Treachery
RED PLAGUE CAUSE

(To the Editor.)

SIR-—-Dr. Walker, in his communication
to the Minister for Home and o~
ritories, says:—“A man constantly with-
out the company of white women and
always in the com-
pany of aboriginen,
audally loses in
ner feelings and be-
comes not merely im
moral, but un-
ashamedly unmoral.”
Buckiey, the first
stranded white in
Australia, is the only
man I have read of
who filled all these
ons; but he fi5 g8
was marrvied accord- PR R W
In% to ﬂhﬂriginal 3 S -
tribal law, the only
law then extant in

Australia, Dr. Walker’s generalization
would apply to those grand pioneers of
:olonization, edueation, and refine-
ment — the Jesuite — who were the
first of all religious bodies to
succour by instruction, labour, and
spiritual  teachings the wild natives
of N‘ur'-“’est Australia and the Northern
Territory, feeding, clothing, and training
them to set about healthy voeations. and
how best to fend for themselves. 'These|
missionaries undertook, without reward or
Government subsidy, as far as T am aware.
their lﬂrlf—impu!g:d burdens, and are still
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As regards an aerial service for the
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lite population, the country is so sparsely
%opulated._ and the expenses so prohibi-
tive, that it may be dismissed for the time
being. T!_le only aerial organization that
could survive must be a Commonwealth
one.  Individual religious bodies may
attempt it, with a _substantial subsidy.
from the Commonwealth; but this would
lead to an endless and unprofitable con-
troversy among varving denominations.

I dg not hold with Dr. Walker's con-
tention that no good arises from mis-
sionary activities. Perhaps my opinion
should carry as much weight as his, see-
ing that T have seen more than twice as
many vears as he acknowledges months
as medical officer to the aborigipes, from
the Goolwa to the MacDonnell Ranges, in-
cluding the greater part of Yorke's Penin-
sula, in my early days,

“Aboriginal Cunning”

The innate cunving of an aboriginal
never deserts him throughout life, and
therefore, to achieve his ends, he becomes,
when mecessary, an incorrigible liar,
Stealth is his predominating factor, for
he has to practice this as a fine art for
- subgistence. I have met nearly all the
station managens from the top end of the
Flinders Bm:?ﬂ to the Territory, and, in
assing, would like to pay highest

ibute to their probity and excellent
character and their kindness to the natives,
"On the other hand, I would cite two in-
stances of the blackfellows’ appalling
treachery—the attack on Barrow Creek
station and its repetition at
Charlotte Waters, The first was a holo-
~ caust of tragedy; the latter storv would
bave remained untold save for a lubra’s
timely warning. _

As to diseases among the natives, espe-
cially the so-called “red plague.” 30 years

o I saw many cases in the MacDonnell

anges in the Jate tertiary stage, which
would place its incidence back sixtv to
seventy years ago—long before the advent
of a white population. T feel sure the
lisease was introduced from the West and
East by Javanese engaged in the pearling
industry in and on the north-west coast
of Awstralia—Yours. P. F. SHANAHAN.
M.B.. ('h.B,, Port Vincent.
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Dr. W. 8. Walker has laid the Com-
monwealth under a deep obligation by
his report (voluntary, though insti-
gated by the Administrator of Cen-
tral Australia) on the condition of the
blacks he saw during a motor journey
of more than six thousand miles in
the Far North of this State, in Cen-
tral and North Australia, and
Western Queensland and New Eoutq
Wales. Dr. Walker Is known to
many as & former student ati

the Adelaide University, and his
zeal as a medical man had
much to do with his spending

fifteen months in close observation of
the black and half-caste Inhabitants of
a wide area of the continent, includ-
ing districts where a white man had

Is not prepared to concede that any-

thing more can be done for these sur-
vivors of the Stone Age than to secure

[interesting folk, Hape

less they may be in their fate, but in
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