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| Marked Decline in University Passes

ARE EXAMINATION QUESTIONS TOO ABSTRUSE?

%

By Les C. Hunkin (President, Norwood District High School Council).

South Australian parents. teachers, and other interestci persons have
been seriously disturbed concerning the ever-increasing number of failures

among studenis siiling for the annual leaviny examination of the Adelaide
- University,

Since 1914 there- has Deen a ramr mm  wne parative mental r
numbt}r Gf‘pﬂﬁﬁﬁ‘ﬁs_ as will be seen irom the child; incompetent teachers; or the fact
following figures 10 respect of English: — that the standard set is beyond the capa-

Candidates Candidates Percentage ¢ty of the average 16-year-old student.

An extraordinary feature of the posi- V!¢ have passed in five, six, or even seven

ton is that coincident yith the degline subjects [often with eéredits), but who do {
in the number of passes in English thore hot obtain certificates beqause ;hey have
is an increase in the number of passes in latled to satisfy the examiners in English
oreign languages. |

Public and Senior Commercial) examina- there is something radically wrong in the
tion for the past 10 years is taken, some teaching or in the examining.  Teachers
remarkable results are shown, The figures are _1051115' faith  in  their ability
'-iv.-'en below show the average percentage t0  lmpart a knowledge of Ing-

of those entering who have passed:— lish; canpdidates feel that they are sub-
THICY 1918-1922, 1993-1927. 1927, ject to the vagaries of the examiners, and
i

Yuglisl | t+ the genera] standard of literary ability in-
S R 3.4 ég ”:'8‘5 stead of improving is deteriorating.
e e o 2.1 The eouncil of the Norwood Distriet
BRI MEA S Ny by, 55? ggg :'iég High School expressed the opinion general
' m ' . 59.9 51 8 s9g among parents in the following resolution:
DRyMEs .. L. . 0806 674 - 62.1 o
sonomios’ . .. .. 62 69 8 g7 turbation the large percentage of students

RN % failing to pass the University Jleaving
The table shows that wuntil 1922 a examination in the subject of Tnglish;
larger percentage of candidates was pass-and seeing that no satisfactory evidence!
ing in English than in any other subject.of comparative mental retrogression of the
In w the percentage of passes dropped average child or incompetency of our
4, and since then th%s.average has been school teachers is forthcoming, expresses

jects there has been the opinion that the standard set is |

| beyond the capacity and the needs of the'si
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and the psyehological effect is such

the examination.

It is grossly unfair to the chi |
productive of_ much unneee&saﬁy Eiggﬁpa?:g'
ment to anxious parents who are wusually
unable to question the propriety of the
test to wlnuh_the children are submitted,
and accept failure to pass as bitter proof
of the child’s unfitness for a professional
career, saerifice his future prospects on
the altar of economic needs, and make
him take the first job that offers.

"ARTIFICIAL EXAMINATION”

Again, it should be borne in mind that
the domestic  arraugements of the
average home preclude the possibility
oL special concentration on abstruse
subjects, even if there wera not half a
dozen other gubjects requiring urgent at-
tention, and in any case, only a very small
students will ultimately fol-

lo.v a literary career.

I am acutely conscious of the necessity

Year Sat Passed of Passes A lhe first and second points are disproved for. cultivated thought in the community,
1914 200 N8 o by the fact that progressive improvement i111d ‘101* accurate knowledge, exact thinking,
1915 .. 386 242 62.7 18 manifested in all other subjects, there- mspired imagination, and sympathetic in-
1916 .. A44 294 75.7 fore we are entitled to assume that the terpretation of human motives. A perus
o O ) ) 349 65.8 last point supplies the correct explanation. sal of what is termed popular literature,
1018 ., o8RG 412 70.3 How the matter is viewed outside Uni- the advertisements of the ecommercial
1919 .. 614 412 67.1 versity circles is Tndicated by the attitude world, the widely read sporting columns
1920 ,. 611 45 9.8 of our public school teachers. It 18 no of our Ilexﬂ'sp;{pers will show how
1921 ... 611 519 83.8  secret that they are in open revolt against Imperative 1S a  general Improve-
(Y 507 414 60.8 'the standard and methods of the exami- ment In the English of ' the
1923 ., 21 04 44,1 -+ ners, and representative teachers have community, but it is nonsense to suggest
1924 .. 307 ELA9TT 53.9 stated that the latter are mcomprehensible that this may be effected bv blocking the
1025 .. 510 269 . 52.5 to them. way 1o degree courses with an artifieial
1926 .. 024 518 55.7 liach year, when the examination results and theatrical examination in English lite-
1927 - S6R 235 36.6 are published, there are many candidates r ]

ature, conducetd by narrow and pedantic

peréons who seém munable to realise that

hey are dealing with the developing

minds of adolescents, an infinitesimal pro-

- ortion of w ' § Sk
literature, The matter demands immediate : n of whom are likely to be prodigies,

R and that their policy is caleulated to pro-
I the percntage o paetn in th vavious £160t08 on the i of Both teachers wnd s Poucy, 8 tleaated to pra |
ubjects i the Leaving (including Senior - - P ' balanced, sound, and practical graduates,
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In “The Mail” Mr. L. C. Hunkin (pre- °f Science at the Brisbane meet

dent of the Norwood District High to his departure for England.
average child student, and/or the methods School Council) criticised the course jn and son shared the Nobel P
anq demands of the examiners require English prescribed by tfie university coun- P .
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serious consideration from the University cil for the annual leaving examination of &°0Pe on adding _llm-&
s authorities. That a copy of this resolution the University of Adelaide, guished names. For
R o Mr. Hunkin quoted figures showing that

T N the percenta f ' ‘ {
PROGRESSIVE CURRICULUM faller? from g:isn i11pa1£.?£g].G tltil 3]:16%@;?1 119137% of Leeds, and thm-iog

(R ) Proof of the inability of the responsible The article was brought under the notice rofessor _of Physics in |
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R S the slowly developing mind of the childto comment on it.

P S o e student, is shown by the examination “This_matte;*"’ said Sir Archibald, “is :wndi'cl;i 1rictﬂr 0l the
e am, P papers set for English literature last®ne which I intend taking uf with the hol
. e a8 4 % | the following questions extracted fromDPe Pt

I

meeting teachers representing all the W

{f % "1 [ the papers will show the kind of materialSchools in South Australia, both public and 10l

Fullerian Professor of

owing year he was appointed to #

Seany oy ggg)  that the children have to struggle with:—Private, and shall discuss with them ques- }%ld.e o e | succeeding  Professs
R S M T Question 2—‘“It has been suggested thattions arising out of the public examina- - [mme Lamb, LLD., ¥.R. v WAG
S e ] ‘the motive and meaning of such characters?ons 1 English. | il 5 hbe&-ome fwurli-;amou_a_ . LN
¥ . @ | as York, Norfolk, and Aumerle’ are not . 1hat is all I wish fo eay. I have has had conferred on hini the.
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B e S Sl their actions. Discuss this suggestion in re-""
S lation Tto the guarrel between Bolingbroke
@ . Y/ 4@/ md Norioll, the attitude of York to
NEE R *-55':'""‘_5’.;:. .-'%':"",‘-:;:::'-i"' Bollng_broke and his own son, and the

behp.vlour of Aumerle toward Richard and

Bollugbmlﬁ;. Whom do you consider to

i have been In the right in the quarrel just
BN mentioned "’

' ' le\l;'{Eftion‘ 3—“Contrast the treatment

O ANature 1n poems such as Herrick’s ‘To 3

5 MRB. L. €. HUNKIN - Dianeme,’ Lo Blossoms,” and Campion’s

R of ' tho NDI'WﬂDd_ District High I(Jher}‘y' Ripe T:‘Ith th:}t in Wordsworth’s :

School Couneil, : Lucy poems—'She Was a Phantom of©
| Delight, She Dwelt Among Untrodden an
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| . . Men,” and ‘Thr Year: Vol
n increase during these years, with the ke ears She  Grewin

ingle exception of mathematics, which
shows a slight decrease. The decrease
in :ﬂngliﬂh is 25 per cent,

| ’ - .
Autumn,” or name some of the subjectsat
dealt with in the sonnets set. for

}as been an increase of 4 per cent. The.ne]t_ha_ﬂ”inﬂuencod the treatment of the
most remarkable fact that is disclosed by ™" oJect.
the table is that a student now has a bet-

get
La
1or ehance of passing in French and Latin

for your study resemble most the modern

decrease in English passes continues, in ©554¥8 rather than stories, or what ele
- . 5

' DISQUIETING POSITION smith ¥

¥ How this disquieting state of affairg BY the practical parent anxious to equip roc
has failed to attract the notice of the 118 child for the struggle for existence
, viversity Council is :bey?nd the concep- the foregoing questions are 1'101@{1.:;!5 un-
tion of the average plain eitizen, and there 1dulterated bunk, and quite unjustified As
Pﬁ‘ widespread and uneasy feeling that a test of mental competence in a child
’&;1': ildren are the victims f destined for, say, an engineering career.

. who have become mentallly Yet this is the sort of stuff the child
Arom the rest of the commumity, must suvmount, or he or she is bloclked
e saft wr- an 9’Mﬂﬁiﬁh from a professional career, giuce the
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: thln}g further to add in reply to M. deg’fﬁ of 1).8e., of “*"3‘-‘1;-1_.
N B R R Shakespeare has incompletely explainedunkin, who, after all, is not a member A1 N rinity Conrmty du 1914, ShSSda
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wrote recently of Sir Wil # 5
distinguish himself a

. one of 'thp most ﬂd y . g .h-.r
AN AFFECTICNATE APE. vanced of svientists w

i‘;:fnr:ern themselves with the 4
‘Recent investigations of the mentality irector of the Dm-.;_-y--lﬁ‘:atlt'ﬂ.d.ayri Research. ‘

apes suggest that they have mental

atom, and g

: : cads the world i he ' ' 5o
d emotional processes akin to those of- ¥ld In  that direction, A

j lelightful fact i e
Ways,” ‘T Travelled Among Unknownman,” declared Professor H. H. Woollardj i 1 s that. Sir

S

the Keyser Institute who, on one oceg-men.’

P : , your sion, inadvertently left two apes locked
- In the kindred subject, history, there study, and show how the form of the SON-out from their inner

compartment. The

night was cold, it came on to rain, and
: ; \ the monkeys got wet anc ncomfort:
: Question 4.—“Which of the eSSAYVE el v I uncomfortable,

ter their master remembered, and

_ ng 1 short story? Why are they. T opened the door and the animals at once
than he has in English. If the rate of" e o nm{'”ht]“h't.urned to go in. \When they got to the

930 no candidates will pass ments of satire and humor are to be found door, however, ‘“”“f" ]‘E‘Sit;ltf-‘llr turned
e | r in the essays of Steele, Addison, and Golg-Around, approached the professor, cn-

braced him, and then went into the inner

M1,
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, : ] a lecture on anatomy on Tuesday even-convention.
in Sun and Shower,” and Keats’ ‘Ode toing.

Laboratory in the Royal [ustitute he stil} 1

. William
anything but the austere scientist
Actually he is one of the

He instanced a case of a scientistmost genial, modest, and hospitable ﬁ
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