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Australia, Dr. Walker, with Mrs.

Walker, during the last 15 months,

travelled over 6,000 miles by motor in
South Australia, Central and Northl
Australia, and the doctor also wmred
1,000 miles in the McDonnell Ranges
and other parts, and took over 3,000
photographs, ¥ He went almost from
end to end of the McDonnell Ranges,
and visited the Arltunga gold and mica
diggings (80 miles east), then the ruby
diggings at Florence Creek (1256 miles
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sense in which the words are far from

synonymous, are strangers to the grosser
sort of candour, and see no small part of
life through a veil of convention, which,
however
view, is no aid to the sense of vision,
Life itself,
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BLACK PICTURE |
OF BLACK MEN

D ecommunities which pridﬁ
themeelves on their refinement even |
than upon their culture, in the

from one point of

desirable

i it iz not seen as a whole,
There is this notable

world are not pleasant to leok
and that a refined snciet}t,'
by reason of its refinement, avoids inti-
mate contact with many an unpleasant
truth. Among the unpleasant truths
which are largely hidden from the people
of Australia is the truth about the de-
tribalized aborigines of this country.
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decency, it is a thousand pities that
no one can print and publish broadcast
throughout the Commonwealth the let-
ter, and the accompanying photographs,
sent to the Minister for Home and Ter-
ritories by Dr. W. D. Walker, and al-
luded to in The Register yesterday by

Rufus.
revelation to leave Austraha. Such

proof of our neglect of our lementary
duty towards the survivors of the primi-
tive race dispossessed of this country
by the act of British settlement, such
appalling evidence of the consequences

of that neglect, such an indictment of|

official ineptitude and public apathy, if
presented to the world, would be placed
on recnrd to our everlasting shame,

It would not do to permit this |
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DR WALKER when he prepared this

hideous document, was not wntmg a
formal report. He had not beeg in-
vited to tour Central Australia with a

bucket of whitewash, or studiously to|
ignore the evidence 'of his senses, nj

order to discover the excellence of this
system of administration or that.

Hel '
went north of his own volition, and, in|

writing to the Government, therefore,
felt at full liberty to call a spade a
spade. He did not compose his letter

for a printing press at Canberra, but for|

the eye of the Minister. His photo-
eraphs were not taken with a view to
their reproduction in a blue-book, but
to make it impossible for anyone to re-
ject as ineredible such a story of misery
and squalor as, in this country at least,
ought to be as beyond belief as, in detail,
it is unfit for public diseussion.

JNTO Dr. Walker's proposals for the
nltimate healing of the sore which we are
permitting to fester in the heart of this
country, it is not now desirable to enter,
upon
ground of controversy, and especially in
condemning missionary activity as farl
His disclosures are
of immediate importance, chiefly in re-
lation to the present state of health off
the natives on the fringes of settlement,
who are not only a danger to one an-

In every direction, he treads

worse than useless,

other, he declares, but a centre of infee-
tion which menaces the white man also.
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flies,

earryving the germs of disease and
death from the ulecerated bodies of the
neglected blacks into the isolated homes
of the settlers, are the disgusting back-
ground for Dr. Walker’s picture of Cen-

tral Australian hygiene,
affairs 18 in itself a disgrace

This state of
to our

hoasted civilization. As a first step In
the direction of the disecharge of our
responsibilities to the hapless natives, it
i8 urgently necessary that we should af-

ford them the mﬁimlnunﬁm of which,
chiefly becaus

white m'l




