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WESTERK, PACIFIC HIGH COMMISSION,
SUVA, FIJI. :

Personal & Confidential. : Lth July, 1946.

Iy dear "ajor Holland,

Thank you for your letter of the 10th May,
which I should have answered before were it not that
all my private correspondence is in a hopeless state
of arrears, as usual, while I pound away at drafts end
minutes, alternating recently, I'm sorry to say, with
bouts in hospital with some nervous stomach trouble:

I tl'mught it was an ulecer, but apparently its not -
yet! . .

I owe you a great many apologies for not
having sent the Reorganization Report, as I indeed
promised. I have now.rectified this by forwarding it
by surface mail, together with Hard's recent report on
Education which 'M sure will interest you; it has been
approved by H.E. in principle and Hard has now gone to
England on leave, where he is to discuss it with the
Colonial Office.

However, to get down to business, I did
certainly recommend to H.E. your sppointment as Senior
Administrative Officer - to train the cadets in the
way they should go. He considered, however, that
the question must perforce be postponed until it was
established whether Colonel Fox-Strangways was coming
back as Resident Commissioner or, if not, who was teo
be sent in his place. And this decision has still
not been made, so far as I am sware.

But

Mgjor F.G.L. Hollend, G.M.,0.B.E.,
14,Alverstone Flats,
Parliasment Street,

Auckland, N.Z.
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But last week lMacdonald and I went to Rabi
on a Joint Fiji/High Commission mission to find out
what was wrong with the Banaban settlement there. As ¢
a result H.E. decided to make a change there and
wondered if you would care to take over the work of
Bensben Welfare Officer, on & year's contract. The
terms he offers are salary equal to the difference
between £1,000 (Fiji currency) and your present pension,

. 1.e. your total emoluments would be £1,000 p.a.,

of which part would be pension and part salary. You
would of course get your passages (and !ps. Holland's)
to and from Auckland and Rsebi and 6 weeks leave on full
salary at the end of the period.

I should tell you at once that the Bansbans
are as difficult as ever and completely under the
domination of Rotan, who has turned rather anti-
European (or is it only anti-Xennedy?). They are
making little effort to esettle down on Rebi and set to
work, preferring for the most part to idle away their
time in ganmbling axnd football. I blame the unspeak-
able system of annulties for most of this, coupled with
Rotan's money complex.

Their present idea is, I'm sure, to get
possession of Rabi freehold and divide up all Baneban
funds (cepitel and interest) whereupon they will all
return to Ocean Island, using Rabi as a source of
revenue(worked by Gilbertese or leased to Europeens).
However, we have a scheme for circumventing this, in
the interests of the younger generation in whom I have
still great hope, and I am engaged in writing a long
despateh to the Secretary of State on the whole
gquestion.

In the meantime, and pending the Secretary
of State's reply, the Welfare Officer can do nothing
but try and keep the Banabans happy end quiet and

prevent
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prevent them, as far as possible, from killing off all
the cattle, wasting the assets of the estate and
generally making a nuisance of themselves. They
refuse to co-o?erate in any way with Kemnedy, but that
may be Kennedy's fault, as they allege that he drinks
too much and shows little interest in their welfare.

If the Secretary of State sgrees with our
proposals, we hope that some time next year the island
will really be made into their homeland and there will
then be a good deal of work to do.

Now I have told you the worst, the best is
that it is a lovely island with a nice house and a
good climate. Green and park-like and not too far
from the amenities of civilization, it is & real
little gem-and I should love to have the Jjob myself.
There is a doctor on near-by Taveunl and several
European settlers on the still nearer mainlend of
Vanua Levu. The "Yanawal" calls regularly on her
rounds from Suva. Altogether snd apart from the -

‘Banabans (who can be handled, I'm sure, with

sympathy, tect and patience) its a regular “snip".

, Well, what do you say to the proposition?
Could you possibley let me know by telegraph, as the.
matter 1s rather urgent and ypu would be wanted as
soon as possible? I rather believe your wife would

-like the sbsolute peace and quiet of it all, the house

on a hill overlocking the sea, the vegetable garden,
cattle and horses grazing below and the Gilbertese
and Ellice Islands servants. And I feel certain
you'd love it and that you're the person who would
make a success of it.

I must stop now but hope to hear from you
soon,

Honor and I send our very best to you both,
Yours very sincerely,






P T e

Cowtidlew ot
|94 - .
- \
RABI ISLARND,
Pldl,
DEMI OFPICIAL ' 1t JANUARY, 1946.
Doar Vaokoas,

1 havo boon working on a roport o my setivitica
in tho mattor of the Banaban Settlement since I left Suve rather
more than two months ago. You will rondily understand, however,
that thoe multiplicity of small dotails here st Rebi,/saves me
1ittlo time to got down to serious writing. I shall endoavour
to got o full roport to you bofore the ond of January.

; As oxpooted, there have beon many kmotty peinta,
the golution of which has cnlled for much coreful thought and

. painataking disoussions with the Bensbans. I shall refer to_
thege In my roport andi to the solutions or compromiges found
. for thom.

For tho proment I am plonsed 1o gay we have
echioved o satisfactory working arrangement for the temporary
pottlomont of the people on the sunny north-weat coast. They
are still in the main comp propared for them ot Nuka, but
today, two parties comprising about 120 people, are moving

. out to othor camps to particepate im Working the sepra plan-

tations on the other sidos of the island, The Others will

goon disporse in o munity groups oveT the north.west eonst
whore thoy will work tho copre acoording te the temperery
division of their allotmonts smong FPMily groups, ghis copre
will bo purchagod by tho Banaban go-OPerative Segiety at mukm,
dried in the driers ot that place, s™ oxported gyem there.
the othor side of 8¢ 1slamd eonyrising twe
plantation work centres, will ultime®oly be oporggea by the
Je-operntive Soeiecty, paying Banabes lobour whe wyil gvedusily




~ Teplace the 40 Fijians ond Solomon Islandors at prosent working
there undey Crabbda. :

The latter is notdltogother satisfectory and
his manner doos not apposl to tho Banaban tompiamont. Tho
poaition ia ‘ufionlt for him but I do not think ho is maxing
& roal effort to adjust himeolf to presont conditions. Rather,
thexre is overy indication that ho intonds to porsist-in regarding
tho plantations on the otheor sido os being in gome monse o
government goncorm., The Banabans, of course, are being watehful
and Joalous of anything that looks like further Govermmont dircot
408 of thoir business affoirs, They are onxious to leamn the
work of ruaning tho plantetions and I foor that Grabbe is morely
boing obstrustive, and has no intontion of making' e sineere
oeffort to tohoh them the work., It is, of oourse, mecensary te
have someone to do go ond I am propoaing to ro-ongngo & provioug

overseer who understands the work thoroughly, but who wos dig-
eharged by Crabbe waile I was ot Zesews. ‘I had nlresdy offexed
this man s threo months ongagoment to holp im toaghing the
Banabaons.

Crabbo's present appointment terminatos
automatically on the 15th January., I have asked the Co-operative
Soeloty to conaider whother thoy are prepared to offer him
Lurthor mujnnt on o month to month basda. gmu han
informed me that this would not be utufntcnrhin and @o I
haw oome to the gonglusion that tho best solution in the
interests of the dettlement Sehome gemerynlly will bo to aliew
him to go and te earxy on tho plontation work under the g€uldnnae
of two oxperienced overseors.

The book-keeping 1o quite simple and I heve twe
sapable Benabans already ongeged on it with o view to having a
ayaton of ageounts eovering nll transaetion from the mement
of their arrvival here, which will be satiafagtory for purposes
of government andit.




There is sufficiont copra in what I am calling
tho two plantations on the South easts or ungetled \side of tho
iglond, to ocover all erdinary running expendoa, even at roducod
output, and te provide o small margin for devolopmont and
olosning up the mags of uniorgrowth whigh Ievers have pormitted
during the past fouy yam/?w roply to their letter onm ths
quostion of companpation for this will be to tho offoct that a
honding over statoment signed by Witta and Grabbe, whon the
lotter took over managoment in April 1941 showod that the \
plantations woere fyee of nll posts ond undorgrowth. The presont
stote 1a due, not to one yoar's nogloot during the period April
1941 - April 1942 whon wo purchased Babi, but to the whole four
Jonra intervening since Orabbo took ovor from Witts, and that
it must bo mmnumed that tho stato of doterioration whom we
purchased tho plneo in April 1942 gounld not have bool méTe than
2556 of the prosent datarioration, and that thorofore owr eleim
for L1200 should in fairnoss to Lever® be adjustod by the
delotion of this 25% deterioration before wo purchaged the
Island, That would mean o valid claim for 2900 inastead °f £1300.

the Baonobons can be induged to oleoan up the
mens but they oxpeet wages for the work from theiyr own so-sper-
ative Seciaty. Tho Co-oporative Joelety doem mot like the idea
of boing seddled with the expemditure of £1200 at tho very
boginning of its eporatious hexe,

It 10 osoontinl that the tengled mesa of wild
nint do cloared up immedistely, for ot certoim times it Drecds
atiok insects at an alaxming rate, and these, a8 you know,
ultorly deatroy the cocenut palms. 2Two daye age I, mywelf,
discovered an area of moarly 100 nores of young trecs almest
entirely denmded of leaves by stiek insceta. Today we have
rushed a gang of 50 mon to attompt to elear this aree, and
destrey this insect.




Grobbo should have taken steps a month ago to
provent this ;at:oh of ingects from sproading.
I montion this only to indicots omes of tho
difficultien (cnusing additionanl exponSe at on awkward tims)
- with which wo arc faged in toking éwr gome thoupands of acros
' of airty plantations. |
Tho health of tho community has boon oxcopte
ionally good, Thore has beoon only ono mild outbronk of umb'@«
| 7wo young lopors have boon discovored ond arrebgements sre being
 mede for thoir tromsport to Mokogoi. .
‘ Hiz Exgellency agrecod that the community ghould
j" be rationed at tho expence of tho G. and 2.1.0+ Rohabilitntion
Vote for omo month nﬁo: thoir arrival hoxo, thig poried will ond
on the 15th January. At that time thore will Yo g gertain
surplus of rations which enn be purchagsed by the go-oparative
Socioty for sale to individusla. It will probably be neecasary
for mo to order more through your office from time to time
debiting Advances BMM Community, but thos0 amounts will be
recoverable from tho Co-operative Soelety afteT the sale of
rationa.
In the meantimo I nood an Imprest sceount for
eurrent wages for the devolopmont of our mew hosdquarters at _ .99
Nuku, and payments of amounts undoy Doposits Sundries oted v
Furthormore I om gonding you & telegram asking
you to transmit by first opportunity the sum of £6,587/11/- ia
respoet of arroars of omnuitios due 0 Neuru and Ruaaic Banabang.
I have complote ond detailed lists of these, PFepared By Dickes.
In the seme tologram I am nsking for n further £2,1456/14/10 in
roppoot of arrears of interest dus to Bonaban londowners,
The smounts montionsd sbove are in FLiji surroney.
The poople ave asking for immediate poyment in ensh. I hope to
induge most of thom te deposit & large smount of what thoy yeeeiv




withhthoir own Co-oporative Socioty pending satisfactory banking
arrangemonts for them in Suva.
I trust you will be able to remit aly thig ensh

by tho present voyage of the 'Yanawai',

The Go-operative Soclety haa fairly large stocks
of goods on order and we will have the surplus of ¢, rations on
hand, and for 2ll these things the poople will be almuw o
rendy cash to make their purchases. TFurthormere y .. srraiding
for the supply to tho Co-oporative Soeiety of 10ealy grows
vogotnbles, until the Rabi gardens are in progresa, ang for
these, eaogh is ecssential.

There are meny things which I would like to
digscuss with H.B, yourself and the heads of various departments
in suva, but I feel I ought not to leave Rabl for several months

to come owing to the problems which are contimually eropping up.

on the whole I mm satifified that thimgs are
zoing protty woll and porhaps rather better than any of y,
anticipated. There is o tondency en the part of the Poople
not to commit thomselves with regard to their futuypg 1ife on
Rabi until thoy are satisfied that all is geing wely Y1tk their
romaining interests on Ocean Islond.

Yours sineeroly,

.’ /
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NO. : Ofﬁcp Date Stamp
. it
Words : Date: Time | ISen 4
Time -

Service Instructions

Received from

To . GLT MAGDONALD

Time
e SECRETARIAT SUVA o
o | | - :
' SORRY . YouR MESSAGE | omy JUST
'-. | TRAWSIATED | BY GILBERTESE | TANGUAGE BOARD _
THEY'RE | BIT SLOW AT THOUT LEADING
MENBER THANKS | A 10T BUDDY
| WE'LL BE SEEING You SO0
HONOR ABD HARRY
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London Missionary Society .
Rongorongo Training Institution.
- _ Beru, Gilbert Islands .

Jan 4th 1547
Dear Lir. lsnde, i _

We were wvery glesd stelhiave the news you kindly Scnt'ms of your
definite a;pointment¥as Residenty Wo hepe~for you and Mrs iiande s leng ang hapny
reriod of service in this carmciby.. 'As you-fald ns yeu a=ro expecting lomve ere
leng, we sre wendorimg who will carry om dariung your absemce , Are you expeciing ¢
teo go Hone to Emngland?

Yeu #will be imbtercsted te heatr THE BRIDGE IS BUILE. The:'btulk of the werk
has been dene by kain Rengorenge, Seme fow Bera peerle hove heibed well, tnt in
the mein they have been disappeinting. —We meamired up the timber yon brengiht 1p
rrom Panafnti Bt even with the masts: it.preved f=1 taeo s1u{"to span the lageon.
ge we havk te cut all the 6 x 6 % iuber with'enr arw to 6 x 5, and also to split
211 the ﬁgsts. Tn the end we mansgedite get emengh hed earry the bridge acTess.
wWe hmt€~c1ﬁ wp severs 1l lindred cocommt legs inte twe inch planking, and we liave
m&dc a strong 30b of i%. Ve rizged up & kind of pile driver.en enr big lighter,
sand when we Liad most of tie timberseady,. in Teceuiber 'T had niost of oy older bhayn
sud enr twe csrpenters busy en the job a2ud went out mysell every doy tn131vo e
srrerintendcnce and enc-arazeument. EIERA worked well tho Iirst weelk, and o did the
! week of werking slengside kain, Pongerongo was
teo muich fer ‘hem andthie noxt weeck they pleaded illness ud stayed awsy. Huwever,
we heve the bridge brilt, snd new we are waiting for the Tern pevple to taild ap
thie broken (gswn cansewny on the west side. We have lent onk lighter several tiuos
aud the Bera peeple got enmpash big sfones te iblke Thae - jetty at the ks end, b
the otlier end sand causeway remains 9 Dbe deme. We had oux sawbeneh verking for
some vecks on ehd every dey, cutiing mp the logs and ¥daber, »nd At hes ran inte
miite o weod desl of fael o1l used, bt we .are glad to have béocu ah' o To help the
Terw pesslA and Cevk & fhis Whw. Tie eig Dricge ¢oallscred  im place. ofier plage

i3 we. tried te nse 1t whon doing tue Wwork. Tiie New bridge hias had-a t05ting with

gevt carpenter Taurabakei, Dnt one

"
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7th January, 1947.

. Dear Mr. lMorris,

I am writing to thank you mosi sincerely
for all that you did to help Miss Judy Firth on the
night of her tragic death. Your very proupt and

. expert assistance to her immediately after the
accident wouvld, ! feel sure, have Deen instrumental
in saving her life if anything could have done 80.

1 know thet Miss ¥irth's parents would
wish to convey their appreciation of your efforis
but, as they are so far away, we should like to
thank you ourselves for all you did, not only on
their behalf but from us both too.

Yours sincerely,

H.C. Morris, Esquire,
Bairiki, Tarewa Island.




7th January, 1947.

Dear Dr. Goliz,

I should have written to you before to thank
you very sincerely for all the work you did to try and
save Miss Firth's life on Sunday morning: we were,

however, so stunned by the iragedy that it was some
) time before we could reslize clearly that she was dead.

My wife and I are writing to Miss Firth's
Parents and letting then know how hard jou tried to
prevent Judy's death but, as they are so far away and
you may not be here when they receive our letter, we
felt that we should like to express our gratitude to
you on their behalf.and to say that we know that if
human ecare and skill could have saved her your efforts
would have been successful. I had a long talk with
: Dr. Rose yesterday in which he mentioned more than
@ once that he felt, as a brother medical practitioner

with a lifetime's experience, that yo: had done ell

that was humanly poasible.

Onece agein, please accept our heartfelt
@ thenks not only on behalf of Miss Firth's parents and
ourselves but also on behalf of the whole British
Community here,

Yours sincerely,

Lisutenant R@beﬁ Ve Gﬂltz, EsCa,
Betio, Tarawa Island.



7th Jannary, 1947.

Dear lirs, Alexander.

I am weiting to thank you most sincerely
for all your kind work for poor Judy both before
and after her tragic death. Honor tells me thet
you assisted the whole night through., as well as
the next day, and did all that could be done fto
save her life.

I know that Miss Pirth's parents would
wish to convey their appreciation of your efforts
but, as they are so far away, we should like fto
thank you ourselves for all you did, not only on
their behalf but from us both too.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs. W.G. Alexander,

Betio.



7th Jamuary, 1947.

Dear Major Deems,

@ I am writing to thenk you most sincerely for
all the strenuous efforts you made in trying to save
poor Judy Firth's life after the recent tragedy: all
menbers of our little community were loud in your
praise as the organizer throughout of the team work

@ which, if anything could, would have resulted in her

1 shpuld be most grateful if you would kindly
convey our thanks for all their painsteking and unselfish
woric throughout the night to 211 members of your staff,
both offieers and enlisted men, who assisted you both
at the hospital and the boats. In saying "our thanks"

I know I am speaking on behalf of the whole British
commnity here, who could not but admire the & peed and

. egriciency with which arrangements moved at such a time
of crisis.

Hy wife and I are writing to Niss Firth's
barents, explaining to them all thet was done for her on
; the night by yourself and your force but, as they are
. 80 far away and you may be gone before they receive
our letter, we should once again like to convey, on
their behalf, csur deep appreciation.

Yours sincerely,

HMajor Harold E, Deems, T.A.C.,
mmgiorﬁ.eer, U.8. Garrison Force.
Betio.




¥y, liorris Dunhem,

7th January, 1947.

Dear Hr, D‘mhﬂ.m,

My wife and I would like to let you know
how much we appreciate the long and painstaking work
you put in embalming and performing the last services
for liiss Firth and supsrvising the sealing, tarring
and enameling of her coffin.

1 should have written before had it not
been for the suddenness of Miss Firth's decath, which
caused it to be some lititle time before I could
really realize that she was no longer alive.

We are writing to Miss FPirth's parents and
letting them know how much you helped at the time of
her tragic loss, but their home is so far away that
you will be gone long before they receive our letter,
and 50 on their behalf as well as that of the little
Britis. commnity here, may we express our most
sincere thanks to you for your kindness.

Yours sincerely,

Betio, Terawa Island.
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RADIO FORM I

GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY l
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190 /X33/46—250 pds. of 200



RADIO FORM 1

GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY

RADIO TELEGRAPHS.

N

| Date Stamp

o TR Office

Sent to

Words
. : ~ Time
Service Instructions. !
| B ’
. Received from
GLT MRS. BUCIANAL . -
To : S TR et g | Time. -
DOMATT SUVE E
. ; | Operator
, _
. MARY THAIES E1nD THOUGHT APPALLED -

ACCTDEINT

HONOR

180/ X33/ 40—250 pds. of zoo




RADIO FORM 1 GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY

RADIO TELEGRAPHS.

6 Date Stam
IO e TR Office P
. | Sent to
Words Date..* B rarzile Lt Chl ot ¥
. : Time
Service Instructions

. Received from

To .. GLT TADY BELLIS.

Time
CANERIDGE., N.4s :
Operator
I
“
NANY | THANES HOCH APPRICIATE YOUR
KR LHOTCHE
HOIIOR
I e

|

180/ X33 /4b—250 pds, of 200



RADIO FORM 1

GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY |

RADIO TELEGRAP.HS.

o, Offioe - Date Stamp
! Sent to
Words Date Time
: : : Time
Service Instructions
Received from
To FIRTH. STALBARS Time
CHRISTCHURCH NZ |
 Operator
|
FUNERAL TOOK PLACE Tih HUSBARD
OFFICIATING | BURIAL SITE RESIDENCY | POINT

STOP LARGE THERTNG RUROPRANS - | AND
NATIVES ATTENDID AND COLONY POLICE
CARRIED WHITE OOFvT OOVERED I
FLOWE:S STOP SENDI NG FERCTS ABOUT
1107TH FREI GHTED CHRISTCHURCH

HOLOR WA UDE

189/ X33/ 46—250 pds.

of 200




RADIO FORM 1 GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY
6-1-47
RADIO TELEGRAPHS.
Mo i, 11 Office, CHRISICHURCHNZ Date Stamp
Words........ 12 .................... Date : G TG Time....... 2 005 ............ Sent to fon
Servicelinstriiotions e Vs sl fbe e 4o BB | Sl et el il <yl ol Time
Received from VPD
To MAUDE RARAWA | 1 g Y :
Tlme 091 1
...................................................................................... Operatol" BERIKI
| THANK YOU | CABLE GREAT | SHOCK
............ 1
i PLEASE ARRANGE ! BURIAL TARAVA
N T RPN = it i G T T B e R R S
____________ iy
| |
............ 2 Tl B ANt s s O STIL e R Al 105 o TR TR i
f
‘v' ......................................................................................
......................................................................................................... e
|
................................................ |
............................................................................... l,,..,‘......y.....“..‘,‘..,..“.....“.,,”.... e e L L T T T T e
i
e e o i b T s e N A s
............................................................................................................ SRR T
|
o Qoo e g e e SIS o B B e gt gl N N e
............  BENE A, 4 BECNE e
|

190 X33/ 46—=250 pds. of 200



'RAI;IO FORM 1 GILBERT AND EIrLICE ISLANDS COLONY |[ C L“f(‘.’)b{
RADIO TELEGRAPHS. | 5-1-47 //
NGO e Office’sl s meﬁ ............... Date Stamp
Wordan b Date > T o0 by SHEL U
SenvIce TNSEEU CEIONS SHli T Ul et S Time
Received from
To .ol STALEANS « CHRISIC A e .
R AR Time
.......................... S
____________ VERY | SINCERELY | REGRET aupy | mnueEp
,,,,,,,,,,,, | LAUNCH | ACCIDENT | AND DIED g SRR,
HOSPITAL wOE el SHOCK o' - o JAND.C o Al LOSS ~ ks
HORG BLOGD S 0 T OWING |SEVERED LLEG /- *
.............. ARTERY |STOP . |END OCCURRED | APPROXIMATELY
............... FIVE _ THIRTY |MORNING  |FIFTE | JANUARY
..... - . QUITE o PEACEFULLY STOP = PLE&SE'ACCEPT
................ QURC = o e VERY'DEEPEST SYHPATHYJTRAGIC
| BAPPENING  sTOP | WOULD .| Top DA (PREFER
JBURIAL  ~|HERE | OR . L S R L3 el
BRI o % O EMBAIMED  |AND SENR L BT,
Com e ywmgknamy G NG R e BBl o
________________________________________________ IR o W AR L o
| |
e i
|

189/ X33/ 46—250 pds. of z00




Western Pacific High Commission,
Suva, Fiji.

7th August, 41946.

sir,

‘ | I have the honour to reguest you to be so good
as to grant a passage by the forthcoming voyage of the
R.C.S8, "Viti" from Auckland to Suva for Miss Judith

Firth,

. Miss Firth is due to lesve Suva for the
Gilbert Islands, where she is to act as governess to
my son, by the m,v. "Tamatea" on or abcut the 20th
August. Should she not be able to arrive hesre by the
"Viti" there 1s, theresfore, little chance of her being
able to make the connexion.

-+ I should be most grateful if I eould be
notified* (4if possible by telephone) whether or not
this concession could be granted to me and, if so,

. the approximate date on which the "Viti"” is scheduled to
leave Auckland and arrive here.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
‘ : Your obedient servant, ;

) .

S

The Honourable,
The Coloz:ial Secre tary,
Fiji.

\ g



TELEGR A M.

JUDITH FIRTH,
HEATON STREET, CHRISTCHURCH.

GLAD TO GET YOUR TELEGRAM. CAN YOU COME
SUVA BY "VITI" LEAVING AUCKLAND ABOUT 12TH
AUGUST ? IF SO PLEASE CONTACT NATHANS,
QUEEN STREET, WHO HAVE BEEN REQUESTED RESERVE
PASSAGE, IF NOT PLEASE TELEGRAPH NATHANS

TO CANCEL YOUR BOOKING.

MAUDE.



° RADIO FORM 1

GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY

RADIO TELEGRAPHS.

Date Stamp /

No. Office
3 Sent to
Words Date Time
: : Time
Service Instructions .
Received from
T GLT STAPLEDON
9 Time
HIGHCOMA SUVA
Operator
MANY THATKS YOUR | KIMD UESSAGE
STOP JUDY WAS S0 BRIGHT
AID KEEN WE ARE ALL
NISSIRG HER

180/ N33/ 46—250 pds, of 200




190/ X33/46—250 pds. of zoo

:RADIU FORM 1 = GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY
. RADIO TELEGRAPHS.
Nos a4 9T Office. . SUNAL el o0 CHali S S e Pl e S
Words.......23 Date....}s3 Time... 1922 .. SO 1
CLT :
SeIVICe S I OIS e e e T e A ot Time
Received from VPD
To GLT LAUDE TARAVIA
Time 131427
Operator  JM1LNE
..JUsT RETURNE ) FROM SOLOMONS 70
HEAR TOF YOUR TRAGIC LOSS
STOP DEEPEST SYMPATHY EROM, #5 il us
BOTH TO YOU BOTH
........... 5
.............. STABLETOM
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GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY.

CLAIM FOR SUBSISTENCE ALLOWANCE and/or TRAVELLING
EXPENSES.

Name H.E, Maude

Office.... Chief Lanis Commissioner.

£1..000.

Salary per annum..

To travelling expenses as detailed below:—

Date and time of leaving station.24s8hk.Senitenber,. 1940, 0% 030 2.m.

Date and time of return to station.ZHh. Oekober,. 1948, a%. 1030 006

eIl 0N

Embarked at.2.+30

Arrived at. . Funatuti

21.8t. . Sentedher, ; 19:.146

disembarked at.40... 8.

on..26th. September,., 1946., and

Arrived at

Arrived at

m.
Embarked at it . D.Ma..m. on... 29%th Septenhers , 19.46..
on , 19 , and
disembarked at.......cmmdll,
Embarked at m. on , 19
on , 19 , and
disembarked at |
Embarked at m. on , 19,
on & 159 , and

Arrived at

disembarked at.....cmmom
Number of days claimed 3k
#lp
Rate of subsistence allowance... 15s. Od. (Mgmw&ntsdbf/-

Amount claimed . £2.-4584-- Oy

under Regulation 17).

Means of conveyance....ille e

"amahon!

of special duty with W.P.H.C.

158X 44—500

[P.T.O.
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Office of the Resident Commissioner,
Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony,
Tarawa.

13th January, 1947.

 Dear Cowell,

T.R. Cowell, Esquire,

Balrikl.

I attach: ; |

na

| (1) a deseription of a proved method for home
: manufacture of soeps; and

(2) a well known Gilbertese formula for melking
~ bark tan for nets or sails.

These formilee were sent to me by Major Holland who
states that they were used at the Xing George V School on
Belriki for many years with succesa. They hay be considered
worthy of ultimate reproduction in your mogasines for the
benefit of the (Gilbertese and Fllice Islanders,

Yours sincerely,

p—

i1

(Signed) H, E, MAUDE
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Dy 3 /\.«.u& [t
Y o i A prefes /,, tond i Aarnt
/En/.’ Hoe "Ly ae . °Q/¢u~.¢ Ha
g s o fndey

M faecieeins g M, "/“-/"‘“-*,l L Y tns
tgo. Ko rffes o Ko cifandos Lo
A Mwvedbi boadny o Feflas Ao
L M ¢’£u Casy /e Tod . .

e




HOME MANUFACTURE - OF SOAP.

INGREDIENTS.

Caustic Soda 1 1b.

Rain Water 2 pints.

Coco-nut 0il 5 pints 12 fluid oz.
MOULD .

Wooden box, 24" x 4%, i \
Calico (old, but without holes) 36" x 21".

-

{1XER .

A clean 5 gallon drum.
A wooden stirrer, 2 ft. long.

("

o

METHOD .

Dissolve the saustic soda in the water in the
drum and as great heat is generated, it is well to let
the solution cool for one hour before proceeding.
Gxercise care in working with the caustic soda - it is
corrosive to the skin.

Prepare the mould ready placed to receive the
soap.

Damp the calico and line the mould with it.

our the oil rapidly into the caustic solution
and stir well to ensure %horough mixing. Do not stir
for more than two minutes.

Four rapidly into the mould.

Tmnedia el¥ remove the filled mould to a place of-
security and allow the soap to set for 24 hours.

Upturn the mould after 24 hours on to a flat clean
Eugface and ease the calico so that the soap leaves the
\JO -

Cut into bars as necessary and store in an airy
place for one month, when the soap will be ready for
use.

o=

This soap may be used for personal washing, and
for domestic washing of clothes, ete.
2 The quantities given above will make about 12 lbs.
of soap.
The mould and the mixer are large enough to work
with three times the juantities given above.
The two minuteg mixing is important. Do not allow
the mizture to get "stiff" before turning out into mould.




FORIULA FCE MAKING BARK TAN FQR

NETS OR SATLS:

Boil the contents of two large Biscuit tins rain
water filled with "Te Ngea" bark, chopped up to
inch squares, for 12 to 18 hours. Take off the
fire and cool to blood heat. Then strain through
hessian and again put the lijuid on to boil. When
boiling put in one large tablespoonful of boiled
Linseed 0il to each tin and let it boil into the
liguid for 3 to 4 hours. Take tins off the fire
and allow to cool to blood reat when one heaping
tablespoonful of Powdered Alum is put in each tin.
After stirring well immerse the net or sail for {2
to 18 hours, or even more if a very heavy tan is
wanted. Then put in Salt water for 12 to 18 hours.
Then take out and dip in fresh water. The article

when dried is ready for use.




GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
FlJl.

23rd January, 1947,

Dear Maude,

As I said in my telegram to you after
my return from the Colony, I am extremely grateful
to you and your wife, for your very pleasant
hogpitality. I wgs also impressed with the keenness
that you have e used into your staff, and I
could not but notlice that the spirit was better than
on any of my previous visits,

2. I was extremely distressed to hear about
the death of Judy Firth. I can only hope that it
has not upset you, your wife, and Alaric too much,

3 I am sending to you under separate
cover, plans of the new houses that we are going
to build in Suva, for the High Commission, and
also for two Fiji quarters. These are merely to
give you some idea as to what we are doing. They
are in no way intended as a model for what you
should do at Abemams,where conditions and materials
are entirely differdnt.

L. You will, no doubt, be relieved to heapr
that following a discussion I had with Noel and
others at Honiara, we have decided to close Bent's
office in Sydney. The question of Morris having
to use this office does not, therefore, arise,

5 I am glad that you have changed the
names of "X" and "Y", for it would be a pity to
have a second series of "M's".

Ge There are in Suva, at the moment, two
new Cadets., One for you and one for Noel, I think
that /

His Hon. H.E. Maude, M-K.K .



._2—

that you have got the better of the two. I have
not met Mrs. Maxwell, as she was in hospital, but
the step-daughter aged 18, who looks old enough
to be the wife of Maxwell, seems to be a pleasant
girl, and prepared for anything.

7o It is a good thing that you have
given us the complete picture of Christmas Island,
for now we can place the matter before the
Secretary of State, and as soon as we get the
decifion, will know exactly where we stand.

Be I am off to Canberra in a couple of days
ﬂ&me to attend this perishing Regional Conference.
I expect that I shall have to be away for at
least three weeks. On my return there will be a
session of Legislative Council, at the conclusion
of which I hope to get away on leave. If I can
possibly mansge it, I shall stop off at Canton
between planes, but this may not be possible. I
shall let you know. definitely as soon as I can., In
any case, before I leave, I hope that you will
have given me your views on Roberts's suggestions
for constructing a British building on the north
side of the island.

9 T expect to be away on leave from four
to five months, i.e. from Suva, to Suva,

With kindest regards to you both,

Yours very sincerely ,



Cffice of the Resident Commnissioner,
Gilbert & Ellice islands Colony,
Tarowa.

25vd Jenuary, 1947.
De&l‘ Bauro,

Your note dated 22nd January was roceived yestarday.
I don't kmow who %0ld you that your letter of the 30th
Decenber attaching a 1ist of Gilbertese plents had not been
received by me. Actually it was received long age and &
copy has been duly forwarded to the Bishop Muaaum Authorities
at lonolulu where ! kuow it will be greatly eppreciated.

manJ thanks ior all the trouble you have taken in
this matier.

Yours sinecerely,

(Signed) H, E, MAUDE,

Bauro Rntieta,'

Assistant

District Officer 3

Gilbert islands.




Betio, Tarawa,
30th December, 1946.

His Honour
I{o E. Iviaude ESCi. 5 O. B. E. |
Resident Comnissioner, G.E.I.C,

Dear Sir,

I acknowledge with pleasure £} ‘ eipt (o
the 24th) of your letter dated tbg 17th Deéguizg ;Ed gn?
responsé thereto em enclosing & list which is eomplete
to the best of my knowledge and beljerf,

2. The Gilbertese names give

: o n i
correct, with the exception of "RIKy" B your letieriare

; % I.A.fhli ' - =
"RUKU", The name “YTWU" is also aoubtfin] gg ;Zoula R

3« I have also included gep
of' European origin, but which can be
colunm "IMPORTED".

tain plants, presumably
Erown Jocally, in the

Yours Sihcerely
]

AM%W. 5

I do not know who is to blame but t
to you on the day it was written, possiblylisdietter was despatched

Whilst at Bairiki yesterday I was gurpriiegrttwg latfﬁ.t A
had not arrived at your office. I am therefope gansime wre Lt?‘ 1
duplicate copy. Sading you ‘thia

I hope this delay has not caused yoy a

Y. HI

" s Yy serious inconvenience
especially as the matter was marked urgent, o B

Az

—

22/1/47.



PLANTS OF THE GILBERT ISLANBS.

LOCAL. IMPORTED.
Aaio +lal Akenta
Aitos +Makemake
Ang Mao +Bainaboro
Ango Marou Bam
Aocauna Maunei +Bamkin
Arabaotin loteti +Banana
Mtea Baubau
+Babai +Mwenwearsa
Baireati g
Baobao ligea Kaibaba
Bararuku +N1 Kaibake
Bata Niksbubuti Kiebu
Bau Nimatore
+Beneka +lon
. +Bero Ntanini +Mangko
Bin +ieren
Bingibing Obu Meria
Bitati :
Bitikainsa Rauota Crian
O +Boi (Port ulacca) Reiango
Buka Ren +Raim
Ritanin Rauti
Ibi Ruku Robu
Ikaeariki Roti
Inoto
Itai
Kabe +Taororo +Tabioka
Kabekau Taral Tiare
Kaibaun Toara Tinia
Kaiboia Tongo Tua
. Kaimaia
Kaimatu =
+Kalna Uekeuke
‘ Kaitu Ukin
. Kanava Uri
Katura Uti
Kaura
Keanginimakin
Kiaiai
Kiaou Wao
Kitoko
Kobukobu
Kuao
Kumara/
+Runikun

+Denotes "fruit" bearing.




-

13th January, 199:7.

Dear Dr. Emory,

Purther to my letter of the 16th December
now enclose a copy of a letter from Bauro Ratieta,
Assistant Administrative Officer, Gilbert Islands,
in which he gives what he believes to be a complete
1ist of the names of locsl and imported plants in
the Gilbert Group.

As Bauro is an «zbeismeam Lhorough and
conscientious individusl, I am sure that the list,
if not complete, is very nearly so.

I have not written in the Europesan names
for these plants as, in most cases, I am bound to
say I do not know them. This work can no doubt de
undertaken dy whatever future investigator comes to
visit us: in the meantime the list may be of use to
you for comparative purposes, a8 the Gilbertese
names will, in many cases, be similar to those found
i1 other neighbouring groups.

Yours sincerely,

H.E. Nemde.

Dr. Kenneth P. Mrw', Ph. D..
Bernice P« Bishop Museum,
Honolulu, T.H.



Betio, Taraws.
30th December, 1946.

His Honour
H.E. Maude Esq., 0.B.E.,
Resident Commissioner, G.E.I.C,

Dear Sir,

! I acknowledge with pleaSUr th
the 24th) of your letter dated the 17th e receipt (on
response thereto am enclosing & list y., December and in
to the best of my knowledge and beljesp . ch is complete

2. The Gilbertese names givyg en i
correct, with the exception of "RIgyn I Your letter are
"RUKU". The name "TWU" is also douhtf hich should be -
to me.
3. I have also included ceprt, ad
of European origin, but which can }o D blants, presumably
column "IMPORTED". 8Town 1ocally, in the



Office of the Resident Commissioner,
Gilbert & Ellice 1Islands Colony,
Tarawa.
thh Januarys 1947.
The Editor,
"Tero",
Bairiki.
Dear S8ir,

Please send "“Tero" 'for 1947 to the following
address:-

The Reverend Father Choblet, 8.Jd.,
Mskogai,
Piji.
1 enclose 2/~ sibseription.

Yours faithfully,

CSzigrffdJ 4. E. MAUuDR



CorY

TELEGRAM—-SAVING.

¢ -
RS

_f}ﬁonu Secretary of State for the Colonies.
> %
Toé : High Commissioner for the Western Pacific.
-J"" |
e
Saving No L. (Date).....2Z%th..danuary, 194

242X 44—3000

Administrative staff recruitment.

Your telegram No. 290 of November 19th, and
connected correspondence.

Do Pre—-war experience proved that only a small
proportion of the men selected for the Colonial Administratie
Service as a whole possessed the t emperament, interests, and
other personal qualities which would enable them to stand up to
the special stresses which service in the Western Pacific
implies, and since the resumption of recruitment we have been
careful only to allocate such men to the West Pacific territories.

He From 5,000 applicants, 700 men were submitted to the
Colonial Service Appointments Board for administration, and
from the successful candidates 28 men Were handpicked and
allocated successively to the Western Pacific. 13 of these
men have withdrawn on receipt of the formal offer, though
previously some of theu had received With enthusiasm the
suggestion that they should be posted to the Western Pacific.

L. o difficulty of this magnitude has been experienced
in any other area, not excluding West Africa, and your staff
requirements, though now couplete unless further withdrawals
occur, have taken a long time to £ill.

5. I am well aware of the difficulties arising from
the housing shortage and cost of 1iving imposed by war, but
the fact must be faced that almost 250»> of present candidates
are unwilling to accept your prevelling conditions.

6. You will appreciate that recruits of the recon-
struction period (of whom favourable reports have been
received from all Colonies), are very different from pre-war
cadets. They are older, more matur€; 8nd have experience of
the war years behind them, 307 are married, of whom meny
have working knowledge of separation 8nd attendant expenses.
llost of the bachelors are of an age at which, if not
contemplating merriage, they pegulre HeSuranees that ‘should

occasion arise, conditions permit it.

7o Recruits have proved durilg the war that they can

L but they are mature
do well under strenuous condition®s s .
reslists, and if we are to attract 304 hold them, conditions

and especially housing, must be improved.



This present day sensitiveness to factors affecting
family life is entirely understandable, and must be taken
into account if successful recruitment is to be ensured. :
Moreover, it is a factor which at any rate to a considerable
degree, will probably have t o be reckoned with for at
least another two or three years, if not permanently.

8. . I should welcome your suggestions, for until
improvements can be made, recruitment will continue to be
precarious, and some anxiety must be felt over the reaction
of those recruits who have accepted appointments when they. _
get first hand experience of local conditions. 1

——— e —

ME—
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rABIO FORM 1 GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY

* N RADIO TELEGRAPHS. .! :
No : Office Date Stamp
5 : I' Sent to
Words Date (Rirmes s el e, '
Time

Service Instructions

Received from

GLT SIR ALBERT ELLIS,

N | Time
ARGYILE STRECT, IERNE BAY. ; '
| Operator
VERY MARY THANXES PASSAGES TRIENZA
ARD : BLUE STAR OULD SulT
ADMIRABLY

MAUDE

189/ X33/ 40—250 pds. of 200




10 FORM 1 GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY
5 RADIO TELEGRAPHS.
NO....305.......... Office........ AUCKLANDIZ Dafe iR S ATEZ
Words...26. ...  Date. 301H Time... 1257 et
Service Instructions..BlAL BG | e
| Received from VPD
To B R . VAURE. . TARAWA.. Time i
l Operator 7 MTLNE
PASSAGES RESERVED FOR YOU TRIENZA
DUE LEAVE OCEAN FOR AUCKLAND
SECOND HALF APRIL PROSPECTS OBTAINING
PASSAGES BLUE oTAR VESSEL BARLY
MAY
: ELLIS.
Ve, o o
hidmis bl Dot

190/ X33/46—250 pds. of 200



“RADIO FORM 1

GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY

RADIO TELEGRAPHS.

No Office | Date Stamp
Words Date Time ‘ Sy
Time

Service Instructions

PTE

P

To . GLT  ROBERTS.

Received from

CANTON ISLAID

Time

Operator

EANY

|
|
i .
| YOUR
|

FOR KIND
T @
SSAGE HICH WE BOTH APPRECTATE
NAUDE

|

1

180 | X33/ 46—z250 pde® of 200



« «fADIO FORM 1

GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY

RADIO TELEGRAPHS.

Words

4/2/47

Date Stamp

* Sent to

Time

. : AL
Service Instructions LRSI T
Received from 7 77
To MAUDE TARAWA, ;
Bime 041533
Operator gtephen.B.
PLEASE ACCEPT Y SYMPATHY AECENT Kz
ACCEDENT UR FAUTLY CIRCLE .
ROBERTS.
L]
_/‘; Ve ~ —t X AT R i el
} AS s ALV \. &l 2.
Ko = - ~ | 3 ~ 5
RYAY O\ ) y Ji \‘_. '} i
ek e (I Blness et SNV T o i e LN S Al L T e RS
. \ .1 Iy I|I CLAAL ,\;

190/X33/46—250 pds. of zo0



Office of the District Officer,
N Gilbert Islands District,
Tarawa.

5th February, 1947,

Your Honour,

Just a word of thanks for your 3
22nd January 1947 about delay in replying %gtggrgf thed ;
Such things are so likely to happen and any Way tﬁsponlen €.
of your correspondence is so ilmmense that I aous e Vo u%e
surprised if relatively unimportant correspeong never.boe
get a 1ittle delayed. ence should

May I say that I greatly appre
in writing to explain the matter. clate your courtesy

Yours sincer91y;

His Honour,
H.E. Maude, Esquire, m.5-€.
Resident Commissioner,
Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony,
BAIRIKI.
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MISSIONER

_ oF THE Higy ¢9 ,CIFIC.
c/o OFF[GO]Q THEUWESTERN
F sSuUva, F'-—”'

49h7.
6‘511 February,
His Honour :
Mre. H.E. HMaude, MeBoEs 5 MoAoy
Tarawa, Gilbert & Ellice Is., Colony.
Dear Sir, of the 14th
our letter _ touch of

~This is in acknowledgement oftg receive - iith the

December, 1946, which I was very proud / st contact 1etter.
my Polynesian pride in having the slignpiaﬂ in your

high ranking officials. Now to the %9 gspondence
gpind 0y cor’ime now.
Rabi Island. - I have been P i for som€ i, has

with Tekai and Bonebati and others at Bagere last “eaalls for
Fortunately, Clerk IMamawa, who arrivedougn nothing gf there
given me the latest news of Rabi and 27 ,p that 1:111“e are,
very specific mention, I am of the opiP .esS. Thermjght like
continue to move towards an ultimate 8Y°¢ ¢ that you %5, pan
however, one or two things Ikamawa tol¢ ;e that the “ye of the
héar, unofficially of course, He tol¢ j for the "s2 may
elders have agreed to "baina" Rabi Isl®i. (the elder®) oontaip
young generations", though their majori ee about, t0 " "ty o
élect to return to Ocean ‘sland. This caart of a cluP opinion
degree, through some initiative on the Piye are, in s ’
young people at Rabi. Ikamawa and Bur2”® The latter
undoubtedly the life sparks of the cluPs partment,
known in the Colony Wireless TelegrapP . using this 1 give you
A few minutes ago Mr, McKee the following “1romawa
machine to type his letter to you; and_ company Withi on 26tﬁ
in case he omitted from his letter, nived from Rab. L.
Master Naikara Kake and 20 students, 8¥7  sent over ®0 il ..
January. The students have already Ueigarﬂ is now bi Ikamawa
Provineial School Eastern, Lodoni, Ne j1ing for Rﬂbiiion to
us at Maafu Street, awaiting the next Bliﬂg' In add180 Csivad
will also be returning by that same s2l}. from Rabi & va
the above 20 students, two other gtude

is well

very

pt® pout 14 and %1b3y gf
on the same opportunity. One a girl © nave been enris)eang
about 13, I understand that these tWo jvel (for gir 7% ikl
the Methodist Mission's schools at Delag gtart for 1941 by
Toorak (for boys) respectively, A go?
for the Bansabans.

- Fishermen’ °~
South Sea Marine Products, Qﬂ' rather it

My scars of sadness are healing-3 ézlﬁgiggée and 2

looks, that the compeny have found in the 2 - P30 ogning that
Elliece Islanders at present in their employmhi 8o sourse comes
they cannot find in the other islanders, This of me down) and
from my owm observations (which so far have 1ot let
not from any of the officials of that compaRiye e 20 from
Of the 3 Gilbertese, one was a member of tb 19 1eft
Arvorse and Tamana, Hewas in hospital at the time the -
The second Was one of 'the 'refugees' from Rabi during the Taakai
exodus of 1946; while the third is Mareko Boutu of Malana, a very
active man.
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Subscribers from Fiji to the Colony Government Publications.-

Sir, I fhank you for the priviledge of being asked to
do this work. In fact I had been think of issuing a some sort
of a circular note on the subject, but, I felt then an unseen
accusing finger - "who gave you authority?" Since I have
received your letter I have telephoned several people and talked
to others. All it needs now, I think, is my calling on them.
Soon after the port is cleared with the Colony fleet - "Awahou",
"Kiakia", "John Williams",and "Tamatea"; plus the "Suva" and
"Lautoka" of Carpenter's fleet on which ships our boys are and
will be signed on - I shall make and I mean it, an$ honest
"tax-gatherer's" job of collecting the subsriptions. I may use
slogams on the line of "Subscribe or renounce your heritage"!

My small efforts have so far brought in 4s.0d.: 2
subscribers for one year each. To free you® from trifle matters
I am writing direct to the Editor concerned, giving him the names
and addresses of the subscriberse.

Please accept my sympathy in your untimely and
sorrowful loss in Miss Firth.

With kind and respectful regards to yourself
and Mrs. Maude.

Yours obediently,
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GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY,

MEMOR ANDUM.

From: District Officer, Gilbert Islands, Betio.

To : BSecretary,to Government, Bairiki,

7th February, 1947.

Pen-cancelled stamps from Nomouti Island.

R our memo, Nos 358 o 1 Decenber, 1946,

During his visit to Nonouti this month Bauro
Ratleta made & brief investigation of the pen-cancelled
postage stamps on lettersdespatched from the island.

2. 1t was reported that:=-

(a) The offieinsl cancellation seal was unfortunatoly
lost through enemy action when the Japanese
landed at lonouti during the month of Septenber,
1942, since when the Seribe wsed the method
reported in your memo. under reference.

(b) The approximate dates between which stamps were
pen-cancelled are September 1942 - March, 1946,
when a new seal was supplied.

(e) Approximately 300 covers were pen-cancelled during
the period.

3. Stamps cancelled in this mamner are in the hand-
writing of the Native Seribe and undoubtedly genuine.
The Postage Stamp seal of Kurie was also souvenired in this
manner but owing to the remoteness of that lIsland and the
small population 4t is unlikely that there are any covers
pen~cancelled from there: but it is possible.

(8gds) H.C.R. Fulford Williams

District Officer
Gilbert Islands District.
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GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY.

MEHORANDUM.

From: Secretary to Govermment, Tarawa,

To : Distriet Officer, Gilbert Islands, Betio.

F.18/2/4 ._

Noe.

358 3rd December, 1946.

Pen~cencelled Siamps from Nonouti Island.

During September and October, 1945, several
letters were received in Fiji from Nonouti wi th the stamps
pen-cancelled. Some of these stamps had only the word
“"Nonouti" on them while other stamps had “"Nonouti" with
the date written underneath.

2. Several enquiries have Deen received as to the
genuineness of these pen—cancelled covers and it would be
appreciated if you would investigate the eircumstances
which led to the stamps being cancelled by pen during your
next visit to Nonouti. If possible, you should report:-

(a) why the stamps were pen—cancelled;

(b) approximate dates between which samps were
pen~cancelled at Nonouti; and

(e) the spproximate number of covers pen-cancelled
during this period.

(sgd.) P.G. Roberts.
Seeretary to Government.
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London Missionary Society .
SO ee e —
Rongorongo Training Institution,
Beru, Gilbert Islands .
Via Sydney, N.S.W., or Suva, Fiji.

H,E.Mande, ESq_.. 0.BE,, M.A, Feb Bth ]9 47

ThelResideney  TARMNKG = B 0 Sl e el v gty - Wils =

Dear Mr, Maude,

I have such a heavy lot of correspondence
venture to ask you to allow me to make this a kind to get through that I

of omnibus 1le

Firgt we do want you to know how very deeply we fee) Witlli ;ggr;n o=
tragic adident which involved the death of Miss Firth, She WS ¥u oh S bEA AL B
charming girl it 1s dresdful to think of her life being eyt orf in this so en Yealy
uncxreeied fashion, My wife tried to get a short note into the mail to Mrs. Hgﬁde,
and we hope it caught the last ship, We can imagine what 5 ghoek thi t have been
to you all, and perhaps especially to Mrs. Msude and aricf . ?ﬂwril:r:;zdie:vlike
this occur, we can but be very thankful for the Consolationg of tur Christian Faith
that this life is after all only an anteroom to th
th: Veil, 4 2 1arger and fuller Life beyoxﬂ

Then may I thank you for your kind mfl
cipated s@¢€lement of Christmas Island, In confid

Crowe , who seemedto be quite sure that in the eage

Y 10 onr e uX
ence ,ony 12&{1111-3' about the anti

ormant was Captain

of ¢
were veing taken as settlers, We are grateful fo, ycﬁf.i;?m;ﬂ 1sland :ﬁetm;g@ﬂ
the time comes, the request of the L.M.S, for sites Por b4 ind promise tha tw
work will receive considerstion, ligious and e'duca ional

Thank you for kindly trying to get raper fg,
know that through Mr. Roberts kind offices we are hopi
lot of Y% reams, presumably American paper - hdging !f]'go:;oiiet at least :ha.t ar;:in];
New Zealand, We have been glad to be able with the gt 8 measurements = K
Eeupente st ovarmest for grixbing) wrleis fora LLnCkd e heve o ek the,
Some time ago, at the request of Colomel F&x-Strang“h I 0 PP

Tarswa copies of all Government forms &c¢ whicCh we coui sent to your offic

the time that in many cases these e

I mentioned st the Time That in were o _

congequently it would be necessary for specimame g . :0::11 Flmogoigsi"o::: i
required , At the samé time I sent specirgoen:r!!heetg of seye e £ r which .
we were then 2ble to offer for printing Governmeng formg ‘ral kinds o hpapﬁ fain
supply of tinted papers, mostly of fafrly light weight g, We gtill have a ¢
side omly, tut also some heavier and better qualjty table for primting on on

Certificate of Marridge forms nmow bedng sent to Tar&wc as we have used for the
the printing of a consigerable gquantity of such rOrma 8  We can still undertake gy

will be acceptable, It is white printing paper fq, Bo “‘I:’Bially if tinted p:tperf
ork that we are sho of ,

I am enclosing s copy of a letter that |
if it is 2 matter in whieh you have a voice, we f‘:’“ting %o Mr, Protheroe, and
word from you to Mr, Protheroe or whoever is °°"1cern d mich appreciate a friendly
might help to open the way for us to get our m"ﬂitu ®d with these matters, which
by am expeditious and reasonable mesns , NOT NUW'. hur: Dagd ROk Sukinar 1o AN

Thaps next year .

1 sm glad the collection of books reachg -
they will be of value, We have good hopes of “eeivm Safely, and that you feel
NEY TESTAMENTS and some BIBLES in Cilbertose, whey 41 "€ an ample supply of new
mopth, We liave mo E.D,a, yet, but expeet the ghj &: John Willjams arrives next
From information received it appears we shall hayg %o out the middle of March.
and Neurn to take there a mewly appoinmted ':1:;1011&1-, rer oo teloenn Iﬁazgn
will so eut down our Eim_that we shall :om ten be shia aurp, 1 am afra g
to visit the Phoemix slands on o;li way r dg Suya.' 'htit“ i had prwieusly_blow ’
te eall ot Hebi JIE Shers is sRyBRlig we OR To a.uiatlmom e m:y :;);e:e ercm..
peetive calls, plecase let us ko, regard 1o b in Lk

with very kind regards to you both,
1 am, Yours ’1“'1'613.




THE POLYNESIAN SOCIETY

(INCORPORATED)

c/o Alexander Turnbull Library,
Box 16, Government Buildings,

j%%ééézgzé¢g G.1:

10 February, 1947
H., &, Maude, Hsq.,
High Commission for the Westerm Pacifiec,
SUVA, KIJI ISLAIDS.

Dear Mr, Maude,

Referring %o your letter of 30 November,
regarding our proposal to supply binding cases for the
Journal, I am sorry to say that so slight has been the response
- & bare half dozen- that we are unable to précesd with
the plan. It is hard to understand, because one would think
that most people would wish to file their copies.

, If I am correct in my inference that you
have become the Resident Commissioner of the Filbert and

Ellice Islands, please let me conzratulate you upon your
accession to such distinction. At the same time, I feel sure
it would be difficult 4if not impossible to find anyvone so
well equipped for the post, and so appreciative ofhthe
Problems of the people within your realm.

With all eo0od wishes and kind rezards,
Yours sincerely, '

@ IPH T ;

Hon. Secretady,
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3 GILBERT AND ELLICE ISIANDS COILONY.
. MENORANDUM.
F11/2/1, '
No. 91. : " 10th ®ebruary, 1947.

From: Secretary to Government, Tarawa.
To =: District Officer, Gilbert Islands, Betio.

L.and owned or leased by non-natives in the
Gilbert lslands District,

Your memorandum lio, 70 of the 30th January, 19L7.

The Resident Commissioner has comuented
gs follows:-

"(g) Ordinance lio., 6 of 1942 is gbout to be superseded
by the Religious Bodies Registration Ordinance,
19L7 (it may, indeed, have alresdy been enacted)
which is a considerable improvement on the
former law, 1 consider, therefore, that it
would be best to wait a month or two until the
new Ordinance reaches us and then insist on its
striet application to leases by religious bodies.

(b) The Government has no copies of pre-war leases of
land in the Gilbert Islands District, all records
of this nature having been destroyed by enemy
action. The lessees (and "less frequently the
lessors) may have copies.,

(e) Virtually all Government leased land in the
District was rented without any formal lease at
all: simply a verbal agreement between some long
defunct District officer and the ancestors of
the present owners. Wherever leases existed, they
have been lost through enemy action: unless the
Southern Gilberts leases file can be found among
the records retrieved from Beru. It is hoped
to put all Government leases on a proper writien
footing, and & uniform rent per acre, at an
early d ate.

(d) The case of the Nanyo Boyeki Kaisha, as summarized
by lir. Pusinelli in the enclosure to this
memorandum, is one of consid erable complexity.

Can the District Officer please find out the
extent of the land owned by the Company and details
of any other assets and debts? If these are large
enough to warrant it, the High Commissioner can
then be asked for a 'vesting order' and 'winding
up order' in order to liquidate the concern. As
regards leased land, it may be presumed that there
was the usual proviso for re-entry after 3 months
default in rent payments and that the lessors
possessed the right to re-enter their laml as

from the 1:t October, 1°46°%

(e)



o -

(e) I xnow of no land owned by liessrs. Burns, Philp
though I believe one or two pieces sre owned
by lessrs. On Chong (W.H. Carpenter and Co.,
Ltd.). The Chief Lgnds Commissioner will be
responsible for locating and recording all
land owned freehold by non-natives in the
District and I have no doubt that he will
approach both firms in this connexion: I have
no objection, however, if the District Officer
would like to conduct advance enquiries, should
he consider them desirable. Before the war
there were believed to be gbout 100 pieces of
land owned freehold by non-natives in the
Distriet (all acquired prior to 1892) but I
imagine several of these have reverted to native
ownership.

As regards lands leased by the abovementioned firms,

the position is that all leases in this Colony seen by
me at any time bore the proviso "rent payable half-
yearly in advance on the First day of January and the
First day of July in each year and should default be made
in the said payment for s period of three months then
it shall be lawful for the said Lessor to re—-enter

and take possession of the said land". Assuming
Burns, Philp's and on Chong's leases were no exceptions,
the lessors had the right to re-enter their leased

land ;» the 1st October,. 1946, except on Bikati and
Betio, but subject to the lessee's right of restraint,
which neither firm have exercised and which in any

case expires on the 1st April, 1947, on which date
neither firm will have any interest left in such
lands. I take it that, in practice, all lessors have
long since re-entered? '

The Hig! Commissioner has been requested to terminate
by Proclamation the "military occupgion' of Bikati
as from the 31st December, 1946, and of Betio as from
the 28th February, 1947 (vide my despatch No. 6 of
the 17th January)."

(Siguned) P, G. ROBERTS

Secretary to Government.




Office of the Resident Commissioner,
Gilbvert and Ellice Islands Colony,
Tarawa.

410th February, 1947

Dear Alexander,

On goin: through some of my old personal
records, I have come scross a report which my wife
apparently prepared in 1930 on the orgenization and
methods of work of the:Nauru Co-operative Soclety.

I am sending it to you just in case it
may contain a few hints of use. The Nauru
Co-operative Soclety was elways run on somewhat
different lines to those in this Colony and was,
perhaps, as a rosult, rether more successful in
its activities. In particular, the fact that any
meuber of the public was free to deal at the Soclety
store on equal terms with members was a feature

. which we should do well %o intreduce in this Colony:
the "divi®™ at the end of the year is, of course,
a moual reature of Co-operative Socicties and is
reserved for members only.

I should be grateful if you would let me
have the attached documents back in due course, as
some day we hope to write a book on this Colony for
which I am amsssing a vest store of documentary alds.
Therec is no hurry, however, as we shall rot be
wenting it for the next year or two at any rate.

.‘ : Yours sincer-ly,

(Signed) H, E, MAUDE

W.Go AW e E’Qme’
Betio.




11th Iﬁ'-ei:ruary s 1947.

Dear Lake.

I see thot you inchrred expenditure to the
tune of £2.9.11. on the ceclebration of the King's
Birthday at Funafuti. As there was no allocation for

ture on this item from Vovernment Funds, the
Treasury have had perforce to charge the amount to
your Advance Account, as in the case of one or two
other officers vho did the same. It will be different
this year as I have once again put the pre-war
provision for King's Birthday celebrations on the
Estimates and you will be informed of the Ellice
Island’'s allocation in due course.

Mecanwhile, as 1 am anxious that you should
not suffer personally on this matter,; I sm sending
you by "Maureen" a bottle of Whisky and another of
Rum, I hope that they bdoth reach you safely.

I shall be going on leave early in April
80 may not be able to see you again until my return
about March 1248. I hope you have an execellent leave
and come back full of energy and vigour.

Bryant will be taking over as Acting
Resident Commissioner during my absence,

With kind regards,

(Signed) H. E, MAUDE

A.G. lake, Esquire,
Distriet Officer,

Ellice Islanda




11th February, 1947.

oy dean Foze- ""?‘”’7‘7

Thank you for your letter of the 23rd Novenber
whieh I should@ have answered long ago. Actually, however,
there has been no outward meil since its receipt (except‘
the plane on which it came) so my inexcusable delay is of
no practical import.

You sound quite lyrical about Palestine and
somehow I feel it in my bones that you will like it very
much indeed. It is, of course, not everybody's meat but
I hear that Clements, who has bcen transferred there from
the Solomons, considers himself extremely fortunate. I °
should imagine that 1life there would be even more exeiting
than these islands must have been during the invasion.

Life here is pretiy circumscribed these days
and I honestly believe you would feel yourself in prison
(and strait-jacketed at that). During the war you could
at least move around a bit and an occasional new face
appeared above the horizon: now, however, there is nothing
from week to week. The Christmas mail is still in Suva
and efter the "lMaureen" leaves here tomorrow with this
letter there will not be a single vessel of any type or
size left in the entire Colony. You may have felt that
this was "sleepy hollow" before the war; what you'd think
now, I can't ne.

I'm not complaining myself since to me this place
is home, or the nearest spproach <o one 1've ever had: but
to snyone who had any particular ties to the outside world
it would be horrible. The one thing that never lets up
is the work, which has tripled and more in the last year,
due to the expension of peace-time organizations generally,
Com ission. I see that I've written 150 letters and :
telegrams to the High Commise ioner alone during Jenuary
and our eorrespondence with the D.O., Gilbert lslands, was
well in the hundreds by the first week in February. Alack
eday, where will it all end?

V. Pox-Strangways, uire,

C/o The 3eeretariat,
Jerusalem, _ J



All your personal effects have been duly
forwarded to you by the last vessel to leave here: they
were being stored here sgainst your return and should be
in good condition, despite severe westerlies, as they
were kept in a very dry place. Neither Beneuro nor
Livolo said or did anything ebout them - Livolo, in faect,
left for Fiji soon after, where he now lives with his
wife Clara Harris.

A few of your spoons and forke have been
retrieved during the last few weeks by the D.0. at Betio:
they were apparently left by you for use in the Betio mess.
These are being forwarded by this mail, I sent a
Circular round asking whether anything else of yours
could be found anywhere: glass, kiichen utensils and the
iikei but have drawn & blank; so I hope there is nothing

ssing.

Many thenks for your assistance in getting the
natives some war compensation. They have been very
patient over the matter, but a telegram has recently
arrived approving the necessary expenditure, so we can go
right sheads I don't lmow what your inmpression ol the
Colonial Office is: I suppose they're terribly busy, since
they only approved our estimates for tle year ending the
318t March a week or two ago. It's awkward not knowing
what one can spend. However, when they do reply they
seem generous enough and not obstructive in any waye.

The Colony Trede Scheme is proving a great
success and Alexander, as Co-operative Societies and
Development Officer, is putting the local Co=operatives
on a stable footing preparatory to turning the Teade Scheme
into a Co=operative Wholesale Society run by an Executive
Commit tee of the meunber retail Co-operatives. We are
starting a Savings Bank in April and hope to persuade -the
Colonial Office to let the funds be invested in the Trade
Scheme for the most part, which would enable us to repay
the loan from the United Kingdom.

Pusinelli, who is in charge of Medals, decorations,
pensions and gratui%iea,_and incidentally a first-class
secretariat officer, produced a letter a few weeks ago
detailing the position regerding your Pacific Star, etc.,
which I duly signed, not knowing much about the subject
myself. He, however, has such things at his finger tips.
I see that you are also due for a little gratulity of
£A62 odd (£50 sterling) in respect of your service with
the G & E Defence Force and this should reach you through
the Crown Agents in due course: Pusinelli tells me it
.does not include any gratuity in respect of your service



3

with the F.M.F., which is apparently up to them.

Wernheam has gone to Malaya, Dickes to Nigeria,
Clarke and Kennedy have retired, so there have been
considerable changes since you lefti. The new Cadets, as
you 8ay in your letter, are pretty hot stuff and we are very
pleased with one and all so far. They put people like
old sleepy Major guibe in the shade.

it was extremely generovs of you to say in your
letter I did anything at all to lighten j .vr work out here.
Persunally, I feel you had an extremely tough time all
round, what with the eecentricities of the Americans and the
clannishness of the old Pacific squad. lowever, you are
well out of the circumscribed life of the islands ("insular"
iz a most apt word) and now its over I don't imagine you
regret it, Certainly no one could have kept the Colony
going as you did during the very difficult period of the
Americean invasion. I know, because I had just one month
of it at Betio and andther few weeks would have seen my
resignation (inecidentelly, the last American leaves Betio
in & week or two).

Honor joins me in wishing you and your wife
the very best in Palestine and may you both enjoy every

minute of it,
Yo oy bnsly

e



1086, Park West,
Marble Arch,
Tondon, Wil

23rd November 1845,

/(L-Ia[uv [ Caest,

I write in some haste to tell you that you can now
srder a new R.C.! T have been lappointed an Under-Seeretary in
Palestine, and expect to arrive in Jerusalem bheofre the end of
the year. My address will be:-—

c/0 Secretariat
Jerusalem
Palegtine
and perhaps you could have tiis registered in my papers, in case
there is any outstanding correspondence.

I wrote to the Ag. R.C. (?yourself) a couple of weeks
ago asking if some enqguiries could be made about 4 or & packages
of mine which were to have been sent down, and probably were so
sent, to Suva arfter me. All the rest of my kit has arrived from
the WPHEC store in Suve, but not these; I expect that they were
put in a separate nlace and Lurns Philp were not told to eolisect
them. But if you could check up Ffrom Beneuro or Livolo that they
did leave Tarawa I should be grateful. There were some rather
valuable and quite irreplaceable reels in the stuff, breides -sone
gouvenirs I don't waht to lose, .And a pistol.

I hope that you are fit and having a good time; I wonder
if your wife is up in the islands with you now. I had a cheerful
letter from Roberts some time ago. I saw a telegram about some
ships in Australia, one of which sounded |[ike the answer to prayer.
1 have been lending wkat weight I could to the geographical dept.
in their efiforts to get out of the Treasury the money Ior war
compensation for natives. I fear that some of the Whitehail folk
think me a rude and unpleasant bushman; but I think we have stirred
them a little.

I am very much thrilled with the idea of Palestine; I had
always wanted to o back there, as it is such an astonishingly
attractive country. I thought the Pacific guite lovely, and in
very many ways would have liked to stay there; but when I think
of an autumn morning in the Judaean hills, with a singing wind and
partridges calling just below onej vwell, the Pacific takes second
place:. And the Tlowers in the Bbring; you literally can'® put a
foot down without crushing them. Horses top. It's Triphifully
expensive, but look what you get Tor it; a marvellous eciiimate, and
home leave every 18 months; a centre for visiting, on one's loeal
leave, suél places 48 cairo and the mile Valley, Constantinocle,
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Gyprus, Greece, and the Lebanon. MUY wife 1 u«L%4ﬂb@u at the
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14th Februery, 1947,

Dear Mp, Trotter,

I em afraid I only came
across the 500 stamps jou ordered
the other day: I had imagined that

. $hey had been sent to you on the

However, bDotter late than
never, and I tm% that you will
Tind them all in good order and
econdition.

Yours sincerely,

(8%gned) H, E, MAUDE

J, Trotter, Esguire

Burms Philp iaeﬁth Sea) Cosy Litdey
Suva, F1j1. .



Western Pacific High Commission,
M.J.F. Suva, Fiji.

9.9.46. 9th sapmmr’ Q%G.

Dear lir.Trotter,

Your lettersof the 2nd and 7th September -
have been duly received, together with a cheque for
£94108.68., (Fiji currency). I nofe that you would like
me to have 500 covers stamped with 1d. and 3d&. Peace

. Issue First Day Oovers and returned by registered post
to you at Box 355 G.P.0., Suva,

I haven't sighted the 500 covers but presume
they were sent direct to the Post Office and that I

. shall £ind them awalting me when I get to Tarawa.

This note is Just to acknowledge receipt of
the money and to assure you that the Job will be dene
and that 1t will cause no trouble atall,

Yours sincerely,
z ’/-,‘.f

@ - HeZe Neude,
@

. Trotter, Esquire,
Manager,

Messrs.Burns,Philp (S.8.) Co. Ltds,
Suva.
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CAPITAL £2,000,000

REGISTERED OFFICE, SUVA, FlJI
ALL COMMUNICATIGHS T3 BE ANDRESSED

T0 THE CONMPANY, KOT TO INDIVIDUALS.
SUVA, 204 sestenper. 102
5 n ) 19405,
FLJI
CODE ADDRESS: "BURNSOUTH"
BRANCHES: 13 17e T
e . i IE 'l eea
FlJl SAMOA A ey e oS = ; . .
SUVA APIA ity = raeiltile ich Commission.
LEVUKA PAGO PAGO T A
LAUTOKA NEW HEBRIDES —
LABASA
BA ViILA
SIGATOKA SOLOMON 23 Toa A Maaida
ROTUMA |5° FAISI P A LS N O T
TONGA GIZO -
NUKUALOFA MAKAM rapant iy
HAAPAI NORFOLK (% s Lelell B L
VAVAU NIUE 10 Jove Al

ILBERT [-e8 ELITRIN AL
TARAWA WALLIS |42

SYDNEY AGENTS:
BURNS, PHILP & CO. LTD.
7 BRIDGE STREET

LONDON AGENTS:
BURNS, PHILP & CO, LTD.
35 CRUTCHED FRIARS, E.C.3

SAN FRANCISCO AGENTS:
BURNS-PHILP CO. OF SAN FRANCISCO
MATSON BUILDING
215 MARKET STREET

AGENCIES THROUGHOUT THE WORLD







12th February, 1947.

Dear lir. Eastman,

Thank you very much for your efforts, together
with those of Kain Rongorongo,towards building the Beru
bridge: I'm sure that it is a good and substantial
structure and wish we could come down and see ite I
should like to be s@ble to repay yon in some way for all
the fuel o0il and time spont on this work, but nowadays
every item of expenditure not provided for in the Estimates
hass to be referred to the Secretary of State in London and
the Auditor examines each woucher with a Jjealous eye to
see that the British tex-payer's mo ey has been strictly
applied to the purpose for which it was voted. However,
I hope that we shall be sble to do you some rociprocal
favour in times to come.

I have put £1,500 on the Estimates for the
year commencing the 18t April for the construction of a
Permanent bridge at Beru, but it remains to be seen
whether this will be approved or not. I feel, however,
that it 1s going to go through all right and that we
shonld be able %o build quite a decent bridge or causeway
for that amount. I am hoping that the Mechanical
Engineer, when he comes to jJoin us in Mey; will be able
to superintend the work. '

Yes, we are about to go on leave. We are due
to leave Ocean in the middle of April by the "Trienza"
or "Triesta™ for Auckland and from thence to England by
a Blue Star cargo boat early in May. 1 vastly prefer
. travelling by carge rather than passenger ships. We
sho 1d be back about Harch 1948 and in the meantime Bryant
will ect as Resident. He has had 15 years in the
Colonial Service and has been transferred here from Nigeria
& %n the substantive post of District Commissioner, Gilbert

fhﬂ R.". .G-.H. Mmp OQB.B. 2
Beru and.




P9 2

) Two of our five new Lands Commissioners have
arrived at Ocean Island with Bryant and await some
vessel to 'ring them across here. I hope that one

or two of them will be going down to Eern to learn the
language and land customs. At all events I want to
avold their getting into the petty round of Colony
Headquarters; where everything mills ebout and nothing -
seems to get accomplished. Alexander is now sbout %o
be transferred as Co-operative Societies and Development
Officer end his work will be to put the various island
Co-operatives on their proper fect and have them
registered as members of the Co—oprative Wholesale
Soclety which is what the Colony Trade Scheme is about
to turn into. The local Co-operatives will be divided
into territorial groups and esch group will elect an
Executive Committee member who, with the rest of the
Comuittee, will be responsible for the control eof the
Wholesale Society. We are trying, with a certain success,
to interest the local Co-operatives in investing their
surplus funde in the 'holesale Society, where they get
3%. I believe several hundred pounds have arrived
recently.

I will write that notice for "Tero™ re the
Alfred Sadd Memorial Hell as soon &8 I can get down
to it. Somehow try @s I may I never seem to catch
up with the correspondence.

With kind regards from my wife and myself
to you both, _

Yours sincerely,

St



12th February, 1947.

Dear beinga,

There is Just & few minutes before t{he mail
closes to answer your note regarding Tebabure.  Would
you please let Tetl know that I did my best to enable
Tebabure to stay in Fiji but that it is absolutely
imposgidle. The Fiji CGovernuent would not consider
his remsining in ¥i1ji nor will they consider his
return $o that eountry. The reason is that there
is an Oprdinence (you could probably £ind it in the
Fiji Consolidated Laws) which states that no person,
other then & refident of Fiji, shall be permitted to

@ stay in or enter the country if he has been.-at any
time convicted of any offence triable by the Supreme
Court. The only person who can grant an exemption
from the provisions of this law is the Governor
himself: I tried this avenus but it was no use. As

'- I expacted he was not prepared to exert his .
prerogative in favour of a murderer.

In any case you might tell Teti that
Tebsbure was tried here as a worker in the Publie
Workd Department but had to Pe dismissed as being
a lazy troublemaker. ‘

Yours sincerely,

—

Tofings Foua, .
Western Paeific High Coumilesion,
Suva, Piji.
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The story is that Teitl wanted me %o type this letter
for him. I am sorry that he sent it in 15 minutes befy re I set out to
 to take Tebabure to the "Awahou". Yrs obediently., g . s p

_ Dear Hrs. Maude, el
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s "Greenways',
Cliffe Road,

- Barton-on-Sea.
1. &5 S 2 AT Hants.

Dear H. 8. M.,

Many thanks for your note of the

rd. December which has just come to hand. Thanks
also for sending on the gquestion of my leave to
Stapledon - it is quite beyond me how they ever
arrived at their figure in Suva. If Vaskess would
only give up his favourite reading and study,in-

tead, a sheet of blank papez, it might improve
his mind; make him less desiructive.

As 2 matter of fact, I have been in com-
munication-with Trafford Smith (tho' he has been
transferred to the Palestine side as, perhaps, jou
know) but he seems as hazy as I am concerning the
service angle. He is, however, putting me into
touch with our own man at the Colonial Office and
1'11l probably see him before making an official

.howl to you - should that become necesary.

Things in England have changed terribly;
nothing to buy or, at least, very little and that
at a terrific cost. Suits take a year or more to
ret but Pooles of Savile Row are making me two as

great favour to be ready by the end of this
month. (Sometimes it pays to go to the King's own
pet tailor!) I ordered six suits snd then asked
the price. 35 guineas! After being delivered of
a fine healthy e¢hild of 17} lbs. I came to and
wes too weak to argue sbout it. Didn't have the
guts to say I couldn't afford such fantastic
prices. When I told my wife about it she said not



2

-
a word until s few nights later when we had a
few people in for drinks: then she blasphemous-
1y used a story of Upton Sinclair's against me.
(You know the story? St. Peter decided "that God
should be psycho-analysed because He was suffer-
ing from delusions of grandeur - He thought he
was Grainger Clarke). Then she told the story of
my suits! As a matter of fact I'll get benefit
of reduced prices if prices fall before the ite
ere Tinished - if they fall! Then I went to RBur
berrys in the Haymarket and tried to get a sports
Jacket and a couple of pairs of flannels in =a
hurry. No hope of the jacket so I bought a r Ay
made one - price £17. 8. 9, repeat 17! The ¢ -
ed slacks, tailored and delivery within s month,
are a mere £8. 8. 0 a pair. So you see how it is
with us at Home these days. Against these blows,
however, God was very good to me in Australis; I
hit several prizes in the State Iotteries snd my
brother then borrowed a fiver from me and in-
sisted on putting it on a horse instead of re-
paying it. He knew the owner (sufficient reason,
in my opinion, for not backing it), but the nag
came home first, after all and we decided to
throw a party at my brother's flat. During
show I discovered that he had put £10 on the nag
so I allowed him to foot the whole bill. Did T
say that we got 100 to 1? Very sinful, of course
it was sinful, but why my damned brother didmlt
put £10 on for me instead of a lousy fiver %11
makes me savage. Still, it has allowed me to buy
expensive clothes snd I do love buying from the
most exclusive people!

England is suffering from th

. 1 1E 24 e
eold spel; in millions of years and I agggggd in
time for it, blast it. Temperature has been abow
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40 Yegrees on two or three occasions only and it
is still freezing all over the country. Transport,
botherail and road, is completely bitched; trains
snowed up, roads impassable, ships held up and al-
together things are in a most unholy mess. Coal is
scarce as all hell eand there are severe cuts in
both electricity and gas. Fortunately, my spouse
is a good Yorkshire housekeeper and she laid in a
large stock of coal several months ago. Prescient
wench; I approve of her acumen.

Muclhi talk about the fall of the Labour
Government, mostly wishful thinking, I'm afraid.
Churehill refuses a coalition which probably it
was neveriAtlee's intention to ask for, enyway.
But without 1light and heating the poorer classes
are having a damned bad time and there is murmur-
ing in the land. Bven the B. B. C. seem to -be hib-
ting slyly at the Government; one of their funny
men told us over the air last night, apropos the
lighting restrictions, "I've just written a song
that I have dedicated to Mr. Shinwell, the Fuel
IMinister, "The Candles are coming, hurrah,hurrah".
There is practically a black-out throughout the
.whole country; no street lighting to speak of and
train lighting has been reduced so drastically
thats reading is quite impossible. Teking it all
round I am:beginning to think I came Home at not
.quite the opnortune moment!

Down here in Hampshire we are luckier
than most other counties as we had a day's thaw
8 week ago and there is hardly any snow. In most
other places, however, there has been no thaw snd
feet of frozen snow lie everywhere.

So you are having Joan Hard back with
Yol SEain.santen a2V Phenk Roal Phestr same dand
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stayed with my wife for a time - much longer
than the week-end for which they were invited! -
and then they left England rather suddenly with-
out communicating any further with my wiie., 0dd
people, full of that old-world courtesy for
whiech I have ever been remarked in the Pacifiec.
I rather fancy that young Warren's threat about
coming to England had something to do with their
hurried departure. Hard told my wife that hi
idea was that Joan should live in Suva with y
boy - the boy getting a job in the Fiji Service.
God help Warren if he has to look after Mamma in
a place where it is easy to get alcohol!

Don't fail to get into touch with "16.
when you come Home - I'd like to have a yarn
about things Pacific with you; it might influence
certain things that I am thinking of putting up
to. the Colonial Office.

Anything further concerning salaries
revision and compensation for war damage? I am
writing you in regard to the latter -~ sending you
a couple of insurance policies (copies) which I
nope will support. the claim I have bunged in‘
Tarawa.

A1l the best to Honor and to yourself.
And, if wyou are - or become - R/Cmmnissioner, my
very hearty congratulations. We may not have
seen eye to eye on all points out there but a%
least we did have the interests of the Colony
and 'the natives at heart. I hope your efforts
won't be nullified by the thugs in Suva!

Yours aye,

]
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LIST OF OFFICERS ~ G.& E.I.LC.

ADANMS, MISS J, Sister in Charge, Central Hospital
and Nurses' Training School,Tarawa.
ATEXANDER, W.G. Cadet Officer,
AILAN, P, Radio Technician (Temporary).
BASTIN, R.S. Chief Wireless Officer,
BAURO RATIETA | Assistant Administrative Officer.
BEDDOWS, 1IISS J.C, Clerk, Treasury Department (Temporary,
BRUNDELL, J.E., M,Sec. Cadet Officer.
BRYANT, H.C,A., B.A, Administrative Officer (Grade I.) =
CARTLAND, B.C., B.A. Chief Lands Commissioner, 1
CLARKE, B,G. Treasurer and Collector of Customs.
COOK, J. Master, R.C,S, "Kiakia",
COWELL, T.R., B.A, Passdd Cadet,
DODS , MISS J. Stenographer-Typist, Resident
Commissioner's Department,
ENGLISH, P.T., M,B.E. Clerk and Customs Officer (Grade I,)
FOQN, W, Foreman mechanic, Public Works
Department,
FORENAN, R, Mate, R.C.8, "Awahou",
PULLER, A.E. Assistant Treasurer and Collector
; of Customs,
GRANT, A.F, Superintendent of Police and Prisons.
HARD, G.E, : Director of Education, '
HEATLEY , A, : Chief Officer, R.C.8,"Awahou",
HULLA®, T,.H.6. Government Storekeeper,
¥ERR, D, Wirelegs Officer,
LAKE, A.G, Cadet Officer,
1LLOYD, B.E. Administrative Officer (Temporary),
MAJOR, R.H, Cadet Officer;
IALTHUS, RiD, Chief Officer, R.C,.8."Kiakia",
MAUDE, H.E,, il,A., M,B.F. Acting Resident Commissioner,
MAYBER, C, Engineer, m,v. "Haureen",
HOBWEL, B, Chief Clerk, Regident Tomuissioner's

Depnrtman%. J
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PRDRO, J., B.E.lL,
PENITALA TEO

PITTS, W.H.

PROTHEROE, J.B.

PUSINELLI, F.N.B., B.A., M.C,
P\.‘Q::_..;J.I:L" ?‘I’T.H._

RETHER, W.

ROBERTS, P.G.

ROBERTS, R.Ge

ROSE, Dr, M,

SINCLAIR, A.D.

SINCLAIR, P.L.G.
SOWANT, J.

= R S
T‘_-L“. CAPTATN I‘l.

WALCOT, D,B.

WERNHAM, D.C.I., B.L.
WILLIANS, H.C.
WILLIAMS, H.C.R.F., B.A,

YAN SIK CEEUNG.,

wely ff,

Toreman of'Wbrks.
Asgistant Administrative Officer.

Chief Engineer (Relieving), R.C.S.
"Awahou".

llanager, Colony Trade Scheme. n

Cadet Officer.

Clerk and Customs Officer (Grade II.)

Master, m.v. Hargaret ,

Secretary to Govermment,

Adninistrative Officer (Temporary).

Senior lMedical Officer,

Manager, Ohristmas Island Plantations,
and Assistant Administrative
Officer.

Chief Engineer, R.C.S. "Awahou"

Engineer, m,v. 'largaret”.

Master (Relieving) R.C.S."Awahou".

Senior Assistant Medical Practitioner,

Clerk ami Customs Officer (Grade I.)

Administrative Officer (Grade II.)

Master, m.v. "Maureen",

Cadet Officer.

Clerk and Customs Officer (Grade IT.)
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| | London Missionary Society.

\ i o 0 1 s ol
) : Rongorongo Training Institution,
Beru, Gilbert Islands .
Via Sydney, N.S.W., or Suva, Fiji.
Qullf Vee: 19 L6




A PSR g e 4 SRR AR s S Re Catlon TaTand,

win with the general aceount of goods rccelve& at tna same lec,

"'\ u'!'_ % A it L ! \ j <4 ) B el
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T f-';iifx#‘ I em iﬂ recpipt of yﬁuc 1etter o, F, V7/15.0f the
% lsth October 1945.wr1tten Fos Lrs Watson,with reference KD
&»ton of flour brough* to the Isﬂand.h* she 3-5-'J- ucrllng WMortor
g aﬂ a”present from yourself to the Communluy of PiuCSiPﬂ. ol
s ﬁ,'fl-- I wish o 1nfonm:that this flouv have not been paid «
OEE £ e

as I have: checked wp each ina1v1cua1 svuoundo O“d&“cﬂ and ﬂo
R qhere shows that any one have-paia ?or the f'Lm:.r, I ﬁhlnL all

the peeple understan&.that ynu brlng'the flour ﬁbr the peonTa
S as agift from.yourselfn ' :
G i Xiam writing té Hrs.WﬁtSOQ in regard 1o this maﬁter'
as she forwarﬁ ycur 1etter on to me Lo check qp and o letiyon :
know what the p051tion i&n
We are very disepointed because the Duchess wont be -
e able to called at, the Island on her way home ,we all have been |
o 1mak1ng'forward to seeing her ov1ng to bad weather the ship wags
delsayed, therefore he cant call,
Wé also hear@ whether it is Official or mot that you wii:
-Pe pasging this way on your home slso sbout March,whether its
\Only & rutior or not we hope its true,
I em keeping very busy these days tending to the Peace
Stamps large amount of Orders coming infor the sStampse
Hoping that this £ind you and the family all well as it is with
us @ll, Katie wants to be remenber to MrSamaude;also-the:tWQ'girls
sends there regards to Alarie, .
\ Tam

Your obedient servant




TELEGRAM.

From: Mr. H.E. Maude, Tarawa.

To : Major E.E. Lloyd, Ocean Island.

19th February, 1947.

I am informed by Commission that I have been
booked by "Trienza" for Auckland in April. When
approximatesailing date from Ocean Island is known
grateful if you would pass it on to me.

Maude.
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GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY.

- Office of District Officer,
Fo__99/Lk. Gilbert Islands District,
Betio, Tarawa,

To All Non - Natives,
@ Gilbert Islands.

Under Island Regulation No. 10,all Natives of the
Gilbert Islends,unless exampted for any reason mentioned in the
regulation,are lisble to Communal VWork of two days a week from,
April to September under the authority of the village Kaubure,

2., Unless emumpt for other reasons can be plead, it would

be necessary to procure exemption for employees of Zuropeans
and Non - Natives other than Misslonaries.

3., This can be arranged either by payment of 30/-,to be
paid to the Netive Government as Commutation fee for the Native
specified,or by meking a labour agreement for a period over '

. one month, exemption from Communal Work to be concurrsmt with the

period of agreemont.

| 98 Forms of the Memorandum of Agreement can be procured |
. by application to the District Office and should be signed before
' 2 Deputy Conmissioner for a fee of 2/6, |

o€ Ry dladiian—

Distriet Officer,
Gilbert Islands District.
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27th FPebruary, 1947.

Dear Mr. O'Dwyer,

I wonder if you could kindly obtain say 300
copies of the attached pamphlet from the U.S. Nilitary
Authorities in Hawaili and Tforward them to me in due
course? ihen I was in Ilonolulu a couple of years ago
I heard, from a member of the Fifth Amphibious Force,
that there were several hundred spare copies lying in
their store and no longer required. They are useful -
to us for issue to Cadets and others requiring a brief
elementary picture of conditions here.

We should, of course, expect to pay for the
pamphlets eand all charges in this connexion should be
debited to the Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colonye.

If you have no luck, I should be grateful irf
you would return the copy of the pamphlet now sent; as
it is our only copy and consegquently rather precious.

My wife and I hope to go on leave to England
in April: the first time for eleven years, sSo there
will be few who remeuber us.

I hope you enjoyed Sinclairs recent visit from
Christmes. Ve are sending him a special ship in a few
weeks and thereafter three times a year: furthermore, I'm
putting a British wireless station on the island which
should start to function in April - so he'll feel neglected
no longer. It certainly seems time that we stood on
our own feet in those parts.

I am taking Major away from Fanning by the
fortheoming trip of the "Muliema™ from here and, all belng
well, substituting a recently joined cadet by the name
of Nicholson, who should go direct from Austfalia on the
"Waihemo®™. I hope Dawson and yourself will take to
Nicholson: all I know sbout him is that he is 24, single,
a B.Se, and formerly Steff Radar Officer to the tish
Naval Commander in Chief, Germany.

J.c. O'Duyer, Esquire.
H.B.H'l. cﬂml,
Honolulu, T.H.




The Colony service is steadily £illing up and
we now have over 60 Europeans, of whom sbout 20 are
University Graduates from England in sme one brsnech or
other of the administration. It all mesns the more
work for me until I don't lmow whether I'm coming or
going. However the wartime state of chaos is
gradually elearing up.

lHany thanks for your efforts regarding the
purchase of the Betio base: we still await the visit
of the F.L,C. officer from Guam but now hear that he's
got to liguidate China first!

Please remenber me to Harry Dawson, but
possibly he has already gone home,

Yours sinecerely,

(Signed) H. E, MAUDE
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11th March, 1947,

Dear Euory,

Cnce again I owe you @pologics for not replying
promptly to your letters. There werc several peints in it
which I wished to refer to District Administration and others
but now I have got things straight, I should be delighted
if Dr. Eatherine Luomela takes up the CGilbert Islands as her
speeiel field of research. 1 an afraid, however, that I
shall be leaving the Coleny in = fortnight for long over—
due leave in England and shall not be baeck agein wntil March
néxt year. I conmot, therefore, make eny detailed
arrangements for Dr. Luomsle's tour and work here and you
would need to get in toush with M, H.C.,A. Bryant, who is
taking over temporarily from me, when the date of her
departure and probable date of arrivel here has beoen settled.
NMr, Bryent has not yet aprived at Tarawa from Africe, where -
he has spent his previous éareer; so I am unable to bring
th-mtterrgpto himparnom s but I will leave a note on

1 om sure that lir. Dryant, and the rest of the
s-tatztma, will do all m&:hay can for Dr.'mmla and
any o enthropologiste may come here ) your
blessing: I em hoping, hewever, thet it will be found possidle
e Dr. Luomala's visit uhtil my return in lMarch as
desl of information (written and oral) which
» to at her disposal and would probably be
in the best pesition to put her on the right treck for

§
|
|

think thst there will be the slighteat
the G to
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Vie should be texribly pleased if you are sble to
underteke research work in the Ellice Growp. Judging from
your letier that would mot be until my return, sp we shall
have the pleasure of having you to stay with us.

Regarding planes; I am told that they put in-at
Tarawa from Kwajalein about twice a week. A few
come here occasionally from Honolulu, hut I ‘belim that
it 4c not the general rules The a:lr-field is on Betio
Island which I soldom visit and so I have no real idea
when planes come and go.. It seened, at one time, as if
the Ameriomns would have abandoned their Betio base by
the beginning of this month, but I understand now that thay

my be staying on for a mmgh or two longer.

Hi wife and I were rather amused at Dr. Buck's
suggestion that we should do the ethnog of these
Islands: I am gpure thet he cannot have the remotest ides

of what is entalled in administering a Cnlouy such as th:.s,
stretched over 4,000,000 square miles of ocoan, It is
$rue that I now have the assistance of A European staff of
over 60, of whom 20 arve University gradumtes, but never-
theless, I heve to put in ten good hours a day seven days
a wook mt the deslk, Ny work is unfortunately now rather
removed from the life of the Gilbertese themselves and I
seldom epeak to a native from one week to amthers It

is unfortunate, but cannot be helped, since the enormeus
volume of writing work keeps me chained to one islat on
thia atoll and there appears to be no chance of me visiting

any other place even for a day.

. One or two of the younger Administrative Officers
in the service are trained anthropologists, bdut they too are
rother overws M{nm-umwnahm

I remeuiher
Pijian mm m;r
'ﬂgiﬂ come i: &
due revieion of 1
Hiram Bingham,
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I am sending you a Gilbertese Grammar for
Drs Kuomala: elso a recently published collsetion of
Gilbertese myths and legends which she wight use as a
reading beook and a work on Gilbertese composition.
You I am sending ZLennedy's Grammer and Vocsbulary of the
Ellice islands dialect and & copy of the Native Covernments
Ordinance which was published this wonth: wmnfortunately
we have very little written in Ellice. I have also
subseribed to the Gilbert lsland news magaszine “Tero"
which we have recently commenced on behalf of Dr. Kuomale
and to the =Ellice ilslands counter-part "“Tala-o-Tuvalu" for
yourself, and I hope you receive it direct from the Public
Relations Officerthroughout 1947, I connot say how it
will progress during my asbsence but at any rate I will
hewve it revived as soon as I get bask again as these
mgasines are of the groatest velue to the natives.

Thenks elso for your letter of the 18t February
regarding Cilbertese plent names, I should say that

‘these names may have local dialemt variations, since there

are five dialects in the Gilbert Group. No doubt
Dre Luomala will De sble to eollect them when sho comoB
down here, You ask in this letier sbout Dr. Luomala's
transportation. We have no regular service from anywhere
and I ean only suggest that you telqmﬂ when you know
when she would be ready and whoever is charge here
can let you lnow the best means of getting here: it
would gro‘bably"bo via Piji but I am afraid she might have
to wait several wecks in Suva and that it would toke at
loast two weeks to get to Tarewa from that port and then
snother ten days or two weeks before she could get on to
any of our more isclated and wmtouched islands,

1 am afraid that we are the true "back of beyond"
end that anyone who comes here must give up all idea
of time. As I believe I said to you befors I cannot
mum mthmomn really getting down to things
in thi ony under a yoar.

_ I will write to you as soon as I get on leave
ond let you know my address.

With bent wishes,
Yours sincerely,

(Signed) H, E, MAUDE
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No.Fe6/2/Ae...... OFFICE OF THE RESIDENT COMMISSIONER,
GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS
CoLoNY.

Tarawa,
17th Meti, 1947.

Te Tia Koroboki,
Abaokoro, Tarawa,

Ko na mauri, , .

Ao te mane se maitina £4e 10. 0. ba bon tikuis mani
Makurin Aon-te-Aba ana tia makuri keinsbau aika tenimen, bas-

(a) Nei Teaira;
(b) Nei Etita; eo
(¢) Nei Tangira.
2., N ns baitl ni kukurei ngkena ko kona ni kanakomaia nakoiu
ni kekaokoroi beba ni kakoaue ba e a tia ni kabakaki te mene
ibukia atseinaine n tatsbemsnia n te aro are a kona n angan te

Kaubure ba aia kakosua ba a tiku moni Makurin Aon-te-Aba n te
ririkl asei.

Ti ngala anne,

(Signed) H, E, MAUDE

Te Unimane.
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17th HMarch, 1947.

I received your welcome letter of the 15th
December yesterday, and it brought back pemories of the
bitter cold of Chicago and your kindness in helping me to
obtain sufficient warm clothing to survive a month in
England and a further month in Washington before returning
$o the balmy islands of the South Seas.

I wish I ecould help you more in your quest for
some position in this part of the world. Unfortunately,
shortly after my return to Suva I was appointed Resident
Commissioner of the Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony and
mizht as well be in smother world as far as the rest of the
Pacific is concerned. We are truly buried in the remote
fastmesses of the South Seas and yours was the first mail
to reach us since Dezember last. Consequently, I no
longer have the glightest idea of what is going in the more
civilized regions.

There are only three Consulates in the South Seas:
at Honolulu, Noumea and Tahiti. 1 do not think that you
would like the Honoclulu berth nor is it likely to be vacant,
as it is 7,nite a sought after appointment. The present
Consul, O'Dwyer, is from San Francisco and Ishould imagine
is likely to stay there for some years. HNoumea is always
given to a locel man and only runs to an office allowance.
Tahiti, on the other hand, I think you would like very much:
there {s not a great deal of work to do and it is extremely
suitable for a man sbout to retire. The post is not, as
a general rule, very much sought after, owing to the amount
of scandal and gossip and sordid Prench politics that _
characterise Papeete. Nevertheless, if you ecan ignore all
zhat :ordid side, 1%t is a beautiful country with a beautiful
1limate. '

¥Why not apply for the Tahiti job? I feel that

you wigsht get it, as it has been vacant on several oceasions
recently; Jjudging from the time ftaken to £ill the appointment
the foreign OiTice must have been experiencing some difficuity.
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The only position similar to a Trades Commissioner
out here is on the staff of the High Commissioner's
Department in Wellington. I do not know how they are situat-
ed now but a couple of years ago they were short staffed
and I should imagine that if you wrote to the High
Commissioner in ellington you would probably get an offer
of a position, in view of your experience in trade matiers.

The only other posts which I know &re going
begsing just at present, are on the staff of the South -
Pacific Regional Commission which is asbout to be formed,
Its headquarters are to be at Sydney for the first six
months and then somewhere in the “outh Seas, probsbly in
Suvas If you could get in touch wlth the people concerned
you umight have a sporiting chance of getiing on the
secrectariat of the Commissions

I think you would like the position of Agent and
Consul, Tonga, but I see that it is invariably filled by
a Colonial Service officer, since the duties are mostly
advisnry and to a very limited cxtent conSular.

We have just shipped our first large load of
copra since the war and trade generally is liiking up in
gpia part of the weorld; not that it was ever very important

Sr'Ce

I am sorry not to be of more assistance to you
but if there is any way in which I can help please write
to me again, am just sbout to on long leave to
Englasnd so a letter C/o. Colonial ce will be sure to

-

—
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- London Missionary Society,
' Rongoromgo, Berus

22nd March, 1947.

Dear lMpr, Haude,

As you sare shortly going on long leave, and
as I expect to be leaving the Gilberts in June, may
I teke this opportunity of a mail going north to send
you our best wishes for your well—deserved leave, and
at the same time Kkindly co-operation we have received
from you in the past. We hope jpou will both
come back much r efreshed and ready for another term
of service, and that in that term you may be able
to effect much in the way of pro oting the true welli-
being of the Gilbertese people, in whom you both
take so warn an interest.

As I have already told you elsewhere, we s
ourselves are hoping to stay in Fiji for some nine
months or so before going home to England, unless something
occurs to change our present plans. So we may just
possibly see you again in ¥iji before we leave.

Owing to the policy of our Mission being in many
respects different from that of Government in regard to
staff, I am unable t o tell you with any definiteness who
Will become Chairman of the Mission after I leave, but I
have 1little doubt that Ref. J.V.Spivey, as he will then
become senior member (male) of the staff, is likely to
beelected.: «The-position is an elective one, the
Chairman for the ensuing year being elected each year
by the members of the Mission District Committee.
Personally, I do not consider it an ideal arrangement, but
it is the plen provided for in the Society's regulations.
1 have been fortunate enough to have the cordial support
of my colleagues, and have been re-elected many years
in succession, which is quite as much a tribute to their
good will as to my quelities which I may have had to fit
me for the post.

It is expected that Rev. J.H. Spivey will come
from Morikao to Rongorongo at the end of the mission
visitation about to commence, and that he will be
appointed Principal of the “ongorengo Institution, but
that @appoi tment is madd from London: and owing to the
extraordinary bad fortune we have had with mails, we have
not yet received replies to resolutions and co rrespondence
sent home to England as long ago as last July. Meanwhile
gfter I leave in June it might be well to continue to address
official letters impersonally to the Chairman, as has
frequently been dome in the past,

Believe me,
Yours verey sincerely,

G.H. Eastman.

H.E. Maude, EBQ., MOBIE.’ M.A.’
Resident Commissioner,
Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony,
Tarawa.
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27th larch, 1947«

Desr lir. O'Duyer,

_ Thmsoummchm::':xmgsuptmsoo
copies of "lNotes on the Gilbert Islends®: <there
is ebsolutcly mo hurry about them, especially a8
I shell mot be back until next larch. I should

e alse very grateful for the 30 coplos of
Emory's "South Sea Lore" which the Bishop Huseum
have kindly offered: they will do Wory well for
hemding to new sprivals to the Colonye. Ve heve

mmmmmthommatmmm
-memmenmwmiw.

1 understand that the ohnrts mentioned
arrived, presunably care of liajor DEOuS.
m&mmmmn{mﬂ

troated es "Restricted” until teken off the

1 em just in the throes of handling over
hhmtm;ﬂm ibﬂn?;.-
mmwmﬂrm_ Ss
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fSlJ\‘i\VMMWMlltthanuany,M1947.

FUI

H.E.Maude, Esq.,
Tarawai

GILBERT & ELLICE IS.

Dear Sir,

About two months ago, before Mr. Trotter
left for New Zealand on sick leave, he told me to
expect to receive from you 500 First Day Covers
of the Gilbert & Ellice Is. Colony Peace Stamps,
the envelopesfor which were apparently fully
addressed and sent to you. I was also to expect
Covers from other sources. '

A quantity arrived recently by the "Awahou"
mail, but there was no indication from whom they
were despatched and the quantity received did not
tally with the quantity stated in Mre. Trottertg
notes to me.

It will be two or three months yet before
Mr. Trotter returns to duty, by which time it
will be rather late to check up if his notes to
me are correct and more particularly as he has
given me instructions as to the disposal of these
overs.

It would be apprecilated very much if you
would be so kind as to let me know by return
m 1l whether or not you were arranging the
despatch of §00 First Day Covers for Mr.Troﬁ?er
and whether or not they have been postedess A

With thanks in anticipation,

Yours £ 1ly,
Wﬂé‘é»

(F.C.GOOCH)
ACCOUNTANT.
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248t April, 19L47.

Dear Mr, Eastman,

I see that the "Kiakia" is sbout o leeve for the
Southern Gilberts, whieh affords me an oprortunity of thenking
you senssmaks for the good wishes expressed in your letter of
the 22nd March and to say that I sincerely hope that you will
84111 be in Suva when my wife snd I return from leave;

probably sbout lareh next year.

I £ind 4t difficult to belleve that you are really
leaving the Gilberts after all these years: you were both

- "pld-tivers” here when we first arrived in 1929 and it

nust be a stiff wrench, in a way, severing such long
conneetions,

‘I pneed hardly say that both you and your good wife

will be sadly wissed by us all. When we Tfirst landed at

Beru in uay, 1930 we had been soleimly warned at Ocean Island
that the waintenance of amicable relations with the Mission was
an impossibility; amd yet our relatlions over the intervenlng
17 years, both personal aud officiel, have been pleasant and

_ us in the extreme. 1 cannot mysell rccollect a single

sion on whic: we have had & seriocus difference of opinion:

certainly, if we had, it stayed on an o.Ticial plane and
never extended, as is so often the case, to our private lives.
Incidentally, I may add that Sadd and yoursclves were
responsible for converting me from a theoretical oppounent of
Mission work to one who would gladly testify on their behalf
at any public meeting.,

_ 1% gives me a very real pleasure when I think how
mach Missioa-lgvernment reletions have improved of recent years
:ulminating in your receiving what was really the officilal

ank-you" from the Government for your lifetime work and
an acknowledgement of the regard in which you have come to be
held in official circles. I had hoped to be able to invest
you with your insi,nis uyself (1% would have been & real
“eru function) buit, alas, the decoration has not yet arrived
8o the privilege will he anothers; and now I can only thank you
and your wife personally for all the kindness and help which
you rvc to us when Honor and I were a palr of inexper ienced

" Rongorongo,

. Island of u.




youngsters at ‘‘eru. We were often in sickness and
usually in perplexiiy; and I can remeuber well how we
both used to come across to Rongorongo in the touching
faith that whatever was our trouble lrs. Eastman sa@ e
‘yourself would know what should be done. Such was
our fortunate apprenticeship to this strange and

8pecislized 1life, and we shall always feel indebted
to you for it.

With best wishes for a pleasant sojurn in
Suva, :

Yours sincerely,

(Stgnea) H, E, MAUDE



NOTE TAKEN BY RESIDENT COMMISSIONER Ol LEAVE,
TO GUIDE HIM IN SELECTING TREASURY OFIICERS.

The following officers are required for the
Treasury Department.

(1) Assistant Treasurer and Collector of Customs.
Present sslary £500 x 20 - 600 x 25 - 700,
plus Cost of Living Allowance of £30 +
10% up to £600 p.a. and after that £90.
Proposed revised salary 2400 x 25 - 600
X 30 to 720, plus Expatriation Allowance
of £200 on £400, £250 from £425 - £600
and £300 thereafter.

) Stapledon's minute on this appointment, as
agreed to by Sir Alexander Grantham on the 12th ilarch,
is as follows:-

"I agree with the Resident Commissioner (see
his paragraph 7) that he stands a better chance of
getting a good man through the Crown Agents in the
United EKingdom than through Burns, Philp, in Auckland.
I think also that the Resident Commissioner may have
it in mind that he might be able to persuade the
Colonial Office to transfer a serving officer to
this post."

(2) Grade I Clerk and Customs Officer (if Mr. English
is transferred).
Present sslary £420 x 20 - 500, with Cost of
Living Allowance £30 + 10%.
Proposed revisSed sslary £300 x 25 - LOO with
Expatriation Allowance of £200.

With regard to the transfer of Mpr. English
lMr. Stapledon's minute reads as follows:-

"T agree that Mr. Maude should by personal
enquiry at the Colonial Office try and see if he
can get Mr. English tranﬁferrgd to some post, such
as a Librarianship under the “ritish Council,
provided that he makes it quite clear that we do
not recommend his transfer 88 a Treasury Officer."

(3) Grade II Clerk a8nd Customs Cfficer (unless my
proposal that a native appointment should be
made is accepted).

Present salary £270 x 20 - LOO, with Cost of
Living Allowence of £30 + 10%.

Proposed revised salary £180 x 20 to 300,
with Expatriation Allowance of £180 on £180
and thereafter £200.

(L)



(L) Government Storgkeeper.
Present selary £300 x 20 - 450, with
Cost of Living Allowance £30 + 10%.
Proposed revised salary £300 x 25 - LOO
with Expatriat ion Allowance as above.

'Mr. Stapledon has minuted as follows:-—

"It is diseppointing that the Resident
Commissioner does not feel able to recommend a
native for this post. Presumably there is none
yet sufficiently well educated. On that under-
standing 1 agree that lr. NMeude should try and
find a replacement for Mr. Hullah in New Zealand."

(5) Savings Bank Officer.
Present salary £420 x 20 - 500, with
Cost of Living Allowance as sbove.
Proposed revised salary as for Grade I
Clerk and Customs Officer.

Mr. Stapledon has minuted as follows:-

"I agree that the Resident Commissioner should
try and earmark an experienced Savings Bank Officer
in New Zealand to go up if and when the Secretary
of State approves the Estimates, but I consider
that a good native should be selected for training
under him with a view to his taking on the
responsibility alone whenever wastage occurs in
the European strength of the Treasury."

(6) Clerk end Customs Officer (Tempy).
Selary and Cost of Living “llowance as
for Grade II Clerk amd Customs Officer.
No revised salary provided for.

Mr. Stapledon has minuted as follows:-

"This is a temporary appointment reqguired
until the Treasury has been brought up to
strength with the appointment of the Assistant
Treasurer. I agree that the Resident Commissioner
should endeavour to fill Mr. Ramsay's vacancy and
this temporary eppointment by selecting candidates
either here or in New Zealand. There is one
prospective candidate here."

2 Mr. Stapledon has minuted that "in his
peragraph 6 the Resident Commissioner has advanced
reasons for obtaining all fresh staff required from the
United Kingdom rather than the Dominions. I feel
myself that, because of heavy expense of passages to
and from the United Kingdom, he should at least try
the Dominions first."
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Ref. para, 8 of @ » suggested lines of further
representations Would be as follows:=-

(1)

(2)

(3)

(L)

(5)

We cannot at the moment eolonize Fanning,

Washington or Christmas, or indeed any
other island: settlement of Flint and
Caroline would, therefore, serve as an
earnest of our intention to implemert
oft-repeated colonization promises by
some conerete action. It would thus
haage & considerable morsl and propaganda
value.

Flint and Caroline Islands are ideal

“nursery” islands on which the newly-
appointed L.C. can cut their teeth.
They will inevitably meke mistakes at
first but far better make them on a
suall scale than large. |llistakes

made later when colonizing large islands
such as Christmas may cost thousands of
pounds and there is no school of
eplonization so valuable as actual
experience.

Delay in the molonization of these islands

means delay not only in dealing with
war danage compensation in the Ellice
Group but also the finalization of the
Lands Comuisslion there - so near to
completion - for it is a waste of time
adjudieating on lands disputes which in
any case will settle themselves by

one or both of the parties becoming
colonists.

As stated in pare. 2 of (0 , Ellice Islanders

have already been advised of imninence of
eolonization of Flint and Caroline. The
will regard it as a distinet breach of
faith if we now back out and hand then over
to Prench interests. :

1t seeus moct unfortunale, from every point

of view, that, if islends (for some obscure
reason) have got to be exploited by commercial
interests (rether then by the Govermment on
behalf of future settlers), the comuercial
interests cannot be local residents rather
then a Frenchman using French 1 abour. Why
should our people not have the very large
profits from t)is uniertaking? I could
organize & non-Government co-operative
Group to deel with the whole business in a
few wecka .



(6) Under the present proposal, it should be
emphasized that the eopra produced on
a British island is being lost to the
United Kingdom, which urgently needs
it, and handed over to foreigners.
This is so unnecessary, when we can
handle it alle.

(7) The difficulty in commmicating with the
Southern Line Islands, over-emphasized in
recent correspondence, will practically
venish with the arrangement for
quarterly supply ship to Christmas coupled
with an 83 footer for the Line Islands
District.
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29th April, 1947.

9-2«_ Fomc - %W'/"

" Your letter of the 12th January has Jjust arrived
and I hasten to reply to it. I an extremely sorry that
you should be worried about your personal effects as I
feel certain that they will have all arrived by now. I
have had renewed enguiries at Betio and Balriki and I am
informed that all the articles enumerated by you were
forwarded to Burns, Philp and Co., Ltde, Suva, by the
“Tamatea™, which left Tarawa for Suva on the 25th January,

Shortly after this your rish service and certain
oddments of silver, which had been left by you for use in
the Mess, were duly collected and forwarded on through
Burns, Philp by despatch which left here on or about the
17th February.

Finally in response to a telegram from you your
revolver was recovered from Mr. Yam and sent to you by
registered meil which left here by the "Naimbank" on the
20th March: the "Nairnbank" was proceeding direct, or
almost direct, to Englend.

I do sincerely hope, therefore, that you will
have By now received everything missing, but if there is
still something %o come, please let me know and it will be
recovered, even though 1 have to search everybody's house
on the station.

1 hope t0 leave here for Suva in a few days time
on a business trip to Suva, Sydney and Wellington, after
which we are due to sajl for England on long leave: I
think we sail from New Zealand about the 11th June. As
I have only had one long lecve in the whole of my service,
and that 11 years sgo, we are looking forward to it.

I gather that in Palestine you get your leave every
year so possibly 1 may come across you during the course of
the next few months.

de are in the throes of revision of salaries and
eonditions of service and I have Just f£inished a long report
on this subject. It will entail ug coming under the
Expatriat ion Allowance l;ra-t‘7m, M; believe was first
%ntro?ncfd in Palgstine.r )’;S‘,{'g,’zgd) H E, MAUDE

e N o]
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GILEERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS COLONY.

MEMORANDUM.

36th April, 1947.

From: Resident Commissioner, Tarawa.

To : Chief Lands Commissioner, Tarawa.

N Land Records.

This morning, while searching for some
of my personal effects in order to pack them, I
came across a bex full of files, among which I
discovered: -

(a) the papers containing my report onthe
colonization of christmas, Fanning and
Washington 1slands, together with other
miscellaneous papera dealing with the
settlement of the Line Group: this
report was asked for by one of your
officers the other day and, as there
was no record on file in this office,
we were about to send a Sawingram to
the High Commissioner asking that it
be copled out from their files and
forwarded here; and

(b) the missing draft of my provisional and
preliminary Lands Code for Beru Island,
which will, I think, be found to be
the most exhasustive Lands Code, except
possibly for Ocean Island, in existence.

24
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2. It will be noticed that, as in the -
case of most preliminary codes, this one
includes both customs still in use and those
which have heen obsolete for some time. The
customs, furthermore, have not been tested for
authenticity and I know that Land Custom No. 45,
entitled "Te Bobal" was regarded by the
Comission as highly suspect and a modern
Innovation.

3e I should be grateful if both these
files could be returned to me on my return

from leave, as they are my own personal records
and not Government copies,

(Signed) H, E, MAUDE

Resident commissioncr.




30th April, 1947.

Dear Mr. INicoll,

Thank you very much for your letter:
I eertainly eppreciate your kind remarks about
my eppointment and would have replied long before
this had there been a mail. Alas, we seem to
get more isolated as time goes on and I believe
we've only had two inward and one outward mail

in Pive months.

1 must admit that I was relieved to
hear that I had at last got a substantive post.
After nine years of aecting all round the Pacific
I had begun to feel that I was destined never
to hold a permanent position.

We have a very good crowd of officers
in the Colony at present and all seem 0 Work
together with considerable enthusiasm. of
conprse it's difficult not to be enthusiastic
sbout these people and even the most hard-bolled
soften in their attitude after a few months
econtact with Gilbertese or Ellice Islanders.

I hear that I am to leave here on the
5th May for Suva and again on the 7th for Rambi,
It would sppear, therefore, that I shall only
heve a few hours in the capital and am therefore
writing to thank you for your kind corgratulations
in ease you are busy or away and it may not dbe
convenient for you to see me.

Yours sincerely,

(Sigued) H. E. MAUDE




~f0 December, 1946.

My dear Maude,

I was delighted to hear when I returned the other
day that you had got the appointment of Resident Commissioner,
Gilbert & Ellice. I saw Fox-Strangways in London and under-
stood that you were still acting at the time because a job
had not been found for him, and I hoped that it would not be
long before the matter was £ixed upe. My most sincere congrat-
ulations to youe. The Gilbert & Ellice are fortunate.

I travelled out with Hard, Bryant, Laxton, Townsend
and Mrs. Pucinelli. I was very favourably impressed with
the three new officers who struck me as being of good calibre.
The Bryants, a pleasant couple, said they were delighted
to get the transfer from Nigeria and &ll of them were deter-
mined to like the @Gilbert & Ellice. Laxton is the more
serious type and, of course, is much older than most cadets.
He will certainly work hard and he is very keen on his land
Jjobe

My regerds to your wife.

Yours sincerely,



COPY.

mission.

WVestern Pacific High Cof

Suva, Fiji.

8th July, 1946.

Dear lajor Holland,
ther day
In my letter to you written th° 2

I forjot to mention one other point. His Bxceéllency is
rather keen on appointing a Y.i.C.A., or otheT Eflfgre
Officer to work with the Benasbans ond try 0 S5°T heg up
to help themsclves. We had several of thi® tgge W°?eéng
in Fiji during the war and people were rathe¥ “TPress
with the good they did.

p the Japsnese

Despite their hardships unde
regime, we have reason to believe thgt the penabans still
retain a snesking sffection for them; and foF onﬂtreason
only: the fact that they mixed fréely with the natives
and, although harsh, did not indulge in the S&Ae social
I cen't very well cell it 'colour') distinctlOns as we
o.

_ What is wanted therefore is 2 migs’“gnary
type of Y.M.C.A. or Salvation Army man who WOUSo mix NiiR
them all the time and sct as a go-between with Yhe
Administrative Officer up on the hill. He would not be
highly paid, a6 that alone would alienate tneé Penabens,
and need not be a men of any great education- _Just
Christisn sympethy and understanding, sbsencé ©f eolour
feelin:s, and a hard-headed, practiesl nature:

If you can find auch a paragobs please
let me know. | parag
Yours sincerely,

Major F.G.L. Holland, G.M.,0.,B.E,, (8gd.) H.7. weude-
14, Alverstone Flats,
Parliament Street,
Aueklend, N.Z. .



Minute by 4he Finsncial Secretary, W.P.HJ.C. -
16 th ey, 1947, .

—————

1'

. Mr. Meude,

chief Secretery.

_ My ninute of the 12th Merch to H.7. and ‘hig.din
reply were discussed at Terews with lr, lMsude and Mr.Erysnt.

e As regerds the post of Tressurer, it is becoming
apparent that Nr. Fuller has not é&s much drive as is
Aceirsble in the Hesd of this Depsartment, i.€., he doee not
chas= hie own officere herd enough, and I doubt whether be
ls"as fira ag he should be with other Hesds of Depertments.
Cn. the other hend he 'knows, his job, and I think he'has on
ocegsions been able to. help the RE.Cr. with uvsefwl advice,
é.8., es regards the propoted Savings Esnk. (I understand
from Fiji P.WM.G, that Mr. Fuller it somethinz of en expert
on Savings Fenk@. The conclusicn provigionally reached
between the R.Cr. and myself was thet there is no -
poesibility of zetting locally anyone better than NMr.Fuller.
ACCOIdlnglj we propose to weit and see¢ what succese the
R.Cr. hes in recruitinz & msn through the Golonial Office
end/or the Crown Agents in the U.¥. If the Colonisl ;
Office egree to trausfer an officer from snother Colony it
may. be that he will be a men more rble snd experienced then
Mr. Ruller. In thst cese the new man would take the post
of Treasurer. Otherwise the new man will tske the post of
Aqsistant Treasvrer and Mr. Fuller willtbe promoied.

As raparaa all ‘the other appointments to ve made,

IHr Haude will now have plenuy of Time to &ece what can e

done in ﬁbw Zealand.

s Ag regards Nr. English it wes decided, that no
further action should be taken except to try and get him

transferred. I heve'dealt with this en his C.P.F. |

(Irtds ) .8, F-8ix
e . 16-5-“?-

Hlnute by Mr. HoB, Haude - 2§th May, 1947 -

—_———
et

5 @hief'sﬂﬁvétaryg

Please aee .8's, minute cbove. This séts out
the position to dste ae reperds Tressury Dept. personnel.

“Necessary action will be taken by me in W.Z« "and the U.K.

to find candidetes for the various Tressury posts, in
aceordence vwith H.®'e. instrietions. in his minute of the
12th Warch end I will report, with my recommendations, as
soon ag I have obtained auy results. No engagement will
be mede without seeking H.%"s. epproval (or thst of *he
St of State in the case af pqraona vesident din the v.%,)

Z\ Iin addition to the pointe reeerded in the F.5's.
minute ebove it was also decided that, subject to your
spproval, the position of arade IT Clevk end Customs

Officer hitherto held by Mr. Remeey shoculd be offered to
Tofinge, of the Hizh Commission staff, It would te vro=
poeed 10 geeond Pasifika from the 3. & ®.1.0. ta Ehé §
, - S M. O,
B e

-
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Excerpts from minutes in H.C. M.P. C.F.25/32/5.

(91)

Mr Maude,
CeSo,

(88) and (89) were discussed at Tarawa with Mr Meude
and Mr Bryant.

2. As regards the post of Treasurer, it is becoming
apparent that Mr Fuller has not as much drive as is desirable
in the Head of this Department, i.e. he does not chase his own
officers hard enough, and I doubt whether he is as firm as he
should be with other Heads of Departments. On the other hand
he knows his job, and I think that he has on occasions been
able to help the R. Cr. with useful advice, e.g., as regards the
proposed Savings Bank. (Iunderstand from Fiji P.M.G. that Mr
Fuller is something of an expert on Savings Bank work). The
conclusion provisionally reached between the R. Cr. and myself

-was that there is no possibility of getting locally anyone

better thanm Mr Fuller. Accordingly we propose to wait and

see what success the R. Cr. has in recruiting 2 man through the
Colonial Office and/or the Crown Agents in the U.K, If the
Colonial Office sgree to transfer an officer from another Colony
it may be that he will be a man more sble and experienced than
Mr Fuller. In that csse the new men would t=ke the post of
Treasurer. Otherwise the new man will tske the post of Asst.
Treas. 2nd Mr Fuller will be promoted.

5 As reg-rds a2ll the other sppointments to be mede, Mr
Meude will now have plenty of time to see whst ean be donme in
New Zeeland.

'S As regards Mr English, it was decided that ne further
action should be taken f££ except to try and get him transferred.
I have dealt with this on his C.P.F.

(92)
¢. 4,

Please see (91) above. This sets out the position to
date as regards Treas. Dept. personnel. Necessary action will
be taken by me in New Zealand and the U.K, to £ind candidates
for the various Treasury posts, in accordance with H.E's
instructions at (89) and I will report, with my recommendations
ag s800on as I have obtained eny results. NO engagewent will
be made without seeking H,E's approval (or that of the §. of
State in the case Of persons resident im the U.K.).

- Sk S
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H.E.M,
25.5.47.
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bwf* T Office of the High Commissioner
e

— g For the Western Pscific,
e q’/{.«-f / Suvs, Fiji.

ﬁw* " 30th Mey, 1947.

I enclose a copy of Snell's reply
to my letter, which you saw, about Protherove's
Ste=s successOr, and a copy 9f my further letter in
reply to Snell.

It is in character that his reaction
should be 289 prompt and constructive as well
as destructive. I imagine that he hazs not
consulted his Board but that he is confident
that he can c2rry them with him.

I eanticipate that you will now make
a serious effort to find sowmeone guitable
through the New Zealand Government. If you
fail would you let me know whether you know
Palmer snd if so whether you think his merits
outweigh the possible disadvantages of contin-
Uing our obligation to Morris Hedstroms.

o

* !‘Iﬁ 0 —
HaEa MﬂUdE, Esqag I'duBIE',

¢/~ Burns Philp, >-
Auckland, New Zeelend.



COPYS®

liorris, Hedstrom, Limited,
Suwve U RIJE

27th May, 1947.

Mr, R. de S. Stapledon,
Western Pacific High Commission,
SUVA .

e e

Deer Stapledon,
- FROTHEROE'S SUCCESSOR

I refer to your personal letter of the
26th instant, P.F. 429.

_ The difficulty in this matter is to get a
fellow with the necessary training and I am afraid
the New Zealand government could not help much to
this end. The proper wen must have I think South
See shipping ~nd merchandise exbPerience, and above
811l must have =bility to get on with South Se= Island
netives. It is possible that the New Ze~lsnd Govern-
ment might have 7ne of their sdministretive officers
in Semos or the C99k Islands who hsed shown =n ebility
to get on with South Sea Island natives, but it is
very unlikely thet such a2 man would have 2ny shipping
or merchandise experience.

I think we had better try to help you
again.

I could cordiaelly recommend Palmer, who is
now our manager in Levuka, 2s a man with the necessary
experience and qualities, and I think we could spare
him for two or three years (I say this period because
I doubt if he would be any more willing then Protheroge
has proved to be to stay for a longer period,.

Palmer draws rather more from us than
Frotheroe did when he was seconded by us, and I 4o
not think Palmer would be attracted by Frotheroe's
salary of £1,000 a year Australian currency, but
£1,100 a year Austrelian currency might attraect him.

I have ventured to write to him, of eourse
in purely non-committal style, to ask whether he would
like us to put his pame forward to you, and have of
course empbhasised that the appointment is in your
hande and not our handes and that all we c¢ould do would
be to suggeat him to you.

The alternative that I mentioned to you on
the telephone would be to suggest to Protheroe thot
if he will stry 9n =snother yesr =nd repects his rdvice
that after that Henshew should be ~ppointed to
suceeed him, and if Maude or other commissioner for
the time being then recomwends Henshaw, you would
agree t° appoint Henshaw.



I rather like this latter idea nyself, put
I fear that Protheroce would not agree to stay on
another year. If you think the proposal worth trying
I would suggest you should telegraph Protheroe.

Yours falthfully,

(Sgd.) H.B. Snell:



copy for Mr. Maude.

P.F. 429.

Office of the High Comwmiessioner
For the Vestern Paciflie,
Suva, Fijt.

30th uMay, 1947.

Deer Snell,

Thank you for your letter of 27th uay
regarding Protheroe's successor, and for your offer
to pee if you ean help us.

I en pending a copy of your letter to
Mavde in New Zealand. I feney that he has in wing
some particular individual who hee island tradiag
experience but who ip at present in the service of
the New Zealand Government. I imagine that Msude
will know Palwer, or at leest know of hiw, and thet
tie knowledge thet Palmer ir a poseibility will
provide Maude with a useful yardstick by whiceh to
meapure any candidate he may find in New Zealand.

As to your other propoeal that Protheroce
should be asked to reconsider his decislon snd etay
on Aanother yeer, I agree that thiep would puit upg
adwirably. ©But he ir sware that until we get
another men it is open to hiw to reconeider hie
decipion, and I 4o not thivk thst sny useful purpose
would be served by telegrophing him now. Next time
I write to hiw I shell wention it as confirming the
conversation I hed with him on the subject.

Yours sincerely,

(8lened) R, de S. STAPLEDON

Hol- ﬂﬂﬁll ] E.q\ll!",

fuve.
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CO-EDUCATIONAL .maw. éﬂoo‘f N.Z. FRIENDS ScHoOOL

RINCIRAL: WANGANUI
ARTHUR D GLWSS p.sc., Dir. Eo. & 3
A 12th June, 1947,
TELEP E 3184}
2 5

Degar Mr Mzude,

As I navebeen unable to get any response to my
communications, I have taken Alaric's name of~f tne
list and given the place to another boy,

Thank you for interest in our school,

Yours sincerely,



Tarawa Island,
Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony,
11th September, 1947.

A. Douglas, Esq., M.A.,
N.Z., Friends School,
Wanganul, N.Z,

Dear Mr Douglas,

I must apologize for not having written to you before
to let you know thet my son, Alaric Maude, will not be
attending the Friends School as we have decided that Wanganul
would be too far away from his guardians and friends in New
Zealand, all of whom live in or around Auckland, and also
possibly too cold in winter for one born and bred in the
tropicse.

We sincerely trust that this tardy notification will
not upset any arrangements but presume that, in actual fact,
you were not expecting him, since you had not heard from us
that he would definitely be coming.

Yours truly,
e
H.E- Haudeo




N.Z.Friends School,
Wanganui.

31st. July, 1946

Dear Parents,

There are several items of interest to bring to your
notice.

1. The Prospectus for 1947 is enclosed.,

2, The Price Investigation Tribunal has authorised an
increase in Fees of £5 per term for boarders and
£2 for day scholars. (See page 8 in Prospectus) The
School Committee (Governors) regret the increase but
shere is no alternative and our fees are still the
lowest in New Zealand.

3. The Director of Education has provisionally granted
the request to have the Secondary work in our Formi{1
recognised, This means that satisfactory Form Tl
werk may now be accredited as one year towards
University Entrance. (Matric.)

Howard Dyson.B.A. (Oxon.) has been appointed Senior
Assistant Master. He is an experienced teacherp
having completed 8 years as Junior House Master at
Ackworth, the biggest Friends School in Englang,

He s due to arrive in September with his wife and
three children.

=

5. A building permit to add another class-room also
Science and Art Room to the Schoolroom block has
been applied for. It is not intended however to
gxceed our maximum number of 100 pupils. The money
for this project has been made available by the
sale of the Friends Hostel, Vellington,

All our parents take a keen interest in the progress
of the school so I am pleased t0 pass on this. informat jon
If these considerations, particularly items 2 ang 2 :
necessitate a change in your plans please let me know
promptly.

Please adylse friends to enter children for St.3 op
8tL . about three years ahead. Apart from a rey day -
scholars in Standard 1V the roll for 1947 is complete
the boarders roll for 1948 is nearing completion and 4
there have been many disappointments, i

Yours sincerely,

A o+ T
Arthur Houglﬂss.

PRINC IPAL
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#idland Hotel,
AZLLINOTON ,
19 & June, 1947,

Dear lr. Shanshen,

Fith reference to our mnt conversation regavding
eertain personnel which it ie desired, if possible, to
recruit in New Zesland for the (ilbeprt and Z1llice lelands
Colony, I am forwarding, as promised, part.toularn as to
the salarids, elc., attaghed to each post,

(1) savings Penk Officep.

The salary at preasnt laid down for this position
i £FP.L420 x 20 - &P,500 th a Cost-of-Living Allowance
amounting to £F.30 + 107 et salary end a Duty Allowance
_ of 54,50 payable while residing in the Colony. Free
partly Turnished qmtera are provided. '

The roorgam.sation proposals at present being
considered by the High Commissioner provmc for a Masie
salary scale for the poast of AF.300 x 25 - SF. 400, with
an Expatriation Allowance of £F,200 antt & Duty Allowance
of iF,100 paysble while residing in ‘the Colonys A _

‘  deduetion of 107 of salary be payable for the rent
or Govermment quarters, Vo guerantee can te given at

this stage, however, that the sbove cr any salary
rﬂ'mm proposals will be ﬂpprovad.. )

There has not hitherto bam e Savings Bugk in the
Colony and the officer would be required to pogsess a
good sll-round knowledge of lavings Dank work, insluding
the keeping of all necessery books and records and the
investment of funds, while not least among his duties
would be the trainzna of native staff. « He would.work
ander the general dir aotim of the Colony Trecourer (who
is also Chief Postumster) and, as it is not anticipated
that his Savings Benk uativ&tiﬁ would constitute E:
time employment once the.initial organizetion had

¢ completed, he would be required to scsist in general’
Fostal and m wori whmur posqlhh.

If comsidered feacible, it wnum be desired to obtain
uarﬂmatmldrummam,munmknm“am
* secondment, unwhmwu the New

mhnﬂ Govermsent ﬁtmmmr ggquiteble: ofaga!m

-.onm then train o uble Iggsl pfricial qq 8uce

The present salary attached to this pnt is
£F,300 ¥ 20 - 8P, 450, with & Qest-of-Living Allowance
“m;?toti.jo+ Wﬁufuhggsi;“rw

B paysble while residing olony, , Fri

3 are provided,
!h:iu!nr mm & nﬂﬁm o ¢
considerstion provi w a a rpatriastion
and Duty nm mnm ‘mm with

that sel out sbove Por uu uﬂm Bank Dfficer, It
should be sgain emphasized, m. that these prpoposals
fiave nol been appmud. _

uwm B8g { 1 Affs
Dvpa%fmf gﬁ. sxberna fairs,



- The Covermment Slores position in the Colony
is in on wnsatiafactory state, and an exporienced
officer ie recuired to reorganize the whole gystem . -
on a proper footing ant inaugurate proper books and
racords. lle would work under the generzl supervision
of the Colony Treasurer (who la ex officic Govermment
Storekeeper) and, in particular, would have %o under-
take the ordering of Goverrment Stores and the setting
un of an adeqguate Unalloceted Store, of conalderable
importance in e territory having euch 1limited communic-
ations with coumercial ewtros. The sppointment could
either be on two yoors' probation in the firet inatance,
;1?;11;8'91& tgiommmcolgwnanmapm? ;
0 s Or-else on 8 or hmmmuecmpn
basis.

The term of pervice of the present Munager of '
the Colony Trade Schane, under secondnent roa Kessrs.lorris
Hedstram, Ltde, of mnabmttomm,hthohé

agreed %o stay on until March 194d.
Oovernment is looking for a good cammereial :m-:u
axperience in the buying and distribution mﬂnl
nerchandice, mencgement of shi
car - Irpmblo.m

Islandn m

memnmtmnamumnﬂnt ularvet
£0415000 per anmun buty iF m.
wonld probably be willing to ﬁ?"
ation for a really ﬂut—elulm with
exporionce of the work which would be m him,.

The appointment would be for %wo years in the first
instance, with the posnibility of renewal w-m

-

of merchandise required by the loeal
mmmm w the ant&w-m




S

In asking for your assistance in our staff problems
it ds that staeffing difficulties in the New
Zealand Covermment service may well make it impossible
for anyone to be svared at the present time, even wepre
sultable csndidates available. During the war, however,
Jou were good enough to select a mumber of offigcers fop
the Colony service, seversl of vhom are still with us, and
the impression they made was so favourable that we are
anxious o explore the possibilities of cbtaining sdditiona}
peraonnel from the Daminion dbefore looking elsewhere,

Ag I am about o proceed on leave to the United x_:.nfam,
1 am forwarding a copy of this letter to the Western Pacific
High Commission Office in Suva, and should be grateful if
Jyou would commmicate direct with the Chief Secretary should
you be in a pesition to recommend any caniidotes for the
sbove positions. -

] 1m¢mpmmnmt,mtomuﬂmt-
ion of houses and property duriag the Japanese cupati
living conditions in the C ¥ . s i

would be well advised %o proceed to the Colony alone in

the first instenge, in order to 8ee conditions for himself
bmucmmaoumothnwmt to scend for his family.

Mmtimﬂrym;wmldmt however, a in '
6use of the Eanager of the Trade Ssheme. Who sioeads. O
possesses netive-built quarters suiteble for & wife and

Again thonking you for your Wﬂttm in our
personnel troudbles,

Tours sincerely,



i

A sanaotas shosls, #. . NEw ZEALAND In REPLYING

addrese “The Director of

Education, Wellington C. J.'_'

et E. 18/1/4
@hutﬂtiﬂn Eepartment’ PLEASE QUOTE THESE ;umlxnl.

WeLLineTON C. 1,

H, Maude, Esq., 20th June, 1947.
Resident Commissioner,
GILBERT & ELLICE ISLANDS.

Dear Mr. Maude,

I am glad to be able to inform you that Toalipi has at last
arrived in New Zealand; he arrived in Aucklend by 'plane on the 5th
of Maye.

Unfortunately there seemed to have been some duplication of
arrangements and he was met at the aerodrome by our Auckland Officer and |
by Burns Philip's representative. Toalipi was taken safely to Wesley
College and by now he should be well settled down. When I next visit
that College I will have a talk with the boy and see how he is getting /
alonge. |

I have just returned from another tour of the Islands, but :]
unfortunately my work was interrupted somewhat by the prevalent influenza
epidemic, I hope the epidemic has not mana%gd to reach your Islands,

While I am shivering in Wellington's winter cold I can imagine
you basking in the tropical sunshine of the Gilbert & Ellice Islands,

Kindest regards to Mrs. Maude and yourself,

’7/‘. /77 0:;% Yours w?
o e s A e S



’ m&_&. U c/o The High Commissioner

for the United Kingdom,
Wellington, K.Z.

81z,

With reference to my telegram of the 20th June,
forwvarded through the High Comalssioner for the United Kingdom
in Wellington, regarding my recent visit to Sydmey in connection
with the proposed purchese of Fannlng and Washlogton Islands, I
have the honour to forward & copy of a letter which I received

from upr J.%. kitehell, a Director of lessrs PFanning Island
Flantations, Ltd., in which he sets out the teras under whileh
the Company are prepared to sell the two properties to the
Gllbert and Elllce Islands Colony CGovernment.

2. Ny peception in Sydney Ly Wessrs J. Burns, J.%. kiteohell
end the other Directors of Nessrs Burns, Fhilp end Co., Ltd.,
wes most cordial and I feel, furthermore, that it was successful
in its =aln objective: the reduction in the price at which
the subsldlery Company was prepared to sell its rights and
sssets on both islands. Al)l conversations on this subject
were conducted with Mp Hitohell himself and I gathered, from
his remarks, that the main reasons which hed aetuated the Board

of Directors

lls Excellency
The Aeting High Commissioner
for the Western Facifle,

!
i g l
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of Directors in withdrawing its offer to sell the Fanning

and Washington properties for £103,000 werej-

(1)

(2)

(3)

B

& feeling that the Government were delaying the
decislion regerding the purchase in anticipation
that the Company would be compelled to increase
lts capital equipment, plant and stores on the
islands, which would thereupon be taken over without
compensation;

the fact that the Company had actually shipped boats,
stores and other equipment to the 1slands since the
making of the original offer; and

the additional feot that the Company had recently
spent & very considerable sum in repatriating its
labour on the islands and transporting a new labour
force there, which Mr Hitchell thought would be a
great asset to the Covernment as obviating the cost
of bringing colonistes from the Gilbert Group.

Once I had convinced Nr Mitchell that the Government

was guiltless of the subtle project at (1) and that the delay

in making a declsion was siuply due to the necessity for the

echeme for colonizing the islands being given most careful

conslderation by the Colonial Office, he readlly agreed to

make & fresh offer. fila first proposal was that, in view of the

oonsiderations mentioned at (2) and (3) above, the original offer

of £103,000 (Australian Currency) should be changed to the same
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sum in sterling. I pointed out, however, that while the new
labour force taken to the islands was no doubt an asset as far
as the Company was concerned it was a potential liebility from
the Governuent's point of view, since few labourers were likely
to be selected as settlers and the vast majority would have to
be returned to their homes at our expense. As regards (29,
furthermore, Nr Gould ( a Director of the Company, who was
present at the conference) was good enough to produce figures
showing that the total value of all stores and new eqguipment
sent to Fanning and Washington Islands, since the date of the
Company's original offer, did not exceed £4,000 landed cost
and was probably worth much less now, since & considerable
portion would have been expended.

4. lr Mitchell thereupon agreed to let the original
offer of £103,000 (Australian Currency) stand for a further
six months, to be extended by mutual agreement, subject to:-
(1) all copra on hand being teaken over by the Government
st British Food Mission f.o.b. price, payable on
in-store weights less 54, together with any cash
on hand; and
(2) all stores on hand and new equipment being taken over
et landed cost plus 5%, the estimated value being
less than £4,000.
It appears to me that the above proposals, which were sub-
sequently agreed to by ¥r Burns, mocmzi;m of the Board of
Directors, are generous when looked at rrag the standpoint of
| .c ég;baﬁj.m ﬁittic cxoopfioﬁ éiﬁlﬂo.takiﬁ'io the proviso
} | at (2)
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at (2), especlally since the new stores and equipment (and
particularly the new boats) will be of direct velue to the
Government, while to the best of my recollection the proviso
at (1) was already included in the Company's first offer.

Oe Rather to my surprise, Kr Mitchell did not press the
rise in the price of copra, recent or impending, as & reason for
alvancing the sum requirsd for the islands, although he mentioned
it in passing. I gathered, though I may have been wrong in
doing so, that the reason that he did not stress the point was
his recognition that most, if not all, the incresase would
probably be offset by rising costs (particularly labour costs)
and Iincreased taxeation. He stated, however, that the inform-
ation possessed by Messrs Burns, Philp indicated that the
Ministry of Food price for copra, as paid to Malayan and other
Colonial producers, would be the standard world price for at
leust five years, and that any marked deviations above or
below that figure would tend ﬁo disappear. He was, therefore,
not surprised at the drop in the Philippine price, which he
considered to be far above the world stendard, and in this
connexion furnished me with an excerpt from the "International
Bulletin of the San Francisco Chamber of Commerce”™ for the 26th
May, a copy of which 1s attached.

O, While I consider that Fanning and Weshington Islands,
together with the assebts of the Plantation Compeany on them,
are fully worth £A103,000(whether as coconut plantations or
future homelands), I formed the impression that & counter-

offer
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offer of a lesser amount, 1f made personally by Your

Zxcellency to ¥r Burns, might be successful, since Mr

Kitchell emphasized more than once that Hessrs Burns, Philp

and Co., Ltd., now possess more lucrative openings for
capital investment in Australia 1tself than the Pacific

Islands. It would require, however, to be supported by a

statement that the amount asked for cannot be obtained and

a personal appeal to the Directors based on humaniterian
grounds. .

7. It may be stated, for purposes of record, that I
left Auckland for Sydney on the 2nd June, by Trans-Tasman
Alrways, and returned on the 6th June.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your Excellency's obedient servant,

(Signed) H.E. Maude.



Office of the High Commissioner
for the Western Pacifie,
CONFTIDENTTAL. Suvaii B1jik

CUE L8/ 2 241st June, 1947.

IS/ SR

I fear we should have let you know that the new
copra price of £A.47.0e.9d. bulked f.o.b. came into force
on June 9th, but I expect you will have seen a report of
it in the press.

We now understand that Laucala Island, 3,000
acres off Taveuni, is likely to be in the market &and
could possibly be purchased for about £A.39,000. No
action is being taken at present, but if the Line Islands
look like falling through we should consider informing
the Secretary of State of the possibility of purchasing
Laucala as a partisl remedy. Will you therefore let us
know &s soon as you can the result of your tslk with
Burns, and if necessary what you think about Laucals.

I )4 ‘;%4_ 7,5 Rer ot ‘2“*‘
fa v hee e K Sej Meage ®
/‘L/L~1 ‘7/
M—.—ﬁ
I-Il EQ I‘:‘IaUde, ES.Q-. ? MoBoEo ’
C/o Burns, Philp Limited,
P.0. Box 410, "‘,'_&..;—4‘
Welidlapgten, \0s1s S
New Zealand.



H.E. Maude, Esq.,
C/- Midland Hotel,
WELLINGTON.

With the compliments of the

Official Secretary.

HicHcomA
Copy of telegrem to Gewerncr df

suva, dated 20th June 1947.

Office of the High Commissioner
for the United Kingdom, 20th June|94/

Wellington, New Zealand.






EANNING ISLAND PLANTATIONS LIMITED

REGISTERED OFFICE: SYDNEY, N.S.W.

MANAGING AGENTS:
BURNS, PHILP & Co. LTD.

Ao iU LB S R R IRl St S keh Junes ILT........

SYDNEY

AHG oRicC

Sir
4 FANNING AND WASHINGTON ISLANDS

In order that you may submit a cohcrate
Secretary of State for the Colonies for the pnrch&sma:ilggi:::ion
of Fanning and Washington Islands, we now offer f :
for a period of six months, or any extension ag

upon a walk=in walk-out basis, for the %
C;’:rency. g otal sum of £103,000 Australian

£,04b e i atine i akmeyii-gt B
¢0eDe PIr » Paya on suore "'918111:3 lgaa 5% ritish Food Mission
that may be on hande » Yogether with any eash

Also to be taken over at 5% o lan
and new equipment, the estimated tota) Valyue ded gogt, all stores on hand

PLy 8
AT IORS "L nurrEn
//7‘/’7“’ Z7 >
// C —-'{tf = / %/J / ;"
His Honour, Director

H.B,M's Resident Commissioner,
Gilbert & Ellice Islands Colony,
SYDNEY,
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| iEKTRACT FROM THE INTERNATIONAL BULLETIN OF THE SAN FRANCISCO CHAMBER
{ ; OF COMMERCE, 26th May, 1947.

gl
e

PHILIPPINE ISLAND COPRA PRICE DROPS.

The biggest price development in P.I. markets last week
was another sharp drop in the price of copra, the FAR EAST
TRADER reports.

In Manila, the cuotation closed Saturday at $12.25 per
100 kilos, a drop of $3 from the previous week's close.

This brought the Manile price per long ton, f.o.b., 1O
$122.50, as against $152.50 the week before. The quotation
was almost 50 per cent below the peak price of $237.50 per ton
of April 5, and nearing the $103.50 figure of the former U.S.-
P.I. purchasing pact.

At week's end, however, observers seid they saw indi-
gations the market wes somewhat stabilised.

In the provincial markets, nervousness and anxiety_of
traders sent the price even lower than that in Manila, with

thesquotation in Cotabato at $9 per 100 kilos, and in Zamboanga
at 11 ;

Producers, alarmed by the continued slump, are demanding
complete decontrol of the commodity, which would mean lifting
the requirement for export licenses. The licensing is in

accordance with P.I+'s commitments under allocations by the
International Emergency Food Council.

The government, however, refused these demands, and
reassured producers that it believed the drop was only temporary,
and that resumption of buying within a few weeks would likely
bring higher prices.



COEFIDENTTAL .

. B. 3547
District Office,
2 Gilbert Islands District,
Tarawa. '

Yo » Honour,

In reply to your letter F.11/6/3 of 19th March,

I was introduced to Ky, Burns by lir. David Maughan
at the Australian Club, Sydney in May 19L6 and was much
‘intérested in his conversation both on that occasion and also
on a later occasion in his oflice when he gave me a note of
introduetion to Ir. Trotter in Suva.

As a newcomer, not yet arrived in this Colony, I
was not able to take any part in the conversstioneand not
being then Tamiliar with all the facts to which he referred,
I am unable now to recall all the details.

lir, Burns spoke meinly of pre-war trading conditions
and the trading situation as it was then, in Ifay 1946, with
particular reference to difficulties af labour ahd shipping,
and the possibilities of: his company's return to this colony.
e referred to an enquiry from the W.P.H.C. concerning the
purchase by the Government of Fanning and Washington Islands,
and I understood.from him that he had nemed a price which he
considered to be particularly reasonsble. He appeared to be
annoyed in that he had received either no thanks or
insufficient thanks from the W.P.H.C. for this offer and
indicated that unless the W.P.H.C. had the business sense and
the courtesy to take action at once in the matter, his own
view was that he would be likely to increase his price at
some Pfuture date. It appeared that the W.P.H.C. might have
mentioned to him the benefits which he might confer upon the
@Gilbertese people by agreeing to the sale of the islands and
thus meking possible their colonisation by people now
suffering from land starvalion and overcrowding, and that in
his opinion, he had replied in this spirit. He thought
that subsequent inactivity of the W,P.H.C. belied the
importance and urgency to them of the matter and was not
likely to improve his own attitude. :

His Honour the Resident Comuissioner,
Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony,
Bairiki, Tarawa. '




Since I was not, and am not, familiar with the
corpespondence concerned, I was then, ahd am now, unable
to state anything whatsoever. I remsrked that it wes
probably possible for him to ke immediate decisions
in such a matter, whereas the use of money belonging to the
Gilbertese or 3British taxpayer probsbly involved much
Government action before a decision would be authorised.
With this he agreed but agsin mentioned that he considered
that there had been some lack: of courtesy towards him
in the matter which was not going to help the cause of' the
Uilbertése people.

Your Honoux asks me for an opinion which I am
reluctant to give. Possibly lir. Keegan or someone else
from W.P,H,C, may have seen Mr, Burns more recently, or
later correspondence may have changed his attitude. I can
however say-that in May 19L6 lir. Burns seemed dissatisfied on
account of what was in his opinion a Ffailure of someone in
Suva to make adequate reply to his offer, that his attitude
was most friendly and that the best sction possible would
seem to be for someone from the Colony with the interests
of the people at heart and the facts and figures at his
Pingertips, to speak to Mr. Burns and inform him of any
delays or difficulties which might e foreseen on the
Government side. There did not appear to0 be any difficulty
which personal contect and discussion would not overcome,
and Mr. Burns seemed to be ready and in & position to give
a clear straightforward statement of his own side of the
case.

Yours sincerely,

(Sgd.) W.G. ALEXANDER.




Office of the Resident Commii.sioner,
Gilbert & Ellice Islmds Colony,
Tarawa. :

19%h larch, 4947,

Dear Alexander,

A Few days ago I heard & story, T don't remenber
from whem, to the affect that you had seen Hr. Burns when

in Sydney and that he had discussed with you the suggested
sale of TFanning and Washington Islsnds to the Colony
Government. My informant mentioned, I think, that Burns
had complained that he had made what he considered to be

a very generous offer to the High Commission but was feeling
"hrowned off" about it as he had not had the courtesy of

a reply and that, as a result, future dealings would be

on & strictly business footing.

The matter is of considerable interest to me
as I see Trom correspondence by this mail that H.E. would
1like me to Tly fwpom Suva to Sydnmey in an endeavour %o
soften NMr. Burns! heart on the question of selling these
islands. I imagine thet I would have to expand on the
poverty and urgent need of the Gilbert and Ellice
Islanders and appeal to him, on patriotic or other grounds,
to reduce his price.

T should be most grateful, therefore, if you
could let me know in due course the gist of your talk

with Mr., Burns, and give me your opinion as to whether

you consider that a personal appeal to him would Dbe of the
slightest use ani, if so, what lines you think, from

your conversation with him, it would be best to take.

T may mention that Mr, Burns is asking
2103,000 for Fanning and Washiggion but that, following
a recent letter from his Secrectary it spears that he is
about to revise the figure in an upward direction owing
to the recently increased copra prices,

Yours sincerely,

(Sgd.) H.E. MAUDE.

W.G. Alexander; Bsquire, M.B.Ea.,
Betioy Tarawa.
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TELEGRAM.

1 X101 ¢7—21ms.

From THE SECRETARY OF STATE.

To THE HIGH COMMISSIONER.

No.99 ., (Date) 20th May, 19 4Z.

Your telegram No. 102, Confidential.
Line Islands copra prices and colonization.
See my telegram No. 144. It would be premature
to assume new copra price will be £45. It is
unlikely it will exceed parity Malayan price of
£4,0 per ton bagged equivalent to £37.12s.64.
bulked F.M.S. Fiji. I see no reason why Maude
should not discuss proposal in your paragraph 4
in general terms with Burns, Philp. It will of
course be appreciated that any formal negotiations
cannot be undertaken at least until colonization
projeet as modified in your despatch Confidentiasl
of 25th February has been approved in principle.
I regerd this project as an integral part of the
development plan as to which receipt (position?)
remeins brosdly es in peregraph 2 of my Savingrewn
No. 21.

Secretsry of Stete.




c/o The Secretariat,
Jerusalen,
Falestine.

o~

<ond.. June 1947,
My dear gfﬂsgudk-,

Many theanks for your letter of the

290th’ April, which resched me yesteraay. I am so

v that vou hsve 'h&d 5o mueh bother over my few
of kit. I am tmach obliged to you for a1l the
tble yon have taken, snc I have no doubt that
the stuff will -$urn mup &ll rights "It was hard
luck on Yem having to dismorge my old pistol; but
the Cangerous; weapon was rvtther a friend, and I
need it here.

You told me thst you. were sailing
from 1 "ealand svbout the 1llth of June, so I am
sending this to the C.0. 1If they run true to form,
they, will impedistely “send 4t ‘oul to Ltarawa., I am
sPraid thot I shall not zet home on leave this
yeats-1 (9 motiWent to, go just yet, "as we ure only
now on the point of achieving & house, after living
511 this time in & pension waiting for a house or
£l1st to become. vacént. Nor, probably, shall I be
sble to ufford lesve till nert June. The cost of
1iving out here is fantastic, and despife a very
nsndsome ssalary and sallowsnces 1 hardly save &
pDegais v

We both like Palestine; however:
it reslly dis a lovely country. And 1t 18l so well
~ituated for visiting other interestingipl&ces; you
can get to Egypt or the Lebanon in 4 to 6 hours by

car, t0 Oy rus in &n hour by air, to Turkey or
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Syria oniIran.op Greece without -waeh
xr

»

Gifficulty. The clkimstellig 1‘-';-’v'ni‘_f‘icr~nt =i thmay
-‘"'? L2l 1-1 tt]_'_' }'f'"\ fa -_'..‘1‘1 t-h‘-"' Coas "\u l :\1:; i..n, - ‘b'l,lt :’;""T"t-
in- Ferugglem it is “iﬁaru, cloudless skiks. coonl

25, S o e e 3 X e
breezes, nighits that . are alimost cold, &nd early

mornings that have nothing whatever sscond-hand
shout them,
..

I 1'1'3:"" the L You E.‘.Tlﬁ .‘;"01_1.11' p"l‘ilil"" are ‘11
well, &snd tnut_v?u will thoroughly enjoy your
leave. Lo you invend U0 2o back: tg. tha Is 1 ne
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: ¢/o Secretariat

{_‘ Jerusalem

¥ | Palest ine.
28th February 1947.

My dear /453;44£i,

: I was very glad to get your wire to-day %o say that my
errant kit has at last been found and is proceeding towrds me. There
were things in it which, in the present state of the tackle industry,

I should have hated to lese. It is also excellent news 10 hear that you
are forwarding Roscoe 737083, to the arrival of which (possibly at just
about the time when the United Nations finally “fix" Paslestine) I shall
look forward. I am guite ready to pay the Colony for this, if the Treas—
-urer so advises and you wish. The fact that I got it at all is due to
the ineidence of Colony service, which # is why I handed it in.

I have just returned from a trip to Haifa - mnice 10 think
that you can do what is the longest normal duty trip in this ‘place in
less than three Hours! I went up to see the transhipment of a bevy of
illegal immigranygs; quite an experience. The ship cancerned changed her
name, before arrival, to a Hebrew one; whereupon the Royal Navy, never
at a loss, signalled her "Happy birthday". Some of the boys and girls
cast themselves over and swam ashore; they had interesting stories to
tell, and some may have heen true. I watched one very pretty girl try
all her wiles on an uncommonly tough Airborne officer, and came to the
conclusion that the fubure guards of Heaven's streets have nothing on
the British paratrooper.

_ T was lucky; I had arranged to meet my escort (yes, we have
t6 have them, and mine had 7 ribbons including the DFM) at Barclay's
Bank. Rather fortunately ®e were boéth delayed; in the interval the
unruly ones blew the place up with a loud report. :

We fled back to Salem, out of this atmosphere of frustrated
longing, troops, smoke, filth and sweat, at an easy 75 to 80 m.p.h., SO
good are the roads and the Secretariat cars. The country is looking
wondePful; dark green of cypresses, grey-green of olives, bright green
of young barley: red and ochre earth, and splashes and sheets of wild
flowers; dark blue lupins, salvia, late jonguils, pink and yellow and
blood-red anemones and many others. Through-the-looking-glass country;
here the flowers, and there some Arab men sitting and smoking while the
women weed the crops; perhaps a string of camels, or some patient, over-
-loaded donkeys; and there again, a road-block, or a long roaring
column of A,F.V,'s, or a walled and sandbagged piguet in a strategic
spot. Almond trees in full bloom, and generals with such dazzle dados
that they seem to be blossoming too. From the hills, pure air that is
better than a glass of Tip Pepe; from the road, high octane fumes.

_ Still, it is a wondefful place. This job is gquite the most
interesting I have ever had,-and I am enjoying it more than I thought
possible. I haven't got a house yet; but as we are all behind the
iron qurtain, one does not worry so much about that. Ome just feels
that in peace time, when one could get about, this country takes a lot
of beating.

My little Fiat goes well; as it set me back £600 I feel
that it shoud do. Things here are expensive; butter 18/- a pound and
19-bore cartridges 4/- each. A suit of clothes can now be had for as

R e dikses. o
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SENDER'S NAM E'; AND ADDRESS :—

. n
little as £47. i
I hope that you are fit an@ that all goes;@éﬂl with your
family. I miss several island things - my Jeep and nmy whaler espec-
-ially! I shall always Dbe galld that I served in the islands; so few
Colonial products have even heard of them that i$ is quite an out-
-stanfling experience. And there are some admirable folk there. I

. Should be so glad if you would give my salaams to those whom I did

chiefly know - Kabunare, Bauro, Tutu, Tione, Mutagha, Pedro, Sapoa
and many others; also the Ellice birds when you gee them. (I fancy
that I always liked the Ellice “slands best, as the first place I
went to). Also 0ld Faithful Robérts, if he is still with you.

I live a rag-time life; the proprietors of this péension are
an ex-Secretariat clerk and a Iebanese playboy; the housekeeper, a
Polish lady-journalist-refugee; and the chef, a @zecho-Slovakian vet’
(who gives us many a bran.mash)., The staff, all-Arab, all forgettiing,

ever willing and ever charming; and busl as hell. We are séldom
dull.

Good  Iuck ts you and all in the Colony. : _
émm Vensy ﬂu@% . |
;2 ﬂéﬁﬁ472 alf_pcfz;ﬂj/wf
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BY ASR MAIL.
wt

M.v. "Sydney Star".
3rd July, 1947,

e e’

I have been re-reading your letter of the 30th May
and see that you ask me whether I know Palmer, whom Snell
recommends for the job of lManager of the Colony “Co-operad.ﬁo
Wholesale Society”. I'm afraid the answer 1s in the negative
- I've heard of him by name and that is all,

Knowing Snell, I feel that as far as comnmercial
experience and ability 1is concerﬁed Palmer would be all right,
though it is a bit difficult to understand why, if he's any
good, he 1s in a dead and alive place like Levuka and why,
as Levuka Manager, he should be paid more than Protheroe was
at Nukualofa. But perhaps the ramifications of Morris,
Hedstrom in Levuka are more extensive than one suspects.

What one would like to know more of, however, 1s
FPalmer's personal characteristics and his attitude towards
Government commercial enterprise: 1t would be fatal to
introduce & non=cooperator into the limlited local circle and
doubly unfortunate should he put the interests of Morris,
Hedstrom before those of the CdMany. But probably you are
in a position to make enqulries among those who know him,
both inside and outside the firm.

liention of Falmer's name reminds me that there is
another Falmer, working for Burns, Philp, whom I know well
and am sure ha§ all the personal qualities we reguire and,

I should think. as
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I should think, as much commercial experience as we are
likely to get. He 1s at present Manager of Fanning Island
Plantations, Ltd., at Fanning Island itself and has, conse=-
quently, a good knowledge of the copra trade, shipping and
the Gilbertese. He runs the local store there and does his
own buying. _

I fancy ﬁhat this Palmer would be quite willing to
consider a post with us in any event (he haé always co-operatec
well with the Govermneni); and certainly should there be a
chance of our taking over the 1sland, when he would, I feel
sure, jump at the Managership rather than face the prospect
of a transfer to one of Burns, Phllp's plantations in New
Guinea (which would be his most probable fate).

After thinking over the position carefully, I would
recommend that the first move should be to endeavour to bribe
Protheroe to stay on with us for a further two years by
offering him a salary of £1,500. It would be a tempting
bait which he might find it difficult to refuse and I think
that you will agree that he would be worth every bit of the
money .

If this should fail, I would suggest that tentative
enquiries should be made as to the suitability of the Fanning
Island Pelmer for the job and as to his willingness to accept
1t, Perdifis

o RO

worked in the main merchandlse branches of Burns,Philp would

1ly, I doubt whether the fact that he has not

necessaril, _...2lude him
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necessarily preclude him from'consideration, especlally in
view of the fact that he would have good assistants: he
should be able to learn the ropes soon enough as faer as this
agpect of his work is concerned. I would rate him before
Eden (mentlioned in & previous official letter) but this may
be only because I know him betteq.b

It is pitterly cold on board and all we can think
about is keepling warm and counting the days until we reach

sunshine latltudes once again.



A gcopy of this }e%ter nas bden
forwarded to t
G.&EE.I.C

!

©,Ag. R. Cr.
J m.v. "Sydney Star',
h Y

)

5th July, 1947.

ST,

I have the honour to address Your Excellency
regarding the desirability of amending the Pensions legislation
of the Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony with a Vview to making
pensions paid from Colony funds subject to Colony Income Tax.

2. Owing to the existemce of a clause in the Colony
Income Tax legislation no tax is at present leviable on
Government pensions, in cases where the pensioner is residing
outside the Colony. This clause was no doubt inserteq in the
supposed interests of the pensioner himself but, under
conditions existing today, it is actually proving very much
to his disadvantage, since it automatically renders hip liable
to the payment of income tax on the pension to the Government
of his country of residence.

3. In view of the fact that income tax Tates in all
countries to which Colony officers have retired, whether New
Zealand, Australia or the United Kingdom, are considerably
higher than those ruling in the Colony the uninténded, but

none

His Excellency

The Acting High Commissioner

for the Western Pacific,

Suva, Fiji.
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none the less unfortunate, effect of the clause is to deprive
the Colony of much-needed revenue while at the same time
adding to the difficulties of pensioners by compelling them
to part with a large percentage of their pensions to other
administrations.

4, During my recent visit to Australia, representations
were made by retired Colony officers which convinced me that
they were suffering genﬁine and unnecessary hardship as a
result of having to pay Australian income tax on their pensions
and I undertook to request Your Excellency for a review of the
legislation with a view to rectifying their position. It is
emphasized, in this connection, not only that the Colony can
i1l afford to lose revenue from the taxation of pensions but
that the position is at present one-sided and unfair since, in
the admittedly inlikely event of a pensioner of the New Zealand,
Australian or other Government coming to reside in the Colony,
his income tax would be deducted at source by the country
paying him the pension and he would, consequently, be exempt
from Colony income tax on the amount In question.

5. In view of the above considerations, I would
recommend the enactment of an amending Ordinance repealing
the section which exempts Colony Government pensioners

from Colony income
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from Uolony income tax and thelr notiffcation by oircular
when this has been dones

Ge ° 4n additlonsl hardship 2nr11ctod.on retired Colony
officers is the nonppéymant of any Cost of Living Allowance
on pensions, in cases where the psnslonaé resides abroad,
despite the Bact that such allowances are pald by the Coverne
ment of F1ji, It 1s understood, however, that recousendations
that these allowances should be paid in future are belng made
by the Aoting Hesident Commlassioner and I need only add that
they have my full supports It 1s hoped, furthermore, that
Your Bxcellency will see your way to dlrect that pensioners
should recelve suoh allowancea retrospectively to the date of
thelr Introduction by the Government of Fijlie

I have the honour to be,
Sip,
Your Ezcellency's obedient servant,

(SIM). HeB. lMaude,

flgaldent Commissioners




M,v. "Sydney Star",
7th July, 1947.

Dear lMajor Swinbourne,

Please forgive me for not having written before to
thank you for your kindness in having me to lunch in
Sydney. I would have sent a letter from New Zealand but
got caught up in a round of work, in addition to-Honor
being laid up with bronchitis, due to the extreme cold of
Wellington.

I had a horrible journey back across the Tasman
the morning after our meeting: 1t was blowing great
gusts and the plane rocked and swayed till I was quite
scared, I must say 1ts not the kind of trip I would
choose for pleasures

However we're very comfortaeble on this ship - only
26 passengers and we have our own cabin and bathroom with
Alaric next door, so cannot grumble, And the sea so far
has been as calm as can be,

I have duly written to the High Commissioner on the
pension matter you mentioned to me and attach a copy of
my letter. I hope that they act on it quickly, as there
seems to be little doubt that the matter 1s susceptable
to adjustment and that 1t should be set right without

delay,
It was really very good indeed of you to have me
along to the
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along to the Wentworth and I need hardly say that I
enjoyed myself thoroughly seeing you all again: especially
as, to my astonishment, neither your wife nor yourself
seemed & day older than when we last met. I should
honestly say younger, if anythings You must have found
the secret of perpetual youth; but I expect really its
because you're always busy and lead a full 1life; so many
people Just vegetate when they retire.

I expect somehow that 1t will not be long before
I'm back in Australia again - things move rapldly these
days =.and I hope that you will all be able to come to
lunch or dinner with me next times. I was so rushed during
my recent vislt that we never really got down to a talk.

With kindest regards from us both to your wife and
yourself,

Yours very sincerely,

(Signed) HeH N[aude.










M.v, "Sydney Star",
oth July, 1947,

))ea, lan
ages

I cannot imagine what you must think of me £or not
having replied before to your very kind note of congrate
ulations on my recent confirmation. Or rather, to be
exact, I know only too well what you must be thinking (and
it makes my ears burn).

However, I do have a few excuses; Insufficient
though .they may be. I refrained from replying at Tarawa
since I was extremely busy settling things up and knew
that I would be flying down to Suva by the plane which
brought the mail: once there, I made certain of seeing
you (as indeed I did; at a distance).

But once in Suva I went down, as you know, to one
of Fiji's celebrated germs and spent all but the last few
days of my stay in hospital; and the rest trying to fit
in three weeks of work into three days. I d1d4 not forget
you, however, and rang you up in your office, but once you
were out and once engaged.

However, I am writing now to thank you most sincer-
ely for your letter and for the extremely flattering and
untruthful remarks about myself which it contained,

Heigh ho for the open sea, we had a brutal time in
New Zealand, what with rain, cold, 'flu, bronchitis and |

goodness knows whatj but all 1s now over and I sniff the
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briny with delicious anticipation.

Never by any chance travel on a passenger boat 1if
you can go Cargo. We are supremely comfortable with
every luxury we could wish (cabin for two, Alaric next
door, private bathroom, ete.) and as there are only 23
other passengers there 1s plenty of room to move around
in. We have even a private sitting-room, in effect, for
no-one else seems to use the particular one we favour.

No doubt they think that we are the world's most consummate
snobs, but actually we're a bit shy.

I hear you'de a great secretariat speclalist these
days. You'd better take care or you'll find yourself in
for a secretariat career llke Paddy. Too much work and
too little exercise: one has to be tough to survive it.

I'm hoping that I shall succeed in persuading the
Colonial Office to let me tour England looking for a Colony
vessel for the G. & E« We do need one so badly, but I
must confess that I havn't the remotest idea how one finds
her: nor, apparently, have the C«Os, for they do nothing
about 1it.

We've not heard a word #£ whof the new Governor/High
Commissioner i1s to be but I expect that 1t will be out long
before this reaches you. I must endeavour to see hém in
England, 1f I can, in order to impress him in advance how

much more important the High Commlission (and in particular

the G. & E.) side of his work is then anything connected
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KeVse "Sy&n@y 3‘;31".
9tn July, 1947,

Sir,

With reference to telegram Saving Ho. 117 of the
28th May, 1947, from the Acting High Commissioner for the
wostérn Pacific to the Acting Resident Commissioner, Gllbert
end Ellice Islands Colony, regarding the payment of Betention
Allowance in respect of my wife's residence in lew Zealand
awaiting onward transport to the United HKingdom, I have the
honour to inform you that my wife and I embarked on the m.v,
"Sydney 3tar” on the 27th June. Owing to bad wesather,
however, the vessel did not actually sail from Wellington
for Panama until the 1lst July.

2. It would appear, from the terms of His Excellency's
aavinéram, that Detentlon Allowance 1s payable from the 1l4th
April to the 27th June inclusive and 1t would be appreciated
1f the amount due could be lodged to the credit of my account
with the Bank of New Zealand, Suva.

3. A copy of this letter has been forwerded to the
Secretary to Governmment, Gllbert and Elllice Islands Colony.

I have the honour to be, '
81ir,

Your obedisnt servant,

(515’[&9(1) HeEs Maude.

Heli, Maude.

The Chief Seeretary,
Western Facific High Commission,

Suve, Fiji.



TE LEGRAM—SAVING.

From: Aoting High Commissioner.

To Aozggg Resident Commissioner, Gilbert and Ellice Islands
ony .,
Saving No..— 147« (Date)... 28%h May, 1947

364 X109 46—4 rms,

'!our telegram Saving No. 82 of 21st April, Detention
Allowance Mrs. Maude. I approve the payment of Detention
Allowance in respect of lMrs. Maude from the i14th April (the date
of her arrival in New Zealand) until the date of sailing of kr.
and Mrs. Maude from New Zealand to the United Kingdom, assuming
this date to be not later than June 27th.

2. A copy of this telegram Saving has been aﬂnreaned to
Mr. Maude, C/= Burns Philp and Company Limited, auckland, Mr.
Maude will no doubt advise this office of the exact date, and
any other necessary particulars of his claim, so that payment
- can be made as reguested to his bank in Suva.

Acting High Conmissioner.
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The Church House,
Great Smith Street,
London, S.W.l.

28th August, 1947.

Dear Mgude,

I encloge 5 copy of a letter I
have jus? Teceived from Cartland touching
on the Colonigation and Rehabilitation
Schemes 1B the Gilberts. You will see
that he DS wrjtten privately to me and
has asked that I should show you this
letter.

I ?hOuld be most grateful if you
could find time to let me have your comments
on the points he mekes, I gather from
Harding in our Finance Department that
it is proPoSed very shortly to have a
talk about the Colonisation Scheme with
you, so it may be useful for you to have
Cartland's letter without delay.

Yours sincerely,

EE IRV EEC

(F.D, Webber)

H.E. MAUDE, ESQ., O.B.E.



g Tarawa,

. yies Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony.

15th July, 1947,

Dear Webber,

. When T rang you up shortly before leaving England you suggested
my writing to give you my impressions on the place and the job. I
have been heré long enough now to have read through the available
records and to have discussed the various land problems with.the
A.09%, who have some knowledge of the people and the general set-up.
However, Before giving you my impressions I wish to ask a favour;
namely if you will be so good as fo try to.get me some papers on
land registration., They are the three writteén by Sir E.M, Dawson
and V,L.0, Sheppard end called "An Introductory Note on Registration
of Title to Land" (1929), "The Establishment of Registration of
Title to Land" (1938), and "Memorandum on Registration of Rights
to Land", The last ndmed was published by More's Modern Methods
Ltd,, 12 St. Bride Street, E.C.4., as an advertisement . for their
registration books, I have no idea from where the other two can be
obtained, but it occurred to me that the Librarian at the Colonial
Office nght know, As regards meeting the cost father (c/o
Imperial Bank of India, 22 01d Broad Street, E 0.2‘) would do that
unless the suppliers could wait till I recelvéa ‘and settled their
bill, If none of the papers are obtainable, it might be possible to
get hold of a copy. of Sir J.S, Wallace's "PTIDClpIeS of'Land
Reglstration" :

What struck me most forcibly about this Colony is the direct
approach in administrative matters. By that I mean the way in which
officers deal directly with the individual islander instead of through
the Native Government. This is possible on account of the large
staff relative to populatlon. The Admin, staff is c., 1:1,800, as
compared with c, 1:58,000 in Nigeria, for example, One must make
allowance, of course, for the transport difficulties and the time
wasted by officers in moving and waiting to move around, but I still
feel that we are over-staffed, particularly for a grant-alded Colony.
The Ocean, Fanning, Christmas and, though to a lesser extent, the

Canton postings are virtually sznecures, with only a few hours work
to do a month.

/ I found
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I found it somewhat startling to discover, on discussing
current projects with Admin. Officers, that the Native CGovt.'s
views are not known because they have not been consulted. There
is no doubt about the European officers being fond of the
islanders, but the prevailing attitude appears to be‘'that the
latter are children who are incapeble of knowing what is best
for themselves or of managing their own affairs, This particularly
affects me in that it is going to make the Lands Commission job
unnecessarlly (in my opinion) lengthy and laborous. For instance
it is seriously proposed that every single conveyance and demase
‘should be vetted and confirmed by a Lands Commissioner! It 9s”
recorded that the Native Govts, "know relatively little about
land customs" and it is considered that they cannot be entrusted
with the ‘administration of land matters ab inifio, even if a
dlsaatlsfied party has the rlght of appeal T2l L Ghondty Al ach

“This stage of affairs is . probably due, in part, to the low
standard of education of even the more advanced islanders. It
. seems_that not a single natlve 6f ‘the Colony has ever reached
. matriculation standard. The two who have been appointed A.Qo.
have not got the“é&ucatlonal standard usually required of clerks
elsewhere. AS for the local clerks, they are incapable of doing

more than a 11ttle, slow, inaccurate typing and keeping the

correspondence register. One finds oneself having to do much
of the clerical work, which should not be the cage affer all
these years, 1 am told that before the war there were very
few locally domiciled clerks in Govt. service., Thé Admin. and
Treasury Depts. still employ European - or rather nonrnatlve -
clerks.

Another pecularity of the place is the way in which we
launch forth into far reaching policies without first collecting
accurate information and getting thé facts straight, This seems
particularly sé in the case of lands and resettlément (colonisation).
. For example the latter scheme is based on the essumption that the
Colony is over-crowded, but no real attempt has been made to
prove this, In para., 41 of the 10 Year Plan Report it is stated
that the "barren coral sandbanks" are "capable of bearing only a
strictly limited population"”. No estimate of the population
bearing capacity of the land hes been attempted, however., On

/ scratching
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scratching around for data on which to base such an estimete I
came across various calculations as to the average density of
" coconut ‘trees (per acre), yield per tree, etc. which were made
~in connection with the assessment of compensation for wer
damage. Correlating these with the S.M.0.'s approved scale of
diet and the average copra export for 193L/35, 1935/36, 1937/39,
it works-out that 1 sq. mile ‘can support’ 520 persons. This is
with the land in its present state and a generous allowance is
“made for village lay-outs and other non-productive (food) uses
of  land, but it presumes fairly equitable distribution; - the
lack of'whlch is, I feel sure, at the root of all ‘the present
trouble, If the trees were properly planted and spaced out,
and 0ld trees past full bedring were regularly cut down to make
room for ‘young ones, & considerably greater population could be
supported, This appears startling at first sight, but "barren"
“'is hardly apt when used to describe land bearing the highly
* productive coconut tree and in point of fact the people live
~nearly as much off the sea as off the land, and the former is
“1limitless. ‘One of the A,Oo. here informs me thet in the Indian
cénsus of 1931 a population density of 4090 per sq, mile was
given for Cochin, an area producing both rice and coconuts, but
mainly the latter, ‘I find that difficult to believe! I am not
suggesting that it is desirable to have a population density
as high.as 520 even, but I feel that the question of ‘optimum
‘density should have been considered and a comparison made with
* the actual den31ty, when the case for overhpopulatlon.was being put
forward.

Later on in the same para, of the Report it is stated that "on
several islands,... the ‘density per sq. mile exceeds 400", ‘There
is a census being taken at present and the officer conducting it
is trying to get information on the areas of the islands in order
to give population density figures, -‘He tells ‘me that the Tigures
given in the Blue Book and elsewhere are merely rough approxima-
tions ‘and that Maude thought so little .of them when he did the
“census in 1931 that he left out population density-calculations
rather ‘than use them. It is strange that this 400 per sq. mile
figure-should now be used. Similarly there are no local records
to cover the estimates of 6,000 awaiting the opportunity to
emigrate and of 76,000 land’ disputes awaiting settlement. When
I went to see the. Secretary to Govermment about them he told me

that they were "guesses". I think we should do better than that

/ before
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before asking the British texpayer to provide large sums (relative *
to the population of the Colony) for resettlement., I .recently

made & summary of the pros and cons regarding the case for over-
population, and I enclose a copy of my notes in case. they should

be of interest to you. I have tried to examine the ev:l.dence as

ob jectively as poas:.hle. My conclusion is that the arguments

1ea.d. one to surm:l.se over-populatlon, but actually prove nothing.

: So far as I can d:.scover there has been no approach to the
question from the angle of effective utilisation of the available
land.  In the correspondence on land matters there has’ been
virtually no reference to fragmentation, excessive sub-division,
absenteeism and the other ills from which & land tenure system
may suffer. Nor has there been any serious attempt to assess the
effect of customary land law on the distribution of land and its
development. There is, just the 'bl:.nd. faith that if the ancient
land customs, purged of all practices which appear somewhat immoral
by European: atandards is rigidly adhered to all will come well,
This in spite of the fact that the lands situation has. steadily
deteriorated throughout the period of British adm:lmstrat:l.on.

All the Admin, Officers with whom I have spoken are agreed that most
. of the characteristics of a band land tenure system are prevalent
and that the land is not being used to anyth:mg like the best
advantage, even on the most thickly populated islands, | Maude
himself was very concerned about .the amount of waste land which he
saw when flying over the atolls. I am getting the Lands Comms,
down %o fact finding surveys while they study the language (it
has been ruled that they must not start lands settlement work
until they have passed the language examination). From the
available data it seems clear that the 800 or so who were re-
settled in the Phoenix before the war could have been absorbed
by Abemama end its two satellite atolls in the northern Gilberts
with the greatest of ease, , I think it would be most unwise to go
on with the resettlement of the Line Islands scheme until we have
more fects and figures, It appears somewhat anomalous to talk
about over-population while so much land is left unused, but the
survey may show that owing to allowance for draught periods and
for the requirements of future generations resettlement is
necessary, -Alternatively higher Imperial-policy may decree it.
In either case I think it might well be found that; since the
communications are so much easier with Suva, it will be more
economical and preferable in other respects to run the Line Group

/ as
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" as & separate Colony under the High Comm., Western Pacifici v

I cannot help feeling that Imperial policy must be behind the
whole business, since the case from thé point of view of the
G, & B, is' so flimsy and the.serious drawbacks of spreading:

the Colony across: the Pacific so obvious that I do not see

how the scheme could have got so far otherwise,

. T'do not like the way in which the rehabilitation of those
who suffered war damage is being handled, The War Damage Claims
Commissioner is coming to make assessments for compensating =
those who suffered war damage I understand, but in the meantime
the-S, of S. has been:told that" the natives of the six islands
affected require urgent rehabilitation and he has been asked
to produce £14,000 for the purpose. At the same time it has
been suggested that rehabilitation should be combined with re-
settlement and the alleged destitutes on these six islands who
-refuse to emigrate should have their "rehabilitation".payments
cut, It so happens that these six islands 'are just about the
last from which resettlement would take place! It appears to
me that the S, of S. only agreed to approach the Treasury for
Imperial funds for rehabilitation on the understanding that
the recipients were without other sources of livelihood or means
of support. It can be categorically.stated that anyone who
suffered any war damage whatsoever on these six islands was
. “encouraged to claim rehabilitation and no attempt was made to

- inquire whether they had other sources of livelihood.. Further-
‘more recent inquiries have shown that there is.virtually no -
destitution and Yhat where persons are living on the charity
of their relations it is almost invariably because théy are too
lazy or proudito go out: to: lands which other members of their
families could loan them, without inconvenience, while their
own is coming back into production. ‘I realise it is a serious
matter to allege that the S. of S.'s instructions have not been
complied with and tnat a largish grant (considering that only
some 1,600 recipients-are concerned) is being sought under more
or less false pretences, but I feel that justice should be done
to the British tax-payer, who has suffered enough in all con-
science, and I am confident that what I have s&id is no more than
the truth,. : . ; . ;

As you will have gathered, T am not altogether happy about
my Job though from evéry other point ‘of view the set-up suits me

/ very



very well. The climate is not too bad, the Gilbertese ( I have + }
not met many Ellice Islanders yet) are very pleasant to work!’
among and it is a great advantage being able to have the wife

and children with me for a while. - However, I do not wish to
remain in the jJob unless I can-make something of it. ~If I have
to tackle it on purely anthropelogical lines, which appears to

be indicated by the direction given me regarding "the absolute
and rigid unconditional adherence:to custom at all costs", I

‘do not feel I shall be serving any useful purpose by staying

on. ' {An indication of the scanty regard paid to +the "lands" and
"development! sides of the job is the fact that the Department
‘has no file with correspondence re maps!. and-does not possess

a single survey instrument!) I fully realise that any land code
not based on custom is virtually bound to fail, but I believe
~that customary practices should be examined and: judged in the
light of experience and when they are found to lead to undesirable
resuylts, every effort should be made to persuade the people to
alter them, Similarly we should not arbitrarily suppress,new
practices, which are not obJjectionable in themselves and which
have sprung up to meet present-day requirements, Jjust because they
are not hallowed by ancient usage. I should like to treat the
islander more 'as an ordinary human being with every right to have
a say in his own affairs, than as an anthropological museum piece,
to be preserved in statu quo-under a glass case. It is most
unfortunate that lMaude had to'depart on leave a few days after I
. arrived,, Most of my daubts and queries concern policies which he
has -advocated and it would have been very helpful if I had been
able to put them direct to him. - Incidentaldy you may be seeing
'_him while he is on leave and, if you have the time, ‘I suggestthat
you show him this letter and so get the other side of the picture,

I am afraid that this.letter is rather dismal and that I must
have already contracted the.loczl.disease of taking one's self too
seriously and losing one's sense of proportion. MMéntal horizons
are pretty narrow here and one is apt to forget how small and in-
consequential these islands really are. I hope things are looking
up at home and that you having a good supper., If you have the time
to write I should be very glad to hear from you and to learn what
is going on in the old metropolis. The few people here who have
wireless sets seldom listen in to the news and our papers are all
about 3 months o0ld by the time that we receive them so we feel
most frightfully cut off, Incidentally, when is the new High

/Commissioner
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Commissioner W.P, cum Governor Fiji going to be appointed. We

have been speculating as to whether the Whitehall file on the
subject has found its way into P.A, instead of B,U, !

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) B.C, Cartland



ENCLOSURE.

Summary of erguments adduced in "proof" of over—
b populstion with comments thereon in parenthesis.

Large number of land disputes, This is held to
indicaete much competition for land owing to its
scarcity, //From what I have seen recorded and heard
stated it is maeinly due to Native Courts and
Administrative Officers not being allowed to deal with
such cases. There is a pronounced esoteric atmosphere:
only the initisted may adjudicaste in lsnd mastters. At
the same time I understand that the Lands Commission
has only functicned for a matter of six months since it
wes reconstituted in 1934, Another cause is the
islanders' proclivity for indulging in land disputes fa
want of a better pastime. Moreover recent estimates
based on the few areas for which we have accurate
Tigures, show that the ceses swaiting hearing sare
likely to be far fewer than the 76,000 previously
estimeted. See (g) in Appendix B,/

2., Diminution of sbortion and infanticide., It is
argued thet the practice of ebortion snd inlfanticide
An formmer times indicated over~population and that the
decline of these_practices only serves 1o sggravate
the position, /In those times warfare, and the genersl
insecurity of life, aend ignorence must have prevented
the land from being used to the best edvantage. A
populastion that might be considered excessive then
would nol necessarily be so now, if proper development
was carried out .%

3« FYormer practice of parties setting sail in
search of new lands, which is described as land hunger,
/It may well have been due to maldistribution whereby

/some

" *Abortion end infsnticide sre not inverisbly associsted
with over-populstion, For example they were common 1in
Papua, where land is plentiful,



some have insufficient land and must migrate, not being sirong
enough to purloin land from their neighbours. At the same time
others have surplus properties; to dispose of which would be o
a breach of custom, Also this "setting sail" hdbit is not peculiar
to the Gilbertese and it occwredin other parts of the world,

. where it could not be attributed to land hunger. The motive is,
to & large extent, the spirit of adventure and this may well have
been instrumental in producing recruits for the pre-war resettle-
ment scheme, / The fact that some of the settlers have now applied
4o return to ir home islands in the Gilberts supports this
assumption. If it were only a matter of land shortage they would

- not now wish to return: their desire is, however, quite under-
standsble if the craving for adventure has been satisfied, /-

Le  Medical Department activities have reduced the death
rate, / Tkis would increase over-population if it already
" existed and must be borne in mind when considering the land -
requirements of future generations, but of itself proves nothing /

b 5. . More coconut treés, and therefore land, per ‘person are
required now than in pre-anncxation days, sincé formerly the meat
of the nut wes only used for personal consumption whereas now it
iz also required for making copra to pay tex and to procure cash
for buying imported goods. L_'I'hc remarks made on the arguments
quoted in paras, 2 and L above are cgually applicable hem._z

6. "Owing to the inevitable inequality in the distribution
of land in the Gilbert Islends, where individual ownership prevails,
1 consider that several familiss could be found on nearly every
481and who are willing to emigrate.” (Commissioner of Native
lLands' letter of the 19th of November, 1937.) / This begs the
question whether inequality is due to individ ownershipe Minor
inequalities are no doubt inevitable, but when they are on so
large a scale that extensive areas are lefi unused, being surplus
to the requirements of their owners, it is important that the
ceause should be examined, The former Commissioner of iative Lands
puts it down to individual ownership, From his and kr, (now
Sir Arthur) Crimble's writings on land custom I gather thati there
is no absblute individual ownership; only something like fee~tail,
An individual is allowed not more than life tenure of one or more

/ of the
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of the family lands. Every obstacle is put in the way of the
conveyance of land from one family to amother. This most
inflexible system of land tenure i= most probably the cause of
the "inequality in the distribution of the land” and is itself
ane to the fact that only part of the customery lend law has been
retained, leaving en unbalanced residual land code. In pre-
anmexation times there were numerous mesns whereby land could
pass from one femily to another, (e.2. by conguest, 2s a penaliy
for murder, theft, adultery, seduction, killing o domestic
animal or & servant, distrubing the surface of a gréves Iand also
passed voluntarily at marriage, at adoption, for fostering a
child, for helping another femily during a drought, for setting
bones or curing sickmess, for long friemdship and concubinage,
for seving an old man from enbarrassment or gimply by being
solicited in a treditional mammer, Om many islends land wes being
sold for money or goods.) These have been supressed and nothing
substituted in their place. Comsoguently the lands of a femily
which wanes in numbers are likely to become in excess of its
. requirements, while those of a family vhich waxes in numbers become
. quité inadeduate. We thus have the' paradoxieal situation in which
. there is land-hunger while large arsas are left unused el
theve is not necesaarily over-populatiom,)



M.v. "Sydney Star",
I | 15th July, 1947,

Dear Sir,

I am taking the liberty of encloslng a few
official letters, addressed to various Governmuent offlcers
in F1j1 or the Western Pacific, and should be most grateful
if you would be so good as to forward them by air mail to the
High Commissioner for the Western Pacific in Suva, who will
arrange for the onward transmission of those not addressed to
himself. The cost of this service 1s chargeable to the
funds of the Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony, through the
Foreign Office.

I am sorry to have to trouble you with this request
and would not do so were it not that the leibers concern
official matters of considerable urgency and that the ship
on which I am travelling is not, as I now learn, stopping at
Panema, so I am unﬁble to come ashore to uttend to the

posting myself.

Yours sincerely,
(Signed) H.E. Maude.
Resident Commissioner,

Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony.

HeBsli's, Consul,

Panama .



g ‘ P , M.v. "Sydney Star",
< : Curacao,

ﬁ 2 &ee
e 19th July, 1947,

- Dean Sw cuxL o

I am taeking the liberty of enclosing a copy of a
recent number of the Gllbertese news-magazine "Tero", in the
hope that it may amuse you for an hour or two. We have a
similar production called "Tala o Tuvalu" circulating in the
Ellice.

Honor and I often wonder if you ever think of your
former Pacific a..hpys I expect so, for one doesn't easily
forget one's first love. We are still bullding up on the
foundations you laild so securely before you left, and although
I am now the ‘y person who actually had the privilege of
serving under you the local calander still recognizes only two
Residents - Telfer Campbell and yourself - and all modern
administration dates from "ana tal kiti Kurambo".

You would scarcely recognize the Colony now, with its
wireless station on every inhabited island (by the end of this
year), its little fleet of ships plying in and out of Tarawa,
its Savings Banks, employment scheme, co-operatives of all
descriptions and all the trimmings of a modern administration,

We are trying to speed-up ipe rate at which we are
able to hand over the administraetion to the people themselves,
and have over 50 Gilbertese and Ellice Isl:unders now at various

secondarv schools and
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secondary schools and training institutions in Fiji (and hope

‘.Q have an average of about 10 at the university within s few
years). But intensive modernization unfortunately-requires
men and money and our European staff has reached a peak of 70
and the Estimates this year balance (or rather don't) at over
half a million as a result: I expect, however, to be able to
prune steadily from now on.

As the founder of "Lands Settlement"™ you will be
interested to hear that we have at length started to tackle
lands seriously, with five full-time European lands officers
and a determination to settle every dispute within 7 years by
stralght-out lands settlement coupled with & colonization
programme designed to relieve population pressure. Just at
the moment, however, we are a&ll thrown into unutterable
confusion by a totally unexpected bolt from the blue from the
Colonial Office, who have in their ripe wisdom thought 1t best
to turn down the carefully thought out Government/for the
colonization of Fanning and Washington (and certain islends in

the F1ji Group) in favour of a commercial speculation put up

e Wewn bk by Lever Brothers by which parties of CGilbertese

will be herded on to their land in the Solomons as cheap labour.

Would that you were with us to fight it: for you know, as few
others can, what will be the fate of the Gilberteio in dark,
malaria and blackwater infested forests (I believe that one
early statement has it that they will have no outlet to the
sea)s ““-23a of Nr
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sea). Shades of Mr Murdoch and the Guatemala experiment!

On the economic side, however, we have managed to
force the pace and now all commercial activity in the Gilbert,
Ellice and Phoenix Groups is in the hands of local native-run
Co-operative Retail Socleties (organized by a full-time
Ce-opera¥we Development Officer) divided geographically into
6 co-operative districts, each of which elects a member on the
committee of the Colony Cg!lhprative Wholesale Soclety at
Tarawa. There is similarly a Co-operative Soclety handling
all menner of native village products and Co-operative Producers
Societies exploiting the copra plantations on Niulakita and
elsewheres DBurns, Philp and On Chongs have left and we hope
to have & democratically run commercial system which will, at
the same time, keep any profits made inside the Colony; where
we need them for development. Protheroe, from Tonga, runs the
whole show - and runs 1t well, with a turnover this year
approaching helf a million and a profit of over £40,000 (despite
the fact that the aim i1s service and not profit). We were
lucky enough to buy two brand new trading ships for the show
from the Navy - each with space for about 250 tons of copra.

In administration the old Native Governmaﬁta are still
going strong but we have burnt our boats and abolished I believe
130 native laws and island regulations, revising the whole code
more along the lines of local custom as it exists today., There
is no longer any curfew, for example, divorces are granted on’

the gri..... 2f
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the grounds of "ineepmedis of temperament"”, inter-islend

"

travel (whether by canoe or sh;p) is unregulated, and the
famous dancing regulations have gone (much to Mr Eastman's
disgust)e.

Please forgive me for boring you with all this local
shop but Macdonald, whom you met when he was stationed at
Trinadad, told me the other day that you would be interested
to learn how your baby had developed and that many of the
Gilbertese still remember you well, Mautake, in particular,
you would be glad to meet now, as he never ceases to quote you
as an oracle and the standard by which the shortcomings of the
present staff may be measured: he used to be Chief Kaubure of
Tarawa in your time but now rejoices in the title of Government
"Adviser on Gilbertese custom" and perambulates around Colony
headquarters the every epltome of a benevolent patriach, and
very proud of the B.E.M: he got recently. Hext year we hope

to have got headquarters removed to Abemama, when it 1s intended
to inaugurate the new "Council of Representatives" consisting

of 40 elected members from the verious islands in the four
groupsa; and Meutake is to design and superintend the érootion
of the gigantic maneaba to seat such an august body (the "toa"
of all maneaba)s As you know, such work is the funetion of

a member of the "maerua" clan.

Holland is in charge of the Ocean Islanders at Rabi
Island and seems very well, as does his wife: it must be the

first time she has been free from her migrane for wears, The

Ranahan sammmite. hwe
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Banabak‘éﬁmmunity, by an overwhelming majority, have eieotad
to make Rabl their future homeland, so the Colony has lost
them to Fiji., I flew there the other day to negotiate the
terms of transfer and felt quite sorry to think that I might
be seelng the old famllier faces for the last time (Iete, Rewi,
Aurlarla and the others) though I firmly believe that the rem=
oval 1s for thelr own great benefit., I was interested to see
that ﬁlbhdugh they have been on Rabl for only a year, their
canniness and rugged individuallsm 1s paying good dividends
already, and they have now got over 70 Fijlans from the mainlend
working for them as wage labour,

I do hope that H‘ﬁpr and I may have an opportunity
of seelng you and chatting over old times once again. IiHeanwhilo
Honor has just saild that I'm to give you her very best respects
W to let you know that she often thinks of you and the old
days at Ocean Island, We walked round the phosphate workings
the other day, but felt like a couple of shades resurrecting
the scenes of a long~-buried past. Scarcely anything you knew
8ti1ll stands, and the new diggings steadily encroach on what is
left, Of the 0ld Resideflly we dlscovered three of the cement
steps stlll standing: that, and & few pleces of sensitive grass,

was all now lefte
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M.v, "Sydney Star",
near Curacao Island,
21lst July, 1947,
Dr J.L. Gm.bridgﬁ' OOBGE.'

48, Wrentham Avenue,
London. NeWe 10,

Dear Dr Grumbridge,

I was delighted to receive your letter of the l4th
December and to learn that you were still in the land of the
living and, more surprising to me, still interested in the
Gilvert and Ellice Islands Colony. It arrived just as I was
in the throes of handing over preparatory to going on leave
8o, being very busy, I postponed snswering 1t until the voyage
home,

It was indeed sad poor Mr Ross pessing away so suddenly
we were all fond of him, I hear that there 1s a new Stamp
Agent established at Ocean Island, but have forgotted his name
for the moment, We have such a laerge number of stamp enquiries
and orders in the Gilberts too, now thet we have removed Colony
headquarters there, that I arranged for a Mr Schutz, of Tarawa
Igland, to start a Stamp Agency. I am a bit dublous as to
whether he will be able to manage 1t successfully (he is a
capable business man but has no experience of the stamp trade)
but am hoping for the best, Government servants are not
supposed to undertake the work (as a business, that 1s) and
nobody's wife was willing,

I am glad that you succeeded in contacti»~ “~ Eagtman
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he has now, unfortunately, left the islands for good (being
long past the normal age for retirement). He will stay in |

Suva, completing a re-translation of the Bible into Gilbertese,

until the end of the year, when he planl{s to return to England
and settle down; near Ipswich, I believe.

Mr Eastman unintentionally misled you in conveying the
impression thet my transfer to Zanzibar was a recent &ent.

It took place in 1936 and did not last more then a few months.
Heving made my home in the islandé and being qui¥e. devoid of
embition to go elsewhere, I threatened to resign (even before

I got to Afrieca) unless I was allowed to return to the Gilbert
and Ellice Islands Colony. Since then I have several times
been bribed by tempting offers elseghere but they leave me quite
unmoved, I have but one interest in life, the Central Pacifie
Islends, and after over 20 years of living, breathing, thinking,
reading and writing "islands" the romence and beauty of 1sland
l1ife still grips me as it did when I first lanagga it will
always be a mystery to me why people continue to live in such
places as England when they could live in a near approach to
paradlse,

When I was a boy (at Highgate School) I read Robert Louls
Stevenson end vowed to 1live in the scenes deseribed in "In the
South Sees", With that end in view, I went up to Cambridge
and took a degree in anthropology (specializing in the Pacifie
Islands) and immediately applied for appointment to the

administrative service of the G, & E«I+Cs (the onlv real "South



Sea Islands" service).

Fortunately, I married a girl more "island struck" than
myseif before I left England and since then we have never
wavered in our allegianoe'to our first love, the "Central Pacific
Equatorial Islands"™ of the Gilbert, Ellice, Fhoenix, Line and
Northern Cook Groups, though I have lived on I think ES 1slands
scattered all over the Central and Eaatefn Pacific. '

My particular pursult is the collection of any serap of
information bearing on the Central Pacific Islands, to which
end I have been steadily obtalning forlaome 20 years every
book, article, pamphlet or mss. ¥ewbkmsp on the lslands, The
habby 1is not entirely without point, as I have already published
several monographs on various island topics (mostly for the
Government) and hope to retire before long in order to spend
the rest of my 1life in writing an exhsustive reference work on
the area,

Anyway, all this rather boring background study is by
way of assuring you that I am only too willing to provide you
with eny information I am able on the Colony, and neighbouring
groups, so do not spare your questions.

As regards the particular matters mentlioned in your
letter.- |

(1) Wo, we do not propose to settle Birnie, McKean or Phoenix,
as they are so small that the largest could not support

more than, say, five famllies, even if fully planted. I

heve given them, as tributory 1slands, to the 1nhab1tm

of Hull, Gardner and Sydney (Orona, Nikumaroro and Ma
respectively, the i1dea belng that they should be planted
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and used for the common benefilt of the whole communitye.
We planted 600 coconuts on Birnie 1% 1938 but I have not
seen or neard whether any came up. The others remain
unplanted to date and I am thinking of re-alloecating
them to be exploited by some of the more hard-pressed
Gilbert Islands.

(2) We have never had a Post Office on Enderbury, since no
British subject has resided there since about 1870, when
the last of the local guano was exported. The Americans
put 4 part-Hawailans, in charge of a Chinese-American,
there about 1938 to run a sort of weather station, but
;hggthéve long since left and the island is quite unin-

a (< 1o B9 :

(3) I'm afraid that its quite impossible to say from officlel
records when the various Post Offices were opened in the
Obdony: all our records were destroyed by the Japanese.
However, I hope some day to send someocne around endeavour-
ing to ascertain the dates from the local Island Govern-
ment records (if any) or from orsl statements. I am
as much Interested in the matter as you are.

(4) The only changes in Post Offices that may be in the
offing concern Niulakita, Flint and Caroline Islands,
a8 in each case I hope to work the island plantations
by means of co-operative producers groups, who would
very possibly turn into permanent colonlsts. The group
(from Vaitupu) who are to work Niulakita have already
commenced production and there must now be some 30 « 40
residents on that island. This information, however,
is not for publication, as matters are far from finallized
yet end I have not even begun to think of postal facile
ities, I might try and get some cancellation stamps
made in Englend while I'm here, as they take & long time
if ordered from Australia (witness the Phoenix Islands
settlement, where we were forced to Indulge in pen-
cancellations, owing to the non-receipt of the cancelle
ation stamps, ordered some time before). Perhaps you
would like first-day covers from the new Poste-offices,
if and when opened?

tfvdlay I ask you for one or two favours in return for the

above information?i=

(1) Could you possibly let me have & list of articles, etes,
on the Colony which have appeared in the philatelie
press? I will then have the issues bought or, if this
is not possible, the articles or excerpts copied or
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photostateds I believe that I am pretty complete to
about 1935, or at least up to the time of publication
of Harris' Cetalogue of Philatelic Literature, but have
lost track a bit since then. Altogether I have about
10 philatelic articles of wvarious sorts.

(2) I am anxious to purchase a complete collection of Colony
stamps., Not thet I am a stamp collector, but I have
collections of almost anything connected with the Colony
and its history and stamps are certainly an interesting
aspect. Could you advise me how to set about 1t?%

(3) I have about £100 worth of mint Colony Vietory issue
stamps and 500 Pltcairn Island firsteday covers, How

could I best sell them in this country, supposing they
are saleable? Would they fetch their face value, do

you think?

I expect to be about 3 months in England before rcturning
to the Paciflc and possibly we could meet some time when I am
in Londons I flew home last year on Government work (Tarawa
to London, via the Marshalls and Hawall in © days) but other-
wise I have not been in England for some 1l years, so I'm
afraid I do not know my way about at all, Actually, I have
been rather dreading coming home, after the peace of the 1slands,
and shall, I expect, be very glad to leave againe My address
is:-

¢/o Lady Maude, O.B.E.,
Loretto,
Candie,
St. Peter Port, Guernsey,
Channel Islandsj
and 1f there 1s any information I can possibly give you, or any
other service I can do, please write and let me knows

You say that you would like certain official notices
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sent to you. This could probably be done all right if you
let me know the type. The Colony Government (which now hes
70 Europeans and about 1,000 natives on the staff) turns out
a fair colleqbion'of officlal matter, including the official
Gazette (published in Suva and mostly concerning staff move%l
and legislative amendments), Blue Book, Annual Report, Civil
List, two monthly vernacular news-magazines and all sorts of
special Departmental end other reports: but possibly you only
want data relating directly or indirectly to postal issues?

The "acting" went last year and I am now in charge of
the Colony, for better or worse. The whole administration
has ohanged (and expanded) a good deal since the war and, among
other thigés, we have taken over all the commercial activities
of the former trading fi¥gg; but it is & long story and: T must
stop,as we are in sight of Ouracao.

I see I heve & number of Gllbertese postmarks with me
(my wife paciked them, why I can't think as they belong to my
collection at Tarawa) and you may care to glance through them
some time in case there 1s one missing from your collection.

Yours sincerely,

(Signed). H.E. Maude.

H.E. Maude.
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l. u.v. “SdeBY St&rn,
Curacao Island,
21st July, 1947.

Colonel A. Grey,
Port d'Auvergne,
Jersey, Channel Islands.

Dear Colonel Grey,

Your letter of the 13th February arrived at Tarawa
Just as I was about to leave for Fiji. Since then I have
been rather busy with official work which took me to
Australia and New Zealand, The voyage home, however,

| glves a breather to catch up with a tide of private correse
pondence which has been rising steadily for the past few
months.

At the same time as your letter (we had not had a
mall for some three months) there arrived a number of
envelopes returned by the Post 0ffice in Jersey; evidently
the first set which, I see from the postmarks, my Secretary
sent to you on the 22nd December. Eou had left the
Normendie Hotel when they arrived in Jersey, apparently
without leaving any forwarding address: or else the Hotel
authorities deserve a good talking to for the good of their

soﬁi&?

The five envelopes I enclose are all I can find in
my sultcase, but others may have been slipped in elsewhere
in the hurry of departure., If so, I'll send them on to

you when I come across them on unpacking in Guernsey, I
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don't just know how lMiss Dodds did the envelopes, so igp't
say how many are missing (if any).

My address while in Guernsey will be:=-

Loretto, -
Candie,
St Peter Portyg
and I expect to dump my wife and son there as soon as we
errive in Englend. Unfortunately, however, the Colonial
Office do not leave me alone for long, even on our rare
holidays (this is our first long leave for 1l years), and
I had a telegram yesterday telling me to fly to Australia
as soon as I land in England. I should not be away more
than a mbnth, I hope, as I am anxious to get at least 2
months in England before leaving for New Zealand for the
antipodean summer.

My wife's sister married a Volsin so we have plenty
of relatives in Jersey and expect to fly over for a few
days visit at least. I presume that there 1s a frequent
service from CGuernsey.

Its a plty the Jersey post-office seem to have
ruined some of your envelopes with thelr clumsy franking
stamp: however, if you want some more done and can afford
to walthuntil my return to the islands some time next year,
Just send me the stamped addressed envelopes and I'll post

theme Or if your in a hurry I can have them done by some

friend up there.

Yours Biﬁjaﬁolyéz
Bl o L Rl s ol o R e T
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The Residency,
Tarawa Island,
Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony,
Central Pacific,
2lst July, 1947.
The Secribe E,

Loloma Royal Arch Chapter,
Box 40, GeP+Os,

Suva, Fiji.

"Beoar Sir and Companion,

Referring to your letter of the 1llth March, I
attach a cheque for 8l. ls, 0d., belng my dues as an
Overseas member of the Loloma Royal ‘drehiChapter to the
30th September, 1948,

Yours faithfully and fraternally,

(Signed)- HoEt I‘ﬁaude.

HsEs Maude.
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ﬁnlﬂma Roygal Arch Chapter
3 No. 281 S.C.

PRINCIPALS ¢
M. Ex. Comp. i E. PERY-JOHNSTON.

Z.

M. Ex. Comp,,

M. Ex. Comp.,
NOEL LEVY, l ! E F. E. M. WARNER,
H. . AP

J30 r 40, G.P.0.

e . o e e s e e e e e
-

By ﬂ-'?{-tho'rfilfJ ()f ihp b‘

i ; 0
convoke the Ch " ‘egt A e

Hall, Suva, on-25=—5 < '/Iff
at 7.30 p.m. p,-,r_,(,_,,jg(al-_?f.

rincipals I hereby

e eaithiully. o
Yours faithitlly a, , fraternally,
ALD. RARRACK, P.2.

Seribe Ji.
Arrears of Dues: £

Dues to 30/9/47 £ : (o 6

Total £ o b
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Mupiness -

1. To open the Chapter.

2.—To read and if approved confirm the minutes of
the last Convocation.

3.—Consideration of Correspondence.

4—To pass accounts for payment.

5¢ To ballot for se

Broe dAe N, Brown
MeMe of Lodge of ¥iji Wge 1931 E.Coe

Bros We Fo Watson
Moils Of Lodge of ¥F1ji Noe 1931 Eele

e Tc Recelve and Bxalt 5 of the
following :=-

Bros CeWe Anderson
Broe A. Savery

Broe De Ge LOckwood
B!?o Fe Co Studmsn

Broe M. Jo Bay
— Broe Fo Ue Goosh -
Bro. Fo Ko Becher

7. Suech other business as admitted
by MoEelie

8s To Close the Chapter

Uﬂﬂm' .
Chapter of Rehearsnl,...........?....(g%?

' 0B




Loloma Royal Arch Chapter

No. 281 S.C.

SUVA, FiuJl IsLANDS,

Sar sir ana Companion,

In reply to your énguiry dated
1?th. December, 1946, I am pleasedto state you have already
QQn transferred to "Overseas Mémbcr“ of this Chapter.

Your dues will now be 10/6 annually
" from the 1st. October, 1946.

Greetings from the Principals and

qupanions of the Loloma Royal Arch Chapter No., 281, S.C.
Yours faithfully and fraternally,

Seribe E.
HeEe Maude Esq.

Regident Commissioner,

TARAWA*  Gilbert and Ellice Islands.
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M,v, "Sydney Star",
2lst July, 1947,
’Ly&\. &}M)/ <
Thank you so much for your kind letter on my

appointment as Resldent. Ydﬁﬁggy that it was obvious

that I would get the job: not to me, it wasn't; I always

“felt certain - rafﬁéf”fb“fﬁ§ High Gommissioﬁérfﬁ*ﬁmuéaﬁr"'
ment - that it would be given to someone transferred fror
outside the Pacific. I cannot but admit, however, that
I should have hated to have seen someone else take over;
however good he might have been,

Your present post must seem peaceful enough after
the hectic gtorms of being P«8. to the divinity who shapes
our ends: put you of the Colonial Office must be nothing
1f et Judge by the List sent us every

month, yo, all seem to spend your time being moved around

1ike & gamg of chesss I see that you have the task of
fitting everyone into the new accommodation at Church
house; a proceeding which could, one imagines, be the cause
of much grief and'anguish among Heads of Departments whose
floor space has been decreased.

Your letter arrived (we had not had e meil for 3
months) just before I left Tarawa on leave, so I brought
it with me to answer on the voyage. Now we are passing
through the West Indles - scenes of your former drinking

sessions - and the heat of the tropiecs again stimulates me
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to active work: curious how comatose one gets in ¢BRA
weather, T never do a stroke.

Do you mind if I come and worry you for a brief
space when I get to London. I have been briefed to get

one Oor two matters settled with the C.0. during my leave,
to wit:-

iy —— e e G S

(1) the purchase of Fanning and Washington Islands for
immediate settlement, from a C.Ds & W.F. grantj

(2) the resumption of. Christmas Island from its former
lessee;

(3) the purchase of the much-needed Colony vessel;

(4) the selection of an Assistant Treasurer, Savings
Bank Officer and Government Storekeeper;

(5) the incorporatlon of Flint, CGaroline and Vostok
Islands within the boundaries of the Colony; and

(6) the political future of Pitcairn Island.

i,

I realize that none of these thiﬁga exactly fall within

your province, but you know (being the Establishment
Officer) what a rabbit warren the C.0¢. 18 and I'm sure

you could guide me in each case to the only man who could
deal with that partioulﬁi‘groblem. I see that Robinson

is no longer in International Affairs but in charge of

West Africa (of all places) so you are my only hope. I
was solemnly warned in F1Ji to go to A or B about each
point (but not to Cyor D, who were obstructionists) but

as I cannot now remember the names of either the co-operators
or the obstructionists all the welle-meant advice was rather
wasted,

A telegram arrived from S8idehatham veatardav asvine
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that I should be ready to fly back to Australia (where I
was staying last month) as soon as I arrived in England,
I expect, and most sincerely hope, that you'll be coming
too: indeed, you may have already gone for all I KNowe

I must say I'm quite looking forward to 1t and trust that

something 1s settled this time, If possible, I feel

strongly that Pitcairn Islang should be dealt with at the

same time; for, between you ang me, we ape meking rather

a mess of things there and the 1sland seems to be Just

nobody's darlings One cannot py¢ feel sorry for the

wretched people, compelled to Suffep through official

Indifference.

liy wife and son are wity .. and, once again, will

- t .
- G B Guernsey . if end when I
go to Australia. THowever,

require dumping

th
1s time 1t suits them as
they can now go and spend 1°nger

"1th their relations than
would otherwisg be possible:

4Pe anxious to get back
to New Zealand before the '1nter

Hoping to see you agaln 4, ¢
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BY AIR MAIL
AIR LETTER

IF ANYTHING IS ENCLOSED Vg ~

THIS {LETTER WILL BE SENT i | _...b%x.?

BY ORDINARY MAIL. wlS&
it &/

(L BERT S ETHCE  BANAS
GURERT K KTHE, s




L i The Residency,
Tarawa Island,
Gilbert and Ellice Ialanda Colony,
Central Pacific,
21st July, 1947,

The Hon. Secretary,
The Anthropological Soclety of N.S.W.,

Australian Museum,

College Street, Sydney, N.S.W.

Dear Madam,

With reference to your letter of the 17th September
last, I attach‘a cheque for £1. 108+ 0d., being my subspre
iption to the Anthropological Soclety of Hew South Wales
for the years 1946, 1947 and 1948,

Yours sincerely,

(Signed). H. E. Maude.

HeE "ﬂud@ "



|
3 | s | ; ,
The. Authropological Society of Netw South Wales
; J (AFFILIATED WITH THE AUSTRALIAN ANTHROPOLOGICAL ASSOCIA‘F;ON)
AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM

COLLEGE STREET
SYDNEY, N.S.w.

17th. September,1946

H.E. Maude Esqe.,

Western Pacific High Commission,
Suva,

FIJI.

Dear i3ir,

I have your letter in reply to mine of 9th., ipril last
and am pleased to note that you are rejoining the Society. The annual
subscription is 10/= which you may forward to either the undersigned or
to Mr. F. D, lcCarthy, Hon. Treasurar, c/o The Australian Museum, Collece

Street, Sydney.

Iam

Yours Sincerely,

(ANEA~A~_ ‘EB{ZCL(l*’J-
164 Prince's Highway,

ARNCLIFFE, N.S.W. Hon.Secretam
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'th M,v. "Sydney Star",
Curacao Island,
2lst July, 1947,
Reve AJMes Chirgwin, MesAe,; DsDs,

Livingstone House,
Broadway, Westminister,

London, S.W.l.

Dear kr Chirgwin,

Thank you very much for your letter of the 24th
Pebruary conveying the congratulations of the Directors
of the London Missionary Soclety on my recent appointment
as Resident Commissioner of the Gilbert and Elllce Islands
Colonys Your considerate action in sending me this note,
not to speak of the rather flattering references to my
endeavours to promote MissioneGovermment harmony, are most
sincerely appreciated and I hope that the excellent relations
which have now for so long existed between the two organ=-
1zations may continue throughout my stay in the Colony.

I have always held Colonial Government service to
be, like Mission service, a true vocation = a call to
dedicate one's life to the service of a primitive people.
The administration must, therefore, co-operate to the full
with all other organizations heving a like aim (though
they may be working from a different angle)s And, in
the Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony, so much can be done
by the Mission and the adminisi®ation, in co-operation,
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4
which neither can achieve single-handed. i,J

It was, of course, & bitter blow to us all when
the much-loved Sadd was murdered, and I hear that the
Mission 1s about to sustain a further loss in the retire-
ment of tha Eastmans. I hope, therefore, that your
headquarters are sending out urgently required reinforce-
ments: & missionary, a teacher-training expert, and a
leymen accountente-storekeeper are the minimum requirements,
in my opinion, and the Govermment will pay the salary and
expenses of the second.

I pald a brief visit to England last year, flying
both ways, and took the opportunity of calling on your
Foreign Secretary, the Revs Leonard Hurstse I hope to be
able to pay & repeat visit when I next come up to London
and should like, if I may, to state a few personal views

H. €. Yoncle .
H.E. Poudde .

on the staffing, salariecs and conditions of service in the

Gllbert Islands Mission and the ofterecurring problem of

2 European missionary for the Ellice Islands, I realize

that these matters are not really any affalr of miine but
#BBRlecl sure that the observations of a well-wisher long

7a"“9 qﬂﬁa’ 4””°&;59
(seqped )

resident in those remote parts will not come amisse
Unfortunately, however, I have just received a
telegram from the Colonial 0ffice directing me to fly to
Australia on urgent business as soon as I reach England,
8o my call must perforce awalt my return.
With renewed thanks to the Directors of the Soclety

and yourself,
T T
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His Honour the Resident Commissioner, Ay s
He E, lMaude Esge., O0.B.E.,M.A., Sl L 11
Tarawa, & oY/
The Gilbert & Ellice Islands Colony. N ; Tl

e

-

’".

Dear Mr. Maude, :

L letter from the Rev. G. H. Eastman of Beru has brought
the information that you have now been definitely appointed as
Resident Commissioner of the Gilbert & Ellice Islands Colony.

I want immediately in the name of the Directors of this Socieby

to extend our very warm congratulations on this well deserved
appointment and to say with what gratification this information

is received here at Livingstone House. You have been so close
and good a friend of the Gilbertese people, as well as of this
Society, That your appointment as Resident Commissioner is a
matter of the greatest possible interest. We hope that you will
have many years of service fully satisfying to yourself and richly
fruitful to the people of the Colony.

I gather from Mr. Eastman that you are likely to be in London
later in the year. I hope that it will be possible for you to
find time for a call here at Livingstone House. My colleague,
Rev. Leonard Hurst, who is our Foreign Secretary for the Pacifie,and
also for India, is at the moment in the latter country, but he will
be back in the course of a month or so, so that he will be here to
welcome you,I trust on your arrival.

With warmest good wishes,
Yours very sincerely,

/71, Conprnny

Generel Secretary.



The Residency,
Taraﬁa Island,
Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony,
Central Pacific.

2lst July, 1947,

The Secretary,
Buropean Civil Servants Association,

F1]1 and Western Pacific,

Suva, Fiji,.

Dear Sir,
I attach a cheque for 10/-, being my

subscription to the European Civil Servants Associa-
tion for the year ending the 30th June, 1948,
Yours faithfully,

(Signed) H.E. Maude.,

H.E. Maude.



Telegram.

To: H.E. Maude, m.v. "Sydney Star".

From: Mr Sidebotham, Colonial Office, Downing Street, London.

Ree'd: 22nd July, 1947, 21st July, 1947.

We may have to ask you to fly to Australia shortly after
arrival here in connexion with issues you were studying
during your visit to thils office in February, 1946. Please
call Colonial Office earliest possible on arrival United
Kingdom. Please acknowledge.

Sidebotham.




Telegram.,

To: Mr Sidebotham, Colonial Office, Downing Street, London.

From: H.E. Maude, m.v. "Sydney Star".

23rd July, 1947.

Ready fly Australia any time required. Will contact
you on arrival London approximately August second.

Maude.,

———————



L M.,v. "Sydney Star",
23rd July, 1947.

Dear Major Holland,

I distinctly remember you asking me at Rabi whether
I had received a letter from you on my confirmation as
Resident - and I replied that I had and thanked you for it
there and then. Indeed, however, I could not have for it
has appeared (dated the 25th February) among & pile of
letters#@ent on from somewhere or other and hitherto un-
answered.

May I thank you now, belatedly but none the less
sincerely, for your kind congratulations which I need
hardly say are more appreciated coming from yourself than
from anyone els#. It was ever you who befriended me when
I was a shrinking Cadet, refreshed my rather idealistie
outlook on Colony affairs and prevented the develop#ment
of the cheap cynicism to which I am prone when things go
wrong. And now, put of the whole administration when I
came, only you and I are left, and the others (who &add wup
to quite an astonishing number) are all either dead or
scattered.

I wrote to lrs Holland as soon as I got on board
to thank her for the lovely time I had at Rabi with you
all, I'm afraid I was a good deal exhausted after s

strenuous month trying to finish off everything at Tarawa
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(indeed, I went to hospital as soon as I returned to Suva)
but I certainly d4id enjoy myself, and particularly the
"elections", Taking all in all, things went off a lot
better than I had anticipated, considering that the Covern=
ment insisted on the Banabans being attacked bull-headed
by lMacdonald and myself, and not slowly and calmly over a
long period by yourself, as both you and I had recommedded.
However, as I emphasized in my report, the hours of patient
explanation and propaganda whicech you had evidently put in,
coupled with the new happiness and prosperlty of the
community since your advent (the more spectacular, when
contrasted with the miseries of the previous régime) were
factors sufficiently weighty to turn the scales desplte the
crudity and haste of the final approach.

The Colonial Office must have found out where I am
for we've just had a telegram instructing me to be prepared
to fly to Australia (a conference at Canberra) as soon as
I land in England, I flew there last month from New
Zealand so will have been round the world in 2 months if
the trip materializes. It always amazes me (when I stop
to think) how nonchal@ntly one flies to the other end of
the world these days.

I do hope that your wife keeps in good health (I
hadn't seen her so well for ever so long) and Barbara too.
I am still a bit stiff after our ride but 1t should wear

off after another month or twol
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Once again many thanks for your kind and inspiriting
letter. I pray that I shall prove, in the event, worthy
o8 your falth In my abllity to be of service to the Colony
as Resident; but you set rather a high standard, you knowe.
However, I shall certalnly try and there's no knowing what

one can do when really refreshed by a long leave.

Yours very sincerely,
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Mev. "Sydney Star",
23rd July, 1047.

Dear Sir Albert,

I am writing to convey our most gfateful thanks
to you for all your multitudinous acts of kindness during
our recent stay in New Zealand: no-one could have possibly
helped us more than you did and I am afraid we came to
rely on you to get us out of every kind of difficulty.

Your choice of the "Sydney Star" has certalnly proved
most fellicitous for I can never remember travelling on a
more comfortable ship before. Our clbin is unexpectedly
roomy, we have a large private bathroom, Alaric 1s very
happy next door with two other boys and all the other
passengers are nice people. Being a cargo boat there 1s
plenty of deck space and we have discovered a small
sitting-room (away from the main rooms) which we have
almost monopolized. I only hope that we can come back
by the same line, but that is really too much to expect.

We both called on Mr Rowlands when we were in
Wedlington and he was very good to us, even sending Honor
some flowers the day the ship left. I do not think that
he is connected with the Blue Star Line, except indirectly
through the meat business, but no doubt he wields consider-
able influence: several of the other passengers are
connected with Vesteys.

It looks as 1f the Colonial Office are not going to
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let us have our leave in peace, even after 1l years, for

yRll S

I had a telegram the other day instructing me to be
prepared to fly to Australia as soon as I arrive in
England. I do not think that I should be long there,
however, and presumably they will fly me back to England
to commence my leave when it 1s over. One imagines that
it 1s some conference on the i1slands and, if so, I would
not like to be out of it for, as you know, politicians
are often hopelessly ignorant about the Central Pacifiec
Groups.

The only drawback about cargo boats 1s the fact
that they do not, except by good fortune occaslonally,
enable one to go ashore anywhere en route. The "Sydney
Star" is no exception in this respect; for we rushed
through the Panama Canal without stopping and took a 19ad
of fuel at curagao late on a Sunday night. However, we
didn't so much mind &s others, since we had seen both
places before.

I have your kind letter before me in which you
congratulate me on my appointment as Resident Commissioner,
I did not reply to it in writing, as perhaps I should have
done, since it arrived as I was about to leave Tarawa and
I knew I should be seeing yous Anyway, may I now reiterate
the verbal thanks I expressed when we met.

I suppose that you will have returned from your

visit to Rebi and Ocean Island long before you receive
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" this and trust that everything went off all right end that
you found the Banabans well and happy. I have a feeling
that there will be a lot of travelling on the part of the
Banabans at first, between Rabi and Ocean Island, but that
this will gradually decrease as the former place becomes
more &nd more home to them. It is understandable that at
first nostalgia will call them powerfully to Banaba but I
am confident that in years to come it will call no less
powerfully to Rabi: even‘Q?w, to most of the younger
folk, Rabl 1s the true homee.

Honor asks me to thank you, in particular, for
sending the young man with a car to get her to the train
when she left Aucklands They only just caught it, as it
happened, owing to the ferry returning from Devenport
without taking any cars on boarde.

Once again, thanks ever so much for all your help
and hoping to see you before the end of the year,

With our kindest regards,

Yours very sincerely,

(Signed) H.E. Maude.
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30th - Jq
ATy, 194
H,E. Maude, Esqr., M.B.E., %
Gilbert & Ellice Islands Colony,
Via SUVA.

Dear Mr. Maude,
By recent letter from Mr. Gaze I le

you have been appointed Resident Commissioner. Please
hearty congratulations on this well earned promotion.

d

Ne
bt uy
In response to a letter fyom Mrs. N
at Tarawa 20th ultimo, we have been inquiring regardin Wde da
from Ocean Island to New Zealand and on to England, abbipass teq

if possible by June. Vingages

As regards Ocean Island to this co
have been in touch with Mr. Gaze and passages are resen PY, I
you per "Trienza" due to leave the Island during secon o
April for this port. Passages from here to England hay half L
as yet been secured though Mr. Bissett has consulted ali Not
shipping companies. In the case of each sailing there 5 the
long waiting 1list and the matter is difficult. In Views a
however, of the urgency of your movements I feel sure th’
something can be arranged by the date you arrive here, 2t
Blue Star Company offered accommodation by the "BrisbaneThe
leaving about 10th April but that date was too early for S
We have asked them to keep you in mind for the next veg Yoy
which they anticipate will be early in May. As soon azel
have anything definite I will advise you by radio messy We
feanwhile the following is being sent to you at Tarawa tg'

"Passages reserved for ydu Trienza due leave Ocean fop
Auckland second half April prospects obtaining pPassy
Blue Star vessel early May" 8es

Later.

Since writing the foregoing I have be
speaking by 'phone to Mr. Rowlands the head man out heree?
the Blue Star Line. He is just back from England so I 4.°F
an early opportunity of telling him of your. requirements Fk
has met you, he says, and is very definitely out to do ail He
he can to help.

I have mentioned other news in the ac
ing letter to Mrs. Maude. Company...

With kindest regards,

Yours sincerm




*Officers should
endeavour, as far
as possible, to
supply a  per-
manent address
to which all com-
munications for
them can be sent.
Military Officers
must furnish pri-
vate  addresses,
not addresses clo
Agents.

The Crown Agents for the Colonies.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

Gentlemen,
I have to inform you that I arrived in the United Kingdom

on the 19 a7 on leave of absence from the

2nd August,

Government of the Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony.

I disembarked from the S.8. "Sydney Star® at the
port of Tondon onthe 2nd Augusts 1949 ,
and until further notice my address will be*
"Loretto", Candie,
St Peter Port,
Guempsey,

Channel Iglands.

«

My appointment is that of the Regident Commissione
Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony. <

I am,
Gentlemen,

Yours faithfully,

.

. ”

=y

17. 4,000/10/45. W. & S. Ltd.
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5th. August, 1947.

Dear Mr. Maude,

I have received from Sydney letters from
Mr. Burns and Mr. Mitchell in which they express the hope
that I may be able to have a talk with you.

I trust that you have had an enjoyable
trip and that the rooms engaged for you at the Mayfair are
to your satisfaction.

Kindly let me know when and where I
could meet you. If convenient to you, I think perhaps
this office will be the best plate. Any day next week
and any time would suit me if you will let me know.

Yours trulyy,~

. MACKINTOSH.

H. E. Maude, Esqg.,
The Mayfair Hotel,
Mayfair,

LONDON, W.l.



i "Toretto"
St. Peter Port,
f % GUERNSEY, C.I.

9th August 1947

The Under Secretary of State
for the Colonies,

Colonial Office,

Downing 8treet,

LONDON, S.W. 1.

Sir, .

I have the honour %o inform you
ghat I arrived in the United Kingdom on the
2nd Augustyl947, on leave of &bsence from the
Government of the Gilbert and Ellice Iglangg

Colony and that, until further notice, my gadress

will be as above.

:A'copy of this letter has been
forwarded to the Acting Resident Commissiopep
of the Gilbert and Ellice Islends Colony.

T have the honour to he,
8iv,
Your obedient Servantg,

(8igned) H.E. Mauge,

Resident 00mmiaaioner |
Gilbert end Ellice Islands Colony.



“Lorettou »
Candile,
8t Peter Port,
Guernsey, Channel Islands,
15th August, 1947,

% dtw, W’/f—

. Tﬁank you for your letter of the 1l3tn. I shall be
very glad indéed to have the opportunity of a talk on
cooperative affairs in the CGilbert and Ellice Islands Colony,
end I am optimistic o: interesting you in our litbie problems
since our cooperative movement is reiatively of long standing

and virtually the whole commercial 1life of the community is
. in the hands of wholesale or retail cooperative socleties:
brobably to a greater extent than anywhere else in the world,
I expect to be in London by midday on the 21st and wil}l
get in touch with you by telephone as soon as I am free of
Sidebotham and others, who are anxious to brief me in connexio
with Cenberra Conference matterss I understand that I am
due to leave for Australia by Lancastmlen a.m. on the 24th
and do not as yet know the approximate date of my réturn;ﬁ‘%t
no doubt we shall be aQ}e to fix some mutually convenient
time for a discuséion on elther the.Ban or 23rds
y"‘“’ ot«-aﬁ}
#.
H.E. Maude.

B.J. Surridge,"Ssq.,
Dover House, Whitehall, S.W.1l,
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