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Office of the High Commissioner

No, 1001, Western Pacific,
Suva, Fiji,

14th April, 1938.

Sir,

I am directed by the High Coramissioner

for the Western Pacific to forward, for your

2.1. "S. oB. guidance and use, fifty 'copies of the Closed

Districts (Pitcairn Group) Regulation No. 3 of

1938; together with ten copies of Proclamation

No. 5 of 1938 which has been issued by the High

Commissioner under Section 3 of tlie Regulation

and which declares the Pitcairn Group to be a

closed district.

2. It is His Excellency's wish tliat you

should carefully study the Regulation and he is

confident that he can rely upon you to ensure

strict compliance with its provisions. Copies

of the Regulation and Proclamation should be

posted up for public information in suitable

conspicuous places in the Court House and at the

landing place, and the provisions of the Regula

tion should be communicated whenever necessary

on board vessels calling at the island especial

ly in cases where persons from such ships propose

to

The Chief Magistrate,
Pitcairn Island.
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to land.

3. Copies of the Regulation ma^?- be sold

to any person desiring to purchase at a price

of Is.Od. a copy, and all money received from

such sales should be notified to this office.

Copies of the Regulation may not ordinarily

be given free of charge.

4. • I am to invite your attention to

Section 8 of the Regulation which gives the

Chief Magistrate power in certain cases to

issue permits to land and remain ashore for

periods up to twelve hours.

I am,

Sir,

Your obedient servant.

Secretary to the High Commission.
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Office of the High Commissioner

FOR THE Western Pacific,

Suva, Fiji,

241:11 March, 1937.

Sir,

I ajn directed by the High Goinmissioner

for the Western Pacific to aeknov.'ledge the re

ceipt of your letters of the HStli December and

25th January, relative to the case of Eldon and

Julia Coffin.

2. His Excellency has noted with concern

the position indicated in your letters, and

sympatiiises ^^ith you in your unfortunate ex

perience. In another letter I am informing

you of tile arrangements being made for the visit

of Administrative and Medical Officers to

Pitcairn Island. Mr. Neill will be able to

advise and assist you in these matters, and he

will have the necessary legal powers to deal

with the cases of Eldon and Julia Coffin.

I am.

Sir,

Your obedient,

Secretary to XHe High Commission

The Chief Magistrate,

Pitcairn Island.



♦

No. 1206.

Sir,

Office of the High Commissioner

FOR THE Western Pacific,

Suva, Fiji,

24th September, 1936.

I am directed by the^igh Commissioner
for the V/estern Pacific to acknowledge the

receipt of your letter of the 7th June, relative

to the case of Ivlell Warren, and to inform you

that His Excellency is advised by the Chief

Judicial Commissioner for the Western Pacific

that a woman cannot be compelled to disclose the

name of the man by whom she has had or is about

to have an illegitimate child.

2. In view of the words occurring in your

letter -

"to punish the girl alone for being on the

"family way"

I am to state that the Chief Judicial Commissioner

advises tnat your attention should be called to

the fact that this is not a punishable offence.

3. I am to express His Excellency's regret

that he is unable to give any more useful assis

tance to you in this matter, and to state that he

sympathises with you and the people of Pitcairn

Island in your endeavour to suppress such offences

against
The Chief Magistrate,

Pitcairn Island.
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against propriety, "but in the absence ^

dealing with the offence - and such ^ appears

to he impracticable - no useful Court' action
appears to be possible.

I am,

Sir,

Your obedient servant

Secretary to the Higt^
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No. 1206
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Office of the High Commissioner

FOR THE Western Pacific,

Suva, Fiji,

16th April, 1935.

Sir,

I am directed hy the Assistant High

Commissioner for the Nestem Pacific to acknow

ledge the receipt of yo^jr letter of the 20th

Fehrijary, relative to the application of

Pitcairn Island Local Law No. 2.

2. I am to state that in a case such as

you mention, ijnder the Law there is no power to

inflict any punishment whatever on the girl.

I am,

Sir,

Your obedient servant

Secretary to the High Commissioner,

The Chief Magistrate,

Pitcairn Island.
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Office of the High Commissioner

FOR THE Western Pacific,

Suva, Fiji,

Ho* SIS. 26tli Marcli, 1928.

Sir,

I am directed "by tlie Acting Hi^ Comml ssioner

far tlie Western Pacific to inform you that a petition

has been receired from Mr. Lincoln Glark petitioning

for a legal separation frcai his mfe Lena on certain

grounds. On his ex: parte statement his -wife irould

appear to "be subject to periodical attacks of mental

derangement.

2. I am to request that you •will enquire into

the mat'ter and furnish a report for His Excellency's

information and consideration.

3. In the circumstances -the best course would

seem to be for -the husband and wife -fco separate lire

eqjart mutual consent, "the husband mav-t suitable

proTision for her cere and maintenance, preferably by

a rela'ti've. If on inTes'tiga'tian you are satisfied as "to

the necessity for such action you should take the matter

in hand and arrange accordingly. Xn that case you

Bhottld take care to assure that no one interferes with

Mrs. Clark and, if you find anyone doing so, you should

warn them that the consequences may ^ serious,

proTided the case is as bad as Mr, Xt to be.

I am.
Sir,

Tour obedient serrant,

®ie Chief Magistrate,

Pi-tcaim Island, Sccre-tary -to the Hi^ CoBmission.



Office of the High Commissioner

FOR THE Western Pacific,

Suva, Fiji,

¥0. 3584» ^5^ January* 1927..

Sir,

I am directed l?y tlie Higb. Commissioner for

tne Western Pacific to acknowledge tlie receipt of

your letter of tlie 9tli November last, relative to the

case of l£ra. Stella Young and to inform you that

His Excellency is advised that on the facts

furnished there appears to be no evidence before

the Court to enable the Magistrate to decide that

Burnett Christian is the father of the child»

2. I am to request that in seeking the

High Commissioner's advice on matters of this

nature a full statement of the offence to be

charged and the law relating to such offence may

be furnished for the infonnaticm Excellency's
advisers.

I am*

Sir,

Your cbedient

The Chief Magistrate,

Pitcairn Island.

®®rvant*

Secretary to the
Sh Commission.



Ho. 1190.

OiTICB OP THE HiGH CoMMISSIONEE,

PGR THE Western Pacipic,

Suva, Piji,

August 14th, 1924.

Sir,

With refereace to your letter of the 8th

ultimo^ with regard to the value of certain evidmce

in bastardy cases, I am directed to refec you to the

Acting Secretary's letter of the l6th Jebruary, 1922,

which contains the information you require. I eiclose

a copy for easy refereace.

I am,

Sir,

Your 0^8(31 ait servant.

Acting secretary to the High Comission.

The Go'vernmait Secretary,

3?itcaim Island.
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Office of the High Commissioneh

FOR THE Western Pacific,

Suva, Piji,

FelDruary l6ttL, 1922.No. 158/22.

? •/•'

''hu'yk'':.'
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Sir,

I am directed 137 the Acting High Commis

sioner for the Nestem Pacific to acknowledge the

receipt of your letter of the 27th PecaiilDer last on

the subject of the support of illegitimate childrai

and to infomn you, in reply to your eiauiry in

paragraph 1, that the evideice of the woman will not

oondenn the man unless it is corroborated by other

evidaice.

2. In answer to the eiguiry in paragraph 2

of your letter I am to inform you that a woman cannot

charge more than one man at a time with being the

father of her child. If she fails against one man

she can bring another case against another man and so

on until sufficiait evidaice is produced to warrant

the issue by the'court of a mainteiance order against

some one.

I am etc.,

(Signed) H. Vaskess.

Acting secretary.

The OhieT Magistrate,

Pitcairn island.
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Office of the High Commissioner

FOR THE Western Pacific,

Shva, Piji,

Ho. 158/22. I-e'bruary l6th, 1922.

Sir,

I asi directed lay the Acting High Comniis-

sioner for the Western Pacific to aclmowledge the

receipt of your letter of the 27th Deconher last on

the subject of the support of illegitimate children

anri to infoim you, in reply to your enquiry in

paragraph 1, that the evidence of the woman will not

condemn the man unless it is corroborated by other

evidence.

2. In ansv/er to the enquiry in paragraph 2

of your letter I am to inform you that a' woman cannot
charge more tiian one man at a time with being the

father of her child. If she fails against one man

she can bring another case against another man and so

on until sufficient evidence is prodixied to warrant

the issue by the court of a maintenance order against

some one.

I am,

f • - •

Your obedient servant,

The Chief Magistrate,

Pitcairn island.

Acting kecrfitary.
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E'o* 1563.

Office of the High Commissioner

FOR THE Western Pacific,

Suva, Fiji.

3rd August, 1918,

Sir,

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your

letter of the 25th May last^and to transmit to you, for

your information, a copy of a minute "by Sir Charles Uavson

the Chief Judicial Commissioner,on the questions raised in

your letter regarding

a, the marriage which the woman Isabella and the man

Benjamin Young, both of Pitcaim Island, desire to

contract, and

b, the suggestion of the local Council at Pitcairn

that "joint paternity" should be recognised on the

Island.

2, I shall be glad if you will inform the Chief J*Iagi3\«

trate in the sense of His Honor's minute, and authoj-ige

him at the same time to warn David Young and Minna Chris

tian, as well as any others who wilfully disregardithe

rulings of the local Court, that their misbehaviour will

be enquired into when next a Deputy Commissioner vigits

the Island and that they will, if necessary, be dealt with

severely unless their conduct has improved.

3. I regret to state that your letter and its enclosures

have been mislaid inadvertently since the date of the

Chief Judioial Commissioner's minute and that it has not

been possible, therefore, to register the birth that was

reported. I shall be much obliged if you will obtain a

Th% Deputy Commissioner for Pitcaim Island,
I

copy,

«

H. B. H's Agtiijug Consul,

Tahiti,
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copy of the original notice of hirth and forward it to me

in case the original copy cannot "be found.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your most obedient Servant,

Acting High Commissione;
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His Ebccellenoy,

Where, on a trial for bigamy, absence for 7

years is proved it is for the prosecution to shew that prison-

er knew his wife ( or her husband) to be alive some time during

the 7 years: this defence v/ould not validate the marriage if

in fact the spouse was alive, but under the circumstances as

stated I see no reason why to discourage the union of Benjamin

and Isabella.

2, As to the second point the idea of "joint pater

nity" is somewhat startling and, although local conditions

appear tp be abnormal, the proposal seems to be inconsistent

with the provisions of section 2 of the local laws .

An alleged father of a woman's Child must first be proceeded

against and if he is not convicted Ahen the mather can take

proceedings against another and to work through the list of

possible fathers until they are exhausted or the Court is

satisfied as to the responsibility of one of them: they cannot

be dealt with 'en bloc*

Initialled C. 3. D.
4.
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Sir :-

£3fnTi':jrj CorisULArn,

T/> -Ii-r I "1 Of, I•'••-r /'f'

June 20th, 1917

In pursutnoe of instructions received from

His ExcellencT the High ooimnissioner for the Western

Pacific, 1 am enclosing a letter, dated September 11th,

1916, written by D. A* Young, and you are requested, at

your earliest convenience, to return this letter with your

remarks thereon and an explanation of the situation#

^ I am further instructed to inform you that in
all oases for which punishment is provided by the looal

laws, you must with your assessors, where necessary, give

your decision on the case and award such piinishraent as

you may think fit.

Paragraph No.18, of the looal laws of Pitoalm,

provides that persons unable to pay cash fines or pe

nalties may be permitted to work them out, in public

service, at the rate of 5/- a day.

I have the honour to be.

Yours sincerely.

The Chief Magistrate,

PITOAIRN.

. - •

Acting consul.

-mi*



June 20th, 1917

•i

sir :-

Your letter, dated September llth 1916, has

been forwarded to His Sxoell<NiaT the High OotBmleeloner

for the Western Paolflo, and,

1 have been Instructed to inform you that all

oomraunioations to His Rxoellenoy must be transialtted to

the Ohlef Magistrate*

Z remain.

Yours,

sincerely.

Acting OensiO.*

Mr* D* A* Young,

PITeAIHM,



COPY.

Office of the High Oomralseloner

for the Western Pacific,

Suva, Fiji.

15th May, 1917.

No. 922.

Sir

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of

your letter of the 12th March last, forwarding a letter from

the Chief Magistrate of Pitcaim on the subject of the local

laws and administration of the Island.

2. I shall be glad if you will explain to the

Chief Magistrate that any amendmends V7hich he may desire to

introduce into the local laws must be drawn up by the Island

Council, consisting of himself, the two Assessors, and the

Chairman of committees, and submitted to you for the consi

deration of the High Commissioner.

3. You should inform the Chief Magistrate

that I consider that six months' residence in the Island

would be a reasonable period to require from a newcomer

before allowing him to have a vote, and that the appointment

of a Court Policeman, who should bo a person who can be relied

•n to carry out efficiently the duties entrusted to him,

should be made by the Chief Magistrate.

4. Only ^crimes of the gravest nature, as, for

example, those referred to in paragraphs 15, 21 and 22 of

the local laws, should be held over to bo dealt with by the

Deputy Commissioner, and in such cases, the accused persens

should be detained in custody pending the receipt of the

Deputy Commissioner's instructions.

riM
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5. It is the duty of the Chief Masistrate to

see that obedience to law and order is maintained on the

Island, and that penalties awarded by the Court are duly

carried out. The office of Chief Magistrate should not be

held by a person who is unable to exert his authority and

cannot command obedience.

6. It is desirable that the Chief Magistrate

should explain why a suitable prison cannot be encted so that

persons undergoing sentence of imprisonment can be Xept in

confinement.

7. The Chief Magistrate should be ashed, also,

to explain the circumstances which preclude the marriage of

Isabel and Benjamin.

I have the honour to bo,

Sir,

Your most obedient servant.

(signed) Biohham Escott,

High commissioner.



No8.

Sir

, Bb-itisk Gcksul^te,

.TivKiri, Society' IsL^wiOi

3rrt August 1913

Looal Lav/s and Regualtions.

I have the honour to request that you will please

mafce and send to me by the first opportunity a ooinplete

copy of the Local Lav/s and Regulations under y/hich you

Govern the Island

Your Lav/s and Regulations have been altered and added

to at different times on visits by Depiity Commissioners

and Captains of Men of War that I wish to compare them

y/ith the copies I have here.

I have the honour to be

Sir

Your Obedient servant

The Chief Magistrate

Pitoalrn Island

-.ar'

:V'<

H.B.M,Consul &

Deputy Commissioner



• •
4 < '

• . • »

-0 i

»• '£••* .r.

ai3 ^ajoaty* % '"CHAfiI»SNG88". Pitaaipn Island.
Uth itaroh im.

At tho ro(juo3t of tho Ohiaf ila^istrato aiut MM^ert

of his Board of Affairs, havia«. ^'Oaaiderad tho quostioa of the -

inportation of alcoholic linuftr.c* ^
. " iuorg as laid do*m in paragraph of the

''Pitoaim Island Givil Rocord#n« t
. /-order , I ^ gtronsly of orini^n tliwt
thoir decision ia doleting tha ^ ^«s aooond part of this clause froiv.

«»ro» Other Rosidents & n . „ _ ^
to suhsoquont oxfence is a

* ♦

right and proper one and should
09 acted on until the sanction of

His tojesty's Bepoty
- •ioner can be obtained.

t •

• »

:' • m'

I )i

•?i :

i- ♦

•.» i!

, " 1> • ' • i-'\ •'•, Vl • 4-4. V" .

't • •*
'' ' ' •* >

I • s

\

. I :

'j'lj •
,v

•^.r

• •/••

*.'': -'I, •
1 •

^ 4i ".• .. ' ^ .
j A ' ' f' '•' '• • ^^•'' '' '-'As \' •• •• : '• . </ '•*?

•.. * . -I '*4rlS»J " j_. .\ . ..J

" , • ' •'y'
V-

■■•♦•«• f..

\ \.. •• --r

nf

t *



British Consulate

Tahiti.

28th February, lgll«

Sir:-

By a despatch dated 2nd November 1910,received

from His Majesty's High Commissioner for the Western

Pacific, I am to inform you that His Excellency agrees

to the abolishment of the External Committee,and that

the Internal Committee need only exist.

You will kindly inform the Islanders of this

change.

I am.

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

The Chief Magistrate

Pitcaim island.

H.m, Uonsul.

\



Olonsixlatf,

Tahiti.

jjq,35, 22 October, 1907.

Sir;

As it appears that material evidence in the affiliation

case "Annie Warren versus Norris Young"was withheld from me

during my recent visit to your Island in H.M.S."Torch", I bes:

to request that this matter may be re-opened and that you,

with your Assessors,will make the fullest enquiries•and send

to me by the earliest opportunity the written evidence of

both parties,and of their witnesses,in order that I may be in

a position to re-consider the question.It is essential that ^

the dates of the birth of the two parties in this case should

oe given.

I am.

Sir:

Your obedient servant

the chef MAGISTRATE.

(SiC ., ., &c.

PITCAIRN ISLAND.

H.M'S Deputy Commissioner.
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assistance, and sliould their decision be objected to, he

....'.v ;'^v. '•> •..Vv •'
is' to call a. jury of heads of families to .whose decision
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' the parties are to abide until the arrival of the first
.> . Vl.

i to whose Qommander the case must

be submitted, and from whose decision there is no
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•.'•'̂ 1^;^PP©sl. Also the authority of enacting laws are
••' • -A' S.

invested into his hands, and to see all laws properly
. , _V.

'•• supported, and all fines duly executed, and to summon

?V.vy others to assist him in enforcing his authority. Also

he can punish in trivial matters of all description.

.\. when done or tend to evil, at his will.
'A. ../

v.A 'V-"-.'''-"'.. -i: V

. ••• v
' V Vv •"*»:" •••»»" • '• • . . .. • ii. - ,.:. . ••••I.;:',

•.>wv.r:.y.sy-^'

i'fv ..• /v ••v -••'-'••••'-vl- '-y •••''•- • •••

^ V, - A- • • • » • j- V •.v- • V-- . •/•X'p.x.v,.*' / A . ''..o.-ii ' •» . V; •• • •»».. l"

'<

f,».' -vy5i>a;' K-.'-s' v'.: ft---ft""?"i

ft;ft: -^"ft ••'. .ftft V:ft -ft .. ft-: •-^.•..':.-,.-;• • --ftv:: y,.^y4


