l’ﬂ previvus  efforts
el tm latest selentific  view

ts in a way Intelligible even
fhoﬂ who bhave not the mathematies!
spnipment pecessury to enable them (€
fullow the original disenssions, e

"'i.l

safe ground of posifive s
angd theories into the 1Iuhhn|u reglons

thele phitlosopbical and religlous hugport
i langunee has a clavity and detinite
ness ol I‘.I'll‘ll.llilu.:' which nre, to n seien-

pbhscurity of the- mulnplnuh al Jargon

%M svendentalist
gton's

¢ thinkers.
perfect  mastery  of
the s=nbstauce of hisg theme, “thy
ghilosophic  ontvome  of  the greal
“Ndade hanges of sclentifie thougbt  whiceh
wmve recently come nbott,” is matched
s the excellence of his literary siyle
imd an extraovdinary command of aptly
dawosen metaphor and lterary allusion
which will make the  reading ol thy
book o delight to those who may
stumble over its scientifle profondilies
Modern S:ientific Theory
! | The first eleven chapters of the
. Constitute an unequalled exposition ot
modern  selentitiec theory and of the
revolution which hns resalted from the
new yviews of space and time-measure-
ment which we owe In the tirst place
to the genius of Eiustein, and from the
remarkable discoveries regavding the
. @lectrical  constitation of  waterial
atoms and of the nature of the Inter-
aetion between the electrical particles
which constitute them and the waves
of light which they emit or receive,
expressed in  the quantum theory
originated by the German professor
Dlanck, and developed by Germnun men
of science with amazing rapidity and
comprehensiveness to jnclude a wide
range of hitherto unexplainable opti-
eal, thermal, and electrical phenomens:.
It is safe to say that no clearer or
more convinelng proof of the inutility
of wetapbysical concepts and the ad
vantage of replacing them by the defi-

l'ltr-\]-{

oy

Even where hée ventures beyond .;-'f_",
clentiile fyels

dic reader. in welcome contrast (o Lhel

nite measurnble guantities with which
plysies alone should concern itself has
ever been given than the demonsiration
of the saperiority of the Rinsteinian
geometrical explanation of gravita-
tienal effects as due to a metrical dis-
tortion of the space-time framework to
which the metions of bodies are re-
Wl In the new relativistic mechanics
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lerive corvectly the actually obnﬁri'ev.dl.,
.I'Ht ‘_..r 1 Llr mim an

""f"fnf"‘ “of light by matter.

vorse this, there is, nccord-
: _ %m :am:uz German

in the vhyﬂicnl world,
peads :—“A particle may bavel

;H: W have veloeity, but it
n any exact sense lave hoth.”
‘lrﬂl not permit of Eluci[lnllnu
 this  extraordinary and
ntl; :}nrn.ﬂoﬂca‘l statement, But
s evident that, if its valldity is
J strikes at {he very rdot of
plh of eausatlon and justifies
that “the question whether
ulmpletn knowledge of the past
n predict the future does not
: eﬁmﬂu a complete knowledge of
m involves a self-contradiction.”

Infercnces

the philosophical inferences
hl draows from these scientitic
m:_m ﬂlﬂi nl:flii" hmlb::. :if selen-
opmlun eve, be In gene-
~agreement, That “the world with
:" leh phiysics deals 1s & world of syw-
? Mﬂﬂ" which represcuts ounly
“u nlul nmmﬂ;ummﬂhlug wider,"”

_ ¥y the general
g5 of lﬂmﬂ.ﬂc thinkers. That the
ﬁ,lu_ﬂ nfl‘ causality must, ¥r the
Adain m be finally anuJ
di-nee ﬁiﬂ. ﬁtnk be so freely
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18 an obvious corol-
vy

I
m 1% In the mind
pore, and, If you will, more
uut and p d, than the per-
i “data, the formation of
- concepts  for the rationnd
n -u these datn, and the
8 which lead o
Phe wiud not only

Mll ﬂ.ml wills. It makes
nf nl;:niﬂr'nm'n" without'
kD, ,mnﬂon SUYE, “we cannot
_, [ jﬂl’llﬁll workd,” and of

' ' without which the  world
wonld be « svold of all aesthetle, moral,
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H!n l.ul:hutl ﬂhnﬂ% m«’u %
lt was by Sh by Keats
wonld have been lbto 1o .!’['IHH an
opinion, but in the abeence of such
information, all he could do was to
reainnin silent, |
This, of vourse, is an eutirely wrong
attitude to adopt toward Hteruture, If
people praised and valued the work
of  grent and  establighed  authors
wlone, no young writer would ever
have n chanee of fame, for the sluple
rengon thar his work would never be
recognised, Fortunately, however such
q state of things is not llkely to eome
shont, for we, like the Athenlavns ol
St I'anl's day, are cager “eltlier tuwy
(£1l or to hear some new thing.”

What is a Classie?

Nevertheless, the problem of the
student s a real one for many people,
If they wikh toa read only the best,
they find it casiest to confine them
selves 1o books and anthors ot estab
lH{shed reputation. To find the best
authors amonge the thousands swhose
work 1s coming hot from the pre
no leht task, and keeping abreast with
contemporary  lterature may ofteny

" |“-
1

g to
fnlclnttll;ns )0 ]:m which
the most  eseliing uud
periods of the world's hl
pivced together with a red

novel in merit as silver i= b
fo valoe.
and sometimes  lronle qal,
il
now hiere

*-11H'!'ll“|'l'_
BT e
harve Db ||uh]i-|u'al dJuirring
WO
diseusged by thousands ol
thovght fol peaple
o ri k=t
dlemn than thig one
nulely,
forencoe of authority.

mean that to fiud one good book af
least a4 dozen bad ones have to bq
read,

“Life is short,”” such a person may
say quite reasonably, “and one cannot
afford to wasle 90 per cent. of one's
reading.  Let nsg then contfine ourselve
to the books that bhave stood Lthe tes
of time"

It is true that time is the only final
arbiter of worth. A classic mny be
rend eagerly at its first appearance, o
were the novels of Dickens andd
Scott: it may he lenored alhmost I‘U'[:‘n"].'
at first. ns were Fitzeerald's “Omar
LKbavvam' and the early works of Mere
dith* bt {f it = read and continues
to be read, perhaps by only a few dis-
cerning  persons, it will - become n
clanssic,. The classic Is a book with n
permanent  appeal, an  appeal not
merely to its own generation bufb to
laler generations as well,

Changes of Taste

It would seem to follow that a classic
will be interesting not oanly to contem-
porary readers bnt to those of furure
ages, This brings s at once to the
problem of forming a judgment on
present-day  literature and its per-
manent worth; no one can prophesy
with any certainty the Inferests of the
world in two hundred years' time, and
semething of vital ipferest to ns may
seem to fature age nothing more than
a vast deal of fuss over problems that
are dead and gone.

A writer like Bernard Shaw from
(bhe first has been pre-occupled with
socla! problems; they permeate Dbis
work. Some day, no doubt., the world
will have solved them or have ceased
tao worry about them, and lovers of
literature will silently decide whether
or no there is enough in his plays
apart from {hose soclal pre-oecupa-
tions to give his works enduring
vitality. It may be that they will be
thought of ns documents for the his-
torian 1o study, aad will be hardly
regarded as literature at all,

Misjudgments

The literature that endures is gene-
rally that which 1s rooted most firmly
in the imperishable facts of buman life
aud character, or, in other words, in
the sorrows and laughter, in the hopes
and fears of mankind. Even so, na
hook may e written in the current
longuage of the day and seem to ex-
press exactly one’s feelings and aspira-
tions, but later on In life one can look
back amd see that all those feelings
have imperceptibly changed, so that
one findsg that things one once thought
permanent were only transitory. The
hook that expressed (hese feelings is
likewise only of transitory worth.

All eritics make mistakes of this
kind, and often Hve to look back with
surprise from a distance of 20 rears
or so, amd wonder at the generons
praise they bestowed on something that
even in their own Ifetime they have
learned to recognise as worthless. Sir
Arthur Quiller Couch, in republishing
gome early essays not long ago, wigely
omitted one in which he halled the
works of Hall Caine ns one of the
most promising achievements of hlis
time, The vears have proved to him
that he I8 wrong, nnd he has no hesl
tution in admitting it.

Doubts and DifMiculties

Ffuch are some of the pitfalls, then,
in trylog to appraise the best In con-
temporary liternture, One often appre.
clotes the work of two or threé men
nul follows them nap sagerly, disre-
gnrding what s belng done hy others,
Thig Is imfortunate, not merely bocnuse
t =2 unfair to those who are ignored,
but becanse writers often tall to maln-
tain thelr standards and fulill the Pros
mise of thelry early work,

The eritics are conservative people,

ta he proliblied.
not be left, as it s at present, to soi
sy
ocenpation
literature
Censorship of books, il we are to have
it at all,
us censorship of Hhns,

and, ouee g writer has made a reputa. |
tion, they will go on pralsing him. ro.l
gurdless of the quality of his work.
Within the last few months I have
read three books by authors whose
work s well worth watching, and each
ok heen highly prafsed by the critics.
Yet I am convineed In my heart of
earts that they are bad books, and
represent not an advance on, but g
fulling away from, formerp standards,
Will these anthors yet recover, nnd
write something that wil] "u-i Or
Iugt one cense to take an lnterest |y
them and look elsewhere for what |

most. signifleant and  permanent l:
present-day literature? This (g

prablem of the kind that 18 always toy.
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Juvervone  Knows

i pletares  are
JI"III'-'H!"!‘ in order to t].*i"tll delliber el
to perverted minds, sae I} WOrks are in
tentionully obscene, nnd every =el
<ihlee person will admit that they ore
1t subjecr matter for Lhe police Lo
(oend "-"--il:||. it Hhe honk e 1“‘
f”':il'll i'l'F'HtiHl‘t' (o< 1ol Lic o 1oy
this class, and It 1= a gZrave i justice
that meddling otiicialdom =hotld e
vent anvone from reading it.
Experts Should Decide

ve nearly all the new books that ari
sl I Anstralin are printed abrooad
it foulls to the Customs Deponrtment L
<o that prohibited Hterature dovs ol
ernter the country,  Customs oflicer
I -|~i|='ll] ;|||11 I'I-IJI.‘-'I'IH'H'IIIIH.- ill Li\iH"
¢flect to thelr orders, but there s, un:
fortunately, no  compelent auanthorits
whos=e business it 18 to say what may
o mny not be allowed into Anstralia.

The Commonwealth Government, |
It I8 golng to censor books, should ap
point o board of acknowledged ex-
perts (o decide whether any ook s

The decision must
Government seevant, whose ver)
prevents hhn from giving
his undivided attention.

must be on the same lines

The situation 12 not merely nn=atls-
fuctory, but wnjunst. It would seen
that knowledge and information o
cortain types are available only to th
eapert, and then only to him 1Tl
s prepared to pay for it. Tt must Ie
withheld from (he mau in the street
As things are the historian may fne
out anything he pleases about the perd
versities of the Borgias, but if a
novelist were to portray them in a
“plain, unvarnished tale.” they would
be withheld fipm the ordinary reader,

Impartial Enquiry Necessary

Similarly, there are certain hooks
which one can possess if one cares to
by them in editions that cost two or
three cuineas, but those that cost the
suume number of shillings must not be
sold in our bookshops. As n resnlt
several of the latest numbers In the
famons Everyman's Library have Leen
refused admission,

‘University Problems

This situation is not withont its
humorons side. There is one !:'!dll‘flll't'
of Boeeaccio which is uwot adwmitted
beeause of its low price, The pub-
lishers have iried as carefully as pos-
<ible to remove puassages to which ob-
fection might be taken., Compared with
the original, one might almost call i
a hook for schoolgirls, Yet this ecan
not enter the country when the com-
plete edltion, provided it costs 10 times
as much, can do so. |

The need for a board of fmpartinl
liternry experts to decide what books
may not enter Austraolia is iimperative,
There 12 one test, and one only, which
they shonld apply. If a book is pal-

pably and  deliberately  obscene Ar
should be sappressed, If, on the other
hand, it is a sinecere portraval of the

truth, past or present. or a genulne
discussion of the problems, however
nnpleasant, that beset fhe hnman race,
it = ap entirely unwareantable Intey-
forence with the liberty of the indivi
dual not te admit it

Effect on Intellectual Life

We are aceunstomed =sometimes
thank God we are not

hitlon in Ameriea and read reports of
Duyton trials and such like : vet, nnless
we are carefully open-minded we shall
have hmposed on us another and more)
qerlons Kind of prohibition which will
wltimately stitle (he Intellectunl e of
Australin,

The evil elfeets of
nny sort have hoeen
(he gront morpnlisis,
erentest of 'arltans,
noennse as (this,

trohilbition of
recognised by all
Fyen Milton, the
ln pleading sael
wiote, “He that ean|

apprehend and constder viee with ah ™

her bafts and seeming pleasures, nnd
vl abstnln, and Vel
el Vil preter Il
s teraly  better, he 1Is

wavloring Chreistlon, 1T cannot proaise
n fugitlve nand eloistercd virtme, un-
exerelsed and nobreatbed, thaot
sallles ont and =ees her

which
tho SRlls

N
as others arel

when we hear of the effects of probi-| created scope for the real education

istingnish, "
gl v the practical

muniiy,

never peedless party
ndversary, fuseil
it &links ont of the race, whero that| much of onr public and Parlinmentary
mmortal gaviand is to bhe ran for, not life lnllﬂ.\. {he only hope is In [deallsm
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admbivisteved, nnd nei
lour Tons of Court are the anles
te the Bar, and, Hke the "ﬂ
'-hl.' lﬂt‘l comduct thele own systemg of!
cdueation nod thelr own ﬂul -
In the medlenl pruh-uﬁunf rh'ﬁ-
small pereentage guallfics ot Dﬂ'ﬂﬂ‘
or Cawmbridge. The same applies to
the  clergy, the dentists, und the
(cuchers. In Austealia it is completely
different,  In thls State, for example,
all lawyers must spend three or more
venrs at the University, where thelr
vxivminations are tnken.

Board of Examiners

&5

What 13 called the Doard of
Lxaminers congists of a commitiee of
vructising lawyers, and In 99 cases
ont of a Londred simply checks the
lormal credentinls of candidates and
reports accordingly to the Court. In
the medieal ]HUfL'FHifIH the studen
spend six vears taking lectures and
examinations actunlly at the Univer:
sity.

Engipecring i much the sam
Teachers attend the same lectures. an
tnke the same examination ns othe
undergradnates in arts. Walte Insti
tule 18 as practieal as ecan  well

be, and in addition until rpceutlr-—hut
infortunately no long

School was conducted in
with the University. These examples
are only illnstrative, but they are
fl[uurrnlu e of an important fact—that
I8, that the centre of o great deal of
professional life inside the respective
professions is and will increasine gly be
the University.

That may be a bad thing in some
respects for the professions in takine
away from the professiopal organisn
tlons a great deal of the soeial inter
course and the personsl associations
that are inevitable when a profession
looks after its own students, but it Is
4 mood thing for the Tniy ersity, and
that in spite of the ov erwhelming

1r|mtw.il bins that these conrses glv
the University outlook.

The University is for nll
purpnses the sole and nxr'lljﬁ-lf:lnrf‘lli‘l‘::{
of all professional training, aud there-
fore  has tended to become  pre.
eminently an institution fop furning

nl eflicient tradesmen for the
professions. e different

HHHlH'iutiuu

The dunger is that the other side—
the humanities—may be forgotten, and
possibly this is the greatest problem
the universities have ut‘lur finunce. It
is at present partly being met by im-
posing a bigh matriculation standurd,
which at least compels a modicum of
seneral enlture, on all undergraduates
ar  the Dbeginning of thelr course.
And certnin of the degree courses als
postulate one or two subjects of
ral culfare, 1 -

At all costs this must be preserved
and possibly strengthened.  Australin
has got beyond the ploneeriug stage
aud l:-«'. if anything, contlouing too
lomg  to Do  exclusively practical
in outlook. Aud a great npmany
of the practical problems that
toueh the personal life hﬂ'l‘ﬂ been
nlready met, *
Professional Education |

With this trend, however, there arve
murked advantages in having prof
<icmal eduention controlled by the Un
versity., A legal education condue
wholly by the legal profession would
tend to become almost entively legal
and therefore rigid and narrow. Much
the same would apply to the other pra-
fessions, At the University at leasi
(he stndents in different facultles mix,
and nt least such of the humanities
as are taught get a chauce to spill

uver,

And with the growth of residentinl
colleges and the development of the
University Union and such organisa-
fions all this is intensifed, There is

that arises by the clash of mind on
mind, ns well as the more formal book
lenrnifig of the classrooms,

he proposal to form a University
Cnlon Club, more or less on the lines
of the famons Oxford Unlon Soclety, is
hat symptomatic, The Oxford Unilon
hus heen  the uursery of many of
the leaders in British Governments
and public life.  Gladstone, Asquith,
Lirkenhead, leap fto memory as
evnmples.  Embryvo doctor and lawyer,
bryo engineer and clerie will at lease
have n chance to hnmmer out the
b]llil‘ll””ﬂ ol theiy varlons theorles to
problems of the coms

idealism and Knowledge
In the welter of personalities, the
feletion, and the cans

(hinking that chnrvacterise sof

menting those who try to keep abreay

with the fluest things that
L g 14 nre heln

without dust and heat,"

ail knowledge, Where better than in
o unlversity ean these be developed?
And by whom better than the faturve
lenders tn all the diferent professions
(hat go to mwake up the commuanity ¥
Exceptlons exeepted. most of us have
formed or chosen our prineiples and
onr ontlonk in the enrly twentles. What
tollows after is vather the adaptation
and the application of tll'lnl:.l_plh‘l and

(e filling In of detall as we bulld w
oy philesophy of lfe,  Anstralla
glmost unigue In having nll s
fesslomal  men  of necessity passing
throngh n university, and the l!
ol this has never been 'Wnnm
Aparl from ndm.lnhum Al
most of the 1 ' :
matters (and in tllﬁ l;] ﬁn
simnil plﬂ*nutnm) lllnl'lla" eryvstall
und sanctions what hos
custom or ot least the
articnlnte desire of
I‘Illlnﬂﬁ In crentd
I:letir!iiﬂl




