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(By Prof. W. I, Hancock)
Iistorlaps  must appear to  thel

amunlutlncel to be the wmost ignoran
of men. Almost everyday some hopefu
enqulrer will ask the historinn for o
ofll- I.IIHHI oplnion on Maya civillsution
or the love affalrs of Mary Cueen ol
Scots, or the foundation ot the Stralts
Settlements, or whalt men had for
ureakifast in the eleventh century.
There are prodigies like Sir Charles
Oman or the late Lord Acton who
wonld Immediately give an  exnael
answer to any of these questions. But
the ordinary historlan does not feel
able to reply to more than one or (wo
out of four. Man's life Is short, but
the lfe of mankind s long and
crowded. Even learned men cannof
know many things intimately.
The other dav somebody asked me
searching questions about the histor)
of Ameriea. Of this history T nm pro-
foundly ignorant. 1 have not even
“examined” on it
Nevertheless, I am arrogant enougzh,
vwhen fthe conversatio LUTIS UDon
American affalrs, to ml\':lnm vory defi-
pite opiluions about the past aud the
future of that country, and so far
nobody hns called my blaff, 1 attri-
bate my good luck (how long it will
rontinue I should not llke to =av) to
the help which I have got Tfrom three
or four books., These books have, at)|
poy rate, given me an introduction to
American clvilisation, nnd I recom-
mend them to anyone who wishes to
lay a foundation for his studies of the
United States.

e

“Democraty in America”

The first book is De Toequeville's
"Democracy in America.” It consists of
four volumes. and that in itself should
he a recommendation. In our time the
fashion i= nll for short books, bio-
graphies of not more than 30 pages,
novels that the reader can rush through
in a day, histories that are packeil
and pressed into their covers like
bully-beef into a tin. I admit that this
fashion has developed in many writers
a gift of eplgram, suggestiveness, and
condensed brilliance

Nowaday we are all bewitched by
speed ; we like to snateh our pleasures
even in reading. The modern age does
not love rest, and modern writers seem
frightened of boring us, even for a
page. The old novelists and biographers
and Llistorians were content to take
their own time. They wrote at leisur
for that “gentle reader” who now
vives only in hidden nooks an
crannies.

And, on the whole, T am inclined

uw fn America an illustra-
which were

re his obser-
own by Dryce
Aluarlﬂn ﬂoﬂlmnnwmlth" or
MM in “America Comes of
Age” we are surprised ot the small ex-
m of the changes which have oe-
curred in the United States in the last
bundred years,

American Civilisation y

Of course, the growth of population
dfthu machinery of life Las heen
rod America has waxed in
!nt the ahnruc-
n hundnd mu ngo. There hnn been
no change In the qnality of Amerlean
elvillsntion, This statement may seem
plmost Ineredible, Yet I belleve that
anyone who reads De Tocqueville will
find himself sayipg, chapter
chapter :—"“Bnt this I8 just how things
are today. BSurely this s a modern
Look."
I have not saficlent space to at-
tempt any sammary of the maln con-
cluglong of Do Tocqueville which agroe

PEBPUHE Ausmm

(By Prof, W. K. Hancock)

It 18 0 plensure and a duaty for any
Australion who reads a  good book
nbout his ecountry to bring It before
the notlee of hix fellow-men. Unlforin-
nately, there are few good books about
Australin, and there are few Aus-
trnlluns who write them.

The book with which I am now con-
cerned 18 good In parts amd bad 1n
others. But the noteworthy thing
about it Is not whnt it bhas achleved,
hut what it promises. It is n slgn that
Australians once ngain feel the need
of thinking, as they telt it toward the )
close of last century. And If we form
the hablt of thinking who Knows whual
we may not achieve?

Th ook l.-- I‘Jl||l"| o Imll.""' I'I"l!'illih}.z llf
\ustrealia,” and it = published by the
Velbourmne T'niversity I'ress for the
Institute of Pacifle Relations
<hould be said nbout this

SO
fnistl-
n non-party body,

(hinge
fmte, It i=2 detinitel v
with s bheadonarters In Hlonolnin and
branches in all countries bordering the
PPacitie,

\lthongh we In
i Ilril il 1D
]H't'u"rrlilj'_' Tlll'

Anstrnlla are in-
that the P’aciiie is
world cenlre, thnt onr
future decided In the Paeifice,
thiat the "acife menns thls and that to
ns and to the world, we nevertheless
know little of this great ocean anid the
peoples who live round i, T doubt
whether there I8 anvbody in Adelalde
nho hag an oxact knowledge of haolh
the Chinese and Japanese Inngnoages
el of the history of China and Japan ;
aned there nre fow people in Sonth Ans-
realin who have an Intunate knowledge
of the South American republics, I

Even in Melhourne aml Sydney 1t s
ditienlt to find people with this know-
ledee, Buat if the Pacific s beeoming
the new world ecentre and onr destiny
i< in the Pacifie, surelv this knowledge
I8 NOCesSsAry.
Institute of Pacific Relations

It i= this idea, occurring simul-
tnueously to different people in coun-
fries wanshed by the Pacifie, which ae-
connts for the establishment of the
nstitute of Pacific Relations. The
Japanese, of course, know much more
about us than we Enow about them.
But even the Japanese have much to
learn nbout Aunstralin, We ourselves
have mueh to learn about Australla.

(‘onsider, for example, this guestion

AR AR TR RN

will e

of population. How many people will
Australin hold when it is as densely
populated according to its resources as
is the Unlted States or Burope? 1In
what parts of Australia will that popu-
lation be distributed? What size of
population is likely to bring the
createst degree of wellbeing to Aus-
(ralinns? Is the wrellbeing of Aus-
trollnns the only consideration?

T2 there not, a8 an illustration. some
thing which we wmay call “the legiri-
niate needs of Europe”? Or, to turn to
questions of present and past fact,
what is the raclal composition of Aus-
tralian people? What is s rate of
increase? Is that rate of Increase a
reasonable one, or is it desirable ta
inerease or diminish it? To what extent
1= the increase due to an excess of
hirths over deaths? To what extent
is it due to immigration? What effect
does finmigration have on our economie

S onr Governments. . ¥

gystem, and what effect does our eco-
nomic system have on, immigratlon?

Fuller Information Needed

These are but gome of the qneuuunu
on which we need fuller Information. 1
do not snggest for 1 moment that the
most rigid scientific enquiry will solve
‘hese problems.

Population Is like water: it tends to
find its own level, and sometimes it
hreaks the barriers which hold it back,
nnd its inrush spreads devastation far
ond wide. The most exnct meteorologl
cal knowledge in the world will no
prevent a clond from bursting, But |
muy help us to be prepared for th
cloudburst, and sometimes forewarned
Is forearmed.

Similarly, if we can attaln to a close
knowledge of population tendencies w
shall he the better prepared to esen
the worst consequences of unpleasant
situations and make the best o
pleasant ones

Important Issues
“The TPeopling of Australin” sug-

after|

#0 strikingly with those of Bryce and
Riegfried, On the whole, It would b
n pity if T did 8o, for this article
written to give some hints to those wh
would ke to bhegin readlng about
Amerlea ;
0 book 18 lost if you know beforehan:
ton exnctly what yon may expect.
ipk it wonld bhe hest to begln o hun
Ared years back with De Tocqueville
or at the present day with Slegfried
Whichever {s taken first, Bryce find
hi® place betweon the two,

When he har read these three hook
the enquirer will feel the need of wxom
conneeting link of history, The bhest
suggestion T ean make 18 that he shonld
#e¢t hold of “The Rise of Amerlenn
Civilisation,” by Charles and Mary
Beard.

nand half the fon of reading

gests answers to many of the questions
which I have mentloned. The answers
are far from belng flnal and definite.
Indeed, most of them ralse further|
questions whieh will have to he met

I their turn, Bot it Is gratifying that|

n begloning has been made, A group
af men met in Melbourne, Invited dis-

cusslons on important issues from those
most qualified to deal with them, and
then probed and eriticised and debated
the contributions which were received.
(mt of all this mental activity came
the essays in this book,

flmultaneonsly, men In Amerlen,
Chinn, and the Argentine have heen

engaged In the same sort of thing.
Next venr deleegntes from the varloug
countrier will meet at thelr own ex-
pense somewhere In the aclfic Ocean,
and will eomglder the work of the
varlous national branehes of the Instl-
Lt

It fs diMenlt to Imagine a more gotia-
fanctory way of developing Intelloctual
cao-operation and mutuanl unilerstand-
g omong the varvlous peoples. 1 do
not doubit thet the genernl conference
of the Institnte will find “The Peopling
A Australin®™ Interceting reading, Bat
the point whilch T now wish to make
14 thnt It Is interesting reading for
Austrolinns, :
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By Prat. W, K. umvﬁn

I vemember baving heur
visgitor to % g M‘g 1 ':'7 :
wnmber of A luns what bouks hi
ought 1o read about thelr country
“Adum Mundssy  Goedon,” llltf
“For the Term of hiz Natural [r'.l ¢,
remarked another, “Rusden’s Histo
of Australia,” veplied o thivd. 1 coul
not help thinklug that the answer
wore rather out of dute, These Au
truliuns were ke blind wmen lendin
the blind, They did oot know mu
about thelr own country.

Within the past few years severn
ureful books buve been wrltten sabou
Australin, and an Intelligent travelles
iy easily prepore blnself to under
stund thiv country before he leaves hi
own =hores,

In particular, there = no need fo
anyoune o have fogzy ldeas about the
coonomie 2ltuatioe  Siwee Me, J. Sat-
clife  published  hls  stody of  “The
Ntional - Dividend™ elght  years ago

many  competent  Ionvestigators  bave
anolysed Australin’s prosperity.  The

lite2t of thew is D, F, Benhnm, whe
lnst year produced a brillinnt Hittle
book on “1The Prosperity of Australioa,”

In this book Dr. Beopham passed
upder brief review the whole economle
systewy of the conutey, and pnticipated
most of the judgments of the Dritish
Leonomie Misslon which vislted Ans-
tralia last year. The report of that
mission s short and pleasantly wreitten,
It enn be bought for thrveepence, aod
deserves to e w ii]l*l,\' 'edad.

Complicated Questions

OF course. o such A summary plece
of work there are certain to be gaps
nnd even mistnkes, Sowme of these gups
nre flled in by two collections of
sludies recently published by the 1nstl-
tute of aclfie Relations, Ouwe of these
s called "The PMeopling of Australia,"
It deanls  puartieularly, although un-
evenly, with iwnlgration and allled
(moblems, The other, which Is c¢alled
“Sindles In

Australinn AMalrs,” con-
Laing excellent essayvs on the Australian
stindard of Hving., financial  poliey,

natural resources, the New  Guinen
mandate (to which the Mellwurne
branch of the institute bas also de-
velted a special volume ), Australian
treaty obligations, and other important
questions,

Naturally in such a dragnet volume
the guallty of work is uneven, Many
of the questions ralsed are too eompli-
ciated to be solved In a few pages. But
Australla will soon be reading some o
the books it needs,

Consider the wmost consplcuons gaps
in our economie literature. We lhave
uever had a readable and learned
economic history of Australia within
reasonable length. (No one can earry
In his luggage four heavy volumes of
Coghlan,) We have never had a full
and severe examination of the Aus-
tralian tariff. We have uever had a
detalled enqulry into the financial and

administrative structure of the multl-|

tudinous economic activities of any of

Books on all these Bubjecl:s are now
in course of preparation, and although
[ cannot give away the secret of their
authors' names, T cun say that 1 have
read these books in draft and thut cach
13 good.

Economic Btm:ktnltlnl

Forty years oago the Australian
people were thinking hard. "Then they
schieved Federation and settled down
to enjoy life. Now they are beginning
to think agaln. I am certain that a
visitor to our country could not remain
in it a week without reallsing tha
Australlans are busily eugaged lu an
sconomic stocktaking.

Two other hooks, deallng with su
jeets half within the spbere of eco-
nomics and half outside it, deserve I
be mentioned, The frst {3 the mussl
volume of Mr, G. Anderson on the prac-
tice of Industrial Arbitratlon in A
tralin

Mr., Andersgon ix n graduate of Mel
bowrne University in Philosoply,
nonmles, and Law, e is nlso a practi
ing barrister before the Commonwealt
Arbitration Court and is president o
the Master Printers’ Assoclation,
is therefore competent to explain his
stiithject (which T confess is not to me
a very Interesting one) from the points
of view of practice and theory.

I"ur more attractive to the ordinary
Austration 18 a sionll volume by Prof.
[1. 8. Stapledon entftled, “A Tour
Through Australla and New Zealand.,”
Prof, Stapledon is lenrned on the sub-
jeet of wrass, and his book desceribes
(he mnking of our pustures and felds
by man and beast. It I8 delightfully
written, and is full of Information
which even the elty-bred Aunstralion
will fiud faselnnting. T should imagine
that to the farmer aod pastoralist It

1% Indispensable, i Wit
I Lind ahmost fﬂmﬂM lh
prehensive of gl books which  bave
been  poblished  abont Agstealln—thoe
“Aunstrallon Eneyelopedin,”™ which Is a
hulky  two-valume te=timony  ta  th
publie spirit of Angus & Robertson

=yvilney,

Mine of Information

Sl months age 1 advised a Priend
of mine not to buy thig book, “"Suorely
it i= the sort of thing.” T sald, “that
one refers to in a Hbrary.," Since then
I have bounght it myself, It Is nbso.
ltely an Indigpensable book, It is n‘
mine of Information on everything that
hos any importance in Austealin, and
(he genera) level of its quality has
sc!dom, I think, been passed in o work
of this kKind In any other conutry.

Australlnns at  present  seemn  con-
corned elilefly about thelr bread and
hutter, Nobode 18 writipg good poetry,
and {he genereal lovel of literature bere
compired with that of other countries
is low,

However, Henry Handell Richard-
aon hns completed her tellogy of *Ihe
Fortunes of Richped Mohoney,” and
her  la=t  volume, “Ultlpa  Thale”
achioved tmmedinte recognition in Bng
Innd as a good novel, T should ke

wurn dutending readers of this bhonlk
thant 1t shonld be read, If possihle, In
the mornings, It s cortalply ot o
Lok to read i bed hefope ¥
the Hght e tiraing o

over nth!rl. and
spssed this  gift, mmm E"‘"’.

troubles to read his s Cwill soo
realise  that he gre i- 'j’t“t
readily as his ablest opponents
leagues ; ey

known that he, alone of hls
rories,

realities of the ﬁaw

tution.

omong the first four, h*:;

flone,
plained to Australin

in that first deeade ﬂi e th.
wealth, and they might sa
been oxplained in foolish and ¢

éritfenl years, even wien she

nilstakes, never maq r‘*“
culous, ° Deregite

covered new ';ﬂl
avenues of trade; b
sider them fo have

i free and hulﬁwﬂﬂﬂz Aus
four muulvr hllﬂdﬂﬂ H;H

will find lhlu book WE]I Wﬂl."ﬂ[
By means of his four short biographis
My, Jose traverses the most rﬂl II—- --__'
stages In the polftical evolutfun of the
Australinn  people,  The f.#
Macquarie introduces us o
struggle which transformed o -
of convivts and gnolers Into a cols m

of Tree men, The story of WEII'M ;
(“nlwavs n Whiz. never 'a Radis 1'.
cpitomises the growth of Purllamen-
tory government in Australin, Parkes
stunds for the advent of demoeracs
ns we know it here: and Deakin m:r‘ﬁ:
articulate the l:ummunwenlth' ?
which Parkes had struggled, Mr. Josel
links together the men and the move-
ments in a skilful and an entertair

iz fushion. \

Vision of Macarthur

But is he correct in Lis Fhﬂlﬂ!ﬁf m
master bullders? Were Wentworth and
Macquarle, for example, the two most
important men in the first 60 years of PEPIES IR, L
Australla's short history? I should oclalist.  The
have put Macarthur before either of | ey vote. %
them, Consider the elrcumﬂnnm ﬁf
carly New Sonth Wales, The o« '
wos intended to be a penal netﬂmt.
and the most which nilﬂlll
from it was that it might, by 1 |
agrienlture, make itself self-supporting.
Macarthur conceived the idea ﬂlllt t
might achieve something mﬂmﬂﬁﬁ
might play a useful part in ﬂlﬁ 131""*\‘
world of profit and e:ehn.nﬂt., -m land
at ‘that time depended  for

her wool, but the lpnni i e :}T}
ridden by tmq.ttm . Th

Germans began to o Dot
'"ﬂﬂﬂllﬁtffﬁnll. i I;,j__rr' .1?!‘
with the l.'igurs nf a IETBH vinter ¢li-

mate. Why should not Australls .-:f,-j pr
the struggle, prove that lhﬁ ’ '
something, and fight her
*#Ec}' :Iil: u]!-rmmt!
no = peo ke
DBanks shook their I
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tical men in ﬂlﬁw
seeptical. \acar
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