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Personal Confidential,

TTSSTSRliiPACIFIC HICH COr.tMISSIOH,
SUVA, FIJI.

Uth July, 19^6.

tty dear ^Tajor Holland,

Thanlc you for your letter of the 10th May,
which I should have answered "before were it not that
all my private correspondence is in a hopeless state
of arrears, as usual, while I pound away at drafts and
rainutes, alternating recently, I'm sorry to say, with
"bouts in hospital with some nervous stomach trouble;
I thought it was an ulcer, but apparently its not -
yet! • '

I owe you a groat many apologies for not
having sent the Keorganization Report, as I indeed
promised. I have now rectified this by forwarding it
by surface mail, together v/ith Hard's recent rei)ort on
Education which *14 sure will interest you; it has been
approved by H.E. in principle and Hard has now gone to
England on leave, where he is to discuss it with the
Colonial Office.

However, to get down to business, I did
certainly recommend to H.E. your appointment as Senior
Adrainlstrativo Officer — to train the cadets in the
way they should go. He considered, however, that
the queetion must perforce be postponed until it was
established whether Colonel Fox-3tr«ngway8 was coming
back as Resident Comisaioner or, if not, who was to
be sent in his place. And this decision has still
not been made, so far as I aiii

Major P.G.L. Holland, G.M. ,O.B.|J.,
1h,Alverston0 Flats,

Parliament Sti»eet,
Auckland, H.Z.

But
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But laot week l.Iacdoneld and I went to Rat*!
on a Joint Pijl/fligh Coiaraission mlesion to find out
what was wrong with the Banahan settlenent there. As i
a result U.S. decided to make a change there and
wondered if jrou would care to take over the work of
Banahan Uelfare Officer, on a year's contract. The
terms he offers are salary equal to tho difference
"between £1,000 (FIJI currency) and your present pensioi^
i.e. your total onolments would "be £1,000 p.a.,
of which part v/ould be pension and part salary. You
would of course get your passages (and !lrs. Holland's)
to and from Auckland and Rabi and 6 weeks leave on full
salary at the end of the period.

I should tell you at once that tho Banabans
are as difficult as ever and completely under the
domination of Rotan, has turned rather anti-
European (or is it only anti-JC«inedy? ). Th^ are
making little effort to settle down on Rabi and set to
work, preferring for the most part to idle away theii
time in garabling and football. I blame the xwxspeak-
able system of annulfcies for most of this, coupled with
Rotan's money complex.

Their x^resent idea is, I'm sure, to get
possession of kabi freehold and divide up all Banriban
fiands (capital and interest) whereupon they will all
return to Ocean Island, using Rabi as a source of
revenue(worked by Gilbertese or leased to Europeans).
However, we have a scheme for circumventing this, in
the interests of the younger generation in whtxa I have
still great hope, and I am engaged in writing a long
despatch to the Gecretary of State on the whole
quest ion.

In tho meantime, and pending the Secretary
of State's' reply, the Welfare Officer can do nothing
but try and keep the Banabans happy ana quiet and

prevent
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prevent thera, ae far as possl'ble, from killing off all
the cattle, wasting the assets of the estate and
generally raalcii^g a nuisance of themselves. Th^
refuse to co-operate in any way with Kennedy, "but that
may be Kennedy*s fault, as they all^e that he drinks
too much and shows little interest in their welfare.

If the Secretary of dtate agrees with our
proposals, we hope that some time next year the island
will really be made into their homeland and there will
then bo a good deal of work to do.

Now I have told you the worst, the best is
tliat it is a lovely island with a nice house and a
good climate. Green and park-liko and not too far
from the amenities of civilization, it is a real
little gem- and I should love to have the 3ob myself.
There is a doctor on near-by Tavevni and several
European settlers on the still nearer mainland of
Vanua Levu. The "Yanawai* calls regularly on her
rounds from Suva. Altogether and apart from the

'Banabana (who can be handled, I*m sure, witli
syiapatliy, tact and patience) its a regular "snip".

Well, what do you say to the proposition?
Could you possibl^y let me know by telegraph, as the.
matter is rather urgent and y#u would be wanted as
soon as possible? I rather believe your wife would

J.ike the absolute peace and guiet of it all, the house
on a hill overlooking the sea, the vegetable garden,
cattle and horses grazing below and the Gilberteee
ard Ellice Islands servants. And I feel certain
you'd love it and that you're the person who would
make a success of it.

I must stop now but hope to hear from you
soon.

Honor and I send our very best to you both.
Yours very sincerely.
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B4BX ISLadt

FIJI,

i8t smmi,

"j

soar Vaokcas,

X have h«oa voxiclDg om « ropovtot mf Mtitlticji

in tbo matter of tho Ba&nhon SottXcmont slnoo X loft sm rfttl»r

moro than two nM)nth8 ago* foa will voadlly nadoratoad, however,

that tbo oaltlpllolty of amolX dotniia here at Bahi./ciovow mo

little tlB» to got down to ooriotui writ log • 1 hhoU oaiAttvonr

to got o foil report to you hofovo the end tf Jattoazy*

AB oxpootcd, thoro have hooa mamf kaotty poiata.

tho aolution of whloh hao oallod for auoh careful thoight Md

painotaking dlnouaalona with tho Bonobana* 1 alM^l refer to

theae in ay report and to tho aolutioaa or weaproBlaoa fouad

for thorn*

for tho preaent i ea pXaaaai ta aip «• hava

oohiovod a oatiofaotory workiaB arroagoarnt for tha toaparary

aottioaont of tho poopio an the aaaay aexth*waat oaaat* Aoy

are 0tiii in tho noin ooap prepared for the* at lakat hat

today, two partioa aampriaing oboat XhO paoplo, are aovlat
out to athor eaapa ta partlaapate in aorking the aapra plaa<»

tatlana an tho other aidoa of tho ial®»d« fho othara win

aeon dlaporae in oommunlty graupa av«* the aarthx^naat aaaat

irtiere thoy will work tho aopra oooaf^^ ta tho taapoxary

iiviaioa of thoir alletneata aaaag traopa, fhiw wopra

will bo pnrahaaed by the Banabaa oo-^kerativa da^i^ty at mkn,

triad im tha trlari at that pxaaa, awpartat thara*

the athar aita af iaXoot •«hpriaiti twa

pxaatatiaa wtik acntrao, wixx aXtlaittoiy ba apari^aad by tha
}a-ap«rotlTi aaaiety, paylnf iaiabi# tfct will tmtaaXXy
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\ tvplaoe tbB 4o fijifliui aaa Solooon lolondors at prosont working
%box9 ondor Ombbo*

S2io latter in notdLtogotbor satisfootory ood.

his oaoser does aot i^poal to tbo BanabAA tonii^siaiont* vbo

position is diffioolt for bia bnt z do not think ho Is makiag

n zosl effort to adjost hinsolf to prosont oonditions* Bather,

tbsrs is ovory lodioation that ho intoads to poroist in rogordiog

tho plantations on the othor side oo being In somo senoo a

geromaont oonocm* The Bonabans, of oouroo, arc boing watehfol

ond Jooions of onything that looks liko farther Ooromciont diroot

don of tlMiir bsslaooe affairs, fhsy art anxious to Issm tha

work of ronaing tho plantations sad X foor that Orabbo is noroly

bsing obsbrsatlTi, and has no intention of making a sinooro

sffsrt to tobsh thorn the wozk, it is, of oourso, nooossory to
hnvs soaooao to do so end i am proposing to rooosgego ft pxwriens
ovorooor who undorstaado tho wozk thoroughly, but who was dls*

shasgod by Orabbo while z was nt Savawa. Z hn%. already offosod

this mm a thiwe nemths ongagsmBSt to help in toodOisg the

bistftbsns I

d9abbe*s pisioat appoiatmBnt terainatos

satematloolly sn ths 16th yanusry* Z hsfo oskod the Oo-eperativi

soeiety to eensider whethir thoy ore proparod to offer him

forthor ompioynoat on a month to nonth baads# Orabbo has

toformod me that this weald aot bo satlsfaotorj^ him and so z
hftWi sows to the stnoiasioa that tho bsst solation in tho

tnterssts of the iottlosmnt Bohoioi geoerally will be to allow

him to go end to tarry on the plantation work under the guldaaee
of tw» e:i9erleaood ororoooro,

the book-keeping is oulto simple and z Imre two

sapahle lasAbaas already eageged on it with a new to hmtiag a

system of assemmts sewerini ell trsasastien fysm the mimoat

«f thstr srrlna lmim» whieh will be satlsfasteyy for purpoaoa

•f gmisfiMiiat aaiit*

.. 'Vi" . .
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tho tao plaatatloaa on tho soath ooal*^r maaotWla4\iWa of t3m
iaload, to eoTor oii ordijoaxy running ozpoi^po, OToa at zodoood

output, and to provide a Bnoil moxglM for Aotolopwiftt and

olooalng up tho oosn of umoxBrontii oiiioii isfor# lnnm pozolttod

\ A during tho poat four yotaoy/w reply to tlielr lottor on tlss
: quootion of oonponoation for thin rill ^ to tho offoot tijat a

hAadins oTOr otntonoat olgnod by Witta and Orabbe, tilien tho ^
lottor took over cmnogonont in April l»4l nhowod that tho

plimtatlona noro froo of all poata nod nodossgrowtli* $ho proaont

otato l8 due, not to ono your*a aogloot during tho period April

1941 •* April 1948 idmn no purohaood Buhl, hut to the ehole femr

yonra Intorvonlng olnoe Orahho took enr fiea witts, end that

It moat ho aanuaod that tho otote of deterloratloa ihea no

purohaood tho pioeo la April 1948 eould not hare hoem aore tha«

il^ of the prooent dotorioratlon, luiA that tliorefere ear mlmim

for finco ahouXd in faimeoo to Jsmm ho edlnated hy thi

dolotion of thla 80^ deterlorntioa hofore ve poyahaaod the

Xeloodt fhat nould aeaa a valid olala for 8900 laeteed of kliot*

the ioanbMUi ooa he ladaeed te aleia ay the

•108 hut they orpeot vegei fhr the vexk frea their e«» eu-eyer*^

atlTo aooioty, Tho Oo-operative soelety dees aot like the idea

of helag saddled vlth the expoadituro of moO at tho veiy

boglanlag of its eyeratlout htro.

Xt lo iseoatial that the taayled mmn ef vUi

•iat he eloaxed up loKidlatrXy, fur at aertnia tloes it hreeda

etlak laoeets at an aiaxmlog rate, aai these, as yea kaoa,

altorly destroy the eooenut yalae. Two dv* ••• *• ayaelf,

dleeevered as area of noorly 100 aeres of yeaiHr tzeee alaeet

ontirely denuded ef leavoe hy etiek iiMe«te» fiday we heat

rwhed a yaay ef 8o aea te atteayt t# aUar thie ayya, atl

doetroy thie

Vs

>
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Oans^MMi ohoold 3mvo tokon atopo a moath ogo to

pzotont tMo patob of iasooto fytna oprotiding*

2 aontioa thia onlp to Indioato oi» of tho

tiffloiiltioa (oooslsg additlonca oxpondo at an aiOcii&rd tinxi)

with lihloh we axe faood la taking otor aoiao thonsaads of aoxos
•\

^ Of dirty plaatotlons*

\ flio lioalth of tbo oeannnlty hao boon oxoopt-
ioaaaiy good* Ihoxe has boon only one aild outbrook of dlarr^^ki^

'.V

\ fwo yoong loporo bnxe boon dioaovorcd rJid arrai%ocionta ore being

node for tboir tronoport to Mokocal.

Hiu ExooXlonoy ogrood that the oonmaniiy ohould

. bo rationed at the ozponoe of tho &, and 2.1*0* Bohobilitation

foto for one tsonth after tholr arrivol hore* thia period will oad

o« the Ibth yonoAry* At that tloo thoro will bo ^ oortaln

aorplBS of ratlona whloh oon bo purohosod by the ao-oporatlve

Seolety for oole to ladlTldOAla* it will probably bo neoceoary

for ae to order aero throogh your offloo from ti^ag ^ tlra

iobltlig Adtaaoeo Bonabaa Ooeiaunity, but thooe omounta wiu bo

xwooTorable froa tho ao-opemtlro sooloty aftor the eolo of

rations*

in the Miiintlae x aood on xmprewt Aooount for

sarreat w^g for tho derolopiaont of oar new headouartora at .
Ayoo ^

iwfca* and payMonts of aaoanto under deposits duadrlos oto*

farthemoro X oei ioading yeu « teiegran aaking

y«a la traaanit by first opportunity the sum of dd,dd7/ll/* is

fwifoot of arroofa of oMiuitifls duo to inuru an& ihoaio lanabmio.

I have oeapioto and detailed lists of tfaeso, preparod by Bioko^.

in the sNQe telegram I am asking for a further fi*146/l4/io m

respest ef arrears sf Interest due to Banaban laadoimers*

the smoiuits monttoned above axe in flji eurronsy*

flMif poopie awe asking for innBdiats psyaeat in sash* I hspe to

llAiiis «est ef them te depesit a Xaigs SMMMSt ef «ia| they rwoei?
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withiitliolr oua Oo-oporativo society pending natlafaotory liaaktilg

arrangonoats for then in Suva.

I trust you will bo able to roialt all this ensb

by tlio prosent yoyago of tbo 'Ibaawal*.

fba Oo-oporatlTo society baa fairly ii^yg® atooks

of goods on ordor and wo will bavo the aurplua of rationa on

hand, and for an those things the people will be QiMmuxiMg for
roady cash to aoke their purohasos. furthonaore i ^ Rrraagiag
for tho supply to tho Oo-oporativo Seoiety of locoiiy grown
yogetables, until tho Babi gardens ore in progress, an^ for

those, oash is ossontial*

Ihoro are aaBy things nhioh i would like te

diaouDs with B.B, yourself^ and the heads of yarioua departniata

in suTa, but X feel Z onght not to leane Babi for aeyeral nentlui

to oean owing to tho problena lAieh are eontiaually eroppiag up.

on the irtioio I m aatiified that things are

going pretty well and perhaps rathpr better than any of

nntloipated. There is a tondonoy on the part of tho peopi#
not to oonmit thenoelyos with regard to their future o®
Robi until they are aatiafiod that all is going weu *ith their
remaining intoreata on Ooean island*

Tomrs ainaerely.

.1

'.'t V̂ Ty'' • 1 *
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RA3IO FORM 1 GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY

V RADIO TELEGRAPHS.

/•

Date Stamp
No.„.. Office

Words Date Time _
Sent to

Service Instructions... _....
Time ^

Received from•

To GELT MAODOHALD
Time

SECRETARIAT SUVA
Operator

SOHET yoi® 5IESSAGE OIILY JUST

TRAHSI4ATBD

THEl^^SE

BY

BIT

GILBERTESB lAlIGUAGE BOARD

LEADIITGSL0.7 'LTTI.lOlIT

WB*LL

TIIA!TK3 _•

HE

:A

SEBIHG

LOT

YOU

BUDDY

SOOH

HQITOE AHD HARRY

/

i

• . . —

!
189/X33/46—250 pds. of 200
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RADIO TELEGRAPHS.

XT 29 SUVANo Office

Words Date

Service Instructions
GLT

To
GLT MAUDE TARAWA.

Time..
1624

3/1 /47

Date Stamp

Sent to

Time

Received from V^D

Time «31S43

Operator TEKARARA.B.

TAI AOKA UNIMANE ^ MA UNA INE

A MAITORO TANINGAU TIAKT A

BON RANGI Nl MARIRl •

MAO.

'

V

190/X33/46—250 pds. of 200



London Missionary Society.
; , , Rongorongo Training Institution,

** • . •

• Bern, Gilbert Islands.

Dear I.!r. Lla.ndo,

Jan 4th I747
• i > -

We vero very gl^O-tovh'vc the nei.vs ySM-kindly sent ns of yo^ir
definite a. reintrccnt ^ss'Resident? We" hepe-for yon and iirs i-.-nde a Ions' ond, hanTy .
period of service in this cepncity., As yon told is yon ore eTpecting Ic.-vc ere
lem^, we are wondering vho will carry on d'lrinj yonr ohKCnce . Are yon expoctin/j.
to ro Fou!© to England?
• ' Yon will he interested to hoaf TFii B^ITTrE IS BWTLT. The hair of the w. rk

has heeu done hy kain Rongorons*. Seme fev/ Ben people liovo heiped vroll, hit in
the main tliey hove hecn disappointing. Vie mcasnrod np the tiuhcr ycrr hrwight np
from "^Tusfntl "bfl; even witli the it proved ?^r too t'liflw to sp.*^n the Ib^^ooiI;,
s© v;e'hai£ to nt all the (> x Gt iiaher with" enr srw to 6 x >, and also to split
all ti'O i^'-ts. In the end v;e inanagcd to get enrigh to cariy the bridge across.
Wt ha-^fcit nt severs 1 hindred cocoin.t lags into hv© ir.ch planking, and we h^vc

laade aStrong jop ©f it.. he ri-god np a kind of pile driver on onr big lighter,
and -'reu rve'bad most of the tlmbor/ie?dy, in Doceiubcr J had most of onr older boy-
and onr two carpenters bnsy on the job and v;ent nnt myself every d-y to give s.-inc
sn-erintcudcnce and er.c nragci.ient. ETERA worked '-ell tiie first v;eck, and so did th©
CrOvt c-r .enter Tanrsbalrsi, hit one >vook of working alon^gside kain Rongorongo \!rs
t©o raich for tiiera andthc noxd week tliey pleaded illness-and stayed_av,-ay._H.wcver,
176 have the bridge hiilt, and nov; v/c rre waitiir for the Ben people to hiild np

the broken Of-'wn cs'iseray on the west side. We have lent ciif lighter several tiiiics
and fjio Lcri people gnt enpivgh big stones to m-ke the jetty at the i:ika end,
the ot .er end -nd cs'isov.'oy remains to be done. We liad cnr snvrociich v»_rking for
some ^^ecks on end every day, cntting -ip the logs and tii.ibcr, and it has rin int©
qnite a good deal of fuel oil nsed, hit we arc glad to have been ab o to helr> the
lent neo'l** and G«vt ia ••"'ic. •.vv. T^e ©'d bri'^ge ca la r'f in pl."^ce after plagf

"O tried to -ise it whei. doing the work. The Nev; hridp^ hss hod a testing vriih
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'- all aoiitj e-iir gead vtishos for ti.c lUv "''i-p

• N • Yei'^rs sincerely.

•X.,"' I'i-'*.: j '''V'V'f-i,"' •-'
' ", '-i 'jV'*;7!»••'••A'i, t'-' •

':.V.V-••«'.'•• . 3Ma-) -v • ••[•^••"
' • ! • ' . •: ...' " \ ' • f. ".

V 4 • • • .. -r • • • •(|. ^ • , , . 11 4 • . • • f '•

' ';yr--:xr \:iu^j^A • . •, • • • -

'* •* .A'"' j'tS '' v). '

^, 9 It}' '•
•. .t» / . • k V

'if '•'•./•/ . •• . ••'• .<. y'\Uf^'riS. . ,_f -ttvj.ve'"'vi.r -.C"''' '!• ••r'/nf ,
r V j, X.;/ • '̂ r- '-n-V • ^^ •

• •2_, I?' . f --• -I"'?/»'>;•
•t,.*"-!' ••: '. 'WS'f y 1 tr .;' "V .j.-y' . •'Y'• r.v •,•»• i.-""'or" «••,'• -'v '• -V'"'•!'•';

y'r . ,?;! r. S'-'̂
/•.♦y.O'v- ;i;j ' ]•; i-,' 4.fn'"-y .^,f,..>y,'-1 ).•;-::> ^i3r-•••.•] , , • '..V jv; _*
J.-;-!,' M'. ••Vf •'• -rt •"• --".rf.Tr, -' ,r r>r. "'io r.W-*]"'*. .•'•'•f' . . • ' .1 .•'''.'a h-' ' "•->•,'• IT i • '• ' •.' .v?I J: '•',15•''••• v-Y-f* .r '... u''?c:;Xy,- '

f ; f.M.;.-""' •y ." • •-,
y^.;i'i v.eV .T j'c-.--pn:-vH -rt^. '[.•

1,- ,.;^;:>;0- y'r o•.-^V,^, '
m• .•', • •*•'•'' •• '•-" • ••-.'.M'- ••• •' •y '̂" ' o-: •• .»;- , -r.frT.' '••• .•».•!•.",.•<• ••' .y'V-y^,'-'
• .-:?rp'yy - y';^^• "' [^v'y,-

•''.' • " ?*' t-'"'® • •f " '• ,y • y-J-' .»> t " j: r; 1 0' ''f-,/:; 'pXtf ', V.•
•tv- ' rr.rvj- •:4-'-1^] •s - 'XrySX' ,. y'H\i V.->y V>:: '•.-4:^:5
1-- :

Toy.v/ir.y-' •
• • o;f .'•• • •it*
• j.'-} • •:• "

,*•

V . k •

•• .'••A rV '..yvt-yi y':3 '. :>•-,' •

.••' '• . y f'' ' ^ i- "l' ;:y '. •!':}•••• "ij .;. .• :.
• " •• Jt-*-;} T.t-»'/i f / •• y-y-S.-

•j:: • yv.;_

••0
•.f^ • L.' • tu -

y •», .y;.

> A.. ,

"•' . •• ,•• , . v-y

- ' ' { • f I - . ,• I
«ri

... n +.^..1:

' " it J;.'- .' t-.
' '.IVK^r y fc.X ft 'A

K.;



•;•'• '• • • • ' • ' >'] .r , .. •• -'V ,, "..'•<."••' '• ••
I''

i' ••

. •vffl':- . A •

•••If: ,

7th Janaa2?y,

Dear Mr. Morris,

I am writing to thank you most sincerely
for all that you did to help Miss Judy Firth on the
night of her tragic death. Yo^ir very procnjt and
expert assistance to her immediately after the
accident would, i feel sure, have oeen instmniental
in saving her life if anything could have done so.

I know that iiiss Firth's parents would
wish to convey their appreciation of your efforts
hut, as they are so far away, we should like to
thank you ourselves for all you did, not onli'̂ on
their hchalf hut from us hoth too.

Yours sincerely#

•• -;:r • ' • ' !

'•• • • .•

H#C. Morris, Bsquire,
Bairiki, Tarawa Island-

I.,

.-'a^
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Dear Dp, Goltz,

I should hare written to you "before to thaiic
you very sincerely for all the TOrh you did to try and
save Miss Firth's life on Sijnday raorninL': we were,

'; Iiouever, so stunned "by the tracedy that it was some
time befoie we could realize clearly thnt she was dead., •;, •. .",

• • ^-v •''•
A'"-; .

'•»,

My wife and I are writing to Miss ilrth's
parents and letting the.i know how hard you tried to
prevent Judy's death "but, as they are so far away and
you may not "be here when they receive our letter, we
felt that we should like to express our gratitude to
you on their behalf, and to saj'' that we know that if
human care and skill could have saved her yocr efforts
would have been successful. I had a long talk with
Dr. xvose yesterday in which he mentioned more than
once that he felt, as a brother medical practitioner
with a lifetime's experience, that yo had done all
that was humanly possible.

Once again, please accept our heartfelt
thanks not only on behalf of Miss Firth's parents and
otn?selves but also on behalf of the whole British
Conr-iunity here,

TwDini sinssrely-p

• _ > s

f •.

}

• ,

3!

Lieutenant Robert W. Goltz, M*C.,
Betio, Tarawa Island.

o •.
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7th. January, I9h7*

Iteajp Mrs* Alexander,

I am writing to thank you most sincerely
fbr your kin^ work for poor Judy "both before
and after her tragic death. Honor tells me that
you assisted the whole night through, as well as
the next day, and did all that could "be done to
save her life.

I know that Hiss Firth's parents would
wish to convey their appreciation of your efforts
"but, as they are so far^^away, we should like to
thank you ourselves for all you did, not only on
their behalf but froa us both too.

Yours sincerely.

Mrs. wr.G. Alexaiidar,
Betio.

i '

-.3 ' . < . . •' ••v - :

..,•»«•>;, vVTj

• • i-

'"t: ••
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7th January, 19^7»

Dear Major ]>eeiB&,

I am writing to thani: jrou most sincerely for
all the strenuous efforts you made in tr^'lng to save
poor Judy Pirth^s life after the recent tragedi'^: sQ.1
members of our little com.unity were loud in your
praise as the organizer throughout of the team work
which, if anything could, would hare resulted in her
heing stiU alive.

1 should "be most grateful if you would kindly
convey our thanks for all their painstaking and unselfish
wori, tlirou^out the night to aU members of your staff,
both officers and enlisted men, who assisted you both
at the hospital and the boats. In saying "our thanks"
I know I am speaking on behalf of the whole British
community here, who could not but admire the speed and
efficiency with which arrangements moved at such a time
of crisis.

My wife and I are writing to Miss Pirth/s
parents, explaining to them all that was done for her on
the night by yourself and your force but. as tiiey are
so far away and you mai' be gone before they receive
our letter, we should once again like to convey, on
their behalf, our deep appreciation.

• -.i .

Major ilarold B. i>eeraB, 0*h,C,^
Comnanding Officer, U.S. Garrison 9t»»ce

Betio.

-V ; -H

.. • •• .

Tours sincerely.

r<.

, •'*
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7 th Janiaary , iSkl-

Bear Hr* PonhaiQ,

My wife and I would lUce to let you toow
how mneh we appreciate the long and painstaking work
you put in eahaliaing ^d perforaing the last services
for Mas ITirth and supervising the sealing, tarring
and enameling of her coffin.

I should have v?ritten hefo3:'e had it not
heen for the suddenness of Hir;S Firth* s death, whi<di.
caused it to he some little time Ijefore I could
really realize that she was no longer alive.

We are writing to Miss Firth*s parents and
letting the;:i know how much you helped at the time of
her tragic loss, hut their home is so far away that
you will he gone long before they receive our letter,
and so on their hehalf as well as that of the little
Britie, connunity here, may we express our most
sincere thsnks to you for your kindness.

Yours sincerely,

Mr. Morris Dnmham,
Betio, Tarawa Island.

> .

' ' T<
, i Jr '

'.lI . '-'J'. ".V "

'.'I



RADIO FORM 1 GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY •
• %

RADIO TELEGRAPHS. ^ •

No Office.
Date Stamp

Words..
- /

Date .._ Time ^ . ... —
Sent to

Service Instructions _
Time

Received from

To
CHAELTOII

li'IJI CLUB SUVA
Time

Operator

-

.

MUCH APERBOIATB YOUR

Mil

HESSAGE

mss

SYMPATHT

WE'

TE.P.RIBI.Y

0ERTAI11.Y TTRT?

OAUBS

#

-

*

— —

"" .\

—

.189/X33/46—250 pds. of 200

, rt



JIADIO FORM 1 gilbert and ellice islands colony

No Office..

Words .1™ Date..

Service Instructions

RADIO TELEGRAPHS.

SUVA

7TH

GLT

Time.. 1125

Date Stamp 7/•) /47 ^

Sent to

Time

Received from VPD

Time 071144L

Operator RUOTAKE

MOST DISTRESSED TO HEAR OF

JUDYS DEATH DEEPEST SYMPATHY REGARDS

CHABLTON

•

•

190/X33/46—250 pds. of 200



RADIO FORM 1 GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY

No Office,

Words Date:

Service Instructions

RADIO TELEGRAPHS.

To CtLT IIRS. HJCflAHAE,

3X)J!AXrT SWA

Date Stamp

Sent to

Time

Received from

Time-.

Operator

-m'
m•

• •

mm.

AT

THA11K8 Kim mJUGair

ACCIDKIIT
'

V HOiiOR

— — —

•

•

—
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RADIO FORM 1 GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY

RADIO TELEGRAPHS.

No Office-

Words. Date-

Service Instructions.

To lADY SLLI3 .

CA11BRIIK55,

.IWL m.nEs

-KlISL TEO'K IE?

i^i9/X33/46—250 pds. of 200

Time-

nrrcH

Date Stamp

Sent to

Time

Received from

Time

Operator

AKRrCIATE YDBR

HOiTOR
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No Office..

Words Date..

Service Instructions......

RADIO TELEGRARHS.

Time..

To jiB.m.sma'vM.

CHRISTCKORCH NZ

Date Stamp

Sent to

Time

Received from

Time

Operator

EOI^EHAL TOOK PLACE 7TE HD3a^^D

On"ioiATIt?G BULI;\I. SITE, Ri:c:iDI2ICY POIIIT

STOB LARGE gat:icsi!ig IvTRGPEAI-G • AED

HATIvrES ATmm'^s /dID C»LORy POUOT.

GARIIIJSD WHITS (XFPin COVERED HT

PL0\7E;:S STOP SEmilG PFT.OTS ABCUT

10TH FRKTOfTTED CRrjSrCITg'AGII

HOrOR mxm
'

..... ...

\

- - -1

\

. MM MMMM. . .M I.I 1 - lU
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SADIO FORM 1 GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY

No-. Office....

Words If! Date..

Service Instructions

To
MAUDE TARAWA

RADIO TELEGRAPHS.

CHRISTCHURCHNZ

5 Time.. 2005

6-1 -47

Date Stamp

Sent to

Time

Received from VPD

Time
0911

Operator BERIKI

THANK YOU CABLE GREAT SHOCK

PLEASE ARRANGE BURIAL TARAWA

1 •

FIRTH

190/X33/46—250 pds. of 200



RADIO FORM I GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY

No Office....

Words ^.1 Date..
Service Instructions

RADIO TELEGRAPHS.

TARAWA

5
Time

1030

To
FIRTH STALBANS CHRISTCHDRCHNZ

5-1 -47

Date Stamp

Sent to

Time

Received from

Time

Operator

VERY SINCERELY REGRET JUDY INJURED y
LAUNCH ACCIDENT AND '

#

DIED ^iH i

HOSPITAL OF SHOCK AND LOSS

OF BLOOD OWING SEVERED LEG

ARTERY STOP END OCCURRED APPROXIMATELY

FIVE THIRTY MORNING FIFTH JANUARY

QUITE PEACEFULLY STOP PLEASE ACCEPT '

OUR VERY DEEPEST SYMPATHY TRAGIC ^

HAPPENING STOP WOULD YOU

, .1'

PREFER

BURIAL HERE OR BODY TO

BE EMBALMED AND SENT FIJI

OR NEWZEALAND
-

MAUDE . «»»•

T89/X33/46—250 pds. of 200



#

Sir,

Western Pacific High Commission,
Suva, Pi^i.

7th August, 1946.

I have the honour to req ect you to "be so good
as to grant a passage "by the fortlicoming voyage of the
R.G.S, "Viti" from Auckland to Suva for Miss -Judith
Pirth.

Miss Pirth is due to leave Suva for the
Gilbert Islands, where she is to act as governess to
my son, by the m^v. "Tsimatea" on or about the 20th
August, Should she not be able to arrive here by tlao
"Viti" there is, therefore, little chance of her being
able to make the connexion.

I shoulc! be most grateful if I could be
notified; (if possible by telephone) idiether or not
this concession could be granted to me and, if so,
the approximate date on which the "Viti" is scheduled to
leave Auckland and arrive here.

I have the honour to be.
Sir,

Your obedient servant,

The Honourable,
Bde Colonial Secretary,

Fiji.
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TELEGRAM.

JUDITH FIRTH,

HEATOH STREET, CHRISTGHURCH.

GLAD TO GET YOUR TELEGRAM. CAR YOU COm

SUVA BY "VITI" LEAVirTG AUCKLAND ABOUT 12TH

AUGUST ? IF SO PLEASE CONTACT mTHAI:JS,

QUEEN STREET, WHO HAVE BEEN REQUESTED iffiSERVE

PASSAGE. IF.NOT PLEASE TELEGRAPH NATHANS

TO CANCEL YOUR BOOKING. • '

MAUDE.
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RADIO TELEGRAPHS.
*

No. Office
Date Stamp / £

Worris Date Time
Sent to

Service Tns'trnctions.. _
Time

Received from
OLT STAPLEDOH

To

IJAKY

STOP

ARD

aXGSIKG

HIGHCOMA SUVA

thauks

JDifsr

B£R

i89/X33/46—250 Pds. of .zoo
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vm

Time

Operator

KIIJD IlESSAGE

so BRIGHT

ARE ALL
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, RADIO FORM 1 GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY

RADIO TELEGRAPHS.

No ; 1.4? Office

Words ?.?.

Service Instructions

To

Date l.t? Time 10.?.?...
CLT

GLT t.iADDi: TARAVM

Date Stamp 13/1/47

Sent to

Time

Received from VPD

Time 131427

Operator JMILNE

1 JUST HETURUB]) FROM SOLOMONS TO

HEAR ['OF YOUR TRAGIC LOSS

STOP DEEFTST SYMPATHY FROM US

BOTH TO YOU BOTH

STABLETO^I

0
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GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY.

CLAIM FOR SUBSISTENCE ALLOWANCE and/or TRAVELLING
EXPENSES.

Name Maude...

Office Chief Lanis Conriissloner •

Salary per annum...'. .•£1..9.Q.Q.Q..!!

To travelling expenses as detailed below:—

Date and time of leaving station....21.s.t S.opi.e.dl2.er:.9 .1.94)^.4, Q.t 8.*.3Q a.n.

Date and time of return to station. .Zt.Ia 1.9l4,6..3 at .1..0..«.J^.....a*u]«

Embarked at...a.»3o. ....a..jn. on 21..at......S.Gp.t.eif.7.e.3?.s. , 19

Arrived at S.UXlUfBt.1 on lS.6.th....S!ep..t.a.ilife.e.J?.p...., 19.i|.^...., and

disembarked at...l..O. a..« m.

Embarked at...fe.....p...;.IIl« m. on 29.t.h.....E.!ept.Q.r;i!;3.e.E'..a , 19..1jjS....

Arrived at ......~. on , 19 , and

disembarked at m.

Embarked at m. on , 19

Arrived at on , 19 , and

disembarked at m.

Embarked at m. on , 19

Arrived at on , 19 , and

disembarked at m.

Number of days claimed

Rate of subsistence allowance 9.^.2. s©F\rant8- A^S/-
unde? Rcchlatlon 17)»

Amount claimed ..£2-« -IS-O-.

Means of conveyance la.-'y:. ^Awahou"...

Duty on which engaged Eolami •to....s.u35stu:a.t.iv-o du.ty:...on te.EEiina,t.ion

158X44—5UU
Of epeclQi duty with W.P.H.O. • j-p^^
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•, Office of the Resident Commiosionop,

Gllhei'fc and Ellice Islands Colony,
; ;• ' ' TnjPQwa,

•7 13th tTanuarj, 19^4.7#

Dear Qowell, j
•

I attach: !

(1) a description of a proved method for homo
inanufactare of eoape; and k

(2) a well laionn Cdlbcrteso formula for molting '
"bark tan for nets or sails.

These formulae were sent to mo by Llajor Holland who
states that they were used at tho King George Scliool on
Beiriki for many years with success. They tioy' be considered
wortliy of ultin?ate reproduction in your magDSinos for the
benefit of the Gilbortese and Ellice Islcaiders,

Yours sincerely.

T»R« Cowell, Esijuire,
Bairiki.

(Signed) MAUDM

v..
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HOMi: laNUFAGTURB OF ' SOAP. >•

INGREPm'TS.

Caustic Soda 1 lb.
Rain 'Vater 3 pints.
Coco-nut Oil 5 pints 12 fluid oz.

110 ULD.

Wooden box, 24" x 4".
Calico (old, but without boles) 3^'' ^ 21"

MIXER,

A clean 3 gallon drum.
A wooden stirrer, 2 ft. long.

,.v.v.

METHOD.

rissolve the saustic soda in the water in the
drum and as great beat is generated, it is vrell to let
t^e solution cool for one hour before proceeding.
Exercise care in working vath the caustic soda - it is
corrosive to the skin.

Prepare the mould ready placed to receive t^e
soap.

Damp the calico and line the mould vdtb it.
Four the oil rapidly into the caustic solution

and stir well to ensure tborougb mixing. Do not stir
for more than tv/o minutes.

Pour rapidly into the mould.
Imiaediately remove the filled mould to a place of-

security and allov/ the soap to set for 24 hours.
Dpturn the mould after 24 hours on to a flat clean

surface and ease the calico so f^at the soap leaves the
box.

Cut into bars as necessary and store in an airy
place for one month, Y/hen the soap will be ready for
use.

This soap may be used for personal washing, and
for domestic washing of clothes, etc.

The quantities given above vrill make about 12 lbs.
of soap.

The mould and the mixer are large enough to work
with three times the quantities given above.

The two minutes mixing is important. Do not allow
the mixture to get "stiff" before turning out into mould.
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" 'FORimA FOR LIAKTNG BARK TAN FOR

•/':./:•••• •;•:• '•• N3T3 OR SAILS:
Jf -J < •. •

•/

'• U'If V .•• Boil the contents of two large Biscuit tins rain

X

water filled with ''Te Ngea" Lark, chopped up to

inch squares, for 12 to 18 hours. Take off the

fire and cool to blood heat. Then strain through

hessian and again put t^e liquid on to boil. 'Then

boiling put in one large tablespoonful of boiled

Linseed Oil to each tin and let it boil into the

liquid for ') to 4 hours. Take tins off the fire

and allow to cool to blood ^eat when one heaping

tablespoonful of Powdered Aluin is put in each tin.

After stirring well inuaerse the net or sail for 12

to 18 hours, or even more if a very heavy tan is

wanted. Then put in Salt water for 12 to 18 hours.

Then take out and dip in fresh water. The article

when dried is ready for use.

• S' •• • , T- ''•! -I.', '

... .... , ,

• ./ •• f"4 ;•



GOVERNMENT HOUSE,

FIJI.

23rd January, 19U7»

Dear Maude,

f ' As I said in ray telegram to you after
ray return from the Colony, I am extremely gratefiil
to you and your wife, for your very pleasant
hospitality, I was also impressed with the keenness
that you have en^xised into your staff, and I
could not but notace that the spirit was better than
on any of my previous visits.

2, I was extremely distressed to hear about
the death of Judy Firth, I can only hope that it
has not upset you, your wife, and Alaric too much,

3* I ara sending to yoi^ tinder separate
cover, plans of the new houses that we are going
to build in Suva, for the High Commission, and
also for two Fiji quarters. These are merely to
give you some idea as to what we are doing. They
are in no way intended as a model for what you
should do at Abemam^where conditions and materials
are entirely differ^t.

i|.» You will, no doubt, be relieved to hear
that following a discussion I had with Noel and
others at Honiara, we have decided to close Bent's
office in Sydney. The question of Morris having
to use this office does not, therefore, arise.

5. I am glad that you have changed the
names of "X" and "Y", for it would be a pity to
have a second series of "M's".

6. There are in Suva, at the moment, two
new Cadets. One for you and one for Noel, I think

that /

His Hon. H.E, Maude,
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that you have got the better of the two. I have
not met Mrs. Maxwell, as she v/as in hospital, but
the step-daughter aged 18, who looks old enough
to be the wife of Maxwell, seems to be a pleasant
girl, and prepared for anything.

7* It is a good thing that you have
given us the complete picture of Christmas Island,
for now we can place the matter before the
Secretary of State, an<^ as soon as we get the
decision, will know exactly where we stand.

. . 8, I am off to Canberra in a couple of days
time to attend this perishing Regional Conference,
I expect that I shall have to be away for at
least three weeks. On my return there will be a
session of Legislative Council, at the conclusion
of which I hope to get away on leave. If I can
possibly manage it, I shall stop off at Canton
between planes, but this may not be possible. I
shall let you know definitely as soon as I can. In
any case, before I leave, I hope that you will
have given me your views on Roberta's suggestions
for constructing a British building on the north
side of the island.

9, I expect to be away on leave from fo\ir
to five months, i.e. from Suva, to Suva.

With kindest regards to you both.

Yours very sincerel^^

♦,• • I.' 'V TT'I- ' • . • • .> • Y' .
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Office of the Resiacnt 0om:;:l3Bloner,
Cilhc/'t • Rllice islands Colony,

Tarrwa,

23]^ January, 19k7*

Dear Bauro,

Your note doted 22nd January wao received yesterday*
I don't know who told you that your letter of tho 30th
i)eceiu'ber attaching a list of CilhcrtesG plonts had not heen
received by lac. Actually it wao received long ago and a
oopy has be:en duly forwarded to the Bishop Rusema Authorities
at Honolulu where 1 know it will be greatly appreciated.

llany Wwoks ior all the trourlc you luivo taken in
ti.is matter.

Bauro katleta,
ABSlatant District Officer,

Gilbert islands.

Yours eineer#lyi

{Signed) U, £, MAODE

j

' A/'.; ' * * >*d
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Betio, Tarawa.
30th December, 19^6.

His Honoar
H.E, Maude Esq., O.B.E.,

Resident Coimnisaioner, G.E, I.e.

Dear Sir,

the
^ I acknowledge witd pleasure the receiot Con

ptli I>eoe..,ber aSd inn . _ . • ' juecemoer ana 11response thereto am enclosing a list which pn-.tml pte
to the best of my knowledge and belief.

2; The Gilbertese naiaes given in vour letter are
correct, with the exception of "RIICTJ" vih-i u u n ^ C
"RUKU", The name "TTO" is also doubtful ^ should be

3. I have also included certain
of European origin, but v/hich can be o-w^ plants, presuiaaoly
column "IMPORTED". HPown locally, in the

Yours sî cerely,

I

I do not know who is to blame but this i
to you on the day it was written, possibly ^ iIr despatched

Whilst at Bairiki yesterday I was sur-nn-i^ later,
had not arrived at your office. I am therefore^^^ hear that it
duplicate copy. sending you this

I hope this delay has not caused you amr •
especially as the matter was marked urgent. erious inconvenience

.

22/1A?.

••i
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LOCAL,

Aaio.
Aitoa

Ang
Ango
Aoaua

Arabaotin

+Babai
Baireati
Baobao

Bararuku

Bata
Bau

+Beneka
+Bero
Bin
Bingibing
Bitati
Bitikaina

+Boi (Port alacca)
Boka

Ibi

Ikaeariki
Inoto
Itai

Kabe
Kabekau
Kaibaun
Kaiboia
Kairaaia
Kaimatu

+Kaina

Kaitu
Kanava
Katora
Kaura

Keai^ iniinakin
Kialai
Kiaou
Kitoko
Kobukobu
Kaao

Kuinara'

+Kanikun

•Vl

• »•

, ' • .\V, ' r

PLiiM'S OP TH3 GILBERT ISLMTBS.

+Mai
+Makefflake

Mao

Marou
Maone1
Moteti
Mtea

+Mi.veinweara

Rgea
+Ki
Nikabubati
Hlmatore

+Non

Ntanini

Obu

Rauota
Reiango
Ren

Ritanin

Ruku

+Taororo

Tarai

To.ara

Tongo

ft.

Uekeuke
TTl^ ^Ukin
Url
Uti

• k')'" •*

•r -M.

IIvIPORTED.

Akanta

+Bainaboro
Bain

+Bamkin
+Banana'
Baabau

Kaibaba
Kaibake
Kieba

+Mangko
+Ivieren

Meria

Orian

+Raiiri
Rauti

Robu
Roti

+Tabioka
Tiare

Tinia
Tua

: 9 : •

Wao

y V-••X; •

+Denotes "fruit" bearing.

>(

i': : "••"a.-
r-.. .. r- ^
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Itear Dr. Emory,

' • .1 . '••."• ;,V' • •
•->";••• •• 13th Januai^, 19il-7«

\--. • .-V'-,
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Further to my letter of the l6th December
1 now enclose a copy of a letter from Bauro Eatleta.
Assistant Administrative Officer, Gilbert Islands,
in which he gives what he believes to be a complete
list of the names of local and imported plants in
the Gilbe t Group.

As Bauro is an thorough and
conscientious individual, I am sure that the list,
if not congjlete, is very nearly so*

I have not written in the European names
for these plants as, in most cases, I am bound to
say I do not know them. This work can no doubt be
undertaken by whatever future investigator comes to
visit us: in the meantime the list nay be of use to
you for comparative puriKJses, as the Gilbertese
names will, in many cases, be eimilar to those found
in other neighbouring groi;gps.

Tours sincerely.

%• • '-K

H,E« Hands.

Dr, Kenneth P. Emory, Ph. D,,
Bernice P, Bishop Museuoi,

Honolulu, T.H.

'• to -'*- •

., 'i: •
=' .M

'••i • -A,,-; - .-•••••
• . y'.ft-; • •••

•> j-:'
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Betio, Tarawa.
30th December, 1946.

His Honour
H.E, Ivlaude Esq., O.B.E.,

Resident Commissioner, G.E.I.C,

Dear Sir,

•-r
•, .

. I acknowledge with pleasurp ^ x. f
the 24th) of your letter dated the lo-j-u receipt (onthe 24th; 01 your letter datea tne 17tv> n
response thereto am. enclosing a list wVn ®
to the best of mj?- knowledge and bel^gj. is complete

2, The Gilbertese names given •?
correct, with the exception of "RIKD" v your letter are
"RHKU". The name "TWU" is also doubtfi?^^^ should be '

to me.
3. I have also included

of European origin, but which can be Plants, presumably
column "IMPORTED", Srowp locally, in the

. , -i \
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Yours
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Office oi the Resident Gomniiasioner,
Gilbert /; Ellice Islands Colony,

Tarawa.

The Editor,
"Tero",
Bairiki.

Bear Sir,

addrsss:"

24th January, 1947*

.'^V-

Please send "Tero*'for 1947 to the following

The Reverend Father Choblet, 8.J.,
Mekogai,

Fiji.

1 encloee 2/- stibscription*

Youra faithfully,

i.^'A

:r.x

-•"IV J,..;



TELEGRAM-SAVING.

t "

^jpro^: Secretary of State for the Colonies.

•To i : High Commissioner for the V/estern Pacific,
\

I
L

Saving No (Date) .2Zth_.iraxi.U.ar.y.^ A94..2.-
242X44—3<K)0

Administrative staff recruitment.

Your telegram Ho. 29O of Hovemher 19th, and
connected correspondence.

2. Pre-war experience proved that only a small
proportion of the men selected for the Colonial Administratj^e
Service as a whole possessed the temperament, interests, and
other personal nualities which v^ould enable them to stand up to
the special stresses which service in the western Pacific
implies, and iinee the resumption of recruitment we have been
careful only to allocate such men to the West Pacific territories,

3. Prom 5>000 applicants, 7OO men were submitted to the
Colonial Service Appointments Board for administration, and
from the successful candidates 28 men were handpicked and
allocated successively to the "/estern Pacific. 13 of these
men have withdrawn on receipt of the formal offer, though
previously some of them had receivei^ v^ith enthusiasm the
suggestion that they should he posted to the Western Pacific.

h. Ho difficulty of this magnitude has been expei'-ienced
in any other area, not excluding West Africa, and your staff
requirements, though now complete unless further withdrawals
occur, have taken a long time to fill*

5. I am well aware of the difficulties arising from
the housing shortage and cost of living imposed by war, but
the fact must be faced that almost 5^/^ cf present candidates
are unwilling to accept your preveiH^S conditions.

6. You will appreciate that recruits of the recon
struction period (of whom favourable reports have been
received from all Colonies), are very different from pre-war
cadets. They are older, more mature, and have experience of
the war years behind them, 30/^ married, of whom many
have working knowledge of separation and atuendant expenses,
h-ost of the bachelors are of an ag® vmich, if not
contemplating m.arriage, they requif® assurances that should
occasion arise, conditions permit i"^*

7. Eeorults have proves the war that they can
So well unaer strenuous oondltions,^'- they are >i»ture
realists, and if we are to attract and hoi, them, conditions
and especially housing, must be i"^
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This present day sensitiveness to factors affecting
family life is entirely understandable, and mast he taken
into account if successful recruitment is to he ensured.
Moreover, it is a factor which at any rate to a considerable
degree, V7ill probably have t o be reckoned with for at
least another two or three years, if not permanently,

8, .1 should welcome your suggestions, for until
improvements can be made, recruitment will continue to be
precarious, and some anxiety must be felt over the reaction
of those recruits who have accepted appointments when they,
get first hand experience of local conditions.

f
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RA#io FORM 1 GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY
•5

* ^ , RADIO TELEGRAPHS.

, . (,

* *' . 7t»

h

Date Stamp
No. „ Office.

Words Dafp. Time •
Sent to

•

Service Instructions
Time

Received from

To CH.T SIR ALBERT ET.T.TS,
S

ARGYLE STEE 'T, imm BAY.

Time

Operator

VERY UAxTY THAKKS E'-SSAG-ES ISIMZA

ANB BLBlsr STAR '.70ULD SUIT

ADiaRABLY

mUDE

i89/X33 / 4f)—250 pds. of 200
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10 FORM 1 gilbert and ellice islands colonyR^:
RADIO TELEGRAPHS.

No ....3»Q5- Office AlG.KL4IJ3I!!2,

Words 26 Date

Service Instructions .....E.TAT.....S.G..

To

Time.....l2.i5_

Date Stamp 30/I/47

Sent to

Time

Received from ypQ

Time 301432

Operator j.mLNE

PASSAGES RESERVED FOR YOU TRIE?JZA

DUE LEAVE OCEAN FOR AUCKLAND

SECOND

PASSAGES

HALF APRIL PROSPECTS OBTAINING

BLUE STAR VESSEL EARLY

UAY

ELLIS.

(fit •- F cZ./?' F - -t-J-. '-y-

yJ " A"

>1̂

(/

- —

1t
1! !!!:I\i:II111i11

190/X33/46—250 pds. of 200

't



RADIO FORM 1 GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY

RADIO TELEGRAPHS.

No.. Office-

Words Date

Service Instructions..: PTE.

Tn HOBSRra,

^ CAIITOH I3LAI3)

Time

MAHY

MBSSAOS VffllCH

FOR

\VE

189/X33/46—250 p(]^ of 200

Date Stamp

Sent to

Time

Received from

Time

Operator

YODR

BOTH

EiAUDE

jam

APHiTCIATE



-«ADI0 FORM 1 gilbert and ellice islands colony

RADIO TELEGRAPHS.

No 6 Office..QMT0MSLAiro '

Words .1.2 Date Time .I.2.Q.Q..

Service Instructions P.??.....?..M.

To TA^;^,.

4/2/47

Date Stamp

Sent to

Time

Received from 2 it

iipie 041533

Operator stephen.B,

PLEASE ACCEPT I..T S:u;pATHY RECENT

accident' YOUR FAIIILY CIRCiiE .

ROBERTS.

4

(2c\AA.Mcy^ t ,

•

VYi
j'"P"

l-'

190/X33 746—250 pds. of 200

mj



•• .V' " A . k: -.'iv
••; -•

f ••
I ^ ' Office of the District Officer,

^ Gilbert Islands District,
Tarawa,

5th February, 1947,

Your Honour,

Just a word of thanks for your letter of
22nd January 1947 about delay in replying to
Such things are so likely to happen and any wav tbf
of your correspondence is so immense that l volume
surprised if relatively unimportant corresmn^ never be
get a little delayed. ^®spondence should

May I say that I greatly appreciate
in writing to explain the matter. Your courtesy

Yours sincerely,

His Honour, • -y,.
H.E, Maude, Esquire, Nv-5!>-£. ' .

Resident Commissioner,
Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony,

BAIRIKI.

I
.J
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.MISSIONER

the high

c/o ofKI'J^p the western

His Honour

Mr* H*S* Maude, M*B.E*, M*A. ,
Tarawa, Gilbert & Ellice Is* Colony.

SUVA. F|J(-

Ji February#
1^47"

Dear Sir, _ "tbe li+th
Q\xv letter touch of

-This is in acknowledgement <^^>0 r®<2®ive " ^ith the
December, 19^6, which I was very proud contact ^^tter*
my Polynesian pride in having the sli^ j.cs your
high ranking officials. Now to the t<5P -^pondence

corr^me now.
for aome hasRabi Island. - I have beenj\.<aux xoxtanu.. — x litavc ucou ^olji

With Tekai and Bonebati and others at ^ last we^ixa for
Fortunately, Clerk Ifeiamawa, who arriv® ^^gh nothing there
given me the latest news of Rabi and that thi*^! are,
very specific mention, I am of the opi'̂ ^joss* ^^®^^ight like
continue to move towards an ultimate that you ^naban
however, one or two things Ikamawa tol^ that the of the
hear, unofficially of course. He tol*^ (j foi* the niay
elders have agreed to "baina" Rabi Isl^Ly (the elder®^ certain
young generations", thou^ their majort^g about, to
^ect to return to Ocean Island. This ®^girt opinion
degree, throu^ some initiative on th® ^gk® ®re, in well '
young people at Rabi, Ikamawa and Bur®^ The latter
undoubtedly the life sparks of the clb^lgpartment, verv
known in the Colony Wireless Telegraph ^„ using this ^ o-ive vou

A few minutes ago Mr, McKee following jkamawa
machine to type his letter to you; and company with 26th
in case he ond.tted from his letter. ^^iV®d from
Master Naikara Eake and 20 students, sent over t^^j^
January, The students have already h®®j5.gira is now b^ iiramawfl
Provincial School Eastern, Lodoni, for Ra^xtion to
us at Maafu Street, awaiting the next fning* ® iqo
will also be returning by that same from Rabi a-'" , _
the above 20 students, two other atud®®^ about 1l|. and ^
on the same opportunity. One a girl ® naV® been enir v ,
about 13. I understand that these tW® .^gi (for giJ^,77 nnfl
the Methodist Mission's schools at Del®^ start for 19^'
Toorak (for boys) respectively, A go®®"
for the Banabans#

- Fishermen* ~
South Sea Marine Products. ptCl* rather it
My scars of sadness are healing*_ ^

looks, that the company have found in th® -^pnt that
Ellice Islanders at present in their empl®y^®i^ ^gurae comes
they cannot find in the other islanders, ihis of - down) and
from ray on observations (which so far ha^®
not from any of the officials of that coffP®'^* . v,« ?n from

Of the 3 Grilbertese, one was a member of th Taft
Arorae and Tamana, HeWas in hospital at the time th®
The second was one of the 'refugees* from Rabi during the laakai
exodus of 19^i-6; while the third is Mareko Boutu of Maiana, a very
active man.



r'

•

I

, At-

. •jf
•"'V- ' ;

- 2 -

Subscribers from Fiji to the Colony Government Publications.-

sir, I fhank you for the privliedge of being asked to
do this work. In fact I had been think of Issuing a some sort
of a circular note on the subject, but, I felt then an unseen
accusing finger - "who gave you authority?" Since I have
received your letter I have telephoned several people and talked
to others. All It needs now, I think. Is ray calling on them.
Soon after the port Is cleared with the Colony fleet - "Awahou",
"Klakla", "John Wiiiiaras";^and "Taraatea"; plus the "Suva" and
"Lautoka" of Carpenter*s fleet on which ships our boys are and
will be signed on - I shall make and I mean It, and honest
"tax-gatherer's" job of collecting the subsrlptlons, I may use
slogams on the line of "Subscribe or renounce your heritage"!

My small efforts have so far brought In i+.s,Od,; 2
subscribers for one year each. To free youl^ from trifle matters
I am writing direct to the Editor concerned, giving him the names
and addresses of the subscribers.

Please accept my sympathy in your untimely and
sorrowful loss In Miss Plrth,

and Mrs, Maude.

With kind and respectful regards to yourself

Yours obediently.
• . ••• *,

•f -ft-
•

V

. -t'. -• ••-•



ife
r

F^'i2kAih*

Ho- 115-

' ••' •! -• n

•• •' -'ft ^

( •

r ••I*

-.i!,

GILBERT AHD ELLICE ISLAEDS COLOHY.
ir'-

MEMORAiroUI.!,

Prom: District Officer, Gil"bert Islands, Betlo<

To : Secretary,to Governnient, Bairiki#

7th Pehruary, 1947#

Pen-cancelled stamps from Honouti Island.

Ref. .your meiTO. ITo« 358 of 5rd December» 19h6,

Durinij his visit to Konouti this raoi th Dauro
Eatieta made a "brief investigation of tlie pen-cancelled
3?ostage staups on letterjdespatched from the island.

2- It was reported that:--

•M [ >'

(a) The official cancellation seal was unfortunately
lost through enemy action when the Japanese
landed at Lonouti during the month of September,
19^2, since when the Scribe wsed the method
reported in your memo, under reference.

(b) The approximate dates between which stamps were
pen-cancelled are September 19^*2 - tiarch, 1946,
when a new seal was supplied.

(e) Approximately 300 covers were pen-cancelled during
the period.

3. Stamps cancelled in this manner are in the hand
writing of the Native Scribe and undoubtedly genuine.
The Postage Stamp seal of Kuria was also souvenired in this
manner but owing to the remoteness of that Island and the
small population it is unlikely that there are any covers
pSD-canoelled from there: but it is possible.

(Sgd*) H.O.R. Pulford Williams

District Officer
Gilbert Islands District.

.•i| . . . • ...... . .
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GILBERT AUD ELLICE ISLAin)S GOLOHY.

>#if IIlillt^lii

HEMORABDOM,

Prom: Secretary to Government, Tarawa,,

To : District Officer, Gil^bert Islands, Betio,

3rd DecemlJer, 1946,

Pea-cancelled Stamps from Konoatl Island,

Durinc Septaober and October, 1945, several
letters were received in Pi31 frcm Nonouti with the stamps
pen-cancelled. i^ome of tlie se staqps had only the word
"Nonouti" on thera while other stamps had "Nonouti" with
the date written underneath#

2, Several enquiries have been received as to the
genuineness of these pen-cancelled covers and it would be
appreciated if you would investigate the circumstances
which led to the stamps being cancelled by pen during your
next visit to Nonouti# If possible, you should report:-

(a) why the stanpi wore pen-cancelled;

(b) approximate dates between which flteoqpe were
pen-cancelled at Nonouti; and

(c) the approximate number of covers pen-cancelled
during this period.

(Sgd.) P.G. Roberts,

Secretary to Government
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London Missionary Society.

H*£*Ma^i.d[of lUsQ^* f OaSa£«y M«A«
The Eosidoncy , TAEAV/A.

Rongorongo Training Institution ,

Bern, Gilbert Islands.
Via Sydney, N.S.W., or Suva, Fiji.

Peh 8th ]9 47

IJear Mr. Maude,
I have such a heavy lot of correspondenfo + 4.v. i. a. x

venture to ask you to allow me to make this a kind of omnih s i ^5
First we do want you to know how very deeply we fftRi -i « j-v.

. with you all in thetragic aoCLdent which involved the death of Miss Firth
_1 44- in A.. 4.-^4—1. . X> 1 X 4 4. . *channing girl it is dreadful to think of her life ,

uncx^coucd fr,shicn. My wife tried to get a short note into + i/°
,4- +v 1 4- V,- W4. « 4m into the mail to Mrs, Maude,

She

and we hope it caught the lost ship, V7e can imagine what « i, ..i 4.v • 4. r. v
to yon .11, «ld porh,p. e.poci.lly to Hr,. IhndS .nd mst hoyo boon
t1y1« oooitT. urr> oan >nit V« n«wi. 4-1.--..VA.! 4-Vi« —WllCH tragCdieS llkOthis occur, we can hut he very thankful for the consoia+4
4.,. 4_ 4.1.._ ..j.- i_ .4.4-— ,, 4. 4^. .. "^aciopg of Christian Faiththat this life is after all only an antoroom to the v^nristian rait
the Yeil. and fuller Life hcyon^

Then may I thank you for your kind reply 4.^ ^
cipated s€<feienient of Christmas Island, In confidence nquiry ahout the anti-

nformar

are grateful
the time comes, the request of the L,M,S, for sites fon promise that when
work will receive consideration, Religious and educational

Crowe , who seeatdto he quite sure that in the Case of"^!^ informant was Captain
were heing taken as settlers. We «re f?rateful . hristmas i-slond the natives

Alia..- AV.A XIAHUXJ UAJTAlie, -Q-- J Q J,

know that through Mr, Boherts? kind offices we are hopin- ^ ^^®sion Press
lot of reams, presumably American paper - Jhdginm ^ ° least
Kew Zealand. We have heen glad to he ahle with the measuromonts -
requests of the Government for printing various foraa
ri Ai_« -+ +>!« »a/x.y,is4- nf rnlnnal PAx-^St ^ thC

You vail

at least that small
from

imiiiig vai-AuuB loraa ~wo have , to meet the
So^ tine ago, at the req-iost of Colonel Fix-Strangway.®*^? islands Laws.
Tarawa copies of all Government forms iec which wo ,.1 i "to your office at

4.y,„„ Slnd on our files here,
I mentioned at the time that in many cases these wer© on,. . 4.1.
consequently it would he necessary for specianns to iT' ""ly "ts COPIES, .nd that
required , At the same time I sent speciraenp sheets of forms
we were then shle to offer for printing Governmojit kinds of paper which •
supply of tinted papers, mostly of farrly light vroigi^+
side only, hat also some heavier and hotter quality "hitahle for printing on one
Certificate of Marriage forms now heing sent to Tar* we have used for the
the printing of a considerahle quantity of such formg^^* We can still undertake
will he acceptable. It is white printing paper foj. ^ ®P®cially if tinted ppper

I aja enclosing a copy of a letter that i
if it is a matter in which you have a voice, we

Work that wo are short of.

if it is a matter in which you have a voice, we BW^®^ing to Mr, Protheroe, and
word from you to Mr, Protheroe or whoever is Concoi.^ appreciate a friendly
might help to open the way for us to get our fnmity^ these matters, which
by a» expeditious and reasonable means , NOT Ncfff, ^ and hooks Achomo to England

•-'VUXk.O wv

- ^ , 4, .u 1 P^i'haps next year
I am glad the collection of hooks reached

they will he of value, we have good hopes of .^ou --- - ...y will he of value, we have good hopes of ®afely, and that you
NEW TESTAMENTS and some BIBLES in Gilhertcse, wh®^ an an^jle supply of new
month. We haVe no E,t,a, yet, hut expect the Williams arrives n*
Prom information received it appears we shall have^Q°Oht the middle of March.

+n -fc.Ve there m newlv annolnted raissioTi*_ 60 acroa* +« neeen Islan

feel

rrOxu xm —miaaie oi joarvfi#

and Nauru to take there a newly appointed miselonaw across to Ocean Island
will so cut down our time that we shall not then ^ fOj. Nauru, I am afraid this
to visit the ihoenix Islands on our way down to Suv*. ^ 1 had previously hoped,
to call at Eahi .If there is snything we can do ^ I Ivope we n»y he ahle. . , osist in regard to these pros"
pective calls, please let us know.

With very kind regards to you both,
I am, Yours since



THE POLYNESIAN SOCIETY
(INCORPORATED)

c/o Alexander TurnbuK Library,

Box 16, Government Buildings,

H, E. Maude, Esq.,
High Commission for the Western Pacific,
SUVA_,_ EIJI ISLAFHS.

Dear Mr, Maude,

C.I.

N.Z,

10 Pehruary, 1947

HeferrinR to your letter of 30 Hovemher,
regardlna: our proposal to supply binding cases for the
Journal, I am sorry to say that so slight has been the response
- a bare half dozen- that we are unable to prdiceed with
the plan. ' It is hard to understand, because one would think
that most people would wish to file their copies.

If I am correct in my inference that you
have become the Resident Commissioner of the lilbert and
-liillice Islands, please let me congratulate you upon your
accession to such distinction. At the same time, I feel sure
it would be difficult if not impossible to find anyone so
well equipped for the post, and so appreciative of'^the
problems of the people within your realm.

With all qjood wishes and kind regards
Yours sincerely, ' *

Hon. ^ecreta^^
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•GILBBRT A^ID ELLIGE ISLAITOS COLONY.

MEMORAHDmi.

P.11/2/1 .

No, 91. 10th PeBruary, 19U7.

Prom: Secretary to Government, Tarawa,

To : District Officer, Gilbert Islands, Betio.

Land owned or 1 eased "by non-natives in the
Gilbert islands District,

Your memorandum Do. 70 of the 30th January, 19U7.

The Resident Coraraissioner has commented
as follows:~

"(a) Ordinance Do. 6 of 19ii.2 is about to be superseded
by the Religious Bodies Registration Ordinance,
19U7 (it may, indeed, have already been enacted)
which is a considerable improvement on the
former law, i consider, therefore, that it
would be best to v^ait a month or two until the
new Ordinance reaches us and then insist on its
strict application to leases by religious bodies.

(b) The Government has no copies of pre-war leases of
land in the Gilbert Islands District, all records
of this nature having been destroyed by enemy
action. The lessees (and "less frequently the
lessors) may have copies,

(c) Virtually all Government leased land in the
District was rented vi/ithout any formal lease at
all: simply a verbal agreement between some long
defunct District officer and the ancestors of
the present owners, V/herever leases existed, they
have been lost through enemy action: unless the
Southern Gilberts leases file can be found among
the records retrieved from Beru, It is hoped
to put all Government leases on a proper written
footing, and a uniform rent per acre, at an
early date,

(d) The case of the Nanyo Boyeki Kaisha, as summarized
by Mr, Pusinelli in the enclosure to this
memorandum, is one of consid erable cornpleXity,
Can the District Officer please find out the
extent of the land owned by the Gotrg^any and details
of any other assets and debts? If these are large
enough to warrant it, the High Commissioner can
the'n be asked for a 'vesting order' and 'wirding
up order' in order to liquidate the concern. As
regards leased land, it may be presumed that there
was the usual proviso for re-entry after 3 months
default in rent payments and that the lessors
possessed the right to re-enter their land as
from the let October, 19U6?

(e)



(e) I know of no land owned "by Messrs. Burns, Philp
though I "believe one or two pieces are owned
"by riessrs. On Chong (V/.H. Carpenter and Co.,
Ltd.). The Chief Lands Commissioner will "be
responsi"ble for locating and recording all
land owned freehold "by non-natives in the
District and I have no dou"bt that he will
approach "both firms in this connexion: I have
na o"bjection, however, if the District Officer
would like to conduct advance enquiries, should
he consider them desira"ble. Before the war
there v/ere "believed to be about 100 pieces of
land ovined freehold by non-natives in the
District (all acquired prior to 1892) but I
imagine several of these have reverted to native
ownership.

As regards lands leased by the abovementioned firms,
the position is that all leases in this Colony seen by
me at any time "oore the proviso "rent payable half-
yearly in advance on the First day of January and the
First day of July in each year and should default be made
in the said payment for a period of three months then
it shall be lav^ful for the said Lessor to re-enter
and take possession of the said land". Assuming
Burns, Philp's and on Chong's leases were no exceptions,
the lessors hhd the right to re-enter their leased
land cn the 1st October, 19^6, except on Bikati and
Betio, but subject to the lessee's right of restraint,
which neither firm have exercised and which in any
case expires on the 1st April, 19U7j on which date
neither firm will have any interest' le:ft in such
lands. I take it that, in practice, all lessors have
long since re-entered?

The Hig'- Contnissioner has been requested to terminate
by Proclamation the "military occupsfcion" of Bikati
as from the 31st December, 19^6, and of Betio as from
the 28th Februaiy, 1947 (vide my despatch No. 6 of
the 17th January)."

(Signed) P. G. ROBERTS

Secretary to Government,
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Sear Alexander,

Office of the Eosident Comissioner,
Gilbert ond Ellice IslendB Colony,

Tarawa.

10th February, ^9k7•

On goin, • througli sooe of oy old i>Grsonal
recorde, I have come across a report vdiich wife
apiJarently prepared in 1933 on the orgcnisatlon and
saethods of worli of the lTauru Co-operative Society.

I am sending it to you ;juGt in case it
Dsay contain a few hints of use. The Itauru
Co-operative Society was always run on somewhat
different lines to those in this Colony and was,
p-jrhaps, as a result, rather more successful in
its activities. In particular: the foot that any
menber of the public was free to deal at the Society
store on equal terms with laerabcrG was a feature
which we stould do well to introduce in this Colon, :
the "divi" at the end of the year is, of course,
a usual feature of Co-operative Societies and is
reseirrcd for members onl^'".

I should be grateful if you v.ould lot mo
have attached documents bach in due course, as
some day we hope to write a book on this Colony for
which I am amassing a vast store of documentary aids.
There is no hurry, however, as we shall not be
wanting it i^ov the next year or two at any rate.

Yours sincer ly.

{Signed) H, E, MAUDE

m a. Alexander, Esqwiye,
Betio.

V

1

•wi
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11th Pebraary, 19^+7.

Bear Laket

I see thct you incurred espenditure to the
tune of £2,9.11. on the celebration of tlie King's
Birthday at Funafuti. As there was no allocation for
expenditure on this item from 'government Funds, the
Treasury have had perforce to charge the amount to
your Advance Account, as in the case of one or two
other officers ;vho did the same. It will "be different
this year as I have once again put the pre-war
provision for King's Birthday celebrations on the
Estimates and you will he informed of the Ellice
Island's allocation in due course.

Meanwhile, as I am anxious thct you should
not suffer personally on tiiis natter, I am sending
you hy "Maureen" a hottle of Whisl^r and another of
Rum. I hox)e that they "both reach you safely.

I shall he going on leave early in April
so may not he ahle to see you again until c^r return
ahout March I BhS. I hope ,.oa have an excellent leave
and come hack full of energy and vigour.

Bryant \7ill he taking over as Acting
Resident Gomriissioner during «y aheence,

V/lth kind regards.

(Signed) H. E. MAVBE

A.O. Lake, Esquire9
Bistrict Officer,

Ellice Islands. i ..H' ' '
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11 th PeTsruary, ^^k7•

Thank you for youi* letter of the 23rd IJoveciber
which I should hove answered lone ago. Actually, however,
there has "been no outward laail since its receipt (except
the plane on which it came) so my inexcusable delay is of
no practical import.

You sound quite lyrical about Palestine and
somehow I feel it in bones that you will like it very
much indeed. It is, of course, not everybody's meat but
I hear that Clements, who has been transferred there from
the Solomons, considers himself extremely fortunate. I
sho:ld imagine that life there would be even oor© exciting
than these islands must have been during the Invasion.

Life here is pretty circumscribed these dsy s
and I honestly believe you would feel yourself in prison
(and strait-jacketed at that). During the war you could
at least move around a bit and an occasional new face
appeared above the horizon: now, however, there is nothing
from week to'week. The Christmas mail is still in Suva
and after the "Mr.ureen" leaves here tomorrow with this
letter there will not be a single vessel of any type or
size left in the entire Colony. You may have felt that
this was "sleepy hollow" before the war;' what you'd tliink
now, I can't imagine.

I'm not cocoplaininc myself since to me this place
is home, or the nearest approach to one I've ever had: but
to anyone w! o had an^' particular ties to the outside world
it would be horrible. The one thing that never lets up
is the work, which has tripled and more in the last year,
due to the expansion of peace-time organizations generally,
and not least the U.K.O., I.L.O. and South Seas Regional
Com isBion. I see that I've written 150 letters and
telegrams to the High ComDissioner sQ-one during January
and our correspondence with the D.O., Gilbert Islands, was
well in the hundreds by the first we^ In February. Alack
aday, where will it all end?

V, fox-Strangways, Esquire,
C/o The Secretariat,

Jerusalem,
Paaestiii«A
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All your personal effects have heen duly
V-•;, , forwarded to you hy the last vessel to leave here: they

a' - were being stored here against your return and should be
y in good condition, despite severe westerlies, as they^• were kept in a very dry place. neither Beneuro nor

Livolo said or did anything about them - Livolo, in fact,
left for Fiji soon after, where he now lives with his

.'.V , -' '.
.♦

* It ,- 1 . ' • ; y;ife Clara Harris.

%

' y-

A few of your spoons and forks have been
retrieved during the last few weeks by the D.O. at Betio;
they were apparently left by you for use in the Hetio mess.
These are being forwarded by this mail, I sent a
Circular round asking whether anything else of yours
CO'.Id be found anywhere; glass, kitchen utensils and the
like, but have drawn a blanl:, so I hope there is nothing
mis sing.

Many thanks for your assistance in getting the
natives some war con2>ensation. They have been very
patient over the matter, but a telegram has recently
arrived approving the necessary expenditure, so we can go
right ahead. I don't know what your icpression of the
Colonial Office is: I suppose they're terribly busy, sines
they only approved our estimates for th: :,-ear ending the
31st MaTOh a week or two ago. It's awkward not knowing
what one ca:: spend. However, whan they do reply they
seem generous enough and not obstructive in any way.

The Colony Trade Scheme is proving a great
success and Alexander, as Co-operative Societies and
Development Officer,, is patting the local Co-operatives
on a stable footing preparatory to turning the Trade Scheme
into a Co-operative Wholesale Society run by an Executive
Gonmittee of the meciber retail Co-operatives. We arc
starting a Savings Dank in April and hope to i)ereuade the
Colonial Office to let the funds be invested in the Trade
Scheme for the most part, which would enable us to repay
the loan from the United Kingdom.

Pusinelli, who is in chorge of Medals, decorations,
pensions ond gratuities, and incidentally a first-class
secretariat officer, produced a letter a few weeks ago
detailing the position regarding your Pacific Star, etc.,
which I duly signed, not knowing much about the subject
myself. He, however, has such things at his finger tips.
I see that you are also due for a little gratuity of
£A62 odd (.050 sterling) in respect of your service with
the G A E Defence Force and this should reach you through
the Crown Agents in due course: Pusinelli tells m© it

,does not Include any gratuity in respect of your service
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with the P.M.P., which is apparently up to them.

V/ernham has gone to Malaya, Dickes to IJigeria,
Clarke and Kennedy have retired, so ti.ere have heen
considerahle changes since you left. The new Cadets, as
you soy in your letter, are pretty hot stuff and we are very
pleased with one and an so far. They put people like
old sleepy Major quite in the shade.

It was extremely generous of you to say in your
letter I did anything at all to lighten i^ur norl: out here.
Personally, I feel you had an extremely tough time all
round, what with the eccentricities of the Americans and the
donnishness of the old Pacific squad. However, you are
well out of the circumscrihed life of the islands ("insular"
le a most apt word) and now its over I don't imagine you
regret it. Certainly no one could have kept the Colony
going as you did during the very difficult period of the
American invasion. I know, "because I had just one month
of it at Betlo and another few weeks would liave seen my
resignation (incidentally, the last American leaves Betio
in a week or two).

Honor joins me in wishing you and your wife
the very best in Palestine and nay you both enjoy every
minute of it.

• '.vt'
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105, Park West,
I.'ar'ble /irch,
London, W. 2.

23rd Hovernoer 1945.

I write in some haste to tell you that j'-ou can now
order a new R. C.! I have "been appointed an Under-Secretary in
Palestine, and expect to arrive in Jerusalem heofre the end of
the year. My abdress ".vill "oe:-

c/o Secretariat
Jerusalem

Palestine
ana perhaps you could have this registered in my papers, in case
there is any outstanding correspondence.

I wrote to the Ag. 'R. C. ('?yourself) a couple of weeks
ago asking if some enquiries could he made about 4 or 5 packages
of mine which v/ere to have been sent down, and probably were so
sent, to Suva after me. All the rest of my kit has arrived from
the 'JPIiC store in Suva, but not these; I expect that they were
put in a separate place and burns Philp were not told to collect
them. Put if you could check'up from Beneuro or Livolo that they
did leave Tarawa I should be grateful. There v/ere some rather
valuable and quite irreplaceable reels in the stuff, b'sides some
6 juvenirs I don't wart to lose, .imd a pistol.

I hope tnat you are fit and having a good time; I v/onder
if your wife is up in t?ie islands with you now. I had a cheerful
letter from Roberts son^e time ago. I saw a telegram about some
ships in Australia, one of.v/hich -ounded |i''e the answer to prayer.
I have been lending wj^at weight I could to the geographical dept.
in their efforts to get out of the Treasury the money for v/ar
com.pensation for natives. I fear that some of the Whitehall folk
think me a rude and unpleasant bushman; but I think we have stirred
them a little.

I am very much thrilled with the idea of Palestine; I had
always wanted to /o back there, as it is such an astonishingly
attractive country. I thought the Pacific quite lovely, and in
very mnny ways would have liked to stay there; but when I thinlc
of an autumn morning in the Judaean hills, with a singing wind and
partridges calling just belov/ one; ' ell, the Pacific takes second
place. And the flowers in the Spring; you literal_y caai't put a
foot down without crushing them. Horses too. It's -frightfully
expensive, but look what you get for it; a marvellous cli''iate, and
home leave every 18 months; a centi'e for visiting, on one's local
leave, such -Dlaces' as Cairo and the !Tile -Valley, Constantinoole,
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Cyorus, G-reece, and the Lebanon. My v7ife i
nrospect of a job in civilization once more, aftbr the
black country of Africa and the never-never of Fiji.

delikiited at the
f te2 bitter

1

You have a nice fellow in your new Lands Gommiseioner.
And I think that some of the new cadets, though not perhaps of
the Barbary strain, are real good fellows a2id will do very v/ell. -i.t
any rate they all seem keen, aaid I have done my best to imoress
on them that the Colony IS a delightful olace and not the barren
rock that most folk in Whitehall and elsev/here in Lngland seem to
think it is.

I will try in the next few days to write some fare-
-well letters to the rTative Q-overnments; infuriating as many of
them are, they are people whom I am really sorry to leave.

With very best wishes to your wife and yourself, and
very many thanks for all the help you gave me, during difficult
times, in alx matters from ill-fit ing greatcoats to the intrica-
-cies of development schemes. I appreciated it, and it made my job
lighter.

<-

..-'•Y •• •

Sender's name and address:-
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Dear Mr# Trotter#

I era afraid I onl:. oaci©
across th© 5CX) etemps ^ ou ordorod
the other dec: I liad imagined thnt
thee had been sent to eoa on th©
last ship«

However, hotter Into than
never, and I tmot tlirt you nill
find theu oil in good order and
condition.

Yours sincerely,

{Signed) if. MAUDE

J# Trotter# Ss^uixw,
BumB Philp (i^outh Sea) Oo## Ltd##

Suva# i'i^l



Western Pacific High Ckarttnission#
M.J.P, SuTa, Fi^l*

q q hg
9th GepteralKir, 19U6.

Dear Mr.Trotter,

Your lottersof the 2nd and 7^h September
have been duly received, together with a cheq:ue for
£9ilOs.6d, (Fi^i curr0n<^). I note that you would like
ne to have 500 covers stamped with id. and 3d. Peace
Issue First Day Covers and retunied registeied post
to you at Box 355 O.P.O., Suva.

X haven't sighted the 500 covers hut presume
they viere sent direct to the Post Office and that I
shall find them awaiting me when I get to Tarawa*

This note is just to acknowledge receipt of
the money and to assure you that the job will be done
and that it will cause no trouble atall,

Youuce sinoerely.

r«Trotter, Ssqiiire,
Manager,

Messrs.Bums,Phllp (S.9,) Oo« Ltd*,
Suva.

Sill
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CODE ADDRESS: 'BURNSOUTH'

BRANCHES:

FIJI

SUVA

LEVUKA

LAUTOKA
.LABASA

' BA
SIGATOKA
ROTUMA

TONGA

NUKUALOFA
HAAPAI

VAVAU

fclLBERT I'-g"

'TARAWA

SAMOA

APIA

PAGO PAGO

NEW HEBRIDES

VILA

SOLOMON pg*

FAISI

GIZO

MAKAMBO

NORFOLK 1**°

NlUE 1'--°

FUTUNA l^-°

WALLIS ISP

SYDNEY AGENTS:

BURNS. PHILP a CO. LTD.
7 BRIDGE STREET

LONDON AGENTS:

BURNS. PHILP a CO. LTD.

35 CRUTCHED FRIARS. E.C.3

SAN FRANCISCO AGENTS:

BURNS-PHILP CO. OF SAN FRANCISCO
MATSON BUILDING

215 MARKET STREET

agencies THROUGHOUT THE WORLD

CAPITAL £2,000,000

REGISTERED OFFICE, SUVA, FIJI
^ COfr^ '̂JNICATlCf.'S TO S€ AOLRESSEC
TO THE CC.V:?mNY, HOT TC llJOiViCUAcS.

SUVA,_ 2n(^ September, 1946.
FIJI

H.E. E'aude Esq.,
C/- V'estern Pacific High Comnission,

Dear Mr, Tin-ucJe,

Apropos our recent conversation on First
Day •QesPBft- Peace Covers for GdcE.I, Colony, I
have forwarded to you a parcel containing 500
addressed covers, all ready for affixing to each
a set of the Peace Issre comprising Id, and 3d.
denominations,

You will note I have addressed these "H.E.II,
c/- P.O., Tarawa to avoid the possibility of loss
if each were addressed back to Fiji, so ^'ould you
be kind enough to arrange for one of vour junior
native clerks to parcel the 5^0 cancelled covers
and send under registered cover to Box 35'^ GPO,Suvp,

I enclose a receint fpr £A10-ll-0 denosited
with t>e Festern Pacific High Commission Office,
Suva, to cover all the known exnenses likely to
arise in having the job of work nerfomed for me,
It comprises: —

500 sets each 4d, (id.ft 3^«) 8
Service for 500 covers at Id. 2
Reg. parcel post for return
of 500 covers to Suva

6
1

8
8

£A10 11 0

r'.cj
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I will be happy to 'raee-t 'any other expenses not included
in -the above.

p.,..

Thanking you for your assistance which is anpreciated.

Kind regards. ;
. V
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Bear Hr« llastman^
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12th Peliruary, 1 9U7«

Thank you trcry much for your efforts, tocether
with those of Kain RonooronGO,towards "building the Beru
Bridge: I*ra sure that it is a good and su"bstantial
structure and wish we could come down and see it. I
should like to "be a"ble to repay you in some way for all
the fuel oil and time spent on this work, "but nowada^'s
every Item of ezpenditure not provided for in the Estimates
has to he referred to the Secretary of State in London and
the Auditor examines eacl; voucher with a jealous eye to
see that the British tax-payer's mo ey has Been strictly
applied to the purpose for which it was voted. However,
I hope that we shall Be able to do you some reciprocal
favour in times to come.

I have put £1,500 on the Estimates for the
year comnencing the l8t April for the construction of a
permanent Bridge at Beru, "but it remains to Be seen
whether this will Be approved or not. I feel, hoirever,
that it is going to go through all rigbt and that we
should Be aBle to Build quite a decent Bridge or causeway
for that amount. I on hoping that the Llechanical
Engineer, when he comes to join us in Moii-, will Be aBle
to superintend toe work.

Yes, we are aBout to go on leave. We are due
to leave Ocean in the laiddle of April By the "Trienza"
or "Triesta" for Auckland and from thence to England By
a Blue Star cargo Boat early in Uny. I vastly prefer
travelling By cargo x«ather than passenger ships. We
sho Id Be Back about March 19W and in the meantime Bryant
will act as Resident. He has had 15 years in the
Oolonial Service and has been transferred here from Nigeria
in the suBstantive post of District (Jonralssioner, GllBert
Islands.

I
« the £••. O.H. tai%nRn,

Rongerongo,
Bern Island.
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Two of our five new Lands ConmisBioners have

• arrived, at Ocean Island with Bryant and await some
^ vessel to ring thei.; across here. I h:;pe that one

• or two of them will "be going down to Beru to learn the
-r* ' language and land customs. At all events I want to

' avoid their getting into the petty round of Colony
. Headquartei'Sj where everything mills ahout and nothing

seems to get accocplished. Alexander is now about to
Le transferred as Co-operative Societies and Development

.Ty;-',: • Officer and his work will ho to jxit the various island
'v y' -' Co-operatives on their proper feet and have them
' . registered as me fibers of the Co-«ops?ative \7holeeale

) • B Society which is what the Coloni' Trade Scheme is about
,»• te turn into. The local Go-operatives will he divided
• .. into territorial groups and each gro.p will elect an

y •Executive Com.-.iittee member who, with the rest of the
Committee, will he rosponsihle for the control of the

'•X'';! ' y •• :) ,> v/holesale Society, Wc are trying, with a certain success,
" \ "to interest the local Co-operatives in investing their

• > ', ' surplus funds in the .holesale Society, where they get
3,^' I believe several hundred pounds have arrived
recently.

I will write that notice for "Tero" re the
Alfred Sadd Memorial Hell as soon as I can get down
to it. Somehow try as I may I never seem to catch
up with the correspondence.

V/lth kind regards from my wife and myself
to you hoth.

Yours sincerely.

•J

• <•;

• -V •.
- y^^ V
-.y'-'i • f'- ••".''I'."'"• ' ' • • •• 5:y

•j - ' A-. ni-y-ya

' <.i. '•

V:.

,/

• ,r • •
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:t y)y\';V , ;.'. 12th February/, 1947<
A

Dear Tofinga,

There is jost a fe^J cinates oefore the mail
closes to ansi.7er ^rqar note i-egardinc Tehabure^ Viould
you please let Teti Isnow that I did m best to enable
Tehabure to stay in Fi^i but that it is absolutely
icposeible. The Fi;3i G-oveiTinent wou3.d not consider
his remaining in Fiji nor will they consider his
return to that countThe reason is that there
Is an Oi»dinance (you could probably find it in the
Fiji Consolidated Laws) which states that no person,
other than a resident of Pi^ij shall be permitted to
stay in or enter the country if he has been at any
time convicted of any offence triable by the Supreme
Court, The only person who can grant an exei:i)tion
from the provisions of this law is the Governor
himself: I tried this avenue but it was no use. As
I esp-jcted he was not prepared to exert his
prerogative in favour of a inardejror.

In anj cose you might tell Teti that
Tababure was tried here as a worher in the Public
Worlcd Department but had to be dismissed as being
a lazy troublemaker.

Tofinga Poua,
We8tezu:i Pacific High <^i:iiQia8lon,

Suva, Pl^l,

Yours sincerely,

fmi.

K^-1

I.
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Dearjdrs, Maude.,.,.. . . ..
The story is that Teiti wanted me to type this letter

for him. I am sorry that he sent it in 15 minutes before ^set out to
to take Tebabure to the "Awahou", Yrs obediently, vr//.//,i:
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kA®i0 FORM 1 gilbert and ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY

" • RADIO TELEGRAPHS.
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Date Stamp/
Nn Offirp

Words Date Time 2.
Sent to

Service Instructions :
Time

Received from

To KBEGAH

OAFS BinmilLo SYDUEY-

Time

Operator

MAHY

HO

I^yiHG

YOU

189/X33/46—250 pds. of 200

TEAKKS

FOR

OCIiMI

YOUR

EBC}DIHSD

MG^vHD

GOOD

GOOD VilSIIEO

THAir.S A8

APRIIr"-' SEE

;.DCK

mauds
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No. Office.....?..™?.!.

Words. 26 Date liS Time
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Service Instructions .d.ri.i

Jq GLT IIA.UDE TESIDEWGY TARAV/A.

Date Stamp 12/2/47

Sent to

Time

Received from VPD

Time 121925

Operator TO TI

HIGfl co:il:ission 10LD IB YESTERDAY

OF YOUR APPOINE'ENi HEARTY CONGRATULAT

AND GOOD VISHSS TELEGRAPH IF

you r.'ANT ANY SHOPPING DONE

liEHE

KEEGAN.

\y' ^
j\ ^

V

"jtCiXvA'xl UJp - '-c-n. • c :: z^L XI-ik. t'-cs.

ci-e(3u.fwvo irP,
ca:^h_le

\I"V
A/L-O
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"Greenways",
Cliffe Road,

Barton-on-Sea.
13. 2. 1947. Hants.

Dear H. E. M.,

Ivlany thanks for your note of the
>')rd. Decemher which has just come to hand. Thanks
'also for sending on the q_uestion of my leave to
Stariledon - it is q.uite "beyond me how they ever
arrived at their figure in Suva. If Vaskess wouldIpnly give up his favourite reading and study,in
stead, a sheet of hlank papei', it might improve
his mind; make hin less destructive.

As a matter of fact, I have "been in com
munication with Trafford Smith (tho' he has been
transferred to the Palestine side as, perhaps, jou
know) but he seems as hazy as I am concerning the
service angle. He is, however, putting me into
touch with our own man at the Colonial Office and
I'll probably see him before making an official

Jiowl to you - should that become necesary.

m.

Things in England have changed terribly;
nothing to buy or, at least, very little and that
at a terrific cost. Suits take a year or more to
:et but Pooles of Savile Row are making me two as

great favour to be ready bj^ the end of this
month. (Sometimes it pays to go to the King's own
pet tailor.') I ordered six suits and then asked
the price. 35 guineas.' After being delivered of
a fine healthy child of 17^ Ihs. I came to and
was too weak to argue about it. Didn't have the
guts to saj'" I couldn't afford such fantastic
prices. Vdien I told my wife about it she said not



a word until a few nights later when we had a
few people in for drinks: then she hlasphemous-
ly used a story of Upton Sinclair's against me.

(You know the story? St. Peter decided That God
should he psycho-analysed because He was suffer
ing from delusions of grandeur - He thought he
was Grainger Clarke?." Then she. told the story of
my suits.' As a matter of fact I'll get benefit
of reduced prices if prices fall before the ^its
are finished - if they fall.' Then I v/ent to^ur-
berrj^s in the Hajmiarket and tried to get a sports
jacket and a couple of pairs of flannels in a
hui'ry. Ho hope of the jacket so I bought a i^^dy
made one - price £17. 8. 9, repeat 1?! The earn
ed slacks, tailored and delivery within a month,
are a mere £8. 8. 0 a pair. So you see how it is
with us at Home these days. Against these blows,
however, God -was very good to me in Australia; I
hit several prizes in the State Lotteries and my
brother then borrowed a fiver from me and in
sisted on putting it on a horse instead of re
paying it. He knew the owner (sufficient reason,
in my opinion, for not backing it), but the nag
came home first, after all and we decided to
throw a party at my brother's flat. During
show I discovered that he had put £10 on the nag
so I allowed him to foot the whole bill. Did I
say that we got 100 to 1? Very sinful, of couree
it was sinful, but why my dammed brother did^t
put £10 on for me instead of a lousy fiver ^^11
makes me savage. Still, it has allowed me to buy
expensive clothes an.d I do love buying from the
most exclusive -Deorde'.

time for it, blast it. Temperat'ore has been a



40 viegi'ees on two or three occasions only and it
is still freezing all over the country. Transport,
hptlj^rail and road, is completely hitched; trains
snowed up, roads impassahle, ships held up and al
together things are in a most unholy mess. Coal is
scarce as all hell and there are severe cuts in
hoth electricity and gas. Portiinately, my spouse
is a good Yorkshire housekeeper and she laid in a

llarge stock of coal several months ago. Prescient
wench; I approve of her acumen.

i»Iuch talk ahout the fall of the Labour
.Governnent, mostly wishful thinking, I'm afraid,
hyhurchill refuses a coalition which prohahly it
was never Atlee's intention to ask for, anyway.
But without light and heating the poorer classes
are having a dainned had time and there is murmiu?-
ing in the land. Even the B. B. C. seen to he hit
ting slyly at the Government; one of their funny
men told us over the air last night, apropos the
lighting restrictions, "I've just written a song
that I have dedicated to Mr. Shinwell, the Fuel
Minister, "The Candles are coming, hurrah,hurrah".

^There is practically a hlack-out throughout the
whole country; no street lighting to speak of and
train lighting has heen reduced so drastically
that reading is ouite impossible. Taking it all
round I am beginning to think I came Home at not
iguite the opnortune moment I

Down here in Hampshire we are luckier
than most other counties as we had a day's thaw
p week ago and there is hardly any snow. In most
other places, hov/ever, there has heen no thaw and
feet of frozen snov/ lie everywhere.

So you are having Joan Hard hack with
you again, after all? Thank God.' Thev r.mnp ona



4t.

stayed with vay wife for a tiine - much longer
than the week-end for which they were invited I -
and then they left England rather suddenly with
out communicating an;/ further with my wirfe., Odd
people, full of that old-world couptesy for
'Which I have ever heen remarked in the Pacific.

I rather fancy that young V/arren's threat ahout
coming to England had something to do -with their
hurried departure. Hard told my wife that hi^
idea was that Joan should live in Suva v/ith
hoy - the hoy getting a joh in the Fiji Service.
God help V/arren if he has to look after Hamma in
a place where it is easy to get alcohol.'

Don't fail to get into touch with me
'.vhen you come Home - I'd like to have a yarn
ahout things Pacific with you; it might influence
certain things that I a'rt thinlcing of putting up
to the Colonial Office.

Anything further concerning salaries
revision and compensation for war datiage? I am
writing you in regard to the latter - sending yoi
a couple of insurance policies (copies) which I
hope will support, the claim I have hvinged
Tara'wa.

All the hest to Honor and to yourself.
And., if you are - or become - R/Commissioner, juy
very hearty congratulations. V/e riay not have
seen eye to eye on all points out there hut ?
least we did have the interests of the Colony
and the natives at heart, j hope your efforts
won't he nullified hy the thugs in Suva.'

Yours aye,
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LIST OP OPPICERS - G.c": E.I.C.

ADMIS, MISS J.

ALSXAIIDSR, V/.a.

P.

BASTIII, R.S.

BAURO RATIETA

BEDDOWS, MISS J.C.

BRUIOELL j J,E, j I.I»Sc,

BRYiUTT, H.C.A., B.A,

GARTLAiro, B.C., B.A.

CL^JvE, S.G.

COOK, J.

COA'ELL, T.R., B.A.

DODS, MISS J.

El^GLISH, P.T. , M.B.E.

POOIT, W.

POREI.IMT, R.

PULLER, A.E.

GRAUT, A.P.

G.E.

HE.\TLEY, A,

KULLAH, T.H.Ct,

KERR, D.

LAKE, A.G.

LLOYD, E.E.

major, E.II,

ILOTHUS,

MAUDE, H.E., i.I.A. , M^B.E.

MAYBER, C.

McMrT, B,

•«L.

Sister in Char£i;e, Central Hospital
and Nurses* Training School,Tarav;a.

Cadet Officer,

Radio Technician (Temporary).

Chief V/ireless Officer,

Assistant Adxiinistrative Officer.

Clerk, Treasury Department (Temporary

Cadet Officer.

Administrative Officer (Grade I.) "

Chief Lands Coninissioner,

Treasurer and Collector of Customs.

Master, R.C.S, "Kiakia",

Passed Cadet,

Stenographer-Typist, Resident
Comnissioner's Department.

Clerk and Customs Officer (Grade I.)

Porei.ian Tjiechanic, Public Works
Department,

Hate, R.C.S, "Awaliou".

Assistant Treasurer and Collector
of Customs,

Superintendent of Police and Prisons.

Director of Education,

Chief Officer, R.C.S. "Awahou".

Government Storekeexoer,

Wireless Officer.

Cadet Officer,

Administrative Officer (Temr)orary),

Cadet Officer.

Chief Officer, R.C.S. "KiaJcia".

Acting Resident Coninissioner.

Engineer, m.v, "liaureen".

Chief Clerk, Resident Torimissioner*8
Denartrnent,
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PSDROj J., B.E.II,

PENITAIA TEO

PITTS, W.H.

-2.-

PROTIiEPOE, J.B.

PUSIlTETAil, P.II.B., B.A., 11.C,

R^ISAT, W.H.
REIirSR, W.
ROBERTS. P.O.

ROBERTS, H.G.

ROSE, Dr. H,

SIHCIAIR, A.D.

SINCLAIR, P.L.Ct.

SdlANI, J.

STIL\D, G/lPTAIN H.

TUTU TEPiJ'IENE, B.E.H.

WALCOT, D.B.

\\T3R!THA].', D.G.I. , B.L.

WILLLUIS, E.G.

WILLIATiS, H.G.R.P., B.A.

YAI,! SIE CI-IEUITG.

-J - • •

'£i .

Porenian of V/orks.

Assistant Adininistrative Officer.

Chief Engineer (Relieving), R.C.S.
"Av;ahou",

Llanager, Colony Trade Scheme.

Cadet Officer,

Clerk and Customs Officer (Grade II.)
tlTTliaster, n.v. "aargaret

Secretary to Government,

Administrative Officer (Tempora?:'y).

Senior Iledical Officer,

Mana"ianager, Christmas Island Plantations
and Assistant A-di'iinistrative
Officer.

Chief Engineer, R.C.S. "A\7ahou"

Engineer, r.i,v, "l.Iargaret".

Master (Relieving) R.G.S."Av/ahou".

Senior Assistant Medical Practitioner,

Clerk and Customs Officer (Grade I.)

Administrative Officer (Grade II.)

Master, m.v, "Maureen".

Cadet Officer.

Clerk and Customs Officer (Grade II.)
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( \ London Missionary Society.

in • Rongorongo Training Institution,

Bern, Gilbert Islands.
Via Sydney, N.S.W., or Suva, Fiji.

] 9

dLo-su^ Wi.»

'̂ f*' * /W-tAJ~> cJLa.^^tA«jkXx

. i*><- --{Lji-JU*. >.J0L-^»J> aa.a CC.O

J.. ^

^ >3.6-^-^ C-oiX,^ i. uJIa
Ujrv4-4^ cs-J^-jp^ <

(^ ^ ^ yt. ^
u>Jiii c^ ^ ^ ^ ^ "7^

^S^or\j^-v-^ Ca-Xx-^/^

(5, (^oXZ^

•cx^

;V,l'' •'iJ.'
ri.
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• 1 am In receipt Of •yo'dr 'letter 1^0. i*,,77/15. of the

ISth Octoher, 1945. written tb^^rs ^Vatson,with reference to

a ton of flour "brought to the'Island the S.-3.''J. Sterling'1-ortoi
• • • •* .

.as .a present fron yourself;to the Connunity of ^itcairn.

I wish, to Inform that this flour have not been paid

Pitcairn Island

3-6th.I'e''oruaj?y 1947,,

•iV--

'. ' .'Vw
•>. >

1-:• , •' , -In with the general account of' goods,received at the: same time,
••ilt ' .-.t

r -y-'

P.: i'--'-'

* ' ^

•p, •

);p.' ^

as I hs.ve cnec.-ced up each indiviauai a^^uounto. brdeped, and no

/ /where shows that any one have paid for the flour/ r think all

. 4! people understand, that you bring; the flour for the people
as agift from yourself.

.„y I am writing to "rs.'latson in regard to" this matter
as she for'ward your letter on to me to check up and to let -you

C^.i-
A r'? •

V

know Miat the position is* b -

"'e are very disapointed because the:Aichess wont be ' ^v

able to called at the Island on her way home ,we all have been

looking forward to seeing her . owing to bad ^.veather the ship was

delayed,therefore he cant call,

^e',also heard whether it is Official or not that you \7ii:
be passing this way on, your home also about ^^arch,whether its

only a rur.ior or not we hope its true.

I am keeping very busy these days tending to the Peace

StoEps large amount of Orders coming infer the stamps,
looping that this find you and the family all well as it is with
us all, Katie wants to be I'emember to Mrs, I^aude,also the two girls

sends there regards to Aiaric,

It;

W"

>-•-

•v*. v(''.

•• :, -k ^ •
Hi-

-p

lam

Your obedient serrant

-i, <-•.>'

"'"1 • 'I'vV"•
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Prom: Mr. H.E. Maude, Tarawa.

To : Major E.E. Lloyd, Ocean Island.

19th PeLruary, 19^1-7.

I am informed Ly Cominission that I have "been
Looked "by "Trienza" for Auckland in April. \'!ftien
approximate sailing date from Ocean islEuad is known
grateful if you would pass it on to me.

Maude.

.V
- - f r<'

'.'l
.If-• U%',

••y:

•s.. .'••

•••f ...V,.-I!;;,,



RADIO FORM 1 gilbert and ellice islands colony

No.. Office

Words Date...

Service Instructions

Xo GLT IIITCHSU.

RADIO TELEGRAPHS.

Time.

GABLE ALD iTIRSLE-SS SUVA

11^1

Date Stamp

Sent to

Time

Received from

Time

Operator

-

riE ulSH YOU VSRY BEST

IS YOUR ibCATlLH AKD

MAHY THAMS

SEGILUdG

FOR rouji ASSISTALCB

TOWARDS EraE>LO"imfrT OUR PIOPIiE

•" -

A

•

y

- -

_

•

—250 pds. of 200
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icadio form 1 GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY

Kiji'"
V •' RADIO TELEGRAPHS.

No „.23.3 - Office

Date 23_

Service Instructions

Words 3i.Q.

To GLT HATJDE TAIfii'.'A

Time.. J24.5..

Date Stamp 23/2/47.

Sent to

Time

Received from VPD

Time 23 ^428L

Operator rijo'tAiCE

JUST RECEIVED 'URD LIY TIUNSFER

TO

FRIDAY

ADELAIDE

STOP

AI.I

LOST

LSAVIUG

GRATEFUL

SIWA

YOUR

ITAIIY KIRDrJESSES YISH YOU AHD

I3S iJlUDE HivPPIrTESS HEALTH AND

SUCCESS

""A'KITCHELL -

A

— — - - - — —

1
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OILBBRT AHD BLLIOii I3L.JID3 COLONY.

ri . ??/¥f
Office of District Office,

Gilbert Islanda District,
Betio, Taratre,

25th February> 1947«

.J'V,

IP0 All 1km «- Natives,
Gilbert Islands.

Conmunal Work.

under Island Segolatlon No. 10,all Natives of the
Gilbert Islandn,unless eaceBpted for any reason mentioned in the
regulation, are liable to Ooomunal V7ork of two days a week from,
April to Septanber under the authority of the village Kaubure*

2« imiesB enempt for other reasons can be plead, it would
be necessary to procure exeu^tion for employees of iSuropeans
and Non - Natives other thtfi Uissionariee.

3. Biis can be arranged either by payment of 30/-^ to be
paid to the Native QovetrncMmt as Cosmutation fee for the Native
specified,or by making a labour agreement for a period over
one BKinth, esrasption from OomiBnal Work to be oonciErremt with the
pmriod of agreement*

Ibms of the Memorandom of Agreement ean be procured
"by application to the District Office and should be signed before
a Deputy CoDskLssioner fbr a fee of 2/6*

•t. y i-\
District officar,

Gllbart Islands Distriot*
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^ * 27th FeT>raa3?y, 1947«

Dear Mr. O'Dwyer,

I wonder if yon conId kindly o'btain say 300
copies of the attached parnphlet from the U.S. Military
Anthorities in Hawaii and forward them to oe in due
course? v^hen I was in Konolnlu a couple of ;y ears ago
I heard, from a member of the Fifth Amphibious Force,
that thei'C were several hundred spare copies lying in
their store and no longer required. They arc useful
to us for issue to Cadets and others requiring a brief
elementary picture of conditions here.

We should, of course, expect to pay for the
pamphlets and all charges in this connexion should be
debited to the Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony.

If you have no luck, I should be grateful if
you would return the copy of the pamphlet now sentj as
it is our only copy and consequently rather precious.

My wife and I hope to go on leave to England
in April: the first time for eleven years, so there
will be few who remember us.

I hope you enjoyed Sinclaii% recent visit from
Christmas. We are sending him a special ship in a few
weeks and thereafter tiiree times a year: furthermore, I*m
putting a British wireless station on the island which
should start to function in April - so he'll feel neglected
no longer. It certainly seems time that we stood on
our own feet in those parts.

I am taking Major away from Panning by the
forthcoming trip of the "Muliama" from here and, all being
well, subetituting a recently joined cadet by the name
of Hicholson, who should go direct from Aostfalia on the
"Walheiio". I hope Daweon and yourself will take to
Micholson; all I know about him is that ho is 2h# single,
a B.Sc. and formerly Staff Radar Officer to the British
Naval Ckwmander in Chief, Germany.

j,0. O'Dwyer, Esquire,
H.B.H's. Consul,

Senolulu; 7.H.
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The Colony service Is steadily filling up and
wo now have over 60 Europeans; of whom ahout 20 are
University Graduates from England in fg«» one "branch or
other of the administration. It all loeans the more
worn for me until I don*t Imow whether I*m coming or
goings However the wartime stete of chaos is
gradually clearing up.

Many thanks for your efforts regarding the
purchase of the Botio "base: we still await the visit
of the P.L.C. officer from Guam "but now hear that he's
got to liquidate China firstI

Please remember me to Harry Pawson, but
possibly he lias already gone home,

Yours sincerely,

{Sign^ H, E, MAUDE
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11th Uaroht

Ddar Swmf

Cnee aeoin I owe you ap^jlocico ror not replying
pix>{nptly to yoor letter*. Thei?o were oeroral pointo in it
which I wiohea to rerer to District Adminlotration ond othorB
hut now I hnve got thinea otralcht» I should ho aolichted
if Dr» Kathcrine Luomnla talces up the Gilhert Islondo oo her
^eclel field of research. I a;:, ofraidj however, that I
shall he leavinc the Colon;; in a fortnl^^ht for long over
due leave in Bncland and oliall rM>t ho hadi age in caitil lAarch
n<iact year. I cannot5 therefore, tankc any detailed
ari'ongcinoTits for Dr. Luooala'o tour and work here and you
could need to get in touch with lir. II.0.A. Bryant, who is
taking over ten?)orarily froa tao, ohen the date of her
departure and prohahlc date of arrival hero hao hcon oettlod.
Ilr. Bryant hao not yet arrived at Tarawa frou Africa, where
he fiae spent hlo pcrcviouo career, so I am unahle to bring
the matter up to hica personally, hut I will leave a note on
the file, for his infon^tion.

I am sure that Ilr. Bryant, and the root of the
staff here, will do all that tho^ can for Dr. Luomala and
tmy other anthropologloto that oo;/' como hero with your
hissing: I am hoping, hcracvor, that it will ho found poosihlc
to poBtpono Dr. Luomala *0 visit uh.tll cjy return in Llorch as
I have a good deal of infortnation (written and oral) wlilch
I should like to put at her dlopooal and would prohahlc' he
in the "beet position to put hor on tho right track for
whatever research she wishos to ooionicnoe.

I don't think that there will he tho ollghtost
t^4setion on tho part of tho Crilhortooo to wor-ien anthropologiotsi
in iDsny ways I think that they will hove hotter opportunltloD
than wn. Tnere are, of course, certain aopocts of ooclal
aathrerpolog^r which tho guardiario of tlio more ioportant clans
In the islaodte taould he unwilling, I think, to icpart to any

iMit even that ret ains to ho seen.

pr« Keaanelh EmSrar*
P, Biehsp

OoRolulu 35«
nawaii.
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, \ ' : V/Q ehould, "bo toiri'bly pleased if ;;oa are able to
underteko reooarch vjorfc in the Ellico Oroup, JnOsinc fxom
your letter that would not bo until return, so we shall
have the pleasure of having you to otaywith us*

Rosardlng planes, I am told that they put in at
Tarawa froo KwaiJalein about twice a week. A few planes
cone here oooasi anally froa Honolulu, but i believe tliat
it i:; not the General rule. The airfield is on Betio
Island which I ooldom visit and so X hove no real idea

7 . V' when pianos oomo and Go»- It 8eer:xHl, at one tlrae^ as if
•hj •^t.l V tho Amorioono would hove abandoned thoir Betio base by

-i. .. . tho becinninc of this month, but I undorstand now that they
' A , may bo staying on for a month or two loncer.

•'. oui::Gootion that wo should do tho etlinocraphj'- of these
r' lelandss I am sure that ho cannot have the rotaoteet ides

of what io entailed in Qdcdniatcrinc a Colony such m this,
i •/ otretohod over !;,0CXj,000 square miles of ocean* It is

: Vv . true that I now have tho asoiotnnco of a European staff of
over 60, of whom 20 are University T^tit nevor-
tholeso, I have to put in ton cood hours a day seven days
o woolt at tho deal:* My work is unibrtunatoly now rather
rombved from t lie life of the Gil^bortese themsolves and I
Doldora spook to a native frcm one week to another* it
is unfortunato, but cannot be helped, since the onoriMms

^ volume of writlnG rios^ keeps mo chained to one islet on
thia atoll and ttioro appears to bo no chance of mo vlaitiiiff
ony other plaoe even fbr a daiu

One OP two of tho younger Admlnlstrativo officers
in tho service are trained anthropolooists, but they too are
rather ovanroiiced, oinoe wo arc ondonvourinG to reoi'canlso
the Colony after its five years under the Japanese and to
push the Qilbsrteso ahead towards welf-GCTornmsnt in the
minimum ^paee of time. However, X luivo hopes that with .the
Btiroulation offorded by the visit of the few profeaeionaX

' ontliropolOGlets, some of tho local staff (particulnrl;^' one
or two of the five Lands OonK.d.8oloners) msy oaBmnnoe to
do a little researc^i woxic of tlioir own enA poi<haps HKSoSSMh
their results.

I rem«iibor Dr* Capell well when he was doing the
Pi;)lan Dictionary and I have lone had a echerae by whleh he
Would come to the Cilborte to take in houd the long over
due revision of tho Qrammar and Dictio ary eonqpiled by
Hirnm Blnohom.

;V

f"

Hy wifo and I woro rather amused at Dr. Duck's

""'vH'
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I aa OGndlnG Q GUTDortoae Gpcor-iai? tov -
Dv* KuonfiOia: oloo a i?eeently poblleliod colloction of • •
Gilbertese inyths and lecendo which ohe ndcli" nse as a
reading "book and o wo*=k on Gilhoroooe cocgsoDitlon#
You. I OL'i sending -^nnody^o Granoir and Vocabulary of the
Elllce Islands dialect and a cc^y of tho ilatlvo Govominonbs
Ordinance ivliich was pobliehed th.io taonth; unfortunately
wo liavo very little written In hllico* I have aloo
suhscrlbod to tho CUbort Island^news taagasino "Tero"
which we have recently connioncQd on bolialf of Dr. Etaomala
and to the EHioo iolands countor-part "Tala-o-Tuvolu" for
yoursGlf, and I hope you reoeivo it direct from t±iO Public
Relations OfficertJiroueJiout 19k7* 1 cannot ooy how It
will proorcsQ during'abocnco but at any rate I will
have it rovivod as soon as I get bacAc again ao theso
magazines ore u£ tho groatost ^luo to the natives*

ThniihB also for your letter of the lot February
regarding Gllborteac plant naiaco. I should say that
these nones taay have local dialofitt variations, slnco there
arc five dialects in tho Oiibopt Group* Ho doubt
])r* Luomala will bo able to collect then whon she coiaos
down hero# You ash in tliio letter about Dr* lAiomala o
tronsp-^r'tation. Wo have no regular ocrvlCG from anywhere
and I can only ouggoot that you telegraph whon you Iiriow
when slio would bo ready and whoever le in ohargo hero
can lot you loiow tlio best oeans of gotting hero: It
would probobly bo Via Fi^i but I am afraid she night have
to wait ocvoral woc^ in Suva and that it \7ould toke at
least two woohs to got to Tarawa from that port and then
another ten days or two weeks before she could get on to
any of oar more isolated and untouched islands*

I am afraid that we are the true "back of beyond"
and that anyone who comes here must give up all idea
of time. As I believe I said to you before I cannot
enviaago any nnthropologiot really getting down to things
in this "^lony under a year.

I will write to you tm eeon as i get on leavs
and let you know By address.

v/ith bent wishes.

Yours sinoorely,

[Signed) H. E. MAUDE
V' ''. '
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iVo. Office of the Resident Commissioner,

Gilbert and Ellice Islands

Colony.

Tarawa,
17th Mati, iSkl*

Te Tia Koro'boki,
Abaokoro, Tarawa#

Ko no mauri.

Alo te mane ae maitina £h» 10# 0. "ba "bon tikula manl
Makorln Aon-te-Aba ana tia icokurl kainabau aika tenlman, baj-

(a) Hei Teaira;

(b) Hei Etita; ao

(c) Nei Tanglra#

2# N na bati ni kukiirei ngkana ko kona nl kanakomaia nakolu
ni kakaokorol beba ni kakoana bn. e a tia n5. knbakalci te iDon©
ibukia ataeinaine n tatabemania n te arc are a kona n angan t©
Kaubur© ba aia kakoana ba a tifcu mani Makurin Aon-te-Aba n te
ririki aei.

Ti ngaia ann©,

{Signid) H. E. MAUDE

Te Uniman©#
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' • 17th March, 1947. - ^

cLi^

I received your welconie letter of the 15th
Decenber yesterday, and it hroucht hock aemories of the
hitter cold of Chieaco and your kindness in helpinc oe to
ohtain sufficient uara clothin^: to sui'vive a month in
Encland and a further month in .=ashincton before roturning
to the halmy islands of the South Seas.

I wisii I could help you nn. e in your quest for
sotne position in this part of the world. Unfortunately,
shortly after my return to Suva I was appointed Resident
Conmissioner of the Gilbert and EHice Islands C'olony and
might as well be in another world as far as the rest of the
Pacific is concerned. V/e are truly buried in the remote
fastnesses of the South Seas and yours was the first mail
to reach us since December last. Consequently, I no
longer have the slightest idea of ^what is going in the Liore
civiliaed regions.

There are only three Consulates in the South Seas;
at Honolulu. Nooinea and Tahiti. I do not thinly; that you
would like the Honolulu berth nor is it likely to be vacant,
as it is quite a sought after appointment. The present
Consul, O'Dwyer, is from San Francisco and I^ould imagine
is likely to stay there for some years. Noumea is always
given to a local man and only runs uo an ofice allowance.
Tahiti, on the other hand, I think you would like very much:
there is not a great deal of work to do and it is extremely
suitable for a man about to retire. The post is not, as
a general rule, very much sought afterj owing to the amount
of scandal and gossip and sordid French politics that
characterise Papeete. Nevertheless, if you can ignore all
that sordid side, it Is a beautiful country with a beautiful
climate.

, Why not apply for the Tahiti job? I feel that
> ; • you r/Ailit got it, as it has been vacant on several occasions
, ' recently; judging from the time taken to fill the appointment

the Foreign Olflce must have been experiencing some difficulty.
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The only position similar to a Trades Commissioner
out here is on the staff of the High Commissioner's
Department in ellington# I do not :now how they are situat
ed now out a couple of years ago they nere short staffed
and I should imagine that if you wrote to the High
Commissioner in ellington you would probably get an offer
of a position, in view of your experience in trade matters.

The only other posts which I know are going
beg;:,ing just at present, are on the staff of the South
Pacific Regional Comridssion wfaich is about to be formed.
Its headquarters are to be at Sydney for the first six
months and then somewhere in the ^outh Seas, probably in
Suva. If you could get in touch with the people concerned
you r;iight have a sporting chance of getting on the
secretariat of the Coramission.

I think you would like the position of Agent and
Consul, Tonga, but I see that it is invariably filled by
a Colonial Service officer, since the duties are mostly
advisory and to a very limited extent consular.

We have just siiipped our first large load of
copra since the war and trade generally is liiking iiqp in
this part of the world; not that it was ever very important
here.

I am sorry not to be of more assistance to you
but If there is any way in which I can help please write
to me again. I am just about to to on long leave to
England so a letter C/o. Colonial Office will be sure to
reach me sooner or later.

!>

•i



I

RADIO FORM 1 GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY

/3 I
fi RADIO TELEGRAPHS.

No .il.il; Office

Words Date...^l.S Time

Service Instructions

To SECGOV TAEAV.A

t I '-A,'/V/):

. • ) MAR 1947

Date"""•Stamp-'

Sent to

Time

Received from VQK

Time 191023

Operator EOLIASI

65 GEATEFUL YOU COULD ARRAFGE

TO SELECT . AED HAVE KAUSEFYaL'T

uAITIKG FOE BRYAFT . 01: ARRIVAL

DISTRICT

s

'

190/X33 746—250 pds. of 200



RADIO FORM 1 GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY

No Office..

Words Date 2Q..,«L3jt.k7..«.. Time..,

Service Instructions

RADIO TELEGRAPHS.

To . ,..BRYAKT..,......0CEAU...-I.SL.ul5D..

. •:w ••

Date Stamp

Sent to

Time

Received frorii

Time

Operator

arrT^fPr 'TTT5TTTPr EE HAVE

....imrn

YOIT

.....q;(it.

(;o

at? RTSTTTfR' r.Y TmAnT.TITn.

ST.'.ATGW? TTJ STOP

IT IS EITT.LV PTTETTTSTrPH') ATTD

SUGGEST YOU SH'.TTLU ns-R HTTP

SKRVA1TT8 PGR BRTWI

'fnAUJJK..

%

-

- - -—

-

•— - - — '— —•<— -

189/X33/46—250 pda. of 200



GOVERNMENT HOUSE,

FIJI.

i\>r— X

,y 6^2/*^ e«vAjafi^^
_>s>j-/s-o .-AA^-Ci C^? VJ . H' C,

«-£_ /.g /
t cv/v-,^ . C7 ^

r «

Na.'n C ^

. T '̂ tAjUUj

^ «^.>^ X^ O-Wy

\^ CX-A^

tC Cp.^^,.^,^l ^ 2r Ajii-^ctAjLc,^
jKt£<^^ U^oy- —AxiT^^A-va ^

K- d s f-i. V • -Ka/^ M"oo.
(;<u.^ .T w-u 6



to -«^y

CX-A.,<xy —^-''-''-vft^ —1-Us^

tvCA"^ v-w . •—t^)-c.£^ ' ,
cyv^b^ '

I <ws >t-c-i^vje_-. ^ -^k<)

£yO i»—Q.X\j \r yL.L'sA-tV'-^o-^^ ^
X U M 6/. •
^tT^ rj—-c> ^

v^ cOvy
VA w.vA,^.<o-»-<^ U4 t-v^ 2"

k&tX.

"i^XsL

C-OnX/^

VjIs*^

^ -ue.<^L-4_c_^ Uy^{A^—

^-uK- >-o^



GOVERNMENT HOUSE,

FIJI.

c.. tfc Ir C^J- tii.
•>k

'J' ^.v^>£v4 CS"

^CA/ue c^o-^^-i'Ctii^

J" ' 0^ C\.x>^ <'( —-cu-^

Ipi^ '-^,-(>w^ tA.A(^--UANJi. . t«-^-^
/v <naxJ2

CA-AA/^

_xIA4a/^^



lf>->K^ D'Cciy-^ f^

ir

(^ C-V^" P't^C<_«-0 t>^

<ly d •^- V



<5^ Cjl ' __
. V /h.oJ>i Avr

- 5 MAR 1947

c<4,^ ^ '
<2^ y^iy4->^

ih<\^CLccMJ' ^
n r /? fi

CiyyyyA^ Ciy^i£,^iyrsy**y&yty*'<^Q^ ^-AAyry - h'y^cCr

^ >'

L - -- • iigipyip^CT. :^. J

I -j[®3/^li^^ ^• *^^kiwft ... . . ..II _ > "^ - ii ifti fcTMuir



t./ ^ •̂•
V-i'V '.. ' ••/••?*

f 4i^' •.. i. - • Ky- •>
'•• •- " .'•^•'••' /•' V '̂. -

fl • '4.* • •;"
-A'WI '

^...

li,..'
I*^.- i ' > <

• •/' ' ^ W)' ' J"jI. 4 ^ ^ j . • flf^t 4 4

.A . '•'

••• '*.
.J I'.v.*
... ...... ... •

em f

• . . t." i'-

,:.:7

lai-f- .-. "»' •.. "-r- .

• ••'?;• • • •

:»i.'.

T •

I. - •-•" ,. v

•jV

'tk

!•* .di^^.

f
t .

.'J*.

* "ill''•~

I \/.'1 *•4

.x;'. " •
.il »; • '•'̂ Z I ' .

. T.fvnflnn M^rr-?

m

'4 •'•<

!'
. •„ , .. v',*

X

• :%/. ' ;. v..

•<k A I '. * if' j*

.' r' • L •• • '-**'

.i #•

Dear Mr, Maude,

London Missionary Society,
Rongoroggo, Bern*.

22nd March, 19^4-7•

j .f
••k •, u

As you are shortly going on long leave, and
as I expect to "be leaving the Gilberts in June, may
I take this opportunity of a mail going north to send
you our best wishes for your well-deserved leave, and
at the same time kindly co-operation we have received
from you in the past, V/e hope Jrou will both
come back much refreshed and ready for another term
of service, and that in that term you may be able
to effect mucSi in the way of pro oting the true well-
being of the Gilbertese people, in whom you both
take so warn an interest.

• • "'.i*;,.'!? •• <7 y'*»4 :

' t'., ' •'•

As I have already told you elsewhere, wo
ourselves are hoping to stay in Fiji for some nine
months or so before going home to England, unless somethiMg
occurs to change our present plans. So we may just
possibly see you again in Fiji before we leave.

Owing to the policy of our Mission being in many
respects different from that of Government in regard to
staff, I am unable t o tell you with any definiteness who
will become Chairman of the Mission after I leave, but I
have little doubt that Ref* J.V.Spivey, as he will then
become senior member (male) of the stadbu, is likely to
be^ected. The position is an elective one, the
Chairman fbr the ensuing year being elected each year
by the members of the Mission District Comnittee.
Personally, i do not consider it an ideal arrangement, but
it is the plan provided for in the Society's regulations,
I have been'fortunate enough to have the cordial support
of my colleagues, and have been re-elected many years
in succession, which is quite as much a tribute to their
good will as to my qualities which I may have had to fit
me for the post•

It is expected that Rev, J.H. Spivey will come
from Morikao to Rongorongo at the end of the mission
visitation about to commencb, and that he will be
appointed Principal of the ^^ongorongo Institution, but
that sppoi tment is madd from London; and owing to the
extraordinary bad fortune we have had with mails, we have
not yet received replies to resolutions and correspondence
sent home to England as long ago as last July. Meanwhile
fifter I leave in June it might be well to continue to address
official letters impersonally to the Chairman, as has
frequently been done in the past.

Believe me.
Yours verey sincerely.

Q-.H. Eastman.

H.B. Maude, Esq,, M.B.E. , M.A.,
Resident Commissioner,

Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony,
Tarawa,

: %-v
:Mr

i.
•
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Thanl£ you oo maoh for fladnc up the 300
ooples of "notes on the Gllhs^ lolan '̂ Ln?!r®ff
18 al>«oliitoiy no harry about
1 cimll not be boon until next .-arcn- x Bhooia
be alBO Very grateful for the 30 copies ofSo^8 "So^tnon Lore" t^hlch ttie Diohop Muoo^
hove klnai? offoroa: the? elU to
hmdlnG to nea orrivolo to tho
over ^ Eorppsans on the Colony ota^ now om
eooo of then are pretty croon uhen thoy arrive.

1 uztioistimdl that tiie charts caMitianed
by you IiavD arrived.
I will tmco oction to eoo that tno
10 treated a© "Kostriotod" until taken off the
U.S. Socorlty Hot.

I em loot in ths throes of hondlnc o^r
to Mr. Bwant too allX aot aurlns^ a-boonoo.
Otlnsi ore eonswimtitlj rsthor hectio.

Ith beet «letM)0»

tm» oinoerely.

SmC* e*»«y»r, Esqoire#
Oowwl,

Brltioh Conaulote^
Bonoluluy HMfoil.

; <



RADIO FORM 1 GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY

RADIO TELEGRAPHS.

No Office

Words Date

Service Instructions

Time..

: :

Date Stamp

Sent to

Time

Received from

Time

Operator

^
i

YOUR lETTER RECEIVED TODAY EAHY

TEAMS BOOKXRO US ADSTRAKtA STAR

HONOR AHD ^ 'ALARIC LEAVE TRIENZA

SELF MTER BY. AIR
jT

XAtzias

1 -

-

«

-

*

-
•

1

•

« »

- - •

V

189/X33/46—250 pds. of 200



RADIO roRM 1 GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY

RADIO TELEGRAPHS.

No.___290. Office.. SUVA

Words .9. Date Time.l2.42_

Service Instructions

'To IIAUDE TARAUA.

Date Stamjp 29/3/47

Sent to

Time

Received from
VPD

Time 291416

Operator 1*1 Q*0

ALL STAI"IPS SAFELY RECEIVED FEBRUARY

28th

GOOCH.

-

—

—

—

-

-

• - - — - —
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RADIO FORM 1 GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY

RADIO TELEGRAPHS.

No Office

Words Date Time-

Service Instructions

To GLT....GOD.CEj....BDRlIS.QIJ[Tn,....anyA-

'i;' ;•

Date Stamp

Sent to

Time

Received from

T-ime

Operator

*

Ali STAMPS DESPATCHED mou HERE

PLEASE TELEGRAPH QHATiTITY SHORT DEfUVEHED

*

HADDS

1
\

•

w

•

1 . ; _
-

1
w -

1S9/X33/4&—250 pds. of 200



CODE ADDRESS: •bURNSOUTH*

BRANCHES:

FIJI

SUVA

LEVUKA

LAUTOKA

LABASA

BA

SIGATOKA

ROTUMA I4>

TONGA

NUKUALOFA

HAAPAI

VAVAU

GILBERT I*^*

TARAWA

SAMOA

APIA

PAGO PAGO

NEW HEBRIDES

VILA

SOLOMON F?*

FAISI

CIZO
makambo

KtnpFOLK IS?

NlUE F-?
futUNA Ij?

WALLIS

SYDNEY AGENTS:
BURNS. PHILP & CO. UTD,

7 BRIDGE STREET

LONDON AGENTS:

BURNS. PHILP & CO. LTD.
35 CRUTCHEO friars. E.C.3

SAN FRANCISCO AGENTS:
BURNS-PHILP CO. OFSAN FRANCISCO

MATSON building
215 MARKET STREET

AGENCIES THROUGHOUT:THE WORLD

CAPITAL £,2.000,000

REGISTERED OFFICE, SUVA, FIJI

SUUA

H.E.Maude, Esq.,
Tarawa,
GILBERT & ELLICE IS.

11th January , 19A7.

Dear Sir,

About two months ago, before Mr. Trotter
left for New Zealand on sick leave, he told me to
expect to receive from you ^00 First Day Covers
of the Gilbert & Ellice Is. Colony Peace Stamps,
the envelopes for which were apparently fully
addressed and sent to you. I ''as also to expect
Covers from other sources.

A quantity arrived recently by the "Awahou"
mail„ but there was no indication from whom they
were despatched and the quantity received did not
tally with the quantity stated in Mr. Trotter's
notes to me.

It will be two or three months yet before
Mr. Trotter returns to duty, by which time it
will be rather late to check up if his notes to
me are correct and more particularly as he has
given me instructions as to the disposal of these
Covers.

It would be appreciated very much if you
would be so Mnd as to let me know by return
mall whether or not you were arranging the
despatch of 500 First Day Covers for Mr.Tro"Lter
and whether or not they have been posted.^S,Ac.-..^

With thanfts in anticipation,

Yours fadrtSfully.

(F.C.GOOCH)
ACCOUNTANT.



RADIO FORM 1 GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY

RADIO TELEGRAPHS.

No 1 Office -

Words Date iS.it.h.irUZm Time..

Service Instructions .'.

GLT MAUDE,

BE/vCIT HOUSE LOLPOSD AUCJKLADD HZ

Date Stamp

Sent to

Time

Received from

Time

Operator

TELEGBAX FOR YOU BURNS ....mu?.

ALL WELL PLAHE ..m ...rm

DUE DBTIL END ..mmi ....AIARI.GS

-

GA.-3i3KA RECEIVED
•

/ '
mmY

. '

1

-

-

1,

\

189/X33/46—250 pds. of 200 /
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21 Bt April, 19il7*

Dear Mr» Sastraan,

I see that the "Kiakia" is ahoat to lecve for the
:f.outh©m Gilberts, hich affordB me an opi ortuaitj- of thanlcing

A » MM ^ M ^ ^ MC 1r* M. M ^ «n ar'^ M. a% W> ^ ^ Ayou #fiw»a0»i)aRa for the good wishes exjiresaed in your letter o£
the 22nd ;;flrch and to say that I sincerely hope that you will
still he in Suva when n)y wife end I return from leav e;
prohably ahout March next yeai'»

I find it difficult to "believe that you are really
leaving the Qilborts after all these yeaw: you were both
"old—ti ers'' here when we first arrived in 1929 and it
Liust be a stiff wrench, in a way, severiiie such long
connections*

i need Iiardly sq„ thiOt both you and your good wife
will be aadl:^ Biioeed by us all* When we first landed at
Beru in ;.ay, 1^30 we had bean sole ;nly vmrnod at Ocean Island
that the taaintenance of aiaicable relations with til© Mission was
an iiiapossibility; and yet our iclutlons o er the intervening
17 years both persojwil a..d official, iiave been pleasant and
htfri:^Jiio»is in the extretiiO- 1 cannot myself r collect a single
oc^baalon on whia. wo have had a serious difference of opinion;
certainly , if we had, it stayed on an o.h.icial piano and
never extended, as is so often the cose, to our private lives.
Incidentally, I laay add that Sadd and yourselves were
responsible for converting from a theoretical opponent of
Mission work to one who would gladly testify on their behalf
at any public msetlng*

It gives me a very real pleasure whsn I tlilnk how
much ltif.vsion-<ioven>ment relations have iK^provod of recent years
culuiinatlng in your receiving what was really the official
"thank-you from the Governtnant for your lifetime work and
an ac knowledgement of the r^^erd in which you have come to be
held in official circles* I had hopod to be able to invest
you with youi' Insi. nin myself (it would have been a real
era function) but, alas, the decoration has not yet arrived

so the privilege will ^>e anothers; and now I can only thank you
and your wife personally for all the kindness and help which
you ^ve to us when llonor snd I were a pair of Inexpaf ienced

lev, G*H. Eastman, O.B,E*,
Hongorongo,

Island of Bm^u,
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youngsters at Jeru. "We were often in sickness and
usually in perplexity; and 1 can remeLiber well how we
"both used to coi^ie across to Kongoroiigo in the touching
faith that whatever was our trouble Mrs, Eastman
yourself would know v;hat should be done. Such was
our fortunate apprenticeship to this strange and
specialised life, aiid ive shall always feel indebted
to you for it.

Suva,
VJith best wishes for a pleasant sojum in

Yours sincerely.

iSigned) E, E, J^AUDE

• AA-'

• V v' • •



NOTE TAICEa^ BY RESIDEInIT COMIvilSSI ONER ON LEAVE,
TO GUIDE HIM IN SELECTING TREASURY OPEICERS.

The following officers are required for the
Treasury Department.

(1) Assistant Treasurer and Collector of Customs.
Present salary £500 x 20 - 600 x 25 - 700,
plus Cost of Living Allowance of £30 +
AQffo up to £600 p.a. and after that £90.
Proposed revised salary £hOO x 25 - 600
X 30 to 720, plus Expatriation Allowance
of £200 on £hOO, £250 from £^25 - £600
and £300 thereafter.

Stapledon's minute on this appointment, as
agreed to "by Sir Alexander Grantham on the 12th March,
is as follows

"I agree with the Resident Oommissioner (see
his paragraph 7) that he stands a Letter chance of
getting a good man through the Crown Agents in the
United Kingdom than through Burns, Philp, in Auckland,
I think also that the Resident Commissioner may have
it in mind that he might he ahle to persuade the
Colonial Office to transfer a serving officer to
this post."

(2) Grade I Clerk and Customs Officer (if Mr. English
is transferred).
Present salary £h20 x 20 ~ 500, with Cost of
Living Allowance £30 + iO^o.
Proposed revised salary £300 x 25 - kOO with
Expatriation Allowance of £200.

V/ith regard to the transfer of Mr. English
Mr. Stapledon's minute reads as follows

"I agree that Mr, Maude should "by personal
enquiry at the Colonial Office try and see if he
can get Mr. English transferred to some post, such
as a Lihrarianship under the -^ritish Council,
provided that he makes it quite clear that we do
not recommend his transfer as a Treasury Officer."

(3) Grade II Clerk and Customs Officer (unless my
proposal that a native appointment should he
made is accepted).
Present salary £270 x 20 - hOO, with Cost of
Living Allovjance of £30 + IQ^a.
Proposed revised salary £180 x 20 to 300,
with Expatriation Allowance of £180 on £180
and thereafter £200.
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(i].) Government Storekeeper.
Present salary £300 x 20 - i+50, with
Cost of Living Allowance £30 + 10;o.
••Proposed revised salary £300 x 25 - ij.00
with Expatriation Allowance as ahove.

Mr. Stapledon has minuted as follows:-

"It is disappointing that the Resident
Commissioner does not feel ahle to recommend a
native for this post. PresumaLly there is none
yet sufficiently well educated. On that under
standing I agree that i'^r. Maude should try and
find a replacement for Mr. Hullah in New Zealand."

(5) Savings Bank Officer.
Present salary £h.20 x 20 - 500, with
Cost of Living Allowance as aLove.
Proposed revised salary as for Grade I
Clerk and Customs Officer.

Mr. Stapledon has minuted as follows

"I agree that the Resident Commissioner should
try and earmark an experienced Savings Bank Officer
in New Zealand to go up if and when the Secretary
of State approves the Estimates, "but I consider
that a good native should "be selected for training
under him with a view to his taking on the
responsihility alone whenever wastage occurs in
the European strength of the Treasury."

(6) Clerk- ©nd Oustofa® Officer (Tempy).
Salary and Cost of Living -Allowance as
for Grade II Clerk and Customs Officer.
No revised salary provided for.

Mr, Stapledon has minuted as follows

"This is a tanporary appointment required
until the Treasury has "been "brought up to
strength with the appointment of the Assistant
Treasurer. I agree that the Resident Commissioner
should endeavour to fill Mr. Ramsay's vacancy and
this temporary appointment by selecting candidates
either here or in New Zealand. There is one
prospective candidate here."

2. Mr. Stapledon has minuted that "in his
paragraph 6 the Resident Gomraissioner has advanced
reasons for obtaining all fresh staff required from the
United Kingdom rather than the Dominions. I feel
myself that, because of heavy expense of passages to
and from the United Kingdom, he should at least try
the Dominions first."

25.it.U7.
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Ref« para# 8 of (\G) , sugccsted lines of further
represeniiations v;ould "be as follows

(1) v/e cannot at the mocient colonize Panning,
V/ashington or Christraas, or indeed any
other island: eettlenent of Flint and
Caroline would, therefore, serve as an
earnest of our intention to in^lenert
oft-repeated colonization prom ses hy
come concrete action. It would thus
have a considerable moral and propaganda
value.

(2) Flint and Caroline Islands ai»G ideal
"nursery" islands on which the newly-
appointed L.G. can cut their teeth.
Ihey will inevitably make luistakes at
first but far better malie them on a
small scale than large. tlistakes
made later when colonizing large islands
such as Cliristmas may cost tliousanda of
pounds and there is no school of
colonization so valuable as actual
experience.

(3) Delay in the colonization of these islands
means delay not only in dealing with
ivar da -age coqpcnsation in the Siiice
Group but also the finalization of the
Lands Com.iisoion t:iere - so near to

conpletion - for it is a wosto of time
adjudicating on lands dilutes which in
any case will settle tZieocelves by
one or both of the parties becoming
colonists.

(k) A© stated in para« 2 of , Ellice Islanders
hsvD already been advised of iciiinence of
colonisation of Flint and Caroline. Th^
will regard it as a distinct breach of
faith if wo now bac^: out and hand them over
to X^rondi interests.

(5) It seenjs 0000 unfortunate, from every point
of vie®, that, if islands (for some obscure
reason) have got to bo exploited by commercial
interests (rather than by the Government on
behalf of fjturc settlers), the cociuepclal
interests cannot be local residents rather
than a Frenchman using F: onch 1 abour. Why
should our people not have tJie very large
profits from t is un .ertoklngSf I could
organize a non-Government co-operative
Group to deal with the wtole business in a
few weeks



2.

(6) Under the present proposal, it should "be
OTphaslaeJ that the copra produced on
a British island is "beinc lost to the
United Kinedora, wliicli urgently needs
it, and Imnded over to foreicners.
This is so unnecessary, when we can
handle it all#

(7) The difficulty in cormunicatins with the
Southern Line Islands, ovcr-enphasised in
recent corre^ondence, will practically
vanish witli the arrangement for
qucrterlt^ supply ship to Christnes coupled
with an 83 footer for the Line islands
District.

2g.h.lt7,
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29th April, 191+7.

Yoar letter of the 12th January has just arrived
and I hasten to reply to it. I ai extremely sorry that
you should he worried ahout your personal effects as i
feel certain that they will have all €u?rived hy now. I
have had renewed enquiries at Betio and Bairiki and I am
informed tost all the articles enumerated hy you were
forwarded to Burns, Philp and Oq,, Ltd., Suva, hy the
"Tamatea", which left Tarawa for Suva on the 25th January.

I*':: ' Shortly after this your fish service and certain
' oddments of silver, which had been left hy you for use in

the Mess, were duly collected and forwarded on through
Burns, philp hy despatch which loft here on or about the
17th Pehroary.

Finally in response to a telegram from you your
revolver was recovered from Mr. Yam and sent to you hy
registered mall which left here by the "Haimhank" on the
20th March: the "Hairnhank" was proceeding direct, or
almost direct, to Englaid.

I do sincerely hope, therefore, that you will
have hy now received everything raissing, hut if there is
still something to cone, please let me know and it will he
recovered, even though I have to search everybodyhouse
on the station.

I hope to"leave here for Suva in a few days time
on a hosinesG trip to Suva, Sydney and \ellington, after
which we are due to sail for England on long leave: I
think we sail from New Zealand ahout the 11th JUne. As
I have only had one long leave in the whole of my service,
and that 11 years ago, we are looking forward to it.

I gather that in Palestine you get your leave every
year so possibly I may come across you during the course of
the next few months.

tie are in the throes of revision of salaries and
ooitdltions of service and I have just finished a long report
on this subject. It will entail us coming under the
Eixpatriation Allowance system, believe, was first
introduced in Palestine. (SwneifSiined) //. E, MAUDE
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GILBERT Aim ELLICE ISLAHDS COLOHY.

MSiOliANlXIM.

30th April, 19J^7«

Froa: Resident Coraniesioner, Tarawa.

To : Chief Lands Coiiinlssioner» Tarawa.

Land Records.

This aoming, while searching for some
of nor personal effects in order to pack them, I
came across a "box full of files, among which I
discovered:-

(a) the papers containing ray report on the
colonization of Christmas, Panning and
v/ashingto.i Islands, together with other
miscellaneous papers dealing with the
settlement of the Line Group: this
report was asked for by one of your
officers the other day and, as there
was no record on file in this office^
we were about to send a Savingram to
the High Commissioner asking that it
be copied out from their files and
forwarded here; and

(b) the missing draft of my provisional and
preliminary Lands Code for Bern Island,
which will, I think, bo found to be
the most eibiaustive Lands Code, except
possibly for Ocean Island, in existence.
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2. It will be noticed that, as in the
case of moat preliminary codes, this one
includes both custofos still in use and those
which have been obsolete for some time. The
customs, furthermore, have not been tested for
authenticity and I know that Land Custom No. h5f
entitled "Te Bobai" was regarded by 13ie
Gomnisoion as highly suspect and a modern
innovation.

3* I should be grateful if both these
files could be returned to me on my return
from leave, as they are my own personal records
and not Government copies.

{Signed) U, E, MAUDE

r * •"jV' • ' ' • ' ' •r
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30th April, 1947.

Dear Mr. IJicoll,

Thatifc you very much for your letter:
I certainly appreciate your kind remarks ahout
my appointment and wouia have replied long before
this had there been a nail. Alas, we seem to
get more isolated as time goes on and I believe
we*ve only hod two inward and one outward mail
in five months.

T must admit that I was relie^i^ed to

hear that I had at last got a substantive post
After nine years of acting all i^ound the Pacific
I had begun to feel that I was destined never
to hold a permanent position,

V/e have a very good crowd of officers
in the Colony at present and all se«n to woik
together with considerable enthusiasm. Of
course it*s difficult not to be enthusiastic
about these people and even the most hard-boiled
soften in their attitude after a few months
contact with Gilbertese or Ellice islanders.

I hear that I am to leave here on the

5th May for Suva and again on the 7th for Ranlbi,
It would appear, therefore, that I shall only
have a few hours in the capital and am therefore
writing to thahk you for your kind congratulation
in case vou are busy or away and it may not be
convenient for you to see me.

Yours sincerely,

(8ig»ed) H, E. MAUDE

mmm

8
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J'c December, 19^6.

My dear Maude,

I was delighted to hear when I returned the other
day that you had got the appointment of Resident Commissioner,
Gilbert & Ellice. I saw Fox-Strangways in London and under
stood that you were still acting at the time because a job
had not been found for him, and I hoped that it would not be
long before the matter v/as fixed up. My most sincere congrat
ulations to you. The Gilbert & Ellice are fortunate.

I travelled out with Hard, Bryant, Laxton, Townsend
and Mrs. Pucinelli. I was very favourably impressed with
the three new officers who struck me as being of good calibre.
The Bryants, a pleasant couple, said they were delighted
to get the transfer from Nigeria and all of them were deter
mined to like the Gilbert & Ellice. Laxton is the more
serious type and, of course, is much older than most cadets.
He v/ill certainly work hard and he is very keen on his land
job.

My regards to your wife.

Yours sincerely.

'i
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Yestern Pacific lilgh

Suva, Fiji'

8th Juljr, 19^6*

Dear Major Holland,

la ray letter to you written
I forftot to mention one other point. His . gifo«q
rather keen on appointing a Y.M.C.A. or otiio'^ .
Officer to work with the Btmahans rnd tiy to f wn-Pi-inrr
to lielp themselves. V."o had several of this ^
in Fiji during the war and people were rathof P
with the good they did.

Despite their hardships undef
regime, w© have reason to helieve that the 3^
retain a sneaking affection for th©-i; and nntivr=.R
only: the fact tliat they mixed frdcly with nnrini
and, although harsh, did not Indulge in the f^ ,
(I can*t very well call it 'colour') distinc^^
do.

what is v/aiited therefore is n
type of Y.M.r.A. or dalvation Ar iy man who
them all the time and oct as a go-hetween wi*'" ,, . ,
Admlnlatrative Officer up on the hill.' He ^ ®
highly Xiaid, as that alone would aliahate th® jnat
aiid need not "be a man of any groat education-
Christian fiympathy and understanding, ahcenco
feelinjB, and a hard-headed, practical notur®*

lot me know.
If you can find such a parag® '̂ please

Major F.O.L. Holland, G.M. ,O.B,Y.,
14» Alveratone Fiats,

Parliament Street,
Auckland, H.Z.

Yours sincerely#

(ogdO'ji.F. Pauds
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Minute "by the Financial Secretary, '7.P.H.C. -
I6th May, 19^7.

Mr. ISeude, -. t
Chief Secretary.

,r

- My minute of the 12th'March to" H.F. and his in
reply v/ere discussed at Tarawa with I'r. Maude and Mr.Bryant.

, 2. As regards th-e post of Treasurer, it is becoming
apparent that Mr. Fuller has not as much drive as is
desirable in the 'Fiead .'f this Pcpartment, i.e., he does not
chas-e his own officers hard enough, and I doubt vFnether he
is as fin as he should be with other Heads of Departments.
On the other hand he knows his job, and I think he has on
occasions been able to help the F. .Or . with useful advice,
^,.g. , as regards the proposed Savings EarA:. (l understand
from Fiji P.M.O-. that Mr. Fuller is something of en expert
on Savings Eanks). The conclusion provisionally reached
between the R.Or. and myself was 'hat there is no
po,ssibility of getting locally anyone better than Mr.Fuller.
Accordingly we propose to wait and see what success the
E.Cr. has in recruiting a man through the Colonial Office
and/or the Crown Agents in the U.F. If the Colonial
Office agree to transfer an officer from another Colony it
may be tJiat he will be a man more able and experiexiced than
Mr. Fuller. In that case the new man would take the post
of Treasurer. Otherv/ise the new man Vifill take the post of
Assistant Treasurer and Mr. Fuller will be promoted.

3. As rngards all the other appointments to be made,
Mr. Maude will now have plenty oi time to see v/hat can be
done in New Zealand.

k' As regards Mr. Bnglish, it was decided that no
further action should be taken except to try and get him
traxisferred. I have dealt with this on his C.P.F.

(Intd. ) H.S.-, F.S.
16.5.ij7.

Minute "by Mr. H.F. Maude - 25th May, 19U7-

Chief Secretary,

the

Please see F.S's. minute above. This seta out
position to date as regards Treasury Dept. personnel.

Necessary action will be taken by me in N.Z. and the U.K.
to find candidates for the various Treasury posts, in
accordance with H.N's. instructions in his mixxute of the
12th March end I v.ill report, with my recommendations, as
soon as I have obtained aixy results. No engagement will
be made without seeking fl.N's. a:>proval (or that of ihe
S.'of State in the case of persons resident in the U.K.)

2. In addition to the points recorded in the f.S's.
minute above it was also decided tiiat, subject to your
approval, the position of Trade II Tierk and Customs'
Officer hitherto held by Mr. F-winaay should be offered to
Tofinge, of the High Commission staff. It would be pro
posed to second Fasifika from the C.
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W.P.p.C. in plf-ce of Tofinga. Pasifika is an exceptlon-
e«llv. gbt)d Treasury clerk and, .'.vita the wider experience
v^ifh he would gain in the High Cominission office, should
make fu'll;- as competent an officer as Tofinga. Should
you;!approve, the appointment will "be offered to Tofinga "by
•Jr.'^Stapledon forthwith (it is understood that .he is ahout
t'c pr.oc-eed on leave).

• (Intd.) H.E. M.
25.5.U7.
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V Excerpts from minutes In H,C« M.P. C.F.25/32/5

Mr Maude,
C • S • ,

(91)

• t'

^k'

(88) and (89) were discussed at Tarawa with Mr Maude
and Mr Bryant.

2, As regards the post of Treasurer, it is beconiing
apparent that Mr Fuller has not as much drive as is desirable
in the Head of this Department, i.e. he does not chase his own
officers hard enough, and I doubt whether he is as firm as he
should be with other Heads of Departments. On the other hand
he knows his job, and I think that he has on occasions been
able to help the R. Or. with useful advice, e.g., as regards the
proposed Savings Bank. (lunderstand from Fiji P.M.G. that Mr
Fuller is something of an expert on Savings Bank work). The
conclusion provisionally reached between the R. Or. and myself
was that there is no possibility of getting locally anyone
better than Mr Fuller. Accordingly we propose to wait and
see what success the R. Or. has in recruiting a man through the
Colonial Office and/or the Crown Agents in the U.K. If the
colonial Office agree to transfer an officer from another Colony
it may be that he will be a roan more able and experienced than
Mr Puller. In that case the new roan would take the post of
Treasurer. Otherwise the new man will take the post of Asst.
Treas. end Mr Fuller will be promoted.

5* As reg-rds all the other appointments to be made, Mr
Maude will now have plenty of time to see what can be done in
New Zealand.

if. As regards Mr English, it was decided that no further
action should be taken Jl^;6 except to try and get him transferred.
I have dealt with this on his C.P.P.

P.S.

C • S • ^
(92)

Please see (91 ) above. This sets out the position to
date as regards Treas. Dept. personnel. Necessary action will
be taken by me in New Zealand and the U.K. to find candidates
for the various Treasury posts, in accordance with H.E*8
instructions at (89) and I will report, with my recommendations
as soon as I have obtained any results. No engagement will
be made without seeking H.E's approval (or that of the S. of
State in the case of persons resident in the U.K.),

* ^)

H.E.M.

^ 7 ,T
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For the Western P'~'clfic,
Suvc ^ Fiji.

I enclose a copy of Snell'e reply
to ray letter, which you saw, about Protheroe's
successor, and a copy of ray further letter in
reply to Snell.

It is in character that his reaction
should be so prompt and constructive as well
as destructive. I imagine that he has not
consulted his Board but that he is confident
that he can c^rry them with hiro.

I anticipate that you will now make
a serious effort to find someone suitable

through the New Zealand Government. If you
fail would you let roe know whether you know
Palmer and if so whether you think his merits
outweigh the possible disadvantages of contin
uing our obligation to Morris Hedstroms.

H.E. Maude, Esq., M.B.E.,
C/- Burns Philp,

Auckland. New Zealand.
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Morris, Heclstroro, Limited,
Suva, Fiji.

•r •

; 27th May, 1947..

• - v;-J-rttP

,j&j;P •
• ... - . ;

Mr. R. de S. Stapledon,
Western Pacific High Coroniission ,
SUVA.

., .'ii:

Dear Stapledon,
PROTHEROE'S SUCCESSOR

I refer to your personal letter of the

26th instant, P.P. if29 ♦

•I,It

The difficulty in this matter is to get a
fellow with the necessary training and I am afraid
the New Zealand government could not help much to
this end. The proper man must have I think South
See shipping ^nd merchandise experience, and above
all must have "Ability to get on with South Sea Island
natives. It is possible th«t the New Zealand Govern
ment might have one of their administrative officers
in Samoa or the Cook Islands who had shown an ability
to get on with South Sea Island natives, but it is
very unlikely that such a man would have any shipping
or merchandise experience.

again.

I think we had better try to help you

I could cordially recommend Palmer, who is
now our manager in Levuka, as a man with the necessary
experience and qualities, and I think we could spare
him for two or three years (l say this period because
I doubt if he would be any more willing than Protheroe
has proved to be to staj'^ for a longer period).

Palmer draws rather more from us than

Protheroe did when he was seconded by us, and I do
not think Palmer would be attracted by Protheroe's

salary of £1,000 a year Australian currency, but
£1,100 a year Australian currency might attract him.

I have ventured to write to him, of course
in purely non-committal style, to ask whether he would
like us to put his name forward to you, and have of
course emphasised that the appointment is in your
hands and not our hands and that all we could do would
be to suggest him to you.

The alternative that I mentioned to you on

the telepl>ina would be to suggest to Protheroe th-^t
if he will st^y on another year ^nd repeats his advice
that aftar that Henshaw should be appointed to
succeed him, and if Maude or other commissioner for
the time being then recommends Henshaw, you would
agree to appoint Henshaw.
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. I rather like this latter idea myself, but
I fear that Protheroe would not agree to stay on
another year. If you think the proposal worth trying
I would suggest you should telegraph Protheroe.

Yours faithfully,

flO

•c?T.' 1-. ";o ro9':'7rtT' (Sgd'. ) H.E. Snell.
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50th May, 1947.

Deer Snell,

Thank you for your letter of 27th May
regarding Protheroe'e Bucceeeor, and for your offer
to see if you can help us.

I am Bending a copy of your letter to
Maude in Kew Zealand. I fancy that he hap in mind
Bome particular individual who hae inland trading
experience but who in at present in the service of
the Kew Zealand Oovernment. I imagine that Maude
will know Palmer, or at least know of hiis, and that
t^e knowledge that Palmer is a possibility will
provide Maude with a useful yardstick by which to
measure any candidate he may find in Kew Zealand.

«» to your other rroposal that irotheroe
should be asked to reconsider his deeisi on and stay
on another year, I agree that this would suit us
admirably. But he is aware that until we get
another man it is open to hiui to reconsider his
decision, end I do not think th^^t «ny useful purpose
would be served by telegraphing him now. Kext time
I write to him I ph«ll mention it as confirming the
conversation I had with him on the subject.

Yours sincerely,

ISigne^ R, de S. STAPLEDO^

K.i. gnell, £squlrs,

Suva,

m
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CO-EDUCAHO

ARTHUR D

Nx SC'OO

SS B.Sc., Dtp. Ed.

TELEPHW4E 3104

' V •

Dear Mr ifeude,

>

N.Z. Friends School

Wanganui

12th June, 1947,

As I navebeen unable to get any response to ray
coruraunications, I have taken Alaric's name of^-'f the
list and given the place to another boy.

Thank you for interest in our school.

Yours sincerely.

b /!•' 'O
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A. Douglas, Esq., M.A.,
N.Z. Friends School,

Wanganul, N.Z.

Dear Mr Douglas,

Tarawa Island,
Gilbert and Elllce Islands Colony,

11th September, 1947,

I must apologize for not having written to you bei*ore
to let you know that my son, Alaric Maude, will not be
attending the Friends School as we have decided that Wanganul
would be too far away from his guardians and friends in New
Zealand, all of whom live in or around Auckland, and also
possibly too cold in winter for one born and bred in the
tropics.

We sincerely trust that this tardy notification will
not upset any arrangements but presume that, in actual fact,
you were not expecting him, since you had not heard from ua
that he would definitely be coming.

Yours truly.

J.-

. A, •

'-'O.' • -

•

H.E. Maude.
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Dear Parents,

N.Z.Friends School,
V/anganui.

31st. July, ^Sk6

There are several items of interest to "bring to your
notice.

1. The Prospectus for 19h7 is enclosed.

2, The Price Investigation Tribunal has authorised an
increase in Pees of £5 per term for boarders and
£2 for day scholars. (See page 8 in Prospectus) The
School Committee (Governors) regret the increase but
there is no alternative and our fees are still the
lowest in New Zealand.

3. The Director of Education has provisionally granted
the request to have the Secondary work in our Pormll 1
recognised. This means that satisfactory Form 1 11
work may now be accredited as one year towards
University Entrance, (Matric.)

U. Howard Dyson.B.A.. (Oxon.) has been appointed Seni nr
Assistant Master. He is an experienced teacher
having completed 8 years as Junior House Master at
Ackworth, the biggest Friends School in England
He is due to arrive in September with his wifp nna
three children. ®

5. A building permit to add another class-room also
Science and- Art Room to the Schoolroom block has
been applied for. It is not intended however to
exceed our maximum number of 100 pupils. The money
i'or this project has been made available by the
Sale of the Friends Hostel, i-/ellington.

All our parents take a keen interest in the progress
of the school so I am pleased to pass on this, inf^ ^
If these considerations, particularly items 2 and
necessitate a change in your plans please let me knLr
promptly, ^
Please adyise friends to enter children for 7 pv.
Stii . abnn-h -hVi-noc Apqv,4- i Ot.p orStii. about three years ahead. Apart from a few dav

in Standard 1V the roll for j_g comnlf
lers roll -Pn-n -iQJiA i .a npoT'-inrr -i . . Pl^

scholars in u. iv ^ w-ux x^j,- iMn / io t
the boarders roll for 19U8 is nearing comnlptf
there have been many disappointments.

Yours sincerely,

Arthur Dougla<

I
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Dear Mr«. uiianahan.

.rv. . , ^

'•. - *i,'

/

lild.Xand Hotel,

/ij ^ Jmie, 19i|.7,

vith vsTarence to our recent convereatlon rCiiaxtilng
certain personnel whicbi it la desired. If possible, to
recruit in 'Je'j Xo&land for tde Gilbert and xllicc Jalonds
Colony, I am forwarding, as proaiised, particulars as to
the salarleu, etc*, attached to each'post,

(1) uavlngo Bank Cfflccr.

/ Tlie salary at present laid do^ for this position
is tF.UiiO X 20 - j'F*500, with a Coet-of-Liring allowance
aaounting to CP, 30 + 10" of salary f;nd a i.uty llownnae

, of G'\,50 payable while residing in the Colony, Pree
partly famished quarters are provided*

The reorganisation proposals at present being
ooneldered by the Hlgh^Coranjlssioner provide for a basic
salary scale for the poet of h'.jOO x 25 - C'ilpO, with
an expatriation, AHowance of 'F.200 and a Duty Vllowanoe
of XF. 100 payable while redding in'the Cclcnyi

' deduction of lOt of salary would be payable for the rent
of Government quarteru, I'o gunrantea can be given at
thla stage, however, that the above or any salary
revision proposals will bo approved*

There has not hitherto bom ct navings DaiiSc in the
Colony aad the officer would be required to pocsese a
good all-round leiowlcdge of ..avlngs h.inl: work, inaluding
the peeping of all neoeosury books and recordc and the
invebtfijent of fundo, wdlc not Icact aniong hlui dutica
would be the training of native staff, Ke would.work
Oiiaer the gcnsr-i dii-cotien rf the Colon:'Trcacurcr (vho
is also Chief Postracieter) and, as it is not anticipated
that hit v..avlngtt Cazik activities would constitute f'lll-

« tlSMi einploynent cmoe the.initial organization hadJbeen
f cowpleted, he would be required to aoaiot in general

^'ostal ind Treasury work whenever pocslble.

If eottsidersd feaclblo, it .rouM be desired to obtain
an officer of the Wdw .iealand oavinga Biink staff on a two
er three yeera^ aeconftsent, on such terns as ttie Hew
•uiaalana. Goveriaaent may coiuilder equitable: the officer
eould then train r* suit-ble loc-1 otnclal to succeed him,

% *

(2) aseletant dovcramant ^torekeeoer, '

The present salary attached to this post is
DiVJOO if 20 - DT.U50, with & Ooot-of-Living .llowunoe
atsouhtiag to BP, 30 + lo1 of S'llary end a buty i.llowaj«5e
of aa*50 peyabltt while residing In the Colony, q Free
pertly furnished quarters yira provided, I

The seisry reorgaaizstlon proposals under ^
considera tlon provide for a basis salary, .repatriation ,
and Duty Allowsnewe, and rsnt deduct!identiesl with
thut set out above for,the Gsvings Bank Officer, It
should lie again emphasizsd, howevsr, that those proposals
have not been approvod.

/iKiS
Fhss Ghsiwiheily

^ Metmal ffalPB,
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- fh© Go"irerzam^t Stores position In tb© Coloaat^
lo in on tmBatiafaxjtory otate, and rai ejQjerienGOd
officer io rec^uired to rcoi»ganiz© tlio wejtole systm ^ -
on a proper footing and inaugurate proiKir boolce and
rocortla# lie v/ould work under the goneiml supervision
of the Oolcoiy freaaurer ('aho lo ex officio CJovemment
Storel:oe2>or) and, in i)ai»tlcular, would liave to under- ,
t/ilio the orderlag of Goveiwicat Stores and the settlnc
up of an adequate Unallocated otore, of coiiaiderable
InTKjrtancc in a tcrritor:/ haYing such liraited conriunlc-
ations with caTcnercial ceiitrea* The appointment could
either he on two years* probation in the first Instance,
with a view to ijolning the Colonsr staff on a pemianent
footing, or else on a two or three years* aocondnent
h&tai». . ' '

(3) Xpr 9<A9f^ yrg4y

The te HI of oerrico of the present Manager of
the Colony Trade ocheme, undor seconctotumt from Messrs .liox>rie
Hodotroin, Ltd., of juva, is about to expire, but he has
agreed to stay on until iiarch 19db« ^Ji a suooessor, the
Oovemmcnt ic looking for a good ccnmeroiaX Orfpanissr with
oxim^ieneo in the buying; and distribution of general
norctioiidise, iru^nagcracnt of ohdnping, ojud handllzkg of
cargoes# If x>osaibIe, he aboold have eagperleoce of
l\«5iflo laZund© trodinE*

The present Jfandijer is on a flat salary of
£i«i#1,000 por ftirumm but, if neoessory, the OoYeronenl
would probably be willirt:: to oonhider a higher reiHBMHP-
ation for a i*eally first-olase nan with all-round
Oxporioaco nf the \'or!. which would be required of him#
The api^olntmant would be for two years in the first
Inatiinee, \7ith th^ poaolbllity of renewal \fj mutual
agroebient#

The Qovemaent Trade actMme is at pftmvtt the
80le conmoroiol enterr^rioo in the Qilbert, Xlllee, and
Phocmlx XalondEs and undertakes the supply, through their
-igenta, !'easro» Morrle, Hodstrom, l#td#, of all classes
of iuerchuudlao required by the local population »«'» their
diotributlon thrcra^Th the native-run retail Oo-operatiYe
Uocietlea established on each Island# It also nonages
the purohnae and sale (to the British Ministry of Food)
of all oopra produopd in ihs three wromme# the dlstrib-
tttle«P6 c* goGda .md ccllcetiun af copra besing effected In
the two Intsr^laland vessels beloogliig to the Trade
Bchame itself and varloua small eraft owned by the
Colony oovemmont#

It is proposed that the Trade ^'chene i>hall be
eoavrerted in the near future into the Colony C<>»operatiTe
iiholesuXe boolety, with an Adrlsory Managing conaittee
eonalt^ting of the Resident C^mmisaloaer of the Colony aa
Ohainnan and aik meabera elected by the retail Oe*operative
aocletlest thUB ensuring to the native inhabitants a son-
Bld«rable Bieaaure of partioipatioa in the Colony* e trade
snd c^ccnomto devoloxmont# ssven in its silent fsesip
however, the Trade icheme ties proved a eomtseroial sum
and enicya the confldenoe and euipport of the people tto a
tiMiarkable deiree*

/IM
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In ctsking for yonr assistance in our staff problems
it is realised that staffing difficulties in the Not
iiealand Govermeat service may well make it imposcible
for anyone to be spared at, tho present time, even wore
suitable candidates available• ~ During the war, however,
you ware good enough to select a msabor of officers for
the Colony service, ssveral of whoa are atill with us, and
the Impreaoion they rmde was so favourable that we are
anxious to explore the posolbilities of obtaining additional
peraonnel froir. che Joiiiaion befo.-e looking elsev/here.

Aa I oci about to proceed on leave to tho United Kingdom.
I m forwaapding a copy of this letter to tho -Western Pacific
High Cacamlaaiou Office in Guva, and should be grateful if
you would connanloate direct with the Chief Gecretarv should
you be in a pocution to rccoiwaena any caxididatea for
above positions.

the

Bhould pei^ps eraphasiao tlmt, owing to the destruct-
livw ^ during the J&peneoe occupation,f Colony are at present ratherprimitive. In particular all houslnr is built of nai-itre'
materials, and the number of quarter^is etill iMuffiiiLt
to accouaodate the familioc nv
married candidate should be warned. th^Jeio^e t^S*it ^

S wSd brSell^^i«In^S Bervice and that, in any event,
tL Sii«+ BdviwCd to procoed to tlie Colony alone in
bSfoS conditions for himselfoeioz*e decioing on whether or not to Eend for* hinTfaeee cautio^ry rsmarks would not, howeveis apply i-i the
jgwe^ee astive-iniUt quarters ouitablo for a wife and

thaaflcix^ you for your oo-operation in our
peraonnel troubles.

Yours sincerely.
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AU correspondence eJmdd nL.

addressed to: " The Diredor of
Education, Wellington C.l."

Tdegraphic ^address:
"Education, WeUingtonf

H* Maude, Esq.,
Resident Commissioner,
GILBERT & ELLICE ISLAKDS.

Dear Mr, Maude,

New Zealand

Cbucation department.

Wellington C. 1,

20th June, 19U7.

IN tK^LYlNQ

E- 18/1/1

PUKABK QliOTK THSSK NUMBKRa.

I am glad to be able to inform you that Toalipi has at last
arrived in New Zealand; he arrived in Auckland by 'plane on the 5th
of May.

Unfortunately there seemed to have been some duplication of
arrangements and he was met at the aerodrome by our Auckland Officer and
by Burns Philip's representative. Toalipi was taken safely to Wesley
College and by now he should be well settled down. When I next visit
that College I will have a talk with the boy and see how he is getting
along.

I have just returned from another tour of the Islands, but ,4
unfortunately my work was interrupted somewhat by the prevalent influenza
epidemic. I hope the epidemic has not managed to reach your Islands.

C)
While I am shivering in Wellington's winter cold I can imagine

you basking in the tropical sunshine of the Gilbert & Ellice Islands.

Kindest regards to Mrs. Maude and yourself.

Yours sincerely.
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Confld»Rtiitl. o/o Blgh ComiiitiondP

for th« nnit<K& Kingdom^

2Xat Jaa«, 1947.

Sir,

Vith rafareaoa td my t«l«gr&^ of tho aouti Juno,

forvoidod throu^ Uio High Coosalsaioner for th« Ualtod Kingdom

la Bolllngtoti, regordlog my rocont visit to Sydnoy in oonnootlon

vlth tho propoood purohoso of Faurining and Woohlogton Islands, I

hsvo tbo honour to forward a copy of a lottsr vhleh I rooeivod

froa 4iir :Aiteholl, a Director of i^asars Fanning Island

flantatlona, Ltd., In vh£o3'* ha sets out tha tarms unriar wl^lch

tha CoMpany ara praparad to sail tha two properties to tha

Ollhart aad Ellloa Islands Colony Oovarnnant.

2. iij raoaptlon In Sydney hy Uaaars J« Buma, J.%. idtouell

and tha othar Oiraotors of Uasara Buma, Fhilp and Co*, Ltd.,

was aoat oorlial and X faal, furtharmora, that it waa auooassful

in Its aoaln oojeetlvas tl)a raduotlon In tha prloa at which

tha subsidiary Coapaay was prsparad to ssll its rights sad

sssats on both islands* All eonvarsstlons on this subjsat

1 wars eonductad with 3*r iiltohall blmoalf and I gatharad, froa

hla ranarics, that tha isala raasona which had aotuatad ths Board

of Diraetora

Bta tKoaXlaoay

fllO Aatlnf High OoMMlaaionar

for tha Vastam faelflo,

ttkimm Of If .
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j I !
of Dlreotora In wltMrawing lt» offer to sell the Fanning

and s!/ashington properties for £105,000 «erof«

(1) a feeling that the Goverar-ent were delaying the

decision regarding the purchase in anticipation

that the Cosipany would be compelled to Increaae

its capital equipment, plant and stores on the

ialande, which would thereupon be taken over without

compensation;

(2) the fact that the Company had actually shipped boats,

stores and other equipment to the islands since the

making of the origlnel offer; and

(3) the additional fact that the Company bad recently

spent a very considerable sum in repatriating iti

labour on the ialande and transporting a new labour

force there, which Mr Mitchell thought would be a

great asset to the Government as obviating the cost

of bringing colonists from the Gilbert Group.

3* Once I had convinced Mr Mitchell that the Govemmnt

waa guiltless of the subtle project at (1) and that the delay

in making a decision was simply due to the neeeeslty for the

eoheaw for colonising the islands being given moat careful

consideration by the Colonial Office, be readily agreed to

make a fresh offer* Bla first proposal waa that, in vleo of the

oonslderatione mentioned at (2) and (3) above, the original offer

of £103,000 (Australian Currency) ahouM be tiCMiged to the same

a\ta
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sum In sterling. I pointed out, however, that while the new

labour force taken to the Islunda wae no doubt an asset as far

as the Company was concerned It was a potential liability from

the Oovemuient*8 point of view, since few labourers were likely

to be selected as settlers and the vast majority would have to

be returned to their homes at our oxpenae. As regards (2^,

furthermore, Mr Gould ( a Director of the Company, who was

present at the conference) was good enough to produce figures

showing that the total value of all stores and new equipment

sent to Fanning and 'Washington Islands, since the date of the

Coaipany*8 original offer, did not exceed £>4,000 landed cost

and was probably worth much less now, since a considerable

portion would have bean expended.

4. Mr Mitchell thereupon agreed to let the original

offer of £103,000 (Australian Currency) stand for a further

six months, to ba extended by mutual agreement, subject to:"

(1) all copra on hand being taken over by the Government

at British Food Mission f.o.b. pries, payable on

ln»store weights less 5j(, together with any cash

on hand; and

(2) all stores on hand and new equipment being taken over

at landed cost plus 5)^, the estimated value being

less than £4,000.

It appears to ms that the above proposals, which were sub*

aequsrrtly agreed to by Mr Burns, the Chairman of the Board of

\
Dlreetbrs, are generous when looked at from tlie standpoint of

^^Ahe Company. Little exception can be taken to the proviso
' at (2)



m ^ m

at (2)» espooially since the new stores and equlpaant (and

particularly the new boats) will be of direct value to the

Ooverntient, while to the best of my recollection the proviso

at (1) was already Included in the Compsmy's first offer.

5. Rather to my surprise, iir Mitchell did not press the

rise in the price of copra, recent or impending, as a reason for

aJvanclng the sum required for the islands, although he mentioned

it in passing. I gathered, though I may have been wrong in

doing so, that the reason that he did not stress the point was

his recognition that most. If not all, the Increase woxold

probably be offset by rising costs (particularly labour costs)

and increased taxation. He stated, however, that the inform*

ation possessed by Messrs Burns, Philp indicated that the

Ministry of Food price for copra, as paid to Malayan and other

Colonial producers, would be the standard world price for at

least five years, and that any marked deviations above or

below that figure would tend to disappear. He was, therefore,

not surprised at the drop in the Philippine price, which he

considered to be far above the world standard, and in thla

connexion furnished me with an excerpt from the "International

Bulletin of the San Francisco Chamber of Commerce" for the 2ii»th

May, a copy of which is attached.

€. While I consider that Fanning and Washington Islands,

together with the assents of the Plantation Oos^any on them,

are fully worth i^l03,000(whether as coconut plantations or

future homelands), I formed the impression that a counter*

offer
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offer of a lesser amount» if made personally by ^our

£jcoelXenoy to Kr Burns, might be successful, since Mr

Mitchell emphasised more than once that Messrs Bums, Philp

and Co., Ltd., now possess more lucrative openings for

capital investment in Australia itself than the Faoiflo

Islands. It would require, however, to be supported by a

statement that the amount asked for cannot be obtained and.

a personal appeal to the Directors based on humanitarian

grounds.

7. It may be stated, for purposes of record, that I

left Auckland for Sydney on the 2nd June, by Trans-Tasman

Airways, and returned on the 6th June.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your Excellency's obedient servant,

(Signed) H.E. Maude.



COK^IDENTIAL.

Office of the High CoiTimisPioner

for the Western Pacific,
Suva, Fiji.

C*.T^.U8/27. 21st June, 19U7.

iS

I fear we should have let you know that the new
copra price of fiAJ47.0s.9d. bulked f.o.b. came into force
on June 9th, but I expect you will have seen a report of
it in the press.

We now understand that Laucala Island, 3>000

acres off Taveuni, is likely to be in the market and
could possibly be purchased for about ,£A.30,000. No
action is being taken at present, but if the Line Islands
look like falling through we should consider informing
the Secretary of State of the possibility of purchasing
Laucala as a partial remedy. Will you therefore let us
know as soon as you can the result of your talk with
Burns, and if necessary what you think about Laucala.

yj

/ >,

A
7c

H.E. Maude, Esq., M.B.E. ,
G/o Burns, Philp Limited,

P.O. Box i4l0,
Wellington, *^.1.,

^^ew Zealand.



1

H.E. Maude, Esq.. ,
C/- Midland Hotel,

\YELLINGTON.

With the compliments of the

Official Secretary.

HiCrHCOMf^
Copy of telegram to Governor of..
Suva, dated 20tli June 19U7.

Office of the High Commissioner
for the United Kingdom, 20th. June 1947

Wellington, New Zealand.
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PRC', t High Co.'tiniLsaionor Tor the United Kii%dom, v^ellijigton,
HlCtKcoj^A

TO: -<-cr^ uva.j. -ij?." f o

^iy iJcspatoa&d. 20th June,1^47 111U hoaro.

fTO.3 r. •'.

Following tipon iliaia» V

^.8 a reeuit of Tlslt to i^ydney Bums sat IgUtoiaolI

agreed to renew offer of Ps ning and nsshlagtcA st <»i4Lglnal

figure of iBl03*000 austrailan ourroncy for p«rl4A mt six

Months to be furtner extended by mutual agre«DMwrt«

Only additional charge wuuld be f or any unexi»ended stores

and equipment purcbased since original offer at 3> on

landed cost • Total walue of these, lioseeer, is estimated

St leas than Mk$0O0 atid la steadily dsoMssing es stores

get used up. letter follows. Xnds.

uiunB KinoiXK moH couiaaaiomn

, la?. . •*.

JM/20.
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Fanning Island Plantations Limited

REGISTERED OFFICE: SYDNEY, N.S.W.

Managing Agents:

Buf^Ns, Philp a Co. Ltd.
7 Bridge Street

Sydney

AHG.BMoC

Sir,
FANNING AND WASHINGTON ISLANDS

In order that you may submit a concrete proposal to the
Secretary of State for the Colonies for the purchase and eolonl^ntlnn
of Fanning and Washington Islands, we now offer firm +K-
for a period of aid: awntha, or ext.naion as
upon a walk-in walk-out baaia, for the totS a™^? ~
cSreney. ^ 0.03,000 Auatralian

Also all copra on hand to be taken
f»o.b, price, payable on in-store weights lesa**!?*^ British Food Uissic
that may be on hand. 5)6, together with any cash

Also to be taken over at ,uid naw aquipawnt, tba aatiaiatad total walttf.^ aU atorea on hand
PPro*iaateiy £4,000,

have the t
V Sir ''onour to kronr„^.

™ jarv^.
^ •^"^^ONs'lihTED

His Honour,
H.6*M*s Resident Conisissioner,
Gilbert & EUice Islands Colony,
S Y D N E Y.

T director

•.»;



riQZTRACT FROM THE IKTEREATIOHAL BULLETIN OF THE SAN FRANCISCO CHAi\ffiERI I OF COMii/iERCE, 26th May, 1947.

PHILIPPINE ISLAND COPRA PRICE DROPS*

The biggest price development in P.I, markets last week
was another sharp drop in the price of copra, the FAR EAST
TRADER reports.

In Manila, the Quotation closed Saturda;/ at ^12.25 per
100 kilos, a drop of 03 from the previous week's close.

This brought the Manila price per long ton, f.o.b., to
0122.50, as against 0152.50 the week before. The quotation
was almost 50 per cent below the peak price of 0237.50 per ton
of April 5f and nearing the 0103.50 figure of the former U,S.
P.I. purchasing pact.

At week*s end, however, observers said they saw indi
cations the market was somewhat stabilised.

In the provincial markets, nervousness and anxiety of
traders sent the price even lower than that in Manila, with
the quotation in Cotabato at 09 pen 100 kilos, and in Zamboanga
at 011.

/• Producers, alarmed by the continued slump, are demanding
complete decontrol of the commodity, which would mean lifting
the requirement for export licenses. The licensing is in
accordance with P.l.'s commitments under allocations by the
International Emergency Food Council.

v'. THe government, however, refused these demands, and
reassured producers that it believed the drop was only temporary,
and that resumption of buying within a few weeks would likely
bring higher prices.

. . .1 •
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District Office,
Giroert Islands District,

Tarawa,

20th Harch, 1947.

Yoir Honour,

In reply to your letter F.11/6/3 of 19th Harch,
1947.

I was introduced to Hr, Burns hy Lir. David Maughan
at the Aust;:alian Gluh, Sydney in May 1946 and was much
•interested in his conversation hoth on tliat occasion and also
on a later occasion in his office when he gave rae a note of
introduction to Hr, Trotter in Suva,

As a newcomer, not yet arrived in this Colony, I
was not ahle to take any part in the conversation and not
heing then familiar with all the facts to which he referred,
I am unaole now to redall all the details.

Mr, Burns spoke mainly of pre-war trading conditions
and the trading situation as it was then, in Hay ^^ho, with
particular reference to difficulties hf labour ahd shipping,
and the possibilities of-his company's return to this colony.
He referred to an ennuiry from the W.P.H.G. concerning the
purchase by the Government of Panning and V/ashington Islands,
and I understood from him that he had named.a price which he
considered to be particularly reasonable, fie appeared to be
annoyed in that he had received either no thanks"or
insufficient thanks from the vV.P,H,C. for this offer and
indicated that unless the V/.P.H,C. had the business sense and
the courtesy to take action at once in the matter, his own
view was that he would be likely to increase his price at
some future date. It appeared that the v/.P.H.C. might have
mentioned to him the benefits which he might confer upon the
Gilbertese people by agreeing to the sale of the islands and
thus making possible their colonisation by people now
suffering from land starvation and overcrowding, and that in
his opinion, he had replied in this spirit. He thought
that subseguent inactivity of the W,P.H.C, belied the
importance and urgency to them of the matter and was not
likely to improve his own attitude.

His Honour the Resident Cora,.ii8Sioner,
Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony,

Bairiki, Tarawa.
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}:• - ' Since I was not, and am not,, familial-' vath the
A corcespondence concerned, I was then, ahd am now, unahle

to state anything whatsoever. I remarked that it was
viiyfprohahly pcrsihle for him to tialce irm-aediate decisions

such a matter, whereas the use of niDney belonging to the
' Gilhertese or British taxpayer prohahlj^ involved much

Governi-aent action "before a decision would "be authorised.

' V/ith this he a£p?eed "but again mentioned that he considered
• that there had "been some lack of courtesy towards him

•.piov- sh""' i".; the matter which was not going to help the cause of the
Cii-bertese people.

• I :t.'.'

.•'•I,..-
Your Plonour asks me for an opinion v;hich I arn

reluctant to give. Possibly hr. Keegan or someone else
from V/.P.H.G. may have seen LIr, Burns triore recently, or
later correspondence may have changed his attitude. I can
ho-wever say-that in May Mr, Burns seemed dissatisfied on
account of what was in'his opinion a failure of someone in
Suva to make adequate reply to his offer, that his attitude
v;as most friendly and that the "best action possible would
seem to be for someone from the Colony with the interests
of the people at heart and the facts and figures at his
fingertips, to speak to Mr, Burns and inform him of any
delays or difficulties which might "be foreseen on the
Government side. There did not appear to be any difficulty
which personal contact and discussion would not overcome,
and Mr. Burns seemed to be ready and in a position to give
a clear straightforward statement of his ov;n side of the
case.

Yours sincerely.

(Sgd.) w.g. alexamder.
pl. • i>K ....
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Dear Alexander,

Office of the Resident Comrni .sioner,
Gilhe-t o. Ellice Islaids Colony,

Tarawa.

19th liarch, 1 9^7*

A few days ago I heard a story, I don't remenfoer
frot.i whon, to the effect that you had seen lir. Burns when
in Sydney and that he had discussed with you the suggested
sale of "panning and Washington Islands tothe Colony
Oovernnient. Hy iuforuiant mentioned, I think, that Burns
had coTiTplained that he had made what he considered to he
a "Very generous offer to the Hign Commission hut was feeling
"hrovyned off" ahout it as he had not hod the courtesy ox
a reply and'that, as a result, future dealings would he
on a strictly business footing.

The matter is of considerable interest to me
as I see from correspondence hy this mail that H.jii. would
like me to fly $i>oru Suva to Sydney in an endeavour to
soften Llr. Burns' heart on the question of selling these
islands. I imagine that I would have to expand on the
poverty and urgent need of the Gilbert and iijllice
Islanders and appeal to him, on patriotic or other grounds,
to reduce his price.

I should he most grateful, therefore, if you
could let me know in due course the gist of yo r talk
with Mr. Burns, and give me your opinion as to whether
you consider that a personal appeal to him would he of the
slightest use anl, if so, what lines you think, from
your conversation with him, it v/ould he best to take.

I may mention that Mr. Burns is asking
£103,000 for Panning and Washiggton hut that, following
a recent letter from his Secretary it apiears that he is
ahout to revise the figure in an upward direction o\?ing
to the recently increased copra prices.

Yours sincerely,

(Sgd.) H.E. MAUDE.

W.G. Alexander, Esquire, M.B.B,,
Betio, Tarawa.

' ' i Y' J

AfA., vY-fiP-
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TELEGRAM.
1 XIOI 47—2nns.

From THE SECRETARY OF STATE.

To THE HIGH COMMISSIONER.

No..^ (Date). -19-4^-.

Your telegram Ko. 102, Confidential.
Line Islands copra prices and colonization.
See my telegram No. It would be premature
to assume new copra price will be £/ 45' It is
unlikely it will exceed parity Malayan price of
£lf.O per ton bagged equivalent to £^Y.12B.6d. ^
bulked F.M.S. Fiji. I see no reason why Maude
should not discuss proposal in your paragraph 4
in general terms with Burns, Philp. It will of
course be appreciated that any formal negotiations
cannot be undertaken at least until colonization
project as modified in your despatch Confidential
of 25th February has been approved in principle.
I regard this project as an integral part of the
development plan as to which receipt (position?)
remains broadly as in paragraph 2 of my Savlngram
No. 21 .

Secretary of State



• c/o The Secretariat,
, Jerusalem,

Palestine.
Ii

2.one.. June 1947.

My dear f
ilany tnanks for your letter of the

29th April, v;nich reachea me yesteruay. I am so
Po-"ry that .vou have haa so much bother over my fev/
bits of kit. I aiFi lauch obligee to you for all the
t'^'ouble you have takeii, and I have no doubt that
all the stuff -ill turn up all right. It was liara
luck on Yam having to ais.-orge my ola pistol; but
the can;ge:^ous weapon was r; ther a friend, and I
need it here.

You told me tliat you were sailing
from hew "ealand about the 11th of June, so I am
sending this to the C.O. If they run true to form,
they vdll iiii.ediately send it out to karav/a, I am
afraid that I shall not get home on leave this
year: I do not -ant to go just yet, as we are only
nov/ on the point of achieving a house, after living
all this time in a pension waiting for a house or
flat to become vacant, for, probably, shall I be
able to afford leave till nert June.' The cost of
living out here is fantastic, and despite a very
handsome salary and allowances 1 l^ardly save a
bean.

"Te both like Palestine, hov/ever;
is a lovely country, ii.nd it is so -well

situated for visiting other interesting places; you
can g«t to "gypt or the Lebanon in 4 to 6 hours by
car, to Cy rus in an hour by air, to 'Turkey or



Syrie Ir&n .or without, itiucii
Gif.ficulty. climate* -is magnificent it! nay
h^ B little hot i'U the coaf^tal olaiUj hut '̂'lene
in-•Jeuusalcm it is wirrard; cloudless skies cool
hT*ef 7:o,Sj nigntfD tii-Bt cine aluiost cold, and canly
monninfTs tiia^ liave nothin'^ v/xia.tevcn second—hcind
shout them.

I hop« that you anfl your family aT>* t'll
well, and tnat you v/ill thoroughly enjoy your
leave, ho you intend to go haclo to th- loi^rro'?I wonder whether hod has yet achieJec: JS he!rt>
desire of a move. i. jn xu>

,.ith kincieat +
wife ana yourself from hoth of uq your

- • - Yours sinc«rely^



• ,,'. c/o Secretariat
W ., Jerusalem

-'•• .. u .' ••">••-;•» • Palestine, '
^ A- 28tli Pe-bruary 1947. •:. ''
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My dear ,
I was very glad to get your wire to-day to^ say that my

errant kit has at last "been found and is proceeding tovyrds ne. There
were things in it which, in the present state of the taclle industry,
I should have hated to lose. It is also excellent news to hear that youi snouxa nave, naocu ou j. v —---- 4;.,at

are forwarding Roscoe 737083, to the arrival of wnich (possihiy at ous;d
ahout the time when the United Nations finally "fix" Palestine) I shall

_ at. _ a ^ "i* ^ .-k T +• ^ ^ a T* rl i T* ft H. S"look forward. I am quite ready to pay the Colony for this, if the Treas-i
-urer so advises and you wish. The fact that I got it at all is due o
the incidence of Colony service, Which ^ is why I handed it in.

I have just returned from a trip to Haifa - nice to think
that you can do what is the longest normal duty trip in this "place in
less than three hours.' I went up to see the transhipment of a bevy of
illegal immigrants; quite an experience. The ship concerned changed her
name, before arrival, to a Hebrew one; whereupon the Royal Navy, never
at a loss, signalled her "Happy birthday". Some of the boys mid giris
cast themselves over and swam ashore; they had interesting stories to
tell, and some may have been true. I watched one very pretty girl try
all her wiles on an uncommonly tough Airborne officer, and came to tne
conclusion that the future guards of Heaven's streets have nothing on
the British paratrooper.

I was lucky; I had arranged to meet my escort (yes, we nave
to have them, and mine had 7 ribbons including the DPM) at Barclay s
Bank. Rather fortunately we were bd)th delayed; in the interval the
unruly ones blew the place up with a loud report.

We fled back to Salera, out of this atmosphere of frustrated
longing, tr oops, smoke, filth and sweat, at an easy 75 to 80 m. p. h. , so
good are the roads and the Secretariat cars. The country is looking
wondefful; dark green of cypresses, grey-green of olives, bright green
of young barley; red and ochre earth, and splashes and sheets of wild
flowers; dark blue lupins, salvia, late jonquils, pink and yellow and
blood-red anemones and many others. Through-the-looking-glass country;
here the flowers, and there some Arab men sitting and smoking while the
women weed the crops; perhaps a string of camels, or some patient, over-
-loaded donkeys; and there again, a road-block, or a long roaring
column of A.P.V. 's, or a walled and sandbagged piquet in a strategic
spot. Almonb trees in full bloom, and generals with such dazzle dados
that they seem to be blossoming too. Prom the hills, pure air that is
better than a glass of Ti# Pepe; from the road, high octane ftimes.

Still, it is a wond^ul place. This job is quite the most
interesting I have ever had, and I am enjoying it more than I thought
possible. I haven't got a house yet; but as we are all behind the
iron curtain, one does not worry so much about that. One just feels
that in peace time, when one could get about, this country takes a lot
of beating.

My little Plat goes well; as it set me back £600 I feel
that it shoud do. Things here are expensive; butter 12/- a pound and
12-bore cartridges 4/- each. A suit of clothes can now be had for as



little as £47. ,
I hope that you are fit anfl that all goes m^l '.vith your

f^ily. I miss several island things - my jeep and my whaler espec-
I shall always he gajld that I served in the islands^ so few

Colonial products have even heard of them that ii is quite an out-
-stanfling experience. And there are some admirable folk there. I

.. should be so glad if you would give my salaams to those whom I did
.. Chiefljr know - Kabunare, Bauro, Tutu, Tione, Mutagha, Pedro, Sapoa

and many others; also the Ellice birds when you see them, (j fancy
, that I alv/ays liked the Ellice "slands best, as the first place I

went to). Also Old Faithful Roberts, if he is still with you.
, I live a rag-time life;'the proprietors of this pension are

^ Lebanese playboy; the housekeeper, a
• ^ chef, a ©zecho-Slovakian vet*(who gives us many a bran. mash). The staff, all-Arab, all forgetting,

ever willing and ever charming; and bus^ as hell. We are seldom

• .Good, luck to you and all ,in the Colony.

' tvv/;;'"
•.\V. . f ^ '

'; jL *X C ^ C ysi^'
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BY A^R ^lAIL.
ngy^j^^y star".

., i , 3rd July, 1947.
.v-f; " . '"a . au', >. ,'.rT: •"

I have heen re-reading your letter of the 30th May

and see that you ask me whether I know Palmer, whom Snell

recommends for the job of Manager of the Colony "Co-operatl||re

Wholesale Society". I'm afraid the answer is in the negative

- I've heard of him by name and that is all.

Knowing Snell, I feel that as far as conmercial

experience and ability is concerned Palmer would be all right,

though it is a bit difficult to understand why, if he's any

good, he is in a dead and alive place like Levuka and why,

as Levuka Manager, he should be paid more than Protheroe was

at Nukualofa. But perhaps the ramifications of Morris,

Hedstrom in Lev\ika are more extensive than one suspects.

What one would like to know more of, however, is

Palmer's personal characteristics and his attitude towards

Government commercial enterprise: it would be fatal to

Introduce a non-cobperator into the limited local circle and

doubly unfortunate should he put the interests of Morris,

Hedstrom before those of the ObilKiy. But probably you are

in a position to make enquiries among those who know him,

both inside and outside the firm.

Mention of Palmer's name reminds me that there is

another Palmer, working for Burns, Philp, whom I know well

and am sure hatS all the personal qualities we require and,

I should think- as

Ir •.)• •' -•
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I should think, as much commercial experience as we are

likely to get. He Is at present iJanager of B'annlng Island

Plantations, Ltd., at Panning Island Itself and has, conse

quently, a good knowledge of the copra trade, shipping and

' the Gllherteso. He runs the local store there and does his

own buying.

I fancy that this Palmer would be quite willing to

consider a post with us In any event (he has always co-operatec

well with the Government); and certainly should there be a

chance of our taking over the Island, when he would, I feel

sure, jtunp at the Aianagershlp rather than face the prospect

of a transfer to one of Burns, Phllp's plantations In New

Guinea (which would be his most probable fate).

After thinking over the position carefully, I would

recommend that the first move should be to endeavour to bribe

'Protheroe to stay on with us for a further two years by

offering him a salary of £1,500. It would be a tempting

bait which he might find It difficult to refuse and I think

that you will agree that he would be worth every bit of the

money.

If this should fall, I would suggest that tentative

enquiries should be made as to the suitability of the Panning

Island Palmer for the job and as to his willingness to accept

It. Pera.^^^.ly, I doubt whether the fact that he has not
worked In the main merchandise branches of Burns,Phllp would

necessarily ^-^jlude him
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necessarily preclude him from consideration, especially in

view of the fact that he would have good assistants* he

should be able to learn the ropes soon enough as far as this

aspect of his work is concerned. I would rate him before

Eden (mentioned in a previous official letter) but this may

be only because I know him better;^

It is bitterly cold on board and all we can think

about is keeping warm and counting the days \intil we reach

sunshine latitudes once again.

•x*.,

• - ' ' ' '

' u'-f,,fi '••'. • • i •• ' • . " • '4'4



A eopy of thlslletter has be
forwarded to tl|e »Ag. R. Or.

G.&EE.I.CP ji j • m.v. "Sydney Star",

Sir,

5th July, 1947.

I have the honour to address Your Excellency

regarding the desirability of amending the Pensions legislation

of the Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony with a view to making

pensions paid from Colony funds subject to Colony Income Tax.

2. Owing to the existence of a clause in the Colony

Income Tax legislation no tax is at prearent leviable on

Governinent pensions, in cases where the pensioner is residing

outside the Colony. This clause was no doubt inserted in the

supposed interests of the pensioner himself but, under

conditions existing today, it is actually proving very much

to his disadvantage, since it automatically renders hlm^liable

to the payment of income tax on the pension to the Government

of his country of residence.

3. In view of the fact that income tax rates in all

countries to which Colony officers have retired, whether New

Zealand, Australia or the United Kingdom, are considerably

higher than those ruling in the Colony the unintdBded, but

none

His Excellency

The Acting High Commissioner

for the Western Pacific,

Suva, Fiji.
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none the less unfortunate, effect of the clause Is to deprive

the Colony of much-needed revenue while at the same time

adding to the difficulties of pensioners by compelling them

to part with a large percentage of their pensions to other

administrations.

4. During my recent visit to Australia, representations

were made by retired Colony officers which convinced me that

they were suffering genuine and unnecessary hardship as a

result of having to pay Australian income tax on their pensions

and I undertook to request Your Excellency for a review of the

legislation with a view to rectifying their position. It is

emphasized, in this connection, not only that the Colony can

ill afford to lose revenue from the taxation of pensions but

that the position is at present one-sided and unfair since, in

the admittedly inlikely event of a pensioner of the New Zealand,

Australian or other Government coming to reside in the Colony,

his income tax would be deducted at source by the country-

paying him the pension and he would, consequently, be exempt

from Colony income tax on the amount in question.

5. In view of the above considerations, I would

recommend the enactment of an amending Ordinance repealing

the section which exempts Colony Government pensioners

from Colony income
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fyoTn Colony inooaso to* and tholr notification by olpcular

«b«n thla has bean dona* _

6# • An additional hardship Inflicted on retired Colony

officers la ths non-payaient of any Cost of Living Allovanea

on penaiottSp In oaaas «2;ara the pensioner resldaa abroad*

despite tha Bact tlmt suoh allowanoaa are paid by the Oovertw

ment of It la unleratood* hovever* that reooauaendatlone

that these slloeanceo should be paid in future are being tsade

by the Acting iiesldent Co Masloner and X need only add that

tljey have tay full support# It is hoped* furthemore* that

four Sxcelletxoy elll see year way to direot that pensioners

should receive such allowanoea retrospectively to the date of

their introduction by the Oovem'nent of Fiji*

X have ttie honour to be*

Sir,

four i:^elleney*s ol»edient servant,

(Signed)# H#S# thiude#

(leelltnt Cotaaiaeioner*

•• • Vt,-'.

•'y"
' 4'.



M,v, "Sydney Star",

7th July, 1947,

Dear Major Swlnboume,

Please forgive me for not having written before to

thank you for your kindness In having me to lunch In

Sydney. I would have sent a letter from New Zealand but

got caught up In a ro\md of work. In addition to Honor

being laid up with bronchitis, due to the extreme cold of

Wellington.

I had a horrible Journey back across the Tasman

the morning after our meeting; It was blowing great

gusts and the plane rocked and swayed till I was quite

scared. I must say Its not the kind of trip I would

choose for pleasure.

However we're very comfortable on this ship • only

26 passengers and we have our own cabin and bathroom with

Alarlc next door, so cannot grumble. And the sea so far

has been as calm as can be.

I have duly written to the Hl^ Commissioner on the

pension matter you mentioned to me and attach a copy of

my letter. I hope that they act on It quickly, as there

seems to be little doubt that the matter Is susceptable

to adjustment and that It should be set right without

delay.

It was really very good indeed of you to have me

along to the
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along to the Wentworth and I need hardly say that I

enjoyed myself thoroughly seeing you all again: especially

as, to my astonishment, neither your wife nor yourself

seemed a day older than when we last met. I should

honestly say younger. If anything# You must have fo\ind

the secret of perpetual youthj hut I expect really Its

because you're always busy and lead a full life; so many

people Just vegetate when they retire#

I expect somehow that It will not be long before

I'm back In Australia again - things move rapidly these

days -and I hope that you will all be able to come to

lunch or dinner with me next time# I was so rushed during

my recent visit that we never really got down to a talk#

With kindest regards from us both to yovir wife and

yourself, .

Yours very sincerely,

'f'' ,
(Signed) H.E. Maude.

Ir •; *
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I
M.v» "Sydney Star",

• « itolJiai »»( ' *o't 9th July, 1947#

J? ' • .

I cannot Imagine what you must think of me fior not

6'. \Jr having replied before to your very kind note of congrat-

n.'.' . • ulations on my recent confirmation. Or rather, to be

, V exact, I know only too well what you must be thinking (and

. it makes my ears burn).

;t However, I do have a few excuses; insufficient

though they may be. I refrained from replying at Tarawa

ett> ft : since I was extremely busy settling things up and knew

V* ' that I would be flying down to Suva by the plane which

"> » ' . - brought the mail: once there, I made certain of seeing

, rt u' /'u you (as indeed I did; at a distance)*

. r But once in Suva I went down, as you know, to one

J ; of Fiji's celebrated germs and spent all but the last few

, days of my stay in hospital; and the rest trying to fit

f V) t' in three weeks of work into three days. I did not forget

you, however, and rang you up in your office, but once you

were out and once engaged.

However, I am writing now to thank you most sincer-

V ' ely for your letter and for the extremely flattering and

rtf «Af« If i; untruthful remarks about myself which it contained.

. " e ' Heif^ ho for the open sea, we had a brutal time in

New Zealand, what with rain, cold, 'flu, bronchitis and

, goodness knows what; but all is now over and I sniff the
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, briny with delicious anticipation.

Never by any chance travel on a passenger boat if

you can go cargo. We are supremely comfortable with

t every luxury we could wish (cabin for two, Alaric next

door, private bathroom, etc.) and as there are only 23

other passengers there is plenty of room to move around

in. We have even a private sitting-room, in effect, for

no-one else seems to use the particular one we favour.

No doubt they think that we are the world's most consummate

snobs, but actually we're a bit shy.

I hear you'>6 a great secretariat specialist these

days. You'd better take care or you'll find yourself in

for a secretariat career like Paddy. Too much work and

too little exercise; one has to be tough to survive it.

I'm hoping that I shall succeed in persuading the

Colonial Office to let me tour England looking for a Colony

vessel for the 0. & B. We do need one so badly, but I

must confess that I havn't the remotest idea how one finds

hen nor, apparently, have the C.O., for they do nothing

about it.

We've not heard a word who^ the new Governor/High

Commissioner is to be but I expect that it will be out long

before this reaches you. I must endeavour to see hdn in

England, if I can, in order to Impress him in advance how

much more important the High Commission (and in particular

the G* & B.) side of his work is than anything connected
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J M#v. "Sydney Star",

9th July, 1947»

Sir,

With reference to telegram Saving No, 117 of the

28th May, 1947, from the Acting High Comialsaloner for the

Western Pacific to tii© Acting Hesldent Coitsmlssloner, Gilbert

and Klllce Islands Colony, regarding the payment of Oetentloh

Allowance in respect of my wife's residence in New Zealand

awaiting onward transport to the United Kingdom, I have the

honour to inform you that my wife and I embarked on the m,v.

"Sydney Star" on the 27th June* Owing to bad weather,

however, the vessel did not actually sail from Wellington

for Panama until the 1st July*

2* It would appear, from the terms of His Excellency's

savingram, that Detention Allowance la payable from the 14th

April to the 27th June inclusive and It would be appreciated

if the amount dua could be lodged to the credit of my account

with the Bank of Saw Zealand, Suva.

3, A copy of thia letter baa been forwarded to the

Secretary to Qovemment, Gilbert and Elllce lalanda Colony*

X have the honour to be.

Sir,

four obedient servant.

flDS <%ief deeretary,

I Western Pacific Connlssion,
Suwa, Fiji*

(Signed) H«£* Maude*

ll»E» Maude*



TE LE G R AM—SAVIN G.

From; Acting High Coomlssloner*

To Acting Reaident Conanisaloner, Gilbert and Ellice Islands
Colon5%

Saving No 117«> (Date) 28th May, 194.7^.
364 X109 46—4 rms.

Tour telegrssQ Saving No* 82 of 21 st April, Potention
Allowance Mrs* Maude. I appx'ovc the pa^nnent of Detention
Allowance in respect of Mrs. Maude from the Ih-th April (the date
of her arrival in New Zealand) until the date of sailing of idr.
and Mrs. Maude from New Zealand to the United Kingdom, assuming
this date to he not later than June 27th.

2. A Copsr of this telegram Saving has been addressed to
Mr. Maude, C/* Bums Philp and Company Limited, Auckl^d. Mr.
Maude will no doubt advise this office of the exact date, and
any other neoessaxy particulars of his claim, so that payment
can be made as requested to his bank in Suva.

Acting High Conniiosioner.
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The Church House,
Great Smith Street,

London, S.W.I.

28th August, 194-7«

Dear

I a copy of a letter I
have j^^^®ceived from Cartland touching
on the '^®^®^sation and Rehabilitation
Schemes the Gilberts, You will see
that he has Written privately to me and
has asked that I shoxild show you this
letter,

I should "be most grateful if you
cotild find time to let me have your comments
on the points he makes. I gather from
Harding in our Finance Department that
it is proposed very shortly to have a
talk about the Colonisation Scheme with
you, so it may be useful for you to have
Cartlsind's letter without delay.

Yours sincerely.

(P.D. Webber)

H.S. MAUDE, ESQ., O.B.E.



Copy
Tarawa,

Gilbert and Sllice Islands Colony,

V-»2aa:f;:a±£i-frc oi -.rrxl.t- v:_ . _.^^thjuly, 1947.,^^
.. • •••••• iy

Dear Webber, • VI ''j'''V.,!'."".V '-x." .V

.¥hen"I'rang you up shortly before leaving England you suggested
my writing to give you my impressions on the place and the job, I
have been here long enough now to have read throiigh the available
records and to have discussed the various land problems with,the
A,Op"i. whp have some knowledge of the people and, the general set-up.
However, before giving you my impressions I v/ish to ask a favour;
namely if you will be so good as to try to get me some papers on
land registration. They are the three written by Sir E.M, Dawson
and V,L..O, Sheppard and called "An Introductory Note on Registration
of Title to Land" (1929), "The Establishment of Registration"of
Title to Land" (1938)» ^-nd "Memorandum on Registration of Rights
to Land", The last xiamed was published by More's Ifodem Methods
Ltd,, 12 St, Bride Street, E.G.A., as an advertisement.for their
registration books, I have no idea from where the other two can be
obtained, but it occurred to me that the Librarian at the Colonial
Office might know. As regards meeting the cost, my father (c/o
Imperial Bank of India, 22 Old Broad Street," E,C,2,) would do that
unless the suppliers could wait till I received and settled their
bill. If none of the papers are obtainable, it might,be possible to
get hold of a copy of .Sir J,S, Wallace's "Principles of Land
Registration",

> • • a - .

"vVhat struck me most forcibly about this Colony is the direct
approach in administrative matters. By that I mean the way in which
officers deal directly with the individiial islander instead of throvjgh
the Native Government, This is possible on accoimt of the large
staff relative to population. The Admin, staff is c, 1:1,8CK), as
compared witli c, 1:58,000 in Nigeria, for example. One must make
allowance, of course, for the transport difficulties and the time
wasted by officers in moving and waiting to move around, but ^ still
feel that we are over-staffed, particularly for a grant-aided Colony,
The Ocean, Panning, Christmas and, thotigh to a lesser extent, the
Canton postings are virtually sinectires, with only a few ho\irs work
to do a month,

*

/ I found



I found it somewhat startling to discover, on discussing
current projects with Admin, Officers, that the Native Govt.'s
views are not known because they have not been consulted. There
is no doubt about the European officers being fond of the
islanders, but the prevailing attitude appears to be'that the
latter are children who are incapable of knowing what is best
for themselves or of managing their own affairs. This particularly
affects me in that it is going to make the Lands Commission job
unnecessarily (in my opinion) lengthy and laborous. For instance
it is seriously proposed that every single conveyance ani demise
shovild be yetted and confirmed by a Lands Commissioner! It'ls '
recorded that the Native Govts, "know relatively little about
land customs" and it is comidered that they cannot be entrusted
with the administration of land matters ab initio, even if a
dissatisfied party has the right of appeal to a L.C. • •

This stage of affairs is probably due, in part, to the low
standard of education of even the more advanced islandefs,. It
seems that not a single native df the Colony has evef reached
matriculation standard. The two who have been appointed A.Qo.
have not got the educational standard usually required of clerks
elsewhere. As for the local clerks, they are incapable" of doing
more than a little, slov/, inaccurate typing and keeping the
correspondence register. One finds oneself having to do'.much .
of the clerical work, which should not be the case after all
these years, I am told that before the v/ar there v/ere very
few locally domiciled clerks in Govt, service. The Admin, and
Treasury Depts, still enploy European - or rather non-native -
clerks, .

Another pecularity of the place is the way in which we
launch forth into far reaching policies without first collecting
accurate information and getting the facts straight. This seems
particularly so in the case of lands and resettlement (colonisation).
For exanple the latter scheme is based on the assunption that ttie
Colony is over-crowded, but no real attenpt has been made to
prove this. In para, 4I of the 10 Year Plan Report it is stated
that the "barren coral sandbanks" are "capable of bearing only a
strictly limited popvilation", No estimate of the population
bearing capacity of the land has been attempted, however. On

/ scratching
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scratching around for data on which to base such em estimate I
came across various calculations as to tlie average density of
coconut ti^es (per acre), yield per tree, etc. Virhich were made

• in connection with the assessment of compensation for war
damage. Correlating these with the S.M.O.'s approved scale of
diet and the average copra export for i93V'35» 1935/56, 1937/39,

* "it works-out that 1 sq, mile can support 520 persons. This is
with the land in its present state and a generous allowance is

" made for "village lay-outs and other non-productive (food) uses
of land,"but it presumes fairly equitable distribution; the
lack of v;hich is, I feel surOi at the root of all the present

' trouble". If the trees were paroperly planted and spaced out,
and old trees past full bearing were regularly "cut down to make
room for yoiong ones, a considerably greater poptilation could be
supported. This appears startling at first sight, but "barren"

• is hardly apt when used to describe land bearing the hi^ly
• ' productive coconut tree ard in point of fact the -people live
'-nearly as much off the sea as off the land, and the former is

"limitless. One of the A,Go, here informs me that in the- Indian
census of 1931 a population density of LfiSO per sq, mile was
given for Cochin, an area producing both rice and coconuts, but
mainly the latter, I find that difficult to believei I am not
s\jggesting that it is desirable to l"iave a population density
as high-as 520 even, but I feel that the question of optimum
density should have been considered and a conparison made with

' the actual density, when the case for over-population "was being put
for7,'ard.

Later on in the same para, of the Report it is stated that "on
several islands,,,, the density per sq, mile exceeds i+00". There
is a cens\is being taken at present and the officer conducting it
is trying to get information on the areas of the islands in order
to give population density figures, - He tells me that the figures

"• given in the Blue Book and elsev^iiere are merely rough approxima
tions and that Maude thought so little >of them when he did the

• census in 1931 that he left out popiilation density-calculations
rather "than xise them. It is strange that this kOO per sq, mile
figure should now be used, Similairly there are ho local records

•to cover the estimates of 6,000 awaiting the opportunity to
emigrate and of 76,000 land disputes awaiting settlement, vVhen
I went to see the .Secretary to Government about them he told rae
that they were "guesses", I think we should do better than that

/ before



before asking the British taxpayer to provide large sums (relative ^
to the population of the Colony) for resettlement. I ,recently
made a summary of the pros and cons regarding the case for over
population, and-I enclose a copy of my notes in case ,they should
be of interest to you, I have tried to examine the evidence as
objectively as possible." My conclusion is that the armaments
lead one to surmise over-population, but actually prove nothing.

. So far as I can discover there has been no approach to the
question from the angle of effective utilisation of the available
land. In the correspondence on land matters there has been
virtually no reference to fragmentation, excessive sub-division,
absenteeism and the other ills from which a land tenure system
may. suffer. Nor has there been any serious attempt to assess the
effect of customary land lav^ on the distribution of land and its
development. There is just the blind faith that if the ancient
land customs, purged of all practices which appear somevdiat immoral
by Buropean standaids, is rigidly adhered to all will come well.
This in spite of the fact that the la.nds situation has steadily
deteriorated throughout the period of British administration.
All the Admin. Officers with whom I have spoken are agreed that most
of the characteristics of a band land tenure system are prevalent
and that the land is not being used to anything like the best
advantage, even on the most thickly populated islands. Maude
himself was very concerned about the amount of waste land v/hich he
saw when flying over the atolls. I am getting the Lands Comms.
down to fact finding surveys while they study the language (it
has been ruled that they must not start lands settlement v/ork
until they have passed the language examination). Prom the
available data it seems, clear that the 800 or so who v;ere re
settled in the Phoenix before the war could have been absorbed
by Abemama and its two satellite atolls in the northern Gilberts
with the greatest of ease. , I think it would be most unwise to go
on with the resettlement of the Line Islands scheme until we have
nore facts and figuures. It appears somewhat anomalous to talk
about over-population ij^ile so much land is left unused, but the
survey may show that owing to allowance for draught periods and
for the requirements of future generations resettlement is
necessary. Alternatively higher imperial policy may decree it.
In either case I think it might well be fomd that, since the
communications are so much easier with Suva, it will be more
economical and preferable in other respects to run the Line Group

/ as
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*• . as £ separate Colony under the High Comm. v/estem Pacific,' '•
I cannot help feeling that Imperial policy must be behind the
whole business, since the case from the point of view of the
G, (S: E. is so flimsy and the. serious drawbacks "of spreading
the Colony across the Pacific so obvious that I do not see
how the scheme could.have got so far otherwise,

4 I do not like the way in which the rehabilitation of those
who'suffered war damage is being handled. The Y/ar Damage Claims
Commissioner is coming to make assessments for compensating
those who suffered war damage I vinderstand, but in the meantime
the S, of S, has been*, told that the natives of the six islands
affected require urgent rehabilitation and he has been asked
to produce £144,000 for the pvirpose. At the same time it has
been suggested that rehabilitation should be combined with re
settlement and the alleged destitutes on these six islands who
refuse to emigrate should have their "rehabilitation" payments
cut. It so happens that -these six islands are just about the
last from which resettlement would take placej It appears to
me that the,S, of S. only agreed to approach the Treasury for
Imperial funds for rehabilitation on the understanding that
the recipients were -without other sources of livelihood or means
of support. It can be categorically-stated that anyone -si^io
suffered any war damage -sThatsoever on these six islands was
encouraged to claim rehabilitation and no attengjt was made to
inquire whether they had other sources of livelihood,• Further
more recent inquiries have shovvn that there is-virtually no
destitution and where persons are living on the charity
of their relations it is almost invariably because they are.too
lazy or protid to go out to , lands -which other members of their
families could loan them, without inconvenience, while their
ovm is coming back into production, I jraalise it is a serious
matter to allege that the S, of S,'s instructions have not been
complied -with and tnat a largish grant (considering that only

- some 1,600 recipients are concerned) is being sought under more
or less false pretences, but I feel that justice should be done
to the British tax-payer, who has suffered enou^ in all con
science, and I am confident that what I have said is no more than

•' the truth, - .

As you will have' gathered, I am not altogether happy about
my job thotigh from every other point 'of view the set-up suits me

/ ' / very



very well. The climate is not too had, the Gilbertese ( I have ♦

not met many Sllice Islanders yet) are very pleasant to workV
among and it is a great advantage being able to have the wife
and children with me for a while. However, I do not wish to
remain in the job imless I can make something of it. If I, have
to tackle it on purely anthropological lines, which appears to
be indicated by the direction given me regar^ng "the absolute
and rigidunconditional adherence to custom at all costs", I
do not feel I shall be serving any useful purpose by staying
on, (An indication of the scanty regard paid to the "lands" and
"development" sides of. the job is the fact that the Department
has no file with correspondence re raapsi and-deep not possess
a single survey instrument!) I fully realise that any land code
not based on custom is virtually bound to fail, but I believe
that customary practices should be examined and judged in the
light of experience and when they are fomd to lead to undesirable
results, every effort should be made to persuade the people to
alter them. Similarly we shoxild not arbitrarily suppress,new
practices, which are not objectionable in themselves and which
have sprung up to meet present-day requirements, just because they
are not hallowed by ancient usage, I should like to treat the
islander more as an ordinary human being with every right to have
a say in his own affairs, than as an anthropological museum piece,
to be preserved in statu qvio tinder a glass .case. It is most
imfortunate that Maude had to depart on leave a few days after I
arrived,, Most of my danubts and queries concern policies which he
has advocated and it would have been very helpful if I had been
able to put them direct to him. Incidentally you may be seeing

-him while he is on leave and, if you have the time, I suggest that
3Pbu show him this, letter and so get the other si(fe of the picture,

I am afraid that this.letter is rather dismal and that I must
have already contracted the.local,disease of taking one's self too
seriously and losing one's sense of proportion. Mental horizons
are pretty narrow here and one is apt to forget how small and in
consequential these islands really are. I hope things are looking

at home and that you having a good sijqpper. If you have the time
to write I should be very glad to hear from you and to leam what
is going on in the old metropolis. The few people here who have
wireless sets seldom listen in to the news and our papers are all
about 3 months old by the time that we receive them so we feel
most frightfully cut off. Incidentally, when is the new Hi^

/Commissioner
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*

Commissioner vV,P, cum Governor Fiji going to be appointed. ?/e
have been speculating as to vjhether the \7hitehall file on the
subject has found its way into P.A. instead of B.U, !

With kind regards.

Yours sincerely,

;•• .-'1 -V- •
v-'
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SNGL0SUR3.

SiiniiTiory of arguments adduced in "proof" of over-
pQ-pulation with eoni..ents thei-'eon in parentheais.

Large nurabor of land disputes. This is held to
indicate much competition for land ov7ing to its
scarcity, ^rom what I have seen recoi'ded and heard
stated it is xnainly due to Native Courts and
/idministrative Officers not being allowed to deal with
such cases. There is a pronounced esoteric atmosphere:
only the initiated may adjudicate in land matters. At
the same time I understand that the Lands Gomiiiission
has only functioned for a matter of six months since it
was reconstituted in 1934. Another cause is the
islanders' proclivity for indulging in land disputes fa
want of a better pastime. Moreover recent estimates
based on the fev/ areas for which we have accurate
figures, show that the cases awaiting hearing are
likely to be far fewer than the JG^QO previously
estimated. See (g) in Appendix 3^/

2, Diminution of abortion and infanticide. It is
argued that the practice of,abortion and infanticide
in former times indicated over-population and that the
decline of these oractlces only serves to aggravate
the position, ^Tn those times warfare, and the general
insecurity of liie, and ignorance must hove prevented
the land from being used to the best advantage, A
population that might be considered excessive then
would not necessarily be so now, if proper development
.was carried out.

3. Former practice of parties setting sail in
seai'ch of new lands, which is described as land hunger,

may well have been due to maldistribution whereby

/some

"^"Abortion and Infontlcide are not invariably associated
with over-population, For exauiple they were common in
Papua, where land is plentiful.



some have insufficient land and inust migrate, not being strong
enough to purloin land from their neighbours. At the same time
others have surpliis properties; to dispose of which would be
a breach of bustorn, Mso this "setting sail" habit is not peculiar
to the Gilbertese and it occuEcedin other parts of "the world,
where it could not be attributed to land htmger. I'he motive is,
to s. large extent, the spirit of adventure and this may well Ivave
been instrumental in producing recruits for the pre-war resettle
ment scheme, fact that soaje of tlie settlers have now applied

' tjo return to their home islands in the Gilberts supports this
asstm^tion. If it were only a matter of land shortage they Would

• not ncAT wish to return: their desire^ is, horrever, quite imder^
standeble if the craving for adventure has Iseen satisfied,_y

4, Medical Departaient activities have reduced the death
rate, ^^This v-iould increase over-population if it already
existed and must be borne in mii^ when considering tlie lard
arequirementa of future generations, but of itself proves nothing /

5» l^re coconut trees, and therefore land, jjer person are
required now than in pre'-amcxation days, since, formerly the meat
of the nut waa only used for personal consumption whereas xiow it
is also required for EiftKing copra to pay tax an! to pz'ocure cash
for buying iicported goods, ^^The rorarks made on the arguments
quoted in paras, 2 and 4 above are equally applicable here, 7

6. "Owing to the inevitable inequality in the distribution
of in the Gilbert Islands, where individual a.vnership prevails,
I consider that several families co\ild be found on nearly every
island who are willing to emigrate," (Comndssioncr of Native
Lands' letter of the 19th of November, 1937,) /^.iis begs the
question whether inequality is dtie to individual oi-uierahip. Minor
inequalities are no doubt inevitable, but when they are on so
large a scale that extensive areas are left unused, being surplus
to the renuirementa of their owners, it is important that "tiie
cause should be examined. The former Ccmmissioner of liative Lands

puts it down to individual ownership, Ifiom his and kr, (now
Sir Arthur) Griiable'a writings on land custom I gather that there
is no stosolute individual ONUisrehip; only something like fee-tail.
An individual is allowed not more than life tenure of one or moire

/ of the
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of the family lands. Every obstacle is put in the way of the
conveyance of land from one family to another. This most
inflexible system of land tenure is most probably the cause of
the "inequality in the distribution of the land" and is itself
due to the fact that only pai-t of the customary land law lias been
retained, leaving an unbalanced residual land code. In pre-
annexation times there were numerous means whereby land could
pass from one family to another, (e.g. by conquest, as a penalty
for murder, theft, adultery, seduction, killing a domestic
animal or a servant, distrubing the surface of a grave. ^ Land also
passed voluntarily at marriage, at adoption, for fosteriiig a
child, for helping another family during a drought, for setting
bones or curing sickness, for long friendsiiip and concubinage,
for saving an old man from embarrassment or sinq>ly by being
solicited in a traditional manner. On riany islands land teing
sold for money or goods.) These have been supressed and i»thing
substituted in their place. Consequently the lands of a family
which wanes in numbers axe likely to become in excess of its
requirements, while those of a family A;?hicli waxes in racers become

- q\iite inadequate. thus have the paradoxical situation in which
•there is land-hunger while large areas are left mused (i.e.

ther« is not necessarily over-population,) J

• ^ -U' . "i
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M.v. "Sydney Star",

15th July, 1947.

Dear Sir,

I am taking the liberty of enclosing a few

official letters, addressed to various Governaient officers

in Fiji or the Western Pacific, and should be most grateful

if you would be so good as to forward them by air mail to the

High Commissioner for the Western Pacific in Suva, who will

arrange for the onwaawi transmission of those not addressed to

himself. The cost of this service is chargeable to the

funds of the Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony, throu^ the

Foreign Office.

I am sorry to have to trouble you with this request

and would not do so were it not that the letters concern

official matters of considerable urgency and that the ship

on which I am travelling is not, as I now learn, stopping at

Panma, so I uxiable to come ashore to attend to the

posting myself*

Youi's sincerely,
i!*?

'* (Signed) H.E. Maude.

Resident Commissioner,

Gilbert and Ellioe Islands Colony.

H*B.M*s. Consul,

Panama.
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I am taking the liberty of enclosing a copy of a

recent number of the Gilbertese news-magazine "Tero", in the

hope that it may amuse you for an hovir or two. We have a

similar production called "Tala o Tuvalu" circulating in the

Ellice.

Honor and I often wonder if you ever think of your

former Pacific Jllfenyi I expect so, for one doesn't easily
forget one's first love. We are still building up on the

foundations you laid so securely before you left, and althou^

I am now the person who actually had the privilege of

serving under you the local calandar still recognizes only two

Residents - Telfer Campbell and yourself - and all modem

administration dates from "ana tai tiiti Kurambo".

You would scarcely recognize the Colony now, with its

wireless station on every inhabited island (by the end of this

year), its little fleet of ships plying in and out of Tarawa,

its Savings Banks, employment scheme, co-operatives of all

descriptions and all the trimmings of a modem administration.

We are trying to speed-up ||^e rate at which we are

able to hand over the administration to the people themselves,

and have over 50 Gilbertese and Ellice Isl mders now at various

secondarv schools and

ll,v« "Sydney Star",

Curacao,

19th July, 1947.
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secondary schools and training institutions In Fiji (and hop«

have an average of about 10 at the xiniversity within a few

years)# But intensive modernization unfortunately requires

men and money and our European staff has reached a peak of 70

and the Estimates this year balance (or rather don't) at over

half a million as a result: I expect, however, to be able to

prune steadily from now on*

As the founder of "Lands Settlement" you will be

interested to hear that we have at length started to tackle

lands seriously, with five full-time European lands officers

and a determination to settle every dispute within 7 years by

straight-out lands settlement coupled with a colonization

programme designed to relieve population pressvire. Just at

the moment, however, we are all thrown into unutterable

confusion by a totally unexpected bolt from the blue from the

Colonial Office, who have in their ripe wisdom thou^t It best
project

to turn down the carefully thougiit out Government/for the

colonization of Panning and Washington (and certain islands in

the Fiji Group) in favour of a commercial speculation put up

IRS imm HSumfk by Lever Brothers by which parties of Gilbertese

will be herded on to their land in the Solomons as cheap labour*

Would that you were with us to fight it: for you know, as few

others can, what will be the fate of the Gilbertese in dax^c,

malaria and blackwater infested forests (I believe that one

early statement has it that they will have no outlet to the

sea}* ^"—^30 of Mr
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aea)» Shades of Mr Murdoch and the Guatemala experiment!

On the economic side, however, we have managed to

force the pace and now all commercial activity in the Gilbert,

Sllice and Phoenix Groups is in the hands of local native-run

Co-operative Retail Societies (organized by a full-time

Ce-operalXkve Development Officer) divided geographically into

6 co-operative districts, each of which elects a member on the

committee of the Colony C<JS^^orative Wholesale Society at

Tarawa, There is similarly a Co-operative Society handling

all manner of native village products and Co-operative Producers

Societies exploiting the copra plantations on Niulakita and

elsewhere. Bums, Philp and On Chongs have left and we hope

to have a democratically run commercial system which will, at

the same time, keep any profits made Inside the Colony, where

we need them for development. Protheroe, from Tonga, runs the

whole show - and runs it well, with a turnover this year

approaching half a million and a profit of over £40,000 (despite

the fact that the aim is service and not profit). We were

lucky enouf^ to buy two brand new trading ships for the show

from the Navy - each with space for about 250 tons of copra.

In administration the old Native Governments are still

going strong but we have burnt our boats and abolished I believe

130 native laws and island regulations, revising the whole code

more along the lines of local custom as it exists today. There

is no longer an^ curfew, for example, divorces are granted oh

the grc of
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the grounds of "of temperament", inter-island ]

travel (whether by canoe or ship) Is unregulated, and the

famous dancing regulations have gone (much to Mr Eastman*s

disgust).

Please forgive me for boring you with all this local

shop but Macdonald, whom you met when he was stationed at

Trlnadad, told me the other day that you would be Interested

to learn how your baby had developed and that many of the

Gllbertese still remember you well. Uautake, in particular,

you would be glad to meet now, as he never ceases to quote you

as an oracle and the standard by which the shortcomings of the

present staff may be measured: he used to be Chief Kaubure of

Tarawa in your time but now rejoices in the title of Government

"Adviser on Gllbertese custom" and perambulates arouzul Colony

headquarters the every epitome of a benevolent patriach, and

very proud of the B.E.H. ho got recently. Next year we hope

to have got headquarters removed to Abemama, when it is intended

to inaugurate the new "Council of Representatives* consisting

of 40 elected members from the various islands in the four

groups I and Mautake is to design and superintend the erection

of the gigantic maneaba to seat such an august body (the *toa*

of all maneaba). As you know, such woz^ is the function of

a member of the "maexnia" clan.

Holland is in charge of the Oceqn Islanders at Rabi

Island and seems very well, as doss his wifs: it must be the

first time she has been free from her migrane for vAars. The

Uarto'han Armmnml tv. Ytv
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Banaban oomnnmity, by an overwhelming majority, have eleoted

to make Rabl their future homeland, so the Colony has lost

them to Fiji. I flew there the other day to negotiate the

teims of transfer and felt quite sorry to think that I might

be seeing the old familiar faces for the last time (lete, Rewi#

Aurlarla and the others) thou^ I firmly believe that the rem

oval is for their own great benefit# I was interested to see

fcv.v-v that although they have been on Rabi for only a year, their

canniness and rugged individualism is paying good dividends

already, and they have now got over 70 Pijians from the mainland

working for them as wage labour#

I do hope that Blil^or and I may have an opportunity
f'

of seeing you and chatting over old times once again. Meanwhile

Honor has just said that I*m to give you her very best respects

to let you know that she often thinks of you and the old

days at Ocean Island. We walked round the phosphate workings

the other day, but felt like a couple of shades resurrecting

the scenes of a long-buried past. Scarcely anything you knew

still stands, and the new diggings steadily encroach on what is

left. Of the old ResidsMlK;^ we discovered three of the cement

steps still standing: that, and a few pieces of sensitive grass,

was all now left#

" y*-0.
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J>r J*L* Grumbrldge,
48, VVrentham Avenue,
London. N«W» 10.

M.v# "Sydney Star",

near Curacao Island,

21st July, 1947,

Dear Dr Grumbrldge,

I was delighted to receive your letter of the 14th

December and to learn that you were still in the land of the

living and, more surprising to me, still interested in the

Gilbert and Elllce Islands Colony. It arrived just as I was

in the throes of handing over preparatory to going on leave

so, being very busy, I postponed answering it until the voyage

home*

It was Indeed sad poor Mr Ross passing away so suddenljj

we were all fond of him. I hear that there is a new Stamp

Agent established at Ocean Island, but have forgotted his name

for the moment. We have such a large number of stamp enquiries

and orders in the Gilberts too, now that we have removed Colony

headquarters there, that I arranged for a Mr Schutz, of Tarawa

Island, to start a Stamp Agency. I am a bit dubious as to

whether he will be able to manage it successfully (he is a

capable business man but has no experience of the stamp trade)

but am hoping for the best. Government servants are not

supposed to vindertake the work (as a business, that is) and

nobody's wife was willing.

I am glad that you succeeded in contactEastmant



f
•" 2 »• i

he has now, unfortunately, left the islands for good {being

long past the normal age for retirement). He will stay In

Suva, completing a re-translation of the Bible into Gilbertese^

until the end of the year, when he plants to retiirn to England

and settle down; near Ipswich, I believe.

Mr Eastman unintentionally misled you in conveying tiae

impression that ray transfer to Zanzibar was a recent Sflient.

It took place in 1936 and did not last more than a few months.

Having made my home in the Islands and being qufiie^. devoid of

ambition to go elsewhere, I threatened to resign (even before

I got to Africa) unless I was allowed to return to the Gilbert

and Ellice Islands Colony. Since then I have several times

been bribed by tempting o* fors elseJijhere but they leave rae quite

unmoved. I have but one interest in life, the Central Pacific

Islands, and after over 20 years of living, breathing, thinking,

reading and writing "islands" the romance and beauty of island

life still grips me as it did when I first landNi||i it will

always be a mystery to me why people continae to live in such

places as England when they could live in a near approach to

paradise.

When I was a boy (at Highgate School) I read Robert Louis

Stevenson and vowed to live in the scenes described in "In the

South Seas". With that end in view, I went up to Cambridge

and took a degree in anthropology (specializing in the Pacific

Islands) and immediately applied for appointment to the

administrative service of the G. & S.I.G* (the onlv real "Sout^
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Sea Islands" service)#

Portiinately, I married a girl more "island struck" than

myself before I left England and since then we have never

wavered in our allegiance to our first love, the "Central Pacific

Equatorial Islands" of the Gilbert, Ellice, Phoenix, Line and
•»

Northern Cook Groups, thougji I have lived on I think 63 islands

scattered all over the Central and Eastern Pacific#

My particular pursuit is the collection of any scrap of

information bearing on the Central Pacific Islands, to which

end I have been steadily obtaining for some 20 years every

book, article, pamphlet or mss* MswMyitog. on the islands. The

hdbby is not entirely without point, as I have already published

several monographs on various island topics (mostly for the

Government) and hope to retire before long in order to spend

the rest of my life in writing an exhaustive reference work on

the area*

Anyway, all this rather boring background study Is by

way of assuring you that I am only too willing to provide you

with any infomation I am able on the Colony, and neighbouring

groups, so do not spare your questions#

As regards the particular matters mentioned in your

letter,-

(1) No, we do not propose to settle Birnie, McKean or Phoenix,
as they are so small that the largest could not support
more than, say, five families, even if fully planted, I
have given them, as tributoj^y Islands, to the inhabitants
of Hull, Gardner and Sydney (Orona, Nlkumaroro and Manra#
respectively, the idee being that they should be planted
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and used for the oommon benefit of .the vhole community•
We planted 600 coconuts on Bimie i9»-1938 but I have not
seen or heard whether any came up« The others remain
unplanted to date and I am thinking of re-allocating
them to be exploited by some of the more hard-pressed
Gilbert Islands#

(2) We have never had a Post Office on Enderbury, since no
British subject has resided there since about 1870, when
the last of the local guano was exported# The Americans
put 4 part-Hawaiians, in charge of a Chinese-American,
there about 1938 to run a sort of weather station, but
they have long since left and the island is quite unin
habited.

(3) I'm afraid that its quite impossible to say from official
records when the various Post Offices were opened in the

'Obibonyj all our records were destroyed by the Japanese#
However, I hope some day to send someone around endeavour-
ing to ascertain the dates from the local Island Govern
ment records (if any) or from oral statements# I am
as much interested in the matter as you are#

(4) The only changes in Post Offices that may be in the
offing concern Niulaklta, Flint and Caroline Islands,

•• . as In each case I hope to work the island plantations
by means of co-operative producers groups^ who would
very possibly tura Into permanent colonists# The grovq?
(from Valtupu) who are to work Nlulakita have already
commenced production and theire must now be some 30-40
residents on that island. This Information, however,
is not for publication, as matters are far from finalised
yet and I have not even begun to think of postal facil
ities# I might try and get some cancellation staBq;>8

'/ • made in England while I'm here, as they take a long time
if ordered from Australia (witness the Phoenix Islands
settlement, where we were forced to Indulge in pen-
cancellations, owing to the non-receipt of ttie cancell
ation stamps, ordered some time before). Perhaps you
would like first-day covers from the new Post-offices,
if and when opened?

^J^^psjtw^ay I ask you for one or two favours in return for the

above information?j-

(1) Could you possibly let me have a list of articles, ete»«
on the Colony which have appeared in the philatelic
press? I will then have the issues bought or, if this
is not possible, the articles or excerpts copied or
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photostated• I believe that I am pretty eon^jlete to
about 1955y or at least up to the time of publication
of Harris* Catalogue of Philatelic Literature, but have
lost track a bit since then# Altogether I have about
10 philatelic articles of various sorts.

(2) I am anxious to purchase a complete collection of Colony
stamps. Not that I am a stamp collector, but I have
collections of almost anything connected with the Colony
and its history and stamps are certainly an interesting
aspect. Could you advise me how to set about it?

(3) I have about £100 worth of mint Colony Victory issue
stamps and 500 Fitcaim Island first-day covers. How
could I best sell them in this country, supposing they
are saleable? Would they fetch their face value, do
you think?

I expect to be about 3 months in England before returning

to the Pacific and possibly we could meet some time when I am

in London. I flew home last year on Government work (Tarawa

to London, via the Marshalls and Hawaii^in 9 days) but other

wise I have not been in England for some 11 years, so I*m

afraid I do not know my way about at all. Actually, I have

been rather dreading coming home, after the peace of the islands,

and shall, I expect, be very glad to leave again. My address ,

is •—

C/o Lady Maude,

Loretto,

Candle,

3t« Peter Port, Guernsey,
»

Channel Islands!

and if there is any information I can possibly give you, or any

other service I can do, please write and let me know*

You say that you would like certain official notices
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sent to you. This could probably be done all ri^t if you

let Die know the type. The Colony Government {which now has

70 Europeans and about 1,000 natives on the staff) turns out

a fair collection of official matter, including the official

Gazette (published in Suva and mostly concerning staff moveiaaaaita

and legislative amendments). Blue Book, Annual Report, Civil

List, two monthly vernacular news^-magazines and all sorts of

special Depai'tmontal and other reports: but posslbl|r you only

want data relating directly or indirectly to postal issues?

The "acting" went last year and I am now in charge of

the Colony, for better or worse. The whole administration

has changed (and expanded) a good deal since the war and, among

other things, we have taken over all the commercial activities

of the foimier trading flii|g; but it is a long story and I must

stop^aa we are in sight of Curacao.

I see I have a number of Oilbertese postmarks with me

{my wife packed them, why I can't think as they belong to my

collection at Tarawa) and you may care to glance through them

some time in case there is one missing from yoxir collection.

fours sincerely,

(Signed). H.E. Maude. '

H.E. Maude.

h
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M.v. "Sydney Star",
Curacao Island,

;> »f)iOU R. ;- 21st July, 1947,

Colonel A. Grey,
Fort d*Auvergne, • : r; f I y '
Jerseyt Channel Islands»
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Dear Colonel Grey,

Your letter of the I3th February arrived at Tarawa

just as I was about to leave for Fiji# Since then I have

been rather busy with official work which took me to

Australia and New Zealand. The voyage home, however,

gives a breather to catch up with a tide of private corres

pondence which has been rising steadily for the past few

months•

At the same time as your letter (we had not had a

mail for some three months) there arrived a number of

envelopes returned by the Post Office in Jerseyj evidently

the first set which, I see from the postmarks, my Secretary

sent to you on the 22nd December* Sou had left the

Normandie Hotel when they arrived in Jersey, apparently

without leaving any forwarding address: or else the Hotel

authorities deserve a good talking to for the good of their

The five envelopes I enclose are all I can find in

mj suitcase, but others may have been slipped in elsewhere

In the hurry of departure* If so, I«ll send them on to

you idaen I come across them on unpacking in Guernsey* I

4

i
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don't juat know how Mlsa Dodds did the envelopes, so flun't
-Tr>

say how many are missing (if any).

My address while in Guernsey will hoj«»
• . . „ • - ,A. • ,

Loretto,

Candie,

St Peter Portf

and I expect to dump my wife and son there as soon as we

arrive in England. Unfortunately, however, the Colonial

Office do not leave me alone for long, even on our rare

holidays (this is our first long leave for 11 years), and

I had a telegram yesterday telling me to fly to Australia

as soon as I land in England. I should not be away more

than a month, I hope, as I am anxious to get at least 2

months in England before leaving for New Zealand for the

antipodean summer.

wife's sister married a Voisin so we have plenty

of relatives in Jersey and expect to fly over for a few

days visit at least. I presume that there is a frequent

service from Guernsey.

Its a pity the Jersey post-office seem to have

ruined some of your envelopes with their clumsy franking

stampj however, if you want some more done and can afford

to walthuntil my return to the islands some time next year,

just send me the stamped addressed envelopes and I'll post

them. Or if your in a hurry I can have them done by some

friend up there.

Yours slnp^elyi
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The Residency,

Tarawa Island,

Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony,

Central Pacific,

2l8t July, 1947,

The Scribe E,
Loloma Royal Arch Chapter,
Box 40, G,P«0«,
Suva, Fiji.

'̂ 'Itear Sir and Companion,

Referring to your letter of the 11th March, I

attach a cheque for Bl, Is, 0d,, being my dues as an

Overseas member of the Loloma Royal Arci^iChapter to the

30th September, 1948,

Yours faithfully and fraternally.

(Signed). H.E. Maude,

H«E« Maude,



/ f
Inijal Ard| (Sliajit^r

»• . ' No. 281 S.C.

PRINCIPAUS :

M. Ex. Comp. j_ pgpV-JOHNSTON.

Z.

M. Ex. Comp., ff ,™ ^ E''- COTIP.,
NOEL LEVY, [( [HT B F- E. M. WARNER.

Dear Sir and

By authority ' Principals I herehy
convoke the Clu^^ _ ^ at the Masonic
TTall, Suva,

at 7.30 p.m. precisc^ii'' " ^ ^
V >

Yours fait^P'̂ P fraternally,
A. b.

Arrears of Dues : £

Dues to 30/9/47 £

Total £

40, G.P.O.

^ARRACK, P.Z.
^erihe JU.

: /b: jQ

'• 7t> '• -i?

A.
I

• lA-'



SuBiurjaa:

1. To open the Chapter.

2.—To read and if approved confirm the minutes of

the last Convocation.

3.—Consideration of Correspondence.

4.—To pass accounts for payment.

5. 5pc# ballot tor

Bro* 4* Drown
IC*M» ot l(0d£0 of Fid* 193"^ £*C*

Dro* .v« F» Wotflon
of I*odgo of Fldi 193*} £«3*

6* To Rooelvo an^ fix&lt 3 of the
following :•

Bro« C«^« Anderaon
Bro» A* Severy
Bro* D* Q» Loolcwood
Bro* F* C. atudmsn
Brom M* J* Bey
Bro# F* C» Gooeh -
Bro* F« K* Beoher

7« Saeh other basinese ee edmitteA
by if«£*b*

6, «• 0lM« the Oheyter

Usual plac^,
Chapter of Rehearsal

Usual time. / . .



Loloma Royal Arch Chapter
No. 28 1 S.C.

SUVA, Fiji Islands,

_-_11 _Ma r ch.j, 1 194_

Sir" and Corapaaion,

In reply to your enquiry dated

th, December, 19U6, I am pleasedto state you have already

^n transferred to "Overseas Member" of this Chapter,

Your dues will now be 10/6 annually

from the 1st. October, 19U6.

Greetings from the Principals and

^%panions of the Loloma Royal Arch Chapter No, 281 , B.C.

Yours faithfully and fraternally,

p.z.

Scribe E.

H.B. £84.

Resi'̂ ®'̂ ^ ^^^niisaioner,
TAEAWA* Gilbert and Ellice Islands.



Siobg? of iSoyal Ark iMannrrs anJi

Qloonril of Kntgl^ta of tl|r IrJi dlrosa

Itolliru unthin tlir IGoloma iSogal Arrli
(Ehaptrr. No. 2bi bm.

i •
N. N. M.

H. J. S. J. L. J.

Suva, _

Dear Son and Sir Knight,
You are fraternally requcfited to attend a

Eegular Meeting of this Lodge and J^uncil to he
held at Freemasons Hall, Suva, on.

at 7.30 p.m.

By Order of YLC.N. M.E.C.

Iteeorder and Chaneellor.

Br. <& Sir

Lodge of Bchearsal, usual place (md-trme. "Y
"a"

^7



SltStttfSH.

C oivawTw44«a—of-M-rmTtPJ?.

•Jo _
To Ballot rf-..
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/• To confer degree of

Iloyal Ark Mariner
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To confer degrees of

Red Cross Knights

Presentation of Diplo

Proiiositions,

General Business.
y'
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M,v, "Sydney Star",

Slat July, 1947.

Thank you so much for your kind letter on my

appointment as Resident. YoiSlfsay that it was obvious

that I would get the job: not to me, it wasn^tj I always

f^t certain « rather to'The' High"Conralsailer'*1s"a:ntra(^^^

ment - that it would be given to someone transferred froja
outside the Pacific. I cannot but admit, however, that •

I should have hated to have seen someone else take over;

however good he might have been.

Your present post must seem peaceful enou^ after

the hectic storms of being P.S. to the divinity who shapes

our ends: hut you of the Colonial Office must be nothing

-li! ^ , tn hy the Llst Sent. US every
month, yQ^ ^21 seem to spend your time being moved aroiuad

like a chess. I see that you have the iask of

fitting everyone into the new accommodation at Church

housej a proceeding which could, one imagines, be the cause

of much grief and anguish among Heads of Departments whose

floor space has been decreased.

Your letter arrived (we had not had a mall for 3

months) just befors I left Tarawa on leave, so I brought

It with me to answer on the voyage. Now we are passing

throu|^ the West Indiss •• sconss of your formsr drinking

sessions •• and ths heat of the tropics again stimulates me
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to active workJ curious how coraatoae one get^ In C$ttd

weather^ I never do a stroke#

jDo you mind if I come and worry you for a hrlef

space when I get to London. I have been briefed to get

one or two matters settled with the C.O* during my leave,

to wit:-

(1) the purchase of B'annlng and Washington Islands for
immediate settlement, from a C.D. & W.P. grantj

(2) the resumption of Christmas Island from its former
lessee;

(3) the purchase of the much-needed Colony vessel}
(4) the selection of an Assistant Treasurer, Savings

Bank Officer and Government Storekeeper;

(5) the incorporation of Flint, Caroline and Vostok
Islands within the boundaries of the Colony; and

(6) the political future of Pitcalrn Island.

I realize that none of these things exactly fall within

your province, but you know (being the Establishment

Officer) what a rabbit warren the 0.0. is and I*m sure

you could guide me in each case to the only man who could

deal with that particula|^roblem. I see that Robinson

is no longer in International Affairs but in charge of

West Africa (of all places) so you are my only hope* I

was solemnly warned in Fiji to go to A or B about each

point (but not to C^or D, who were obsti^ctionlsts) but

as I cannot now remember the names of either the co-operators

or the obstructionists all the well-meant advice was rather

wasted.

A telefl^ram arrived from aiflebnf.hnm vAef-erdev
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that I should be ready to fly back to Australia (where I

was staying last month) as soon as I arrived in England.
I ezpeot, and most sinoerelj hope, that you'll be coming
too: indeed, you may have already gone for all I know.
I must say I'm quite looking forward to it and trust that
something is settled this time. „ posaible, I feel
strongly that Pltcalm Island ahoin^ k ^

anould be dealt with at the
sa.ne time; for, between you and mm.

we are making rather
a mess of things there and the laio ^

island seems to be just
nobody*8 darling. One cannot

reel sorry for the
wretched people, compelled to surf^iier through official
indifference,

Ky wife and son are wltj^
, once again, will

require diimping - this time « h

- if and when Igo to Australia, However, thi

they can now go and spend long^j, ^suits them as
would otherwise be possible. ^han

to New Zealand before the wint^j. set back
Hoping to see you agaij^^^"'

^ e.
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' , Central Pacific,

The Residency,

Tarawa Island,

Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony,

21st July, 1947,

The Hon, Secretary,
The Anthropological Society of N.S.W,,

Australian Museum,
Collepre Street. Sydney, N»S,Wo

'• 1 .

t

Dear Madam,

With reference to your letter of the 17th September

last, I attach a cheque for £1» 10s* Od», being my subscr*

iption to the Anthropological Society of New South Wales

for the years 1946^ 1947 and 1948.

Yours sincerely.

(Signed). H. E. Maude.

•7 %

H.B. Maude*

^ ^l}

^ ..ui
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TOe^,^ntf)ropoIogical of Jgeto^outf) l^ales;

r ( >jr-
(affiliated with the AUSTRALIAN ANTHROPOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION)

H.E. Maude Esq.,
Western Pacific High Oommission,
Suva,
FIJI.

Pear Sir,

AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM

COLLEGE STREET

SYDNEY, N.S.W.

17th. September,1946

I have your letter in reply to mine of 9th. April last

and am pleased to note that you aire rejoining the Sooietjr. The annual

subscription is lo/- which you may forward to.either the undersigned or

to Mr. F. D, MoOarthy, Hon. Treasurer, c/o The Australian Museum, Collie

Street, Sydney.

164 Prince's Highway,
ar::oliffe. h.s.w.

t

• y

'h. g

I am, '•

Yours Sincerely,

Hon.Secreta]
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M.v, "Sydney Star",

. Curacao Island,

21st July, 1947,

Rev. A.M. Chirgwln, M,A*, P.D«,
Livingstone House,
Broadway, Westminister,
London. S.W.I, -- ^' n

O:1;

fj -J'

Vfjr.-/ • f»r

fiO' ck;' o 'c-

tw: "yi-i C'-J

f '

• ' • ' I k}',

aO' r.nf-ir,^

•alX«a*A I

^imj erslkn

C '•

Dear Mr Chlrgwin, v'

Thank you very much for your letter of the 24th

Pebmiary conveying the congratulations of the Directors

of the London Missionary Society on my recent appointment

as Resident Commissioner of the Gilbert and Ellice Islands

Colony* Your considerate action in sending me this note,

not to speak of the rather flattering references to my

endeavours to promote Mi3sion«>Government harmony, are most

sincerely appreciated and I hopo that the excellent relations

which have now for so long existed between the two organ

izations may continue throughout my stay in the Colony*

I have always held Colonial Government service to

be, like Mission service# a true vocation - a call to

dedicate one*fl life to the service of a primitive people*

The administration must, theref®^®* co-operate to the full

with all other organizations having a like aim (though

they may be working from a dlff®'̂ ®'̂ ^ angle)* And, in

the Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony, so much can be done

by the Mission and the administf^^^on# co-operation.



I"

• ( .

U)

T

- 2 -
I

» which neither can achieve single-handed#

It was, of course, a hitter blow to us all when

the much-loved Sadd was murdered, and I hear that the

Mission is about to sustain a further loss in the retire

ment of the Eastmans# I hope, therefore, that your

headquarters are sending out \irgently required reinforce

ments» a missionary, a teacher-training expert, and a

layman accountant-storekeeper are the minimum requirements,

in ray opinion, and the Government will pay the salary and

expenses of the second#

I paid a brief visit to England last year, flying

both ways, and took the opportunity of calling on your

Foreign Secretary, the Rev# Leonard Hurst# I hope to be

able to pay a repeat visit when I next come up to London

and should like, if I may, to state a few personal views

on the staffing, salaries and conditions of service in the

Gilbert Islands Mission and the oft-recurring problem of

a European missionary for the Ellice Islands# I realize

that these matters are not really any affair of but

sure that the observations of a well-wisher long

resident in those remote parts will not come amiss#

Unfortunately, however, I have Just received a

telegram from the Colonial Office directing me to fly to

^stralia on urgent business as soon as I reach England,

so my call must perforce await my return#

With renewed thanks to the Directors of the Society

and yourself.

u



yr^^4th' Fe>rua^3t.,.1947,

His Honour the Resident Commissioner,
H. E. I'aude Esq.., 0 .B.E. ,
Tarawa,
The Gilbert & Ellice Islands Colony.

2 5 mr
o

Hear Mr. Maude,
A letter from the Rev. G. H. Eastman of Beru has brought

the information that you have now been definitely appointed as
Resident Commissioner of the Gilbert & Ellice Islands Colony.
I want immediately in the name of the Directors of this Society
to extend our very warm congratulations on this v/ell deserved
appointment and to say with what gratification this information
is received here at Livingstone House. You have been so close
and good a friend of the Gilbertese people, as well as of this
Society, that your appointment as Resident Commissioner is a
matter of the greatest possible interest. Ue hope that you will
have many years of service fully satisfying to yourself and richly
fruitful to the people of the Colony.

I gather from Mr. Eastman that you are likely to be in London
later in the year. I hope that it will be possible for you to
find time for a call here at Livingstone House, My colleague.
Rev. Leonard Hurst, who is our Foreign Secretary for the Pacific,and
also for India, is at the moment in the latter country, but he will
be back in the course of a month or so, so that he will be here to

•welcome you^I trust,on your arrival.
With warmest good wishes,

Yours very sincerely,
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The Residency,

Tarawa Island,

Gilbert and Elllce Islands Colony,

Central Pacific.

21st July, 1947.

The Secretary,

European Civil Servants Association,

Pljl and Westem Pacific,

Suva, FIJI.

Dear Sir, '

I attach a cheque for 10/», being my

subscription to the Eui^opean Civil Servants Assocla-

tlon for the year ending the 30th J\me, 1948#

Yours faithfully,
I

(Signed) H.E. Maude.

H.E. Maude.

j ryy c ..i' n

• • , , :
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Telep;rarn.

To: H.E. Maude, m.v, "Sydney Star".

From; Mr Sidebotham, Colonial Office, Downing Street, London.

Rec'd: 22nd July, 1947. 21st July. 1947.

We may have to ask you to fly to Australia shortly after

arrival here in connexion with issues you were studying

during your visit to this office in February, 1946. Please

call Colonial Office earliest possible on arrival United

Kingdom. Please acknowledge.

Sidebotham.
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Telegram.

To; Mr Sldebotham, Colonial Office, Downing Street, London.

Prom: H.E. Maude, m.v. "Sydney Star".

23rd July, 1947.

Ready fly Australia any time required. Will contact

you on arrival London approximately August second.

Maude.

... .
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M,v» "Sydney Star",

23rd July, 1947.

Dear Major Holland,

I distinctly remember you asking me at i^abi whether

I had received a letter from you on my confirmation as

Resident - and I replied that I had and thanked you for It

there and then# Indeed, however, I could not have for It

has appeared (dated the 25th February) among a pile of

letterslaent on from somewhere or other and hitherto un

answered.

May I thank you now, belatedly but none the less

sincerely, for your kind congratulations which I need

hardly say are more appreciated coming from yourself than

from anyone else. It was ever you who befriended me when

I was a shrinking Cadet, refreshed my rather Idealistic

outlook on Colony affairs and prevented the develop^fment

of the cheap cynicism to which I am prone when things go

wrong. And now, put of the whole administration when I

came, only you and I are left, and the others (who add up

to quite an astonishing number) are all either dead or

scattered.

I wrote to Mrs Holland as soon as I got on board

to thank her for the lovely time I had at Rabl with you

all. I'm afraid I was a good deal exhausted after a

strenuous month trying to finish off everything at Tarawa
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(Indeed, I went to hospital as soon as I returned to Suva)

but I certainly did enjoy myself, and particularly the

"elections". Taking all In all, things went off a lot

better than I had anticipated, considering that the Govern

ment Insisted on the Banabans being attacked bull-headed

by Kacdonald and myself, and not slowly and calmly over a

long period by yourself, as both you and I had recommedded.

However, as I emphasized In my report, the hours of patient

explanation and propaganda which you had evidently put In,

coupled with the new happiness and prosperity of the

community since your advent (the more spectacular, when

contrasted with the miseries of the previous regime) were

factors sufficiently weighty to turn the scales despite the

crudity and haste of the final approach.

The Colonial Office must have found out where I am

for we've Just had a telegram Instructing me to be prepared

to fly to Australia (a conference at Canberra) as soon as

I land in England. I flew there last month from New

Zealand so will have been round the world In 2 months If

the trip materializes* It always amazes me (when I stop

to think) how nonchalantly one files to the other end of

the world these days.

I do hope that your wife keeps In good health (I

hadii*t seen her so well for ever so long) and Barbara too.

I am still a bit stiff after our ride but It should wear

off after another month or twol
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Once again many thanks for your kind and inspiriting

letter* I pray that I shall prove, in the event, worthy

%fl your faith in my ability to be of service to the Colony
as Resident; but you set rather a high standard, you know*

However, I shall certainly try and there's no knowing what

one can do when really refreshed by a long leave.

Yours very sincerely.

(Signed) H.E. Maude.

••'h;
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Dear Sir Albert,

I am writing to convey our most grateful thanks

to you for all your multitudinous acts of kindness during

our recent stay In New Zealand: no-one could have possibly

helped us more than you did and I am afraid we came to

rely on you to get us out of every kind of difficulty.

Your choice of the "Sydney Star" has certainly proved

most felicitous for I can never remember travelling on a

more comfortable ship before. Our chbln Is unexpectedly

roomy, we have a large private bathroom, Alarlc Is very

happy next door with two other boys and all the other

passengers are nice people. Being a cargo boat there Is

plenty of deck space and we have discovered a small

sitting-room (away from the main rooms) which we have

almost monopolized, I only hope that we can come back

by the same line, but that Is really too much to expect*

We both called on Mr Rowlands when we were In

Wellington and he was very good to us, even sending Honor

some flowers the day the ship left, I do not think that

he Is connected with the Blue Star Line, except Indirectly

through the meat business, but no doubt he wields consider

able Influence: several of the other passengers are

connected with Vesteys,

It looks as If the Colonial Office are not going to
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let us have our leave In peace, even after 11 years, for

I had a telegram the other day instructing me to be

prepared to fly to Australia as soon as I arrive in

England# I do not think that I should be long there,

however, and presumably they will fly me back to England

to commence my leave when it is over# One imagines that

it is some conference on the islands and, if so, I would

not like to be out of it for, as you know, politicians,

are often hopelessly ignorant about the Central Pacific

Groups#

The only drawback about cargo boats is the fact

that they do not, except by good fortune occasionally,

enable one to go ashore anywhere en route# The "Sydney

Star" is no exception in this respect; for we rushed

through the Panama Canal without stopping and took a load

of fuel at Curacao late on a Sunday night# However, we

didn't so much mind as others, since we had seen both

places before.

I have your kind letter before me in which you

congratulate me on my appointment as Resident Coiiimlaslonar#

I did not reply to it in writing, as perhaps I should have

done, since it arrived as I was about to leave Tarawa and

I knew I should be seeing you# Anyway, may I now reiterate

the verbal thanks I expressed when we met#

I suppose that you will have returned from your

visit to Rabi and Ocean Island long before you receive
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this and trust that everything vent off all right and that

you found the Banabans well and happy, I have a feeling

that there will be a lot of travelling on the part of the

Banabans at first, between Rabi and Ocean Island, but that

this will gradually decrease as the former place becomes

more and more home to them. It is understandable that at

first nostalgia will call them powerfully to Banaba but I

am confident that in years to come It will call no less

powerfully to Kabl: even i^w, to most of the younger

folk, Rabl Is the true home.

Honor asks me to thank you. In particular, for

sending the young man with a car to get her to the train

when she left Auckland, They only Just caught It, as It

happened, owing to the ferry returning from Devenport

without taking any cars on board.

Once again, thanks ever so much for all your help

and hoping to see you before the end of the year.

With our kindest regards,

Yours very sincerely,

(Signed) H.E. Maude.



t

^ !
> • dilworth building

queen STt^Eg.^ '
AUCKLAND, c'l

H,E. Maude, Esqr., M.B.E.,
Gilbert & Ellice Islands Colony,

Via SUVA.

30th Ja

1947.

Dear Mr. Maude, •

By recent letter from Mr. Gaze I le^j,
you have been appointed Resident Commissiojier. Please th
hearty congratulations on this well earned nromotion.

my

In response to a letter from Mrs. Mg
at Tarawa 20th ultimo, we have been inquiring regardirig^^® dai-
from Ocean Island to New Zealand and on to England, ar^.
if possible by Jime. If®

there
As regards Ocean Island to this coi:^^..

have been in touch with Mr. Gaze and passages are resej;.!^^, j
you per "Trienza" due to leave the Island during secon^j fo-
April for this port. Passages from here to England hqy ha;i_j. ^
as yet been secured though Mr. Bissett has consulted ^ot
shipping companies. In the case of each sailing there ^
long viaiting list and the matter is difficult. In vl^^® a
however, of the urgency of your movements I feel sure -j-v*
something can be arranged by the date you arrive here,
Blue Star Company offered accommodation by the "Brisban_^^
leaving about 10th April but that date was too early ^tav^i,
We have asked them to keep you in mind for the next ve^ >0^^
which they anticipate will be early in May. As soon *
have anything definite I will advise you by radio messg^p,
Meanwhile the following is being sent to you at Tarawa I®♦

"Passages reserved for you Trienza due leave Ocean
Auckland second half April prospects obtaining i>as5g^
Blue Star vessel early May"

Later.

Since writing the foregoing I have
speaking by 'phone to Mr. Rowlands the head man out here 5
the Blue Star Line. He is just back from England so i 4-
an early opportunity of telling him of your- requirements.
has met you, he says, and is very definitely out to do ail
he can to help.

I have mentioned other news in the
ing letter to Mrs. Maude.

With kindest regards.

Yours sincerely.

^^^onipany.
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

Gentlemen,

I have to inform yon that I arrived in the United Kingdom

on the 2||c[ AugUBt» ^^47 absence from the

Government of Gilbert and Ellioe Islands Colony.

I disembarked from the S.S. "Sydney Star"

port of I^ndon on the gnd August# ^^47 '

and until further notice my address will be*

"Loretto"# Candia#
St Petar Port#

Guenbsey#
Channal IslaBda#

My appointment is that of Reaident C<«BiBBioner#
Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony.

I am.

The Crown A^enis for the Colonies.

Gentlemen,

Yours faithfully,

Mk.

17. 4,000/10/45. W. & S. Ltd.
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Dear Mr. Maude,

CRUTCHEO FRIARS

^

5th. August, 1947.

I have received from Sydney letters from
Mr. Burns and Mr. Mitchell in which they express the hope
that I may he able to have a talk with you.

I trust that you have had an enjoyable
trip and that the rooms engaged for you at the Mayfair are
to your satisfaction.

Kindly let me kno?/ when and where I
could meet you. If convenient to you, I think perhaps
this office will be the best piaba.. Any day next week
and any time would suit me if you v5ill let me know.

H. B. Maude, Esq.,
The Mayfair Hotel,

Mayfair,
LONDON. W.l.

. ;'r,

•...it
✓

r

T.

t

I'

A. K. MACKINTOSH.
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' y.'.N Candle,
St. Peter Port,

GUERNSEY, C.I.

\Sir,

"i,-^ • - I have the honour to .ihfom you ' .,
,;..W\-v'.

that I arrived In the United Kingdom on the

2nd Augu8t^l947» on leave of absence from the

Government of the Gilbert and Ellico Islands

. Colony and that, until further notice, my address^ ' -

will be as above.
••-•••. .r--. - •• •* . •".•'• •• .. • 'v\'

A copy of this letter has been

• * V

••

' i-V' t-- • '.
iv

: : >? •

•'

•V > •V ;

'•^•}^ :V---

•V t'ip .s ,.
vv,'. .^, .

•V*:/. '

:^^:k V-"''forwarded to the Acting Resident Commissioner

of the Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony.
,-i. .r-tfi-( •••r"-.

• "I ^•' •/• ••- •" •*••'>
'> "••• •••••";,,'. ..

••; _ .IT -., . . '̂1
"• '•* • ' • -V* •• •'-•v..*' '•'. ' ''

" W •' . ..• 14- .

,.i •!

•%
.:.••• -T • "T .v_Wv . : ,• •';•• >. •,

/.l.^ ' •vr -4 •-
,<®lsned) H.E. Maude.

I' •' '.^ ""
/Ik.-'

I have the honour to be^.

Sir,

Gilbert and El Hands'colony.
_i-:' ^

your obedient Servant,
'-•at'

Resident Commissioner,

A./.

• •
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diltk/s,

"Loretto",
Candle,

St Peter Port,
Guernsey, Channel Islands.

15th August, 1947,

. Thank you for your letter of the 13th, I shall be

•ery glad indeed to have the opportunity of a talk on

cooperative affairs In the Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony,

and I am optimistic of Interesting you In our little problems

since our cooperative movement Is relatively of long standing

and virtually the whole commercial life of the community la

In the hands of wholesale or retail cooperative societies:

probably to a greater extent than anywhere else In the world,

I expect to be In London by midday on the 213t and will

get In touch with you by telephone as soon as I am free of

Sldebotham and others, who are anxious to brief me In connexlo

with Canberra Conference matters. I understand that I am

due to leave for Australia by LancastiCfean a,m, on the 24th

and do not as yet know the approximate date of my retumj 'lilut

no doubt we shall be to fix some mutually convenient

time for a discussion on either the 22nd or 23rd,

H.E, Claude,
'•i

*» •. '
't ' Wi'* i' •

B.J, Surrldge,'^q,,
Dover House, Whitehall, S*fr,l,



j3ovor House,
V/hitehall.

kj. ./• 1.

•13/8/'i7.

I have "been told "by
tir.iith of the Geylon and

that you laay "be in
Lon^*^^^ ^hoi^tly. if so I shall "be

if you can spare a few rainuliii
%o the scherae for the appoint-

SI Registrar of Cooperative
doci^ties in your territory,
i iooi 'Up duty in April as Adviser
on ooopepation to the Secretary of
3tat® ''̂ y roora is Ho 1 at •dovei'
Hous^* . - ^ •
Perhaps you v/ill telephone ana 1
a tiffs; suitable to you! I lauch look
forward to necting you-

^B. J. laurria^e, )

H. H Maude. ii. n.
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