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SU},IMARY

ItThe Two t{orIds of lr{auriacrl

This study is concerned with the relationships that exist in
the novels of François lulauriac between human d.rama and. the physical

setting, including the natural and. the man-mad.e environment. In the

rntroduction the prominence in the works of these two apparently

distinct erements is brought out, and the question is posed. as to
what links can be found to exist between them. The relationships
that are sought in the thesis are of three types. Firstry, there

is the dramatic one, the infruence of the physicat world on the

plot of the novel. The second rel-ationship is psychological 

-the influence of the outside world op the inward condition of the

characters, and, conversery, the way in which the surroundinge

that an individual seeks 6erve as an outward expreseion of his
personality and psychorogical state. Thirdly, symbolic connêc-

tions between the visible world and human reality are consid.ered,

i.e. instances where one can draw significant analogies between

what is happening in the life of the characters and what is occur-

ring around them.

using this approach, an analysis, is made in the first chap-

ter of manrs relationship with the cosmic universe 
- 

d¿¡!çnes6¡

and light, night and day, weather and. seasons. rn the second

chapter the examination focuses on the rerationship betvreen

Mauriacrs characters and the rearm of nature, both in its vege-

tal and animal forms. rn the third. chapter a study is mad,e of the



tIL

theme of territory and the territorial instinct which is clearly

displayeclbymanycharacters.Thistakestheformofapassion

forproperlyorastrongaffectionforandaffinitywitlrone|6

phyeical abode.

In the fourtb chapter a slightly different approach is

ad.opted.. Here the connectíon between the structure of the novels

and, variations in geographic setting is examined' and' it is

found that there is in many cases a correspondence between phy- 
,

sicar movement from one rocal-ity to another and changes in the

inward. state of inclivid'uaL characters'

The conclusion is drawn that there existE a very real unity

between the human and. the physical aspects of the novel-s' on the

dramatic]-evel,itappearsthatthephyeicalenvironmentserveÉ¡

inmanyworksaÊaninstrumentofdestiny,predestinationbeing

aconcepttowhicha]Iusionisoftenmadeinstudiesof}lauriac.

The psychological and symbolic levels of the relationship bring

outnotonlyman|sd.ependenceonthephysicalrealmbutalsothe

patently animal nature of Ïris relationship with it. By this means

Mauríac, in the traclition of Jansenist Christianity with which he

isoftenlinked.,reinforcestheimplicitphilosophicalmessage

thatcanbededucedfromhisworks,i.e.Thatmanisessentially

a weak and faIlen creature who can only be redeemed by Divine

Grace.
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ï, the undersigned, certify that this thesis con_

tains no material which has been accepted for the

award. of any other degree or diploma in any uni_

versity, and that, to the best of my knowledge

and belief, it contaÍns no material previously

published or written by any other personrexcept

where due reference is made in the text of the

thesis.

I.S. Aa1tonen.
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AVANT-PROPOS

Le lecteur de cette thèse observera que quelques-une6

des conclusions de 1rétude ont déjà été notées par drautres

commentateurs. Le plus souvent¡ cêEi conclusions ont êlê)

pourtant, des affirmations sans preuves. Nu1le part dans l-a

critique mauriacienne je ntai trouvê à' analyse systé-

matique et cohérente du rapport entre lfuniyers physique et

Ie drame humain qui pourrait établir Itexact,itude de ces at-

testations. VoiIà ce que jressaie de fournir d.ans cet ouvrage.

I.S.Aaltonen.
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NOTE

Les sigles employés pour indiquer les ceuvreÊ romanesqueE

de l,Íauriac citées dans cette thèse sont les suivants:- '

. AA Un Adolescent drautrefois

AN Les Anges noirs

BL Le Baieer au léPreux

Cl.f Les Chemins de la mer

CP Ce qui était Perdu

CS La Chair et Ie sang

D Destins

DA Le Désert de lramour

EC LrBnfant chargé d'e chafnes

Ff Le Fleuve de feu

G Genitrix

GI GaÌigaf

LA Lr Agneau

Ll'l Le lJaI

LP la Pharisienne

LS Le Sagouin

i"lF Le l'lYstère }-rontenac

NV Le Næud de viPères

P Préoéances

PS Plongées

RP La Robe t'rétexte

TD Thérèse DesqueYroux

TCD Thérèse cirez le docteur

TH Thérèse à I'hôte1

TR Trois récits




