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ERUFACE

The topic of this thesis on John Dunmore Lang and his influence
on Australian Education was chosen after a preliminary perusal oi' his
manuscripts, now housed in the archives of the Titchell Library,
Sydney. Very little previous research has been done on the 1life and
work of Doctor Lang and there are no dissertations which deal ex=-
clugively with his contribution to Australian Tducation. Mr. A.C. Child
hag made an investigation of Br. Lang's life and work and has published
two articles in the Royal Australiaa Historical Socliety's Journal.
However, that study has been spread over sll the Doctor's activities,
while the present study is limited to his work in educatlon.

The problem of this study was %o investigate and evaluate Dr.
Lang's work and influence on the educational development of hie adopted
country. But i% was obviously both impossible and undesirable to
isolate entirely the educational activities from the other work of
Dr. Lang inm Australia. In some cases the educational work was bound
inextricably with other phases, as when the establishment of the
Australian College was also the opportunity for a bold and successful
vepture in immigration. The first chapter is an attempt to outline
briefly the 1ife of Dr. Lang so that the details of his educational
work could be seen in proper perspective. For this purpose also an
appendix has been prepared to outline chronologically the main events

of the Doctor's life.
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Cther chapters have been dictated of a necessity to give to Dr,
Lang's work & background without which the study would lack clarity
and significance, Thus a brief survey of education in Austral ia up
to Dr. Lang's arrivel in the colony has beer included. The chapter
on Church and 3chool Corporation has a further purpose, in that Lang's
actions in relation to this Corporation influenced practically all his
later work in education. Apparent digressions will thus be recognized
a8 necessury becaugse of later influences.

But all this background materinl and the details of Laug's
educational veantureg heve been included as basis for a judgment on his
influence in Australian education. The extent of Dr. Lang's work in
ecGucation is amazingly wide both in nature and time, and is all the
more surprising when one realises that other phases of his work were
ag much or more widespread though not perhaps as lasting. He managed
to crowd several careers into one lifehime, and do well in all of them.

The oppertunity of making acknowledgment of help given must also
be taken here. The thanks of the writer are due to the stafl of the
¥itchell Library who helped and co-operated wiienever possible. The
monuscripts of Dr. Lang were gtill in process of asgemcling, checking,
and binding, bubt any inconvenience caused by the writer's desire to use
the material was cheerfully accepted. The writer's gratitude poes also
to Ir. H.V. Gteele, the Tisher Librarian of the University of Sydney,
who 80 graciously granted the privileges of graduate use of the fina

library.



CHAPTER I

2D, LING THE AN
LIFs A CHARACTER

“He come o Australies with an expansive iantollect, a
brave spiri$, a ¢ pacity for work cnd mastering the detaila of
life, and with s quality which hus boen sccounted the greatest
of all humen qualitles - the power of gentleness.” T Thus
gpake Sir Henry Parkes of his old assoclate, John Dunmore lLang,
on the oeccasion of the Tirst auniversary of the latter®s death.

Lang had spent his 1ifs in sorvice to Australia and its
poople, and ranks as one of the great men of Austiralia®s first
century. He was aectively interested in many aspects of the
colonial 1ifs, and left his mark quite definitely on the history
of hias adopted country.

John Dunmore Lang was borm in Groenock,; lcotland in 1799.
His ancestors on both sides hed been Scostish farmers and land-
owners, some of whom hud izken purt in a sojourn in Holland for
thoir religion®s seke between 16562 and 1688, william Long,
hia father, was spparently an artisan, for he is deseribed
on John's entry form to Glasgow University as "Gulielmi

Artificis®,2 and this deseription is substantisted by his later

; Bartley - Augkralian Plonecers and Reminigcenceg. p.142
J.D. Lang - M55 Apendix, Mitchell Library.
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activities in Australis. It was while coming to Sydmey to
advise his son on matters of building that he lost his 1life.

John*a mother, “ary Dunmore Lang, oun her father's
death inherited some property at Largs, Scotland, and after
the successful outcome of a leogal struggle concorning the
title, the family took up residence there in 1306, Tany
Lang was evidently guite a strong minded charzcter and no
doubt it was from her thut John inherited much of thut detor-
mination and porseverance which characterized his activities
in Australia. She followed heor sen to Australiam and was
gquite ready to fight for him wheu she thought she could helyp
him. On the occasion when relations between John and Governor
Srisbane wersc rathor strained over the guestion of building a
deoteh Kirk, she visited the Governor and did mueh by her
influence to straighten out the difficulty.

John attended the parish school in Largs and was
bright enough to enter Glasgow University in 1811 wien only
12 yeors of sge. During his stay there he studied in irtas and
Theology, and obtained his Waster's Degree in 1319. However,
he did not 1imit his study to narrow courses bui aettended
optional eclassss in anatomy, surgery, chemisiry and natural

history.3

He left the University in 1820 and was liconsed es a

prengher of the Cospel by the Fresbytery of Irvine. DBut his

3 5.0. Lang - WSS, Mitehell Library, Vol. 24.



3
independent spirit rebelled at the thought of resting his
advancement in the church on the whim of some laird who had
power of preferment. He ways "I could not help regarding
it as both humiliating and degrading, for & licentiate to be
kept weliting at the footstonl of some nobleman or obther.” 4
It is interesting to contemplats how Lang with his "biting
tongue pud vitriollc pen"5 would hove fitted inte the church
system of the homeland.

But Lang had already gained the idea of going abroad.
His younger brother George, who had begun the sbudy of medicine
at Glasgow University, had left his study to $:ke up & menaging
position on a West Indles plantation. This arrangemont had
fauiled, through no fault »f George, and he had then taken the
advics of Sir Thomas Brisbane, their loezl laird, and had
deeided to emigrate to Australis. John "directed his brother,
when embarking for Hew South "alss, to make a morsl survey of
the country on his arrivel in Ausiralia, and in particular to
ageertain the condition and prospscts of the Presbyterians
he might find in ity as it was not improbable thot if his
agcount were at all favourable he should procead thither as a
rminister of the Gospel himself.” 6

Weanwhiile John was seeking a eall in the homeland and
had had some hope of success in ahtainiﬁg an appointment, for
he hed been chossn ons of four out of a groug of thirty, o

preach a second time for a test aeermor. On receiving word

4 5.0, Lavg - V58, Miteholl
? "Qld Chum" - Truth. 1908
M55, Ibid.

Library, Vol. 24
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from Gsorge, advising him to enmigrate, he "declined the invita-
tion to preach a second time."! Goorge had mude inguiries, both
in Van Dieman*s Laad and in New South Wales, among the Fres-
byterians settled there, and had no hesltation in advising his
brother to eoms sut as the firast rresbyterian minister.

John's friends cousidercd lils venture " a hare-brained
and desperate scheme™, but he had determined thot ke “would
g0 forth beyond seas to soms transmarine fisld of labour,
in vhich no minister of the Chureh he belonged %o had ever
laboured barore,“s He therefors set out for Austrslia "of
his own choico and at his own charges“’ by the ship /Andromeda
on dctober 14, 1822,

After a journey of sevon months he arrived in Sydney,
and o few weeks later wrote in his diary -~ "The climate is
dzlightful. Ths country is highly productive; bud its
people! 9 generation of vipers! ill they never be warned
to flees from the wrath to comel I scomn to be the ponsionsr
of thieves nand adulterers., I suall stay here only till I
get our Scots Kirk finished and £ill I ecan leave the place
honourably.” A 1ittle later, when the Seots Kirk sub-
scriptions were proceeding quite nicely he felt betier about
it all, but said; "I shell not like to continue 8ll my life,

providing it bo long, in so contracted a sphers.” 10

; J.D. lang, - M33, Mitehell Library. Vol. 24
9 Lang ~ Historlical and Statistical fccount of HeBeTe, pe iv.
Ibid.

0 7.p. Lang, - ¥8S, Miehell Library. Yol.
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His 1ife proved %o bea long ong, but there is unething Lo suggest
from his activitios in Uew South Uules that he over allowed the
gphare to be a contracted one. He was interestod in many aspects
of the colonial life aad setively engaged in as many avenuss of
sorvico as posasible.

Lang's ecarly impressions were apparently very justified,
and to a young men of zoal, fresh from a College course, the
difficulties and the ovils would have loomed large in his vision.
Lang had the sympathy of others already in the eslony, for the
flove Samuel “arsdenm writing to a friemd in Englond said, in 13830,

“The Dr. hes had many difficulties {o meet, but

I hope in time he will got over thom ~ New South Vsles
is not by auy means & place suited to s young mun just
entering public life - there are too many op.onenis to
everything thut is good, :hat without mueh experiencs
and wisdom, it will be impessible for him to avoid
severe trials and difficultien - and if ha has not
patience ?Qd persoverance no rust sink under Lhelir
wolght.”

Lang had many “$risls apnd difficulties’ during his work
in Australia, but while he had the perseverance, he cerfainly
did nov have the patisnce hopad for. ilo was a man of unuguol
capucity and energy, and from the first he tock a vory active
part in the public life of the colony., He was impulsive, nd
hiothoaded, snd the very intensity of his feelings ofton led hin
to say and write things which roused the ire of hie opvoucnis.

He tended to bs led on by his own earnestness when his botter

Judgment would probably have said him nay. 1In 1853 Parkes,

11 Letters of S5s Marsden. 8,T. Box 54 Mitcheoll Library
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his protege and friend, wrote to him declining &o publish in
*The fmpire” omne of his bitter letters becuuse it would cnuse
unnecessary pain and even wenken Lang's own inflaence.’z

Lang was heartily weleomed by the Scots residenits par-
ticularly, and at once sel about plunning for the building of
a Scents Kirk. The Governor and lady Brisbane, themsselves
Frosbyteriang, headed the well-supported subscriptlon list, ang
proaspects were vosy. Lang and his committee approached the
Government for a grant {from publie funda, and vhile the Governor
wag apparently in favour, (Lang says he came Trom Farramatia
with a lstter promising £1,000 firom The Public Trsasury if the
gubseription reached £1,GOG),13 his advisers, notably Yajor
doulburn and Dr. Douglass, wers opposed to it, and porsuaded
the Governor aguinst the jruut. The reply published in the
Sydney Gazette of September 25, 1323, was far from politic in
its wording, suggesting by its imglications that fhe rresbyterian
Church was to be put on probstion and tested befure help would be
granted. Lang was not the type of man %o ses his Church receive
such @ public and unwarreanted rebuke. Ho addressed a remonatronce
to the Governor couched in tarms which his rightoous indignation
dicteted. However warranted it may have bsen, it waa of such a
nature, with an implied threat that he would tske %lie matter to
“ngland, that the Governor could mot ignore it. The Governor's
nome was removed from the subscristion list and uot only did

gubscriptions stop - Tor who could afford the Covernor's dis-

12 J.0. Lapg Paporg, Vol. 22, p.4
13 J.D. Lapg - M58, Mitchell Library, Vol. 1



pleasure - but Loag's congregations Tell away.

Leng did refor the matter to the Unglish suthorities, and
had the oifending letter publisiied in the London press, but before
word came back from “nglend, Yra. Lang had beon able 1o work oa
the Goveraor t6 such an extonit that he had grunted a subsidy on
the land,; had renewed his subgeription, and agroed to officiate
at the laying of the foundabion~atone. Vhen despatches did arriva
{rom %nglund they contained a rebuke for the (Gowvernor'zs publisied
attitude to the application for a grant to the fecots Chivrch, and
ordered the Goverument to pay one third the coat af {he chureh. 4
Lang colebrated his vietory by a return to Snglond and o succesg-
ful application to Lord Bathurst for the grantlay of o uslary
{rom the Coversment to himself and to the Frssgbyierian minicler
whom ha persuaded to go with him t» New South Vules.

Leng's fomily hed arrived in Yev South Wales in Januory,
1824, snd the young minister had more Incentive to mike this lend
hiv own. But he 4id Tind cause to make many trips - alne iu ull -
brek to Tngland, one of them, im which he journeyed further nflicld,
leating Tor slmost four yenrs. Lung now took a very active pard
in the affairg of the colony. 7He did not 1imit his work %o the
church but was intorested in all the wany sspects of a now and
growing settlement. This thesis in concerned particularly with
itig very important wurk ia oducation, but thet wes only oms avenue

for his energy.

14 Mistorieal Records, Series I, Vol. 11, p.346



DOEISRATLON

Lang di¢ s noble yet jractical work for fustralia through
hig efforts tuwards immigration. He claimed thet ihc Coveramend
wag not toking suificlent care im its cholee of ree asbilers,
and he urged thud gome delinlte policy ke udopteds He supgesbed
that "the classes of persons of whom the col&ny ia gonerally
supposad to stand swet in nsed ... are mechnnice aud agriculbursl
labourers.” 15 fis wanbed some achome of finance sdopted wherveby
the skilled worker would resay his possage money “withim a cerbain

16

poriod after big arriwal In the ferritory” and Lo which the
agricultural labourar wuuld be given free pesesge, for the country
would bepefit "from the certsin inereage of the colenial revonue
which would immediately ensus, uud {rom the gmacral imgrovemoud
of the colony im a great veriety of respects.” 17 me fovoured

a grant of land proportionate to passage momey paid, the whole

%o be Tinanced Trum the male of Urown lands.

These .rinciples are vory sound, and ws Lang himself
proved, were very practical. Je had in 1831 brought out » ship-
loud of Seotch mecuinics 5o kelpy build his Australian College,
and the venture w:a highly succeesful. The prinel: los which
tLang urged were in the main sccepted and =dopted by the Uritish
Covernmont, and Lang would ne doubb have beon honoured ue - gieat
bensfuctor to hig counbry for his work in lmmigrstion, but his
snthusicem lad him into Indiscrotions.

RFollowing his succegsful veniure with tho Nsotch mechonien

in 1831, u venture which received very f.voursble somment in %he

Imigration 1533 - Lang




press of the paried, he brought from “mpland im 1337 o group of

250 German vinsdresscrc under engugoment $o his brodher wndrew.

iufortunately for Dr. Leng, the ship culled in at Mio asd tio
loa2l people were able o olfer such inducsments 40 the emiyrants
that ol11 decided io stoy. The Doctor retaimed sniy u group of
German missionsries who later were estzblished i an sborisinel
migsion at Nundali,; asar Brisbane, ia 1838. .

Yothing duunted; Lung nexi tried to creaie u colony of
cotton growsrs at “oreton Bay in 1348,9. 1t was iz this venture
sarticularly thot bo ran foul of officinldom. UTiu suggestions
rogarding the sslection of sultaeble Deotch imelgrunis wsre aod
agcavted by the Uzigration Gomlsslonsrsg in Tugloud, and so
fLong with characteriatic impatisnes went aheod withoud thalr
sanetion. He obtulned o verbul cesurance ol Covapument hely ia
grants of lund, but this was later withdrewn. Iang was instru-
mentol in geading off three shiss to Toreton BSay, and three Lo
oyt Phillip, but ihe comsejueri confusion bebwesn seitlers,
Goverament asthorities and Lung waa unfortunute. Lang must take
the great share of blame for this confusion, ut it is uadoubled
that the Covernaeat authoritiss were hard to meve. Lang's on-
thusiagn, his fondueas for his cwn schemes, his impaticnee with
those who did not agree with him, made it bard for him to adapt
himgelf.

This particular venture, leading ss it did 4o a vote of
censura by the Legislative Couwcll, throws light on Lang's ehorschor.
Lang vas a mun of ficrce enthusiusms. Ie could uot brook opposi-~

tion to his dezires; and whilec his genersl ail=mg zad idenls wors
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high, there were times when his wory zeal led hiwm inio imdig-
crations. FHe wus inclined o be fierce in hieg utfocks, to 1
led oo fast by the rightoeousuess of his cauwse. o powar of
opposition, Govermmental ov otherwiss, could daflect hin from
hia purpose. ind even when sbanlutsly dzfentad, aa in thie
“orcton Bay epimaode, he would not btow his hesd in defeat.
LOLATIL &y ACFANLY

Lang L 4 = full curcer in his own chureh, bub bhe {ound 4ime

0 cvam in asversl other eareses. “hen in 1842 ihe Yew Constitu-
tion mude provizlon for the eleetlion of 24 mamberste the Legis~
lative Council. Lung, after a vigorosus cempuiga, was slected wg
momber for Port “hillive He 2uid of this departurs from esh b-
lished pructice thet

"In the general priusiple involved in suchk @
proposal ~ that of wminlstera of relizion beiuz
members of politlesl asseowblies ~ I confaas AT
strongly opposed; but thers wore circumgtaiecss ab
the period ln uosilon which appeared to jusktily
an excephtion ia my own fovour ia that ga~ticu1mr
case, slihough thers had beon no lnetance ol o
¢lorical mombar of sn elective legisloture in fhe
provious history of British colsuization.” 13

Lang led the Pight for the seaparstion of Vieburin, snd whea the
effort wea defentod in the Usuncil, sent home fo il Juoon & long
petition from the Port Phillip rosldents which goined the deaired
Treadon, thowst there was aons delay in its sxsecilon. e wag ulso
the lewding figure in the fight Tor Jucensiland indoscendenee, wnd
showed & vision and etatosmenshly compsratively rore In jusiralion
pulitica of the §imc.

TR

18 J.u. Leng, Fhillipglend, p.363
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Lang resigned his Port Phillip gsest im 1847 but ves slectod
a member for 3ydacy in 1350 und ugain in 1851,

'From August 1854 to Pebyusry 1856 he reproscnted
the county of 3tenly (“orotcs ioy)s The Constitution
Act which was presed in 1853 nnd ratified by the
Imperial Parlisment in 1855, contained & clousy ex-
c¢luding frow Parliamont all miunisters o relizion.
This clause hud been englusered by Lang's political
sinemies, in order to exclude him fron memberahipy and
when strictly responsivle soverament wog insupurated
in 1856, Lang had no seut. The following yuar, howe
ever, this obuoxious clouss wus ropsaled, snd Prom
1859 uutil 1869 Lang wns sgein o wmembor of the fouse
ap a repregontotive of West fHydnay.” 19

Ho intsrested himeelf in puilic effzirs of 211 kinds snd wig
iandefatigabls in his work to boost his adopted country. ‘le
srought the kind of paaslon to sublic ~fairs th:t most of the

aen cround him reserved for f$ho svursuif of their .rivete ends.”2)

The vigour of Lang's uitacks on what he thoushi ves wrong 5
and the indiscretions into which hls zesl lsd bhim,fro uently cauged
conflicts with thoe more influentizl scetion of ihe CHMRLEYe
iLang apperenily enjoyed thess eoufliects and in 1535 provided him-
#elf with a very powerful wenpon. In that vecy hs establiched

hig own newspuper, "The Colonist.” e elaimed ihat ounly in this

P

way could ke huve the privilege of gieaking in his cwa behulf

‘for constituted ug &ie coloniul pregs v o been $ill
vary lutely, and enguged zg I huve veen, la updertokings
wirich hove nppenred to me to o connocted with Hhe o
vancemont of the public welfure, I have offan bLoen obe
liged to it silent while =y churscher wes Lruduend,

aud my motives =nd actliouns migrepreseated by the press,
without beins permitied to gay 2 single word Por myaslf
in any way.”

S

19 Tait, Joha Duamore Lund. .33
20 Vaace Pulmor, Matiows? rortraits - pef1
21 J.D. Lang, History of il i :
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He claimed thai (he now cslony needed o'roslly indepondent
Journal whoge columus should exhibit someihing very different Trom
the wapld imamity of the exietiay colonisl jousrnals,
terporising policy of smeiher, the ignorance and »{frousery of
@ third, end the looge moralily wnd rampunt inidsliiy of a
fourth.” 22 yig cluime thot he hud been badly #rested in tho past
by the press on all occaslons urse not borne out by the fucts, bub
with such 2n editorial to zéart hig owa paper it is uo wonder at
all that his future work was somslimes scathingly eriticised.

This paper, The Colonist, rux from 1835 %o 1340, and was
Pollowad by 3he Coloniul Jbsorver, 1841-1845, wsnd, The Press

1851-1852. “hrough the puges ol those Jjourauls I

1; gk forth

B

nis viewa on tho important walters of the day, often in sueh

vifriolic terma thet they led to livel setlonse s attacksd

vice wherever his thought he sy 4% zmil his wetheds knse oo helf

measurets. “Wo like to see Lhe madicing we siminis:

r hoking

efifnete And when we do iluflict the chestliseomeut o7 the laoh on
any delinggent we 1ike to see it Lring the bHload ab eveory siroke. 23
e elaimed thai his paper wos ts rapord religlous proceedings
and important eveabs, snd thot ii would not be a puper to pub-
licire the luvrid #ales of vice Lhst wdorned gsome popers, In gon~
ersl he kept %o this proposal but his own writinge wers somsiineg

fiercas and cubting; eirunge indesd for o mon of his profeusion.

22 Tho Colonigt, 1 Junuary, 1835, firvst issue.
23 TIbid., 17 Harch, 1833.
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CHURCH ATFALIS
With a man of such definife views and outspokun habits in
commond, it would bs sirange indsed if the history of his church
wore not rether stormy. Lang®s difficulties with Goversor Brisbsne
Lkave boon mentionad earlisr, bul these were overcoms and the Scob®s
Church wus opened on July 16%h,. 1826, Lang had besn groated a
stipend of £300 a year by the Covarmmont on orderz from “nglond.
In 1830 and again in 1836 Dr. fomg had succcodod in bringing out
from leotland several wministers who wore to help him in his work.
He had the opportuniliy of placing them in the escuntiry where he
thought best, und of authorising the Htate to nay them & stipond.
Yhon 3.r Richard Bourke gent his fomousg Jespatch on churches
and schools to Lord 8tanley in 1833 he said,
"The mombers of the church of Scotland are swmongst
he wost rospectable of the inhebitants, ond are to be
found, with fower excoptions, in the class of frae ami-

graytoe =~~ Tor sdminisbering the offices of Religion
=ww of the Chureh of Scotland, four paid miaisters; the

whole churge on the Pukllic tressury for the Uhurch of
Scotland, (for the next yesar) is 600 (.Y 24

Bourke hed recosmondad thui the fSoverwwent should help the various
denominationg with monetary aid in thelr building pluns and with
stipends to their clergy. Long udmitted thek this was “an ex~
pedient of cven~handed politiesnl justice™ but said it was "ambi-
seriptural, latitudinerion, and ialidel in its churactor, and
could not fail to be ultimately und extensively derwralizisg in

its tendency und oifects.” 29

24 sir Richard Bourke's Usapatch $o Lord sbanley,
Irenseripte of Misgine Despatches, 1833-1838. “itehell
Library

25 J.D. Lang, Hisbory of How Soukh Faless pe415
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However, he "was not unwilling to give 1 a fair frial.”
(1b1d).

" In 1837 Lang vas instrumestal in setiing up e Symod of
Wew South Wales with absolubec power over its manbers, but in
1840 this Church Court was declared to be "in commsction with
the established Chureh of Scotlaend.” Lang sot off for England
again in 1839, his £ifth visit in 17 years. Iv himself claims he
mnde these visits to build up tho church, but soms of his con-
gregation began to complains The consequent altercation ha(*iz'
mch to do with Lang being "led to look mors attentively «.. at
the prineiple of the Gensral Church Aet,"zs and on the 6th
February 1842, having already led his congregation to break
all connection with the Stato, he "publicly renounced all eon-
nection with the State, and the State Churehes of the eolomy as
a minister of re}.igion”zé- Be suggests in hisg History that the
breach camo before his congregatién decided o follow tho same
prineiple, tut the facts of time suggest otherwiso.

That same year the Synod which he hai left, (not without
$elling it of its insufficioncios, of course), wus led to depose
Lang from the minlstry, and the decision was forwerded io Secotland
where it was confirmed by the Presbytery of Irvine. Lang claimed
that this was “an aet of the shoerest folly and infatuation, ag

it was simply 'ulira vires*, or beyond their pcmrex's."z"r

26 J.B.Lang 5 it 5 «439
5 ’?‘dcmmuezmmm pe439



He characteristically determined to {ight for Lis rights, but it
wos sot $111 1361 that he attended a meoting of the Presbytory of
Irvine in Scotlound. The ‘resbyteory and the Senoral Spaembly bhoth
did their best to ignore him but ILang woub $0 the Civil Courd and
woyw his right to srosscutes for redroza. Tho Church auwbhoriiics
ropidly relented smd Long came back to Sydney in friwmph, reia-
ptated and fully accreditod.

Lomg carried om his Dighl apalnat State support of the
clergy uatll it was finslly reoncunced by the ¥.o. . turiiament
in 1362, This nct openod tho way for a union of bhe four distinct
sections ol Frasbyteriave in dhe colony, a happenlag lony desired
by muny of the adherents. In 1565 the United Chursh of Presbyter~
ians was fomed, and Dre Lang*s work for his e¢hurch wue gulie
dessrvedly recopnizad by the avard of the Wodersiorship of the

Ceveral Assembly Ln 1373, his Yinlstorlal Jubilee Tear.

Dre Lang repigacd from Pfarlioment in 1869 end spont Lhe
renpining yoars of his 1life in comparative qulel. A Lhis period
of his 1ife it wog sald of him, “"To oit beside Bim, so cclm and
pleagant, listening to hiz flow of words, [ could hardly reallse
thed I was with the man whose valiee could stlr tho orowd s vhose
pan made governors and giatesmen writhe with vexation, and whoao
activiby and emergy in the pursail of = politioni and moral objcch

28

goomad $o be bireleas.”

28 Bowwiek - An Dehosane
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Lang hes quite aptly becn enlled by & sucesssor ia ths Scots?
Uhurch, Uydney - "Plghter for itho Right.” ¥He was this at all
timen. His fighting knew but one mskhod - atteck heavily.

Thore 1a little Tinesse inm hlsg werfarc. Ho wag Imoablent of
thoos who would hiat ot e vrong and gloss over it. Laug belisved
that whisre svil existed it should be atiacked. And if!:ﬁ@u&ﬁ;e:ﬂl};f
thore was muchk 1s the public ~ffairs and even in the lives of
public non of ths time tiact vurremted attack. Dot ofben he was
led oway by hia swn growlng indignation fo use terms and Iilus~
trations more isdicative of o crusader thum of o priest.

Fith such nn atiitude, snd with po muny avils in the esumiry
it iz oot surprisiag thst lang male nmeny eanonica. Dabt his
gentloness in dealing with the unfortuasies of ' ¢ made him
groeatly resvected and loved by the psople of Sydncy. Om ai
least two occasions when Lang heg beon brought bafsre a lourd for
kis cutspoken whatemonts, public subseripiion at the rote of 1/-
& person relsed 2100 or wore o puy the fine or costs ia o fow
haurg and it mugd hove chrerad him greatly whem, in prison for
months for a 1libel, he was nominated cs a member of Parliament
ané returned st the top of Lthe poll.

Lang had wany statesman-like views conceruing ke dsvslop~
ment of his adogted country, buet khey did mot sleays coingide

%3

with the views of Joverament cr of those who wore benefiting co
manicifontly from the stabtve quol Lang's sdvocscy of thoce thimgs

whitich would be 'ur &t he benefit of ‘ustralin olben olfoended poverful
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intoregts, bui that did aot dotor him in the aliéh&@a&. His
democratic viewpolal was nst vory popular with thoso who slready
hed the power they rolished. But he believed pucsionatoly in
‘vetraliats fuburs and probatly by his extensive travels, koew
more chout it thom any contompurary.

However, lang's activitiss would havs been more effective
had he possepeed the atility to work Lostier with oihers. Too
often, as a "fighier for the righl,” he interpreted *Right' to
be the views of J.De Lang. e was vory apt tg conatrue opposition
to his achemos 28 a personsl insult, =nd to wax vindietive. Ths
axperiment to brins settlers Lo Yorslon Bay is & casc in polnt.
With bettor hondling be could have co~vpurated wilth $he Goverwmend
anbleoritios snd received tholr Dlesalug rather then ¢ vote of
cgusure. Yore important to Australia and to nle sebllers; sueh
co-operation would liave meant s wueh belter start iu the aew
couniry for these seitlers, in that iand way well have beon gronbed
than. The setilers siill declarsd of Lomg "thelr wihealtodling con-
fidence 28 on individual" but thet wes not owoush Lo make the schome
sucesssful, MHis “bull=at-thew-gutoe” attitude was detcrmincduess
garvied to an oxtrome.

He did not mellow serticularly with age. In July ol 18Y6
ke wrote a memorial %o the Goueral /Assembly of the iresbyierian
Church protesting vigorously szminst its zetion In sllowlag the
*hillip 5t. Church to be tuken ovar by the ofiicers of 5te. Stephons
&t 8 nomimal cost. Io claimed that action was ual wful snd was

not an “amalgauetion;" as claimod by the sssembly, but woe a "Sule.”
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"The proceeds,” he said, “should be *hunded to ithe Presbyiery
to be aporopriated for the erection of other Presbytorian Churches
which are greatly nceded in tho destitute localities of the ¢idy.*” 29
Lang was = true son of his Church, and did all he eould
to build it up. He Imporéad ministers, and bulld churchss.
A8 late ag 1875 he appealed to mewbers and friends of the Fres-
byterian Chureh im Sydaey for 200 to pay off thair debt on the
wangs of Liverporol. e hod oblalned a winleler, bet ihe mense was
in debd, and ho appealed thal the awount of his debl be sub-
seribed.
On 8th August, 1378, Dr. iang died by a stroko of

apoplexy.

ooy

29 Dre Lang - An Avpreciation.

s



EDUCATION X AUSTRALIA 1783-1523

At the time when plans were bolag made in ¥nglond con-
cerning the new colony to be establlshed in ‘fustralia thore did
a0t exiat in the Hother Country any systom of public educ.tion.
Tue gehoole thuat did operate hiand Leen set up vy worisus religioue
bodivsy or by vhilanthropic groups, or by privais individualg for
profit. I 1is therefore met surprisiug thet the cnlouizetion
scheme did not iluclude any proviaion for the sducnbion of the
voungs In fact it ves only on ihe recommandation of Willism
Wilberfores, of anii-slavary fwag, that the esbablisiwmont in-
cluded o chapluin, im the person of ths “ev. Ricghard Johmson.
it was alsoc by the influsnes of Uilberforce thei Covernor Phillip
wias inotructed (o regerve two bundred scrveg of Juwd ia or asuy
§

Ty

evory town for the support of o sehoolmeater. his inatruction
wag vepented to Jovernors Humber sud meguaris bul wus never
fully carried nuie

Thus edueation in Auskralin waz on the sane ooting 28 in
vaglondy Tov it depended om Lhke imiilailve of private individuals
gy groups, end not on Covermmené cucouragement. The Lirsl school

in fustrella was sot up by the chupluing Reve Sichard Joinson,

1 Historical Records of Mew S . Yol.9, Part 2, pe259
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and was opened on the 10th Pebrusry, 1793. Bul he head organised
sons seaching prior to thie, for in 1792 he spplicd to the Soc~
ioty for the Propagution of the Gogspel in Toreigw pards [or help
in $he supvort ol two womon who were tsaching some of the childrsn
in their own hubls. He was slliowsd 2 grawt of £10 such. The now
sehool was Pirsl taught by Stsphen Bornes, ths Cheploin'e clerk,
but from “Tichaslane, 1793, the work was taken over by “1lliiam
Bichardson, or perhaps by his wife, o furmer sehool misiress wio

hud heon & carwiehz

Another @m 11 sehool wea carried on by Williem Usbstor,

bud on tho deoth of his witae, eusitor w.s dignissed beeuuse

dcing, (ha) vas lud to trect his

b

"wolang too much addicked to dr
geholars foo sevarsly.” 3 Ry 1997 the ausber o7 sehools had
growa o eix, of vhich three wsre im Sydner. They were subs idiged

by the Soclety for the Propuagasion ol &he Goapel, sad ka fuct

o &

his oociety contimued to help support the schosls ant il 1830.
The Rev. Johnsow worksd very hard for educubtion. he had
in 1798 united

“geveral smpll achools indo sne, the throe mustery to in-
struet the ehildren admitted into 1tese.o dbout 150
children collectad and the church sppropricted on veek days
for that purpose. But Gho & cheme was very 40on frug=-
trated by sume evil minded person setiimg Taraz o the
puildinge (1 October 1793) In conseguencs of vhick
the Govarasor lenl tho Courd House bub oy tho [regusncy
of holding Courta thii wus Tound ilanconvonisut.” 5

YeGuanne, Early Senool Saye (guwobed in Jumth, Yay 11, 1919)
Higtoricu) Records of iigw South Waleg. Vol.3, p.134
Bonwick Trapgeripis - 'isslonary, Vol.1. pp. 4344
Letter {rom Johnson to 5.P.G Bonwick Fyanscripta,

Valdg 1)01‘%6.

e N
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However, the arson could not be charged to the shildren, twb to
ihe pdult populabion, probably bscuuze of Governor Hunter's ordoer
%o compel a belbor stbondones 2% diviane gervicc.

The Rev. Hichord Jobnson wﬁs enxious to obbula wore Loachars
Trom Tngland, but the Government wag not laterssted, szod the ia-
ducencintas wers so meagre thot there was ne iscentivs for free
persons to onigrals ss teachersn. Ivem Wilberforce, writing to
the Homo Sacretary in 1792 anidy I wish you would send out » fow
pargong with amell salaries to fuks on them she office of school-
wagbors in New douth ¥sles. I© suy smoll ealaries, bocavse if you
wore to fix lavge ones impropsr persoss would necopt iihe pit-

w6

uat Longe The Govermsent, gerhaps because of spprehensions
ro the fitness %o Leach, did ust appoint say teechsers of all,
But help csmo to Angtrallies education frow amsihor
phitanthrople scurce. Wissionaries from the London “iasionary
Socisty, (Fformed in 1795) had sot sut to eslaeblish = miasion in
Tuhiti, but the work there provad hoth difficuly und dangerous,
aud ia 1797 a group of thews missionsriaes srrived thoenes ia
Sydasy. They were advised by their heedquarters So use bhsir

afforbs in the sdoestion asd rsliglouws instruction of childreng7

and secordiagly ab lsast two schoola were esbublished by them.

6 Aigtorigal Records, Volsl, Part 2, p.&34
T Historical Hecords of Hey South Wales, Vel.3, p.731
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The two chaplaivs (the Reve Sarmuel Harsden had bees
apoointed 23 vasistont to Rev. fohugon in 1795) had long wanbed
some ¢ofinite Sovermmoent help in the ssbablishewent of schools,
bat though Governor Muster had wrged it wm Ghe Gove suthoritiecs
notbing had been donce Wilberiorcs had stressed ia 1794 the valua
af the Governmrment, "even pecunlary vdvanboge” 8 of estublishing
gehoola, but it was not until ihe advent of Governor Wing in 1800
thot any direct action was tnkon. Tven then King soted on hle
ovt initiative aud not with Toverumout direction. "hem in charge
50 Worfolk Island ¥ing had besn intorasted emecuzh in cdiuneation
o oestablish a coupls of schoola there. 7 in 1300 whilo waliting
in Sydney to tuke over hls new cowmand as Governor, Kiag was
ovidently moking plans re oducatlow, for the Rev. Johason,
writing home on Jpril 29, 1800, says of him, "Ime of {he Tirst
meagures he meuns o adopt is o ssiablish au Orphuen Sthool upon
& permuxent and public foundation.” 10 and ie = lebior 4o the
Duke of Portlanmd in July 1800, Xing seid that he “had it in ocon-
templation to raise a fuad from the ontriss and cleamrancsy of ships

and on duby ou laading artielag for s.ale".,n

to esiaviish s school
for the children of the colony, the majority ol whom ware “aban-

doned o every kind of wretchodassa 2nd vics.” 12

8 Historiesl Lo g of Hew South Walam, Vol.2, p.252
9 wmﬂm pGiiots. B.T. Box 43, p.43-44

10 Ibide. p. IT1

i1 MQEMBL nogords of Now liouth Usles, Vol.4, p.i13
12 Ibid.. p.113
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hs soon ag he beeame Govornor, Jetober 1, 1850, King :;mii*-—
chased a fine brick residemec Trom Captein Kent, sod souvertsd it

into an Asylum for Orphan Girls. 1% was opensd in August 1301
with an enrelment of 31 girls belween T aud 14 yuars of .ga, ‘TT‘
ware goon “In the greatesti ordsyr, lensting on sxwellent sort af‘
pork and plumb pnt}diu"’.13 The girle were vietualled from the
fovermuent shores, and the school supportad from the funds raissd
from this fired justralian Customs duty. Tho eurolment graduslly
iverensed, and ovidently soon reached lis maximum, which must
have boon far beolow the ceiimubed one hundmd;mfor the ersction

of another buildiaz to mske the tobsl capecity ons huudred cnd
four, was reported in 1803 by Covernor EKing. This school cowld
o dui 1ittle toward the educabtion of the young hecmvas ol ibs
1imited size and the great number of destitute ehildren. {King
wrots in 1890 thai out of alne hundred and Cifty-cight children,
theae hundred asd ainsby-eight wops dostitute.)! Sui at loest
it wes an abbemph, snd the establishment of such an imstitubion
by the Govermmoub, even though an | rivate initistive, was & hope~
ful sign.

Governor King continusd kis imtercst im educst.on, und
during his regime several gmdl ) scihools were set us. Most of
the wchool masters wore viciualled from the Covernment stores,
but the first record of tevchars being puld by the Govermment

iz in tho sotimates for 10509, shsn iwo schoolmustors cach re-

13 Uiskorical Records of New South Wyleg, Vol.4, p.447
14 Mbﬁ v01a4, 90336

15 Ibid., Yol.4, p.135
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caived 260 por &m’am.w The Govermment's attitude to educasion
uow chonged to the extent thut 1% was willing to srové sslaries
to 8 number of schoolmasters, und said that “no ressonabls ox~
pansa which may be carefully applied to obtalnm and sccure Lhem
ought to bo sparad." T Dut the saleries auggeshod wore eo low
that the Rev. Samusl Yarsden, who ia 1808 was seowring “ngland
Tor achoolmasiers, wrote that "The salary was oo smull for any
propar person to acceut ii. 18 Yarsden did succesd in obbain-
iny two men, one of whom was Tr. Willism Hoekiag. This man, the
Tirst qualified teacher to come tu Ausiralim, took chisrge of &he
Fomzle Orphan School, remaining there t111 1318.

Under the brisk direction of CGovernor Macuuarie, Augtralian
aducation moved steadily forward. ‘Bequariec ostablished saeveral
govermaont achoole, supporting the teushers from the public funds.
‘o "exhorts all who live in townships to enter cheorfully and
liber=1ly into o subseription for erecting schoolbouses withis
their recpective districts,” and ha offers a goveranent "donntion
of £25 towards the erection of & school house in sach %ownship.” 19
But the greatest difficulty was to provide suitable toachers, and
in sever:l despatches the Governor asked that additionel schoolw

masters bo seat oub 4o the colony. 20

16 Historicol Records i jugtralis, Series 1, Vol.7, p.78
17 _E’_’-iﬂg Vol.?s 3)&35"

18 Mitohell Library, itnwseriots. A859, p.194

19 Higtorlesl liegords of mstralim, Vol.7, p.531
20 ;Eidug ¥ .73 90441
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in the absgence of walifisd teschers, runy of the celonisia
woare forceed to enbrust the aducstion of their children to con-
victa. Since by cdueatior it was hoped to promote lew and ordsr,
and improve the morulg of the rising gsneration, it iu anomalous
that this education should over bn in the hunds of conviets. Dut
Lecauss of the scarcity of quelifisd teachora, ths practice of
using couvicts was recognised by the Government, fhough "great
doubtas may be outertained at the propriety of the practice of
placing such voreons in these a&;ﬁm:%i,om.“m n 1819, Jumes
Brodley, o convie? siill wader genbence, writiag 4o =u old pupil
sontioned that i was tenching fhe ehildren of {he Haszall,
Ghelley and takes fomilicg, and raceiving £30 p.s. for his services. 22
Ard Dre Vallorasn, whosge school in the 1820%'e was supported by meny
of ths leadiag citizens of the colony, was enothoer of the conviet
band who was allowed to infliussee the morals of ihe younge

In 1820 the Reve Thomus foddall, who had bsenm trainsd ue a
Leachor under Dre Bell'as National System in Bnpland; come out as
agaistant chaplain and temporary schoolmaster in Wew Jouth Waleas.
Hp introduced Dv. Bell’s momitoriul system in the Yele Lrphan
School (which hud been recenily esiublished in the bulldings pro-
viously used as a Female Orphan Sehool) and wanted to train beach-
ara to sprecd the system to the othor schools of the colouye
Loter Neddell sstablished s school of his own Jush oubside the city
whers he received the children of many o ths better class clbtizens

Including Joversor Macguarie's oo,

21 Higtorienl Records of Jusiralla. voz.,m zx?89

22 Haazsoll Correspondencn, fiigh
?01N3§, PP= 673'6?60
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It wao about this %ime that Commissioner Bigge; und his
suorctary, Yre T.H. Geolt, were In Australia ;i.xt@irmg into every

phase of Governor “zequarie's adninictration. 3Bigpe hag some

interosting thinze to say of the educotion of ths time and the

zttituds of the colonishis towerd ite He elaimed, for instance,
that the school of the ex-convict, Dr. Helloran, was preflerred
by “the primeisal inhebitants o Sydneye"®S to that of the Rove
Thomas Beddall, the aducational exvert. He slso estlmabed thatd
in 1820 ons ¢hild in nix reccivad some kind of clemontary edu-
24

eat Lotie

¢otionnl gysbonm

Mo doubt thsre are many reasons why tho of
in Wow South ¥ales lagged behind tue nceda of 4he colony.
Parsimoay was probably the wmogt serious obstucle o the cstabe
iishueni o well etuffed schosls. Bub with this wuet be lisked
the sectarian differeuces thai bhiadered conceried clforts for
sducetion, In 1810 the Neve Versden, writing io hiz patrow
¥ilbarforee, says with obvious pride-- "Romen Dubhollcs, Jews
ond persong of =il pevsuasions sawd their children o the publle
gchools vhors they ore all insirneted in the principles of our
ertabliched religions"2?

in spite of the obvicue defects of the cduestlonmul wurk
geveral olaims were made taut tho aystem was gatislaclory for ke
nceds.  In 1810 Yarsden wrote = "I om happy however, to laform you
that through kind iaterests in "uglaund tho risisg penoratlon are

now iiksly to be tuken eare ofy we have got {herue good gchools

23 Bigge's Popork. Vol.1, p.104
24 Ibid., Yol.3, pe314 ,
25 Uidchell Librery H5S. 518677, Vol.2, p.20
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now established, onc at each of the prineip:l setiloments for

fhe educatlion of ths children, awi { am now Torming morne In u
ghort tine I hops to ses 2 school in overy disirict ond most of
the achools are tuught by plous men.” 26 And im 10524, ventworth
gald that evoryone in Hew “outh 'ales, howevsr poor, could give
hiw children "a good plain educations that igy io have them taught
reading, writing and the clemonts of arithamtic. Yor this purpoas
public masters, vho receive stipuisted salaries Prom the nolice
fund, are distributed through the various distriedts, and keep

day aehoais.“z? The Goverasent in 1027 claimed that it hud msde
all the provislons mecessary for '‘he educabtion of youth - “"His

s jesty's Governmnent huving made such provision as it has com~
cidered nscessary for the Hduesiion of youth in ths Galony.”'zs
Thess views would appear {o be written from the sugle of an ad-
vertiser rather than {hat of en hisborinu.

The sorrect picture of jsusbralian educstion aboul the time
ot Pre Long'e arrival in the country (May, 182%} ia probubly
that given by Governor Brigbans in a despedch deted 18 August,
1324, when he iw coucernad with "The languishing cfote of edu-
gation in the 801any-“29
Or porhaps by the Rove Roddall who in o report writien Tor iAreh-
descon Seott sayn that - "Wy vieits (o public sehsels) were very

discouraging and distroscing to wy ffmlings."m

26 nigcholl, Library M3, A1677, Vol.2, p.27

27 W.C. Wentworth, Ngw louth Wales, (1824) Vol.i, p.356

20 Historial Records of iuetralia, Sories 1, Vol.13, p.72

29 Governorts Digpatchas, wm_& oct. 1024

30 uoted lu Smith*s “A Irief History of fduestion in
Augtralia”, P'37
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Archdeacon Gcott adds his view, writtem in November, 1825, that
"the achools throughout the district (Hawkeabury Valley) have beon
ill provided with masters sznd books, "3t At that time tlr re were
only twelve Public Schools in the Colony, apart from the two
Irphan fchools snd the Aborigianl lchool estotlished by Goversor
Kinge The only othor schools of the peried wore the small private
sehools where a eurriculum of grommar, reading, wiiting and simple
nceounts vas generally offored. Ueniworth cluimed of thom that
"for the board and educaticwn, or for the edusation alonc, of the
¢hildroen of opuleat pareuts, there are gevaral very good private
goninariss in Sydasy, and othar ports of the calmxy;’:‘}g buh the
short span of 1ifs cnjoyed by mowt of them does wed particuiarly
recommond thair quality.

It was thisc picture of oducution thot grested Dr. Lang whon

he arrived in bthe colony im 1823.

31 Goveranor®s ﬁiﬁpdtﬁhﬁﬁg Juoted in Smith's jjigkory of
Zdueation in &ﬁ ;g;,&e p-33'

32 ¥.C. Ventworth, I g %i‘_ British
Zetblements in 2 ae B8s  p.361



SHAPTER II1

THE CHURCH AND SCHOOL CORPORATIOH 1826-1833

One of the first ocemsions of Dr. Lang's public interest
in education was the establishment of the Church and Schosls
Corporation, His interest in this body was liukad %0 a largo degree
with his own efforts to estatlish « college in Sydnoy, but his
objectionas to the Corporation wers rmade characteristicnlly enough
and had such Par-resching rosults to make the subjoct Important
to this study.

The Church and School Corporation had its root in the
vigit to New South "ales by Commissioner Bigge =nd his secretary,
¥re T.H. Scott, in 1819-21., r. Scott had pleuty of opportunity
to investigute the educukional facilities of the colony, snd some
little tine after his return to.ﬂngland he drew up a very
elaborate scheme {or an educational system in Hmy South ":les.
"r. Scott had meantime become au clergymsn of the Chureh of “ngland
and this, coupled with his political connectlions, sxplains why
in his educational scheme, he plounned for control to be in the
hands of the Anglican Church. ™Mr. Scoti®e scheme planned for
primary schools in ench .arish, elemontary techulcal schools, a
school of the Grammar type when noeosgary, and envisaged the
wltimate establishment of a University. The Govermment in Sngland
dacided to adopt n modified vorsion of Scotts'schems and alse
decided to ask . Scott to accopt the post of ‘rchdescon of

Sydney (at a salary of £2,000) in order o put the scheme into
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oparation. 3cott accepted the offer and arrived im Sydney
oa 9th Yay, 1825.

Revenues of the Corporation were to come frim the land
which it was directed should te vested im it. This land was to
include ali the church glebe lunds and other lands alrezdiy set
apart for the maintenance of asduention, plus "in each and every
Eounty, hundred, etc.," into which the colony mizht be divided
a tract of land "comprising one seveath part in extent and value

of vll the lands ian sach und evary such coumty.”i

The revenucs
from these sources were to be divided into two equal sactions,
one for an “Improvement and Building account,” the othoer for the
“Clergy and School account.” And of this latier sccount, two
sovenths were"for the support of Schools and Schoolmasters,

aad as to the remaining five equul seventh purts, to the Lupport
and Maintenance of theAclergy-“a Sontrol of the aectivities of
the Gorporation and of its revenues was in ihe hands of the
trustees, 2 group including the mnin Government officials of the
(slony, the members of the Legislative Council, ond the niae
Senior Chaplains of the Church of Tuglande The schools were to
e “subject to the Order, Direction, and Sujeristendence, and
Jontrol of tho clergyman or Minister of the Church of “nglande..
velonging to the rarish in which the school is situateds” The

frchdeacon was to be Visitor of #11 the schouls, and was to huve

the power of supolnting or removing Schoolmaatersms

1 Imstructions to Governor, 17 July, 1825, quotsd in
Burton “Religion and Tduecation.”

€ Act of loorge IV setiing up Corporation, uoted Burion.

3 et of George IV re Corporation, Articlo XXX.
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The introduction of a system of education 2z co-ordinated
as this would obviously have many advantzges to the colony, but
e Heott had been working on the assumption that the Church must
be in control of educuilon. iIn hisz original propoeals he said,
"Intimately connected us educatisn is with the Church ¥stablish-
ment I set out with the primciple thut they are to be united, und
that the affairs of both are to bs administersd by the sume body

of trustoes. nd

For this view he had the support of "arl Bathurst's
criginal instructions to Commis:ioner Bigge who had been told,

“"You will also turn your attentlon to the possibility of diffusing
throughout the vhole colony adejuate means of education and
roligious instruction, bearing @lwaye in mind in your suggestions
that these two branches ought in cll cases to be insopurably
connected.“5 The principls may have been acceptable in GHngland

at the time, but in the new coloany, where the s pirit of the ‘
peopls, because of their very environment, was go different, and
where it was now proposed to maks this Church control a Govermment
gsupported perpetual arrangement, it is not suprising th:t there
ghouid be opposition to ithe lden. Ur. Scott arrived in sustralia
in ¥ay 1825, with a copy of the Churter in his possession, and at
once proceeded to take over ths responsibilitlies of his new position,
but unfortunately the Governor had not yet received the official

document and the new Archdeacon got off to a bad stori. It was

not until March 1826 thot the new Corporation was sfficially gazettad.6

4 Tnclosed with Govermor's Dispatches /53, Mitchell Library,
30 ¥arch, 1824,
5

ns to Commissioner Bigge in letter dated
6 Sydney Governmment Gazette - 15 March, 1826

¥
6 January, 1819
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Dr. Lang had been in “ngland from 1824 recruiting Fres-
byterian ministors and even succeeding in gaining fimancial support
from the Government for himself and the said ministers. He arrived
back in Sydney in January, 1826, and it ie not surprising that he
should hear immediately of the new cducational scheme ond its
exclusive control in the Church of ¥ngland. Nor is it surprising
that on hearing this nows he should be really indizaauis. He eays,
"I was utterly astounded, in common with most of
the colonigts, at the promulgation of a Royal Chattor,
appointing a Church and Schosl Zorporation for the
religious instruction of tho people, and for the geco-
eral education of the youth of the colony, ou the
principles of #eChurch of Tagland exelusively; znd
allotting a seventh of the whole territory, for that
purpose, %o the Tplscopalian clergy, with free aecess,
iv the meantims, to the cclonial treasure cheat.” 7
Dr. Lang had very fresh in his mind the slight given the Pres-
byterians by Governor Brisbune on the occasion of their applica-
tion for help in tuilding a chureh. Dut fresher yet wus tho
triumph he had gained in the robuke thut came from Tngland to
the Governor for his tactlessness. The success of his trip o
Tugland in gaining Government {insncial help for the Presbyterian
ministry only helped to stress the exclusiveness of this new
edueational coatrol. He expressed it as "so wanton an insulte..
to the common sense of the whole commuuity.“a Althouzh there

wore many colonists who would agree with Judge Burton that the

establ ishment of the Corporation afforded "a gretifying instunce

7 J.D. Lang - Higkoriea] and Stetistiscsl Account of
New South Wales, IV Ed. Vol.II, p.362
8 Ibid., p.362
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of that care for the greatest concern of a Christian state which
dictated its wise snd salutary prnvisiona,"9 there wore many
others who felt with Dr. Ullathorns that "the unfortunate Cetholics
and the equally unfortunate disosnters will be roduced o a worse
than “gyptian boadage.“’o It aspears that in this easablishmont
by tho Government of an exclusive educatiomal system, was if not
the seed of DPr. Lang®s developing intersest in "ducation, at least
a freshening shower that fostered its growth. is freedom loving
nature, and his intense loyalty to his church would not allow hiwm
$0 accept such a position without doing something positive about
it. He found an outlet for his activities in the ficld of asec~
onduxry educstion.

On his return from Tngland in 1826, Lang found thot "an
“ducational Imstitution, designated the Free Grummsr School, had
Just been formed in Sydney, on the plan of warious institutions
of a similar kind in the mother eountry.“11 An announcement in
the Sydney Gazetic of December 8, 1325, atated thmt the school
was to commence on January 9, 1826, under the Leudership of Dr.
Halloran, with ¥r. Cape as assistunt. However, the school failed
after the first yeor and thore was no secondary school in the
eolony for the uext seversl years. ’'r. Seott had included Grammar
Schoole and Collegiate Schools ae part of his achemem but none

had been established during his stay in Hlew South Yales. In his

9 Burtom - State of Religion & Iducation, p.20

10 Dr. Ullathorne - Reply #o Buriom, p.30

11 J.D. Lang - Historica) & Statisticel Ascount of
Now South ¥ales, Vol.II, p.362

12 Burton - jeligion and “ducation, Appendix XX
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final report to the Colonial Secretary in 1829 Scoit says that
he “endeavoured to establish o fow boarding schools for both
sexes where at moderate terms childrem might receive education,”
and that the esteblishment of « good grarmar scliool was hindered
by lack of funds. '3

Yhatever the reasons for ‘the wn-estallishment of such &
school the fact is that the Colomy lacked & seecondary school
betweon 1026 and 1830. Lang claims that the coutrol of £20,000
a yoar by the Corporation "without providing the colony all the
vhile with a single school in which a boy could be taught she
simplest cloments of mathematics or the merest rudiments of the
Latin tongue” to be “so momstrous - that it would have been

absolutely incredible if it had not actually occcurred. w14

For
his purpowses Lang neglects to mention tho inersase in numbers
and efficiency of the primary schools of the Colony under the
Corporation.

In "The Australian” newspaper of June 28, 1826, ihere
appeared a notiee advertising that Ir. Lang would be sharting
his Caledonian Academy in the Princes Street Chapel on 3rd July
of that year. The curriculum offored was divided into three
sections, one of whiech vas classicul. Thils venture spparently
failed for no further roference is mode to the school and its
work, apart from the c¢laim made in « newspaper soms years later
that Dr. Lang had attempted asuch a school in 1826 and that it had
failed.'?

13 ‘Govormor's Dispatel 1B§, Mitchell Library, 1-9-29

14 J.D. Lang - Higtorical apnd Statistical jogount of
New South ¥ales, Vol.II, p.364

15 Sydney Gazette, 13 December, 1831
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On December 5, 1829,Lang had published in The Sydney
Gazette a prospectus of an academical institution, recsutly
formed in South Africe, named the South Afriecan College. This
was given point by an article of his own compariung the conditions
of the two young caioniea.16 He followed this up by spprouching the
aew Archdeucon, Rev. Broughton, %o ascertuin the ‘rehdeacon's
intentions concerning education, but evidently he considered
thesc were rather uncertain, for he decided to request from the
Governor an allotment of lamd of land on which to build a Fres-
byterian Schouvl. On the refusal of this rejuest lLang decided to
join the supporters of the Free CGrarmar School. The Archdeaeon,
however, muat have thought thut Lang had decided to join in with
Line acﬂamefhr the Xing's Sehool, for on January 16, 1830, he addressed
a lottor to Dr. Langy complaining of the Doctor's change of alleg-
isnce to an "Institution, which, if [ may Judge from the published
reportts of its objects, is not only not to be conducted in accord-
ance with those Chriation principles to which in conversation with
me, you exprassed your adherencc, but rather upon a sysiem of re-
ligious 1axity’“17 In a lster nswspaper article it is stated that
Tang "so far pledzed himself to the Arehdeacon aw to vecoms a
coadjutor in the King's College thot his namo was set down as a

»18

member of the Commitlee.
Dr. Lang c¢laimed that his decision to use hig offorts in
support of the Free Grammar School deponded on the condition that

the Committee "would extend and remodel their institution, asgreezbly

.

The Sydnsy Gagette, 31 December, 1829
De Lang Menuseripis, Mitchell Library, Vol.16
Ihe Sydney Gazeits, 13 December, 1831
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to certain suggestions I took the liberty to ;:rapoae."w

Apparently they did so for Lang became a sharsholder for £§0, and
the name of the institution was changad to ths “Gydney Collegs.”

The prospectus as adopted was largely Lang*s work and it would appeoar
that the Collego was ready to develop into a successful institutionm
for sacondary education. Ths foundation stonz for (ko new College
was laid on January 27, 1830, and ir. Lang perfoimed "a mm ¢
conapicuocus part in the coremony,” to the extent of delivering

“"a rather lengthy invocation for the blessing of irovidence on

the infant institution.”20

But this laying of the foundation stone acems t¢ hawe been
regarded by some membors of the Committee as the task achieved, for
in the next few months little was dons. Lang did his utmmt o
stir the Committee into activiiy, but all to no avail. The fev.
Doctor was obvioualy anxious to get the College into operation
bofora any which should be estsblished by the Church of “ngland
authorities but the resolutions which were passed did not have
fruition in nction. Incidentally, it was in commection with plens
for the Sydney Colloge that Dre Lang's father set out from his home
on the Patersoan “iver in April of that year. But he wes never %o
reach Sydney, fur the tiny vessel, the only one available, in which
he embarked from Newcastle was lost in a territle storm. Such a
blow must huve had an effect on the Doctor's utiitude to the liydney
Collage and when in June 1830 he found the Committee pushing aside
a‘nother of hig recommendations e dacided to break righteaway from
it, and return to his original plan of establishing an educational

ingtitution in connection with his Preabyterian Churche

19 Colonist, 21 January, 1836
20 Sydpev Gagetis, 13 December, 1831
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It was unfortunate that Lang's resignation from the Sydney
Gollege group was so badly timed. "He continued to give the in-
stitution his undivided support until the moment of his embarkation
for ¥ngland when the “ecretary (George Allen, Wsy.} was astonished
by a letter under the Doctor's own hand informing him thot he then
and there dropped all commection with tie Sydney College.”zg Dn Dre
lLuang®s return he recelved uite u deal of eriticigm for his
"vaeillations." ‘*fueh ol this censure cume from the Sydnsy Gazette,
which outlined his unetivities concerning the estublishment of a
College, and accused him of a "restlessness of mind, 2 ficklenoss
of temper,” in his dealings. He was accussd of leaving the Sydney
Golloge because hs had not been able to Tolst his own religious
views upon it. Of course, the Doctor wrotéd very vigorously in his
own defence. !lo c¢laimed that his roason for leaviny the Sydney
College was because "of the want of union, want of energy, and
the want6f an enlightoned zeal exhibted by the committee of manage-
ments"%%  of the timing of his resignation letter to the Cydney
College Secretary he has a long explanation -
"Another main object of my voyage to Tngland was %o
procure adiitional Fresbyterian ministers for the Church
of Seotland for this colony. I had been memoriulizing the
Colonial Government on the subject for upwarde of four
years previous to my sailing for England, but as Hias Ex-
cellency Governor Darling generally referred ; ho matter
to his ecclesizstical advisors, it was concluded that the
Presbyteriang of the interior had no nsed of ministers,
and my momorials werc consequently unattended to. Now,

as I was strongly impressed with the belief that I eould
not have obtained leave of nbasence to proceed to Zngland,

21 Syduney Gagzekke, 13 December, 1531
22 Ibid., 31 March, 1832
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had thesc objects of my voyage been gonerally known

a fortnight or three weeks before I sailed, I was

obliged to proceod with & degree of caution cad eir~

cumapection which I should not have exhibited had

the casc been otherwise. This will account for the

circumstance of my secession from the Sydney College

not having been notified till I had actually sailed

for Tngland." 23
In this explanation there is egein evidence of Lang*s intense
loyalty to his own church, and his strong individusliem whiech
demanded that both he and his church should allow no one and
no thing to surpass them. But, while perhaps satisfactory to
Lang, these explanations were not necarly good enough to satisfy
his c¢ritics, and much of the difficulty he had in the early years
of the Australian College was dus to the hostilily of a smection
of the cormuunity, a hostility sown by his own impetuous and in-
discreet procedura.

To return to the Church end School affairs. It was with
this background of Colonisl arrangements in cducation that Lang
put into writing his eriticism of the Chureh and School Corporation.
It is very posaible that Lang was not feeling pecticularly happy
about the activities for secondory education im Sydney, and par-
tieularly his own part in them, and was in these accusations
gseeking for a measure of self-~jusiification. However, if the
worthy Doctor's mind did operate in such a way, it is certain that

this would not be his classification of the reason.

23 Letter from Lang - Sydnay Gagette, 5 ipril, 1832
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In his letter, writfen to Goderich, dated 30th December,
1830, Lang acoused the Corporation of a multitude of sins, both
of omissionand commission. He claimed that the peventh of the
land granted for the Corporation's upkeep was "“on the avowed
understanding that the said grant would jmmedistcly and farever
relieve the Colonial Government from the burden of supporting
the Church and School eatablishmemq"% He then eluimsd that,
in fact, the Corporation spent more money than befors and much
of it on Church upkeep. "To think of twelve or {ift-om colonial
ministers of religion mamgiang for years together to spend publie
money to the amount of upwards of £20,000 = year, under pretonece
of providing for the religious instruction and the general edu-
cation of so small a colony =3 iew South Welas thoen w&st"as

"Rut the Church and 3chool Corporation of New South Wales
has been productive, my Lord, of stillgreater evils
to the community at large, than any arlsing from the
mere expense of its management. It has tendcd to
identify the Fpiscopal clergy, iu the estimatlon of
the whole colomy, with secular pursults; i% has given
extrenme dissatisfacstion to maony respectable emigrants
who have had to go far into the colonial wilderness
with thelr families, in search of land to satile on,
while numerous traete of land, of the first quality,
were lying uttoerly waste in the most accessible and
eligible situations, in the hands of the Corporation,
it has excited a spirit of disaffeetion towards His
Majeaty's Govervmment among the native youth of the
colony, and I will even add, my Lord, ham sown tho seeds
of future rebellion. In short, the Church and School
Corporation of New South Vales, 1lnatead of proving a
benefit either to the Government or to the Tpiseopel
Church, as its projectors unfortunately pereunded Fia
¥ajesty's Govermment it certainly would, has lain ss
a dead weight cn the eolony for the last five wveurs -

24 Sydnev Gagette, 17 December, 1831
25 J.D. Lang - Hisoriea] and Statistical .M.z.e.o_usi. of
Hew South ¥ales, Vol.II, p.363
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repressing emigration, discouraging improvement, seecularizing

the Episeopal clergy, und thereby lowering the standard

of morals and rsligion throughout the territory."” 26 '
%hether or not these accusations helped Lang's sause im Pugland it
is impossible to say, but they certainly did not help his cause in
Sustralia. On hies return from Xngland, with quite an amouni of
porsonal triumph, Lang vas foolish anough to publish the Miter
which h2 had writien to Goderich, along with an account of his
activities iIn ZTnglend, in pamphlet form. It would scem that he
was led astray again by his enthusiasm, this time enlivened by
ths suecessful isuue of his Tnglish trip. He was probably trying
to justify his former chonges of 8ll sgiance by the favourcble
omens for his new venture. lLang seldom used & defensive technique;
he belleved in the nilitary maxim that “the best method of defonce
i attack."™

In this instanes hie method failed rather dismally. There

ig no doubt that the Chureh and School Corporation w:is weakened in
the new colony by the exclusiveneas of its control. Back in 1822,
the Rev. Richard Hill im writing home to the Bishop of l.ondon, seid,
“But from the peculiar state of the population of this colony any-
thing of an exclusive nature sannot obtain assistance. The pescullar
effects of those feelings have been remarkably manifested in the
principal Public School in Sydney by driving nearly all the children
out of it in consoquencs of the National System being introduced." 2!
But the remainder of Lang's accusations were either misleading or

exaggerated.

26J.D. Lang - Historieal and itatistical Acecoumt of
HNew South “ales, Vol.II, p.3
27 Bonwisk Irangeripts, 188, Mitchell Library. Vol.4, p.1098
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lang's lettor “gave prodigious offence to the Venerable the
Archdeacon (Broughton) who accordingly addressed o long lottsr on the
subjact“zs to the icting Governors It was pointed out that the first
1anq/§§;nted %o the Corporation on Mebruary 3rd, 1829, and on the
3rd December, of the same ysar a letter from the Governor told of
the suspension of the whole arrangement. It could hardly be said
that the Corporation had kept much veluable land lying waste whils
settlers were forced inlande In 1840 Burton set out the full details
of the Corporation and pointed out th:t the Corporation was never
given enthusiastic co-operation by the locol govermment nnd “that the
claims of the corporation were very little attendod to with regurds
to lands, either posiiively wvaluable on account of situstion, or
relatively so by their contiguity fo towns and their suburbs, or
to rivers, creeks or public roads."%? The Corporat ion was not given
anything like the seventh of the land stated in the charter, and the
land it was given was often in poor ecountry, Ia the county of
Cumberland "the nearest alloiment which they have over rccoived is
situated at the distance of seven niles on the barren sands and
innecessible shores of Botany Bay, and of the 4175 acres which it
contains, the most valuable portiom has since been reaumed.“30
Lang*s claim re the heavy expensc is as easily rofuted. ¥or three
years after its charter the Corporation was without means of raising

funds, and yet was oxpected {0 care for the finineisl needs of the

28 J.D. Lang - Historieal and Statistiesl Acoount of

Now South Wales, Vol.II, p.369
22 Burton - Religion and Zducation in New louth Walos, p.27
30 RHistorieal Records of _ustralis, Series 1, Vol.16
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religious and educational establishments. Under such circum=
gbances there was no possibility that the promulgation of the
Charter should “immediately aud forever® take ths burden of the
two establishments from the Government. The Corporotion was com-
pelled to ask the Goverument for the money to support its -ctivities,
and really was ucting as agent for the Government in the dispersal
of thess funds.

It is obvious tou, that there weuld bo comparativsly heavy
initial expenses “during the {irst four vears of the Gorporation's
existence in prepering for the survey, ocecupatlon, culbure and
improvement of the lands to he vasted in them.“31 But the Cor~
poration, under Scott's leoading was very successful in cutting
down expenses in cther directions. Its accounts show a distinet
gaving in the monagement of the Orphan Schools, amnd@ $he other

publie achoals.32

Regardless of its methods of cconomy, it cer-
tainly camnot be fairly accused of extravagance. Lang's other
c¢laima were very nebulous, and worzs emsily refuted in the iydney
Gazsttes of 1831.

Arechdeacon Broughton addressed a letter through the acting
Governor, Colonel Lindesay, to Lord Goderich, refuting the elaims
made by Lang, and pointing out that the support given by Coderieh
to Lang's own educational venture ap eared to give eounienance

to Lang's outburst sgainst the Corperstion. The letter soncluded

with (according to Lang) "a series of intemperate charges against

31 lMistorical Records of justrmlia, Series 1, Vol. 16
32 Burton - Belizion gnd Fducation in New South Wales, pe35
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myaelr."33 Acting Governor Lindesay forwarded the Arehdeccon's
letter to England mentioning in his covering letter to Lord
Goderich, "Dr. Lang's indiscrotion which appears to me so palpable..."3%
Whether by accident or design Lang did not receive u copy of the
Archdeacon's lsttar "till four days after the veasel in which it
wag transmitted to the Secretury of State for the solonies had
sailed for Englands"Bs Lang was outraged indeed, though it does
seem gimilar in some respects to the circumstaances of his resig-
nation from the Sydney College.

Lord Goderich wrote back a letterd censure to Lang, and
in a dispatch to the new governor, Bourke, he statsod that had he
thought for a moment that Lang would have beon so indiscreet as
to publish the lotter in Australia, he would certainly never have

granted Lang any financial asgsistence for his 0011636-36

Lang,

of eourse, wenit into action to defend his honour and wrote a long
lettor to Goderiech in answer to thot of the Archdeacon. He claims
that his accusations againsi the Church and School Corporation were
the result of his interest in uoing the land granmted to it to raise
roveaue for an immigration scheme galculated to relleve some of

the distress in Ingland at the time. Bui he adds nothing at all

definite in his particular clmims against the Corporation.

33 J.D. Lang - Historieal end Statistiesl Ascount of
_.ga Sgggh a Vole II, §¢369

34 Historigal Records of ‘usiralig, Lindsay to Goderich,
18 November, 1831

35 J.D. Lang - Historical end Statistical Accownt of
HNew South tsles, Vol.II, p.370

36 Historical Records of /justralia, Goderich to Rourke,

3 ¥y, 1832,
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The finzl scens in this particular act came in 1832 when
Archdeacon Broughton introducod iuto the nominee Legislative
Council of the Colony a vote of censure upon Dr. Lang for the
publication of the statements made - in the firat latter to
Goderich. This vote was passéd on 15th 'fareh, 1832, and pub-
lighed in the various newspapers of the colony. Lang admitted
that this vote had an almost disastrous efffect on his financial
regources at the time, tut his splrit was in no wisze crushed. s
weiat 8o far as to infer in his History that the letter which he
wrote to Goderich replying to the Archdeacon probebly led to the
dissolving of the Corporation. "The Jorporation wns finally dis-
golved, by order of the King (William IV) in Couneil, in the
following year (1833). ‘Mhether my lotter had had any influence
in leading to that result, I do not know. I hope it had., The
thing had at length become perfectly intolerable, and the Charter
was accordingly revoked.“3? Lang conveniently forgets that the
- puspension of the activities of the Corporstion in 1329 on the
intimation from thabGovernor that it was Hia ¥zjesty's intention
- to revoke the charter was really the finish of its operations
and that the 1833 revoeation was merely a formality. Dut Burton
cortainly suggests thst the revocation was "a ylielding to the
clamour of avowed or secret zntegonists of t hose iustitutions
wiich 1t wos the object of the c%arter to support.... Mo reason,

was however, to bo found in the Enstitution itse1f." 39

37 J.D. Lang - MA&W&M.&
¥ 38, ?olo II; pt3?3

38 Barton - Religion ad idusation in ssgiroila, pe30
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Whether or not Lang had much part in this ezrly elamour
it is hard to say, but he had certainly come in for a great amount
of publicity towards the closs of the Corporation’s offieial 1ifs.
In fact, to no other man in the eolony had this Corporation beon
ag important as it was to Lang. /ot only had its exclusiveness
stirrod him o take definite sieps to establish a school in the
eolony. but his inadvised publieatlion of eriticism concerning it
and the opéositian thus aroused affectod his educciional work for
many years. He managed to stir against himself a deal of hostilitly
among the ruling powers and this, with the public censure he had

drawn, hindered his operstions considerably.



CHAPTER

SIR _RICHARD BOURKZ AND THE " IRISH" SYSTHE

Sir Richard Bourke was appointed Governor of Wew South Vales
in 1331, and reached Sydney in December of that year. lie brought
to the office n more liberal attitude of thought, evidencod avong
other things, in his proceedings concerning education.

The Churech and Sehool Corporation was finished {or all prac-
tical purpoass, though the finul set in its diseclution did nst come
till 1833, and it Tell to the new gavern&r to suggest methods to be
adopted for the support end development of education in the colony.
tiig suggestions were influenced undoubtedly by events in the Home-
land, ond by the ideas and opinicus held by ™ialsters of the “mglish
Goverament. 1In 1331 this Government had set oui o seheme for I[rish
Motionol Tducabtion which it was hoped would help setile mony of the
differences in that country. The idea was to give the same curriculum
to children of ©1l sects, but make urovision for gsporate religious
ingsruction. it wae on similar principles that Zovernor Jourke
planned to estatlish the educational system of ¥ew South Vales, aad
on 30th September, 1833, he set out his suggestione in a2 despatch fo
the Secretary for the Colonies, tiae iight Honoursble W.G. Stanley,
who had ingtigated the system in Ireland.

There are several pointe in this important despatch which
should be noted, for the controversy which it ardﬁaed stirred the

colony considerably. 3Sir Richard Bourke approached the Coionial
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3ecretary for guidance in establishing a schosl organization nsw

that the charter of the Church und School Corporation kad teen
officinlly revoked. He pointed cut that the inhubitents of the colony
were "of many diffecent religiosus persuasions, the followers of tho
church of Tngland being most numersus, but tiaers ars slso large bodies
of Roman Catholics. und fresbytorians of the Chureh of Scotland,
bteside Protestant Disscnters of many different denominotions.” !

But the support given b, ths Covermment was mniuly to the Church

of Fugland, which in 1834 was to receive 211,542, while the Roman
Catholics had 21,5000, and the Prosbyterians 2600. Bourks stated
that "a distribution of support {rom the Goverameut, of so unequal

an amount ... canmot be supposed to be generally meceptable to the.
Colonlsts who provide the funds from which the distribution is
made."2 He suggestod that the Govermment shovld extond its granta
to the throe most important churches -~ Church of “ugland, Roman
Catholic and Preabyterian - and give support where numbers and vol=-
untary contribution warranted.

In Education there was an immediate problem of seiting wp s
system to control and organiss the schools of thas ecolony. Bourke
described the Orphan Schools, and the King's School at Parramatta
and their organization. Of the primsry schools esiablished by the
Church and School Corporation he stated "they are s uporintended by
the Chaplains, and in 21l of them the Catechism o tha Church of

“ngland is taught; and although children of other persuasione may,

1. Governmor®s Despatch, 30th September, 1833
2 1BID.
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and do sometimes attend these schools, they are uscssgarily con-~
sidered as belonging to the Church of ?ngland."3 His further state~
ment that “"they are of no great importance or value' did not help
the Church of Fnglund leaders to tuke kindly to his suggestions for
a new system. Bourke c¢laimed that the disproportion of Goverument
support for the schools was "a subject of very gemeral complaint.”
He suggested

“That schools for the general educetion of the Colonial

youth, supported by the Government, and regulated after

the mamner of the Irish achools ... would be well suited

to the circumstances of this countryy ... those schools

in which Christians of sll creeds are recoived, vhore

approved extracts of Seripture are read, but no Neligious

Ingstruction is given by the Yuster and ¥Wigtress, sueh

being imparted on one day of the week by the *fiuistors of

the different Religions attending at the school,; to in-

struct their respective flocks." 4

Unfortunately for the Colony, this dispatch was not answered

for asome considsrable time, dus to vorious changes ia the Government
in ¥England. Howewer, the colonists were anxious thuat something
definite should be done Tor educution, and differeat bodies of
citizeng formed plansg for the establishment of schools. Chiof of
thoge was the Australian School Socicty, established in January 13835,
being "a Society for the education of the childrem o7 the lower
classes in Sydney and $hroughout she Colony, on the plan of the
fritish and Toreign School Svcisty, one of the well known and funda-
mental rules and prineiples of which is that the Bikle, without note

or comment, shall be read dally in the schools of the Socliety, but

3 Governmor's Deapatch, 30 September, 1833
4 Ibid., 30 September, 1833
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that no catechisms shall be used.”g Dr. Lang took auitzs a prom=
inont part in the organization of this Society and by his pen in
*The Colonist™ helped arouse tho publicts intersst in educotion.
Dr. Lang had established on January 1, 1835, o newspuper,

“The Colonist”, which he claimed was necessary bteesuse of the
“wapid inanity of the existing colonial jourmals, tho moan tem~
poriging of unother, the ignorance and effrontery of o third, snd
the loose morality snd rompant i1ofidslity of a fourth.“6 In this
paper he did much Tor the cause o Tducation. In the lasues of
Januery 29, and Tebruary 5, 1835, hc devoted most of the paper to
Tducation, and deali particularly with the need for & dofinite
scheme for the Colony. The Covarnor'zs dsepatch of 1833 had not
been published bul Lang deslt at length with the Irish Schome and
donounced it thoroughly. 1o doubt Lang was basing his vicws on those
of the FPresbyterians in Ireland who at thst time were bitterly
ouposed to the system introduced inm 1831, and he juotes the General
&sgembly vote thut

"no countenanee from the Coverament of this realm ought

to be beatowed on any system of National Education of

which inastructiom in the Holy Scriptures does not form

an essential part. That they have observed with much

regret and disuppointment that a system of national edu-

eation is still maintained in Ireland, in which no ade-

guate provision ia made for the daily reading of the

entire word of God in the authorized versioa without

note or comeont.” 7

He pointed out that the other prominent Protestant scete were just

5 QLolonist, 22 January, 1835
6 Ibid., 1 January, 1835
7 Jbid., 5 Pebruary, 1835
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as determined never to asgent to u system which "adopts for its
fundamental prineiple the entire exclusion of religious instruction.®
Lang claimed thet "a system of sducation to suit ull parties is ab-
solutely utopian and impractical”8 becsuge of the many different
points of viewe held by the varisus religlous groups. He strongly
urged thut the Governor should form a Board of Zdueation "consisting
of a esrtain number of ministers of religlon, and of iutelligent
laymen ... and on their annual reports as to the nurbers, the wants,
the morits, and the ssrvices of cusch communion in the cause of
education to apportion the assistance of Govermment fowards the
Tpiscopalian, Freasbyterian, Roman Catholic and “nglish discenting
echoola."9 -

Dr. Lang's articles wore given added point as & resuli of
the mesting of the Australian Sclicol Soclety held on 2ud February,
1835 at which the Society was definitely launched. s montioned .
above, this society was to be based on the principles of the British
and Toreign School Socisty which used the Bible for reading and
tenching but avoided all catechisms. The Roman Catholic section,
however, were yuiie opposed to this scheme, c¢laiming that it was
sectarian, tut they suggested th t if the seriptural extracts pre-
pared by the Irish Natlonsl Board were used, the Roman Catholics
would co-operate in the scheme. The Anglican lesders were also
opposed, not bescause of the use of the Seriptures, but because they

saw no good remson to change from the status yuo. Both of these

8 Colonist, 5 Pebruary, 1835
9 Ibid., 5 February, 1835
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groups were reseiving Covermment subsidy for their schools, the
Anglieans £2,806, and the Riman Catholies £800 (for 1834).

Dr. Lang, with his ususl enthusiasm, did hiz utmost to help
ostablish the society. While still holding at thie timo %o his idea
that a denominational Board to regulate Governumi assistance to all
#octions would be tho beet answer to the problem, hs decided that
the Australian School Society would satisfy gome of the edueationmal
needs, and that it was therofore worthy of his asupport. The Colonist
of February 19, 1835 cnnounced thai Dr. Lang had been appointed a
member of the Committoe of the Soslety. He contimned to write in his
paper concerning Educution and it is unquestioned thai Lis omphasis
oti the needs of education onm the solony, and kis positive sugpestions
did much to inform and influence public opimion. Ho defended the
new Soslety against the attaeks of the Roman Catholios and the
Anglicans and was pleased to announce in his paper that tho Soeciety
was camaencing a boy®s school in Hart's Buildings on 8th June, 1835.
He montioned that he had brought out from the parent Soeiety in
¥agland a case of books, lesasons, elates, and othev nsecossary school
apparatus.

In other issues of the Golo_niatm Lang kept arging the estal?-
lishment of a Denominational Board. He set out ihe mmounts given Ior
Eplseopalian Sehools for 1835 as 26,587, for Rormm Catholic as 2300,
and for Presbyterisns sad others as nil. To help ostablish his
arguments he cited tho benefits which had aserued to the Colony from
the eatablishment of his Australian College. Ho slaimed in effoet that

10 Colonist, April 30, Juns 4, 1835.
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given Govermment support, each of tie denominations could estadblish
aimilar institutions and primary schools, all of them giving con-
sejuent benefits to the golony. In his leader of June 4, Lung urged
that the Government should support all educational iunstitutlons, aand
should pay st least £100 per annum to each [lesdmaster of a College.

The Doctor did not zllow tho iron {o eool. Almost every weok
in hiz paper he had something to say aboult edue:tion. Sometimes it
was recapitdation of past evonts and justifieation fur his own actions,
sometimes it was appeal to Goverrment and peopls to follow his sug-
gostions for an educational establishmont, asometimes it was reference
to the efforts being made by the vorious groups to satisfy the educa-
tional demands. DBut all of it scrved to keep the subject of cducation
vory much in the public view and it undoubtedly was one of the main
influences in building public opinion against the Irish System. 1In
the January 14, 1836, issue of "The Colonist" it was announced that
& girls* school upon the plan of the British and Toreiga School
Society would open on Jauuary 18. In March, the anniversary meot ing
of the Australian School Society wes held, and both the boys® and the
girle* schools were said to be progressing very welle The enrolment
at the former was 100, at the latter 27. Dr. Lang was again voted to
the committee of the Society.

Lord Glenclg®s reply to Govarnor Bourke's desyatch was dated
30th November, 1835, and evidently arrived early in 1836. The arrival
of this reply may have been rumsured in the colony, btut at all evenis,
Lang's barrage againgt the irish System increased in the month of
Hay, 1836. Dr. Lang set out sgain sll the old otjectlons to the

system, and added some new thoughts on the matter. He made it quite
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clear, in fact ho guaranteed, thst if the system were iatrodused
by Governor Bourke, "The Colonist" would use all itz influence to
bring it to naught, and have it withdrawn. In support of his case,
Lang published an article by the "ronch Minister of Jublic Inatruction,
the Right Honourable . Gulsot, who said: "that children shall receive
in schools the religlous instruetion prescribed by the worship pro-
fessed by the families to which they belong."” "The Colonisi"
empimgized the point that a Catholic country was not only ready to
tolerate Protestant cducation, but even willing to ostablish Pro-
testant schools and pay the ‘rotesiant schoolmasiors. This was
claimed as a strong argument for Dr. Lang®s Denominational Scheme.
“The Colonist" pledged its opposition to Governor Dourke's National
System "because, however well intentioned and benevolently plonned,
we believe it to e unchristian in ite prineciples, latitudinarian
in its tendency, and oppressive in its practiqe.“12
Lang did not have ths fiecld to himself in theo use of the press,.

“The Australian”, one of the other iyduey papers of the period, was
doing its utmost to rouse support for the Irish {ystem. Through
the month of May, 1836, it had much to say about educution, and
claimed that the Irish System was

“peeul larly adapted to a mixed population like ours ~

it is fromed with a striet regard to the inculeation of

religious knowledge, but in such & way as not to inter-

rupt the course of general study - it admits of thne

most eareful supervision and above all it promotes those

habits of early intercourse and friendship, which in

after 1ife will enable the Zoman Catholic and Protest=
ant, the Presbyterian and Yethodist, the Quaker and the

11 1Ihg Colopist, 5 ¥ay, 1836
12 Ibid., 5 "ay, 1836
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Jow to mingle in society without thimking of Faggots,
Racks, or the Holy Inquisition.® 13

In answer to some of the c¢laims of "The Australian’ that Lang's
ouggested separate instruetion plan would not be preacticul, Ur. Lang
a few days later, replisd that

"in such places ms Liverpool and Windsor, etce, whera

it is not possible for the community to support more

than two schools at the utmost, let there be one

Protestant und ome Roman Catholiec schooly and all the

Protestunt denominations in such cases, merging with

the Wpiscopalian. And where there could only be one

school for the whols community, let that aschool by ell

means, be on aome gystem as the Irish plan recowmends.” 14

In vlew of Lang's opposition to the exelusiveness of the
Angliean Churech in the Colony his willingness t® suggest a proectical
compromise indicates the siremgth o7 his feelinge on the necessity
for an educationnl system. TFarlier in the year Lung had published
th't his strong support for the Sydney College was due to "the
prospect which the succeseful establighment of that Institution
afforded of providing a powsrful and effective check upon the
Colonial fpiscopal establisbment ... which threatoned to engulf
1

evary other denomination.” 5 Yet now he was willing to group the
non-Catholie churches in an Fpiscopalian school if that would
help the Governmont set up an edusational system whieh “would secure
the exercise of religious liberty to &11."“6 But he was quits
opposed to the Irigh Syatem which he claimed "interferes with the
ungquest ionable right of every British subject to have his children

educated in the faith he prcfesaes.“"

13 The Augiraliem, 17 May, 1836
14 The Colomist, 14 May, 1836
15 Ibid., 21 January, 1836

16 Mo, 2 Juns, 336

17 Ibid., 2 June, 1836
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Governor Bourke progented his despatch and Lord Glenelg's
reply to the Leglslative Council on 2nd June, 1836, and after out~
lining the needs for education in the colony he siated that his own
plan was to introduce a system based on the Irish Hationai Systecme
Ho decimion was made thaet day, but the Governor's statement made his
intention very clear. Immediately the Protestants of the eolony
were stirred to action. Public meetings were aanocunced and strongly
attended and setitions drawn up to present to the Sovermmont. The
newly appointed Bishop, the Rev, Broughton, led out in gome of this
oppoaltion to the proposed scheme. The Bishop, becauze of some
toehnicality, was preveonted from %akiug his usal sest on the Council
but he made up for this by his wark with the publie.

Dr. Lang used his newspaper with telling effect. In consider-
ing the two despatches under dispute Lang first oraised the gections
which deslt with church suppert. The Govermment ware suggesting
support for all denominstions, and Lang claimed that this decision,
in eliminating th> exelusiveness of the Church of ‘mgland was "The
Great Charter of the Presbyterian mmrcha"ts Lang claimed thot this
was the "halfway house™ {6 the complete woluntary system, and although
it ¢id grant support to the FHoman Catholics it was very much worth-
while. But the remainder of the despotches he did not relish. Or
rather he did not agree with GoveraorBourke's interpretation. For
Lord Glenelg's roply mads it clear that the local authoritics were
best fitted to make decision on the system to be used. Glenelg
agreed that the Irish National Systom would probatly be the type

suitable to iustralie, but he ulso forwarded to Covernor Bourks &

18 The Solonist, 16 Junc, 1836
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feport of the British and Foreign Soclety "“which is conducted on
very liberal and comprehensive principles,” and stated that he would
“wish thot it may be thought praciicable to plucoe the whole of the
New Testament, at least, in the hands of the chudmn-"‘? Through
June and early July, Dr. Lang continued his writing against the

Irish Jystem, and supported the idea of a Denominational Board to
administer a denominational type of education. “As for those parts
of the territory in which separate schools for sach denomination
coulc not be established, let the denominatiom of the school be that
of the majority of the pupils, as in France and Frussia; the minority
being relieved from the regular religlous exercises of the school. " 20
Those suggestions from Lang are particularly interesting as compromise
suggestions to overcome practical difficulties. His denominaiional
gsecheme would obviouely fit in the lurge communitos, and Lang evidently
thought that its value in these larger groups wus well worth a
practical compromise im the rural aureas. Of courss it is easy {o see
the beginning from the end, and Lang's later change of view 1s perhaps
evidonce that his judgmont hero was based ovemuc!i on Fréabyterian
feoling in Ireland, yot it appcars somewhat strange that Lang should
¢laim that a denominational Board could admin‘_ister sducational funds
to these denominations without controversy. He was so forthright,
even fiery himself, that meetings of such a Board must have gonerated
heat, for Lang nc doubt thought of himself as a churter member of his
proposed Board.

19 Lord Glenalg®s Despatch, quoted in Burton - The iiate
of Roligion and Zdugation in Now South Lales, Appendix p.68
20 The Colonisk, 30 June, 1836
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“The Colonist" of July 14, 1836, published the mihute by the
Governor that he planned to set aside monsy in 1837 to set up goneral
education based on the Irish Systems The proposel was put o the
Leglslative Couneil, which at th:i time consisted of Government
aominees, on July 25 and was paseed on a vote of 5 to 4. The four
in opposition were of the nom~official group, and this arrangement
of votes did not strengthen thz official position.

Dr. Lang had sailed for ¥nglund on the day the vote was taken,
but his influence lingered because of the effective work he had
already done, and becuuse his newapaper continued in the same trend
as he had sets The pasd ng of the vote gave a spur to the agitation
againat the proposed system, nnd Governor Bourke seat out to the
police magistrates a circular otier which was plammed to make known
the principles of the Irish Systome "The Colonist” published this

in full but in iis next isunem

repeuted the raport of the public
meeting held the previous year tuv oppese the schems, snd ropublished
the petition which had been drawm up. It reportsd that the Arch-
bishop had presented a new petltion against the voto, and led out

at another public meeting on August 3, 1836. Early in September a
lender set out information concerning churchees and achools in Van
Disman*s land, saying "we hail with joy equally unfeigned the far
different sentiments avowed by Lieut. Governor Arthwr *The reading
of the entire scriptures will be the basis of instruction. Upon

this alome, I am couvinced, can any system of sducation be founded

21 August 4, 1836



that will withstand the test of time and experieuca.®"2

Governor Bourke's scheme was favoured by a grous of citizoens
in a public meoeting at Woollongong, snd the Goveruor erocted there
8 gchool which was actually the first National School in Justralia.
But the opposition did not abate at all and the Governor evidently
doeided that it would be unwise %o proceed further. Farly in 1837
“The Colonist”™ anunounced that Govermor Bourke was planning to resign
his office mainly because he had not been upheld by the Home Govern=
ment in another matter, No doubt the reverss he had suffored con-
csrning the esducational system had quite a part in his decision to
resign. Later in the year "The Colonist™, thoroughly representing
Lang's views, though he was still in ¥ngland, had a leader ontitled
"The Triumph of tortestantism.* It stated that "His Exeellency has
informed the Bishop of Austrazlia thet he does not intead to cstablish
any schools on the Irish System ... and ... we feel it our duty to
make known the joyful fact.” The whole situation was again revicwed
to stress “The triumph that has thus erowned the spirited exertions
of the General Comities of vrotestants.“23

For a faw years thers was a lull in the efforts for a National
System. Dr. Lang had had mueh to do with this éarly revergsal of the
Governor*s scheme, and his influence continued to be felt in govern=

ment circles in matters of edueation.

22 The Colonist, 8 September, 1836
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B _AUSTRALIAN COLLE

Dr. Lang's most outstanding venturs in the realms of edu-
eation was the establishment of The Australian Collcge. Following
his efforts in 1329 and 1830 when he had been interssted in both
the Sydney Grammar School and Broughton's King's Schools, Lang
decided to set uy his own Presbyierian College, and ia order to
raise funds for the venture he journeyed to Engiand in August,1530.
In the controversy whiech developed after his return Lang wasa .
accused, inter alia, of introducing his own college merely to out-
wit thoso inetitutions which he had left in early 1830. But these
aseusationg were easily refuted by carlier eveuts.

In the Lung Papers - Volume 16 - there is elear ovidence of
the Doetor's plans for a College, for a prospectus appears there
under date of March 3, 1826, which outlines a College on practically
the same organization as that finally set up inthe sarly 30°s.

The manuseript goes on %o state that this scheme had been outlined
to several gentlemsn in the Colony “provious to his smbarkation for
England in 1824, end a conditional arrangement has in the meantime
been madé with a licentiate of the Church of Seotland, highly
qualified for the office, in the prospect of its being established.”!
Lang states elsewhere that "on embarking for Turope in the year 1324,

1 proposed meking some effort during my stay in England, in reference

1 Lang Papors - Volums 16, Mitchell Library
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to the third of the objects I have mentioned ~ the establishment
of some provision for the general education of youth in the Colony;
but ... the attompt proved asbortive.”? liotice of tha intended
establ ishment of this achool was made in "Tho Ausiralian”’ of June
28, 1826, and, though the school was to begin operations in the
Princes Street Chapel, it was ;lanned to erect buildings &o suit
the Tlementary, Morcantile, and Classiecal sections which the
Academy was to include. But this early venture apparently failed
through lack of students for mo further reference is made to it.

Doctor Lang's movaments conmcerning the estatlishmont of a
socondary school during 1829 znd 1830 have been outlined irn a
provious section and need no repetition. It is sufficient to state
that Lang’s pationce ran out, for "I could not help thinking it
high time that the education of tho colony should be rescued in
aome measure from the handa of excluaivew znd 1ncapnblas."3 He
decided to go ahead om his own initiative and get support for a
Presbyterian School by sppealing to frionds in Tngland. Accordingly
he get out for Tugland in August, 1830, with this as the particular
object of his visit, though he also intended to procurs mdditional
Presbytorian ministers for service in the colony.

Doctor Lang arrived in "mgland towards the close of 1530 and
imnediately set about the %ask of raising funds for his proposed

College. 1In a letier published some time later he stated

2 J.D. Lang - Historicd and Siatisticel Account of
Hew South %¥ales, Vol.IX, pp. 335~ 1834
3 Ibide, Vol.II, p.347 (1834) '
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"that loan I expected to procure from British

capitalists - not from His Yajesty's Goverumeat -

and to facilitate the attaiument of that objeect, I

was not only empowered by the trustees of the Seotch

church to mortgage or to grant a long lease of the

vacant portion of their allotment but had also pro-

vided myself with the deeds of = property in Sydney

whiceh had fallen to myself through the decease of

my father, and which was valued for that purpose by

¥r. Bodenham." 4
Lang states further that he was strongly advised to submii his plans
for education and emigration to the Goverument “and to solicit a
loan from His “ajeoty's Govermment."” Hlis decision to do go may have
been oceasionad by a diffieulty of raising private funds, for ut the
time of his visit ¥ngland was in a state of exireme finsncial and
seonomis depression. Lang ¢laimed that “the cry of distresa from
the agricultural districts of ths mother country wus se loud and
piercing on my arrival ia “ngland ... that I took the liverty %o
address a lotter to Lord Viscount Goderich, pointing out the meuns
of conveying thousands of the distressed sgricultural population
of Great Britsin without expense¢ to the mother couatry, to the colomy
of New South %.is’aloa,"s

It is evident thuzt Dr. Lang showed in this lustance sommendable

initiative and deeision. It was not until December 12, 1830 that he
reached Tngland. Yet he was able to gauge the position thers very
spesdlly, and to recognise im it an opportunity of furthering his
own cause. During that s:me month of December he sought and obtained

geveral interviews with Lord Goderich who was then Gecretory of State

for the Colonies. He set csut his plans_ for a College to be established

4 Sydnev Gazetts, 5 April, 1832
5 J.D. Lang - Historicsl and Stetistical s%zmt.zt
New South Yoleg, Vol.II, p.367



under the auspices of the Fresbyterisn Church, and in asking for
Government asslistance pointed out that somes of the proposed loan
could well be used in taking out to the Colony a large number of
artisans. This would relieve the Mother Country to that extent,
while benefiting the new colony by introdueing good quality free
¢itizens of a type much needed thers. He proposed to his Lordship

"to gharter a vossel of four hundred tons, with the

assistance of my fricnds in Tagland, to carry out to

tha Colony a certain sumber of families and individuals

of the class and on the conditions above mentioned,

provided his Lordship would authorize His Excelleney

the Governor of New South Vales to adwance, on the

arrival of the said wvessel 1n the colony; the sum of

26,000 am a loan for flve yeurs, for the establishment

of an scademical institution or college in the towa

of Sydney.” 6

Lang had overy reason to be plessed with the successful out-

eome of his smpproach %o Lord Goderich, and he lost no time im gathoer-
ing together his emigrents. He had decided that tcobch familics
would be the best asset to Now South Vales, and ineidentally %o
the Presbyterian Chureh, and during the early months of 1831 he wus
busy organizing. His seal and ability is evidenced by the fuct that
on June 1, 1831 he was able %o sail in the ehartered “Stirlimg Castle"
for Austrslia with "five other Presbyterian clergymen and fiftynine
emigrant mechanies, the greater part with wives and families."?

Three of these ministers had been chosen as masters for the new

GCollegs. - The mechanies had been engaged on the understunding that

6 J.D. Lang - Hiatorfeol znd Stetistical ’gcount of
XNew South ¥gles, Vol.II, p.334 (1834)
7 Svdney Gazetfe. 15 October, 1831
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Lang guaranteed them 12 months employment at £2 per week, and they
promised to ropay the passage money of £25 for sach adult member of
the fomily.

This group of new settlers arrived in Sydnoy on Jctober 15,
1831, to be grested enthusiasticolly by the whole setiloment. The
Sydney Gazette was loud in &8s praises of the emtorurise as "really
the most importsut importation the colony ever rncsived, end
certainly the boldest effort ever made by a single individusl to
*advance Australi.a'."a Of Lang it said ~ "We scarcely know in what
terms {o express tho very high sense we entertain of ihe noble
ppirit oxhibited by the Hev. Dr. Lang."g Lang recaived commondations
on all sides and surely sould be excusod for looking upon it all as
a personal triumph. On the way to fustralia he hod married Miss
Wilhelmina Mackie, a cousin who was coming out to stay with his
brother Andrew. His efforts to obtain a goverament loan for his
{ollege had been succeasful. And his schems of assisted emigration
gave every promise of success. Tortunately he did not foresce the
obstocles which were to arise in his pathway, many of them the result
of his own tactlessncsa.

Quite possibly it was this glow of personul achievement that
motivated Lang to publish, soon after his retura, the letter which
while in Angland he had addressed to Lord Goderiech. Ferhaps he
publigshed it in order to rcfute the accusations made against him by

some of those who wers supporting the Sydney College. Lang claims

8 Sydney Gazette, 15 October, 1831
9 1Ibid., 15 October, 1831
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thet the successful outcome of his Tnglish vieit had annoyed the
fydney College.group and that he was accused of ‘ealumniot ing”
many of them while in Tngland. 'On this and a variety of other
charges equally frivolous and ¢.uelly unfounded, changes were rung
at my particular exgense - from meeting to meeting ond from month
10

4o month. Onc charge made was that Dr. Lang had purposely with-

held f£rom the Sydney College Committes the letier from Lord Goderich
acknowledging receipt of a copy of the College Frospectus. However,
as Lang point out, the letter had arrived in Australia while he wms

in Tngland, and it had been forwarded as soon as ho himasslf bad
recelived it. The date of the publication of his pamphlot entitled

"An aecount of the steps taken in “ngland with a view to the establish-
mont of an Academienl Imstitution or College in MNew louth Wales, and

to demonstrate the praetieability of effecting an extensive emigration
of the industrious classes from the mother-country to that colony,” is
aot definite onough to enable decision n the irmediate cause of its
publication. But the result was both irmediate and definite. Probably
by no one other single stroke did Lang do so mueh to rouse opposition
against himaelf and his schemsa. Ho was not the man to expreas regret
over an action, and he was very ready to justify «ll he had said and
done, bub if ever man had cause to repent of his tectlessnees, thut
mon was lLang. However, any emotion of this nature he managed to kcep
vory secret. The general feeling toward Dr. Lang and his enterprise,
i@mediatiy after his arrlval, was that expressed in ons paper of the

dey - "We heartlly wish the proposed Presbyterian seminaries every

10 J.D. Lang - M.&MM
Now South ¥aloe, Vol.II, p.366 (18 75)
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success which we doubt not from the excellent morsl charactor of
the generality of the Scottish ministers, they will be found to

mﬁl‘it.“”

It is regrettable that Lang himself caused the change
in this attitude.

The efforts to get a Tollege started had many of the eloments
of a race. The Gazette said of the Sydney College that “the buildings
of the above Institution being in a state of rapid progress, and
Comaittee being desirous of completing them forthwith; the Trustees
are hereby informed that they ars required {o pay iam ths second
instalment of £5 om each shzau'*o.“?2 Ths same papér on December 10th
welcomed the news that the King's Schools were to be oponed on the
first Monday in the New Year. Lang had lesé no tize in setting
about his building work. One weck after the arrivel of the "Stirling
Cautle” in Sydney a start was made on the bulldings of the Australian
College. Lang had made a veory wise choice in his Scottish mechanices
and hed at his comandmen from a wide range of btuilding crofte, "an
ample supply of industrious and well skilled artisans.” 13 He, too,
was anxious to be first in the fleld,; and so the first classes of the
Australian College wcre begun in a hired building va Hovember 15, 1831.
However, the ldea of starting of{ the College bsfore the buildings
wore ready had beem in Lang's mind for a long time. In fact, when a

member of the Cormittes for the Sydney College, Lang had recommended

that "the Institution should be commenced forthwith in a hired ‘building,."“

11 The Australisn, 21 dctober, 1831
12 Sydney Gazetts, 21 October, 1331
13 Mﬂ, 18 mto‘bar, 1831

14 Colonist, 21 January, 1836
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80 that the sehool could stert its growth at onee.

Leng had been so buay getting ﬁhe College, boith bulldings and
classes, well started, th:t he had not found time to have o maet ing
of shareholders to set up the comstitution of the Collegss Ous nows-
paper of the day, while gommending the work "of an exceoadingly zeslous
and long~headed minister of tie !resbyterisn Kirk" suggested that
a libersl and constitutional menagement be establishsi. "But is it
to be concelvad that the public will take an intorest ruch less
shares in a colloge where ane man, self-deputed, however zealous,
however learned, howevsr upright, is to have the whole and sole con-
trol over the masters, the pupils, the system of instruection, the
funds, all of which conern the shareholders individually and the
public at 1arga.“15 A woek later, on December 23, 1331, a meeting
of the shareholders was held at ¥r. Underwood's buildings, Church
{11, and the detzils of the School orgenization were considered.

4t that meeting the Colloge was officislly launched. Tho organiza-

tion of the College was pructicnlly ldentiezl with the original schome

which Lang had drawn up at least as early as larch,1326. There were
o be four departments in the schoolt

1e 'n TUnglish department or slemeatary School ~ to include

Faglish grammar and composition, elocution, history, geography, etec.

2¢ 4 writing or Mercantile department for writing, arithmetie,
bookkeeping, cte.

3. A classical dspartment for the Latin and Groek Languages.

4, . mathematics and physical department for rmathematics and natural

philogophy. It was jlanned to give from time to time o course

15 The Austrslian, 16 Decamber, 1831
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of public lectures of some of thewse subjects.

To teach in his collego Lang had chosen three Licentintes of
the Church of Scotland, who had travelied out with him on the "Stirling
Castle.”’ The Hev. Henry Carmichael A.Y. was to tuke the Classiesl
Department, the Rev. William Pinkerton the UWnglish, and the Rev. John
Aanderston the Yercantile. All of these men had b%en well recommended
by Unlversity Authorities in Scotland. The fourth master was “a
gentleman, of literary and scientific attainments, residing in the

colony."16

This was the Reverend John Yclarvie, 4.7, who had bren
acting as the minister of the Scois Church, tortland Head. o was

to hove charge of the mathematiesl and physical departments, and was
to offer a serics of public lecturses to be held wt the College. It
wao declided at this first meeting that Dr. Lang was to be Frincipal
of the Australian College, without pay and without sn asctive share in
tho Zducation, until "completion of arrangements inio which he has
antered with His Majesty's Goverument st the one hand, and with the
gentelmen undermentioned (the council members) oun the other, for the
establishment of the seid Collsge; as alsc with certain Scotch
mechanicsg «.. on the completion of which arrangemenis hc shall
surrender the said office into the handa of the Gauncil.“17 Another
jtom decided that "there shall bs a priancipal of ths said College,
who shall also be a professor, having the management oi one or othsr
of the departments of educution comprised in ths ingtitution and being
elacted by the Collegs Council.“18 But this privilege never cume

to the Council four the "comploation of arrangements” did act eveatuste

£ill long after tine deceuss of the lollege, and Lang remained Prineipal

16 J.D. Lang - Account of Steps taken i b a

to Egtablishment of ap jeadenicnl College. .8
17 Sydnev Gazette, 29 Qecember, 1831
18 Ibid., 29 Decembe:r, 1331,
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during its lifetime. Nor does it appesr that ho was without Salary,
for the ledger of the Australien College shows that in 1832 ho received
#3850, and in 1833 he had £?;408.19 How much of this was 'salary*

and how much for expenses is not rocorded, but Lang received the monay
from the College finance.

Dr. Lang's plan for the %buildings inecluded a house for each
mustsr Lu charge of a departmeni, each house to allow the asccomodation
of sbout eighty or a hundred boarders, with some elassroom accom-
modation., It was also planned to build a large lecture ball, where
public lectures could be given by some of the Coullege masters. Lang
had some difficulty in having this scheme followed out in fuli, but
finally succeeded in overcoming all the obstucles in his path. The
buildings were located in Jamieson S4reet, Qext to the Scot's Church.
{Today, 1949, none of the buildings remain. The Weutworth Hotel stande
whore the College Lecture Hall was situated, whilc on the other side
of the street most of the land onmce occusied by the ierrace of four
licuscs is now used as a parking lot.)

Announcement of the opening of College for the new yeur appoared
iu the Sydney Guzette from January 3 to Februmry 11, 1832. C(Classes
were to be held again in "r. Underwood's buildings until the College
housss were ready. The announcoment set out the various departments
of the College, tho hours of aitondanee to be from nine a.m. %o three
pems and stated that accommodation would be provided, at a moderate
rote, for a limited number of boarders. "The edueation of the youth

sttending the classical and elementary classes cost £15 a yoar;

19 Lang Papers, Vol.16, ifitehell Library
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boarding in the fumily of one of the heudmasters or professors, costs
230 =ddit ional.”za

Yeantime the work of building was proceeding. Lang had not
lost a day in gettiang on with the task. 7e had written to the Govera-
ment immediately on his return, asking for permission to yuarry stone
under Port Phillip. On 28th October, 1831, this sermission was granted,
and the Town survayer was authoriged to point out the approved place
for quarrying. However, Lang evidently decided to prese his success,
and eleven days later asked for men to quarry the stone. On the 16th
Hovember, 1831, he was informed that “instructions have been given for
the assigmment of the two quarrymen named in the mergin, (Redmond
London and Yartin Brady) to your service for the purpose of ... assist-

ing in the erection of & building for the educstion of youthn"m

Dr. Lang was thus firgt in the field with an neademical institu-
tion which provided not only au clomentary school but slsc a gscondary
or classical education. Though in a hired building, ¢lasses had begun
on Wovember 15, 1831. The King's School, though anacuunced as opening
on January 1, 1832, had not begun operations until January 16,22 under
the leadership of the Rleverond Goorge Innes. Tho King's School at
Parramatta was planned to open on 13th February of that year undar
the Rev. R. Forrest. WMeanwhile the Sydney Colloge was "not at all
so far advanced a8 it ought to be. Yo doubt stoncs and mortar hove

partly douns their work.*%3

20 J.D. Lang - Historieal and Stotistical Aceount of
Hew South Wales, 1837, p.360

21 Lang Pepers, Vol.16, ¥itchell Library

22 Jydney Gagete, 17 Juamuary, 1832

23 The Australian, 16 December, 1831
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It seems clear enough that Lang was jquite justified in
gsotting out to esteblish his own institution. Of the Hydney College
“The Australian” says, "No doubt much exertiom, and & good deal of
good in INTTNDED, but are not the trustzes (as a body) rother supine?
ve« had they been uctively alive {as a body) to the great work of
TDUCATION at what stuge would the Sydney College have been =t this
ou2é

time of day And of the King's School the same paper remarks

that “it seems certain that the course of instruction ~ will be on

High Church, High Tory prineiples. If so, the King's Sehools will

prove unsuitable for the education of the children of letholics and
Diseanters{}prm the Tgtablished Church.”

Dr. Lang had managed to get his College started but the path-
way roughened as he advaenced. His first opposition came from those
who claimed that he had shown & luck of loyalty. Unc asection was the
supporters of the Sydney Collegse. Dr. Lang was nccused of alivmannar
of offences, chief of which that he had literally ‘stolen away* lrom
his Sydney College activities to “ngland, whero ho had gone shead with
his own plans. The manner in which Lang had resigned from the Sydney
College has been deslt with enrlier, and it was cartainly n just cause
of complaint. Lang claimed that his character was eslummiated con-
sistently and widely by his eratwhilc associates, in &ll wmannsr of
meetings, until he himself visited one such meeting, whers, although
he was not allowed to spenk, i least the abuas was stoppsd. n
December 20, 1831, there was published in the Cazette a lotier over
the pen namo of Publius in which it was urged that debates on pro-

cedure should not be allowed to rob ths eolony of tie undoubbted benefits

24 The Augtpalian, 16 December, 1831
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of the Australian College. It was also suggested that Dr. Leny mighs
continue his efforts with ‘rchdeacon Broughton =oud cstablish z jolat
College. .It is quite poassible tkat Dr. Lang himsclf could have buen
the author of this letter in order to prepare the way for a union
with one of the sther ianstitutions. Tarly in Janusry the Sydaay
College authorities received 2 leti{sr from Doctor Laug proposing
goma form of unlon betwsen that College and the Australian College.
At their usual meoting the comilttes mambers exprossed their opinions
on the matter and worse {9 & man opposed to the Doctor's prcpositioh
or any comnection whatever with his institution.“gs

spparently this published report was the first intimation that
the osther comittce members of the Australian College had rsccived
of aay concrete suggestion for unlon, and u«t their mcoting om 208h
January, 1832,7it was resolved to cazll upon ﬁr. Lang For an explanabion

[ 26

of the nature of the communication made by him. Lang, who had
been absent in the country, did not wailt for the suxt meeting to
sxolaine On January 26 thers appesred in the press a long lobtter
from him sotting ouit the devalopwent of this ides Lor union. Lang
clnimed that on his return from Sugland he had bosn approached by a
shareholder of the Sydney Colloge, formerly a comnittce member, suggest-
ing a coalition. Later

‘a wvery aciiva member of the committes of the Sydney

College called repeatedly at my houss $o ascertain

whether such a coalition were practicable ... I la-

timated both in conversatlion and in writing th:t an

incorporating union of the two institutions did not

appear to ma to be at all practicables but thut a
combination of efforts equally advantageous to the

25 Sydpney Gazsite, 14 Junuary, 1832
26 Lenc Papers, Vol.16, Witchell Library.
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colonial public might e offected ufter the institution
with which I have the honcur %o be comnected should
ko eatsblished.” 27

Lang claimed that the idem of a union had boen discussed in a comitice
mooting of the Lustralian College held on Decembar 23, 1531, and that
though nothing was done in the maiter, u {riendly fecling had bscn ex~
pressed. He had walted until the new year's clssses hud been cormenced
anﬁ “conceliving that the Australian College was now pretty

fully establishod" he had “stated in conversation, us well

as in a writton memo which I left with His Honour the

Chisf Justice that ... if the two institutions were

simply to divide the course cof education botwoen thew -

the one for instance %o provide for the Tnglish and

Classical, the other for the marcsntile and mathe~

watical department - more axtensive good might be

gsecured to the community -~ at a comparatively smsll

oxponss and without compromising the iunterest of

aither, or rendering it at all necessary to uunite the

management of thekr funds.” 28

rext day the Australian College committce met and the Doctor

explained the esitustiom as above. lowever he airessed that no pro-
posal for a union had been madc but that "such a proposal had been
gratuitously and, for obvious reasons, inferred."?? The commitiee,
no doubt animated by feeling of independence, und hasteaning to deny
any suggestion that they needed help, decided to ineert in the press
an advertisement disclaiming any such proposal. Im the same day the
annual meeting for the Sydney College had been held znd the sams
mattor discussed. The Sydney Collsge members had the advantage in
that they were discussing a proposal which they c¢luimed had heen made
%o them. Doctor Lang's past actions were again roviowed and 4l ideas

of coalition ware dropped. Dr. Bland had to admit that he was the

27 m&giﬁiﬁs 26 January, 1832
28 Ihid., 26 January, 1832
29 Minutes of meetings, Laung Papers, Vol.16, Yiichell Library.
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"active member of the Sydney College" who ﬁad “repoatedly” vioited
Lang, but he ¢laimed that he had made only two viaits.

It seems clear enough that Lang had been munosuvred into
making another of his tacticzl errors. He had the advastage lute
in 1831 of having funds, workmen, and a good though limited public
opinion behind him. He had nothing to gain at that stage by
suggesting any kind of coalition with the Sydney College. That
College waas s till struggling with its bullding prograrme and had
1ittle to show for its efforts. If he had been wise he would have
takon the adviee of his committce, which he says, at its meeting
in December 1831, deeided to do nothing in the muttsr of union. If
the "very active member of the Sydasy College Cormittee” had teen in
earnest, he could have bcen left Lo make the suggeation to the
Avstralian Collegs Committes. Lang claimsd that the suggestion he
did make was in the nature of a private suggestion and that it did
not represent the fsclings of the jugtralian College Committes.
for did he make © suggestion for union, but merely for un arrangs-
ment concerning fields of sduestion to bs offored. But the fact
romaing that Leng was put in tho position of suppliant, when really
he had the strongo: position wnd had no great bhensfit to guin from the
union. If he thought to soothe the feslings of the SGydney College
Committee by offering them the union, he certainly failed to judge
meny, and by making the suggestion, even a priveis one, he lost much
of the sympathy of his own Committee, for they folt that the Doctor
had almost cut the ground from under their feet. "ur from bettcring
relationshipe between the two colleges Lang had widened the gulf,

and weakened his own hand with his committas,
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A much more serious difficulty in Lang's paihway came from
another of his own tactless actions. Lang's le%ter to Lord Goderich
when wpplying for help in eastablishiang his College contained a list
of accusations against the Church and School Corpor:tion. It seems
clear enough that much of this censure of Lang's arose from his own
decided sectarianism. Lang®s brushes with officialdom in the Colony
and the lack of aympathy evinced towards the rresbyterian Church,
had stroengthened his opposition towards the domination of colonial
affairs by the Chureh of Yngland, which was really not the 'estab-
lished* church iu Australia. But the publication of this letter
wag foolish, to say the least.

Immediately he began to fuel the resulés. The Colonial Fress
had given him a very fair trentment. lils actions hud beon ceriticiszed
ag ara the actions of any public figure. But his eofforts to promote
the settlement of the Coloyy with a gond type of sattler had heen
highly commended, as too had his work in estatlishing an instlitution
for the sducation of the younz. But on the publication of this letier
thore arose a fealing of opposition against him. The Sydney Gazette
took up the cudgels on behalf of the Church of Tnglundand in iis
leadars during the latter part of December 1831, pointed out what it
c¢laoimed were inconsistencios and inaccuracies in Lang's claims. Other
papers, though not as often or as definitely as the Gazette, also
expressed oppostion to Lang®s viewpoint. The Doctor, by one ill-starred
stroke, had lost the asympathy of the Press; a thing he could ill afford.

An instange of this press opposition came a fow moaths later
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in April, 1832. Lang's application to the Government for the use of

a Government quarry and quarrymen has been noted prsviously. n

April 26, 1832,the Sydney Gazette in its leader mentioned thiz us

"no inconsiderable privilege’ and then goes on with a claim "that
atones from that quarry are sold to privite individuals. Wot inm the
name of Dr. Lang, nor in the name of the Australian College, but in
that of 'r. Ferguson, Prineipal Superintendent of works connected
with the institution.” Many other veiled suggestions of malpractice
are seattered through the article. Doctor Lanz wrote in answer o
this accusation, refuting any suggestion of wrongful use of the
privilege given him by the Goverament. Do too did “r. Ferguson, his
superintendent. From the minute book of the Australisn College uunder
date of Sth June, 1832, it is shouwn in itemized accounts that some
stone to the w:lue of £21:15:4 had been sold to Judge Stephen and some
few othors, but that the expsnse of cutting had been £9:1010 and that
it had beenm nacessary for ¥r. Forgugon to pay £6233:0 for some special
stons from another juarry. The transactions had been culte opon and
were reanlly juite in order but the Cazette's suggest ions, though re-~
futed, did not help Lang®s eause in the colony. Such pin pricking could
well ruin sll his plans for the Ausiralian College.

This Press opposition was bad enough, but a greater blow came
with more immediate effact from the reaction of the irchdeacon. Lang
later elaimed that "it never occurred to me that auy remarks I had made
relative $o0 the cheracter and tendency of the Church and School Cor-
poration scheme, wore likely to be construed into a personal attack on

the persons who were accidentally, aand, as I coanceived, unfortunately
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connacted with that system of legalized folly, extravagance, and
injustice. Wy letter however, g ve prodigious offeuce to the Vener=
atle the irchdeacon."3° It would have been strange indeed had such
a geathing attack on the Corporation not given offence to the irch-
deacon. That gentelman at once wrute a long letter to Lord Goderich
on the matter, refuting the criticisws made by Lasg and proteating
vigordously against the finaneinl nelp given for the Austruelian
Gollege. The frchdeacon claimad ithat this hely, ziven after ths
receipt of Lang's letter by Lord Goderich, suggested that Goderich
agreed with the eriticism contained therein. The faet that the srch-
deacon's suggestions for the establishment of the King's Schoosls b&d
bsen delayed in ths Home Government offices through the period whea
Lang was in ¥ngland suecessfully sesking financial ald did not soothe
the irchdescon®s feelings. He forwarded his letter to Lord Godorich
through Acting Governor Lindesay who added in his despateh that Dr.
Lang's indiscretion (to ayply to his eonduct in publishing the letter
in gquestion @ha mildeat term of which it is suscestible) appears to
me so palpable that [ refrain from further eomment on it."31

Lindesay forwarded the deospatch on Hovember 18, 1831, but did
not send a copyod the Archdeacon's letter to Lang"till four days after
tuc vessel in which it was tranamitted to the Sscrebary of State for

the Colonies had sailed for %ngland.“32

30 J.D. Lang, Higtorisal and itatistical Account of
Hew South ¥Wales, Vol.II, p.365 - 1334
31 Historica) Records of sugtralia - Seriss 1, Vol.16, p.453
32 J.D. Lang - Himgorical and Statistic:l azs'.qg.z. of,
New South Wales, Vol.II, p.3565 - 1334
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On receipt of this letier Doctor Long set about justifying his actions.
But this does not meun he was on the defonsive. He attacked the proe-
cedure of forwarding the iArchdeacon's letter to “ngland before he had
seen it, and in his answering letter repeated hie charges of inefficlency
end unwarranted expense against the Corporation.

When Lord Goderich hoard of Doctor Lang's publication of his
lotter he was very annoyed. In a deapatch to Lhe (olouy he explained
in detail the reason for the delay in answering /Archdeacon Brouzhion's
request for aid and claimed that the priority of decision of Lang's
acheme was guito asccidental. He assured the Archdescon of his con-
fidonce ir that gentleman's ‘rectitude ond propriety*, ond concludes
with the rejusst that the Goveror will inform Dr. Lang that "causs
of religious peace and the eofficmcy of religious feelings cunnot ...
be successfully promoted, if those whose duty it is to inculcate the
former, and to cherisn the latter, are ummindful of the sacred ob-
ligations which that duty imposes upon them of spacking charitably
of their neighbours.”33

Heantime the controversy had continued in the colony. Dr.

Lang wrote to the papers, to justify both his sccusations against

tha School Corporation and his sction in ublishing his letter to
Lord Coderich, The Sydney Gezsotte on the other hand carried through
many isoues a detailed study of Lang’s claims, refuting them all.
Perhaps more importsnt, and certulinly as disastrous $o Lung, was the
vote of censure upon him passed by the Legislative Cousncil. The Acch-

deacon was a member of tiae council and evidently decided to use ita

33 Goderich to Bourke, iy 3 1832, Governors' Despatches,
#itchell Library.
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influence on his bohelf. Hs brought the whols matter before the
Council, and on the 15th Yarch, 1832 it wae voted -

“Resolved that 'is Excellency the Covernor be reguested

to communicate the Right Honourable the Secretary of

State the opinion of this Council, that the charges

against the Protestant Episcopal clergy of the Colony,

sontained in the letter addrossed by Dr. Lang to Vis-

count Goderieh, were wifounded and unwarrantable; and

that the publicution of ths same was a highly improper

and censurable anct.” 34
The publleation of this setion in the press of the Colony was a great
blow to Lang, and though he carricd on a campaign to justify hia own
actions and to custigate the actions of the Archdeacon, he was aquite
uncble to regain the approbation of many of his former supporters.

The changod attitude which naturally followed the lowering of

Lang's prestigs was clearly evidenced to him inm the practicul detalls
of building the Colleges It wug hile responsibiliiy to see that funds
ware available to pay the wages of the Scotch mochanics who were at
work on the building. These funds were dependent ou his own parsonal
erodit, and om thoe subscriptlions paid in by the public, for the Gov-
crnment loan wag only to be available according to the amount ralsed
by Lang and his committee. ' ip Lang said, "The opluion of the legis-
lative Council, and the vote of csnsure to which 1t led, were no dead
Jetter to me.” A friend who had sndorsed bills of Lang’s acceptance
to the amount of £1,000 sent nlong a "pressing requisition ... for
tangible security, as my name alone was no longer deoomedsufficient.”
Lang accordingly gavethis friend, Thomus Barker isg., a security on
his own house, bui Mr. Barker immedintely had the house advertissd

for sale. It was eold & fow waeks later “with some building ground

34 fydnov Gazstte, Yarch 17, 1832.



78

adjoining it, for £2,25O."35 The loss of this house was a great blow
to Lang. He "had lald -~ account to live and die in it." (It was
situated ocposite the Scots Church, where Petiy®s Hotel now stands,
and had a wonderful view of the Sydney Harbour, )

Further difficulty arose for the Doctor in the changed attitude
of his Committee. As the tide of public opinlon set in against hin,
8¢ the attitude of the Committee hardencd. There bofore they had boen
willing followers they now asked for more conerste evidence of plans
and procedurss. At times this attitude almost crysiallized into
direct opposition to Lang's schemes. Lang*s original plan had been
to build four housss for the rmaters of the College, but the Comittes
seeing that funds were not coming im as anticipated, decided &c cut
it to two houses, at least for the sturt. At a maeting held on 16th
February, 1332, they also asked that a check be made on the plans and
apceifications to gsee if a further saving could bo mada.36 Lang wrote
%o the comnittes to remonstrute against their decisions but at the
next meeting they re-affirmed their plan "to aceomplish 1f posasible
the ersctiion of two houses only, being satisfied that their funds do
aot admit of more extensive buildings and that there is even no present
necessity for more buildings if there had been funds." Further they
resolved "that no payment can be made on account of such buildings

unt il the property in the ground has become legally vested in the

Australiasn Collega."31 It is evident that Lang hed lost much of his

35 J.D. Lang - Historjcel and Statistlcal lccount of
New South Wales, Vol.II, p.373,4. 1834

36 Lang Papers, Vol.16, ¥itehell Library

37 Ibvid.,
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support in the Committee, and his plans would receive goearching
eriticism before they were adopted.

The question of the ownership of the land, which is referred
to above, became = very vexed one. Lord Godevich had agreed to
authorize the loan of £3,500 for the erection of a college "on a
plece of ground belonging to the Scots Chnmh.“33 Very soon after
his return to the colony, Dr. Leng had written the Colonlal Seeretary
aoking that the "Acting Governor be pleased 4o sanction the trans~
forence of the part of the allotment of ths Scots Church ou which the
proposed buildings are to be erected to sueh other trusteeas as the
subscribers may approve of." Lang explained toc, that “the wvacant
portion of the allotment of the 3cots Chureh having been originally
granted for the erection of s building, & bullding for education of
youth,” this transference was merely to fucllitate the accompl ishment
of that purpose.>’ Bui Lang evidently decided that there might be an
opporiunity to get another plece of land for the Seots Church om the
ground of thelr giving some over to the Australian College. Accord-
ingly he wrote the College Committee offering to transfer the whols
right to the land required “on condition that tho Counecil should
memorialize the Government to grant an allotment of egqual value to the

Seots Church in gsome other plaee..”"o %hether it was this attempt to

38 J.D, Lang - n&mm Statlstical of
Hew South fales, VoleII, p.350 - 1834

319 m Bapers, Vol.10, Mitchell Library

40 ¥inutes of College Counc!.l Yeating, 3 February, 1832,

Lang Paperg, Mitchell Library.
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gain another piece of land uslang the transference to the Collaege as
au excuse, or whether it was antagoniem in the Legislative Counecil,
it is hard to say, but it is evident that the Council was not snxious
to help., All kinds of difficulties were found ian the way.

The College Council had decided they must own the land bafore
advancing their money, and they appointed a doputation to wait on
the Attorney General ito ascertain the steps nccessary. In ¥May 1832,
the trustees of the Scots Church were asked to ssek from the Govorn-
mont an act authorizing tﬁe transfer. 3But ddeys occurred and in
August, 1832, Lang wrote to the Governor pleading for help. "The
chureh trustese had spent money on the Colleze btuildings, the College
Cormittee would not advanece money until they had the laend, the Church
could not grant a mortgege (sccording to the Crows Law officers) and
things seemed to be a stalomote. Lang offered his personal land to
overcome the difficulty. No doubt, much of the dfclay could have been
avoided, but Lang had lost Govermment sympathy end was learning the
power of Govermmsut apathy. It is no wonder thai he wrote, "It almost
drove me to my wits' ende”

However, Lang pressed onm with hie objestive, He was able to
persuade the College Committece that he should be permitted to complete
the original ploan for the College bulldings, and they "resolved that
Pr. Lang be allowed to carry on the building of the [our houses now
crecting at his own risk, the Council not bd ug bound to pay for more
u i

at present than for two houses. It was therefors necessary for

%he Doctor to have money for this work, and he decided to reslize on
some of his property. On 2nd August, 1832, an auction sale was hold

of two building allotments at tha reer of Dr. Lang's private rosidence

41 Vinutes of Australlan College Cormmittee. Lang Popers,
Hitchell Library
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in Clarence ireet. 1In a letter to the Gagette in the next month,
Lang stated that "within the lsst three months I have disposed of
property of my own in the colony to the extent of #£3,518. n2 The
work went on as he had plannod aud in 1834 he said "the portion of
the Australian College Buildings now erected contains a commodious
residenca br cach of the four hemdmasters or professors of the in=
stitution with highly suituble accormodations for not fewer than from
sixty to eighty ’lmem.rclex'a.""‘3 it that time he ¢lzimed that "the
Augirslian College promisces at no distant period to be the first and
the most influential institution for the ecducation of youth in the
Zouthern Hemiephere."
STAFE

Dr. Lang had planned originally that thers shouid ve four
masters in the College, one for e:¢h of the Departmsents. He had
procured three well-recommended men lr Scotland - The Reverend
Henry Carmichael, the Reverend Willlam Finkertos, aad the Reverend
John Anderson - on his visit there in 1331. The fourth master was
to be the Reverend John McGarvis who had come to the Colony a few
years previously. Tach master was 4o rsceive & salary of £100 per
annum with free house renmt, and some fees for board from the pupils
in his house. ‘This arrangement was apparently quite satisfactory to
the masters, for thaoy wrote to the Committee setting out thesz terms.

However, this staff did not operate for wery long. The

Australian College began oporations on November 14, 1831, in a hired

42 Sydpev Gagebte, 22 September, 1832

43 J.D. Lang - Historieul and Statietical Account of
Jlew South Yales, Vol.II, p.381 - 1834

44 Ibid., p.305
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building, and during January, 1832, advertisements appeared in the
press announcing the four departments of work to be offsred. But in
a meeting held on 27th December, 1831, it was decided that in the
early stages of establishing the College the services of ihe Hevereand
e Plinkerton could be dispensed with, at least for 1832, and that he
should be allowed to accept a situation at the Vaitland Presbyterian
Church. Because he had not taught in tie College the committee worse
not prepared to pay his passage money out to the colony, and this
regponsibility fell back on Tr. Lang. The Doctor offersd to bring

out another master from Scotlund 0 replaee Pinkeriom but even this
offer did not produce from the College council the pussage money
roequested. Towards the end of 1332, when discussing staffing plans
for 1833, Lang suggested thut Finkerton remein at “aitland for the
time beling in gpite of the fact that he was not ordained.45 (I his
book Lang seid of his masters that “all were licontiates sf the Church
of Scotland.” )46 Lang planned to ordain Pinkerton for Maitland but
the Rev. YcGarvie refused to co-operate in this ordination and it
became necessary for Pinkerton o come back to the College. Laung was
planning another trip to FEnglund and he arranged that rinkertom should
officiate for him at the Scots Chuich. During lan;'s absence in ting-

land, Pinkerton died. (1834)

45 Letter to Committee, 22 November, 1832 ~ Laps Papers,
¥itehell Llbrary.
46 3.D. Lang - Historicd and Statistical sccount of
New South iales, Vol.II, p.352 - 1034
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During the year 1832 the Presbyterians of Vaon Diemon's Land
decided to establish a church at Launceston and thoy wrote the
follege Council rejuesting them to permit the Rev, John Andersoa to
aceept the minigtry there. Lang mentioned that this work would be
"more econgenial to his (Andersoun's) dispositions and views thdn those
{o which he is eulled «.. in the Australian College."ﬂ The reguest
was therefore zranted and the Rev. Anderson left the College on
1at Jamuary, 1833. Lang was forced to re-arrange his staff for the
coming year. He planned for Carmichael to carry the Classical plus
the Wathematics, with the help of an assistant master - a Yr. Gordon,
a free emigrant just arrived on the "Mountaineer.” Another free
emigrant, “r. ¥illiam Kerr, was to be an assistant to Dr. Lang, who
himsel? was to take the Tnglish School. The wages of the assistants
wero to be fixed by the masterz. Howevor, on the 13t Jamuary, 1833,
the Rev. feGarvie, who had bsen commended by the press in the provious
yoar for his publiec lectures at tho Australlan College, decided ts
jeave to take the ministry of a separate Presbyterian Church at 5%.
Andrevw's, Sydney. This secesslon must have weakonsd the staff wvory
considerably for 1833, particularly as the Doctor himself left the
colony for England in July of that year. He glaimad that his main
purpose was to zet now masters for the College, for of his original
group only Carmichael remained to earry on “with such assistance as
he ecould procure e.ither from his own more advanced puplls, or other-

wise in the colouy."‘s It would not be at all surprising if lang at

47 Lang Papers, Vol.16, ¥itchell Library.

43 J.D. Lang - Eigtoricel and Statistical Account of
_!;I_gg_ SQE&E ,WQOQ, VO].- XI’ P1535 hd f352



84

this time were in the depths of despair about his beloved Colloge.
The outside attacks were enough to bear without hs.vi.ng/sétfgffijénléties.
But in his "History", written during his journey °home' in 1333 Lang
speaks optimistically of the College, stating that “there werse up-
wards of aixty puplils in the classical and slementary clusses when I
left the colony” and that "the coat of education ia the colony has
been greatly reduced by the ostablishment of the iustralian Collegs. w49
Perhaps a truer plcture of the situation was given in an articls
in the "Coloniat" some time later when Lang wrote “the Colonist press
was brought out for the express purpose of reviving aad re-ssigbl ishing
the Australiam College.'”C

Lang returned to the colony towards the end of 1834, bringing
with him two new masters, tho Rev. David McKenzie and the Rev. Robert
Wyldes But a now disappointment awaited him. The Rev. Carmichael,
one of the original group of teachera, had boon very careful tu set
down the conditions on which he took up the appointement $o the
College. He had given himsolf a wide *sssape® clausec that "if at
tho expiration of threes years ... the Institution should not corres-
pond either in point of emolument or of respectablility with the
prospect which you have held out to me in both these respecis and with
my own reasonable expectations, then ... I shall be entitled to a free
passage for myself and family o Zagland, should [ desire to roturn

hcme."51 He now decided to resign, and claimaed £200 as his passage

49 J.D. Lang - Hishorica) and Statistical iccount of
Nz South 7ales, Vol.II, p.381 - 1834
51 Lettor dated 25 January, 1831, Lang Papers, Vol.16,

Mitchalllibrary.
50 TIhe Golenist, 11 February, 1836.
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money $o Zngland. The College Couneil, guided no dsubt by Leng,
decided not to pay this on two grounds - one, that the College was
proceeding juite satisfactorily snd that Carmiehacl hed ne cause for
complaint, and two, that the arrangoment was that the passage home
be paid, whereas Carmichael did not intend going to Tngland.
Carmichasl aecordingly left at t he end of 1834, but he man-
aged to take n large mumber of studenis with bim to hia new veniurs,
a Hormal School, in Sydney, Lang's two new teachers had the opport-
unity of starting afresh but the episode did not end thore. For some
years there was waged = verbal battle through the Press between
Carmichael and Lang, and this could not help either man overmuch,
though Lang dld seem to have the better cause. For the next three
years the College was able to grow quite well and by the end of 1837
the enrolment had grown from 12 {0 92. In 1836, the seeond year under
Wylde and YcKenzis, the fees collected amounted to 2509, and each man
recoived 2162 in wages and cmissiam.52 In 1833 the prospects wers
oven better, for "such has been {he succosg of the imstitution that
it is now able, not only 4o pay all salarles and other curreni ex-
penges from its ordinary roveinue, and to afford a bounty of sight
per cent to the shareholders, in & reduced r:te of sdueation, but to
leave a considerable balance this year in the hands of the treasurer. *53
Early in 1836 an invitation had been gent home to the Rev. Thomas

Adtken to come out to join the staff;, and ¥r. Noble, a puroehial

52 Australian College Account. Lang Papers, Mitchell Library
53 Maclehose - Bigture of Sydney and Stramger's Guide in
Now South ¥ales. p.110
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schoolmaster from Scotland had also bsen engaged. Speesial masters
hed been introdused in the persons of Wr. Evane, Irawing; and
tonsieur Duvauchelle, ?‘remh.s‘ %With this staff, and a growing
sarolment, the suceess of the College seemed assured.

Nevertholess a new form of trouble came o the fmatmlian
College soon affer. Dr. Lang had sot out on his fifth journey
home to England in January 1839, and included e visit to Zmerica.
D his return in Yarch, 1841, ho found that the College had almost
disintegratod. There had been a boom in squatting in the Colony
during his sboenee snd the three masters of the Australian College
had fallen to the "shesp and cattle mania” of the time., They had
lauvested their monsy in land and stock and had aciyuired gquite
extensive pastorsl inmterests. The Rev. Yackenzls had managed to
build up quite large holdings on the Namol and Murray Rivers and
Lang elaimed that he had been "sbscnt three months tagethar,viaiiing
his stations while the institution was left to toke its chance."”
One of the masters hed even bought land in New Zoalamd. It is not
surpriscing "when teams of bullecks, bringing down wool, hides, and
horses from the remote interior, und taking up supplies of flour,
tea and sugar, being regularly seen from time to time In front of
the college bnildings,"ss that parents began to lose eonfidence in
the institution. The school fell away considerably and Lang was

forced to take drastic measures. Howsver, the masters appareutly

;; The Colonist, 11 February, 1836
J.D. Lang - Hlstoriecal and Stapistical Agcount
New South Wales, 1952 - %1*11, p. 53%,2

56 Ibid.
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had some agreemont concerning notice of dismissal, for Lang, in order
to get rid of them had to buy them out. Thomas Altken was paid
£200 by Lang and he agrsed %o leave the College by 12th February,
18&2.ﬁ Later in that wmonth at a meeting of the Trustees of the
Seots Chureh it was decided that Wylde and Mackenzlis should continue
and that Dr. Lang should obtain another master. Ividently Lang thought
the situation could be retrieved, but the two mosters were too far
involved with their squatting to retura their minds to teaching, and
in 1843 Leng was “"obliged to pay them £400 to give up their con~
nection with it altogether that the bulldings might be completed and
turned to account in some other way. w58 Tﬁia anded the first period
of the College activiti.
BEPAYMENT OF THE 1,O0AN

The ecircumstances surrounding the granting of s loan to the
Auptralian College have been detailed above, and some mention made
of the difficulties sncountered in gs%tiug the money from the New
South Wales Govermment. Theras was some confusion over the ownership
of the land on which the College was built, but it appears that the
main difficulty was Lang®s lack of influence to oil the machinery of
the govormment, Lang bad offered to transfer ths “cots Chureh holding
in the land of the College, but he had made the condition that an
equivalent pleece of land be given to the Scots Church somewhere clse.

This condition, or this request of Lang was evidently trying ¢o get

57 Lang Papers. Vol.16, Hitchell Library
53 Letter from J.D. Lang $o Colonial Secrciary on 17 HWovember,
1859, Yitchell Library.
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as much land out of the Government as possible. This idea was not
original with Lang, but the opposition in govermnment circles to his
activities was able to use this appliecation against him. W%hon an
altsration has been made in Jamieson Street, an exchange of land was
arrangod between Sir John Jamieson mand the trustees of the Scots Church,
but when the conweyance was drawn up it vas made absolute 1o Lang.
Rusden claims that "to meke himself more completely master of the
situation, Lang caused the buildings (Australian College) to Le erected
partly on land which was conveyed to him persomlly.“59 Howevor, the
Legislative Council, in the very meeting in which it had pessed a

vote on cemsure on Lang, pasced an act making the £2,000 available

as the promoters spent momey on the building.ée

Host of this money
had been paid out during 1832 and early in 1833 for in June, 1833,the
Golonial Gecretary reqmested that before the £500 necessary to gomplete
the loan be paid, the Colonial Architect be allowed to inspect the
buildings.

Lang continued with this request for equivulent lard for the
Seots Church fight up to 1837, changing it to the idea that the leota
Chureh should buy crowa land and receive a rebats on the cost to the
value of the land given to¢ the iustralian Collge. In June, 1835, the
Bustralian College had petitionsd the Couneil for a grant of £100 per

amnum for its two profeuors.“ Whils in Scotland in 1837 Lang wrote

59 G.%. -Rusden - History of fx lia, Vol.II. p.154
60 Sydnev Gazette, 17 Mmh, 1832-
61 Lang Papers, Vol.16, Vitchell Library.
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to the Secretary of State for the Colonies concerning the ragueat of
land and also asked for a grant of £400 per annum for the College
profossors. The reply reccived by Lang from Downing Street stated

that Lord Glenelg would “"refer the application (re the 2400) $o ithe
Governor of New South Vales with the racommendat ion that if it appears
to him that the College will prove an effectivc instrument of diffusing
among the colonists a liberal education ... your proposition should be
submitted to the favourable sonsideration of the Council." Kegarding
the application for a grant of lawmi, the reply stated thut tho original
correspondence of 1831 had teen studied and it was ascertained that the
agreement then made had been thet the Australian College should be

built on land ‘eeded for that purpose by the Scois Church."” Ths reguest
therefore could not be ullowede “Lord Glenelg ie, however, most anxious
to extend, as far as possible, the means of useful instruetion and edu-
cat ion in the Colony, and, for :his purvose, to give every proper en~
couragement to the efforts of private individuals to advance this import-
ant object. His Lordship will therefore be prepared to recommend to
tho couneil of Hew South Wales with the conmcurrence of the Lords Com-
missioncrs of the Treasury to sanction the remission of a portion of the
loan advanced from the Colonial Treasury in 1831 for the Australian
College, if on reference to ths Zovernor of New South Yales it should
appear that the College, is calculated to be of extensive public benefit
to the Colony, and if no ygl}ed otjection should be {ound to exisi {o
cuch an indulgence. The amount o be remitted must also depend on the

reforence to the Governor:92

62 Letter from Lord Glenslg to Lamg, 30 January, 1837.
Lang Papers, Mitchell Jibraby.
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The Doctor probably considered this but partial success, for the
fulfilment rested on the Colonial authorities. When he applied to the
Governor of Hew South Wales for the salaries for the masters the rejuest
was refuseds And when the College loan was coansidered he was informed
by the Secretary to the Council, "r. Deas Thomson, that "Sir Geurge
Girey®s letter ... holds out the hope of a portion of the loan alluded
to being remiited ... but of z portion only and the amount of that
portion is left to be fixed.“63 Lang must have been forced to realize
what passive resistance by the govermmemt could do, and no doubt Lang's
opponents in goverument cireles gloated on their powsr. (Desus Thomson
was a gson~in-law of Governor Bourke whose educ:tional scheme had been
80 strenuously opposed by Lang. e could not be expected to foster
Lang*s requests) A committece of the Legislative Couucil was formed
to investig:te the mattér, and Lang was asked to appear before it for
examination. Just previously Lang had mortgaged the land on which
the two lower houses were bull%, Rusden claiming that thie was done
mersely to confuse the situatlion concerning the ownership of the College
buildings.

Lang evidently thought it would be wise to marshal his own
supporters and he was able to have the Trustees of the Scots Church make
a report on the pecuniary affairs of the Australian College. Ii seems
likely that thesc trustees wers condueting the affuirs of the College.
The report druwn up on Joptembor 29, 1841 was very favourable to Lang.

It outlined the history of tne College buildings, and cstimated the

63 Letter to Lang from Colonial Secretary, 30 April, 1821,
lane Paperp, Vol.16, Hitchell Library.
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total cost to have been £10,067:1810, made up by the

Government £3,500
Sharsholders 1,850
Jurplus fees 240
Dr. Lang 4,4T1:18:0.

In view of this the report stated:

"it 1is equitable and jJust that, as two of the four

buildings have been erected entirely by Dr. Laug, and

have cost him together with the grounds they necupy

not lese than £2,238:19:0 eaeh, Dr. Lang should be

confimmed in the possession of the two lower build-

inge in satisfaction of his claims, the Govornment

and the shareholders having cvidently no elaim in

equity to move the two of the buildings." 64

However, the Gelect Committee recommended thot the loan of

£520 due from the Scots Church under an agreement of 1833 should be
remitted, and that stope should be taken to “secure Lo the Australian
College the posseseion of the grounds and buildings which were orig-
innlly intended to be appended to that institution."® Lang received
notice that the Speelal Committec did not recommend the remission of the
dett and he was asked for repayment of the loan of £3,500, pius interest
at 8{ since 1836. It was unfortunate for Lang that the Committee did
their iavectigating at a time when the actions of the masters had caused
the College to luse public favour and when the masters thomselves had
to be dismissed. Lang was told on the 23rd Docember, 1841, that "His
Txcellency has only ons course to pursue - $5 forecloss ~ in 14 dayn."66
Lang of course, had othor idews, and the case wout to court. Lang

claimed during the aetion that Sir George Grey had $o0ld him in 1337

64 Report of Trustees. Lanmg Papers, Mitchcll Library

65 G.W. Rusden - ﬂmi_mgg__{g_ﬂg% Yol.II, p.156
66 Lang Papers, Yol.l6, ¥itchell Library.
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that the Government was willing to cancel the Ausiralian College loan
if Lang wished it, but Lang "deemed it so utterly inconceivadle that
the Local Government would over aet as they actually did in the matter
that I took no setion in the c¢nse und lost the oﬁportunity." “The pro-
seeut lon lasted for several years (until 1845) end cost me a lurge
amount for the defence. But I succeeded at lamt in defeating Sir George
and his myrmidons sven in their own courts of i.am“év

During thiec legal battle, which on the part of the defonce was
a process of finding flaws in the Government case, the College was almost
out of action. After the dismlssal of his "clerical drovers" his
College muat have been on sn enforced vacation. From this period until
1850 it can be said that the College did not exist as an educational
force. Apparently there were some classes being conducted by Fraacis
fdmond and Robert Horniman, bui they were but token e¢lasses and Lang
had to make new plans for the future.

Tn 1843 Lang introduced into the Legislative Councll a motion
on education onc¢ clause of which suggested that academieal institutions
of o certain standard be given state support. HKe- obvioualy had in mind
the Australisn College, but he wes not able to press home his claim
just then. Ho set out in 1846 ou his sixth Journey to Inglend and
one of his objects in doing so was "to obtain the x'eiquinit.é nioamz of
roviving it (the Collage)."S® oOm his return in Yareh 1850, he had with
him two masters - Rev. William Ridley for the Classical Dopariment,
and Rev., Yattiak Goethe for “mthematics and Modern Languages., With

67 J.D. Lang - Historieal snd Statistiesl Account of
How South Fales, 1875, Vol.II, p.378
68 Ibide, p-544 - 1852,
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thess two gentlemen, along with the Rev. Bazillai Quaife who was
alresdy im the Colony, Dr. Lang attempied to rovive the Austrolianm
College, re-opening it for the third time on 1st ipril, 1850. Dr.

Lang had brought out with him from Scotland a2 number of candidates

for the ministry, who were im various stages of their education. With
thess as a nucleus the College grew to a limited axztent, but as thoy
finished their course they were ordained for service in ministerial work
in the e¢olony. By eurly 1851 Lang found that “the want of studente

on tha one hand, in consequenco of the general sxcitement of the period,
and the want of funds on the cathe«r"é?iemnn&e& thai he raduce his staff,
It was "suggested to him by his friend and brother Yr. Ridley that his
services migat be dispensed with ... and he might in the meantime oeccupy
ong¢ or other of ihe stations opsn to ministers of their convietion in

70

the interior. Consequently on the 2nd ipril, 35?, ¥r., Ridloy was
sottled in the country to care Lur the flock at Dungog and Stroud.

Lang claimed in 1852 that “there is now ne doubt of the institutiom
mairtaining an important position in the colony as c¢r educational
satablisiment of the highest ordar,*’ﬁ but this prophecy was not fulfilled.
The Univeraity 4Act of 1850 had made provision for the establishment of
Aftiliated Colleges, and Lang hoped %o realise hig old ambition of ralsing
the status of the Austrclian Collsge to a Universiiy Collge. But Lang's

hopes were not to be realized. The College was not able o regain its

old vigour and in 1854 Lang gave up the struggle nad closed its doors.

69 J.D. Lang - Mmmw;wﬁ
New S vales - 1852, Vol.II, p.544

70 ZThe Presg - 7 ¥ay, 1851.

71 J.D. Lang - M__gg Steatisticul Account of
Hew South Yelem, - 1852, Vol. 1I, p.544



There is no doubt that Dr. Lang's favourite edueatiomal scheme
eoncerned the establishment of a College to give secondary, and later
tertiary oducation. But this did not prevent him showing a strong
procticsl interest in elementary cducation. He recognised the need of
schools whileh would undertake the aducation and moral guidance of child-
ren from the age of 8§ years on. The early records sbound with refer-
ences $o the noed for such sehools to ksep young chiliren away from
the morul degeneracy that came of rumning wild in the Lown without let
or hindrance.

Dr. Lang®s energies in the late twentiocs und early thirties were
mainly directed to the establishmemt of the Australian Uollege, but in
1828 he made a definite atiempt for primary eduestion. Lang had been
sucgessful in obtaining some government assistance for Presbyterian
ministers brought out to ths colony und he now wished to get help for
education 'n commection with the Secote Churchess It is not surprising .
that Lung should base his ideas on his experience in the sducation of
Seotland, and he decided that the parish schools of Scotland would serve
a8 good models for sehéols in New South Wales. A petition from Lang and
the Presbyterian Chureh wss forwarded to the Governor asking for Govern-

ment aseistance to pay the salary of a schoolmaster of a school to be
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1

established on tie plan of the Parish schools of Bgotland., This

request was referred to Ingland but was rejected by the Home Government

in the next year.2

Again in June, 1333, Lang with two other Presbytoerians, John
Cleland and Thomas Thomson wrote a memorial to Governor Bourke pointing
out the weakness of elomentary educstion in the colony and suggesting
"that it would bs highly desirable for the Presbyterians of the eolony
as well as generally bemeficisl if a school on the plam of the parish
schools of Scotland could be formed in comncetion with every Presbyterian

3

congregation throughout the territory.” The main purpose, of courss,
wos to gain financial assistance in this project and the memorial asked
that the proposed schools be supported "in part by a small selary for

the schoolmaster from the Colouial Reveuue, and partly by moderate fees

o4 The ‘small salary’ recommended was 225 to £50 per

from the puplls.
annum. The request wen® home to Lord Stanley, who promised to consider
the matter when he had had opportunity of comsulting with Archdescon
Broughton, who et that time (1834) was in Fnglsnd. But apparently nothing
had been done by the next year for im Yay, 1835 snother memorisl was
written on the subject, this time from the Presvytery of New South Wales.
This covered practically the sams material, but ussd os an added argu-
ment for Govermment assistance "the liberalfy already evinced by Your
Txselleney and the Legislative Council in furtherznce of a aimilar

objeet towards the ¥piacopal and Roman Catholic communions of the Golany".g

Historieal Records of Australia, Series 1, Vol.14, p.396
Ibid., ».707 Yurray to Darling, April 1829.

mg__a s v01011, p-i‘és.
Ihid. ;
Laug Pepers, Vol.16, 'itchell Library.
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The Govermpent finally decided to give some help for these
Progsbyterian elementary schools, and even went so far as to provide
passage money for teachers. Dr. Lang had manazed {0 muke arrengemsnte
with the great Scottish educationalist, David Stow, to chooss from
the Glasgow Tducational Society sultuble teachers who would be willing
to coms to the now colony. Lord Glenelg wrote Governor Bourke that

*in order to prevent the delay which would nocessarily

be incurred by waiting a reply ... I have intimated hy

readinese to direct an allowance of £60 to be made to

a limited number of Schoolmasters who have baon care~

fully selected by the Glaagow Edueat ional Soclety ...

The number igs at present 16 - wvho will proceed to New

South VWales - with a due proportion to Van Dieman's

Land." 6
This allowance was juite a generous one, for Lang found that "eabin
passage for each could be procured for 235, leaving £25 to each of

ol

the urmarried Schoolmasters for his outfit. Lang had given his
guarantee to do all in his powor to see that the undertaking should

be carried out and it was agreed by the teachers that if the chosen
men Fziled to take uy positions as teachers they would repay the
passage money. Dr. Lang vas anxlous to get as much help as possible
for the new teachors and had ordered school apparatus for both Infant
and Juvenlile schools, to be ment out by the Glasgow “ducational Soclety
as gpecimens for the local teachers to c;:)pgn8

Tt was in 1836 that the grest comtroversy concerning general

eduention was raging beecause of CGovornor Bourke's plans to copy the

6 gm; Despstehes. Mitchell Library, Glenelg to Bourke
4 July, 1837. ;

7 Laog Papers, Vol.16, “itehell Library.

8 Ibid.
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Irish System. Lang was prominent in the opposition to this scheme,
and used his paper with telling effect. At the same time he was
endeavouring to foster education by obtaining aid for his “parish
schools.” When the teachers from Scotland arrived Lang allocated
them to the various Presbyterian churches and arranged that a loecal
board under the direction of the minister should raise funds for the
teacher given them. There is a copy in Lang®s papers of a subseription
1ist showing an cmount of £103s 136 in fovour of ™r. Joseph Sproul.
The amount gathered is certified by the Minister, C. itchison., These
subseription liste were to be drawn up every yoar and the Govermment
payment waz made when it was evident that the psople wers willing to
help support the teacher.

Lang had gucceeded in obtaining financial aid for his ministers,
and now for temchers in Schools connected with the I'regbyterian Churches.
He had found the Governmenmt willing to grant land for the purpose of
eracting churches and he now began spplying for land for educational
purposes. "I beg to add that the allotment solicited near the Corn
“arket in the Town of Sydmey is intended for the erection of a normal
and Infant School - in connection with the new Presbyltery now forming

in thet part of the tm."’

He begun the practico whieh was continued
by 811 sections of the Fresbyterian church, of upplying fosr school
land as separate from the church grant, and the recorde show that the
Govermment was juite liberal in amceceding to thess requests.

After 1836 when it was decided to continue the denominational

responsibility for schools and up to 1841 "there were 46 schools

9 Lang Papers, Vol.II, p.13. Witchell Library
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astablished (6 Anglican, 17 Roman Catholic, 20 Presbyterian, 3 Metho-
dist) upon tho half-and-half pri’nciple.“m In visw of tho comparatively
low percentage of rresbyterians in the Colony {in 1351 it waa approx-
imately 107) it is obvious thut this group was excsedingly setive in
setting up schools. To Lang wust be given much of the credit for this
omphasis on education. It is interesting to note also, as an indication
of Presbyterian sducational activity, that in 1851 when the allocation
of funds from the BSenominational Board was eonsidored two plans wers
suggested, one based on gemeral populatiom, one on scholars. In ths
former the Presbyterians would have received just over 10% of the &£3,350
available, or £850, but on the basis of scholars, the zamount would be
gloser to 20% or &1 ,543-" But when in 1848 a system of dual control
wag established im education, Lang, who had so strongly advocated the
adoption of a nationsl syatem, apparently advised the ehureh schools in
his synod to apply to be acesptoed by the National Board. There are
several letters im his papers from the National “ducation Board in
anawer to his requests to have Presbyterian Church Sehools accepted
ae non-vested schools under the char(!.12
Another venture for elementary eduecation inm which Dr. Lang was
intersgted was the Australien School Society. This Society has been
mentioned earlier in this paper with referencs to the religious train-

ing specified in its scheme of operotions., It wac really a branch of

10 S.M. Smith - Brief Higtory of Idueation in justralia. p.65
1% G.W. Rusden - M_;Zm ___m
12 Lang Paperg, Vol.16, Mitchell Library.
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the British and Foreign Soclety formed in Wngland in 1805 to foster
the monitorial educational scheme introduced by Joseph Lancaster in
London. "The sehools of the British and Foreign School Society were
religious but undenominational, the Bible was read regularly, béf
denominational catechisms were strictly exclndedo“13 Dr. Lang was
guite in harmony with the princisles of religious cducation advocated
by this society and right from ths start he took s prominent part in
its establishment. He was appointed a member of the committee formed
to control the vantnre,‘4 and through the pagos of his paper he did
his utmost to muke it a success. The society sset up both a boys®
school and a girls® school and in Juns, 1836, applisd to Governor
Bourke for finaneial aid similar o that afforded to the Anglican
~éa'rochial schoola, "but Bourke appears to have regarded tho new soclely
as a political move by his opponsuts, and did not give the veature
his aupport.”15 However, when Bourke decided to set up his general
system of education in part, he planned to continue aid to the
Denominmtional Schools, and he gave & grant to the Austrelian School

16

Soeiety. An gpplication for land in 1837 was also approved by the
Gavernor," and finaucisl =id was continued until "the discontinuance

of the school, 31st Degember, 184218

¢ 13 5.0, Smith - Brief Mistory of /ustralinn Iducation, p.5S
14 Colonist, 19 Febrmary, 1835
15 C.C. Linz - Isteblishment of a National Hvstem, p.22
16 Colonimt, 14 July, 1836

. 17 Ibid., 12 January, 1837

X 18 S-ﬁﬂ\Smith = Brief History of Australisn Zdueation, p.58.
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Pr. Lang was also the instigator of an attempt to establish a
Presbyterian Orphan School in Sydney. Lang made many refecrences 4o
the exclusive control of the Orphan School by the Pstablished Church
and evidently thought a Presbyterian Orphan fichool would bs the best
remody for the situation. Late in 1841 it wus decided to establish this
new school and alreudy there was & group of 78 children to be cared for.
But the venture falled moinly besause of the lack of financial support,
and the children were ds.tn:amiedu19

One other effort, apparontly for primary education, waa made by
Lang at the same perlod. The Australien College had been neglected by
its staff during Lang's absence from justralie, 10339-1841, and Lang visited
in the South solieiting funds. He proposed estaclishing a Presbyterisn
Bdueationnl Soclety, apparently for primary odueation for its first aim
was "40 supply meana of preliminary education in Freparatory Sehool in
Sydney of promising youths who may be candidates for ‘resbyterian

20 peidently Lang planned to establish tho school in commection

ministry.
with the Australiasn College, but the funds did not flow in as expected
and the experiment was not tried.

Thers is sufficient evidence in these efforts o Lang to show
that his interest in education wes neither unbalanced nror impractical.
His aim was to establish schools of all types %o sorve all sections of

$he community.

19 Colonlsl Obseryer, 25 ey, 1842
20 Lang Papers, Vol.16, 'iitchell Library.
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JHE NATIONAL SYSTEM

Although Governor Bourke had been able to have his proposals
for general education accepted by eight votes to four in the Couneil,
he did not feel justifled, in viow of the cbvious public antagonism,

to carry on with his plans.

“The omly steps taken by Richard Bourke towards carrying

out his views were the ontering into a contrast for the

srection of » schoolhouse at Wollongong, and the applica=~

tion of 17th June, 1837 to Lord Glenelg for persons to be

gent out to the Colony, who might be -capable of condueting

a normal school for the instruction of tenchers.” 1
Governor Gipps took office on 24th February, 1838, and a few months
later, when asking for the Council wvote for school support, gave in-
dicotion that he was not satisfied with the existing method of sdueational
administration. In his opening speech to the Couuncil in the next year,
1839, he gawvs chief place to Tduoation. He surprised the colony by
recommending, not the Irish System, but that of tho British and Foreign
Society. He explained that "the plan vhich was intonded by my pre-
decessor to comprehsnd all denominations being abandoned, I fall back
upon the one which I consider next desirable, that which shall comprehend

the greatest number posaibla‘"z

In his elaboration of the scheme a few weeks laterzaﬁipps gave

1 Governor Gipps to Lord Hormanby, 9 December, 1839,
Governorg® Despatches, Mitchell Library.

2 Governor's “inute, Sydney Mornming Herald, 26 July, 1839
28 Ibid., 27 August, 1839.
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dotalls of the suggested allocation of Government Aid. The Protestant
groups were to bo combined inm sehools of the British and Foreign Soclety
type, the non-Romen Catholic denominational schosls were to reeaive
some support but with rigid conditions and limitations, while the
Homan Cutholics wore to be given extended State support for their own
schools. The Governor's spesch wag a particularly able one, but it
did not sway the Council. Led by Bishop Broughton, & majority of the
membors spoke against theresolutions. The main objection was the speeial
ireatment which the Governor thought necessary for the Romen Catholics.
Gipps did not allow the motion tu go to a vote, because he felt that
with such opposition, he could not hope for success in the scheme.
During this episode Doetor Lang was away from Australia on his
fifth trip home to Fngland. Ho did not return uniil ¥arch 1841, when
be found that his College had suffesred because of the masters' interest
in pastoral pursuits. Iz that year Lang again decided to publish a
newspaper, and soon “The Coloniml Observer” was in action. Lang used
the opportunity this medium afforded him to bring his views on edu-
cation before the publiece Lang had been one of the prime movers in
the npposition to Governor Bourke's scheme, and with the aid of his
paper had wielded great influense in moulding public opinion. But in
1837 he had visited Dublin and had examined the working of the Irish
Jystem for himself. This had resulted in "a compiete changs of opinion
as to the propriety of the course I had token on the question of general

education in New South Wales.”3 oOn his return from that visit Lang had

3 J.D. Lang - Historigsl and Statigtical jccount of
New South Fales, 1875 ~ Vol.Il, p.358
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published his chonged viewpoint, end had again used his newspaper to
spread his views. Ag the weaknesses of the Denominationel system began
to show in an increase of schoola and expense without a corresponding
spread of educational faecilities, Lang continued to urge that the Irish
System be tried. He admitted that it was not ideal, but it wes, he
c¢claimed, the only system to use if a combined mothod was to be adopted.
And he was certain of the weaknesases of the denominntional system.

whon Governor Giups introduced his scheme, the Presbyterians
did not join irn with ths opposition against it, CGlipps claimed that
this wag atiributable "to the fact of their having, since 1336, had the
prospect opened to them of obtaining separate schools for themaelven."‘
But Lang®s various attacks on the denominational system both before and
aftor thot time show that Gipps had not gauged Fresbyberian opinion
arighte Lang was over a fighter for his own ghureh in eompetition
with others, but it cannot be said,with any justies thet he would
sacrifice the national good for the advancement of his church. ¥hen
Leng hed been planning to help ssiecblish a College he had joined hesrtily
with the Sydney Grammar School group whose plan stated thet “the insti-
tution be available to all parties, of whatover religlous persuasion,
and that no relizious book be used, by authority, except the 0ld aad
Now Teostament without note or comment." And it wae this scheme, the
British and Foreign Society Scheme, whieh Lang advocated when oppooing
Sir Richard Bourke's proposals, but he had ehanged his view after visiting
Dublin, and was man enough to admit it.

4 Gipps to Lord tormanby, 9 Docember, 1839,
Governmors' Despagehop, itchell Library.
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On Lang®s return from abroad in Yarch, 1841, he was confronted
with many difficulties in his own College. His masters had becoms
interested in othor pursuits, the enrolment had falien and the College
was certainly not developing as Lang had every rensonm to hops it wauld.s
Yany men would have been go disgcouraged at these persomsl problems
that they would have basen glad 4o leuve education very much alone.

But Lang was too zealous to be disecoursged by his own difficulfies
and in the first edition o7 hls newspaper he gave much of the spuce
to an article on edueation. TFor the next few yesrs “The Colonial
Obscrver” under lang's hand, oftem featured the cducational problems
In New South ¥nles.

In an attempt to improve the educational situation, regulations

were isgued late in 1841 limiting the aid to be given to schools, yet
introducing a scale whereby hecd-money in townsof small population
»as increased. Inspectors wersc appéinted to "wutch over the finuncial
and not the educationsl business of the school - but they will report
generally on the way in which each school may appear to them {o be
managed“é These regulations did effect economies in school support,
but did not solve any of the problems in the s ystem.

This halfhearted attack on the educational problem was attacked
by Lang in an article heuded "The Penmy Bducation’. He eriticized the
amount of the aid given, "ons psuuy per day for sach child of poor

parents in towns of which the population exceeds 2,000 souls. In towns

5 Government Sagette, “eptember, 1842
6 Ibid.
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and villages of a smaller population the allowance is to be Tid. per
day, and if thers should be no other school resciving Covernment aid
within 5 miles that allowance iz to be extended to 1id.3" and rates
it as 8 "niggardly arrangement uttorly unworthy of & gonerous Govern-
ment,“a Lang particularly objocted to the authority given to Police
lagistrates or their constablon, "to declare whother such and sueh
pareuts are entitled to have thair children educsnted in any respsct
at the expense oL the atate“,9 claiming that such an arrangement was
far too liable to abuses. Howsvor, Lang admitted that Gipps was well
disposed towards the establishment of some general sysiem of edusution,
and he suggested that perhapa ths Governor was “gradually curtailing
und stopping tho supplles” to bring all the antagonists of a general
gystem to their senses. He recommended to ths Governor the YNdueational
System of Van Diemen's Land, where the British aund Foreign System had
boen introduced.

Throughout 1842 Lang referred again and sgain to the need lor
a general system of education im dustralia, attacking thoge who opposed
it @8 beinz guilty of “too much ssetarianism, of a pesculiarly narrow-
minded and exclusive . chaructmr.“’o He claimed that the only hope of
the introduction of such a general system lay im & roform of the Legis-

lative Couneil so that the sstablished Chureh authorities could be

1 Colonial Obaerver, 13 January, 1842
8 Ibid.

9 Ibid.
10 Ibid., 20 April, 1342.
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divested of soms of their influence.

The year 1843 was an important one in Austyalisn history for
iIn thuot year the Legislative Council was given a new status, long
doaired by the poople. It was to.be two-thirds clected by the people,
and it was to formulate Goverament policy, subject to a kind of Govern=
or's veto. Doetor Lang was chosen a member for Port Fhillip im this
first eleeted Council. In the month after its {irat maetling he gave
notice of motion of a scries of resolutlions designed $o set up a
uniform system of education in the Colony. These resolutions wers
quite eomprehensive and practical, and represeated an honest attempt
to set up a system which would ba/%gz.general good of the colony.
The notice in the Froceedings of the Legislative Council, 28th September
1843, shows Dr., Lang %o move =

1. “That 1t is the duty of Governmont to make guitable and adeguate
provision for ihe genersl education of the poople”

2., "That the Fducation System at presont in operatiom in thia
Colony, in the form of denominational schoéls, supported in
part from the rublic¢ Treasury, ls totully inadejuate to meet
the wants of the colony ~ and likely to eatal a heavy and in-
$olerable burden on the community"

3. "That all assistance from State to thess sghools should cease
"and that all schools to bs supported by the Treasury, should
heuceforth be estublished on a comprehensive model, and be
placed undexr immediate supervision of the Govermment.”

4. "That in all schools to be supported by the State, the Holy
Scriptures, in the authoriszed version, shall be read daily, but
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without note or comment, and that ths business of cuch day
shall be commenced and concluded with the reuding of s form
of prayer to be agreed on beforehand by s Committes of this
Council but that no craed or catechism of auny description
shall be allowed.”

5. The children of Roman Catholics, and the children of Jews,
"shall on no aceount be required to read the authorized version
or the Yew Testament resgpectively.”

6. That Distriet Councile (already formed) should establich
primary schools on this baais, and recoguiss existing aschools
conforming thereto, euch schoolmaster to have house and a
maximum of £50, with permission to charge foes, not oxsseding
§/= per guarter.

T« 1In both Sydney and Welbourne there should be established a
model or training school.

8. The District Council "muy establigh one or more Grammar Schools
in any town or city haviag s population of wnot fewer than
2,000 souls”, the masters to have house, £100 and foouz up to
10/~ psr quarter.

9. That 1t 1s essential to muke provisioca "for the intellectual
truining of the future schoolmssters of the Colony" as well as
for youths who want acadeomieal trainiag.

10. That in establishmont of jcademical institutioms "for this
purpose wherever any rsligious or other tody shall estublish
such a (lollege or institution, provided such College or institu-

tion shall comprise not fevwer than thres Professors, and make
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provizion to the satisfaetion of this council for a curriculum
or course of edusntion extending over not less than three yeors,
in the Languages, thilosophy, and irts, & salary of 2 - per
annum vhall be altowed to each professor, provided the whole
allowance to any such College or inatitutiom shall not exesed

£ - per annum.”

11, That the Orphan Schools should be conducted on the ubove
principles and should no longer be maintained or regarded as
zectarian and denominational establishments.

12. That until esome other muchinery be set uy, all this te handled
by a Committee of thia Couneil.

Lang's critieism of the denominationsl aystom was similar to
thut by the Governor who had written to Lord fumeell in carly 1841 that
"in respect to schools it is beyond doubt, thet the rapid ineresss of
{hem is burtful to the community. They are founded in opposition to
each other and bitter animosities are unhappily engoendered by them." 11
In fact the main support for the Jdenominationsl sysies came from the
Chureh Of Fngland grouve whs were raceiving most of the aids

Lang*s suggestion that the sehoovls should be sstablished on the
baals of "the Holy Seriptures, without note or corwent,” om the British
and forelgm Society sychbem, was ne new idea to him, He had advoeated
this method from his earliest councotior with ofucatlion in the Sydney

College vomture. Ju his own iustrelien College he bad stated very

11 Transcripts of 'fissing Despatches, MMitchell Library MSS.
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clearly that the Scriptures were o be the basis of instruection and
that no attempt would ever be made to teaeh the boliefs of the Pres-
byterian Church. 2 ifter a visit to Ireland in 1837 he had changed
his ideas on the value of the Irish system, but in view of strong
opposition to this system by the Chureh of England he claimed that the
British and Toreign was the wmore practical in Ausiralia. Ho ereced or
catechism was to bo allowed, and specific provision was Lo be made for
the ehildren of Roman Catholies uud Jews.

Lang plamned that the Diatrict Councils which had been provided
for in the constitution of 1543 should have power to establish primary
schoola where they were needed, and grammar schools in towns with "a
population of not fewer than 2,000 souls.” He was, as usual, anxious
to get the work started, and evidently thought that the existing organ~
izations of govermment should be used where possible. To obviate the
delays necessary in the formation of a distinet *Board of Fducation'
Lang suggested that & Committee of the Council handle the work until
"gome other machinery be sat up.” Here again is svidence of lang's
oraetical approach to the educational problem. Adlthough an atteumpt was
being made to delegate some authority to the District Committees, it
wac slmost foredoomed to fallure. The topography of the colony with
its narrow coustal fringe, the one well devsloped town with its all-
sufficient harbour, and the vory &ype of govermment necessary in the
sarly stages had practically decided that any systom of esducation would

have %0 be a cenirallzed one. Lang was wise enough to say in effect,

12 Lang Papers, Vol.16, ‘Zitchell Library.
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"Let us proceed with the machinery we have at hand end aot wait for the
doubtful sueceas of any Distriet Committees.” one of the later eriti-
clams mede particularly of the Denowimationsl Board with refereuce to
the 1855 Selest Committee’'s Report was that "local cupervision and
assistance are euntirely negleﬁtaﬁ¢"¥3

mne of Doctor Lang®s recomrmondations received quite a deal of
eriticism. I{ was that which suggested the setting up of academical
Ingtitutions for higher learning to be supported by the State though
established by "asy religious or suy othar body". And Lang had naver
mace any seoret of the faet that he hoped hiz iuetrolian College would
one day devolop into & University College, und it was evident that he
considered this an opportunity to gain state support for the idev.
However, the unsatisfactory conditlion of the Austr:lisn College at that
particular tire, coupled with {he opposition that Lung had in severd~
ways engendered toverde his sducetiounl venture, cuused many to think
thist Leng pad his own ends too much in mind in the recommendation.

Yuach of the opposition to the MNatlomel Sywiem was expecled
to come from the Church of “nglaad, aud Lung dié nothing to appsose
this opposition in hils recammandatiohs. His purticular refaerence to
the control of ithe Orphan Schoole made it eleur that he considered
sectarian control of thege asbablishments should e discontinued. Twen
Covarnor Dourke in his attempts to cotublish nationsl aducation on the

Irisk Oystem hed left the Orphau Schools to the Zhurch of 3ng1an&,1* bug

13 Thomas Holt - "Speeches on Zduestion', p.14
14 Bourke to Stanley, 30 September, 1333, Governors® Despatches,
Mitchell Library.
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Lang considered that a national system demanded the inclusion of
all schools.

On the day after Lang had given notice of hia motion in the
Couneil, the Sydney Yorming Herald earried a leader ou general
edugation In which the new proposals were attacked. The article
¢lained

"it is hardly to be supposed that the Council would

agree to any proposition whiech would have the offcct of

depriving one half of the popul: tion of a system of sdu-

eation to be enlled general, and the exclusion of “"creeds

and catechisms” would have tho effect of preveating the

~ momoers of the Church of Tugland from deriving any bonefit

from the proposed system, and as the Roman Catholics are

to be specially provided for it follows, that uot above

one quarter of the population would avail itgelf of the

so-called General System”. 15
The writer went on to say thut he considered that it was impossible to
find a system of education applicable to all elasses of tho community.
4dnd, no doubt, this article was indicative of the opinions of many in
ths ecolony.

The groups from whom would come opposition to any suggestion
of diminishing support to denominational schools may be judged to some
extent from the figures given for educational grunts in 1842. Yoney

for education had been allocated thus -

Chureh of Tngland 28,601 - 15 - 9
Preshyterian %7 1 5}
‘:ézesl\eyan 280 2 6
Independent 22 7 6
British and Foreign Soc. 300 5 0
Roman Catholic 2,500 9 4%
Tokal £12,671 9 9}

15 Sydney Morning Hersld, 29 September, 1843
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Several petitions wers received by the Council concerniag the
recommoendations, some asking thut they be dropped, others suggesting
thet further time bs allowed for their consideration. Lang was forced
to postpone the introduction of his motion geveral times, and the end
of the session wus fust approanching. Finally oun 11th October, 1843
Lang withdrew the series of Resolutions, stating howover thet he
understood other members were concerned with the matter, aud the

next session would sse something definite done concorning education.
Lang felt that were he to be the prime mover in sgitation for a
genercl system of education, much sectarian opposiiion would auto-
maticelly be aroused, and he was willing to let otiiors lead out to
avoid this if posaible.

In the following year “r. Hobert Lowe, who was a aomines
member of the Logislative Council, moved that a lelect Cormittee be
appointed to study the aquestion of Fducation in the Colony and bring
a report to the Council. This was done and ¥r. Lowe was appointed
¢hairman, Dr. Lang being appoinied a membor of the Commitise. {He did
pot miss a meoting. )16 Tne Committee, with a vigorous and able chairman,
wont shead rupidly. Yany witnesses were examinad, and many viewpoints
aired, with the wajority favouring some type of Hutional System. Toat
of the opposition came from the Asglican and Romun Tatholic bishops,
whoge followers were very satisfied with the existing system. Two menths
after its appointment the Commitiee was read to roport, and on 28%ih

dugust, Mr. Lowe brought the report forward and moved that it be printed.

16 Yoies and Progeedings, legisla¥ive Council, 1844.
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Having finished this work “Yr. Lowe resigned beeause of frietion with
the Governor. Lowe was & nominee member of the Council, and the
Governor considered that as such he should support the Governmnment.
Lowe thought otherwise, and having finished his work as Chairman of
the Education Committee, he decided to resign. Ho asksd Pr. Lang
to aet in his stead, and carry the report through the Couneil.
The report had much in common with the regolutions proposed
in 1843 by Dr. lLang, with this difference, - the Committee strongly
recommended Lord Stanley's System as preferable to the Dritish and
Foreign System to make the scheme sufficiently comprehensive. They outlined
the very liberal arrangement to bo made for religious instruction and
e¢laimed "that it will be manifest that the Natiomal System is not
fairly open to the charge of neglecting religious lastruction". "
“Forthwith the table of the Council groaned with petitions sgainat the
system recommended. Its friends presented petitions in ite favour”. 18
The educational question becams the "talk of the town . Wany
public meetings were held and many vigorous gpeacﬁas made. Toolings
ran hot and tempers were often Irayed. Naturally Dr. Lang was in the
thick of the buttle, and he used his paper, the 'Colonial Cbserver', to
good effect in spreading his views. During the sitiing of the Special

Committee Lung had published his views on education, pointing out the

17 Yotea and Progeedings, Legislative Council, 1844,
18 G.¥. Rusken - History of Australis, Vol.II, p.349.
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adventages of thﬁ British and ¥oreign Gystem for Australian conditions.
His paper must have had a very decided influemce on publie opinion for

he made eduestion ite main topie right through the yoar. His articles

set out the history of the dispute from 1835 on, and though occasionally
his attscks were sharp, he did give a c¢clear outline of the case for

nat ional education. Lang claimed that Governor Bourke's suggestions

for the Irish System had not been understood, and that the System had
beon opposed mainly becouse of existing scctarian differeuces. Ono of
the wilnesses called before the Committee, Reve J. JSaunders, had ex-
proaged the same view, that "the impression was timt the Govcrnor had been

bilased in his views by the party aasocia’cions".w

Lung pointed out that
Lord Stanley, who introduced the system in Ireland, was a Protestant,

a member of the Chureh of ZFngland, who could not be accused of bias

to the Roman Catholic faith.

Lang asserted that many Protestants had opposed the Irish System
begause thax thought that when that idea was dropped, all the Protestants
would unite in & system which uscd "the cormon ground of the Holy
Seriptures. But no sooner had Bishop Broughton been enabled with the
help of the other Protestant communions of the Celony, to got Lord
Stanley's system thrown overboard, than he instantly turned round upon
his former allies, and refused to accompany then a single step fzm‘.hsr".zo
Lang drew attention to many of tho defects of tho existing system,

defocts which were never refuted by any of the opposition, and claimed

19 Yotes and Proceedings, Legislative Couneil, 1844
20 Coloujal Obgerver, 25 July, 1844.
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that the Protestants desired a new gystem for the nationsl woelfnre.
“Convinced of the impracticability of carrying out the present Demomi-
national System, they (the Protestants) will go much farther now than

they thought it nscessory to do sight years aga."z1

In other worda,
a¢ he wrote in the next month,

“1iberal ¥Frotcstants of all communions throughout the

Colony, finding that they eamnot get all they wish,

viz., *the uarestricted use of the Holy Seriptures in

the Authorized Version without or note or comment',

are willing to take all they can get, wvig., "the use

of a series of gslections from the Holy Seriptures,

containing all the great facts =and fundamental prin-

ciples of our Holy Religloun, and prepared for the

purpose under the joint superintendence of o 3loard

of Protestants and Roman Catholics combined”. 22

In practically every issue of his paper during 1344 tho mein

topie was eduecation. The imfluence on public opinion of such a con-
slotont advocacy must have been great. To refute the opposition®s
claim thet tie Irish System was a godless educstion, Lang several -
times jublished exiracts from the Recding Books of the Irish ilational
Board annd endeavoured to prove his point. Iore inportant, he did much
to bring the system out into the open so that the people could rsally
know something of its material. In a Seplember issue he publ ished
a petition which had been sent in favour of a National System, by the
Town Council of ﬁblbuurneez3 Two weeks later he made a %elling point
when he stated that Bishop Broughton was not representing tho true

viewpoint of the Church of TEngland, for mamy great bishops of that

21 Coloniel Qbserver, 25 July, 1844
22 Ibig., 15 August, 1844,
23 Ibid., 12 September, 1844,
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Church - of Dublin, of Calcutta and others, - were very mueh in favour
of the Irish System. He claimed that Broughton had a narrow and
personal view which did not fit in with the views of informed Church
of Fugland leaders.

Lang's influence was uot limited to his papers In the Jouueil
he was an important figure a: a Church representative vho vag not in
favour of the denominational system. Hs very ably lod the group who
favoured the introduction of 4he national systen and quite frejusmtly
spoke in favour of its adoption. _

ifber quite lomg and bitter debates, it was moved that the
report be adopted and a National Roard be establivhed, but two important
emendments were added. The fira: limited the system to those diéi:ricta
which ecould not provide separate schools for at least 50 children. The
sacond; moved bty Mr. Wentworth, provided that, rather than have ths
clergy visit the schools to glve religious instruction, the echildren
should "be allowed to bs absent from school -me day in evory week ax- |
clusive of Sunday, for the purpome of resceiving such instruction else-
where." Those denominational schools alreedy cstablished or established
in the following 12 months and having an averags attendance of £ifty (50)
children were to be entitlod to aid from the Boarde On October 10 these
actions were finally passed by a 13~12 vr::rl:a.24

Speculation concerniug the ro-sction of the Governor to this
close division began at oance. Evidently the oppononts of the messure

rested their hopes on the Govorner, for om October 24 Lang, in his paper

24 Yoleg and Prodeedings, Loglslative Council, 10 (ctober, 1844
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asgalled those doubters who were suying thut the Goveruor would

not carry out the resolution of the Council. Bishop Broughton

and his followsrs did not consider the battle lost, for more mest~
ings were called to discuss the position. Further ovidence of

lLang's outstanding importence in this struggle is found in the reecord
of a public meeting held on October 31. Bishop Broughion presided
and most of the time was tuken in ax attack on Doctor Lang. Lang's
actions right back in 1829 and 1830 wers reviewsd aud bitterly
assaileds Lang was not presemt, of course; but he answored through
the pages of his paper. Thoso who fuvoured the general system were
also active and a public meeting of their General Education Committes
_met 4o consider druwing up rules for the "Govermment of National
Schools®' Society.™ Both Dr. Lang and Mr. Lowe were chosen members of
this committes.

On 27th November, Govemmor Gipps snnounced to the Council that
while he still folt that a national system was desirable, he doubted
that the time to introduce such a scheme was opoortune. He felt that
the opposition ex;ressed by the clergy, or a large section of the
clergy, meant that the scheme could not operate. He mdded further that
a constitutional difficulty existed in the lack of development of the
District Councils which should exarcise supervisgion of the Schools.25
This announcement was a blow to tho 'nationalists' and they reacted
strongly. Dr. lang made a very strong speech ir the Coucil on Deconmber
4th, classifying the Govornor’s remsons for refusal ws very weak, and

next day in his paper, reviewed the whole matter aguin. Of the Governor

- -

25 Votes and Prodeedinge, lLegislative Couneil, 1844.
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he said, "his Execllency, forgetting his proper duty as the Ropresent~-
ative of Majesty under a represeniutive system of Govermment - juis
his veto on the whole proeceeding und bids the Council dnfi.a.nces"%
The matter vas raised again on 17th Decamber when the Council
passod 2 resolution that the Governor provide £2,000 to set up the
proposed general system, but the Dovernor pleaded the poverty of the
Government at that time and would not accede to the resolution. He
reminded the Council "that a mensure was adopted in 1836 very similar
to that which is now proposed, but that it failed to be productive of
any gaod“.z? In 1846 the same thing happened. Mr. Lowe, nov an elected
momber of the Council, moved for $ie same amount to be allotted and a
board favourable to the system Lo be appointed. Dr. Lang again ably
supported this motlon and it was earried by 12 wotes to 10. But the
new Governor, Fitxroy, declined %o aecede to the requost, claiming thas
“he would not feel justified in adopting any measures of sush viisl
importance to its prescnt and future i.nteresta”,aa without personally
investigating 1is advisability. It was not until the discussion of
the estimates for 1848, that it was dscided to include £2,000 for schools
upon Lord Stanley's National System. The clamour to be expected of the
opponents to the national scheme was then silencad by Fitaroy's act im
setting up a Denominational Board, without the authority of an fct of

26 Colonjsl Jbamerver, 5 December, 1844
27 Yotes and Progeedinzs, Legislative Ciuncil, 1844
28 Yesr Book of Australis 1 p. 445,
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Councll, on the day after the Yationu) ducation Board was incorporated.
The two systems were to be in action together.

Dr. Lang 4id not moe thls important aet in the struggle za he
hhad left for abrozd on his sixth visit. Lang had doue excellent work
in his advocaey of the new systew. He occupied & unique position in
the struggle. He was a clorgyman who represented & group that was,
in the main, non-clerical. Most of the oppositioen to the national
gsystem came from a clerical group, the Church of Zngland group, and it
is hardly to be wondered at, thut much of their aitack should be
directed at the opposing eclergyman - who ought to know better. Again
l.ang, a minister of the Fresbyterian Church, wes an cleoted member
of the Council, and as such was likely ¥ be regarded as a member of
the Opposition by the nominated group in the Council. His possession
of a newspaper, with ell the influence that could be wislded by that
means, singled him out still further. His particularly abls and some-
times vitriolic pen did not tend to ussuage the bitternsss felt againsd
him. And finally, Lang by his easrgetic advocasy of the causs of -
educatioa for many years, and the conflict he had hed with the Bishop
in 1829-30, had shown that he wae a force to be reckoned with. The
comparative success of his educational venture Sad not ondeared him to
his opponents, even though his College at that partlicular time was not
operating very effectively. Lang becams the butt of almost all the
personal attacks made by the group opposing national schools. .aLd
history was raksd over, old faults reviewed, und avery effort mnde to
discredit him. Bui Lang went right ahead. He used his pen to-telling

advantage, and came out of the disputes very favourably. Most of the
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other papers of the day were inclined to be "fence-sitter#“, and
seldom did they indicate a clear and definite line of policy. But
they did indicate their opposition to Lang, very likely because he
owned a paper and so was their competitior. "The Australian’, while
it remained as noutral and indefinite as possible, says of Lang

that "this uncompromising hostility to the Denominational System will
prove ons of the most fatal obstacles to the fawvourable considoration

29 The Sydmey *orning Herald was very careful to

of a general ona",
give no indications of a clear policy, but it did wanaze to disagree
with the report of the 1844 Commiitee, that “it is quite clear that

they have come to a decision not only not justified by the evidence,

but in direct opposition %o it“.ag Lang's *Colonial Observer® certainly
gave much more atiention to the question of education than sny other
papsr. Not only did it make it#2 own policy clear, and advocate the
cause of national sducation very sirongly, it also set oub in its.

pagos o clear outline of the whols pesition. It probably represented
the beast work of Dr. Lang and the greatest influence on public opinion
he ever wielded. The exiating system was discusssd in some detail,
figures were quoted from Govermment sources to show expenditure and
population served, and the public given an over-all view of the poaition
not given anywhere else. Lang developed his arguments by introducing

'points from the #lucational systoms of other countriea, ond showing how

a national system would be an advantage in the psculiar c¢ircumastances

29 TIhe Augiralian, 6 September, 1844
30 3Sydney Morninmg Herald, 7 September, 1844
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of the new colony, He could well regurd the idroduction of the
national system inm 1848 as & porsonul triumph and he iived to see the
vindication of his advucacy of the gystem.

Although one optimist, or pessimist verhaps, claimed that
"in less than three years they wiil gct rid of the denominational
syatem al;r’égether" ,31 the rival systoms continued to operate side by
gside for the next twenty vears.

"For twenty years thereafiocr, or untii the ysar 1954,

there were two Tducation Boards for the menagenmont of

education and distribution of the funds allotted for

its support - a Hational Board on the one hand, oun the

basis of Lord Stanley’s or the Irish System, mnd a

Denominational Board on no proper system on the other™ 32.
The ¥ational Board was fortunate {0 have z partiecularly abdle chairmun,
Jonn Hub:rt Plunkett, and to gain the services of ¥William Wilkina, &
teacher trained in Zugland. Though thore were muny difficulties in
the may of thia newly establisaed Board, progress was rapid, and its
teducationalt lemdership led to & wmovs far-sighted noiicy than was
possible with the rival Board.

The attituds of the two Boards to their responsibilities is
evidonced to a degres .by the respective reactions t¢ the Select Comuim
jttee's Report in 1855. This roport eriticized the school buildings,
the choice of sites, the egquipment and many of the t&&c’aers.:ﬁ “hile
+the National Bourd set about rectifying, as far zs possibls, the con-
ditions complained of, the Denowinuiienzl Board did not “coasider thut

any reaponaibility wttaches to them for the mismnagement of the schools™

31 Reve Re Allwood 5/12/50, Hassell Corrsupsndenco Mss, Vol.2
p985
32 J.I'. lang - Higtorical & Statistieal account of Hew South
Walegy V0l.2, pe378
33 Heport of the Sclect Committse on Eduestion, 1556
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beeause their “dutlies are entirely minisﬁarial.“34 But these attitudes
ware probably to be expected from the respective constitutions. The
National Board was a centralized control, the Denuminational a decentral-
izeds In fact, so much was the latter decentralizod, that the loeal
clergyman had absolute control over the teacher, who was often uo
battor than a psrsonal scrvant of the dergymen. (lth the goograpghical
and economic factors mentioned previously, the Denominational Board
was Tighting a losing battle.

The educational protlem, fur from being solved iu 1848, grew
in importance with the years. MNoit only did it come before the people,
who watched the rival systems at work, but it waas one of the great
political imssuse of the day. Ceveral attempte wore mmde to introduce
lezislation concerning tho orgaaization of the systems, particularly
after the Report of the telect Committee, in 1856, Most of these
attempbs aimed at the establishment of one Board of Control. r. Charles
Cowper goveral fimes introduced Yducational Bills but none was accepted.
o9f his 1862 Bill he wrote to Dr. Lang pointing out the decided advant-
agos of the measure. He mentioned particularly the Ceantral Board, the
four hours daily socular imstruction, and the cefinite Govornment

35

supervision of the schools. Lang favoured the measure in prineipls
but the Bill lopsed afier a first rsading. Public opinion was being
analysed and tested in tho presentation of thege vorious bilis, and in
1866 there came a ©vill that apparently accurately judged the mind of

the counry conczrning education.

34 Thomas Holt - Jpecchos on Education, 1856, p.16
35 Lang Fapers, Vol.7, p.283, “itchell Livrary.
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The 1866 Bill, "A Bill to make better provision for Public
Fdueation”, was introduced by Henry Parkes. He had boen gomething
uof a protegs of Ur. Lang in his carly years, and huad often come do .
the older wan for advice. His paper, “"The Fmpire” g’ftéﬁ had staried |
up almost at the same time as had Lang®s third press vemture - “The
Press", and Lang had taken care to publicly disclalwm any disagreement

or rivalry because of that facta36

Lang®s papsr had not survived
very long, (Lang was off to Zngland again in early 1852}, and the
Doctor latsr used "The Empire’ mg the outlet for many of his publiec
statements. The educational policles of the two mon were indeed very
similar, and from 1854 on, “The "muire” took over the work which Lang
had so ably carried in "The Colenial Obscrver” durisg the forties.
Parkes® Bill was undoubtedly based on the report of the Selsct
Gmiﬁmé of 1856. rarkes had boen z member of that Commitice and had
evidedtly accepted its findings. The experience of tho work of the
rivol Boards had yielded nothing that that would warrant a shange of
opinion. Accordingly the Bill abolished the dual system of control
snd gave the control of education in Wow South Vales to a Council of
Wducation of five menmbors, which was to have the adminlstrstion of all
the funds set sside by Government for primary edusation. Public
Sehools were to be set up wherever a group of twentyfive pupils would
attond, but provision was flsc made {or Denominational Schools be i«
"certified” provided they wers subject to the seme supervision in

secular instruction as the Fublic Schools. The religious instruction

in the Public Schools was %o be givem by visiting clergymen, who could

36 The Press, 8 J'anuazy, 1851.
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$ake up to one hour per day, but the aet included in the secular cur-
riculum "general religlous instruction as distiunguished from dogmatical
or polemical thuology”-n Feeg were still to be charged to supplemont
the tcachers' salaries but inability o the parenis {o pay would not
debar children from attondance. One other important clause was that
concerning the establishment of » training institution for @eachars.38
This Bill, although it ropresented the public opinion of the
time with fair accuracy; did not heve an untroubled vpassage. It drew
the fire of all groups who had opposed the 1844 report, and the same
mothods were employed. Potitlions were lodged, mcetings called, and
denocuncing sermons yreached, but with this differsnee, the personal
attack was on Yr. Parkes and not om Dr. Lang. Lang supportad_thé 1866
Bill as strongly es ever, but the lack of a newspaper to command.
1limited his work. He made & stromg spcech in the House in favour of
the Bill, reviewing something of the history of the struggle till 1848,
and cla ming that twenty years of the dusl Bosrds had proved the necessity
of just such a "National" System as the Bill propoﬁsd.%g Though Langis
influence was limited at this time because he did not have his owm
paper, his support of the Bill in Parliament fmmedistely rallied all
thoas whom he had influenced in the earlier struggle and they showed

their support by petitions and public meetings. The Bill received the

VYice-Regal assent on 22nd December, 1866, to operate from January 1, 1867.

37 Henry Parkes - Fifty Years of Australisn ; ’ P-324
33 Yotos mnd Progeedings, Le 1slnt5,ve Asgelbly
39 Ihe Fmpire, 4 October, 18
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The passing of the Act did not stifle opposition. Farticularly
did oppositlon come from the Roman Catholic section ef the communrity,
and thle soon drew & reply from Lany., He spoks ai smeveral meetings
and had one of hls public addresses printed in pamphlet form for dis-
tribution. Lang*®s meinargument lay in the support given by Dr.
Ullethorne to Bourke’'s attempt to introduce the Irish Nationsl System
"as being in avery respect admirably sulted for all classes of our

commﬂnity".‘o

Lang argued that since thsot time "The Romish authoritiss
of this colony wers altcgethér and strongly ia favour of the Irish
Hational System, which it is scarcely necessary to state, is simply
ideuticel with that of the Publie Sehools Act of 1366, the school books
under both being precisely the same“.‘j It was ubsurd %o say now that
the new Act made it a matter of conscience for tie Soman Catholics
to denounce national education. Lang reviewed his own opposition to
Bourks's ideas in 1836 but told of his visit of iuvestigotion to Dublin
after whica he was very willing %o change his views concerning the
Irish System. He passed on to attack the sgsectarianien of the books
which the Roman Cathollics had bean using in their schools, and claimed
that the Irish System books wore far superior.

Thia publication by Dr. Lang very ably sets out the ecase for
the National System and from tie history of the struggle undormines
he Catholie oppoeition. But ualortunately Lang goes too far. He
descands to personalities, and this must have weukunsd his easec. Of

the Roman Catholic lemder he gays "I huve characterised srchbishop

40 J.D. Lang - The Public Schools Aek, p.5
41 J.D. Lang - Ibid.
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Polding as a ‘weak Brother® intellectually and thsrefore no hand @i all
gt an argument".42 It rmay have boen fashionable to use such methods,
and undoubtedly Lang himself had suffered many persomal attacks, but it
was scarcely calculated to make the opposition sce the justice of Lang's
case,
Gradually, and aa the merits of the new sysiem proved so obvious,
the opposition diminished and education was in o much better position
to advance as the country needed it. The strugplsz for o national system
had been & protrsacted oma, umd, probably because of its religious
asgociations, a rather bitter one. "Sir Richard Dourks had first raised
the torch of liberalism in sducatlon and it had besn nobly received
and earried forward by Dr. Lang, Robert Lowe, and John Hubert Plunkatt“.‘3
Parkes gave to it a finishing touch in 1866, and ageinm later in 1880.
Dre. Lang's work and importance in the introduction of this national
system of educatlion in Australia has not been given the rank due to it.
Perhaps this is due to the influence and powsr of the opposition to the
acheme, and to the fact that Lang in his urgency to get things done as
he thought best was inclined {0 tread rather heavily on official tocs.
Perhaps it was bacause of the religious assoclations involved and the
unfortunate bitterness of much of the controversy. Sut Lang was, through-
out, the most consistent and offective advocate of Hallonal “ducation
in Aus$ralia, and to this continued advocacy of the scheme, must be
attributed much of its final succes.. Lang had Luen ready to accept

Government aid for the Presgbyterian schools but he did not allow even this

42 J.D. Lang - Public Sighools Act, 9»9
43 C.C. Linz - The Zgtablishment of a Hational System in New
South Wales, p.39
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advantege to iaterforc with the honesty of his own thisnking and the
advocacy of a sysiem whieh he considered would be for the national

good.



It is perhaps strange that Dr, Lang, who had so consistenily
advocated the cause of higher education, should not ke one of the prims
actors in any move towards the ostablishment of a University. He had
always hoped that his Austrslien College would in dus course reach
university si;estzm1 but it had not yet done so, though his friend, the
Principal of Wdinburgh University had hailed it as "the inciplent germ
of a future Australian Univeraityo”z In the resolutions concarning
National Tdueation which Lang had introduced to the Council in 1843 one
clause suggested gate: support for Colleges which provided a "course
of education extending over not legss than three yecars in the Lanjusges,
Philosophy, and ﬁzrts."s He was accused of self-soeking, of course, but
his real aim was to foster educztion in the colomy up/i(::d including a
University level. ©hen the 1344 Committes on Education had rendered
their report they stated inter alia that "the foundation of a Normal or

¥odel School for the training of school masters appears %o your commitice

1 Historical Records of jusiralia, Series, Vol.AVI, p.23

2 J.D. Lang - Adcount of Stepg Taken for Pstablishwent of an
Academicn] Ingtitution, p.19

3 Yotes and Progeedures Jegislative Council, 1843
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to be an indiaspensable stap"-‘ ¥ost of the witnesses examined by tho
Committee had favoured this idea and under Dr. Lang's questions many

of them had agreed that some such imstitution as the University would
form an invaluable part of the training of teachsrs. But the University
suggestion was omitted from the final report of the commitice. Lang
clearly had not been unmindful of the wvalue of a Uaiversity but ihe
first steps of tho move that led to the Univeraity Act of 1850 actually
came from anothsr direction, and while Lang was airent from Australia
organizing this own immigration scheoms.

On September 6th, 1849, ¥r. ¥.C. Wentworth presented to the
Legislative Council a petition from a majority of the propristors of the
Sydney College praying thut the Govermment would take steps to convert
that institutlon into & University. These proprietors were willing to
hand the College over to any body with the means of doing this, "reserving
to themselves the right of presentation or soms corresponding adtantage.*'s
The Sydney College, like all the institutions for sacondary cducation,
had found the way very hard, cnd during the laitoer forties it had sunk
very low. In fact Wr. Cowper during the discussion of the petition
suggested that they would be taking over "an 1ll-mansged institution which
had never yet been able to keep its head above waler".

A Sslect Committee was appointed under the leadership of ifr.
Wentworth with powers wide enough to emable themfo suggest whatover steps

seemed to them best for the furtherance of higher sducation im the Colony.

4 Yoteg and Proceedings, Legislative Council, 1844
5 Ibid., 1849
6 Ibid., 6 September, 1849



130

nder Wentworth's vigorous chairmanship the Committes drew up some
very definite and detailed suggestions without bothering to exumine
witnesses at all. Weniworth was determined not "o court inquiry
which might possibly excite secturian controversies and interpose
further delaya“.7 The report went oa to state that “your committese
consider that it (the University) must belong to nv religious denomination,
and require no religious test”, . . . "its visitor nmust be a layman -
its governing body laymen - its professors lnymen“.a The Committeoe
even went so far as to spocify the gtaff rejuirements and ths salarles
to be pald to staff membsra.
Wentworth followed up this report by introdueing a week later a
“"Bi1l to ineorporate and endow tho University of Sydney’, and in moving
the second reading on October 4th, he made a very eloguent speech in
its support. He made a strong polat of the nec=saity to wxclude clorgy-
men from all share in the mansgement of the institution, and referred
to the clause which allowed the sestablishment of affiliated colloges
to ecare for the teaching of "pecullar religious views." Porhaps the
Couneil members wers glad to welcome a scheme of sducation which was
able to avoid the difficuliy of sectarian diffoerencss, for the second
reading was earried withous m dissentient voice. The Bill moved o the
cormittee stage and most of the clauses were adopted with good spirit, but
discussions on the Senate, its personnel and the method of its selsction
lasted long enough to prevent the Bill passing into law during that session.
The delay in the pasaing-of the Bill gave opportunity to soms of

the religious groups to express their points of visw councerning the

'5 mfmzmm Legislative CJouncil, 21 September, 1849
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roligious question. In particular it enabled I'r. Lang to taks part in
the discussions. Lang had returned to Australia in Yarch 1850, do-
termined to mgain set up his Australlian College, and to that end he

had brought out two new Professors and had one slready in the Colony.

In view of his svowed intention to develop the fustralian College to

the status of a University College he must have been rother discon-
certed to find a movement on foot to establish the Jydney Universlity,

His first move came in the presontation of a petition signed by the throe
newly appointed Professors of the Australian College. They pointed out
that their College planned to zive "a course of edugsation somewhat similer
to what is given in the Faculty of Arts, Language, Yathematics, and
Philosophy classes, in the Scotch Universities® ,9 aad that it vas again
in "vigorous operation”. They viewsd with alarm the suggestion thai

the University should "eombine and incorporate with a particular Collegse
or Wducational Institution", and urged that the University be modelled
¢losely on tho Lomdon University, and be a Board of geueral supervision
over subsidiary or affiliated Colleges. They pointed out that the

Chureh of Tngland and Roman Catholie groups would ascon set up a Colleges,
and that the Australian Collegc wae ready waiting. Other petitions weore
received, in connection with the Bill, and several of them favoured the
London University system. The Roman Catholic petition gave as a roason
that they considered “the imegined noutrality in raoligion of a body of
Profeaeors'is an impossible thing.“*w Another psotition objected to the

exelusion of clergy from the Senale, claiming that the University would

9 Yotes and Proceedings Lezislative Council 1850, Vol.II, p.571
10 Ibid., pe573
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thus be deprived of the counsel of well esducated and cxperienced leaders.
The second reading of the Bill came on 11th August, 1850, and
fr. Wentworth, in a fluent specch dealt in detail with the petitions
and obJections. In particular he mtressed the nocessity of avoiding all
sactarian strife, and he urged that the original clause sxeluding
ministers from the Senate be adopted. Dr. Lang took this, his first
opportunity, to speak to the Bill (Dr. Lang had been elefted a member
for Syduey, and admitted to the Council om 30th July 1850). He cluimed
that this Bill "wam onc of ths noblest and important measures which had
evaer becn brougnt before any legislature.”11 He deseribed how the young
¢olonies of America had proceedsd to epiablish universities for higher
learning within e very few years of their settlement, and he claimed
that New South Wales was wise in planning esuch an institution. Ve then
gave a detailed account of the system of organization of the University
of London, and he made this the basis for the main peint of his speech.
He claimed that “if the University they proposed were allowsd to grant
honours to colleges in Arts, each having at least four professors and
one hundred students, establishing a curriculum sf four years, and pre-
goeribing a course of atudy, far more good would be done and much greater
ancouragenent afforded to edueatioa“,12 With the clause excluding ministers
from the Senate he was, surprisingly, in agreement. UGuch a clause,
limiting the rights of a group of peopls, particularly the group to which

he belonged, could be calculated to draw from him cutting denunciation.

11 Sydnev Morming Herald. 12 September, 1550
12 Ibig.
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Perhaps the extent of his support for the development of institutions
for hizher learning may be judged from his acceptaunce of the clause.
He fealt sure thet if the ministers were kept off the Senate, thers
would be ecomplete confidence that the University was to be juite free
from a1l disagreemont on scctarian principles.
Lang's stress on the importance of the affiliated Colleges

scems rather unnecessary, for it was expressly stated in the Bill that

"Thereas it is expedient to extend the bensfit of Colleges

and educational estsblishments slrsady instituted - by econ-

neeting them with the said !miversity, be i{ enscied that all

persons shall be admitted as candidates for the reaspective

degrees - on presenting to the said Provost - certificates

from any such colleges or educational establishment - that

such candidate has completed tho course of imstruction which

the said Provost ....determine.” 13
The danger, however, as it seemed to Lang and others, was expressad
in the Romanm Cotholic petition mentioned above, namely that in the
University College which it was proposed to eatatlish it would be
imposaible to exclude secturian bias. Zentworth had proposed i{hat a
Gollege should be formed In comnection with the University, ina which
the Frofessors of the Uaniversity should teach. Otherwise, he claimed,
the professors, for a long time, would have nothing Lo do but conduct
annual examinations. There was a general feeling that this college
would in effect be a College for the Wstablished Chureh.

in this case Lang's very leadership in mattcors educational caused

opposition to his ideas. He had long wished to meke his Australian

College something akin to a Universlity, but it had not boen as successful

a8 he had hoped. Just &t this tims he was attempting to revive i%, for

13 Sydney Morning Herald, 12 September, 1850
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it had been in abeyance for soms years, and to the Council members

and oven the gemeral public, his suggestions savourscd too much of a
desire for a personal gain. ¥r. Wentworth remarked im his speech that
no doubt a part of the endowment would be very useful to Dr. Lang and
his professors but he did not think such an application of it would
prove of any use to the country.

Lang's suggestion was thai the a ris should be taught in the
affiliated Colleges, but “that the facultles of law, medicine aad the
physical sciences should be taken under the immediate superintendence
of the University“¢$‘ He was lod to this decislion from the premise
that practieally all those taking the Arts coursc would be applicants
for the ministry. History was to show the weaknsss of this premise,.

‘me other point made by Dr. Lang was to acclaim the fact that no religious
test of any kind was to be mande on students, either in the iffiliated
Colleges or in the University itsslf. In this ke was following up the
broad principles hs had developed in his advocacy of the National Systém,
and no doubt his support was well worthwhile in the debate. Te concluded
his speech by claiming that it wee his interest in this Bill, =nd in

the immigration Bill that led him to accept a scat im the Council.

The University Act received the sssent of the Governor, Sir’
Cherles FitzRoy on October 1st, 1850, end the firsi ienate, which had
been amsnded to be comprised of 16 members, fomr of whom should be
clergymsn, was appointed in December of that year. But meantime, Dre
Lang had decided to carry his viows to ths people in an Extraﬂoannii

paper published on October 14th, 1850. 1In this he got out again the
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material he had presented in the Council. He astresssd the importance

of establishing affiliated Colleges with a gramt, susgesting £750 per
annum for three years cert in, and then dependént on the onrolment. It
was ¢t11) claimed by his opponents that Lang was merely anxious to get
money {or hig Australian College. But it appears just as likely that
Lang was anxious to get somcthing praetical established. The University
Act suggested that some Colleges and educational estatlishments would
be able to teuch the University curriculum tut there wus no suggestlion
concerning their establishment, their support, or their staff. Dr. Lang
was certainly at an advantapoe over the other churches in that he already
hed buildinge he could use, but uis recommendation was a very practical
onz, and ons thst would have led to at least one Jollege being started
right away.

Unfortunately Lang includsd in this paper u short history of the
Australian College and its varied success. He iold of ths present
efforts to revive it, but most unfortumate of all, ne concluded with am
appeal for funds to help pay the salaries of the three professors as he
could not continue to do mo. Thai was a very taciless act - a real
tlunder, and his opponents at once clzimed that his ouly interest in the
University was to get some kind of ondowment for his College.

Up +il1l this stage Lang hud done good work for she Uaiversity Acte.
His general support had been uwseful, his accepiunce of, nay his siress on,
the religious froadom that must ba a part of the University had bsen o
real help, and hig ideas concerning the Colleges, while not acceptod then,
were listened to within o year or two. Bul it 1ls s0 bs regretted that

he could not take the refusal of his ideas with a belter grace. The
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Univeraity Act received the Covernor's assent om 7dctober 1, 1850, and in
Docember the first Senate wus announcede The mluisterial repreasntative
chosen for the Presbyterian group was the Rev. %illiam Furves, and
syparently Lang considered thut he (Lang) had beea purposely ovsrlooked.

In the first issus of his third nawapaper veaturs, "The Press", Junuary

1, 1851, he greeted the Tellows of tiae University with derision, claiming
that scarcely one of them waz a £it person to oecuuy such a position.

Two months latsr in aa article ou aducation he siresszd the great work
being done by the Bustralian Collage, but had ihis %o say to the University
Fellows, "This is now the third month of thelr oxisiencs, snd what have they
done, or what ars they doing for the promotion 2 sducation in the Colony.
They have reated the buildinge of the defunet Svdasy College, it seems,

far two years, and they have doubtless been Prooding over their 25,000

a year".15 This wos juite charncteristic of Lung. aecustomsd himaelf,

to aet oulekly, almost precipitately, he could not understand how the
7ellows, appointed on 24th December 1850, esuld havs their first meeting

ag late as 3rd February 1851, and plan to open tiie University College as
far off as October 1351,

Lang continued to advocate the support and endowment of afriliated
Gollsges. He was glad to be able to announce ig his papoer that the
resently established Irish University, to be ealied Jueen's University,
wag astablished very definitely on the London Plan.16 "he University
itself was to bs o co~ordinating snd examining tody ¢o care Por the work

in the three University Collsges under its cara ~ 30lfast, Cork and

15 The Press, 12 Yarch, 1851
16 Ibid., 1 January, 1551
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Galway. He noted, too, that the Senate consisied of 17 members, chosen
from different denominations. Lang asks why this ascheme, s%ill con-
sidered very suitable at home, could not have been adopted in Sydney.
Yearwhile the University OSenate proceeded with its task. In 1853
it purchased the Sydney College, where classes were being held, but in
the szme year an Act was passed };sroviding a substantial building fund

for the Univers iﬁyw

and a very liberal grant of land was made at Grose
Farme 1In 1354 the main building, which cost £80,000 to complete, was

commensed, and the University began & slow but stondy advance.

17 Aet of 24 fctober, 1453.
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In hig criticism of the orgunization of the Sydney University
r. Lang had partlcularly noted tho establishment of un endoweé College,
which was to have no religisus offiliatlions, but which would receive
special finusnclal help. Lang claimed that it was unjust to have this
sndowed college monopolizing the govermment aid, for, as the Roman
Catholic claim, previously mentionsd, had also stated it would be diffi-
cult to ksép out all sectarian iInfluence from this Tollege, which would
tend to become a College of tha Church of Tagland. Other worthy colleges
wers to have nothing, though the Aet provided vhat i thelr work was
approved by the Provost of the Ualversity their studeats ccul@ZZZmitted
as candidates for degrees. Lang's point was wsll tuken for it would
indeed have been u strange position. It meant in effeet that if any
parents desired to have children given moral and religious guidance they
must patronise & college yet to be formed,; for trne existing Colleges did
not reach the staundard, which could depend for its sxistence on fees and
wrivate endowments omly. 4s Lang pointed out, imstifutions of secondary
education in the Colony which had no Jovernmeni aid on which to depend
found it practically impossible to carry on.

Howaver, the orgmuization of the Universify was estaplished not
only by the principles of the Act but also by the exigeucies of practice,
and thls experience led to the preseni arrangement vhsreby all students
attend compulsory lectures by Lhe University professors while receiving
tubtorial help in their Colleges.

*It was tho evident iateution of the Semate thab all

exominations should be conducted by the Univeraity, and
thet a1l instruction should be givenm by the {ollege, the
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first Frofessors being distinetly appointed 'Professors

of the 3Sydney University College‘'. Provision was made

in the original by-laws for annusl College examinations,

and thes Secretary of the University as required to act

as Registrar of tho College, the College accounts being

kept quite distinct from those of the Umiversity.” 1
The Professors chosen in 7ngland arrived during July, 1852, and soon
afterwards they wrote the University Senate conceralag their status.
They pointed out that the existing arrangement mads their lectures com-
pulsory only to those students who did mnot Leloung tu some affiliated
institution and that thesc 'un-astteched' siudeuts were formed into =
nominal College, which had no other entity apart from the fact that it
wos planned to use some of the ausual £5,000 with whlch to endow it.
It wos this organization thet had enused so much criticiam, and they
suggested that 1] matriculated students should atiend the lecturss of
the Professora, while being helped by tutors inm the affiliated colleges
which, they wers sure, the roligious bodies would presently estublish.
They claimed that this preseant vrrangoment would couiine "the advantage
provided by your endowed chairs, . . . to the sous of residents of
Gvdney, No sensible gusrdian will emirust his ward to 8 boarding house,
if a Colleze in comnection with hie own church exiats-"z

This latter was basically the same argument as used by Dr. Lang,

but it was used for a differsnt imnediate purpesse. The argument by the
professors, was admitted by the Unlversity OSemate and the desirsd change
way made in their style. Ths University took on its present forw as a

centr:l tesehing imetifution and the Professors wore [rofessors of

fydney University., This ilvmediate result led almost inevitably to the

¥ H.E. Berff - m*‘;ﬁggr;@& Account of the University of
s peld
2 Ibid., p.19

E
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establishment of affiliated Colleges. Though the Sydney College
building was used for a time its limitotions were soon realised and a
better site was granted by the Coverament. Turther, in fetobsr 1853, the
Covernment decided to grant o ths Univorsity ss o bullding fund the sum
of 245,000. Thus the University wes to be well andowed for its buildings,
but it yet lacked affilisted Colleves where moral guidance could be
given to the resident studente.
During some of this period Dr. Lang was tgsin in Great Britain
on his seventh trip, but he returned to the Colony in Hovember, 1853.
He was therefore not in Parlisment when the Affilistad Colleges Bill
wag Tirst introcduced in 1853. JFowever, the publicity vhich he bad given
the matter io the discussic;fthe University Act nust heve left its mark.
Daring 1853 the premoters of the projected smglican Cullege asked the
Government seversl questious comnserning the University plans, namely,
would the College have lend granied 14, would there Lo monetary help for
buildiﬁg, snd would there be an endowment, Theyrucelved a favourable
reply,3 but nothing definite was done until toe next year. The sction of
the itofegeors in asking for e chionge of ststus hud contributed also, and
the AMPfiliamted Colleges Bill eamz in with gquite a deal of general support.
The Affiliated Colleges Hill came fo the Houss as a dralt ln a
message Trom Govarasr PitzRoy wnd was ishroduced by ike Solleitor General
for the Government in Jctobor 1854, The Colleges ware cach to be sub-
sidissed by the Governmment on a &1 Usr £1 basis on the rnrovision that each
Collage raisad 210,000 frem its supporters, and each rrincipal was to

™~

3 Mobes mud Proceedinga. Legislabive Assobbly. 1853
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receive a salary of £500 per annum from the State. The Principal was to
be » WMinister of hls Church, students were to matrigulate in the Uni-
versity, and only on the production of a religious certificate from his
College could a student recelve a degrse.

The Bill had a rapid progress through 1its stages and was passed
on December 4, 1854, Dr. Lang, who had Leen clected as a member for
Stanley on August., 17. 1854, was naturally in favour of the B8ill,
slthough it did not follow his own ideas. He claimed ia 1875 that he
“disapproved of it in the main, and preferred the Ameriean prineciple,
but I thought it might be utilized for the establishment of a Divinity
Sehool for the Presbyterian church"g4 Only a few weeks before, in
speaking to the 3Sydmey Crawmmar School Bill, he had again tuken the
opportunity to advoeate strongly the Ameriean System of sndowing Colleges
providing their status be approveﬁ.s At the second readin; he pointed
the attention of the louse to the faet thut thepreamble clearly limited
the proposed aid to "the religious denominations now ordinarily reesiving
pecuniary aid from the legislature“,6 and the first clause distinctly
listed them as Church 0Of Fngland, Roman Catholies, Presbyterians, and
Yesleyan. In so doing, the Bill would deprive amy other group, in-
cluding his own Synod of New South Wales from gaining any benefit and he
asked for a rewording to rectify this. He was assured by the Colonial
Treasurer that this would be donc in the Committee stages. A further
suggestion of Jang's was that the 2500 mooted as a salary for the
Frincipal should be allowed to go to the Headmastor and gtaff if thut was

thought a better arrangement. No doubt Lang, with tho experience of his

4 J.D. Lang - Historieal & Sta Ageount of New South
¥ales, Vol.IT (1875) p.391 ESEviaEs

5 ZIhe Bmpire, 7 October, 1854

6 Yotes and Proceedings Legislative Asgembly, 1854.



142

own College behind him, thought that it should be possible to get a
Frineipal for less than £500, particularly a Scotchran, but the motion
was defeated.

In the further discusaioa of the bill an amendment was moved
to the clause stating that the Principsl must be a minister of the
Church establishing the College, Lang, with a broad view of eduestion,
supported the amendmeni vigorously. He elaimed that there may be .
occasions when no suitable minister would be available and that it was
unwise to limit this choice to ministers for ail %ine., If necessary,
each religious group could make its decision about the mattsr. This
amandmont was defeated im a close discussion, 15~14, but in the final
vots the clause was changed to agrse with Lang's views.! One writer
claims that "the Doctor, in spite of great opposition, effected the
passing of the Affiliated Colleges Act which ie zn academic highway to
the University of Sydney".a This is rather an extravagani claim but it
probably rests on Lang's success in changing the 8il1 so that there was
absolutely no limit apart from the finance on the groups who could claim
CGovernmsnt assistance.

Two other polints are worthy of note, one minor, the other a major.
The first is seen in the preamble of the Bill where it is specified that
no College is to wsceive the andowment from the Govermnment "unless the
whole of the sald 210,000 shall be devoted exclusively to the erection of

College bulldings on land to be granted for that purpnae”.’

7 ZThe Empire, 29 November, 1854
8 Presbyterian Church Publication, Dr. Lamz - /n Appreciation, p.5

9 Affiliated Colleges Act, 1354
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It would appear that thig point was introduced particulsrly to prevent
any atterpt by Doctor Larg to use sgome of 'the} monzy which may be collected
eitlior to re-establish his Australian College, or 10 add .ore buildings
to it. Lang made no reference to the point directly, but must have
realised its gignificance. Earlier in the year, lang had petitioned
Council for permission to sell some of the Scots Church land used for
Colleze purposes for & three-fold plam, - to ligquidaie certain dobis
on the property, to erect a manss for the two ministers of Seots Church,
and to establish & new Collage in a better and lese crowded area. There
had been several petitions against this move, and lang withdrew it after
the Select Committes appointed to it had begun its worke Hg gi1d so in
anticipation of a healing of the divisions in the Pregbyterian Church,
- after which the plam, he thought, would have a better reception, for he
still hoped "thut it (the Austrelian College) should form one of the
affilieted Colleges for the Prosbyterian conmtmion".m

The othor point is that cantained in the lust clause of the Bill -
"no honour or degree to be conferred on any student who shall not prod-
uce from the Principal of his College (or someone olse acerodited) a
certificate thut he is of compestsant religious attaiments.'n This had
come in to the Assembly because of a by-law of the Senate of the
University that no degree sheuld be given without testimounials concerning
these "competent religious attsinmenta®. The by-law had been passed by
the University Semate on 5th September 1853, and approval by the Governor
General and Council on 28th September, 1853. The clause in the Act was

12
to "give legal permanency to such resolutions”. 1In view of the

TS PNRY d

10  Votes and Progeedings, Legislative Assombly 1854
11 Sydney University Calendar 1863
12 Votes and Proceedings, Legislutive Assembly 1854
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emphasis placed by several spoakers on the Bill in 1850 concarning the
nocesgity of ensuring that religious differences did not interfers with
the establishment of the University it is strange that this rsligioug
limitation should have been accepted. The University ict of 1850

stated that “no religious test shsll be administersd to any peraon in
order to entitle him to be admitted as a student of the said University’,
and certainly it was meant to include obtaining = degree from the
Univerasity.

Doctor Lang had always advocated that education should not be
excluslve either because of birth or religion. in his own College,
students of all religiows could attend without en attempt being made
to convert them to Presbyterianism. His support of the sarly Sydaey
College was/gwg}atem of glving religlous help ou the reading of the
Bible - "without note or comment." This was also the basis of his
advocucy of a HNational Systeom in 1843 and 1844. During his eampaign
concerning the University Bill and his suggestions of adopilng the
American system he had mentioned psrticularly that the University in
approving various affiliated Colleges should ses “thal no religious
tests ghall be imposed in any auch Collegs on any student atiending its
clﬁsses¢“‘3 In a published letter to the Colonial Secretary, 1850, he
had repeated this view. FEven during the same Session, 1854, in speaking
to the Sydmey Grummar School Bill he had advocated a sysiem of sducation
"that did not imterfere with the prejudieces of any purticulsr creed al-

14
though it recognised religion as the basis of tiie social eompaet”.

13 J.D. Leng - Zxkra founcil Paper, OJctober, 1850
14 The Fampire, 29 November, 1854.
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It 1s therefore exccedingly strange that he should have allowed

the clause to pass without hindrance at least. He had been particular
to notice in thepreamble the phrasc "gyastematic raligious ingtruction"
as this could easily bring in to the Presbyierian renks differences
concerning state suuport, but to the religious test he spparenily
said nothing. The resolution apparently provoked no diseussion at
all. However, in 1858, when an amondment bill was introduced and
passed, “r. Dalley claimed that tie 1853 clause "had taken the house
by aurpriae”.15 It is the only way, though scarcely a satisfactory

one, to explain Dr. Lang's silencs.

15 Sydney Yorning Herald, 15 iy, 1858



It was some years before the Presbyterians of the Colony were
able to take advantage of the affiliated Colleges Act of 1854 und eat-
ablish a College for their denomimation. *ueh of this delay -as caused
by thoe divisions that existed in the Tresbyterian Church, some of it by
the ecluash of personalities of the leaders of these divisions. 3But it
wag not because of the want of effort in that direction, for there were
many public meetings held on the mutter, much money was collected, and
sevoral bills introduced into Farliamont to es$sblish suech a Collegs.

It is hard to decide who was first in the field im the work of
fostering a Presbyterian College iut evidently =fforta had Leen made in
1856 by the Synod of Australia. 1In a conferencs of that 3ynod with the
Synod of Tastern Mustralia, a jJolnt committse had been formed to foster
the project, and this committoe had drawn up a prospectus for the pro-
poscd College. However, the Frce Church group had subsequently with-
drawn becaugse its members did wot agree with the principles expressed
in the Affiliated Colloges Act, although individual members of thai

group hed remained on the Committae.‘

But perhaps it would be an advantage, at this point, to clarify
the distinetions of groupe within ths Presbyterisn Church. Dr. Lang

ag the first Presbylerian ¥inister in Australia, hod set up the Synod

1 Sydney Yormimg Herald. 6 April, 1858
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of Australia as soon as he had eacugh co-workers to do so. But in

1842, and consequent to criticism by some ministers of his absence from
his church on business concerned with the Au:tralian-cﬁllege, he hed
takon the opportunity to crystallize his views concerning Stute support
of the Chureh by setting up his own group, the Synod of New South Wales,
pladged to voluntary aupport.2 Following on the disruption of the
Presbyterian Church in Seotland in 1843 over similar matters, a Free
Chureh group had grown up in the Colony. The fourth group was that of
the United Presbyterians, consisting of but one chureh congregation, at
Balmain. The only point of difference was reslly concerning the con-
neciion betweon Church and State, tor they agreed in doctrine, discipline,
and worship. But the differences, like most difforences of a religious
naturs, were ofton ascentuated, and allowed to bias the judgment on
other than religious questions. HNo doubt the establishment ol a Pres-
byterian College would have been hustened by a resolution of these
difforonces, but the divided nature of the Presbyterian Church did not
preclude its establishment had the various groups been willing to
go-operate.

In the formation of this 1356 Cormittee, Dr. Lang had been
studiously ignorsd and his 3ynod of How South Yales not iavited {0
participate in any way. Lang with his forthrightnoas, und strong ad-
herance to and advocacy of his own ideas, had made many enemies within
tho ranks of ministers of the iresbyterian Church. He had been strongly

censured by some of his fellow ministers in 1342 and had broken away bo

2 Yotes and Froceedinge, Legislative issembly, 1858
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form the Synod of New South Welecs. He had thereupon been geposed from
the Synod of Australim and on the laiter's recommendat ion, the Pres~
bytery of Irvine had withdrawn his original eredentials. Lang bad boen
called upon to relinquish control of the Seote Church on Church Hill
and to give up tho property comnected with it, but ho had rafused to
do so, and had set up his own Synod. The details of this personal con-
flict need not concern us here, suffice it to say that Lang with character-
istic stubbornness, fought the mmiter right tarough to the Seotch ecourts
where he virtually won his cause snd was re-instated. But ihis did not
take plaes till 20 years afier the dispute began. It explains vhy Lang
and his Synod were not invited to join with the original committee, even
though he had been such a consistent advocate for {he ciuse of higher
education.

Thia fiket Committee decided to hold a public mesting om ipril §,
1858, to bring the matter to public attention and move further toward
the establishment of the proposed College. The public announcement ealled
for a mesting "of 211 those favourable to the eraction of a Presbyterian
Collsge within the Sydney Hnirernity“.3 But on the same day Dr. Lang
inserted a long advertisement ¢laiming that the conveners of this moeting
had no authority, and he proposed to move on amendmont that all rese
olutious shculd remain on the table for one week. His amendment was
planned as a refutation of the authority of the Committes, and while it
- mmy have been good strategy, it did not do anything to heal the bresch

between the groups. The advertisement set out the principles on which a

3 Sydoaey oraing Merald, 5 4pril, 1858
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Presbyterian College should be "re-~established”, by which wo may judge
that Lang had in mind a resurrectlon of the Australian College. It
also set out a suggested scheme to ensure equal rapresentation from the
four groups of Presbyterians. In short, it was a typical Lang production,
with good praectical suggestions for the furtherance of this new edu-
eational scheme, with loyal sdherence to his own early efforts in the
Australian Collegs, and all presentsd in a blunt fighting spirit which
could not do other than rouse antagonism in the opposing group.

The meeting was held as planncd under the chairmanship of Sir
Willlam Denison, and proceeded quietly until the first resolution was
pregented - that 2 Presbylterism Colloge should be estublished. 4t this
point Dr. Lang attempted to move his amendment but the Govermor General,
after a short exchasge and much uproar, ruled him out of order, and the
mooting proceeded with its busirese., It was urged that all Presbyterians
ought to unite im this task, and that the College should havs a Theo~
logical faculty bosed on the Westminster standard. Finally a Committee
af 31 members was presented and accepted, the ¢laim belng made that
tiey reprosented all classes of Tresbytoerlams. Dr. Laong's name did not
appear in this committee 110t.*

Lang, elaiming that the prineiples of a public moeting had been
abrogated by the chalrman of this mecting, decided to have a public
meeting of his own, and did so in tho next week. 1% was quite well
attonded, 250 being present, and Lang was given a good hearing. His
amendment was prosented and passed, and another set of resclutions

accepted. Thess had been preparcd by Lang and werc quite sound and practical

4 Sydnoy Moraing Herald, 6 April, 1858.
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Importemt among them and differing from those of the proviouc meeting
were the following, ~ firstly, that while the establishment of &
Theological faculty was highly desirable, it was not really necessary
uor was 1t practicable with the oxisting divisiona in the Presbyterian
believers, secondly, the Provisiinal Committee wae to have one minister,
one layman, aand one Hember of rarliament from eaeh of the four divisions
of the churehk, thirdly, that it was suggested that at least threc fifths
of the necessary £10,000 be subscribed by small domators in order %o
glive the College as popular & foundation as poeeibla;g However, though
Iang*s proposals wers very sound and prastical they did not conver the
first group, and in the followirg woek Lang reported to another meeting -
that it had been difficult to find members of the Synod of Australia
and the Free Church, to act on the Committee.

The two committees went om with thelr separate plams. But Lang's
Committee, if we may call it that Cor convenience, did try to effect a
compromise withthe first Committee. A letter was writien setting out
their objections to some points in the first Comitteo*s programme,
mmel;r, %0 the establishment of a Theologisal feculiy, becauss imprac-
ticable, to the £10 sharc suggested, because the lower elasses would be
precluded, and to the nams, St. Judrew's, beeauss it was sectariam.

The first Committee received these objections but decided to refuse a
conTerence becauses they were definite about their rosolutions. They
went right ahead with thelr plaus and soom publishad their prospectus
for St. Andrew's College, inecluding in it the principles mentioncd adove.

5 Lane Papers, Vol.16, Mitchell Library
6 Ibid.
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Subseriptlons were invited and the voting powers outlined az 210 =~ one
vote, £25 - two votes, £50 - throe votes and for svery additional £50 ~
one more Yote.:

Heanwhils Lang's Committce hed reportad to ite followers the
attempts at reconelliction with the Pirst Committes, und had added other
plans to its programme. “ost important was the su gestion bthot as some
strong sscondary work was nocessary to prepare studemts for the University,
it would be advisable to re-open the Auvstralian College for the purpose.
Bui the econfusion that followed on having two Committees, both ostensibly
for the sams project, and both collesting subseriptiona, decided Lang's
group to appeal for a elarifisation of the mattor. Jlecordingly Lang
preasentad a Petition to Parliasmeat in June, 1858, setting out the
altuation aa it had developed and asking that the whole matter be in-
vestigsted and submitted to another full public mesting.

Lang*s petition led to the formation of a Selsct Committee made
up from memhers of both College Cummittees with soveral other disinterested
pergong. In their report made after oxamination of the principal actors,
they were “unanimously of opinion that the statemont and allegations
of the petitionor ora in the main satisfactorily proved”. They agreed
with Lang*s view that hias proposed amendment in the publiec meeting
should have besn acceptad by the chairmon (Sir ¥illiam Denison), and
they drew attention to the apparent oversight of the drafteman who in
drawing up the deed of gramt to the Senate of the University, hod limited
tha privilege of lané for a Collags to the Church of Scotland rather

thun to the Preosbyterians in genaral. Thelr final recommendation was

7 Sydney Yornine Herald, 5 June, 1848.
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that Parlisment should refuse the grant for a Presbyterian Collega until
ths parties start from the beginning and adjust their differences.

Soon after this report had been presentod the Yoderator of the
Synod of New Couth Wales, the feves John Reid, wrote the Moderator of
the Syncd of Australia with a view to follow tho suggostions of the
Parliamentary Commitiee, that the various groups of ‘resbyterians
should unite in the efforte to establish a College. He suggested the
appointment of a minister, a Member of Parlisment, and a layman from
saeh group to form a Committee. This was Lang®s original idoa, but
evidently it was not favourably raceived for I cun find no record of
the establishment of such a committee.

It is quite possible that Lang®s group did proeeed with the
formation of a Commities om the suggested basis, for in the 1859-1360
seaslion, Lang introduced into Parliament a bill callsdfhe "St. Andrew's
College Bill". Seversl petitions againet the Bill were recelved, umong
them onc from the leaders of his own Synode The objections wers based
mainly on the omission of provision in the bill for systematic religious
instruction. A Select Committee did work on the Bill, and spent some
time deliberating over the preamble which concerned the purpose of the
College. Lang had done quite am amount of preparstory work for the
8lils. He had written many letters to ask for opinions and help, sending
coples of ithe draff bill that hsd been prepsred. Doctor Yoollaey, of
the GSydney University, agreed in the maim with Dr. Lang's suggestions,
and pointed out that with the existing division in the iresbyterian
Chureh, the rrinclpal must be unbianssed. Professor Smith exyressed very

similar ideas, and gave his opinion that any attompt to have a Board
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of visitors composed of ministers would end in disaster. However, Lang
evidently deecided that the time was nob opportune for the estoblishment
of the College, and he deeided not to proceed with the Bill,

Dre Lang made his eighth trip home late in 1860, returning toward
the end of the next year. He was in time to witness the passing of the
disestablishment ©Lill in 1862. After lomg and spirited debates, the
Bill, which stated that all future grants of money from the Treasury
for the support of religion were prohibited, became law. The cessaiion
of future granits, though existing gronts were to contdnue, removed the
main cause of difference between the warlous Presbyterlian divisions.
“There was now a general and strong desire that tha different sections
of the Church vhich had long bscn separated from each other solsly om
the question of Church and State, should be re-united and form ono stroug
and vigorous hody".s But even with such a "strong desire™ it took
three years for a union to bo made and the impulsive Lung eould not bear
to wail any longer for the introduction of legislation for the proposed
College. 1In 1862 he again introduced a bill for the establishment of a
Prosbyterian College and a Select Committee was appointed to discuss it.
There were several points that caused diacussion and at lesst three
drafts were prepared as changes wers made in the clsuses. The main
points of difference were the name, the purpose, the method of election
of the Prineipsl and the Bourd of Management, and the voting powers
based on subscription.

The name suggested by Dr. Lang was simply "The Presbyterian Collegse',
but objections were raised that this would 1limit the usefulness of the

8 J.D. Lang - Higtorigs) and Statistica] Aecount of New
Seuth Wales, 1875.
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institution, which, it was hopoed would serve many of the lesser known
religious groups ans well as Presbyterian. A4 strongly supported name
glven as an alternative was "St. Andrew's Collsge®. The two Colleges
already established had *Saint' names, the Church of Zngland having

ite Paul, the Roman Catholie, St. John. -Lang and others objected to
5ts Andrew's becanse the Clurch of England ccthedral was known as St.
Andrewa, and they claimed their Collegze would ba connected in the minds
of meny, with the church of the same name. Ths nawme may not acem to be
of wvital importance but it took much of the time of the Commitiee in
every presentation of the Bill,.

The preamble, which rezlly set out the purpose of the establ ishment
of the College, was hotly deboted. Lang had stated merely that it would
be a College "wherein provision shull be made for the residence and
domestic supervision of Presbyterian and other students”. Other groups
desired the inclusion of a clauss coucerning "the sy:ztematic religious
instruction in accordance with Weatmimster standerds”, Lang had decided
not to include such a clause because of the dis-united state of the
Presbyterian Church, and not because he disagreed with such an aim.

The election of Fellows, the constitution of the Board of
Vanagement, and the voting power of the subscribers were further points
of difference. Most important of this section was the voling powser
a8 determined by the amount of the subscription. Dr. Lang claimed that
the College, to te succeasful in development an¢ purpose, should rest on
& broad base of Fresbyterian support, and he proposed to have a system
wharsby £1 gave one vote, £5 - two votes, £10 -~ three votes, 250 or

more - four votes. As opposed to this there was thie suggestion that
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£5 give one vote, £10 - two votes, £20 - three votes, £50 - four votes,
and an exira vole for every further £50. A large donation, on this
system, would give one donor quite an influence in the voting. Lang's
gehome was probably the most praetical of those suggested, and it was
the one adopted by the Select Commitiee.
In iis report, the Committee gave its opinion that it would be
quite possible to establish the proposed Presbyterian College, even
though there were divisions in the church, The rsport in the main,
supported Lang®s 1deag, but im one particular at least, it negatived
his suggestions. Lang had claimed that in order Lo prepars for the higher
level University vork, it would be necessary to eostablish a secondary
school. He had in mind reviving his Australisn Gollege, But the com-
nittee found th=t there was a v ery definite opposition to this ides
emong the witnesses examined. This report was brought in on 18th November,
1862,and a motion made for the second resding of the bill, but the dsbate
wag adjourned and the bill lost because of the ending of the aeseion.9
During the 1863 Parlismentary Sesaions, Lang ogain introduced the

bill. He was a tireless worker, and this projeet of ocducation was dear
to hie heart. Ho had again written to some of tire imporitant educational-
igts of the day for advice on the bill, and smong osthers Professor Smith
had written him. Dr. Smith gave several suggestions for the bill but
also stated,

"I hope and baslieve that union among Presbyterians is

not now far distamt, and I rather think it would be

more satisfactory to have union first and a College

Bill afterwards. The united body would maturally
prefer doing an important thing like this themselves,

9 XYote: and Proceedings, Legislative Assembly, 1862
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instead of having it donme for them - not thet they

would be likely (so far us I can see) to produce a

better bill.” 10
The introduction of the bill aguin produced severzl petitiona, most
of which were in favour of its urinciples. One of the main reasons
¢laimed as an objsetion in the potitions opposing the bill was the
expectation of an early union among the Presbyteriams. The Select
Committee congidsred all of these petitioms but on Oetober &, 1863,
brought back the bill without any amendment. The Bill "had been read
2 second time, and had passed the Committee of the whole Howse, when
the Winstry of the day was throwa out, and the Parllisment was suddenly
@i.ssalud."“

Again in 1864 Lang presented the College Bill and it procesded
to the second reading. Lang elaims th:t it had been purposely deferred
from time to time because of the expscted union o the Presbytorian
shurch, and that in this 1864 Bill, a speelal oroviso was introduced.
"Provided that the six Preshyterian ministers or clerical fellows ~
sholl be elected ~ by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Churech
of Mew South %?alea“.m Bul again the Bill was lost tscause of circum-
stances beyond Lang®s control, and its passing put as far off as aver.
Union of the sections of the Presbyterian Church seemed imminent

80 Lang decided to defer "submitting the Bill to Parliament till after
the consummation of the Uniom and the meet ing of Goneral Assembly”,
because he "wished to coneiliste the brethren genera].:ty“.13 But in

the meantime he wrote to several ministers of the Synod of Australia

10 Lang Papers, Vol.16, Mitchell Library

11 J.D. Lang - Sb. Andrey's or the Presbyterian College, p.4
12 The , 23 July, 1866 P ¥

13 Ikid
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who had not given evidence in the matter and he included eopies of the
1863 Bill. Of the three answers included in the Lang Popers in the
Mitchell Library, =1l oppose the bill onm the ground of its introdustion
at the time when the Genernl Asgembly was about to convene. Only one
of these was opposed to the 3ill itself. One ministor, the Rev. James
White said, "I have no doubt but thot when submiited to the United
Church it will, in the main, meet with genersl, a;sproval“.t4

The Presbyterian Chureh was st last unitod in September, 1865,
and Lang lost no time in introdueing the matter of the Presbyterian
College. He suggested that they examine the Bill as oo far produced
by the several Seleet Comittess of Parliament, elause by clausse, and
agree on the drafi to be presented to the next sesuion of Parliament.
This seemed a very f air and profitoble suggestion, bui one of Lang®sa
oppouents moved that they should not proceed to comsider the Bill because
the Unliversity was not yet clcar about some conditions for the granting
of degrecs and because the General issembly muet 7irat decide the chalrs
to be established in the proposed College. Neither of these reasons
seens {0 be valid and Lang in n letter to the public said that he could
aot "help regarding both of these alleged reasons as frivolous and '
futile in ths extrama“.ﬁs They indleate, however, the opposition thet
Lang could expect. Tvidently some of the other Pr&ﬁbyterian’divinas
were prepared to oppose anything at all introduced by Doctor Lang because

of personal animosity, disregarding entirely the valus of the proposal.

14 Bang Papers, Vol.16, Mitchell Library.
15 The fmpire, 23 July, 1866.
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These two suggestions were then referred to a Committee to report
on the procedurs to be adopted. It would appear that this action was a
deliberate attempt to delay the whole matter, if nct to shelve it
altogether, Nothing was done by this 'College® Committee for six months
aad a favourcble opportunity was thereby lost. “hom the Committee did
consider the matfer it decided that before proceeding with the establish-
ment of the College it would be necessary to have the Affiliated Colleges
Act of 1854 amended to allow students who had graduated to stay on longer
and take further theologicul studies.

It is not surprising that Dr. Lang considered that an attempt was
being made through this Committoe to throw coldwnter on the whole scheme.
Ho therefore decided to introduce his own 1864 Bill 4o Farliament at once.
He published hie views on the proceedings and astaied hic intentions in
"The Tmpire” of 23rd July, 1866. The General Assombly of the Presbyterian
Church would not meet until October of that year and by the time a bill
was prepared and introduced the Parliamentary session would end. Lang was
not willing to waaste another year, but he pointed out that if there were
any objections to points in the 1864 Bill, they could be presented to
the Select Committee. He wrote the convener of the Ceneral Assembly, the
Reverend Willliam Purves, with the suggestion that the Assembly should
consider the whole matter when it met and decide on any amendments desir-
able in Lang's Bill. If these amendments were then introduced to the
Geleet Committee they could be included and the Bill would, in effect,

te that of the General .éttamwably.16

16 Letter from Lang to Rev. Purves, Lang Faperg, Vol.16,
¥Miteholl Library.
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Acocordingly Lang introduced his own Bill and it was before
Parliament when the General Assembly met. It was discussed by the
fgzembly and "certain amendments on my measure, im the shape of a separate
Bill, which was drawn up at the instance of the Cemeral Assembly, were
thorefors submitted to the Soleet Committec on the Bill, of which I was
17

chairman®, Some of the Committee members obvjected to the prosedure
of introducing ¢ new bill, as it were, into the Selsct Comitice stoge,
but Lang saw the members privately and to overcoms the difficulty .
Cowper moved that the Assembly's bill bs accepicd as a series of amand~
monts on the original bill. ‘This setisfisd the observation of pro-
cadureg and the Committee reported on the Bill. The 8ill had been passed
on to the Upper House when tho 18656 session ended. JAgain Lang had teen
Truatroted just as the gosl was in sight.

Farly in the 1867 session the bill again came before the How e on
the petition of the Ceneral Assembly of the Presbytsrian Church.
ipparently the House was quite willing to expedits the matter far the
bill was taken for its three readings in one duy and sent on at once to
the COuneil.’B Within a month it was back agaln with soms amoadments
made by the Uppar House,. the main ones being the neme, which vias changed
from Presbyterian to St. Andew's, and the voting powers. Ueveral
potitions were presented at this stage, one being from the Goneral
Aspembly claiming that Lang had in 1866 introduced his own bill rather

than that of the Assembly. Lang was obliged to d=fond himself and he

17 J.D. Lang - "St. Andrew's or Presbvierian College”, p.4
18 Yoies and Proceedings, Legislative /ssembly, 1867.
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outlined the whole history of the Bill. He quoted the lstter from the
Reverend Purves agreeing to his suggestion to substitute the Bill by

amendment. A majority in the House supported Lang at this stage.19

The Assembly deecided to adhore to most of the original points of
the Bill and again sent it to the Gouncil. But = month later it was
roturned with the same suggestions for amendments. Lang stated that
he would not oppose the name “St. Andrew's” at this atage but he didn't
asgree with it. He also pointed out that a franchise of 25 would eliminate
many subseribers. Most of tho speakers on the 3Bill wers in agreemenﬁ
with Lang on these gointa.-zo It appeared that a deadlock had bsen reached,
but a suggestion was made somewhere in the assembly that a free com-
faronce he held on the bill. "4 wessage to the Legislative Council was
agreed to concerning the amendments of tae Couneil im the Fresbyterian
College Bill, and stating that the following members of the Logislative
Agssembly would confer with members of the Council in regard to the matter’.'m

The Assembly repeated the suggestion of the Conference a month
later and the Council, though i%s usual conserveiism made it very re-
luctant, finally agreed. The Coiference was hsld on November 14, 1867,
and caused much interest, not only because of the bill concerned but be-
‘cause it was "such an unusual parliamentary procedure".az In fact it was
8o unusual t.hat_sereral members of the Assembly noi on the Committee were
very anxious to atiend, and finally had to be ejecteds But it did have
effoctive resulte for compromise was reached. Voting power was accepted

as in Lang's original bill but the name accepted was St. Andrews, The

19 Sydney Morning He » 15 August, 1867
20 JIbid., 5 October, 1867.
21 Ibid., 10 October, 1867.
22 Ibid., 16 October, 1867.
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bill was assented to on 12th December, 186?.23

Dr. Lang could be exeused a feeling of pride and satisfaction
thit at last his ideas for a University College had reached such an ad-
vanced stage. He was now 68 years of age and covld reasonably have
rotired from actitanparticipation in church affairs. Ilad he done 9o,
his record concsrning Ste. Androw's College would have bee:n nothing but
praiseworthy. However his later activities in counsction with the College
d4id nothing to improve his reputation, and much to harm it. 4 letler
from the Rev. J. Young stated, "there gan be no @oubt that had you not
taken the mattor up as you have done there would huve been slander hopes
of a Presbyterien Collegze fo: & longth of time", but adds, perhaps hope-
fully, "the estsblishment of the College is a fitting termination to
your long and useful career in the Gollsge".z‘

But Dr. Lang had set hls heart on becoming the first Principal
of the new College. He haud told his followers at the general oclection
of 1865, "that would be the last time he would ever solicit their suff-
rages 8s a candidate. . . ." He %hen believed "that the College Bill would
shortly be passed into law, and that I should be eantrusted with the

3 Certalnly

carrying out of the measurs as Principel of the College.”
he had been the mainspring of the actiQity to sstablish the Collegs but
he had not won many friends among his own church because of that. The
new Union of the Presbyterians was rather in the lstter than in the spiri ¢,

and many of the old animodties were still present. Laung's forthrightness

23 Yokos and Progoedipgs, Logislative Assembly, 1867
24 Llang Pspers, Vol.16, ifitehell Library

25 J.D. Lang - St. Andrew's or the Presbvierian College, p.4



162

and drive is more easily appreciated by those looking buek on his
work than it was by his contemporaries. /ther difficulties were in the
way of Lang's ambition, for other ren were thinkiz;g of the Principalship.
Chief among these wers Dr. Steel ond Rev. Thomson. It so happens that
these three, (Dr. Lang, Dr. Stcel and “r. Thomson) ars doing their
utmost to get the position of principal of the projected 'Presbyterian
Gol}.ego”';% In this letter from the Rev. Dr. McGibbon, one of Lang's
strongest opponents in the Presbyterisn College affair, to Dr. Stenhouse,
he charitably admits, "I suppose Dr. Lang will get the appointment as he
hes a right to it far beyond anything which the two others can aubmit.“”

The first stop taken by the Presbyteriams 5o implement the St.
Andrew®s College Act was the sotting up of a Provisicnal Committsce of
19 mombers, slected by the General Assembly in 1868. The task of this
Committee was to organize and conduct an appesl o the Frosbyterians of
the Colony in order to raise the £10,000 stipulsted under the Alfiliated
Colleges Act. A letier setting out the aims, purposos and nceds of the
College was preparod and sent throughout the Colony uauder the signature
and authority of Heve Purves, lsader of the Commitice. The appeal was also
published in the dauily press. It was decided that cech commitfee member
would do his bast to eollect funds for the proposed (ollege. Bubt apparent-
ly no division of territory was made by the meeting, and it was left to
the individual members to colleet where they could.

The appeal began at once, und it soon beeame known that there
was keen competition in this colleeting. The reason was obvious. Rach

contributor, according to his donation, was given voting power, and since

26 stenhouse Papers, p.401, Mitchell Library

27 Ikid.
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the election would toke place at a meeting in Sydnsy, it was customary
to give Lo the person ecollecting uot only the money, bub ‘also a proxy

for use of the votes. The man who collected most would have greuteat

voting power at the Council Tlections.

Dr. Lang visited *felbourne and sent out an appeal for funds
stoting that he would 2ccept proxiss to use in the ballot. e plinned
to come back through the Riveriua hoping fevr-largz_; donations from
squattors. But the season was a bad one. Ian a letier froma friend
he was warned that "in the pressat depressed condition of squatting
pursuits, I fear you will not get so much for your Jollege ms you might
have hoped to receive, yet it would be gratifying to have a general
response to the eall even though tho amounts given were smull“.za Ag
would be expected Lang was tireloss in his efforts to r:ise funds, He
did not allow his age, (he was®69) to intsrfore with his travelling, and
he wrote many lettors not only to gettlers but %o f}isnds and aasdciatea
in “ngland and Scotlend. Tach letter had a perzonal touch, = &Anthony
Hordern was reminded of his early days at the Austrelian Collegse, for he
mentionas “the pleasurable remembrances it ralssd up befors me when allude-

29 ¥ith his brother Andrew, of

ing to my early days at your school”.
Dummorse, he worked differently. He entered his brother*s name on the list
for 2100 but when in 1870, iAndrew was cgked for the money, he wrote the
Doctor, "You know in the first instance you put down my nime without
authority, and I only agreed to it when you promised %o pay it out of the
£117 that I paid for you to Mr. Crawford“ﬁ.& %ith such efforts Dr. Lang

managed to obtain, by the time of the meeting in 1870, enough cash to give

28 Letter from “rancis Longmore. Lang Poporas, Vok.7, Yitchell Librar
29 Lang Papers, Vol.7, Mitchell Library
292 Ibid., Vol.?6, Witchell Library.
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him 300 proxies.

The election of the College Council fook place at & meeting in
Yovember, 1870, and Dr. Lang found that other memboers had also been
vory tusy collecting proxies. Lung was elected a memter of the College
Council but his proxies were not sufficient to enabls him fo obtain the
eloction of his nomineces foi the lay positions. ¥rom this time Lang
realised that he did not have a predominating influence in the Committee
ar the nowly elected College Council. One of the rirst items of business

was to choose a Prineipal. Some Councillors thought they should obtaln

gomeone from abroad for the post, but Lang pointed out thut the let did
not allow that. Legal opinion sought later agreed with Lange Mr. John
Richardson moved that Dr. Lang be elected Principal for one year, but
Lang regarded that suggestion ag an insult. The Rev. Ymckray was then
elected, but he declined the offics. In a meeting of 18th July, 1871,
Mre. 3.D. Gordon moved that Dr. Lang be elected Princijsal, but an amend-
ment was moved by Dr. Steel, ons of Lang®s more powsrful opponents, that
the Prineipal come from abroad. Both the amendment and motion wers lomt.
Ho doubt thers was some personal animosity at work against Lang but that
was not all. He was an old man, and it eould not bo expected that his
influence would be as strong on the younger membeors of the Presbyterian
ministry as ian former years.
“te had before us the fact that the college whieh he had

himself brought into existence had collapsed, and we knew

vory well that a capacity for administrution was not among

the great tnlents he poisessad. Yoreiver, he was then over

seventy yearas of age, uid it was impossible nob %0 gee that the

infirmities of age were alrsady begimniug to exhibli signe
of their presence." 30

30 Cameron - Contenary History of fhe Presbyierian Church i
Hew South ¥ales, p.153 =
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Porhaps some of this criticlsm eould be considered harsh, but it was
cortainly realistic. Pinally the Hev. /dam Thomson was slected Principal
of the College.

Dr. Lang was very disappointed. He published a pamphlet setting
out the history of the movement for the College aund stressed the part
he had playeds The tenor of tie pamphlet is unfurtuanate for Lang®s
roputation. He lists the jualifications he had for the offics of
Priaeipal, including his work for the College Pill, his genersl services
to education, the money he has spent in travel to stimulate interest,
and even ¢laims that hie family's contribution of 211,140 mude it “sursly

-

. & matter of eourtesy - if not of bounden duty, to hiave recognised my
claim".31 He accused wany of the Commitiee mombereg of “"underhand"
practices, partieularly in visiting cholce ierritorics, which he had
planned to visit, to solicit funds. “How," he osks, "can the divine
blegsing bo expected on an Instlifubtion got up in such a way”‘3z= Ho one
could dony Lang's indefutigable efforts on behalf of this educational
institution, but it 1a to be rogretted that he finished in this =y.

In 1872 he wrote the Colonial Secretary asking {or the opinion
of the Attornsy General on certuzin actions of the Gauneil.33 Later he
took the case to court claiming that the Council waa not 'duly elested’.
During 1873 Dr. Lang was electod foderator of the Presbyterian Church,
surely honour eaough, but he continued to prses hie claim to the Principal-

ship. He wrote a long letisr to the Gomer:zl Assembly setting out a1l the

materisl again, and asking for a committee to lavestigste the whole‘matter.3‘

31 J.D. Lang, S§. Andrew's or the Fresbvberisn Colleza, p.27
32 Ibid., p.18

33 Lanz Papors, Volume 16, Witehell Library.

34 Ibide.
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S0 determined was he thai he took the appesl to the iuglish courts,
visiting ¥ngland in that connection on his ninth and last j;urney home
in 1874. But the prospects of success evidently did not appear very
bright for in 1875 he wrote to the Hon. S.D. Gordon, M.1.C., that if the
apperl succeeded all the subscribars would be enaklad io withdraw their
subgeriptions and he doubfed vhether this was worthwhile. Ho decided
to allow the “mystery of iniquity to be developed without interferencs
on my part and to forget the appe:zl provided the College Council pays
all the expenses so far incurraﬁ"‘35 There ig no evidence that the
College Couneil gave this fineneinl holp, but the apprsl was apparently
dropped.

The College ayplied for land on Misacnden Noad on 15th Degember,
1870, and on 10th July, 1871 the University Ssnute rscowmeandcd that the
bloeck of land being reserved for the Wesleyans bs granted to the Pres-~
byterians. %hile the plane for tiie Jollege wore beling drawn up teaching
waa carrisd on {rom 18%h August,i873,in Cypresa H2ll, a rented house on
“ewbown Road. The foundation stone for St. Avdrew's College was laid
on 9th Yay, 1874, and the Collegs wes officlially ovpened on 22ad July, 1876;36
Trome smoll beginning it came by 1914 to have the largest enrolment of the
Syduney Univerzity Colleges end was “"the only Collops which had a Faculty
of Theology, there bsinz thres Professorshlips estabtlished in subjecis re-
duired for ths training of candidates for the miniﬁﬁry."37 Lang's dream

of an institution to train a native ministry had at last been realised.

35 Lang Papers, Vol.16, fitchell Library
35 St. Avdrew's Colleze ifagazine, November, 1508
37 Robert A. Dellen - The Univergity of Sydney, Its History



CHAPTER X

brs Lang brought to his work in Australia an expansive intellsct,

a covananter's fervour, a ready tongue, a practical outlook, and the on=
thuasiasm of youth, The now land gave opportunity for the exercise of

0ll these gqualities and the developmont of many others. To men of Lang's
calibre the bareness of colonial 1life was a challenge, a call to arms,

a chance %o grow apace in a land of opportunity. Lang was a Churchman,
and his pat?otic zeal for the development of the Fresbyterian Church in
Angtralia never flasgged for a moment. But he did not limit his activities
to his church work. He was interested im everything that made for the
growth of a democratic nation im the new land, and his intorests wers
amazingly widespread. His achievements in any one line of en&eavour
could well be counted as success. Certainly, his work in education
warrants him a place as one of the founders of sur justrallan educationsl
system.

On the heels of his efforts to establish a Seots Church in 3ydney
in 1823 came his appeals to the Covernment for help in establishing elem-
entary schools for the untulored masses. He did uol give up those efforts
until in 1866 he saw Farkes' Ndusstion Bill put clementary education on
the road to suceess. The parish sehools which he advocated first in 1828
were given Government aid in 1636 and on, and undoubtedly, in relation to

population, the Presbyterians did more than any other religious group for
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this type of work up till 1866. 1In 1835 one of the Sydney newspapers

in an article about Dr. Lang and the educution ,usstion made the crit-

icism that the tendency in the colony was t establish too many high-~

class schools and not enough primary schoals.1 But, while the estab-
lishment of sevaral Colleges may have suggested this tendency in educational
dovelopment at that time, tho criticism is not valid of Dr. Lang. He

was vitally concerned with the work of the Australian College, Lut he

hod been doing his best even in 1335 to get assistance granted to help
ogtablish parish or primary schools. With several Colleges once established
in the early thirties tho general interest in education shifted to the
primary work. “hen Governor Bourke found the Irish system unaeceptable

to the colomy he gave financial aid to the desnominational schools, and

this system continued for many years. Dr. Lang, who had been asking

for such aid since 1828, accepted it wherever he could, and encouraged

every Presbyterlan chureh to establish a small primary school.

Lang*s first great school venture, tie Australian College, had
far-reaching educational influence in the Colony. ¥hen Dr. Luang arrived
in the Colony in 1823 there were very few schools of =ay type and certainly
nons of the size or ambition to gatiasfy his concept of a College. Right
at the outset of his work in Kew South Wales he had plans to establish =
secondary school or college, and =s early as 1826 he had published his
&ntantiona,z bul the plans had never been put iuto practice. Hie efforts
in conjunction with the Sydmey College group did not satisfy him in that

his efforts were too often negatived by the unwisldy committee organization

1 Sydpey Gazette, 23 vy, 1835
2 The Augiralian, 28 June, 1826.
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and his ideas were not always scesptable fo other members of the group.
His appréach to the Archdeacon had convinced him that any College’
established under the Church of "ngland banner would be based on exclusive
lines and that religlious edusation in such an institution would be built
vary definitely on the catechism of that church. He decided to take

steps t0 establish a College of his own, & Presbyterian Collegoe which
would follow his ideas of education as he adapted thegystem of Scbtland

to the needs of the now Colony.

There was an undoubted need for such a College in the Colony.
lang's final aim was for the Australian College tu £ill the place of o
University, but until that aim was feasible he plamned to provide both an
elementary and & gecondary educatlon that would obviate tho nocessity of
colonlal youths proceeding to Zngland at a comparatively tender sge to
further their education. His staff was generally well-chosen and capable,
and of a standard of education that fitted them Cor carrying the work of
the College. They were the first men of such calibre onguged in teach-
ing work that the Colony had s-en, and Lang must receive credit for the
introduction of thess men. The establishment of such an institution of
culture and learning mugt have had a steadying and an uplifting effect
on the new country. Uhen schools of this nature are seen in a community
there 1is suggested a feeling of solidity snd assured development. Moet
of the uppor e¢lass in the colonizl society had either attended or knew
of the work of similar colleges in the homeland, and the establishment of
this school in thelr new home must have been a groat satisfaction. It
wag certainly a great step forward in the educational development of the

country.
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It is undoubtedly true thut Lang's badly timed secesaion from
the influentisl Sydney College group interfersd to a great extent with
the development of his own College, but this was a burden his own nature
liad trought upon him. IHe was wnot only enthusiastic, he was bombustically
dominoering, and in the "wisdom® of youth he could sdmit 1o other ideas
as better than his own. Apparently he could ol only play second fiddle
to anyons and his impulsive, impotient nature compellied him to lsave
the more conservutive Sydney College group and proceed on his ovn way.
This secession, or at least tho manner of it, was an unfortunate step,
but Lang*s nature being what it was, the breank was practically inevitable.
Had it not come when it did, it would have come later. On the other
hand, Lang®s strongly developed loyalty to the Presbyterian Church pre-
vented him from joining in with the Archdeacon’s'plan for he roalised
that no great help would come to his church from the establishment of
the King's Schools. Broughton's letter of eomplaint notwithstanding, it
appears ovident enough that lLang®s wisit to the Archdeacon had been of
an investigatory nature, and having discovered the former's exclusive-
ness, Lang had every reason to abatain from the Church of Ingland scheme.
The antagoniam engendcred was not warranted by this abstention,; dut
was probably fostered by the initial succeas of the Australian College
and by Lang*s eriticism of the Church and Sehool Corporstion. Lang's
partisanship and the pompous self-satisfaction of the Archdeacon would
probably have caused a breach at some time, but Lung in this instance was
rather unfortunate thon blameworthy to rouse the opposition of the

agtablished church.
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But against the debits of these disagreements and ‘antagonisms,
important and long-standing though they proved, therec must be placed
the courage and the initiative that prompted Dr. Lang to procced single
hauded to establish the Australian College. He had been in ths colony
ouly six years, and though he had been very suecesgful in his work
in that ¢ime and had boem given svary assistance by the Presbyterians,
the reaponsibility which he go veadily accepted in conueet.on with the
new college was a great one. Certainly he had beew given no encourage=
mont by his early atiempt in 1826, and yet his zeal in pressing cn alone
in 1830 was undsubted. ic plammed o raise a loan in England, and had
with hi~ some desds of property of his own and the power to mortgageﬁ
some of the Scots Church land. His arrival in England at & time of
dlistress, uncertainty, and economic depreassion could have discouraged
a lesger man, but Lang had enough initiative and wit to see in the very
situation an opportunity {o gain his ends. His propesal to earry out
a shipload of mschanics was u very happy one. It would give him the
sxperienced workmen he needed, it helped his loan prograrms, and the
British Govermment were benefiting both at home and abroad. It is nob
surprising that on the arrival of the 'Stirling Castle' in Sydney, Lang
was everywihere sulogized for his patrotism, “"certainly the boldest effort
gver made by a single individual to *advance Anstralia'.“3

It has been clalmed bty some that Lang®s Colleza scheme was too
ambitious, but Shat claim is not borne out by the facts. Granted, he did

hope that his College would one day rank as a University College, but

3 Sydney Gazette, 15 Getober, 1831.
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there is no suggestlion made anywiere that his Collsge should be the
University and that other Colleges should remain as secondary schoolse
And while aiming at a University College status, he was guite ready to
offer courses in slementary and mcreantile subjects alongside a course
at grommar school level until such time as the University scction wasg
required. There were many clrcumstances operatlng ugainst the success
of the Australian College, but had it gons according to Lang®s home it
is certain that when the University was established in 1850 the College
would have been ready to have fitted in as an affiliated Collego as in
tho London Univorsity plan,which Lang favourede I “nof fallure but low
aim is erime” Lawng could never be convictede.

Another eriticism that has besen made of tho Australian College
is thot its usefulness was Llimited becouse it wos conducted on rigld
goctarian principles. Ome of tue original urticles of the Jollege stated
that: "the Bible will be read daily in the IZnglish and

Classieal schools, tha business of every day will commence

with prayer, and the inculcation of morel and religious

principles will form a leading object of ths magters.

A% the seme time the youth attending the Mstitutlon will

be taught whatever Protestant catechism thsir parents or

guardians may recommend, and no attempt will be made by 4

the mastors to proselytize them to the Presbyterian Church.”
Dr. Lang was a strong advocaio in those early years of the British and
‘Poreign system which allowed reading of the Scriptures "without note or
comment “, and it would be strange if, in his owm eollege, he made the
religious work exclusively Presbyferian. Contemporarvy opinion gives no
ground for the eriticism. "It was neither a theological institution nor

confined in its advantage to any particular denomination, opon to pupils

of wvery ereasd, no catashism of any sor{ being taught.“s It seems far

4 The Australian, 20 May, 1826
5 J. Maclehoss, Pictures of Sydney, 1338.
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more likely that if religious ophios preventad any parents from patron-
islng the Australian College it was because they were antagonised

by the sectarianism of the Principal,who did not hositate to uphold his
church in all public questions and on all occcasions.

The Australian College was probably at its pesk of effectivenass
during the years 1336-1839. Uany of the early difficulties of housing
and equipment had been overcome at least in part, and the daif was well
capable of carrying on effective work. It was during this geriod that
the {sllege was visited by.Sir %illiam Burton who said,

"Having visited the Australlian College at the commence-

ment of the years 1338 and 1839 the writer of these observ~

ations was highly impressed in favour of the courss of in-

struction pursued at it, so far as it had procsoded, -

questions were proposod on all the subjects of instruetion,

and answered with a quickness which proved both the knowledge

and care of the teaching and the aptness of the scholars.”
Lang claimed that up to the time in 1841 when staffing difficulties czused
e temporary closing of the College more than five hundred situdents had
been educated there.

| One feature of the Australian College has not so far been

mentioned - the library. DPr. Lang recognized the importance of a library
in a college, and on his visit to Nngland in 1830 he gave a desl of
attention to procuring equipment for it. In order to rase the necessary
funds he sent out a cireular letter dated 21si Yarch, 1831, {0 raise
money in bills of 2100 of £200 for 18 monthas at 57. The letter explained
that “as no part of the capital of the institution whieh will amount to

£7,000 is awvailable in this country (¥ngland), Dr. Long is desirous of

raising a loan of £1500 for thess purposea,ﬂ7 The success of this

6 The State of Religion and Fducation in New South Zales,
Burton, p.141, ’
7 m Egm’ v0l.16, ¥Mitchell Libra.ry‘o
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sppeal is unknown but Lang proceeded to buy some of the material which
he thought necessary. He procured advice on the selsection of books from
those best qualified to give it, and was able to i ring out with him in
1831 books "$o the number of 1,700 volumes, togeiher with a veluable

and extensive phllosophlical apparatus and numerous speeimens of mincrals,

8

ete., to illustrate lectures on wmineralogy and zeology.">w MWr. Carmichael,
ong of the new tenchers, had been given authority %o select some of the
books, and he hod spent £119:1016. Invoices in Lang's Papers show that
approximately £730 had been apent, and to this muast be added the cost
of carriage. The Doctor had evidently been able to gain the sympaihy
of some Government authorities for in 1834 His Vmjesty's Frinting Office
forwarded to him "a set of books presonted by the Commissioners of Publie
Records to the Australlan College, consisting of 75 folio and 9 octavo
volumes, also a parcsl of books from r. coéper.“g» Lang was able to
say in 1836, when outlining the state of the Australian College that
the library was unequalled in the Colony. It was ths first sttempt to
oestablish a library vhich was one for referencs rather than for general
reading, .and i{ had in it 2n educational walue of its own. That it was
part of the Austrulian College must be added to the importance of that
institution in the Colonmy. Its cstablishment in 1831 must bs credited
to the educational foresight of Dr. Lang.

Lang was posaibly & hard man to work with. Carmichusel appafently
found it so and loft the College to found his own Normal School, taking
with him quite a percentage of the students, and the College, after a

promising start, was back to beginnings again. 3But Carmichael's sub-

8 J.D. Lang - Uigbory of New South Wales, Vol.II, p.352, 1834
9 The Coloniat, 6 August, 1835 ’ RS
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sequent history in the Colony does not suggest tiwt he was the egual of
Lang, and his dissatisfaction scems rather umwarranted. Vith other staff
members Lang apparently worked guite amicably, for the defaleations of
¥ylds, YeKenzls and Altken eould not be debited to & clash of porsonalities.
In fact the claim that Lang was a difficult man to work with comes rather
from his church sgsociations than from his school work.

The Australian College had & troubled career. Ho soomer was one
difficulty overcome than another cropped up. Bui ite importance lies
not only in its educational work but also in the faet that it was cs~
tublighed when it was, jJust over forty yeurs after the first settloment,
whsn such an institution of education and culture was very necessary,
and th-t its very history, its trizls snd vicissitudes, kept before the
public the subject of education. “hile the Australian Colliego existed
80 one vas allowed to forget education, though often it wag neglected.
It is unfortunate that meny of the difficulties that arose did so tecause
of the traits »f charaeter of its founder, Dr. Lang. Lang's ability
is undoubted, tut his egotisticsl beuring antagoniscd people, his taet~
losaness and hi: vigorous language sometimes aroused a prejudice against
hims His impulsivoness sometimes led him into errora of Judgment. It
was his impulsiveness that led him to join up with the Gydney College
group in 1329, and later decide o leave ity it wog his zeal for his
church that led him o attack the Chureh and School Corporation. But
it was his lack of judgment that led him to make such a badly timed exit
from the Sydney College effort, and leck of Judgment and of tact that
led him to publish in Australia his letter to Lord Goderich about the

Chureh and School Corporation. FTor these two aets, products of his own
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charagcter, Lang was forced to pay dearly. Without the opyosition
aroused by them his College would probably have been an cutstanding
success and have met all his hopes of it. But on ths other hand, there
were in his character other troits that were the bagis of his suceeas.
fithout his zeal and courage the Jollege would never have beem founded.
Without his tenascity of purpose, his pugnucity, the enterprise would
never have stood so long against ths trials that it faced. Lang himself,
his character, caused many of the difflculties, but his charaeter onabled
hinm to meet them as they came.

n this one venture Lang must have spent a fortune. The loss
of support in the {olony meant a loss of evedlt, and Lang was foreed
to sell his fine home to carry oa. There is but o faint tinge of regret
when ke says that he had hoped to live und die therein. On at least
two other occasions ue was foreced o sell property to keep the institution
afloat. The legal struggle on which he entered with the Government
must have been very costly, and most of this he had to inance himself.
Several journeys to Sngland had as a primary object the affairs of the
College, znd much of this expense he had to meet. lusden, in his account
of Lang and the tangled nature of the land and loan guestion of the
College gives the impression of a man seeking financial advancement, and
gome newspapera of the time suggest something similar. Nothing could
be further from the truth. Lang was intenazly earncst in his desire to
foster educatlion and though circumstances caused him to fight for what
he considered his rights, his aitruism and sincerity cannot be seriously
quest ioned.

Though the Australian College was Lang®s biggest personal venture

in edueation, his influence in the struggle for ¥aiional Gdueation was
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far more important to the nation. At the time when Lang first became
interegte& in education in Australis, the current fecling in Tngland
was something of a amug complacenecy on the part of the rich who thought
the moclal system to be a diviusly appointed schumuz. In that schewms
th2 rich were to be the natural rulers for all time and the poor were
to be happy in thoir poverty. 1t was so satisfactor§ a systom that it
tock some minor riobts,some near r&vaiﬁtions, a fow slectoral laws and
perhaps a vwar {o change it. The situation in sumtralia was somevhat
differnant. The very nature of the seitlement guve rise to many liberal
and demoeratic ideas but 5he type of government in the early years vested
80 much authority in the Governmor that much depecnded oo his viewpoint.
Fortunately Governor Bourke was = liberal in outlook and this directed
hie approach to ths sducutionsl yusstion. He was Influsnced, of ecourse,
by ovents in the homeland and hls suggesiions for public edueation
followed the new plans for Irelaund. Bishop Broughton, one of the influ-
ential Covernment appointses, was of juite different views. His English
oegssociations had been with the Tory group, indeed he had first received
his appointment to Australia becsuse of his association with the house-
hold of the Duke of wWellingion. Apart from any sther considerations
Broughton's ideas on sducation would differ greatly from those of the
Gtovernor. Doctor Lung had no particular political associations. He
was, however, libersl in outlook and in his later parliamentary activities
e was accused of being a radical, even a revolutionary. It was to be
expocted that he would favour a policy that would extend edweationsal
faeilities to all.

During the early thirties the educational question came somewhat

under public attention. It beeame known in tho Colony that the Governor
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had written 2 report on the position and was waiting for advice from

the Home Govermment. Meanwhils the support given to schools was on

the busis of that givem under the direction of the Church and School
Corporation whose charter was officially revoked in 1833, though its
operatlions had been suspended since 1829. Dr. Lang was concerned with
the task of establishing his College, but in 1831 he had published an
attack on ths Chureh and School Corporation contained in his letter %o
Lord Goderich. Thig breach of confidence was quite uuwarranted, for

had Lang wished to attack the Jorporation ha should have kept Goderichts
name out of the disputo. He succeeded in arousing strong opposition
from the Archdeacon and the Tstablished Church, and the Press dealt quite
aovarely with him. The only good {hat came from this blunder was ia the
attention given {5 education. When in 1835 Lang began to publish his own
paper, "The Colonist", he earrisd on the work of bringing education before
the public. He deseribed the Irish System, which rumour suggested the

" Govornor would fzvour, and denounced it thoroughly. He urged the estab-
lishment of o Denomimational Board, which would distribute the Govermment's
educational funds to the various denominations. Huch time and effort
were expended in preparation of these articles on educationhnd a wide
field of discussion was covered.

Vhen Governor Bourke imnbtroduced his plam for the Colony ho was
able to have it acgepted by his Council but the people ahowed unmistakably
in public meetings that they did not favour it at all. Lang led the
attoek in his paper, and spoke at many meetings. Tho aew bishop, anxious
to retain the Church of England’s traditional hold on 3ducation, led
out in goms meetings and rollied his church with him. Bourke was forced

to admit that with such opposition the schewe could never work. Ve may
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say of Lang's efforts at this time that they were misguided, wrongly
directed, but we eannot say they were half-heartod. Lang had based

his judgment too much on a sketchy knowledge of the Irish system end had
baen biagsed by the name "Irish®, and by the foet that the Catholie
Church favoured the measure. But however much we regret the results

of his work at this time we can never deny its Influence. “"The Colonist®
was doing a work no other paper had attempted and ite influence onm publie
opinion was important, Dr. Lang wisited Dublin scon after thia, and from
his investigations there came hack convinced that ke had been wrong about
the Irish System. He was brave enough to admit this und publish in his
paper his changed opinion. As the weaknesses of tie Denominational
Syastem began to show he urged all the more that the Irisk System be
triod, He carrisd on his work in his new paper, “The Golonial Observer”,
doing =1l in his power to keep the matter befors the public. He intro-
duced a series of resolutions into the Legislotivs Couneil in 1843 which
aimed at setting up a National System and only withdrew them when he
realised that his sponsorship of such resolutions might hinder their
accoptance. Ho gave Robert Lowe his cordial support in Committee and
led in the debate when the report of Lows®s Committce was given. He
sontinued his advocaecy of the Hational System, using overy means at his
command, until he left for abroad in July, 1846. During the time when
the two Boards operated,1848-1866, Dr. Lang kept up tho baitle for
Bational Wducation. Ho was not satisfied until Parkes had been able to
have his “Bill to make better provision for Public "ducation® passed,

and so abolish the dual system. ind then Lang publiched a pamphlet

spocially directed against the Romsn Catholie oppoaition to this Bill.
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I consider that Lang®s was without question the greatest single
influence towards National Rducetion in New South “ales. From 1837 when
he ehanged his views concerning the Irish System he vag the most con-
slstent advocate of a unified system. He saw the value of boith the
- Irish and the British and Forsign Systems but above all he wanted a
Hotions] Systome. Perhaps his personal characteristica could lessen to
g limited extent that influence, perhaps the cnemiss mude back in the
thirties would never listen to him, but he carried on his work until
he saw it sueccessful. MHe ip seldom given the crodit which should be
his but "the persistence of the liberal ideal iniroduced by Bourke is
attributable to the appreciaticn of its hummnitarian significance by
John Dunmore Lang, John Hubort Plumkett, and Henry Parkes.” And
further, "John Dummore Lang and Plunkett defended the experiment ia
education from the onslaught of vestoed m%eresta.“w

Dr, Lang's last major educational interest lay in the Sydney
University. He had for many yesrs hoped that his own College would grow
to University status and in 1850 he advoeated that the new university
should be modelled on the lines of Londom Univorsity, which was a gov-
erning rather than a teaching body. This would have allowed the Australian
College £o have been one of tho sffiliated Colleges receiving govermment
support. Lang expressed his sgreement with other gesetions of the Uni-
versity Bill and voted in its favour even though his own plan was not
accepted. DBut his egotistical nature was offended when he was not chosen

as the Prosbyterian representative on the group of University Teliows.

19 ¢.C. Linz - ablishment of a National System of

.'ill...._E.m._,..N_“. of a
New Sou

uth fales, p.13

et
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His criticism of the qualifications of the Tellows chosen ﬁay have boen
based on facts, but it was in very poor taste and certainly did not help
Lang*s influence. In 1854 the Affiliated Colleges Bill was introduced
to suthorize the institution of colleges of the University. Lang again
suggested the London University method but finding this unacceptable

he did his best to muke the new bill as valuable as possible.

Under the provisions of this 1854 Bill it was possible for the
verious religious groups to establish colleges on certain conditions
being met. Lang was anxious to have the Presbyberions establish a
colloge and his work in this comnection was very important. Back as
far as 1856 the first efforts were made but the unfortunate divisions
in the church hindered all efforts until 1865. Lang had done his best
to get bills through Parliament in several sessions prior to this bdut
the bill did not become law until 1867. Again it is due to Lang's per-
sistence and ¢enaeity of purpose that the venture reached fruition.

The differences in the church were not of Lang®s making, but as with most
raligious differences, small things become great and much bitterness is
often aroused. Lang hoped to have a Presbyterian College catablished in
spite of the divisions in the church, but was unable to do so. Had it

not teen for his efforts after 1865 when the divelions were henled, the
college would not have been eetablished for aome time. Lang must be given
moot of the credi! for ecarrying this venture through o sucess. But

from this point on his work 1s ¢oloured so mueh by personal desires that
it loses importance. As in 1850 he showed personal sploen when omitted

from the Unlversity Fellows, s0 now in 1870 hs ressnted with bitterness
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the fact that he was noi chosen as Principal of the new S5t. Andrew's
College. No doubt such an sppointment would have wade up for the fuct
that his Australian College had never reulised the cxpectations he had
of it. Lang did nothing to halp his memory by appealing to the Bnglish
authoritises in an offort to guin his end. Perhaps it would be charitable
to count this as a result of his age, for ons of the reasons against
choosing him as Principal was that "it was imposcible not to see that

the infirmities of age wers already beginning to exhibit signs of their

a.,““ He remained a monber of the Council of Si. Andrew's

prosenc
College until his death.

When ono considers that this interest in things educatioual ie
tut one section of Lang's work in Australia, and that some of his other
intorests worse equally as important, one is forced to admit that John
Durmmore Lang was one of the great men of the 19th Century. 1In the
traits of his character lay both his strength and his weakness, the
source of his successes and his failures. But certainly Lang by his

work must be reckoned as one of the founders of 4+ie /mstralian education.

11 Cameron - Centennial History of the Presbwferisn Church, p.154
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28 August, 1799

14 Detober,
23 May,

18 August,
6 January,

9 ¥arch,

20 ¥y,

20 August,

3 Decamber,
5 Docember,
January,

26 Jenuary,

August,
Qetober,

1812
1819
1822
1823
1824

1924)
1826)

1826
1826

1328

1829

1829

1830

1830

1830)
1831)

iRE T B

John Dunmore Lang born at Greenosk, Scotland.

J.D. Lang entered Glasgow University.

J.D. Lang obtained Master®s Degree.

J.D. Lang sailed for Australia in the "Andromeda”.
J.D. Lang arrived in Sydney.

Seods* Church built and opened.
J.0. Lang vigited ©ngland.

Chureh and School Corporation instituted.

J+D. Leng published in the "Australian™, prospectus
of a proposed Caledonian Academy.

J.D.Lang petitioned Government for salary assist-
ance for schoolmaster at school to be
established on plan of Parish school of
Scotland.

-Suspension of activities of the Chursh and School
Corporation.

J.D. Lang published prospnc%ua of South APrican
College.

- Lang drex up prospectus for the proposed
Sydney College.

J.D. Lang helped in foundation-stone ceremony
for Sydney College.

J.D. Lang made second visit to England.
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1831 J«D. Lang married #ilhelmisna “ackie at
Capetown en route $o Australia.

15 October, 1831 J.D. lang arrived by "Stirling Castle”
with Scotech meshanies.

21 Oetober, 1331 Work started on Australian Collegs.

15 November, 1831 First Classes of Australian College in hired
buildings.

13 December, 1831 Sydney Gazette begins attack on Lang with
refutation of his charges against Church
aad Seheol Corporation.

26 December, 1331 J.D. Lang ropeated accusations against Church
and 3ehool Corporstion.

27 December, 1331 Tirst meeting of Australian College shareholders.

27 January, 1332 J.I. Lang asked to explain propoeals Tor union
with Sydney College.

17 March, 1832 Legislative Council Vote that Lang*s publication
of letter te Goderieh re Church and School
. Corporation was "A highly improper and
caensursble act.”

9 August, 1832 J.D. Lang auctionsd two building dblocks to gain
finance for his College.

22 May, 1833 Church and School Corporation dissolved.
20 June, 1833 J.D. Lang memornlized Governor for selaries for
scheolmasters in Presbyterian Schools.
July, ;“ggzg 3.D. Lang made third visit to Tngland.

30 Septembar, 1833 Governor Bourke sent despatch to Home Government
concerning education in Austral ia.

1 January, 1835 First Issue of "The Colonint.”
2 February, 1835 Australian School Society founded.

19 February, 1835 J.D. Lang clected member of Committee of Australian
Sehool Socisty.



21 Yareh,

27 vay,

Hay,

2 June,

25 July,
4 Dscember,
5 January,

January,
Mareh,

9 December,

October,

Oet ober,

December,

23 December,

8 June,

1835

1335

1836

1836

1836)
1337)
1837

1837

1839)
1841)

1839

1841

1841

1841

1841

1842

1842
1842

1ii

J.D. Lang applied to Govermmont for land
to make up for Australiam College grant.

J.D. Lang memorialized Govermment for support
of Presbyterian teashers in Fresbyterian
elementary schools.

J.D. Lang begins a strong campaign against
the "Irish System.”

Governor Bourke tabled Lord Glenelg's reply
on Zducation and stated his plam to
introduce the "Irish System”.

J.D. Lang on fourth visit to Fngland.

In Fngland, J.D. Lang wrote Secretary of State
Colonles ro grant of land for College.

In England; J.D. Lang told by Sir George Grey,

Sesretary of Colénies, that College debi
would be cancelled on roguest.

J.D. lang visited Grest Britain and America.

Governor Gipps attempted introduection of British
and Forelgn Oystem, but abandoned scheme
for Hational Nducation.

J.D. Lang attempted establishment of Presbyterian
Orphan School.

J.D. Lang bsgan publicatiou of "The Colonial
Obaerver.”

J.D, Lang visited Southern Colonies to solicit
funds for Presbyteriam Ydueation Society.

J.0. Lang told that Government would forotlome
mortgage on Australiam Collegs.

J.De Lang planned to start Ladies® Seminary in
one building of Australian Collsge.

JoD. Lang formed Synod of Hew South Wales.

J.D. Lang slocted to firet Legislative Counecil
as member for Port Philip.



26 arch,

28 September,

28 Angust,

1 Kovember,
- 27 Hovember,

i July,
March,
4 January,
5 January,

1 April,

July,

1 etober,

14 detober,
Det ober,
Novenmber,

dugust,

4 December,
5 &pr ii,

1843

1843
1843

1844

1544
1844
1846)
1850)
1848
1848
1850
1350
1850

1850
1850

1851

1852)
1853)
1854

1854
1854
1358

iv
J.I'. Lang paid off several Uollegs masters
beeause of thelr intarests in land, ete.
Lecturs Hall of iustralian College opened.

J.D. Lang introduced to Legislative Counelil a
series of resolutions ra Mational ducation.

Report of %ir. Lowes's Select Committes on “du-
cation. Carried through by Sr. Lung.
Feyoured Irish Systen,

Ceneral “ducation Committes - to foster
Hational “dueation. J.I, Lang a mambsr.

Governor Gipps reofused to carry out action of
Council for National Tducation.

J.0. Lang visitod England to obtuin means and
men for reviving the Australian Gollege.

Nationel ichools® Board established.
Denominational 3chools' Board esatablished.
Anstralian College re-opened.

JeDe Lang electod membsr for Sydney.

Lecture room and College Hall erected for
Augtral ian College.

University Act passed.

J.D. Lang published paper criticizing the
University Act.

J«D. Lang published “the Preszs”.

J.D. lang*s seventh t#ip to Tngland.

J.D. Lang elscisd membsr for county of
3tanley, 'foreton Bay.

Australian College closed.
Affilisted Colleges Act.

Fublic mesting re Presbyterian Collaege.



30 September, 1358

24 #pril Y

22 December,
Jetober,

Oet ober,

12 Desember,

Jaauary,

February,

3 &ug ust 9

1859)
1869)

1860
1860)
1861)
1866

1867
1868

1873

1874)
1875)

1879

Lang upheld in Fresbyteriaa College dispute.
J.D. Lang member of Parliament for Vest Sydney.

J.D. Lang petitioned Parliament for Pres~
byterian College Bill.

J.D. Lang vieitod Tagland.

J.D. Lang stromgly supported Parkes® Bill for
Kational Zducation.

Presbyterian College 3ill passed.

J.D. Lang Published lecture in support of
Parkes® National Tdueczation.

J.D. Lang Yoderator of ‘resbyterian Church,
J.D. Lang*s ninth and last trip to "ngland.

Death of J.D. Lang at Sydmey.





