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The annual mcmnk of the Abo-
ﬂgxnu Friends' Assoclation, held
| yesterday, will remind the public of the
debt it owes to this philanthroplc
body, Which, on soclety's behalf, has
been laboring for many years to do
the best that can be done for the sur-
yivors of the Stone Age whose Iot hap-
pens to have been cast in our own
State. It says much for the duratlon |,
of the association’s patient and un-|
tiring efforts, that its latest annual
report is the 76th. Its attention Is not
restricted to the natives in South Aus-
tralia, but extends to those of the
whole of the continent. For long years.
its work was hampered by public in-
\difference, which lay upon it “with a
welght heavy as frost and deep almost
as night.” And even today the asso-
clation is constrained to speak of »
reproach still uttered abroad. und which
“only a natlonal policy can roll away,”
that we are indifferent to the fate of
the. aborigines,  In a comparativelv |’
small way, we have begun to experl-
ence that “menace of color,” of which
| Professor J. W, Gregory has written so
suggestively, and which presents, we
are now told, a problem that Parlia-
ments, Federal and State, will have to
face In the near future

‘To the solution of this problem, the
Assoclation had already contributed in
a pamphlet issued last year for “educa-
tional purposes”; and ifs present re-
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!l lglous  and
energetic, it s after all the public
which, through its administration, com-
people whose territory we have appro-
priated without even yet making ade-
guate provislon for their necessities.
This, as we are reminded by the pre-
sent report, can never be done till the
natives are supplied with reserves. free
from the danger of confiscation or cur-
tailment the moment they are wanted
for other purposes. No doubt there is
plausible ground for resuming re-
serves of which such inconsiderable use

Negohahons Reach
Advanced Stage

If negotiatlons which are at present |PONCE,
being conducted between the State and | crease its
Federal Governments and  Imperial
Chemical Industries reach a successful |bo
issue, an industry will be established {mercial services, that
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grounds for rabbits and
nomus weeds, and a menace to nelgh-
boring property. But the assoclation,
while admitting the difficulty of ths
problem, demands a solution less dras-
tic than resumption. In the case of
Tennant’s Creek Reserve, it s still
more emphatic In its protest against
epriving the natives of their means of
ubsistence.
You take my house, when you do
al
That doth sustain my house:
take my life
When you do take the means where-
by T live,
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One hesitates to aseribe to callous-
ness what may be due to thoughtless-
but in either case the effect was anhnln‘ Site
(l\c same to the hapless natives at Ten-| The negotiations now  proceeding

nt's Creek, who, to make way forconcern the purchase’ of certain pro-
H’L)‘p(‘rlcri were transferred to a dis- perties near the Port River for the
trict almost, destitute of native game, Probosed works, and the lease of river
and with no permanent water supply. 2 gnas
Ead this bleak wilderness been  sub-|b
jected to an official investigation, lts
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5s it was to the! representative of the
assoclation, and the Federal Govern:
ment, would have been less reads. to,
break its pledge that “no one W

i~ Which

Mines DQ partment,
Chef's Department, and the Depart= ¢ MELBODRNE, 3
ment of Agriculture. T Wi Jones. Lr:\veﬂn
g 4

of the past twelve months in its own
particular fleld.  With gold the price
it is at present. the mining industry
has naturally received an extraordinary
stimulus throughout the continent, and
prospectors have not been over-scrup
lous in invading aboriginal tribal ter-|
ritory.  The report has mot n little|
fo say about the havoc played with the
Tbilla waterhole by adventurers in
search of “Lasseter's lost reeft
The waterhole, an anclent “soak.
had long been frequented by the Tibilla
tribe, 1iving 200 miles west of Hcrmanns-
burg, In the Ehrenberg Ranges; and
|its destruction has necessitated a move-
{ment for providing the natives with
& new reserve in the vicinity of Haast's |
Bluff, One of the most important of |
‘the far northern mission statlons js|
'that of Hermannsburg, under the con- |
trol of the Finke River Misson. It is
more than 90 miles from Alice Springs,
ang eminently adapted as a place for
the segregation of full-blooded blacks
~—a policy necessitated by the plan of
reserving Alice Springs for whites and;
half-castes, exception being always
made for full-bloods when in employ-!
ment. But If Hermannsburg (s to have
n larger population than its present
one, the Federal help already accorded
for its maintenance must be on a larger
scale; and representations to this
rffect have already been made to Can-
berra, Happlly for the provision of ong
urgent requirement, public generosity
has been adequate, or 500n may be;
lorr little more than £100 Is now meded
to complete the fund being raised
mnum the mission with a conLnuous
supply of water, thus freeing it from
Aependence on. unstable creeks and
waterholes. It.is calculated that a pipe
Ihu from the Koporilfa Springs. four
away, will enable the station for
time to
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