The Secretary,

WESTERN PACIFIC HIGH COMMISSION.

Pitcairn lsland,

Sth December, 1940,

Shxy

| have the honour to ftorward a copy of the
Rules made by the Island Council under Regulation 6
of the Pitcairn Island Government Regulations, 1940,
It will be noted that under Regulation 6 (2] any rules
made by the Council shall come into torce on the day
ot their public notification, in this instance the Ist
December, but that coplies have In every case fo be sent
to the High Commissioner, who has power to amend or
revoke them at his discretion,

2. For convenlence of reterence the rules have
been dlvtdéd into tive parts, dealing respectively with
the control ot the public boats, visiting passing ships,
the use of public property, the control of livestock,
and sanitations Simple and stralighttorward though
these rules appear when set out In thelr final torm, the
actual wording of several of them caused more discussion
and controversy in the island than the entire code of
regulations, In the case of Rules 2 to 12, it reauired
meetings spread over a period of over two months for the
text to be reduced to a form acceptable to the majority,
and several other rules gave almost as much trouble, The
reason for this pecullar situation appeared to be that,
while the main code ot laws were ot interest principally
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to members ot the local government and prospective
wrongdoers, the rules affected every member of the
community in their ordinary everyday lite.

3. The rules contained in Part | are almost
identical with the regulations of the former External
Committee, as framed by Mr R.T. Simons, the British
Consul at Tahif1171904. The main alterations are
that more powers are given to the Council and less to
the Internal Committee, and the senction of the former
body is made obligatory whenever a public boat is to
be used for visiting Henderson or Oeno Islands. The
tformer regulations dealing with public trading have-
been deleted, as all trading Is now done on an individual
basis; and the law prohibiting more than one boat from
visiting a ship on the Sabbath Day has been similarly
lett out, since it has long ceased to be enforced. My
own view is that the system of public boats, like public
trading and other communal institutions, Is due to dis~
appear in the course of the next tew years, probably
to the uvltimate benetlt of the island, as the continual
quarrels caused by the working of these boats has an
adverse ettect on the whole lite of the community,

4, The elaborate system of rules regulating the
visiting of ships by women and children In Part Il is
rendered necessary by the unfortunate fact that there
is no longer enough seating accommodation iIn the publie
boats tor all In the island, As the greater part of
the inc‘ome of the islanders is obtained from selling
curios to the passengers and crews of passing vessels
and the women are by tar the keenest traders, one can
well Imagine whet a hornet's nest is stirred up by any
attempt to regulate their vse of the boats,. And vet ¢

no regulation should
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no regulation should be attempted, the boats would
either sink through over-loading or eclse the weaker
women would never succeed in getting & place on one.
As regards the tinal form of these nine rules, |
cannot say that they satisfy every woman in the island,
for there will always be a minorlity who feel that some=
one else is obtaining an unfalr advantage over them,
but 1 am convinced that as a result of several months
of trial and amendment they represent the fasirest system
that it is humanly possible to devise, The only real
solution of the problem, however, is the bullding of
suftticient boats to permit every man, woman, and child
in the island to visit every ship that callss

Se Rule 13, one of the numerous signs that the
morals of the islanders are no longer what they are
reputed to have once been, is designed to prevent certaln
ot the local women from prostituting themselves to the
crews of visiting vesselss Ot the remaining rules,
all except the last two are based on existing regulations,
Rule 23 merely codifies and enforces the present practice,
while Rule 24 represents an obviously desirable innovete
lone

G In concluslion | would state that while the
rules now being forwarded will no doubt require adding
to and amending In the future | am satistied that in
their existing torm they are well adapted to the present
needs of the community and | do not recommend that His
Excelicacy's powers of amendment and disallowance should
be exercised as regards any of them. It would probably
be an advantage, however, If these and all future rules
made by the Island Council were printed In the Cazette,
in & similar manner to the Island Regulations of Oceen'

lsiand and the
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Island and the Gilbert and Ellice Groups; this practice
would enable a proper record to be kept of local legis~
lation, besides adding to the efiectiveness of the rules
themselvess At present, when the only local record of
@ glven rule is a typewritien copy In the possession of
the island Secretary, they are apt to tall into period-
ical desuvetude,

7o Copies of the School and the Prison Rules,
8lso made by the Island Council under Regulation 6, are
being forwarded under separate cover,

| have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

(Signed). He.E. Mavde.,

High Commission Representative,

Pitcairn lsland,
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Part | = The Public Boats, Boat Houses and

Public Trading.

ls The building, manning, and general
management of the public boats, the construction gnd-
maintenance of the public boat houses, and the conduct
of bublic frading shall be under the confrol'o!.fht
internal Committee of the Islands 2

2e Any person using a public boat without
obtaining the consent of the Committee shall be lisble
to & tine not exceeding three pounds,

3¢ The Committee shall not grant their consent
to & public boat being used for visiting ﬁny other

island until they have obtained the approval of the

: Councll,

Appolintment of
Boet Captains,

Powers of Boast
Coptainsge

4e  The Committee shall appoint a Captain for.
each bost, such appointments to be subject in cach
case to the approval of the Counclis,

L The Captain ot each boat shall have charge

of its navigation snd working when on the water, He

shell be responsible for the satety of the beat and In
the event of rough weather he shall have power to |
retuse to take more than the number of pessengers and
the amount of cargo that he considers safe. Any
passenger or member of the crew disobeving an order of
the Ceptain made in pursvance of the paicrl conferred
vpon him by this rule shall be llable to @ fine not

exceeding two pounds,



Care of boefs '
while lying
alongside shipse

Loading and dis~
charging n{ cargo.

Repairs to boatss

Vomen to have
turns for visiting
Shlpio

R i

O The Captain of each boat shall detail one
or more mcmbcr; of the crew in rotstion who shall be
résbonsible for “the care of the boat while lying
afongsidc 8 sh!p.'. Any member of the crew who $ails
to pertorm this work when ordered so o do or who
pertorms it negligently or carelessly or who leaves
his boat without the prior sanction of the Captain
shall be liable to a fine not excccdlng.two poundse

| e The crew of cach boat shall be responsible,
under the direction of the Ceptain, for the loading
and discharging of cafgo to and from the boat. Any
member of the crew who fails to perform this work er
who pertorms 1t negligently or carclessly shall be
liable to a tine not exceeding one pound, :

8, The Captain shall report to the Committee
whenever his boat requires any large repairs and shall
have the right to work with the repalrers on his own
boate All small repairs shall be done by the Captain

himselt with the assistance of his crew,
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Poart Il = Use of Public Boats for Visiting Ships.

Qs -The Committee shall prepare a list containe
ing the names of all women over the age ot sixteen
vears who desire to visit passing ships in the publie
boatse This list shall be divided up in such a
manner as.tn give every woman Included 1n 1t a turn in
rotetion; provided that any woman whe has no man In
her family or household to do her trading shall be
entitled to visit every alternate ship for which turns

are permitted to the other women,



Privilege of boat=-
tenderse

Gitt or exchange
of turnsse

women visiting
ships on the
Sabbath Daye

Restrictions on
women visiting
cargo end passe
enger shipsas

Penalty for un=
lewtul use of
8 public boate

Penalty for Boat
Captainsg who
permit vnlawful
use of a public
boats

Children and young
persons visiting
shipse

ﬂaﬂ

10s  The men whose turn it is fo look atter
the bocis while’ fhev are alongside the shlp shall be
entitled to take & woman each to do ?hcir frading {or
them, ' |

i1« . Any woman may give her turn to another, or

exchange her tura with anofher by mutual agre¢m¢n+-

\e

provided rhaf such gift or exchange Il nofifled to a X
member of the Committee, % : : 3 “_\_

124 The svsi;h of turns sh&ll nof_operaic on
the Sabbath Dave Any woman who wishes to visli @
Shlp In & public bost on the Sabba}ﬁ 5)v-nhdl! app{¥
to one of the Boat Captains who mcv-ln:bls dlicrc}lon
allow her to visit fhc'ship in his boéi# _

13, Women are not permitted to visit cargo
ships at any time or passengzr ships between the hours Al
of € pems and 4 aume in the publlc boail. :

la, Any woman who visits & ship !n.d'publlg
boat other than in accordance with the i;regoing rules
shall be liable to o flne not cscecdlng onc pound and
to torfeiture of her ncxt succtcdlng iurn.

156 Any Boat Captain who permi%s a womin.éo
enter a4 public boat for the purpose of visiting 4':h1p
other than in sccordance with the toregoing rules shall
be liable to & fine not exceeding ten shillingss

166 1t shall be unlawtul tor & child or person
under the age of sixfeen years to visit any ship;
provided that males between fhelngts ofN}OUFfCCH and
sixteen may, with the consent of the Committee, visit
ships aftter school hours and before 6 eems tor the
purpose of learning to man the boastls, Any person

oftending ageinst this rule shall be Jiable to a tine

not exceeding ten shillings; provided thet should the
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person convicted be under fhé age ot ftourteen years
the payment of the fine shall be enforced against the

parent or guardians

Exception when L {7¢ . MNothing in the foregoing rules shall apply
“medical advice : ' _
or attention iIs fo cases where It is necessary ftor a woman or person
required,

under the age of sixieen.vears, owing to iliness, to
visit a shlp'ln order to obtain medical advice ar.
afiéh%lon; provided that in every such cese the consent
ot the Council or,'!n 8 case of urgent necessity, of
the Chfcf Magistrete shall have been first obtained,
and furfhcr provided that such woman of person under
Itﬁe age of sixteen vcart'docs not engage in any ftrading

activities while on boards

- O . W o -

: Part 111 = Use ot Public Property.

Use of publie - 18¢ Any person who, with the conseni of the
bulldingse .
: Committee, makes vse of any public building end fails
to liccp out and tidy up such bulliding betore his
deperture fhcrc!roﬁ, shall be llable to a fine not
exceeding ten shillings and the Court may order him
to pay compensation for any damage done by him to the
bulldings
Use of the sugir 19, Any person who, with the consent of the
m‘[‘;hcusc@
Committee, makes vse of the svger mill house and
neglects to cerry the refuse resulting from his work
beyond the tirst row of coconut trees shall be liable

to a tine not exceeding ten shillingss
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Part IV » Control of Livestocks

Branding ot goatss 20 The Committee shell appoint one or more
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Goat Masters who shall be responsible for the branding
of all goats on the Island,
Chasing or cafching . o Any person chasing or caf&hlng goats
goaltss ' 5
‘without the prior sanction of one of the Goat Masters
shall be lisble to & fine not exceeding ten shillings,
Neglecting to show ' 224  Any person neglecting to show the ears of
ears of goats : VA
killeds a goat killed by him to the Head Goat Master shall be
llable to. @ $ine not exceeding one pdqndq
i \
I\ 4 , .
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Part V - Senitelions
(- _II } 3 ! . ‘.\-:
Cleanling the public 23¢  Any person-rziusibéxor pcgl?:fiﬁﬁ to keep
roads I3 iy
clean that portion of the publiic road lying within the
| ; - 3
limits alloted to him by the Commitiee shall be llable
to a fine not exceeding ten lh!ll!ngs.
Latriness 24s  Every inhablted dwelllng house shall be

provided with & proper latrine to the satisfaction of
the Commiflees The owner or dccupler of any house
who retuses or neglects to complé with this rule shatl
be liable to & tine not exceeding two poundss
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{Signed), David A, Young.

Pltcalrn Island, Chiet Magistrate,
Jst December, 1940, Pitcairn Islands
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PUBEIC NOTICE

The tirst turn for visiting ships will take place tomorrow,
September 21st, when the R.M«Se "Tamaroca" is expected to
arrive off the island. Any woman who, from conscientious
reasons, does not wish to visit the ship should either make
arrangements to exchange her turn with someone else, or eclse
notity a member of the Council who will arrange for her to

take an extra turn on another day.

Chiet Magistrate,
20th September, 1940, Pitcalrn Island.




Draft Copye.

Rules made by the Council under Regulation 6 of the

Pitcoaifslsland Regulations, 1940,

Women visiting passing shipsa

{1) The Committee shall prepare a list containing the names of all
women over the age ot sixteen years who desire to visit
passing ships. This list shall be divided vp in such a
manner as to give every woman included on It a turn in
rotation; provided that any woman who has no man in her family
resident on the island and capable ot visiting ships shall

have an extra turn,
{2) Not more than five women shall be allowed in any one boat,

(3) No woman shall visit & passing ship unless her name is on the
list of turns for that particular occasion; provided that any
woman may give her turn to another, or exchange her turn with
another by mutual agreement, such gift or exchange to be

notitied to a member of the Committees,

(4) The Captain of a boat shall not permit any woman to enter his
boat tor the purpose of visiting a ship unless it is her turn
to visit such ship in his boat, as notified on the list
prepared by the Committee, or unless she shall have obtained

such turn by gitt or exchange In accordance with Rule 3.

(5) Until further notice women are not permitted to visit cargo

ships at any time or passenger ships between sunset and sunrise.

(6) Any woman visiting a@ ship whose name is not on the list of
turns for that particular occasion or who has not obtained

such tura by giftt or exchange in accordance with Rule 3 shall

be liable fo a tine not exceeding one pound and te o PTG v e

of her next




ot her next succeeding turn.

(7) Any Captain ot a boat who permits a woman, whose name is
not on the list ot turns for that particular occasion or

who has not obtained such turn by gitt or exchange in

accordance «ith Regualtion 3, to enter his boat tor the
purpose of visiting a ship shall be liable to @ #ine not
exceeding ten shillingse

181 Nothing in the foregoing rules shall apply to cases where
it is necessary for a woman, owing to serious illness, to
visit a ship in order to obtain medical advice or atientions
provided that in every such case the prior consent of the

Council shall have been ftirst obtained.
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