A DISINGUISHED AUSTRALIA

The Hon. Sir Langdon Bonython
K.C.M.G.

The Hon. Sir Langdon Bonvyth

K.C.M.G, who to-day (Oect. 15t
completes his seventy-hrst year,
one of the best known, one of t

most highly respected and one of t
most successful men inm Austraha,

is descended from a very ancie
Cornish family whose beautiful :
cestral estates, Carclew and Bo

thon, are among the most delight
and interesting homes in the Delec
ble Duchy. Sir Langdon not only
looks an aristocrat, but he has all tg
personal charm which Dbelongs
one. He was born in London, :15
all but a few vyears of his long a
useful life have been spent in this
State, but he i1s a devoted son of
Cornubia, with whose history he I8
more thoroughly acgea’nted probably
than anyone else in Australia. He 1s
a Vice-President of the Royal Insti-
tution of Cornwall and also of the
Devon and Cornwall Record Society;
and his library of Cornish historiecal
books is the best on this side of the
world. During the two long tours he
made of Europe, Sir Iangdon spent
a very large proportion of his time
m Cornwall, and he made himself
acquainted with all its alluring fea-
tures. He 1s nearly as well-known in
Cornwall as he is hérc. There, he 1in-
cludes amongst his intimate friends
members of all the old famihes.
He was a founder and for many vcars
President of the local Cornish Asso-
ciation, and his talks on the attrac-
tions and the traditions of the land of
his fathers have always been as popu-
lar as they have been cenlightening,
*TEorouzh,” i1s Sir Langdon's motto,
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and in all the work he has undertake
—and his life has been full of cfhcien?
and well directed work—he has exems
plified that guiding principle,

Sir Lanedon has from the outset of
his career lived up to the scriptural
injunction: “Whatsoever thy hand
findeth to do, do it with thy might./
That 1s the explanation of the zreat
tesuits which have followed ail his en-
deavours., If he accepts a position he
does so always with the intenlivi of
doing the work attached to 1it.

After receiving an excellent ecucad-
tion he became a journalist, because
e felt an attraction and had displayetl
an aptitude for the profession. It was
his good fortune to join the staff af
“The Advertiser” within -five or S
vears of its establishment, and when
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it was still controlled by

the Hon. J. H. Barrow, ¢f whoim he
always spcaks in tern the highest
admiration. He proved
his ability and 1 thusiasm,
He threw himself int crforms-
ance of his duties | ADO] ‘:'I.{llll_L;
energy, and he exbiis reaCIness
to do everything and anything which
was rcquired of him (ten imuch
more, for he was do LO ”:|11:nkr
gﬂ{)d," He was a K | * - ACT L,
and he always s | the sahernt fea-
tures of the matte: | lhad to
report or describe
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cian. With the poss .**(;H of
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Sir Langdon, however, did more
than report sp{'{'rlu-a He gamed a
clear insight into politics, and a close
1ce with the characters and
lcaders of pu_blic
thou“g t in this Stnt:-. until t_hc time
arrived when it was his province—as

editor of the most influential journal
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betore he cd the title. In 1879 guiding its destini nd enlarging the
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with the pfoprietors NOW for care and ability. He has opened s
Imany vears h has been the sole pusrse on 1ts behalt to the l"\Lllf'IiI of
owner of “lhe Advertiser.,” and he many thousands oI PpPo nds 1n the
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t-t]it1:1'!.11|:x, | he great Progress it has
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has always held, and the influence

it has consistently wielded in regard
to public affairs, are entirely due to
his ‘».";Iwiﬂﬂ]~ ]II'IHI-:'T'H'L' and l-GI'L":-i-i;.:ht.

He 1s a born journalist. and he has
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able and disinterested advice o=
part. In the cause of cducaiios 1
[.ill]_l.:{lﬂn has ll'llh' greal thy 1S [or
South Australia, He was |
twenty years chairman of the Adol
fl.idu School Board when it poscoseed
important powers: and Le had 1aeh
to do with the founding of that

direction of increasing 1ts I:u_‘i_]ili{?'ﬁ
and im]';rcn'in;; 1LS u“'iI:!mnt_ Coun-
cil. teachers, staff, and students alike
recognise in him a proved friend,
always l‘t';Hl}' LO |H'1]r in  difhiculties
and to smooth the path of progress
Sir Langdon is an advocate of in-
creased and perfected technical educa
tion in ecvery direction. He was far
five yecars chairman of the Council of
the Roseworthy Agricultural College.
Public School teachers look upon him
as a discriminating champion. 1In the
carly days he was for years chairman
of their union. He 1s a deputy chair-
man of the Advisory Council of Edu-
cation, as well as a member of
Council of the . Umversity. The
Knighthood which he received more
than twenty years ago was a recogni
tion of his excellent service in this
branch of public work.

Sir LLangdon has never sought popu
larity, but has always been 1nspirec
by a sense of duty. The confidenc
which he had mmspired in the commu
nity was shown when, in 1901, in re
sponse to grecat pressure, he consentec
to stand for a seat in the hrst Federa
Parliament, for he was returnce
seccond on the poll to the Right Hon
C. C. Kingston, the most powerfu
statesman South Austraha has even
known, by the whole State voting a:
one constituency. Three years later
e was clected unopposed for the
District of Barker. Sir Langdon was
nghly esteemed by his brother legis-
ators, with the chief of whom he was
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always on the most intimate terms.
No one knew Mr. Deakin or Lord
IForrest better than he did. He has

a genial nature which attracts and re-
tains friendships, while his sound|
commonsense 1§ proverbial, In 1916
the Federal Parhhament appointed him
onc of fourteen trustees to administer
the Australian Soldiers’ Repatriation
Fund, and he was appointed one of
seven commissioners under the amend-|
img Act of 1917. He regularly travels
once a fortnight, if not more often, to|
Melbourne, to attend the mecetings ofl
the commission, No wonder the King

made 1: 1, last June, a Knight Com-

mande " the Order of St. Michaell

nd St. George, “for services rendered
the Commonwealth of Austraha.”

Sir I;Hngttﬁn 1S A4 genercus supporter
of all deserving objects, and he has
repcatedly headed subscription lists
with very substantial gifts. His gen-
crosity was specially noticeable
connection with the wvarious War
Funds. He is a true patriot and in
cvery respect a model citizen He al-
wavs crowds his davs with use-
ful work and has no 1idle mo-
MICIUS, He 1S an inmti;th]u I‘L‘ﬂ['lt‘l‘.
nd always keeps himself abreast of
‘he times in regard to the literature
which is worth while. Yet he is the
most accessible of men and he iv-f full
of cheery good nature. He is a hving
testimony to the fact that hard wqu—:
s conducive both to physical and 1n-
tellectual vigor. He loves his home

his country and his fellow men, and -
e is to the inmost core Df‘hl:‘i_ht‘lﬂﬂ
an optimistic Britisher. Life is full
of pleasure to him and he has always
conscientiously and as-
sidyously to make it pleasant to

others and to render himself of use
and value to all,
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