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PROSPECTIVE EVIDENCE

Until recent years the only way of estimat-
ing f{uture scholastic success was by employ~
ing the traditional type of content examunation
based on courses already tuken. The dual func-
tion of examinations hak been thrown more
clearly into relief by the ‘invention . o intell-
gence tests, which make nio effort
altainments_ in  school. subjects, but. which ats
tempt to provide evidence which is prospective
rather than retrospective in significance.

“Strangely enough it is found that nder Sets
tain conditions one of the
30 minutes to ah hour may predict. sacecss a
school subjects several years hence as well as,
or even better than, a test in the subjects them-
selves, even though the examination consumes
several hours,” says the book under review.

Much interest was created by Valentine's book

England over faf wlde field and over‘a number
of years, he showed that the traditional exami-
nation is dl!tre%slnsly {allible when it comes to
| the selection of pupils on the ground of fitness
| for secondary education or fitness to receive
scholarships at the university.

In general, the investigations of the Victorian
authorities support the growing conviction that
both scholastic and intelligence. tests should be
employed in all e\uminnt'om upon which de-
cisions regarding the pupil’s future educational

| career are likely to be-based.
ACCURACY IMPORTA!

Aceuracy ‘Is important. in the prediction of
future (cholasuc success {n.a country like Aus-
h has a_selective type of secondars.
| e enttons o Stntes except Victoria, selec-
tion is based on external examinations conducted
simultaneously for all pup! But even when,
43 in Victoria, admission to secondary educa-
tion (and in the case of certain schools to the
university itself) is based on internal exami-
nation and school record, the process of selec-
tion is no less important.

n the first of the three studles given in “The
Prediction of Scholastic Suceess” Dr. Collmann
examines the wwecords of scholarship holders at
Melbournie University over a period of four stc-
cessive years, and compares them with the re-
cords of applicants who, though failing to re-
celve an award, entered the university and pur-
sued a course of study.

In the second paper Dr. Collmann gives the
results obtained by testing and studying the
xecords of approsimately 1000 pupll admitted

- during four years to the Melbourne Boys"
Scl

hool. - Results of seholmh: lnd Inlelllzence

+ tests are glven. 4

Replace Exams

(By “Ex-Pedagogue”)
South Australian ldIlEltlmhu

value of examinations,

Di

m(ﬁwdl urc in the melting
W oie

pot.

PROPOS of the recent discussions am
PN \ s

ong.

n
w the trend «mvardx fnhulmt-

DEFINITE CONCLUSIONS.

Dr. Jorgensen's paper runs on similar lines.
His conclusions, which are very definife. are as
follow:—

The intelligence test Is slightly superior to
the entrance examinations for forocasting
scholastic success,

The lupeﬂorlly of the intelligenice test is par-
ticularly marked in selection from students of

lower. Wbllity, 4
LS nmerlorl': the part of the
xmenmnce ‘tevt. 5 $howh ta selection teom stus
dents of high ability. -
The intelligence test picks out the unun‘tyb
worst students better than do the
examinations,

The entrance examinations tend lek
the most :\lt«if\ll students slightly hl!u thln
does the intelligence test,
lmommnt in selection’
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