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The University is blamed for this Dcnllon,

‘;:} rlgll:;ly S:i) 15 Retaliation is natural. ol
versity activity receives any support fmm
the majority of the mullcul profession. AS PRESmENT\

Conservatorium Competes
With Private Teachers

By MR. JOHN DEMPSTER (former City
Organist of Adelalde; Hon. Conductor, Ade-
lalde Women's Choir.)

TPHE musical life of Adelaide is at a'standstill,
qu students of musical affairs claim that

The the Elder Conservatorium
should be altered, nnd a school of advanced stu-
den'.s only brought Into being, as is the cuse
with the schools of medicine, law, and ai
Under the ditection of the pro(euor o(
music, a staff offbwo singing teachers, two of
planoforte, one of viblin, and one of violoncello
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could do all the work required, plis an ex-

perienced teacher of organ playing; thus re- | home. in Eliza ort
turning to the smn as consituted at the begin- |mill" survived by Lady Kings-
aing of this centur; Son_of
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‘These teachers mlghl well be sclccl.ed from
the ranks of those on the staff of the Con-

the fault; of the Conser um
largely 0 blame, and that the Conservatorium
has rot contributed one iota fo the progress of
music in South Australia.

There is evidence to support this contention;
bh. the weight of facts Jeans the scales of ji
to the opposite opinjon. There have
re, musicians on the me of the
Conservatorium, who have been a of in-
Spiration to students and public ullkc nnd he
would be a blased critic who belittled the lnbors
of those teachers. But they, like ihe students
they produce, are caught in the mesh laid by
those who framed the constitution of the Con-
servatorium as a primary and secondary. school
of music, instead of an \n:l\luhon for the higher
branches of musical study ol

Since 1884 the Adelaide Unl\'cr v hos pro-
vided a chair of music for matriculated stu-
dents who desire to study musical composition,
Had the University extended that school of
music to include only the very highest branches
of musical study—for gifted students only—a
great boon' would have been conferred on the
‘cammunil) the musical profession” in particu-
ar.

Hud the gift of £20,000 of Sir Thomas Elder
to the University of Adelnide been used in
this manner, the present distressing state of
|'affairs in Adelaide might have been avoided.

As the Elder Conservatorium s organised at
present, no director or teacher can be faith-
ful to University interests, and to the com-
munity at the same time. One or the other
must suffer. The Conservatorium is expected to
pay, not in artistic results or benefits achfeved
for the good of music, but in hard, good coin of
| the realm.

The commodity traded | is
musical students, and a
teacher is considered suc-
cessful only according to the
degree he or she attracts the
patronage of aspiring stu-
ent here are so. many
at the Conserva-

subjects
s not been

alwaye, healthy rivalry be
tween them. It this of
rivalry were confined to b
Conservatorium,  malters

Unfortunately, the
will and feeling towards tht
University of many succoss
ful musiclans among
“Outs” is seriously viurbed.
Many of them having received their training at
the Conservatorium, and naturally expecting o
find their Alma Mater proud of their achieve-
ments, are staggered to find that a metamorpho-
4is has taken place, and that they are no longer
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whul activities are not to be further encour-
.md, and, i possible, curtailed.
fight for pupils has widened its sphere
of Rﬂwn. It Is felt that a teacher of the staff of
the Comservatorium has n great advantage aver
those ing “outside* At the back of such
teacher is the prestige of the University and
{he attractions of its corporate life. Further,
certain number of teachers are engaged ot &
;lsxd salary, which again gives the Conserva-
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It is possible that occasional

lhe;n would be no students of sufficient ability Clensly | ey
to keep some teachers occupied—bu¢ what mat- !
ter that? They would be there ready to teach feaenK Collens and]

those suMciently advanced to deserve such ex-
pert tuition.

These teachers would be engaged at an ade-
quate salary, and, like other professors and
lecturers at the University, should not be per-
mitted to feel that their term of office depended
on multiplicity of mediocre students.

Amilaled wiihhefUntyarefty|Schoe oL Mbalc
could operate the South Australian Music
Teachers' Association, from whose ranks ex-
ponents of chamber music could be drawn to
perform in the Elder Hall, |

Dnidecy the aispleeiy of e iiteacnersy Axe
ciation opera could be produced; and a
chesta, now, In_very. irutha; Sovth Alistralian
Orchestra, organised with every teacher in
South Australia an active agent working for ts
well-being.  The association, being afMliated
with the University School ‘of ~Music, would
sponsor students’ concerts in the Elder Hall,
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which would become the home of all musical|P9E AN
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Can the University and music pml'c:smn alike,’
grasp that vision, and work for it?
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\DEATH OF SIR
WALTER KINGSMILL

Former Senate President

SYDNEY, January 15.

Sir Walter Kingsmill, President 01'
the Senate from 1929 to 1932, died at|
‘\ls hornc m. mmhcm Bay shortly after

Musiclans have been )marlem.-d to know that
a system by which Conservatorium teachers ex-
amine not only their own students at public
music examinations, but also those of their com-
petitors, may soon be abolished as the result

of representations ffom el South Austra

Music Teachers’ Btlon: They: ars. hopeful
{hat!the! greates. prablem, (hat/of the conmtitu |

tion of the Elder Conservatorium, will now re-
ceive the carnest consideration of that associa-
tion and of the University Council and Scnate.
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