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The Prime Minister's announcement that
the Federal Government has decided to
dispatch a scientific

new _'&nt:ll’rtw

PaATLY 10 carry on
investigations 1n the “Australian sector’
of the Antarotic will be hailed with
general satisfaction. This country

cannot afford to lag behind other nations
in its support of scientific research and
exploratory enterprise.  Already it has
produced men of outstarnding ability in
varrous departments of science, and it
I8 one of the proper functions of a
pational Govermment to give financial
backing to undertakings of the kind now
confemplated by Sir Donplas Mawson.
whose name is jﬂ.‘;t‘i‘ﬁﬂrﬂh]}' linked with
the exploration of the Antarctic con-
tinent.

WHILE nobody will begrudge a
Government vote for the purposes

outlined by Mr. Bruce on Thursday, his
hint that private financial assistance

should be forthcoming for the expedition

ought not to be ignored. The capital-
ists and institutions of America hnvei

m of scientific expeditions
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ally to the world’s knowledge of the
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THE ANTARGTIC,

PROPOSED EXPEDI-
TION.

MAJORITY OF CREW
AUSTRALIANS.

LONDON, February 21.

The Discovery has been placed

at the disposal of Sir Douglas
Mawson by the British Govern-

ment for an Antarctic Expedition,
which he will lead. This three-
masted auxiliary barque was used

by Captain Scott for his first Antarctic
Expedition.

Sir Douglas Mawson's expedition,
which the Australian Commonwealth
Government are equipping, and which a
number of British scientists have been
invited to join will leave Hobart at the
beginning of the next Australan sum-
mer. Sir Douglas arrived in London
from Australia ten dayse ago, in th
hope of acquiring the Discovery.

In an interview to-day S
Douglas Mawson stated that al
though Britain had offered
the Discovery, he ' had a lis
of ships which might be more suitable
He would not be in a position to decide
for another two days. He had n
cl;?:e:hle his crew, but there would prob-
a a ority of Australian 1-
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men would be included.
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FIRST VISIT TO ANTARCTIGA

PROFESSOR JOHNSTON nl-
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