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jments at our Agricultural College for | spicuous success,
ons which are partly economicg, and The  time 8. now “far  past
n part, because there is no pro-| when 1t was mnecessary to adducel
period in our season when field|arguments in sopport of the utility of
ns are suspended, as for example special training for perpetual farmers. It

i« nevertheless essential that the teacher
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t he cannot generally be spaved,
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matter for points of the most direct con-
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Valie of Sound Tramine.

Farming as a Protession.

By W. R. Birks, B.Sc., (Agc.),

Australia where, no doubt, the Agricultural Bureau system has been a
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indicates the precautions neces  tof

breeding pure maize varieties.
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struction previously imparted.

There are many other details of prac-
tical work in which the college farm offers
better opportunities for experience than
can be found on any single private farm;
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ment, testing, :?n-d repai :ijlﬁ ngdting and |1n the handling of stock, ORI
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| II’ﬁ-’ﬂ!lobﬁBmEd. and will continue to ob-
toin, the techmical knowledge mnecessary

for their success upon the land.

. Main_Function of Colleges. '
| L’ﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁml education in the more
specialized sense of the ferm, as mean-
ing an intensive course of theoretical and |
sractical traiming &xtending over a period
of two or three vears, 18 the main ifune-
tion of the agricultural colleges. Of this
type of institution there is now at least
’ﬁﬂe in each of the mainland States, and
all are organized on more or less simi-
Jar lines. For reasons referred to above
the students do not come principally from
rural homgs., As a matter of fact, from
'751"3 aper cent, of entrants arve cit)
| _" Al 10 pI‘E\"i‘OIlS knowledge of favrm-
g.  The Australian system of divid-
g the students’ time equally between
heoretical instruction and practical work
. therefore, well suited to our special
pequirements,  The afficacy of this system
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touch with actual farm practice in one
way or another, and i this regard the
Australian type of agricultural college en-
jovs a speeial advantage m that the eol-
lege farm 1%, except in the purely experi-
mental departments, conducted on sound
practical lines.

Utility of Practical Experience.

The direct utility of the . experience
gained on the ]ar'm'in-;ll side requires No
Miressing, and it 18 this Lype of work that
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practical teaching, and in the ulti w
analysis these subjects form the basis of | The quest
trne  agrieultural  training. Agriculture | aqueation for
rests so completely upon this grou of specialized ¢
physical and biological sciences that every |ywhich warrants
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phase of the work when 1
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tim‘- of them.

)

- -
Uyl

g
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subjects may appear at first sight less eﬁ te advanit

fascinating  than those associated with |ever, is mot borne
actual farm operations, and it is of their {whe the lack of a
importance that young students and the |cation almost mvar
untrained are sometimes inclined to be |in farming as
sceptical, Their imporfance, however, can joccupa ion. The
be emphasised by innumerable examples. |agricultu

A knowledge of the life histories of
fungus disedse and injurious insects leads
at onee to.a proper understanding of the
various remedial measures used in normal
farm and orchard practice. A knowledge
of the botany of crop plants gives not
only an appreciation of the importance
and possibilities of plant breeding and

that if farming 18 to

caried processes which-may be employed |the full, then s
) A |bhroad based and t

seed selection, but also pomnts the way profuﬁfﬂn! n |
to the proper application of the many and | may exercise his i tellec
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A meeting of Perth Dbusiness men

ﬂﬂﬂldf’d to-day to support the establish-
ment Of ) I'HIJ]HH!.-'I Of comnerce naf 1“];‘
th"ﬁ‘l‘ﬂit}’. :\Ir ]ll. .I,.r'llli.!. ]l]'t'-r-l.'ril'llf'. 1
the Federal Tnstitute of :\1;'-t'rl'lmd':illrr:' g
i!]ﬂt‘, body would give 600, and he 1'».'r,.-u..].
rive ,:L']'H]' towards the endowment. A
commitiee Was :l]}[_lull'[tl'!t i 0 ]';llé':h_i 1) -

dgowment of 44000, e

in this connection with diffevent crops. - £ 1 b O
dozen wheat wvarijeties: may l_ue raised and gulatmn stage, as 'j'_';
kept pure within the space: of a ' few linto any of |




