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ASSAULTS ON THE ENGLISH TONGUE

The protest by Rev. Brother Le Breton against the slipghod use of the
King's English by publie speakers is timely,

Even the contention of Sir Archibald Strong (Professor of English
| Language and Literature at the University of Adelaide) that colloguialisms
fare sometimes permissible does not answer the arguments advanced by
| Brother Le Breton.

In a recent speech by a member of the Commonwealth Government it
' was announced that a certain proposal had been “turned down.” Actually
.; the Minister intended to =ay that it had been rejected. Presumably, if
it had been accepted he would bhave said that it had been “turned up.” In

i .
§ that case no one would have understood him.

l | Although Sir Archibald admits that the frequent or clumsy use of slang
.- * should always be condemned, he holds that it would be sheer priggishness
_Itﬂ ban colloquialisms entirely from a platform utterance or a newspaper
?- t interview, |
| Apparently, therefore, the question resolves itself into one of how far
a public speaker may go in defiance of the rules of grammar, and of what
constitutes a colloguialism as distinct from slang or from a breach of the
_'flaws governing the use of English.
~ It is not suggested that writers or speakers should confine themselves
., to thé use of such stilted and pedantic language as would make their
futteranf:es absurd. In appealing to the mass of people they must, so far
TATIRR R - as possible, use a vehicle of expression which will be readily understood
N ﬁ by their audience.
ibjects, and However, this does not mean that the idioms of the slums, the argot
u;“: &ésrgof the underworld, or even the common errors of the uneducated should
I niversity be perpetuated.
ey If this were done the “well of English undefiled” would soon become
m '.'*men;nothing more than a tradition, the language of the people would degenerate

1m¢gé,'.§int0 a polyglot tongue devoid of all beauty, and in a brief period the
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r.r,‘-"%--written and spoken word would be almost unintelligible.
%o lnn ? r Quebec on The English vocabulary provides for the fluent expression of beautiful
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"sons of Mr. E. J. Tucker, - otlessness in speech al:ld th}1$ to set an example to <he youth of the nation
i R S ‘ ‘8hould not be made in vain.
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. mdld Idea, Says Dr. Davies B ‘

(QRGANISTS applaud the proposal of the  Collecting Material For University Foundation Stone
iz _‘_i_ltjf Council to appoint a paid- city or- BOOk

A splendid idea. It should have been

of Oc- The appeal of Brother Le Breton to men in high places to avoid care-
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IEWS OF DR. HAROLD

The position of Adelaide City Oraanist
will fall vacant on September %’ﬂlﬁi
the present holder (Mr. W. R. Knox)
will complete his second succegsive
period ot three years. At this weel’s
meeting of the City Council it was
decided to defer decision as to the
appointment of a successor, pending
tie receipt of a report from a Special
committee. Al present the position
carries no remuneration, but it is un-

derstood that a proposal has been
made to appoint a paid city organist,
Interviewed yesterday by a represen-

tative of “The Advertiser,” Dr. Harold
Davies (Director of the Elder Conser-
vatorium) sald he regarded the pro-
posal as an excellent one. Adelaide, he
considered, required a first-rate cily
organist, who should be paid an ade-
quate salary. In this State, as els>-
where in Australia, people had hardly
any ldea of great organ musie, ana
the tremendous progress in its inter-
pretation that had been made in re-
cent times. A few might remember the
visits of W. T. Best and Edwin Lemare,
but the modern school of English or-
gan playing, which undoubtedly led
the world, was hardly known here. Ade-
laide lagged behind Sydney and Mel-
bourne, and even Brisbane—all of which
had paid city organists of the first
rank. Experience at the Conservatorium
proved that organ recitals were won-
derfully popular. Those given by Mr.
John Horner, Mr. Harold Wylde, and
himself, had been thronged. = Adelaide
deserved, and when it got the chance,
appreciated organ recitals that dealt
'with the best in legitimate organ music,.
including good transcriptions of orches-
tral items, but eschewing the meretrici-
ous and banal. There was a large
public for the finest things in organ
music. Paying the city organist would
make tgouible the provision of thes
good things for Adelaide, and in
Davies's | the pi '

ion, the pity of it
that this had not been done long
~ Mr. J. E. Dodd, the well-knos
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