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1933

Beru,

Central Pacific,

June 25th. 1933.

We got away from Ocean Island on the 14th, "Nimanoa" came
in on the 13th and was hmarried away so that we could catch the
Macquaerie which was eEpected to leave Tarawa on the 18th. Ve
wirelessed the ship and Kum Kee, the manager of Ong Chong to whom
the ship belongs, answered that they would wait for us if we were
late. Wasn't it awfully nice of them? Ag it happened we got iuto
Terawa a Ffew hours before the "Macquarie" but as I had been awfully
311 the Ceptain said they would not sail until the next day althougi
they were quite ready to go that same day. "Nimanoa wes truly
dreadful, I have never felt so ill and not even the champagne was
any goodi poor little Barbara Holland wes sick all the way too,
it took us two end s half days to do the trip, and the morning we
arrived st Tarawa Barbara got up and was wandering around the deck
when her mother suddenly saw her legs wobble and they just had time
to eatech her as she fainted. Of course she hadn't had any food all
that time. The sea wasn't rough, not a quarter as bed as the last
time we ceme to Beru, but her motion seems to get worse and worée.

I don't think it was nerves on my part either as I did not worry
about the trip at all beforehand and even Harry felt siek.

We had just twentyfour hours on Tarawa and stayed with tke

Armstrongs, they, poor dears, are dying to get away on leave, there

L. ST Ay
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really is no reason why Cept.Holland should not take over the district
at any rate temporarily and Mrs. Armstrong has to get home before

the baby arrives, they-do not want to cut thins too fine! The
doctor said a couple of days ago that he heard over the air that
Armstrong had taken things into hls ovn hands and haed handed over to
Capt. Holland end was proceeding %0 Tara;;'éﬁ "Nimenog", I wonder

if he will get into an awful row. He knows of course that if

they miss this opportunity they cennot get away until the end of
Avgust at the very earliest.

The great pekce of news is that Mr. Grimble has at last
got his transfer and has been given the position of Administrator of
9t. Vincent. The news arrived the day after we left Ocean, much to
our disgust because it would have been sueh fun to see how the
different people reacted to the news. Some were so certain that he
would return and had more or less burned their boats as far as the
Ma.jor was concerned and were just waiting for Mr. Grimble's return.
We haven't heard whether Major Swinbourne is to be offered tue job
here or whether a new man is coming.

We brought the Leembrugsens' dog with us, he behaved very
well on the whole coming here and seemg to be quite happy but Koura
hates having him here. Beru is still terribly dry although Tarawa
and the northern iSLand#have had plenty oz rain tuere has been
hardly any here. I'm afraid a good many of my plants have died
but there are enough left to meke wuite & good show when tney have
been watered properly for a week or two, at present the poor things

are rather parched and brown, Dr, Steenson brought a lot of ferng

from the Ellice and says I can have as many as I want. If only we
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get good rain this season. There is actually a wee scrap of grass
and I expeet it woula be quite all right again after a lot of rain.

The doctor hag just installed an electric light plant in
his house, it is such a neat little engine and will make & lot of
difference to his house. Our house, unfortunately, is too far away
to have any wires brought across. While we were away the two
bedrooms have had their rioors cemented, they have been done very weld
and are & great improvement, the old lime floors were very uneven,
cracked and dirty. New mats have also been made, beautiful mats
they are with pattergg on them. Our bedroom had & ship, & turtle
and a fish worked in it and the name of the village the women who
made it came from. Now we are going to have a new mat for the
lounge and ome for the dining room, made by the same women. The
posts of the lounge are being repainted and this time we are £oing
+o have them decorated in native fashion. One of my women has
mede two delightful mat covers for two of my tables, One is round
and looks ripping eand the other is square. I'm going to see if
I can't get them to make round cushions now, I think they would be
very popular. I got a lot of orders on Ocean Island and their total
value is overfilZ. The women should be pleased.

The warship should be here on the 27th July, they will have
only ome day here but we are trying to errange something for them,
ot meny can come &shore here as it is en outside anchorage, we are
e three or four of them t0 lunch and as many as can

going to invit

come to tea. T suppose they will ask us out to dinner hut I don't

FlagehiD 18 also coming into the Colony but is only going
1and end Funafuti.

know, The
t0 Ocean I8
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Lays b&fﬁra leaving Bnm We heard rumoura that Fe}.i;}ua-r Chohlet was

on the rampage and telling his adherents all kinds of stupld things so

Facry sent him s letler, just saeying thet there Wers. one or two thinga he

would like to discusg with him and would he come over. The Father | ot

replied that he was sorry that 'h_e could not aceept Ear-.:y"’ﬁ invita}iori ‘Q'

as he wished things to go up to their superiors. Well, ‘that ghowed ;

that there wes something in the wind but we haa not the vegiest idea

vhat could be the matier except that saws of the Catholios aad come

%0 Rarry a few days .previoual:f because the Court had. baﬁnd.. them over

for not attending a meeting, or at least for nov teliing the Magistrate

that they particulerly wanted t¢ fish on that dey as the next day

waa adae feast day. Harry had no sooner starited to tell them that

he thought i¥ would have been only polite to informm the Govlp. that

they did rnot intend coming to the meeting when cne of the Catholics

began telling Harry whet he should heve done! ° Harry told hi.:ﬁ, to

renove himself from the office so they gll went looking very aipry and

ne doubt had a fine tale to tell the Father. In all probability he

told them what to say to Harry. However, affer sending telegramns to

the Major and worrying the Father for some days hg was porsvaded to

put in writing the charges he had against Eam, : "ﬂhej."haia. »roved te

be sbsolutely futile and we all wonder if the poor old Fathar has gone

off his head. One charge is that Harry has nepglegted the children of

the ieland snd that they are all gterving. We haear that the Bishop

is net going Lo take any notice of the Faothsr so we hope it will all

blow over but we also hope that he will be removed because he Lakes

things very difficult,
Prom Beru we vﬁ'rt $0 Wikunau end spent the day shore whille the

‘recruiting was in progrese, The next day we were at Onoloa. Harry

hidy

I",A. .h'.

L
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Magdonald and T sailed ashore and it took we an hour and a half.
I I'ia& some washing done by the women prif;oz;ers ar:c_l took Mr. and Nrs,
Ganbling for a walk. . From Onotoa we went to Aroras, an awfully nice
little reef island,  There wes no surd hut going s3hors was quite fun
They bave built & tremendous cement chursh thérs, it looks very '_';Ein__e‘ to
The next island was Témana, another reef island but not neariy S0
attractive as Arorae.  We had quite a bit of excitcment getiing back
on board,  The ship was a long way out when we gtarted but came in
when they saw ue and we cene alongside and got on while she wss moving.
The next dey we were back at Onotoa; we only repatristed the first .
tine and from there we went to Nonouti. fiononti is a large isiand
with a tremendous lagoon.  We had to guf’the Catholic stetion first
to deliver cement and from thers we went t¢ the Govi. station, it took
us from 9.30 a.m. to 2.30 p.m. to got there and we vers all burnt to
a frasrleé.  Unfortunately one hoet got stuek st thy Cathelic station
a® they oould not get it unloaded befors the tide went dewn so the
lavneh hed to go back for it and did 10t raturt until edout Sp.m. you
-aan imagine how tired the pocr men wera! We spout the anight ashore
and it was zrea'b :E‘un, There were eight of us end Mrs. Gaibliag and
T With Uris and enother boy had to Iget the supper, The aen decided
that thoy wanted Bacon and Egpa, we bad one mmall frying pan and
8 primus stove and got a lot of fun out °f the cooking., The next
moyning Mr, and Mra. Gambling and I got three bicyeles and went for
a long ride.  I've never ridden on such & hard saddle but otherwise
the Tide was lovaely. Coming baok to the ship tmsk just two hours
but we didn't loave the shore wuntil 4,30p.n. 80 it was net very hot,
Yesterday wﬁwere at Tabiteuea but I did not go ashore as I have been




11,

b there before , it is an awful drag ashore mnearly as bad as Nonoutbi,
and I was very sunburnt I stayed on board and made out my next ’ﬁﬁ
store order and with luck it will be just in time to catch the
loading ship in October. This momming we are at sea, we should be
at Maiana about 2.30 p.m, but as it is miles and miles and miles
across the lagoon and there are only s few people to go ashore we
are not going in at all but the natives will go over the reef near
the ship's anchorage. There are only two more islmnds to call
at'ana_then'we go to Taraws, we shall be there on Saturday. 1

| T have enjoyed the trip very much, Harry has been working
hard all the time of course but I have had a nice holiday-.
There was great excitement on board last night. a native went mad,
he threw himself overboard and fought like a demon when théy tried
to get him on board sgain. I believe he is fairly quiet today.
With mueh love t0 you all from us both,

Your loving,

Honos
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