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A great deal of time ond effort has been expended hHy us
both in arguing how different, or how ollike, we Banchbans end
Gilbertese are. The Council would not wish tc deny the cleose
links that exist between us. Cur fore!
Christionity by Gilbertese

n

»
e
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Lived aond worked with the GCilberiese people and shared
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with them & common colonicl experience ond even suffering ond
eath at the hands of Britein's enemies. I om myself half

tese. ‘e are cll of us here today able to discuss ocur
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ferences in a common tongue : there should be no excuse

for any misunderstandings.

But we need not seek the guidance of distinguished
Toreign anthropologists %o learn what we know in owr hecris.
The people of all 16 ctolls have o deen feeling of common

identity : they know they cre different from the Poly

Ellice Islanders who have troditionslly been part of the seone
colonial group, the GEIC; they know they are different from

the Marshallese, although the Marshallese, like the poople of

Lt 2 ) ¥ _ > K] . v s

the Gilberts, are Micronesian. And they know they are different
rom *he Marshaollese, not only bscoucse they speck o different

e
language (as the Chie
u

also because they do not share o common

the Gilbertese knew litile ox nothing of the Marshcllese before
the Europeans came to the Pacific.
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think we all of us here agree the
neople of Maiane consider themselves to be Gilbeztese;

that is %o say that their will and determination today is
teen fellow Gilbert Islands in forming
an independent nation state. If rich oil deposits were to
be discovered in Maiana tomoxrrow the people of that island
would still be a@s Gilbertese as they are today. Their only
king ¢ separate, sovereign existence would

cleazly be greed und any denicl they might make of their

Cilbertese identity would be seen by everyone as a deliberate
falsehood, o cynical pretences. Such a reaction, indeed, would

istic of the Gilbertese, and the Maiana

people would be ashamed to behave in such a way.

But if the Chief Ministex, or any of his colleagues,
believes for onc moment that the Bonaban people's claim to a
separcte Banaban identity is a cynical pretence and a
deliberate falsehood, then it would be better if that belief
were clearly stated here and now.

The Council hopes thai, whatever the consequences could
be in political or material terms, the distinguished members

e



- o -

know, the two British Members of Parliament accept that we
believe we are a separate people and feel it would be wrong

to deny us our separate identity. hope I am not breaching

I
any confidence or misreprescenting the Minister when I quote

L |

her as saying to the Council at the end of April that she

no longer wished to argue this point with us.

There were other material matters, the Minister went
on to say, about which she hoped Banabans and Gilbertese

would reach agreement.

o continve my previous guotation from the M.P.s' report

i ]

"eees Wwe cannot believe that in the face of the

identity the British Government would

evidence regardin

g
wish to press any argument on that score. It follows, there-

fore, that the recl reason for their present refusal to

countenance a separate existence for Ocean Island is purely
economic, derives from an understandable concern for the

the Gilbert and Ellice Islands, but is
essentiaclly short-term since once the phosphate is exhausted

Ocean Island will be virtually useless to anyone."

e

He would have preferred the MPs to have added that once

the phosphute is exhausted Ocean Island will be virtually
useless to anyone but the Bencbans. Ocean Island, far from

being useless to us, is central to our continuing existence
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Without wmaking our ancestral islaend a homeland

All they ask 1s thet we should not carve out a
istence in their midst; +that those of our people
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Rabi Island should play a full and equal role as
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look upon the Banaban people as your kinsmen then
will accept our word that the only manner in which

neople, given our unique situation,

our people's survival as a distinct people, is Tor
to becomec separate once again from the 16 Gilbert

enter an independent existence in associated staotus

ouncil hopes, as I have said, that you will accept

say s being said in all sincerity and with good-will

people. Ve hope you will also accept

ceing in principle to help us, the Fijian Government

people are simply recognising their 30 year old association

y mean no disrespect to the Gilbertese
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whom they look forward to a close and friendly
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relationship as between scovereign neighbouring States in g«

long future which will mcke ouxr colonial experience seem

The Council is confident that the Gilbertese people and
Government will listen to their Pacific neighbours and will
not alilow the colonial power to stand between us any longer.
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iT the true problem, as Miss L

estor appears ready to
concede, is an economic or financial one, then let us tal
of these matters now, confident in the knowledge that if we
come to an agreement together the administering power will be
unable to resist the consensus we produce between us. lle
are quite confident that the British Parliament will not allow

the British Government to evade its responsibilities towards

the peoples of the areca. The MPs report emphasises the wider

the Gilbert and Ellice Islands. They went to the

acific as our guests, but as the Chief Minister will be the

ise they have not looked at our problem in
ealed to the British Government

in the strongest terms on behalf of us all. If I may quote

In short, we believe that because of phosphates the

d¢ that not only the Banabans but
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the Gilbertese and Ellice Islanders too have good grounds
for complaint as they move towards independence without
A

sensatory sources of revenue essential if
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that independence is not to be blighted Trom the outset.
Since it is British policy nowadays to permit only a short
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and sovereign independence there is very little time left in
these small communities o early independence, can make the
the position which we consider
imperctive cand, irrespective of the cases now before the High
Court, persuade its pariners in the BPC to find the necessary
e 1] e & S Iy e SR . A J-h h 3 n

resources to make that independence wort aving.

the present unhappy
sitvation is to be resolved successfully then there will

have %o be a financicl settlement, irrespective of the outcome
£ . -] ! I £

f the remaining phosphate
money, provision for nmaking up any shortfall of revenues of

C Government and their successors, and for

What, then, acre our financial problems?

Yours are greot ones, but quite simply stated. As the
MPs have sald, you must have the compensatory sources of

your independence is not to be blighted
rom the outset. One, very short term, part of the answer is

n Neserve Fund to continue to
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Committee, until 1978. The long term, and only satisfactiory,

sou is that your development plans should come

ht appears to be that for

i | . "‘1 - ke : : ! © [
ble to solve our own financial and political
blems would seem to clash directly with the short-term part
of the answer to your own problems. However vital it may be

| s, the E ban people, to begin t ttl rselve s
tor us, the Banaban people, to begin to resettle ourselves as

a community on Ccean Island, we cannot live in a landscape of

- -

jagged coral pinnacles. Ve must restore as much of our island

The cost of this, based upon the Report by a Committee

&

of Experts Appointed to Investigote the Possibilities of
Rehabilitation of Mined Phosnhate Lands on Nauru which was

presented in 19466 and which has been up-dated by our economic
imount to JAG8,390.- per acre. Restoring the
c s mined areas {1,190 acres) would there-
fore cost $AS81.4 million ot today's prices.

o

to be paid

Fie

In the face of this daunting figure, the price
for undoing the damage caused by 78 years of phosphate mining,
the Council would like the honourable members of the Gilbertese
delegation to understand our deiermination to restore the

maximum area possible of our island. The sums of money we are

-

truggling to obtain will be invested, not in Banks, but in
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the task of making Ocean Island a place where our people can
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There would now appear to be perhaps less than threce
s of phosphate revenue left. Every cent of this must be
cated to the job of restorction if our objective of creat

a home for our people on Banaba is to be achieved.

stands between us and cgreement on our political future, i

what

As this piltal sum - the amount of revenue which your

(] .

ca
srnment evidently wishes to continue levylng as taxation

ur remaining phosphete land = is the sum of money which

N
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pity thet we cannot state with any certainty exdcily how

is involved. As we all know, the operations of the BPC

shrouded in secrecy: we are not even allowed to know at

price our phosphate is being sold to Australia and New

Zealand. And of course we cannot tell what will happen to

I

phosnhate prices in the future.
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stand to lose or gain from Ocean Islund becoming independent?

However, both you and we know the revenue we are each
iving every month. e can therefore gain an approximate
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of the total sum at issue between us. By putting the

ther, and taking account of the
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leases as well as the old, o figure could be guessed for

Gentlemen, thexe is at least one other, very important
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e¢ll in her power to make the Gilbert Islands sel

f=supporting.
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It is this objective which the Council suggest is of over-
g WS o F e T P N &k AN E T o d l £l s o
riding importance to the Government and people of the Gilbert

this to be the case, the British Treasury
evidently considers it their duty to the British %cxpaycf
ossibly can the moment when this
d. Every cent which goes into
erve Fund from Banaban phosphates
represents a saving for the British. The Council understands
the British Treasury's policy only too well, but we would

ily suggest that it is not in the interests of the

Provided they obtain an immediate and temporary cash
advantage; the British are not concerned that Ocean Island
will become a deseried, uninhabited and uninhabitable coral
outcrop; they do not care whether the Banaban people muintain
their identity as o people or whether they are slowly but
surely absorbed into the Fijian community 1600 miles away

where the British themselves dumped us 30 years ago.

The Council do not believe that the Gilbertese can possibly
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We hope and pray that our Gilbertese friends will help

us Banabaens play our par
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acific, rather than help the British Treasury on

the world to moke @ minute saving in its

future would have in

t to the British Government.
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dependent Ocean Island would mean,
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ilberts will become obvious

]
o
O
L o
Uy
“
ke
-
L
=
lo]
(@]

-

and necessarys There will be jobs for Gilbertese in our
fishing industry and we will hope to Tind a market in the
berts for our surplus supplies of fresh vegetables.

as been much exaggerated in
the past, we shall have land to spare there and we fToresce

the possibility of joint developments with the CGilbertese in
the production of coconut oil and in other ventures. Ve have
no doubt that the widest economic cooperation between us would

full support of the present independent countries in

Gentlemen, without sovercignty over our island of Banaba
7 o

.

and the disposal of the remaining phosphate revenues we
could not restore the island. It would remain derelict and

unproductive, o constant reminder of one of the worst examples
da

of colonial exploitation in the world. And this sterile

outcome would have been achieved for what purpose? Simply in

<

order to remove = for a few months only - a burden from the

It is our appeal to you that we use this occasion to reach
agreement. If we succeed in doing so, we have no doubt that

the economic independence we must all strive for will come.
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As have pointed out, Britain will be obliged to give her
full financicl support to the Gilberts and provide the technical

11 eventuclly remove the need for continuing

hould add that from the talks which the
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