o T WS
T POLY i
n—————————

jPrsﬁsntgd in pe
yigtory at the

i i P

BEEY PR
o Wil Pk
LENURYE

rt raqulronant
Jpiversity of

1&56&:ji§¢éc " G0 1A HSTORY
- duth ‘loseag -

for a 3.4. Honour d
r 8 O
adeleide, 1971). S



ﬁﬁﬁﬁQﬁLﬁﬂdﬁMEﬁTS

1 would 1ike to thank the fellswing veeple for anthusiasm,

oriticism, advice ard ralusble sugrestions .encerning the whereabouts

of source paterial:  PFe neryc: 3earr, A.N.U3 Dr. Gseffrey serle,

Yonash Universitys ¥r. Heaton Bate, Univarsity of Melbeurne; e

Frank Strahab, ards ivist, Upiversity of Yelbourne Business Arohives:

and in partiedlsr, & superviser, Dre J. . s Young, because he helped

quite & nit toeo.



Introduction
Chapter Une
Chapter Two
Chepter Thre®

Chapter Four

Chapter five
Chapter Six

Bibliography

TABLE (F CONTINTS

Paople Aggerting Themselves in Fiji.
Vietorians in the 18680%'s.
The Polynesia Compsny, 1869-73

e "Fiji Rush" and the Company's
Settlements.

The Compsny and the New Colony

Conclusions

---ooo--—

Yage Wo.

17

34

53
79
87

899

- 78
- 88
- 98 -

- 109



Y ry »
A Sd zTI G




b

Late in August 1370, the s.8. Allhambra, chartered by the Fulynesis

Company Limited of lUslbourne and ¥iji, to convey 170 iustraliang to the

Iglandis, fleated pescefully in tne ¥agific, and her passengers rested
rers re i

as if betwsen trances In & catalepsy. They were riddled with embiguity
" b4

ghot through with unreality and myth, for they thought they were destined

to colenize Fiji for 'ritain. syoited shouts and chesers which hed

followed the illhambre as ghe pullsd away through liohson's [Lmy, were not

Just pnrrat-ariou of delayed adolescencs, wut the ilssue of r deceotien
»

and a prelude to geizure.

The ship's departure, like tre departures of her protetypes. the

May[{lower, the Bufgalgfazget%e fory, and eother frailer ve:sols which had

hacore the cmbadimant/ooloninlist drean, wes the product of converying sets

of circumstanca@s. Yirst, thers were siroumstances in Fiji, the burning of

e white man's house, ® domand for reimbursement, an offer of cessien, the

ef Ports of a Fijiau chief teo extend his influence and reamove the thraat

of Tongan imperisl expansion. sjacondly, there wes the Ilmperial tradition
14

in its local victorian form, ne much a part of the passengers' bagrage

ps the Lrass nedgteads, planos and portmanteaux that filled the Allhambra's

hold, snd much more 1ikely to remsin intact. ¥sr the British tmpire

rgve vivid sod concrete embodiment to the pepular Australien belief in the

amnicompetence of Britain, but this could be traosd back te a deeper

bellef, which was tha secular man's understanding of himeelf as self-

sufficient. Usually, only those wio have successfully deceivad themselves



ii.

in such & way are qulnsrable to the deception of athers. Thirdly there

were the circumstances of the individuals thevselves, the chanpes of

Portune follwowing the sxcitement of the yold rushes, shattersd hopes, and

the sonditiened rellex of ronewed ontimism in rospense te reveated personal

fallure.

This thesis ains to be s slice of social histery, an sttempt te trace

how nen lived end felt sheut, what they would have called » part of their

lives, and what "the histerian”
‘hat has evelved is not a study
nineteenth century imperialiasm,
Folynesla Company in the wider,

imperiaiism, ls just one of the

oells, » “srticuler "historicel situstien”.
of the Fnlyneaia Company i1 the context of
ag originally intended, but ere of the

and more elusive context of deception, for

things that begins in minds and mouths.



CHAFTER ONE

" +You knew!, Tweedledes added very gravely,
v1ts -ne of the most serious thinze that can havnsn
to one in battle - to pet one’s haad cut eff.! "

Lewis Carrell.



It was to e:viate tne necessity of annexing, or »f acocenting
territorial rosponsibilitiss of any kind in the Facific, beth revugnant
te Britain's treasury, that power had been invested in the commanders of
British and American naval vagsals te exsrcise contrel over the sctivities
of British and American subjects, enyezed in transitory cemmercial
activities, or living permanently in the Islands. Simce the early 1840's

hewever, it hsd become ebvieus that indigenoue suthorities were neither

inelined, ner often, competent to deal with tr e perpetraters of misdceds
towards urepeans for=ing part of the communities ostensibly snswershle
to them, in the manner, and with the severity turepeans theurht just. Naval
commanders consequently mssumed the rospensibility of enfercing compensatien

for the unsatisfied clalms of damaye to person and property, demanded by

surepeans. Subsequently, compleints of vielence and appesls for restitu-

tion awaited every visit of & naval vessel.

The olaim of John B. #illiams, American commercial avent, styled

"sensul”, in Fiji, was the lergest and most serious of a string ef claims

dating from 1844, when David ¢hippy. anether /mericen, had bsen driven frem

Lavuka.l willisms lived en the small island of Nukulau, and while

celebrating smerican Independence in 1849 "by firing cannon and setting off

squibe end orackers... his heuse caught fire and burned".2 Crowds of

1. elville, Carolime, "Levuka and David ‘hippy". (typeseript) 1967, p.6.

2. Hepe, Cs fle, "gketches of Polynesia - the Fijis", Blackwoed's Varazine,
July 1869, p. 46.
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'atives collected, and in the cenfusien, sowe of illlisms' preperty was

stelen.

The incident itself wos ludicrous; it would have been impossible te
djecide what had beer gtolen, and what burned, but Williams meticuleusly

assessed damages sustained te be werth 33006, 12y cqnt..l and his pesitien

a8 "oonsul" erabled him to press mere forcefully, and finaliy, mere

effectively for compensation. The blame was delegated te Cakobau, chief
of an unpreductive, twenty-acre islet, Uau, off the east ciqut of viti

Levu, altheugh the gotusl culprits were allied to iewa, at that time, under

2
attack frem DBau.
influence

Cakebau's real autherit: in Fiji was slight: his/like that of all

Fijian ohiefls, fluctusetad with his successes in war. But he was soknow-

lodzed master of Viti Levu, and hie coastal primacy explained but did net

substantiate, the title ef "Tul viti"S which had received widespread

currency amemg [uropeans. The assumption of the title, hewever hollew

pelitically, in #i11lisms' eyes, made Cskebau liable fer discharsing

obligations accruing te the title. fiitheut eny subsequent less sustained,

#illiems added $721, twelve months lster. In January 1851, he added

ard in April of that year, his claim steed at $5001, 380.,4

another $350
and Captain Maogruder of U.5.3. 3t, Mary's was met with his squeal of

outraged protest.

Le WOIQP&O&’.E of Iﬂili sow 1907, Pe 95.

2. Soarr, Ue.fe, "ogkabau and la'afus contenders for pre-eminence in
Fiji", in pavidsen, J. and Scarr, D. (eds.), Pacific Islamds Pertraits
9

ACN.UI’ 1970. po 100.

3. "King of Fiji".
4. Cy‘l)l.p.’dia Of Pi!i seey Do 96.
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Emogrudar iid net thereughly investigete the claims then current, hut
left Lavid ihippy and the flesleyan missionary, Calvert to arbitrete and repert
their findings to tne next fmoricen vesssl to stop et Levuka.

in 1853, a boat belenging to seme w-ite residents of Levuka, was stelen.

its arew sscaped and reported the theft, and a punitive expedition was

1 ... _ .
organized. yslaki,  the heme of the o’fenders and subject to Viwa, was

burned . The Chief of Viwa allegedly demanded frem Jakebau, the rigat te

avenge himself for tne destruction of Nalaki, by burning Lavuk..z cakabau

denied sll knowledge of the matter, but Levukae was reduced te ashas, imericans,

9

live anippy and Shasberlain and Company ef ialem,” suffered genulne lesses,

and Cakobau was held respensivle fer autherieing the destruotien.

Oppressive as the Americans’ clains may have been, Cakebau was otherwise

engaged. In 1848, Henry sa'afu, a Temgan neble and  ntender fer the

Tongan thren®, appeared in Fiji and set in train a struggle fer pewer which

pre-cocupied ngkebau for the next twenty years. Tongans kad always heen
in Fiji, end relations had always been essentially pacifie. ¥issionary
gotivity in Fiji was jargely dependent en the lervour of Tongan native
teachers and centred initially areund Lakeba and Lau where a larze pspulation
of Tongzans was glready egtablished. Later, they were valued by i'ljlans ass
mercenaries. Geerge Tupeu, King of Tenga, recegnised 4a'afu ss a po:sible
rival and prudestly dispatched him te Fiji, estensibly te watoh ever Tengsm

interests there.

; A small islend off the North ‘ast coast ef Viti Lewu.

2, Dunn, Teles oxtrasts frem a letter to the editor of the Yew Yerk !erald
§ Nev. 18566. iepreduced in de Ricei, Our New Provimce in the ‘outh i

Jeas, Lwondon 1875, p. 154.
5.  perrick, R.A., A History of 1iji, Vel. I, 1946, p. 134,




Initielly, datefu roferred selicitations by Fijisn chiefs for military
gid, te Cakebau, for whom, nleng with the desleyan mission, he prefessed to
be [ighting. jut his first expleit et Lomaloma emded in a victery which
mede him magter eof Venua Halavi, where by the lete 1850's, with 800 Tonzans
and six o.ﬂ,@.,l he had made his presence Telt in Fijian politics.

In 1863, ihe year Levuka was burnsd, Cekebau wss troudbled with news of
8 perding revolt, led by Hatu dara, at Kaba, on the Viti Levu mainland, which
held @ large store of Cakobau's munititnl.z Intellectually attentive to
the underlying sdvantages of Christienity, namely, military and meral suppert
from Christian Tonga and the ‘eslesyan missien respectively, Cakebau hecane
a Christisn the fellewing yesr. The action probably lest “im as much
{nfluence smeng his own people, a8 it gained him smeng Tomrans, but it snabled
nim te apply to Geerge rupou for help, in return for a larze cance. Kabe

was taken in 1856. ya'efu distinguishad himself and appeals from Fijiens

for military sid iporessed, aleng with Cako au's awareness of the threat

that da'afu’s pressnce and influemce posed to his own suthority.

{ne arrival of UsBelie gggg;&ﬁggg in Uctober 1855 tempersrily interrupted
Cakobau's Tengen troubles. imerican claims, all charred to Cakebsu, had
rigen te $30,000, and included demages estimated at $1000 t» the American
trading schooner £ligabeth, rabbed nt Totoge;  $3000 compensatien far less

of preperty and vielsnoe dene te Shallack end ‘iacomber on YNamuka; compensa-

tien for dameges susteined by James Williems on Hamuke, azsessed et $3000;

1. Scsrr, D, "Cekebsu and Ma'afu...", o. 107.

2. 1bidc, P‘ 104‘



Whippy clemimed $4,000 and John #411iamg’ claim had mapically incremsed teo

$15000"
Rev. Calvert, in his capsoity as arbitrater, wrote te Commander

Boutwell on his errival im riji. Fe questioned the mucuracy of John

7111iams' oclaim and by deing 8¢, effectively punctured the latter's pride.

Hilliams infermad alvert that

ees it was econgidered a plece of presumntien fer
pim te interfere In matters concerning fmerican
citigens, or their interests, as he Williams]
avd Commander seutwell were fully competent te
sottle all such affeirs witheut his esslstance.

W

gsterhousge lstar degorived Boutwell as "a Seutherner and g

Rev.

Fapist”, appellations which sccurstely reflect the spirit in which he

cenduoted his inquiry lnte the justice of the Americen clalms. Boutwell

rejected the assistence ard spurned the advice of Wesleysn missionaries, te

whom a man sugceptible to ratienal srgzument might have lent an ear, if

enly om iLhe grounis that the missionsries had achieved amisble, t:ough

superficial relations with 7ijiens over the previsus 15 years. Cakebau

was black and

One thing was certain, that the white kitten
ned hed nothing to de with 1t: -1t was the

bleck kitten's fault entirely. 3

; B nerrick, He Aey oPe ocit., pe. 138.
Hew York Herald, 9 Nev. 1866, ir de wicei, ep. cit
—L—-—.—' »

20 D“ﬂn, T c'.
p. 242

Throeugh the Looking Class.

3. Lowis Carrell,



Commodore dervise, who nad dispatched Doutwell to investizate the clal
A2 he aims,

had ressonably and equitably denmendad that Boutwsll should

... not take it for pranted that all allegatiens
azainst the supposed of fenders ars true, ;implw

becsuse clsimants heve filed thelr reverts at j

tus Gtate Department. '

¢ instructions; the wavs eof zentility were net essential
2 L]

Beutweil‘waivad th

but detrimental to his end.

aside frem Willlams, wrs seted ag courler, loutwell interviewed ne-on
Lb - e

He sent, tngtend, # patronizing, tyrannionl snd intimideting lstter te

Cakobsau, ipferning him thet

ves the grest chief who has charged me with this
miesion presides ever a ceuntry whese rasources

are inexhaustible, wd whese power to punish her
snemies is beyond the somprehension of these whe
have never vigited her empire... You are reqﬁired
to restere that {proporty] ar its value, with
interest, to esk parden of my natien, snd te promi
te respect its f1ag for the future. m

4ithout waiting fer 8 response, he wrote sgaln to Cakebau, "the seo-called
' \ o & o
Tui visi" assuring him thet his powder was quick and his balls were r
e round,

and appending 8o agresment for the Chlefl of Bau to sign sdmitting t
uE the

justice of the olains and promising te pay within a ye.r.a

1. .&uotﬁd in {‘,yqlgpncdiﬁ ef i‘.'m.oo, Pe 98,

2. Dumm, To Ceo Ops Sites Pe 244

8. 1bi.do, Po 2450



Yorodanu, 8 chief in Ba., recelived ard respondad te Houtwall's [irst

lotter in Cakebau's sbsence. ng refused to scknewledge Johm /Ailliams®

claim as just, deolinsd to take any respensibility for the burning of Levuk
W A N A .’

nor for the sctions of ¥{jiang on elther lukula or Hemuks, neither island

s
included in the Hau doninions.

soutwsll had sxpected a senfession. Fresented with an explsaation
b N e "

he hecans mere shrill snd sssertive. He wreote tust ha waas persenslly

"satisfied of the gullt of Tul yiti as Chief of Bau", that he "knew the

Viwa peocle robbed ine pmericens st Levuke, aud that 3
) Sau senotiened it",

and trhat he was "well aware that there sre other chiefs and their people

guilty of naving injured pmericans”, but that at the mement, he was TN

pursuit ef Bau" . Ge mlee added, for the benelit ef those uneware that

The brave never threaten, mor do the virtueus
poast of their chastity. 1 therefore do net
tell vou eof the consequendes of & non-compliance

with thenre raquirements.

calvert wrote to commsnder Beiley ef U.Z.5. St. Mary's defending hi
L]

nlleyed nynterference” aud implied, with admirable temperance of languag
S A7

that Boutwell nod vdgviated” fros his instructiens. Ariley cautioned

Boutwell, who, out of the gewxiness of his heart set upen deck of the

op._olts, D 246, Ve slse slleged thet Wi
sTmimed recompense from "Frillips" late i;io;iQ}inm.
{sed te discharge the debt. Rowe,

1. Dunn, Te oy
had already
who hed prom

2, ibid., pe 246
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John Adasms, what qtler mizht have called an arbitratien court. s

gunmonad Cakebad, allowed ‘ev. ‘aterhouss te act =s his counsel, avneintad

8 Law well=tutered, and sager Tor prometion crew nembers to constitute a

"hoard”, then digsclved with the ac da af ridicule end msrcesn, "eterheouse's
defence, refused to allow him te osll witnesses, decided sll cleins had beem

justly computed, and forced Umkobsu to gizn a decument accepting respensi-

bality.
iith the excertions of the claims of James #illiame end that of the

¥1igzabeth, all others wers increasad, and three new cleimants, the “ilkirsen

Hrothers, oM ayder, ard the owners of the Tim Pickering, hed takem courage

L e B @
s collectively claimed ¥8,300. Boutwell then set sell, leaving Cakebau

witr. 2 total of 443,851 to pay the smerican consul in ¥iji within twe vears:

$13,8681 of this had been sdded during “eutwell's short stay in ¥1ji,

cakobsu, with the assistance of Ravg. /oeore end Wmtarhouse, wrote to the U.8.

Consul in ydney protesting:

I 44d not sirm the treat: with Saptain deutwell of
my OND asoord, but under tre grestest fesr, Y
threatened te take me awsy to America, and stampod
en the f{leor right in my face because I objeutoh teo
give my signature, ard then I was afraid and sirned

1teee N@ told anether chief that he would hang me...

0 . , cite, po 246 delntyre, ®. D. " '

% punn, Te e 0P it., p. 246; yre, %. D. "Anglo~imaric

Rivuiry in the racifiocs the British Annexstion of 7iji im 1874:n
Peo. Hists Rev., Vol. 28, 1960, p. 364. ’

2., Derrisk, Re Aes 8P cite, Po 138,

80 U‘Gﬂn, T' ey _w_‘?ﬁ‘ "‘qit." p' 251.



The preoisst was acknowladzed and coples lorwarded to Ssshimston, but the
French presaed hard on Iritish and Americsn shize in the Pacific, and asside

frem a pretest in the lMew York Times by Cartain Durm eof the Drazon, which
et et Y

provaked dacgrudsr to write to Celvert edritting th.t

1 well remember that I csnslidfered some of the
claimg vreferred unjust, snd thought ir,
dillisems in the wromng, nnd se reported te the
Gevernment.

no further sotien ensued. Tre debt snd attendant threats faded in “ekobau's
convenient mind, snd John Yilliame whil~d sway his leisure hours, carefully
computing the interest due to him end adding it to his clale.

Ho part of the debt had been peld when U.7.5. Vandalia arrived at
Lewvuke in 1858. Cekobau wes sunmened snd yvet snether sisneture wes
axtortod by tihreat - this timne attached to an agreement for pavment of
$45,000 within one year.z The rasrongibility for snfercing liguidation
of the debt was pmaged aleny from ene warship to arether, llke a senzenital
digsease which ought te be cured, and the debt hecame, oeupled with
Ja'afu's inoressing influence, a much more urcent liability.

#. Te Pritchard, newly apreinted Hritish Censul in Fiji,s affered a
zolution to Cakebau. He vreopoeed the cessien of Fiji te iriteain in return
for payment of *he debt. ia'afu opresad the sugrestion. Howaver, when

assured by fesleyen missienaries thet Britain would inmevitably eccept 7i3ji,

—

1. o Ol.Paadit of Fi‘jiont, Bo 980

2o Derrick, F. Ae., op. eit., p. 139.

%, September, 1858.
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and in the hope of securing por himsell the goverrershin of Lau and Venua

Balawu, he, and at his insigtence, “ul Cakwu, T™at “ua, Tul Nevau, Sete and

Riteva signed the deed.l jy mo means pll Fijien chiefs mequiesced in the

proposal to sade; meny Were not partisl to the preapect of CUakebau as

gusrdian of native affeirs, an of fice he hsd never, in any sense hsld before,

2

should cesslon take plac@. The dooument duly sigmed, Fritchard set o'f

for London \a hovember 1838, an over-enthussistic advecate of aumexatiom.

#mile Fritchard nepotinted aith Britain, da'afu did with Rewa. In

1858 he scceptad the Deqa chief's offer of thelr island which Cekebau fondly

regarded se one of Bis spoils from tha battle of Kabas and he induced the

lepding chiefs of Hadevi, arother of those spoils in Cakobau's view, to

pluce themselves under him.s Uatafu's power new stretched frow Lalkebs te

the Yasawas whars, ns well o8 yedavu, he could levy produce, and his power

to windward was greater than fgu's had ever boen.  Cekebesu heped that

cension would net only discharge th® debt but check Ma'efu's embitien, but

fakebau's decisien to nede {nconssd leor:ze Tupou who demanded §$60,000 from

Cakebau for his helw in subduing ¥aba, in erder to meke his displessure

felt_4 arower, Amaricen consul in ¥i 4, stopped in and thrsatened that

pmerics, with customery arbitrariness, would trarsfor liatility fer the

debt to Tomge, if WY taterverti-p in ¥iji, Geerge should prevent Cakebau

from paying it.

R—

1. scarr, D., "Cakebeu and Ua'efu..?, p. 111

for liguidation of the debt, 270,000

2. © ffered, im return
i . her officisl use, "$f required".

acras of land te gritain for

3. Gsearr, D., Cakobau exd Ma'afue.o”, pe 110

4. ibid., p. 113.

5. ibid., p. 114.
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Fritohard was not by sny rweans, bresking fresh rround at Downing Street.
snnexation had elr=edy bheen urged on the Leverrment on Lhe rrounds of
state, humanity, lsw ard eorder, sand tte Mirnirslty had already sxpressed the
opinion that a cailing ststiom betwsen Sydney end Faname was indisvensable,
ard that Fiji would nicsly sarVe.l

To the Yoreign Uffice, iritchard misreprasented the econsmic and
strategic advantages of the acg isition of Fiji, 2vd he contendsd that
rakobau's title was niuestionable. He Torsarded samplas of Ti{jian cotten
to danchester, pleaded at Ixeter all for hesthen natives, deprived of the
light of God and the Dlewsinzs of Hritish rule. 8 believed that the l-oms
of Lancashire were to be kept zoing with Fijian cotton, and that the dearth
of rags in “ritish psper mills, wus to he mnde pood by lsrge impertstiens
of the bark of ¥ijien trees. Y& usad the wheole of his =zrergy te promete
what he helleved te be tha interests of beth *13ji snd Eritain, but differsd
from his officlal supsriore in bslieving these interassts to e the seme.

“ven befere Colonel mythe wus ‘ispatched from Britain to compils a repont
sn ¥iji, most Uelonial efficiale wers either openly eprosed or avprehersive.
iy %. Denison, fer exemple, wue creostly impressed oy the dseril ¥ers in
Yagw Zealand, and drew the doduction that, s the "1jians were more numerous
thar tre fsori, and at the same time wmore concentrated, 'ne hostilitieg
which he predicted, would be, by thet much, the more bloody and the task of

2
minteining white supremscy, the mere difficult.

1. zldridge, Ceo Z., "The Imperielism of the little nzland ‘ra",

i\‘nZ.J.HO. Vole I. Ho. 2. Oct. 1967. De 171.

2. ©Scholefield, u. 4., The Fecific: Its Past and Future, Londem 1513, p. 78.
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Smythe roached Levuke in July 1880,  Then re, Pritchard snd Fertheld

jeemann, = botanist, travelled around tne Islamds, decumenti-z their resources.

Saythe reported ngok to ortain, unfavourably, finding =many of Pritchard's

agsurances without foundation, in perticulsr, his assessuent of Cakebau's

authority:

cakebsu ~ss no title te the cleim of King of Fiji.
There is, in fact, ne such title. ¥e is only oue,
altheugh prebrbly the most influential of the
numercus independent chiefs of Fiji, and hes
consequently ne power te cede the severeignity ef
the entire group te Her Wafesty... "e could aet
senvey te Der Majesty, 200,000 mcres of land...

as he doss met pessess them... I am of the

epinien that it would not bhe exredient that He
ﬂéjesty's Gevernmant should sccept the effer.

Sy the sent oned that Jeemarn's coltone-growing experimente hud been

sa: cinally suocessful, but that "the supply of cotton im Fiji could never bhe

Lo 2 o
olherwise then insi¢nificant”. Seemann however, devoted a book te his

BUNCAB308. ihe offer of cesslon 'na reisoted, bhut Pritoherd's publiocity

in Colomial papers, inviting settlers to riji, avd the whole cuestion of

annexation, togethsr with Jeemamn’s optim‘!srn’. rere estehed ind.]_ibly in the

ainds of an imparialistic and hignly speculeilve Australism publie.

Cakobau, et the rejection of cension was once m-ain saddled with the

American debt, an jnflux of white settlers, respondiny to Fritohard's promotio
w I Om o

AL e g

weport oun the propossd cession of Fiiji to urest

1. Gmythe, de Jes
pritain, pe 27.

2. j,bidt. Pe 35-
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of ¥iji, end yatafu ruled as zoviraor of Lomealoma, claimed *tribute in Lau
’ : " vl SR,

vabi, Taveunmi, all the coastal villages of Vanua Levu, the Yusawas, “eqe
o L

1 ,
and Nedroge. un'efu slienatad none of his 1and: the stnte he

establlshod was hased on Tongan law. fand was made available to “uropeans

on lezse only. In return for regular paysent, dntsfu offered conniderably

sore security to ‘yropeans than Cakobau could provide.

The knowledize that ida'afn would intervine tlocked Hau's mctivity im

the Hindward islands. Cakobau still retained authority in Lomaviti

p Viti Levu, and Rewas, and Ba, on the west coast of V ti Lewvu, peild
w E ]

2
him some homag®.

Norther
In the early 1860's, Fijian political power was

exercised by vuda, Hedroge, Rakireki, Vive, Zue, %acuate, Caksudrove, Lakeb
» 8,

Hevue, and Haduri, as well asg Dau, Hewa and E",& all on the coast of Viti

Levu, where 80 ® new settlers took up lend, with the promise from Cakobau
m C .

of protactioﬂ fpom molestmtion, protection fron chlafs whose authority, for
“h » *

the most pert, Was no less great than his own.

jy 1864, there sere about 350 white mem in the Fiji islands, the
. -

: 4 P
majority of them gritish, and Cakobau had paid $1368 towards the ligquidati
h iation

5 :
of American claims. The A-ericem Civil fer prolonged his respite, as
* » no

ghip could De spared for 8 Pacific cruise. In 1867, Cakobau was firhti
Fating

1. Gcoarr, D, ngakobau and Ma'afu...”, p. 114.

2. ibid., p. 117.

5. D@rriokj ROA" OE‘O cit., P. 158.

4., Helntyre, W. Doy " pnglo-imerican Rivalry...", p. 3685.

5. ibid., p. 366
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unsuccaesfully in the interior of Viti Levu, snd sliensting larre trects of
land, in order to keer itaith with a soattered snd oid masortment of white

cotton planters. 1is resgpite erded and troubles incressed whem . .4,

Tugoarol s grrived at Levuka in 1867, Saptain 3tanley remitted acorued

ioterest, but when Cakobau procrestinated about signing e new agresment

~romising to vey the dabt in four veerly instalments, Ztanley turuned the

ship's guns on Levuaka. Cakobau erraed to make the Tirst peyment on )

day 1868, ond pledged as security, 12,000 acres of his own lend, remely, the

islends of Moturiki, Neirai and fatiki.!

rg enrly as 1857, Charles 2t, Julien hed predicred that "cotton will

altimately become the staple article of commerce in these 1nlnnd-".a

Pritohard recorded that in the esrly «ixties,

ves avery week parties aof ten or twenty were
errivins from the Austrelian Uolonies in search
of sheep lanmds, or {rom New Zemland in search
of any plece wheresthey could escape the ravagzes

of the idaori war,
Copper and gold were fourd in Y131 s-d with the conclusion of the fimarican
oivil #ar in 1865, though the ban on exports was lifted, Southern plantstions
had been either ravaved or neglected, and for several years, exvorts of

cotton did mot revive sulficiently to cause a collepsa of boom prices. In

1. ﬂ‘ﬂiﬂk’ RCAQ’ OEO Qito, p. 17?.
Official Report on the Latsnt “esources of Folynesia
3 »

20 St. J“ll.n CO.
18567, p. 26.

3. Pritchard, V. Te, Folynesian “eminiscences, 1866, », 253,
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the meantime, Fiji wes to progpsr. In 1885, exports from Fiji amounted to

£2%,278; sotton represented £9,200 of the total. By 1869, tie total

value of exports wes £67,000, snd cottom represented RéS,O&O.l

iccounts and letters published in tugtralia snd flew Zealand by the

relatives of planters 1iving im Taveuni, lower Hews, and the south coast

of Vvitd Levu, the mein sotton growing aress, stimulated interest. Frobably

the most guccessful of the early white planters, and conseguently, the

most influentiasl, were the Ryder Brothers, who Degen operstions on dmgo, an

George Hyder wrote to his parents in 1864,

{

island in Lau.

Fiji goes ghead..s 28 averyone is turning their
attention to cotton, Coffes, and not to speak of

cocoanut oil - and every vessel goinz back full. =

Thalr sucOess was wall documented, unqualified however, by the obvious

sdvantages in the way of finsmce, equipment (including s vessel) and good

sanagement, which the Ryders, as opposed to a one-time zold-pammner, possessed.

To riotorians, g oruzed in oA sarootic pursuit of profit, reports like

these seemed bland aspurances that anvone else could do the same thing if he

eared to. The plisht of other plenters, like E. 4. U. Lomberg on Burets,

aho compleined of the boredom, igolation, the caprice of ¥ijian labour and

consequent tardy progrese. the unpredictable westher, and most significantly

F1ji and the ‘estera racific, uselong, 1808, p. 22.

) Ross, G S.'

8, "The ayder papers”, 21 Lec. 1864.
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a1l this work” of ehich he wrote he wWna “aick and tired",l tald o

1iiferent story, often rouching the press, rut raraly the minds of

Jiotorlansde.
tharles Ste Julian in 1837 guzrestad the formstion of a company t
! . moary to

rake use of tand in Fiji:

An goguisition of territorisl rirhts might be

aade by 8 COMBRIY s v £ they were not ragident
thelr own govwrnmunt would retain over them 1t;
righte of interfarence. m™e nosssssions of the
sritish Last India Company are held in thi;‘ﬁuy;..

The ronawal of Anerican qaartwr-deok justice with the arrival of

the Tuscarcrs in 1867, and & debt to bhe waid by «n irnorant Vijien chief
e : & 1iian chief,

iy the context ~f favourable publicity for ¥iji, stuck in the throats of
L AR ; g0

a group of ielbourne nusinessmar, who met to investizate the possidilit
i 1 v

of formisg 8 compeny o 1iguidste the Averican debt, in return for lamd
a ]

which sould then be rescld to 8 panting Vietorlan public.

i

1. Lombergs 2, He Goy nhiary 1864-1869".

gggioial 6portees, Po 29.

2. a.';to Juli.n, ‘3-,



CHAPTER THO

» t7ne rule is, ja tomorrow and jam
yesterday, - nover jan today'. "
Lewis Carroll.
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At one end of the continuum of Tictorisns livine in the 1860's were

minine speculators, fascinated, not by mines, but share prices, snd

concentrated 1n Victoriats zambling edifice, the Stock Txchance, which both

reflected and encours ed their sdventurous optimism. Balore the brief

boom of gold-mining companies in 1858=60, there wers about twelve [irms

ocomsionally desling in shares, and of these, only tho-e of Tdward Khull,

Baillie and Butters, end rlarke snd Cons, conducted & business of any

magnitude, A matter of months lster, about twenty to thirty broking firms

were operating in Melbourne, and unspecified numbers in Ballerat snd Sendige,

Sharo-gazing becane & much more prominent feature of Vietoris's zold=

oriented economy eiter fu;ust 1859, when mines were first added to the

lelho irne share-list: Dby November the 1iat had lengthened from 18 companies

to 42,1 A yesr later it included 5O or 60 companies, and already some of

the earlier formstions had cessed to exist. In 18688, there were over 500

limited 1iability nining companies with assets w rth ©3 million, and between

. 2
1865 and 1875, 4,000 new companies wers formed; most lived transient live+

some Were freudulent from the berinning. thers were not prepared

with funds for the esrly years of constsnt expense necessary to find and

follow a deep lead. Others bottomed after long and ruinous expenditure to

find the soil below too poor to pay. Others that had besun to pay entered

into 1itigation about boundaries of claims and the extent of underground

I

3 nxchanre of Melbourne and the Vic
1. Hall, Ac R., The stock he Tictorian
Econ;my, 1852-1900, AeteUs 1968, p. 22.

2, ibid., pe 99
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drives srd sc lost ell their profits: the “eform, the Bslivie, ttlas,

. - 1
Seenive, Uoncord and ‘he Lraud Junetion  were nsmes that, as enrly ae 1862,

srakened pathetlic imaras of venished colp to many a solonist,

put gold had done more to Victorim than to irnjsct optimism and the

gambling spirit, and to temporerily anchor its own population. Tt was also

responsible for bombsrding her with immigrants, mainly youmg adults. In

congequence af this, Victoris eptered the 1867's with a distorted spe

gtructure, dectined to gignificantly al'fsot her eoo omic growth for the

next three decades.

e rate of population growth hatw:en 18€1 and 1871 was extromely
‘high,z put 3t 11d not refloct the rats of economic growth, since the

4 T o lalw 1 5 .n \ o "y
iperesse in population wes acoounted Tor by the larze number of bYirths to

the young migrents of the 18501 and the immizration of women.& % mike

working population during these years, exparienced virtually no growth,

e economic fmplications of this were that the types of investment )linked

with p@pulation growth, wousing, the most lmportant »f them, faced negative

démnnd conditions, and the lmck of this investment opnortumity made mbaorptionm

of ex-miners into employment, more difficult than it would have heer

otherwise.
That surface alluvial gold-mining had had its heydey in the 50's a:counte

partly for the influx of justralien mizrents to ¥1ji at the prospect of

victorim end its ‘istropolis, 1888, Vol. I, p. 411

1. sutherland, £

2. 540,000 =732,000. Thid

3. Hall, £ Rey 020 cit., PP. Hlwle
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cession iz 1860-62, ard Durther imalgration to Yew Zealand, when news of

1
Utago's gold raached Victoria Inm 1861. The leok of incentive to attach
onegelf to s peyroll wile the delusive hope of esmy wealth lincered, and the

retention of sn hystericel asguisitive apirit, a conviction that fortune

eould be wrested from the ground with 1itile effort e d 1little delay,

exercised a powsrful pull to wherever the hopes might be realized. But even

in the 1860's, Victoris was not sconomicaelly depressed; t e gold-fields

could have, sll throuch the 60's, supported a far largzer populstion than they

wore called on to suprort,

tw the change from alluvial to guartsz nining came s rariety of

Wi
employment ppportunities, ranging from candle-making, to the marufsoture apd

servicing of nining mepchinery and the felling and transportation of timher.

sut it was not lsck of opportunity, but lsck of inclinetion whioh forced

thousgnd. of miners to seek alterrative employment. “ome, originally

labourers in inglend, were content to sccept this kind of work seain with

mining companies, at Gallarst, Castlemaine, “andhurst, Beechworth and

valdon, at wegos doubls what they had received in the old world. Zut others

considersd the work dreary: by 1865 the wages were low, 22 or 35/. 4 week,
and although with aining compa ies, they produced more gold per head than

ever bafore, the gold was not theirs to keep.

idany meschanics fell back on their trades, snd the number of miners

3

J. 4. Re, dustrelia's facific 'rontier, Cassell, 1967, ., 81

8 Young,
2. Sutherlsmd, op. cit., Pp. 411.

3. i.bid.’ pu ‘11.



have been profitably employed. dssons, plssterers, blacksmithe,

carventers, painters, pricklayers, all clmsses of workmen incressad snd

warus rapldly lowered. 1o terms of broad industrial rroups, the grestest

abgolute increase in employment was in rural 1ndu:tries,l partioularly in

the agriculturnl areas opened up slong new railwey lines neer the poldfields.

Varaing, however, often proved a misteke for the London-bred tailor, toliling

Poverishly with 1ittle pemuneration.

Thape were the men at the otner end of the continuum, sprrehensive

and restless about the puture. Iheir position was not one of discomfort,

the mstter of rent being the only item in excess, but they had travelled

miles from friends and fasily to better their fortunes, and disevrointment

wag creat at the proapact of receiving the same emolument in fustralin ag

in Ingland.

In the mid 60'8, nining companies raced & no less speculative, but o

more critical public. pividends paid by public gold-sining companies were

worth 500,000, two thirds of which came from Ballarat companies.? Dividend

inocome was the moat 1mportant single source of funds for re-investment in
Bellarat companies dominsted the Viotorian

wining companics, consequently the

nining share market, one upon which general aconomic influence had

relatively little impacts

short of & detailed study of the snatosmy of gembling, it is difficult

to convey the peculiar lorie of the market's operation. Because lesds

1. Hall, AoRes 020 oit., Do 68.

2' ibid" P‘ 66'
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changed course, or ran into some-one else's lemse, or the "make" of gold in

an ore-body disappeared and then reappeared later, further below, Victorian

investors hsd 1-arned that only & few mines were continuously profitable

producers. When & numbor of mines "struck rich" simultaneously, speculative

potivity wes a consequence. But rersly was the speculation confined to the
mines that were actually producing gold. Periodic bursts of speculation

were overpowsring jncentives to owners of mines near the successful ones to

Purther test their claims, at the expense of willing investors who paid the
calls further testing required. Bevies of promoters rallied round to

put their wares on the market. share prices fell, and the extravagant hopes

of speculators were shattered when the returns of even the most profitsble
speculation {

compsnies failed to match them. The sequal to the frenzied/was cautious

.f.o
digillusion. yines continued/demand calls, but the flow of money into

them decreased, either because inestors held tight to their capital or

because the companios were finding enough gold to pay their ownm exploratiom

costs. At this point however, nemories of past losses grew dim, and the

expectation of favourable finds, borm of emotiomal rather tham cerebral.

activity, jnereased the likelihood that any fumds beginming to accrue would

be reinvested and the cycle began again.

pividends continued to increasse, by 1867 totalling over £820,0002 but

the harvest was a failure, bread prices high, and the expenditure on other

goods and gervices decreased. Commercial circles regard this and the

) 1 A. R. Hall desceribes the process, 22:_2121' Ppe 61le2.

2. 1bido. Pe 66'
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beyinning of 1868 a8 dsprossion yoars.  Umemployzent in commerocial tredes

in the firet helf of 1868 wes intengifisd by labourers thrown out of work

by tue cessation of public works, ® by-product of the dispute betwssn the

Le islative Agsembly and the terisletive “ouncil over the vavment of . Fs.

Hoolgrowing Was also unprofitsble. ‘xcess of livestock reduced the price

of sheep, Lanks Were reluctrnt to invest in pnstora! pursuits and the value

of pastoral lend decressed harply.  But for the first time in six years,

gold output was rarkedly incrsased, and bulldinr society shares began to

riee.1 gy the @

<e@commoncenent of aolonlal zovernment puklie works, conelderw

nd of 1868, unemploynent evident esrlier im the vesr hed

digeppeared.

able locsl government puilding and en incrsase in private and commeroial

vuilding were pertly regponsible.  The axpansion of Tagmanian public works

assosiated with the Launceston nud vgstars "ailway also relisved the Victorian

lebour markat.z 1868 also saw o burst of ~old-minimp motivity in

3allarats this wes sallarat's preatest, but its lest gold year, snd money

was available for all winds of snvestment.,

The folynesia Company gomarssulted into the midat of an assortment of

people who peeded it for one ressor or nnother, most of them willing to
zamble to a degres. dany were provossional speculators, mesmerized by

ascending, descending and eplliding shares and cavable, almost imadvertently,

af dropring copital into any ReW speculations s0-® were "little" men with

1ittle business acumen, Wio wad landed in eager sonfusion in the 50's, hed

1. A, Re Hall, OE. eit., PP 667,

2o 1bido’ Tie 680
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gambled on striking gold with each awing of the pick and were now, in 1868,
only a little petter off than they had boen in iurope. A man of this
experience was amwilling to imvest his little all without careful, cautious

contemplation. Coin would mot easily be extricated from his fist. Ferhaps

more than any other, the digillusioned ex-digger, not meterially, but

psychologically, @ drooping ruim, his fortune unmade and his pride injured,
restlesaly gettling for less than he had hoped, was both a challemge and

a likely victim for astute swindlers, since any gamble he would take would

be a consequence of the failure of his first and only gamble. Other men
had bsen relatively successful, had not worked hard, and looked for a chance

not to do 80 again, with gimilar results, and curiously, a few were

Victoria's most prominant busineassmen, hailed in their own time, and in

ours a8 financial wigards.

As a preliminary to the barrage of Polynesia Compsny literature about

to hit the Victoriem public, an article appeared in the Argus, February

1868, recordling that the U.S.3. Tuscarora had arrived in Fiji to enforce

payment of Americans' claims, and that the first instalment fsll due on )

May of that year, in lieu of which America would amnex. The author

outlined Tiji's commercial and agricultural potentislities amd stated that

1
since "go many Australianl" were settled there,

1., about 590. stokes, e, "The Fiji Cotton Boom in the 1860's",
NcZ.JQH.. Noe 2. 1968. De 167«
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what is ponded 1z &n cetablishment estrong eunough

to assist the cettlar... ard to arrange for the

settlsment of the nationsl debt, end with good

ganarenent, @ Fiji Company.s. might obtain the same
- position {n Polynesis a8 the “mst India Company

Aid in Indise

1ne srticle also excused Jritain's refusal to annex in 1861, piving
agsurence to pustraliens that "the subject bears a different agpect” when
looked at from their pol-t of view, and, in perfect sympathy with the

suspicion purtured hy the atook ‘xechanre, that

we serteinly cannot suppose that the imericans
would take the trounle of founding am colony = [lew
trousand miles distant from their own shores were
they ruided by 1o wei mtisr consideration, than
the enforcement of & paltry debt of §80, 000 (uic).l

Just as it was in a tiny wtter, like the price of pepper that the seeds

of Britain's !”f!"‘lﬁt Iﬂ"iﬂ‘ﬂ 'fm‘_bire were sown, 80 too in the PriCQ of Gﬂtton'

s number of pustrelisns soW their own and Dritein's fortume mirrored.

The Polynesie Tompany heightened, snd rods on the orsat of a wave of populer

imparialilt gentiment, which rolled for six yesrs end {inally resched the

ghore in 1874 woen Bpritain annexed, and Fiji began & ninety-six yesr process

of kissing with mesk gratitude, the rod t at scourged it.

The Compeny planned to carry on banking and establish agencies

throughout the yslands, and to plant cane snd oottom, erect sugar mills and
later, to supply coolie labour: John iairns, ferl Van Uamme, end Williem

Brewer had Pr°3”°t’d the venture. Foth Cairns and Ven “amme had spent some

1. Argus supplement, 4 teb. 1868.
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33

r{ji, the former as & trader, "ohiefly romarkable fur his commerciel

tims in?

1
Pailure snd intsmperste hebits”, and tre latter es clerk in the British

Tonsulate offize, covregenting nimself in hustralis s "rormer lUritish vice-

sonsul”s rewsr was an enthusisatic nop=-entity, he’ling originally Crom

‘ 3 .
Bungawareh noer AlDUry, but then living in delbourne.

In July 1867, at tno exnortotion of van Usmme, crewer had gone to Fiji,

as the sgent of the projected company. Le speut most of his briel stay

in conversation with the iev. ~illlam koore, nairman of the Wesleyan

ission, one of those "fearless pionsers of religion and civilisstion”, who

nwed a thorough knowledze of the ¥ijiau lengusge, and hed oarned the

a4 sapproval of his supsriors on socount of his greed for land and numerous

gpacious businese daalse. srewer also paid a visit to the o/ lice of the

acting upitish consul in ¥iji, J. B. Thurstonm, $0 requast iaformatios about

, A |
the value of ¥iJi's {mports and siports and then returned to lelbourne

xhere he obtained the support of a uelbourne merchant, John Lavinzion ‘vang.?

1 Trurston to Lambert, 1 June, 1868, Gour's Records, Bundle 11, Wo. 12
@ ¢ . .

yigtorian Archives.

. pugtralasiag, a0 Got. 1866.  Vax Lamme had been kmown to reasde

2 iustralasian gince 1866, wnen he berzan writing a series ~F ﬂrt;21:§ Z:o
FIJL which werse published inm that jourmal.  As far as the ' lynesia
(ompany Wes songerned, ne had magnanimously throwsn out sn Sdes with
Thich other people could do as Cray 1iked. e wrote that he was
*parfectly disinterssted ia the agrgir" (Argus, 7 Feb. 1868) and memos-
rorward neither he nor Calrns hed much 16 a0 with it.

:50 Al‘ﬂ'u}.’ 7 F.h. 1868.
et

4. Thuraton to Lambert, 1 June, 1888,

| J.M.R., "Promtier Soolety im Fiji” (thesis) 1968. At th
" z?::g?vana had, with 1and leaged from the Crown on the islends o; s
udosa, valmerston and Suwarros, formed the Pscific Islands Trading Co
Ltd., to purchase the natural products of these islsnds from the y
inkabitents, work mineral deposits and so om, exporting proiuce to
Althoush the number of shareholders was slweys small,

pustralia.
until the late 1U80's. »
the Compamy prospered 1158, Viotorian ﬁr:hivilgflefa A S

Rogiutrntion apanch N0«
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T™e -:stralisn puhlic First aoard of the projsctors' intentions on
7 veb, 1866, wren it WoE troated to s number of column inches raeporting
tta evants of & meeting which had bes: held to discuss the projeot, at which

" rewer presented papers oOn ¥iji, snd letters irom Van Lemwe and

8
mirne sno

ey, Hoore were read: 01l urgoed the compelling nved for immediate mctiom

3£ Yiptorla was to seize this anlgue opportunity. Srewer possessed,

altrer innately oF for the ovcasion, & wioning ingenuousness, and had

devaloped during his stsy in i1ji, a jaundiced eye which enadbled him to

misrend Clgpures relating to the value of Fiji's cotton, socoanut oil and.

beche~de-mer exporte, and #f.er s monoculer squingy at the native situationm,

to arrive at te sonclusion thet they were, aaide {rom the few in the

{nterior of Viti Levy who hed recemtly eaten lev. ‘aker, "of a quiet

inoftensive sort, piving no trouble, unless they were interfered with”. A

Hig #ullibility pnd his insoiring gunniness concerning the limitless

pasgibilities of guch & COMPRDY., made him the most likely of the throe

projectors 0 be seut to Fiji to herotiate a Charter, drawn up in uelbourne

conploete with blanks, with Lakobauv.

mg Company's firgt harter offered to liquidete Cskobau's debt and

help him 1efend his domain, promising sn ennuity, the valus of which was

left blank, in return for 200,000 nores of lend, wheresbouts unspecified,

mineral rights, the right to impose end levy customs, wharfsge and harbour

dues, tne right to "ssteblish courts and appoint judges and maristrates

P

7 vaeb. 1866,

1. Argus,
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avd slso such laws &8 the intended company mey think necessary ko Feiula®
' : y to repulate

: 2 2 4 K ul
the commsyce &' U trade of my ssid Kinpdom". In addition the Company

demanded a twenty=-ome yeur sonopoly of the issue of bauknotes and a momopol
not ; poly

on the establishment of banke ia ¥i1l, preferential seleciion o e Tend
) i b L]

sakobeu wished to aell, tull power to make lawa and govern those settlad

An the Company's lang and protection from Uskobeu for thaelr settlers 3

srmed with this document, a prosumptious slice of imperislism, the
, th

Albiom with aightz’passengsrl, forty of then interested in exexlming Fiji's

o 2
potential, aaniled from delvourne, 21 April, 1868. Tu sbupany Wit Brower

was John ivansy throush whom the s1bion had been ~hartered, hugging an

anomalous reforence from 7iotoriats Covernor, dannera-jutton, sddressed t
" )

Thurston. 1t reads

Tmﬁa 1etter will ve presented to you by ¥re J. Le
#yans who 18 procesding to the Fiji islends. He
qerchant of high respectability resident in

ig a
1elbourne and I therefore recommend hia to your
sovornment offices. %ot I regueat you to understand

that, elthoug? 1 am eognizent of the gemersl ohar
nf the husiness which enlls Yr. Evans to ¥iji, I noter
4o mot reguest your intervention to promote its
gucces’, nor do I, in any way eXvpress a wisk or

ppinion on the subject.

This nloney had it been publiSHed. might have sroused aporehension

39 Y 4 4
The AlbiOR Jandsd at Levuka on & Ay Thurston was not in Levuka at
2 Levika &

this tims, put on his plnntntion at Bureta Hev. loore sent him a note

1.‘ Copies of the original charter of the Folynesia Co. i
ds, Dundle 11, No. 12, Victorian ﬂruhive,?clud°d in

Gour's Reoor

2. Argus, 21 ey 1868,

B yenners-utton to Thurstom, © May 1868.

4, Browar, Americen consul in Fiji, hed arranged e stay om payment

of the debt.



{nforring him of h
v1s presence "in the morni
praparad to 8
the business.

g very digincline

Turpin, tpformed him that

28,

s stenmer's arrivel, and thet Brewer and lvens ———
ag OB buginess with Thakombau...They have come
sttle the debt”. k marston #rote back asking <oore to delay
antil he arrived, since “ior raasons that are kmown to you, I
d to lsave home at the preaent momen ".2

shen ‘Thurston arrived at Levuka the £ :llowing dey, his elork, .dwin
rakobau and [our misasionaries hsd gone on board

alf an houl garlier. Thurston had expected to maet brewer
; ; ,

the Albiom, B
ryans und Hoore in scoordance with his letter. e hoisted the flag ov
A it & er

the eongulate of

digen-ared until 2 poms”

o ampagne,
tant his anB
“akobau arrived
ninutes and t
any dsgeription”.
Company 19

remainder of the 200,

pice to acquaint then with his presence and "remained

-
]

By 3 pedes spewer and ivans, with the help of a few hbottles of

had inducad sgkobau to gign the Charter, with blanks, except
uity had besu fixed at £1000.  doore acted as interpreter.

at Thurston's of fice, "remsined goeted in silence for {ive
en left. in my opinion the shief was unfit for business of
agkobau had 2180 gsigned a schedule, granting the

ads at Juva fnoluding juve harbour. The whercabouts of th
e

no0 acros was to he arranged. Thurston later hoarded
RDTS i

s

1.

2

3.

4.

doore to Thurston, 29 sy, 1868.

Thuraton t0 doore, 22 dmy 1868. Or. J. M. Young surgest
was ocoupied reorcanizing affairs at his plantstion ﬁéter',t;‘t "hurston
Ur. De Soarr has noted that Thurston's wife, who was in her e::;}o.n.‘
wes expecting @ ehild, and thet Thurston was probebly apnrchonuii.‘or'.

‘ o

1saving her unsttended. (tersonal Communication).

Thurgton We8 rarely at a loss for words, but on the suhbjeot
Yoore he wes pnrticularly 1oquacious. He considered Moiro n:f the Rev.
unprinciplad, moroenary,scoundrol. (Letters to lope: Thurston ¢

Tn view of this, it is surprising that T“uratonodggp..

92 Nov. 1869/.
not £0 famedintely t0 the Albiom to supervise the nepotistions

Thurston to Lambert,
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¢k Albiom, examinsd 8 gopy of the “harter, and assured irewer a=d vans
B 34

tiat Cakobsu would not have anderstood sny of the conditions 1t oo tained.

few daye later, Thurston.r@yiatered a protest pointing out that the Company

sas assuming the rights and privilezes sf a "sovereizn state rather than a

irading 1g3t1tution". and that Cakobau "aould mot delerate such powers over
"1

ritish and other Surepean aattlers, since he has never possessad them’ .

sommodore Lambert, on board H.u.5. Challenger which arrived at levuka in

July, concurred fully with Thurston's view of the Charter, considering 1t

Cr

an "illegal snd upwarrentable proceeding throughout".&
4, revised and considerably suhdued Charter arrived at Thurston's office

later in July? all julicisl and political privileges had hHeen omitted, and
any ebligation on the Company's part to help Zakobasu defend his kingdom

v ad boen ravoked. Thig last clause had, imn the [irst draft of the Charter
‘ } er,

sen ,,,ooiated with either 2 verbal or a pencilled in promise on the part of

tne Compamy b0 provide cakobau with a boat which would agsist him in his

3
struzgle with intafu. mis had nevsr appeared in vrint, end was anvway

contrary to British law, since it implied that Sritish subjects were willing

to help defend & foreign nation.

arewer and ivsns excused themselves to Thurston for the presumotion of
the first rmarter Hghroush waat of the neceansary leral kn0W10dge"4?or which

-

1. Thurston to peu (copy) 26 Mey 1868,

- tne secord Charter contain .
first mor ' ain any mention of a boat,

3. lHeither the
: later loomed large in the Polynesia Co's affairs.

but this olause

ton, 18 July 1868. R o
4,  Brewer and fvans to Thurstom, : eproduced in The ©
: e of the yolynesia Compsny of delbourns, examine i:im'

and pemonstranc
Toruted, Tevuka 1677,
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they ancealed Lo him, unguscessfully, pop he wcourately sssessod his St

se consul in vijl

to sdvise and assist reallont Sritish subjects,

god mot to 7TV® lersl opinions to gentlemen from

the ngighbouring “oloniss, Whose provinee it wes

to have sought advie from sompatent lazal authoritlos

{n those oloniese.

e rofused to aithiraw his protsst and 1geusd @ warning to “rewer and Lvens

a large suu of monay to, or on scoount
£ Tnekombau, ToF which he has not the
nority to rive an souivalent or

rot to pay
of the Chie
power or 8y
gaourity.

in srnite of Thuraton's wnreiny, frewer and “vens induced “akobau o

g A ’ " 5 " “ .
-sign the gacond Charter. U° 144 so a8 "Kins of ¥1jt", snd the Charter was

ratified bY #ive of nig reletives, who=e sirnatures were Trionied to represent

¥ n raners the a2 "
the consordsnce 0% Fijlans in 7 neral, in the arrnement., The schedule of

lﬂnd wWesd 'Ps'ﬂ-fled: 50.0'30 acres ¥ viti' Lava .J"-‘-"\": lqp"'l'ﬁ aorne at Vﬂt"ﬂ ]
o o ¥ " Bay
e i1aland of Bega and 23,700 scrss at Suva
: 3 .

Yanun LOVH, 10,000 scres omn t

the grant to b€ completed in the future. prnanded was an arroament sirned
B rne
ny Brewer nd syans, that. the Compary wauld not alienate swy of the lad

until the debt was paid, prd that 1f it wes not paid in *he tine allowed "the

land reverts to Kins fakobau” . 7 & firat instalment wes 'ie twenty deys

after the delesntes peturned to imlhourne; twalve months later, the whole 3

o

1. Thurston to srewer and [VETS, 18 July 1868. Reprod. im ibid., p. @
2EESNE e »

2. ibid.

£ the Pmlymﬂ.i To. Ltd. Copies included in Gour's

5. 3ecomd Uharter ©
3 12, Uictorianm Archives.

Keoords, yupdle 11, ©0e
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hast Cakobau undsrastood by the genond Charter is unknown, ntat the Hev
J. Horsley, preseat at tre sionlng of tne first, wrote to Thurston thet he

jerstood only the following:

was sure the anief had un

the Compsny would pay off thel.ierican debt.
14 give him an annaity of £1000... 3. They
would hely hin maintein his authority over the kisrdom
{and it was parenthetically aaid "keep out the Trveans
and brivg Lau umisy his sway") and have a small run-
boat which should be at his service when he washel.

1. They,
2, ‘They wou

'n short, Cakobau's end of the bargaln had conveniently esomped him.

ppewer and VAaIS, foreseaing the suspicion whioh the illesaiity of the
r was likely to cast ovsr ine senture, snould it ever become

ote 8 letter to tne editor of the Arcus i piying that

first Charts

public knowledpe, WI
the conditions coptained in i1 e Cherter nad mctually been mmde, not by

¢ amselvos, but by Cakobaud

A Charter was giznad by the King on 23 lay conferring
on us judisinl and [iscal powers we at.ould nave had
through, and invokinmg resnonsihility

Ay fPioulty in carryins
we had no dngire to uplerts €.

g that mrurston and Lambert had enthusinationlly susported

™av also cleime®

d thet they ‘!Od
s wara not sade cornigant of the elsuse in the

wad ne Tull co-oparation »f the eeleyan

them, snd adde

missionaries. The publi

1. J. F. forsley to thurston, &6 &Y 1868,

Ze Argus, 10 Sept. 1868,
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harter preventing s1ianation of anv of the 1.nd unt!l the debt had baen

vald in full, asre assurad At risinr cotton prices, security af 1ife and

tenure, nd the reasonable 0089 s sliable labour.

The Polynesin Lompamy Wns rarigtered 7 Dsc. 1868, with a nominsl capital

of LIUU,QQO.I and five daye later paid the firat imstalment of ©2,280 to

. 2 : -
srowsr, Amaricen gorsul im ¥iji. ¥rederiok “ook, s mun wit' twenty years

banking sxperience {n sustralie, w2s “he Compeny's firat manaver. The list

of dirsetors Wes BT ingpiring ones Goneral Latham, /mericsn consul in

Samual Ameass, 8 suoeessful building contractor; Henry

felbourns;
Suthbert, Arosparous 1awyer and roliticien from Pallarat; ®. C. Smith,
"always 8 great speculator in mining ventures... Hin foresicht and greet

knowledpe of mining have gsoured hie recognition es a ghrewd investor"; 3

Andrew Lyell, priginslly wholeseler, leter a pro eesionel accountsat end

bk .gaigneoxé Tnomas ﬂuvcy,AMayar of “allsrst; %4111iem “rooke,

racpeotuhlo surgeon with a large erd remuneretive preaotize a2t Tolliagwood;

n journalitt and editor of the pMlbury ¥orrmimr Border Fosts

Houry Nott,

¢ hssociation of the Folynesis .o, Included in Titles Nffice,

srticles O 1
stration hranoh, Ve 140.

To'g. Hef

le

2o ﬁustralaaian, 12 Dec. 1868,

3. Leavitt, Te w., Ho. Jubilee History of Tiotoria and ‘elvourne, n.d.,
Ve 2050

: : o & ﬁn Yeihourne business :ircleg th

4. Few sen were better ~TOW ircles than Lyell.

iie was defts vergatile a'd ﬂlmogtuinPH‘1ih1” in his inveastments, aptly
jegoribed 88 % ogyrisd-minded man”.  Table Telk, 28 Oct. 1392.
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ard Jares Stewart sutters, the "originator of gold-mining comparies”, ex-
mayor of Lelbourns, partner in one of Victoria's Pirgt stoock sand share
firms and partly res onaible for rounding the «elbourne Stock xchange,
nombar of the Larislative insenbly revresenting Fortland, oherged with
pribery, disml .ged and ra-slected, e great giver to sharitiss, a controver-
gial, but prusted arnd wwll=liked personality. In 1%68 he was prospesring.
Lator, he was sften insolvent, bat never %y any stretoh of the lmarination,
"Lankrupt” 28 Thargton contended, for though ne may aot have had money in

hie pockets, it jinzloed {ngessantly in his head.

s ="

1. Trurston to Hope, 23 Nov. 1870



miAPTER TEREE

" 17gll, mow that we have seen sach other'
gaid the Unicorn to Alice, 'if vou'll
pelieve in me, T'll believe in you. Is
that a bargain? LA Lewis Carroll.
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The publicity that acconpanied the Company's formstion srd the

undertonss of success inherent in the 1ist of its dirsctors stimulated

investment, £28,000 Was contributed immediately, and 27,000 scres of land

at Suve quickly digposed of, mainly in Victoria. The ‘ompany had adopted

a system of free grent land warrants, wrereby lend could e selected in

cartain digtricts pnd nurohasnd by ghareholders at the rate of 7/8 an acre

in the proportios of one mcre of agricultural land to every £1 of capital

invested. E To transport settlers to Fiji, the Company chartered vessels

1 the mims of ibe "Polymesis Line of Packets”, a-d in 1869 and 1870 three

ships complotad four round trips between #elbourne ad Fiji.z The paasenyer

service proved & rerunerative sideline.

™he Company di‘fided its orpani gation netwasn f@lbourne and Fiji:

Gook was general manager and Josepn Glemny, who duilt his 1ife around the
nexin that "a miger shouldn’t wave o soul to oa'l his own",” appointed

sanager £OF ¥iji, hed gallad from ielbourne on the Alfred, 11 February

1869. Glenny megun‘superviaing the survey of the Suva block in June, and

4
by September, cook snd William yarshall Moore , sub-mamager of the Fiji
branch, nad arrived to take pocﬁeasion and arrange the survey of the Viti

$
Levu Bay plock and pay the secord instalment of (2,748 towards the

. o Bhen’ "
' 2 ek i c., wpigits south Jea ﬁuﬁbl. . in Tudor, J. and Rod
i ol | 'wharc the Trade finds Blow, Sydnmey, 1568, p. 73. o

Re '.dlo)

» i ips were the alfred, the Springbok (twiee) ané the Allhasbra.
) !’n::l:};:&;;f Ship qegister, 1369'76. Tictorisn Archives. Allnhambra
3. F.T., 20 Jul¥ 1872.

P eand

, ‘ the “ev. William Hoore. fHe h
4. . u. Moore was the son of . He had mcquired a
great deal of land from his father and was a wealthy trader snd planter

5, upopherson, < C., "Fiii's jouth Jea Hubble”, p. 73.
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liguidation of the imeriosn debt. Banking operations were to begin in

1870, and Uook hud msuaged O gain twelve months' extansion for the final

payment of the debt. Cook claimed that Cakobeu had reguested extrs times

Tiwe Vunivalu did not wish the imericen Govarnmant to bhe entirely paid off

at once [or lear they should withdraw thelr protection Trom himﬁ.l All

things o-meidersd, the Polynesia Company sesmed to be implementing ite
proposals splendlidly.

4yt clreumstances in #1ji were not es idyllic as fustralians had been

led to believe. Owing to the folly of ssttlers who had bought land snd

treded in roturn for guns and ammunition, Fijians were relatively well~-armad.

. 2
In January 1869, natives of havue had afggultod a few British settlers, and

two Amerioanm planters, Burt and Underwood, living om the Zigatoka, had

watoned tholr plantation and their cattle destroyed, snd a workmam ssasulted.

wo of Underwood's ochildren were allegedly burnt and caten, Cakobau was

quite unable either to aid the injured parties, punish the offenders, over

whom he had no real jurtndiation. or to prevent further disorder. ‘Fowsver

he had jgaued & noticse ioviting white gettlers to act es Military settlers

under his authority. The reeponse to this call mipht heve bheen over-

whelaing since white settlers, particularly newcomers, considered the

maintenance of white gupremacy s binding duty.  Zut to have scoepted the

2 » X 3 .
invitstion was to breach the Foreigm Enlistment lLct, ‘nergy- re-channelled

itself.

1. Argus, 11 sept. 1869,

2 Navua uth comat of 7iti Lewvu.

{s on the 80

%, Belview to yarmers=Sutton, 19 Merch 1869.
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the pressing maed for protection of 1it
. : e : ‘e and propert
‘ ¥, and the related
nead for investuent precipitated attem; |
T - ed tempts to establish
L h en organized white

rovarament 1B ¥Fijs. A rumcer of ab P
3 A rumcer of abortive elforta preceded the successf
b essful

2gtablighment of the Cakobau Jovarnmsat
hau LOVErM , with Uskobau as ©
onstitutional

h(’!ﬂd <4 1 8 e - : : ‘
i '7 ! 1A ” i. [ ]

effact of {nppiring the Polynesim Lompan
- ' smpany to orchestrate it
s destiny.

Thig took the fors of 8 bogus offer of Fiji :
S ‘ to America in How
emter 1869

the prime movers were Joseph L1enuy, Fredsrick Look and Joshua ¥
a Finner.

. ; " - n ¥ unes ting J’“‘.!‘Q! 10. to

well for ths purpose of maintaining our position
with the natlve j
authorities

ag for outwerd gecurity in our trade and commerce” ' 3
ree . Subseribers to the

pstition sonsisted both of white settlers in Fiji
4 ard investors i
n the

solonies

§no earmestly pray that you will at an
oar
world your resolve to extozg 2;:.'

snaouncs to the
flag to these islamis snd waters

protsction of gour
permmndntly.

r had formerly boen affiliated wit} 5
in November 1869 he was secretary of th: ;&;vﬁtiz:i:n Cotton Company;
later bhecame {ts managsr. Settlers thought‘ﬁritai;n:pany o
humanitarian jnfluence to ef fectively pro§1d. them i.oo mich under
authority they demanded . America was thraughout“Q;ot?aiz;ikind of

¢ Iglands,

considersd @& safer bet.

1. Fimno

2, Arsuﬂ. 12 Hove 18691

8, ibid.
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Brower acknowl ad ged the petition.

me belief that Amesrica hed any inclination to armex ¥iji was, for the

most part, unfounded . hat americe wanted was payment of a debt, snd

arnexation was the threat designed to extract pavment. In addition, fritish

gottlers were pumerically guparior to smerican settlers im Fiji by 1869.1

Gensral Latham, American econsul in Helbourne, a director snd large shareholder

in tne Polynesia Company, assursd Cook that Congress "were much interssted im

the matter". But in 1870 Congress politely refused the invitatiou,z and

the desire to"raise the gtars and stripes over the islands " evaporated once

the American debt had boen puid.
The petition to Americe wes the first manifestation of the Company's

edacious 1.p.r1.11atic appetite, which was almost satlated in 1873 when the

Company pressured the Victorian Governmemt to annex, a propossl which wes

woll.gugportﬂd by the vt storian public.

Involvement {n the offer to &merica was also an example of the Compeny's

division of attention, which hampered its progress as a public company

throughout its life. Himts of digreputable business practices by the

Company ned first besn dropped early in 1869, wnen a letter appeared in the

Areug over £18 pen-name tyedamos". It unveiled the clsuse sgreeing mot to
slienate any 1and until the American debt hed been fully dlscharged. T™he

gen suppressed {n the public versiom of the Company's Charter

clause hed b

"yedamos” qxpluined that the clause spelled delay for settlers in obtaining

‘ . v W] -American Rivalry in the P
. roIntyres ¥ « Des Anglo-An , e FPacific: the
1 oIntyres xation of the 7431 Islends im 1874". Fac. Hist. Rev

L& ]

VYol. 29, 1960, e 366.
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possession of their land and openly steted that buylng land through the

agency of the Folynssia Company involved "s risk even greater than that

which is rum hy & planter who buys his land direct from a Fijian ¢ lef” 1

Tra Company's activities later in 1869, tewporarily dissipated the discomfort

injected into sharsholders’ minds by "dedamos”. But im 1870, shareholders

were once azsim ularmed.
By lMay 1470, the Coapany had the deeds for 140,000 acres of land in its

possassion. &vproxiant.1y 100,000 aores had baen elther sontracted for
»

or sold, 58,000 acres of it to arareholders, and the remsinder wes in the

Company's posaoation. The American debt had not yet been fully paid and
| ‘ »

since calls o1 ghares had besn unsuccesaful, the Company had sold, in
»

addition to the acrsaye mentioned above, 100,000 acres of lend for £10,000
' Reh ]

less than half the original purchase price, to some of its directors and to

their friends. Without & convenlent legal designation of its own, the

Association whioh had purchaaad this land, came to be known by the omimous

sppellation of"The Torty Thisves”.

The Company defended its ection on the grounds that selling the land

was the only method of raising the finance to pay the debt. But within

1. ATRUS, 12 Jatie 1669.

2. Argus, 16 ¥ay 1870.

. The lexd sold to the Forty Thieves comprised the Viti L
3 g:q;, and 10,000 acres in the Suva ¢istrict. The POIL;::if‘xozlock’
had also purchused prom W, o NoOYe, four stall island; whiohlh gany

never been put to prnctioal use in Suva Harbour. (KIOPhe;.o; ; .
"riji's Jouth lea Zubble”, Pe 78). fiad the Charter baen vaiid.J;;

1and to the vorty Thisves would have bsen a perfectly C

legitimate transaction. Tt meant, homevsr, that the Forty Thiev

and not the Folynesis Company Dald ths renainder of the zs\ﬂéé' es

demsnded bY smerice end added complexity to the 'xamlnﬂtio;wof _

Folynesis Company's clai=s after arnexation,

sale of
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1+a own bailiwick, the manmer in which the 1and hed been disposed raised

vra ire of gharenolders. e Diresctors mlleped that e circulsr had been

sgnt to every ghareholder notifyinrg ther of the sale. Charles . Cuthbert
: ’ L

a shareholder, protested thet thirty out of the forty land warrants had heen

gold by and to the directors, hefore the circulsrs were posted. Thig

1eft only ten warrants for gshareholders. Juthbart alse alleged that the

directors had allowad themeelves twelve months to pay the bills attached

to the warrants, but hed insisted that gharsholders who purchassd warrants

should produce {mmediste ceash. James Butbars asserted that such a

ssorifice of 1land would nevar have heen necessary had those sghareholders who

hed 5ivan4pramissory notes for shares paid them on maturity.z Rut

dalogsting\thﬂ plame was not offective in restoring the confidence the Com=

pany hed lost through the gnie of lamd to the rorty Thieves.

Cakobau's annuity of £1000 provided for in the lharter, represented

another thors in the Compeny's side. Had the Cherter b en valid, the

Conpany would merely have paen puarsnteeing the transfer of the remminder

of its lend BY withholding payment of the anmuity: the directors sometimes

{nsisted gnat this enonsideration for sharcholders' sscurity, motivated

non-paymﬂﬂt° peradoxically, &t other times, the dirsctors represented

the snnuity as 8 pressing 1iability which must be discharged immediatsly,

» instance, in May 1870, twe directors were prepared to conasider am offer

any for its banking privileges, but only on the condition

As &

aade to the COBP

that it wes accompanied by a8 undertaking to relisve the Uompeny of the

1. Argul. 14 my 18?0.

2. Argus, 16 ¥aY, 1870.
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payment of wkobau's annuity. Jemnning the eitustion fro: Cakob
v LAk au"

view, 1t wes eninently pragpeeatico and perfe r n
¥ ' D :etly ressonable t
3 5 & o withhold

the balance of the land due to the Com
" due to the Company under the Tharte
; ™ rar, until he

racelve d the snm ' : ’ .
In b ) ~Ompany ad not vet hecun eit
e mnm 13 '!;y. \ b £ ither

trading r ¢
ading or banking oparations, for which Levuke merchants vodolled.2

wut neithsr had Cakobau provided protectio
" setion promised to sattler
sattlers, nor hed

he attempted to punish thoee FLjsans wha himt
. TR indered the Folvmesia ¢
h a Compeny's
surveyors. As far ss the Company's obligations to its sett)
tlars were

conoerned, nothing aside from an sdvert!sems
-t n advert!sement placed in the ¥
' R e Fi "i Ti!‘g.

by Cook to the effaot thet he hed "opened un
. ® ne or n nazotiat lons with
h an influentia)

‘hinese firm in Hal®ourne for the asup o
s supnly of Chinese 1ah0u,n.3 and

svent uated.

In nead of sapital, the C mpany sant John v
¥ b ant son veans to Bristol in O
Dotober

1870, in the nope thet he anuld snsourars Prigtol merchants to 4
o nvest.

1 ¢’ ¥ J &, L
iovamber saw t-e Folynesia Company's msiden voyase to Victoris's du
‘ upreme

"ourt. An action was brourht acainst the Compary by Aujustus Kei
& e aith, »

sharsholder, who ned been sllotted 22C shares and h
hars hed taken up a f
Further

1.6 for which he Tave & promiasor note of 20
. % r £2300. Imnd warrants o
Y *nabling

nim to select hafore survey we @ to he attach=ad to th
' 8 bill and
rd given to

ware forced to trade in "worth
jar half-dollars, which hed VQ;i;;:*E;p:r currency..,
Sdis of Fijlees, 1907, po 117, nto Fiji from

2 Lmwuks merchants
or dsbased Holiv
somoa” . yelops

5. FcT.. 25 A}ﬁril, 18?0.

4. F.T., 8 Oct. 1870
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him on ite heing paid. Huring the currency of the bill, repulasti
i ' "l rulations

comcarning 1and warranta had heen altared L
§ 11mituq salactions to surveyed

land., Keith rafused to accert the warrants snd rsfusad oayzent of
’ ull e Lo of the

nill conditionu!ly on his abteining the warrante he recuired o 4
| 4 . e Aue fDX’

nreach of sontract. whig was the first of & strine of similar suits, f
o ‘ uits, for

all of which the Compnay Wie culpable due to feilure to meke publi
A v, e,

apendments to ite Articles.

in the same year, Cook resicmed his position as meneger and w i
o oK as olected

director, Fe ¥, Yenchen Wage apnointed seoretary, and Jamss Butter
. : s was sent

out to Fiji to {ovastizate s host »f olaims pressed by the Company®
P o 1 \ ‘

ereditors in Levuka, to relieve Glenny of his managership, to pay the f
. nAPe he final

{patalment of the smerican debt and %o teke possession of the bal
. alancs of

the Company's landa.z

In Fiji, ever the E}?i Times which had delivered s numbar of eulori
) ulozies

on the Polynesia Compary in 1869 and 1870, had become criticals

The Folynesie (ompany cOTmEnced operstions with gr
protensionde.. they were to monopolize the traqo~q:at
¥iji end other §roups. ‘uva city was to ‘e the o
central emtrepot of Folymesia”... lhey were e {ront
gstablish barkss wut they wers to have the °X§1ug? y to
right of doing go. Iradimg, coifes, SikSen 2ol .7.
planting, with tne importation of Chinege Gooligﬂ~;gar
to be gona into or @ lerge scale. All the sharunqi;r'
wers to Decome rich and happy in the enjoyment ;%‘ ders
planxcrs' milleniulese Is it all to end in "fizzt? 3

1. S. C- AO 3:145-

leaving lelbourne, putters was astute enourh t

the Company, %7 sotion which sant “hﬂ?§hoigg$:fthWith hie

for the rolynesia Company plummetting, F.7 >g;.J .
—d uly,

2. pefore
inierest in
of recovery
187G,

5. F.T., 230l 1870,
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e editor siaimed +rat had the Company heen woll wenmoad and "had there

heen candour #ad uniarnished statements of facts” from ita inception, it

sould heave buen 8 prest SLUCCEHS.

Oyer the 1869 to 1&70 perined the Company's money hed astonishingly and

repidly dissppearad.  Glenny, +ne menarer in Fiil was partly resvconaible for

the lack of firsnce. it the end of 1269, the Company had provided him with

a schooner, the Alice, intendsd for use ss transportation to andfrom

survey sites end for Sompany business generally. Rut Glezmy had teken to

uging the Allce for tronaporting labourers to and from Fiji, a duty sssociated

with bis r%sponuibilltiao to the Flenters' Co. 1t4., an orcanization set up

n Fiji, partly under his susplces. (lenny had mlso ssrt %1lls drewn upon

Ky
IR

the Compeny 2 the value of about 870, tn a1t urne, without vouchers of

2
s penditure attached.

Putters liked Glemny: they were men of the rame sta=p, the former =

ugod-uﬂturﬁd qwiadler, the Letter, a racigt and a thief, Totters' mission

te Fiji §nvolved sxamining the correctmess of lemny's sccounts and Alsminsing

him from e Company‘s amoloy s fig carried through the latter duty, but

fully exoneratsd (lenny, intimating that Glermy hed "scted 1o svary way

5 . !
{oyuka, Butters gave blemd aasurance that forvarding scoounts to lielbourne

would result in payment. smort of this, he offered o nay tha debts, or

1. F.T., 11 Dec. 1869,

2. ¥.T,, 23 Jul¥» 187U

%, ibid.

B
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sone of them himself. In return, it wss rovenled later, he i S

the Pslynesia Compeny rive per cent of the 1and he induced skobmu to hand

1
over.

puring Butters' stay in ¥iji, dissruntled shareholders ir Melhourne,

perturbed st the Gompany's evasion amd ever expsoting "s full raport of the

gtate of the Company’s affairs tnetesd of coo ® high-Fflown panegyric on the

2
virtues of Wr. gutters” hed arged the dirsctors to avvoirt a St amalihnn

in Fiji; Ore 5. dmcartney, f41liam Erewer, Japtain ®. R. Senry were

closted, Hfomceforward, T bolynssia Company albit into fastions: the

cosmittes had T section of the shareholders, Zutters, of
w 5

Wine remsinder wed wo confidance in eithert,

ne support oft one

snother, #né

iihen suttars hed first arrived in Fi3ji, he had daliversd a colourful

spssch on rook? & yaculty and ipopmnetence, and in 1871, he devoted himself
tn the local ©oO mittee, on those rars and oapriciously

to sguabbles wi

selected ooccsslons when he enzaged in Company business. The remainder of

his time woe gpent ostensibly on +he Compemy's survey eites, or e e

- "
in which the Company “nd B0 interest’.

W \ 5
pgide from "1ooking gharply sfter =¥ autters”,’ the local committee had
are of its duties in Fiii,  The directors
]

difficulty 4iscerning the exact pat

1. _ﬁ;!}, 17 June, 1871-
2. ¥.I., 21 Jan. 1871.

3. ibpid.

4, ¥.T,,8 April, 1871

B Y 21 Jate, 1871,
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learning of the confusion wnd of the aatipathy betwesn Butters ol the

committee, aosured the latter, with a limpidity thet wes to becone

charasteristic, thet 1t should "consult the books of the Company ——

its raspomaibilities“ in ¥iji, snd that the conmittee ind Butbers sheuld

1
"1et byronses 0O pygones" .

Throughout the Company's domestic troudbles, its creditors in Levukae

presaed ror settloment. ¥Finally, in July 1871, the Creditors' Committee

requested that butters hagin auctioning the Company's sroperty a8 Yhe oaly

neans of securing paymeut. The proverty consisted of a five-roomed

weather-board hous®, situated on Viti Leva 3ay, with "corrusated-irom roof,

Fremeh doors end verandeh all round” and other elaborats furnishings,

nerected at groat cost vut mever occupied";  the Compauy's schoomer Alice,

i e 2
"wite the consent of n® mortyages, Pamiel nreill",” ard szricultural

Ak household fuprniture, gtill in their virginal state.3

Chaotic though the Company's effalrs were in riji, the Zeltnurne muidle

aore then matohed them. The ltelbourne correspondent for the Fijl Times
understeted the ahar&holdara' bewilderment whem he wrote thet "the Folynesia

tg alfairs do not prow any ¢learer in this city“.4 The Company's

Lompany
avetings pad begun to be 1ikened to bar-room brewls ‘nvolvine contests shout

b L' h ' d .
whether or not reports ghould eeread, woether tha procesdinrs were constitu-

who should teke the Crair and so on. it the half-yesrly meeting

tionel,

1. FOT', 8 April' 1871!

? oriiedl] wes putters’ Pather-in-low.

5. T.T., 5 July, 1871
‘0 F.T.’ 22 Apfil, 1871.



in Gebrusry 1871, disorder ard Aizantisfaction culmineted and "ths whole

wifalir, i astesd of being & grave delibsration in t & intsrests of the

chareholders, who sgmam to be 1ittle thourht of by the Shventirs. Yad &

. " 1
gopegning (arcd .

in lareh ghareholders pressed [or the spoointment of a new board of

directors, av sopointment which Putters did not survive. /11 powsr in

Fijs =s yrsted in the locel co-mittee.  The new Board of Direstors,
reprasenting the snti-Butters faction, coersted for two months without e
manager. nen Yenchen Was aprointed manager "pro tem". For the time

beirg it was trought axpedient not to mmie public either the 1871 balance

shaet or the documgnt ‘pﬂﬁhd&d LlViﬂg p@rt!CUIer of the money the Comn.ny

owed its shareholders.

. i my A . L - Ty 7% o N Pl )
Ko a wount of raghuffling sould romedy the Uomranm-'s nanciel position,

but en agttanst Lo soacure, et lanst, stable menacement resulted in the

ppointment af Charles v geiter [orwood to “i1ji, sn Joshua ¥inner as
o— ganagar-s prom January to November 1972, the Inlyresia Company

endeavoured to ZrasP ot solvenoy, and batween June snd Yovember, 1t 4id not
operate at alle ouring this tize, the Commercisl “ank sued the Companmy for
gharsholder and book-hinder claimed payment

overdralt, #illiam setmold, ®
for "goods sold and jelivered”, permard Levinger susd for bramch of comtract
. L]

tne Bamk of New South ‘nles for overdiraft, Yenchen for unpeid wages, and

1. Fcli" zz ﬂpl“il. 1371.

2. Foloy 21 HOVe 18710

5, F.T., 21 Gcte 1871
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Company Was made liable tor thase debts ssn possibly he attributed
1

trnat the

v the leck of anthusissm off its lswvars, to whom it owad almost 1,000,

The Company WA alao at logger~nands with the Cakobau Govarnment over

tne remsinder of the land dus to it, » steamship, three hundred tons of

~sgosmut oil ard the Gompany's ba king rirhts.

In 1872, pressure from settlers for confirmation of their titles to

iand hud been of foctive in imducing the Cakobau sovarcasat to hold a

commission into the "quieting of titles". among the first notices to be

gerved upon tue sovernment wWes that of the rolynesia Company demanding Orown

Grants for jend in its possession and for 110,000, still to be selected.

Thae sovernment had slso been exhsrted to eatablish e lationel Jank inm Fiji,

and in July 1872, & Bi1l wes prosentad to empower the Cabinet to grant s

bank chartere tne presmble to the Bill set forth that tne Folynesia Compamy

had failed to osrry out
o Goversment justified the Hill's introduction.” C. R.

1ts benking duties end was anyway, insolvemt; on

those grounds th

vorwood, Who nald the anbiguous position of legal representatie for the

Folynesia Compuny, #nd cnief Justice of the skobau Loverimest, protested,

pointing out thet whatever sontracts Cekobau had made prior to the establishe

of ooustitutional

o momopoly on banking im Fiji. le excused the Company's

— govarnnonx, were atill bivding, and .skobau had

given the Company

in a post hee feshion, with the arpument that

tardiness in tnis matter,

1 8, Co Ao 34263 S52L3 43903 31963 3321 respectlively.

2, F.l., 20 July 1872.
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until recently, Bo protaction for 1ife or proverty
kog besn sstablished in this kingdom, and therefore
it could not reagonably be sxpected that any Uank
sould have boen sstablished by fthe Folyneais
Company] or under their suspices.

} orwood Aiemissed the 411 a8 & "gross violation of rend r-ith“.l and the

sssembly dismissed Forwood's orotest on tha rroumds that the Compeny had

refused to pay Cakobau the prouised sspuity and had feiled to provide him

with "e topseil gehooner of 7030 tons with five small runs on sither .ido"?

Tt was not the demand for the annuity, nor the controversy over

banking which unnsrved the bolynesia Company; the "schooner” however, took

the Company completely by surprise, The clause rolating to the schooner

had bean dredged up from the [irst Tharter, which had baen rogactad.s'

In the quhstituted marter, vrinted in the Compeny's irticles and eccepted

hy the nepistrer ip Yictorias, no montion wes mede of & schoonar, The

second harter was in fact no less illegsl than the first since “akobau hed

pledzed lend, to which he hed no title, to the Company, sirning the document
s "King of FL 1", but it had been recognised as "lezal” by Tictoriam
of a schoomer however had etched itself

solicitors. The promise

ineradicably in rekobau's mind.

ment Kecords set 8. retition to Legislative Assembly

" rakobau GOvern .
1 a bireotors of the Folynesis Company, 15 July, 1872.

by Chalrman of

2. narrick, Hedes giﬁﬁﬂil.ﬂf.&ilé? 1646, p. 217. Ur the ssme grounds
the (akobai Lovernmsnd Land Cleims Commissiom, although it gave Crown

Grants for the land which the Folymesia Compamy had elready recsived
iefuscd tn make up the velence, irrespective of the faet that the ’

Company wad paid £9,000 to Americe.

3. See Chapter 2, P- 29.
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The Company Wes first made gognizart of the Cakobeu Governaent’s

revival of the clsuse thyough tenjsmin owderoy, somsul for Fiji in Helbourne
y de s

wno forwsrded 8 letter [rom - 4. Woods, ministar for Lands and Works in the

Cakobsu uovarnnent, trhen in ‘ydney to negotiste a loen for the Government
[ ]

4o the Company's Uirsctors. #oods requested that the value of the Victoriam

sovernment gtaamer victoris be sssessed and on receiot of the assessment

ees YOU would Lufora ths Folymesia Company that the
government of ¥iji sre preparsd to pay L8000 towards
the purchase of tne vessel, the ‘olymssia Company

to pay the nalsnce of the amount reguired to purchase
it, which will be sccepted in lieu of the vessel
promiaqd by the Company on sceount of the Charter...
Should the Company be preparsd to accepl this
provosel, then Lhe (overnment updertskes to place
them in posssssiod of avery rood of the 2 0,000

acres promised.
1 ipaer rightly uuaorted that the Jompany was undear no legal obligation

s provide Cskobsu with a schooner, or & "gteamer". The ocar! of Uirectors

d & masting with John LVaRns, who had been responsible for securing

hart ‘vans explained ¥ )
e to the arters. vans “)svrx_~a‘_ngj wat he and Hrewer

arrange
Lakonau's siznstur
had prouiuod to supply @ vessel, but the rromise had been "guite outaide the

pducement for tre King to sign the ssme - the vessel
50

2

and mot o8 80V i
paid for by 300 tons of cocaonut oil..."

Charter

was to be speoislly Tt was
alleged that twelve months after the Charter had been sigmed, Cakobsu had

Cook oB the gubjects cook statad that he had not retified anmy

brosched

_——
et 45, #Oe @y

e e—
1. C. Go Re ioods to Cowderoy, 5 Jert., 1872.
q. Set 89, Ho. 2, Fiumer to Cowderoy, 18 Sept., 1872,

z - ’..: L u .
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promise Weg ha had never reard of it".

O e gubiect of the vessel, “oods' guthorities were t'e Raverand
. - " WA s

resest st tne e gning of the first Charter, not et the

1+

Talt and st tlaton,

gmoond . Nmttloton wrote L0 vpods explaining that hig authority in this
matter wes "the originel Fijisv harter,” whish contsined the clsuse, "After
ik o b o,

s 1ittle wnile [}ha Ggmpawi} nrorise one steamer o as<ist the Tunivalu"

But no mentlon Was ande of cocoanut oil. lettletom added *het in 1270, he
Wt in 1270, )
ned discussed the schooner with “ook, and the letter had "led me to —

that the vensgel Wad heen promised:

. Butters arrived with e gilver-mounted
rifle as @ prasent from the Uomoany to Aing
cekobau, 1 Wo# requesgted to intorm the Vunivalu
of the {ptanded proaemtation. _His "irst reply
Mgt ebout the® vesssl?”

dnen W

WRE -

on's arguments, pointing out that "the promis
. he promise

Tatt roinfurcad Nettlet
3

sreat inducement for the Eing to sirn..."

Reve

of a steamer was & Very

in Detober Toods jrformed the Tompany thet,

this will be the lest opportunity... sacorded
to vou for = gattlement ~f this matter; the
ng@rrment are now prepnrﬂd to hend over avery
ecre of 1and due, and should this nerotiation fall
{hey will not acsin entnrtaiz this

to the 5round,
question under any eircumstances whatever.

s

o et

1. O Ga He set 35, ¥oe 1. Firmar to Yoods, 14 Oct. 1872,
2. 0. Go Re set 35. Xo. 1, Hattliator to #nods, 28 “spt. 1872.
%, O Ga Ko 1ot 45, 10e Lo Teit to icods, 2 Oct. 1872.

4, C. G Re set 54,
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Fimner seized the opportunity o re-pssert the Company's rirhts, making it

gleer that the Company gnuld not be praventsd from implementing PR———

on banking im T131s on the grounds thet it had not supolied Cakohau with a

"gteamer®, whioh it had never, as ® public compeny, promised, mor on the

srounds trat it mad not puid Gekonau an annuity, since he had mot N

p 0 ] A 3 . )
protsotion for the Company's seitlers, mor had he sizned over the Compesny's

land, snd Finner protested sgainet the makobau Government alismating

of Crown lands until the Compsny had salected the balence
1

5,0&0,080 acres

of the land due to it, is return for full payaent of the American debt

tne Royal Land Clains ommission had moanwhile, ax mined the claims for

lomi, gubmittod by the Yorty Thisves. “urinr the investizetion it weas

found that the viti Levu Bay block, convaysd to the mssocistion by the

Folynesis Compeny ond estimated by the Company's surveyors to contsin
80,000 acres, on BUrVSY, covared an area of only 50, 000 .OPQS‘Z -

grants were jssued for this land, but grants for the remainizg 30,00

rores aould not bve 3 ggued until

tre Polynesie Jompany had completed its
s with the King of Fiji, when they
position to keep feith with you. *

anrogemant
will be in 2

gertsining the norange snd wherssuouts of the balanc
' ®

orwood ned besn busy as

of the Qompany‘5 1and; he su:wﬂat@d thet a further 50,000 ecres at Viti

R

R, et 36, Ho. 1, Finner to wpods, 14 Oct. 1872,

1. o lde
2. Cs (3o R Set 350 Mo 3, ‘ﬁal"tiﬂ, Aymess ﬂ"},:_‘ﬁ Cr akkeyr o ghods' 0%
U?O, 1872'
" o
B. o be Re get 36, Nos 3, foods to uartim, Croker & Amsss, 50. Det. 1871,
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Levy oa 30, 000 3 5 000 st b '
cay, 30,000 ot suwva, 5,000 st Bega mnd 10,070 at ‘atews Bay would
VY g TENANRS

nizely melet : hat ! i
icely complete rakohau'® apreomnent « Lowaysr he ohisgted to apreari
o o ¢ sl ‘nz

before the “OYRL Lond Clmims JQWTiQSiO nd ot
t Bk mde " JOEMILH8LON, And wrote a8 men o W 1
o ¢ L ot nods to this
- - 3 4 o

sifect:

as well in courtcesy gy 1 won't ro hefor
mmizsion ag such, yat nillvhavﬁxitc

willing to roO pefore a selaot committas éo;nos:d
of the very Ssme Gents. The jurisdictiom of ‘

the ore 18 ohjactlouuble, the other is nét.

1 ey
Bny Roysl o

Luare, botk of the fakobau Governmsnt's Mia Pacto" nature 11
£ ure, and ta

l inu‘r&l'_“iﬂ!,a 11 S&Lf Vi-. h ','.:0 '-}) Oni 1 1
~,t t@ ; b it allyg re _‘_d i“ﬂllﬁd L}
~ Pl Ao RO Lol G

f the Govarnment A4id not gran .
grant the Company's lands, he would

threat, thet 1
take steps

public both in this country and
wtz 1 am unable to report that
- in a position to turn over
the chp»tty'which their

to infors the

tre Colonies,

the Company 18
to its gubseriber:,
money has duly

Iy Jalbourne, the rolynesin Company took adyantare of the “‘nods!?
» “oods' correspon-
discredit the Cekobau fnyernment and to

dence to
,es caution all parties who in Finsmcial matters
ares ssked to raly upon cand fait: heing kept wit;
thew by the prawmnt sxisting sovsroment of biji.-S

victorisns were gulled juto believing that the Company “ad b
b g aan made

s scape-goat. The COmMPRRY, eged on by povular sympathy, poursd 1t
: L anergy

- —

1. ¢, R, Set 31, Hemo to Ynods.
K. Set Sl sorwood tO ¥oods, Dec., 187Z.

2. Go Ue

30 NOVsy 1872 o

5. P.T.,



into a full-scsle oampaign to jnduce Vic
’ it s rorie to apnnex Fij
2 Fiji, or sssume
: me e

: oted .vI'Q‘LO s i1 i ! : L ‘I : 1% : oL 3 o od
DY t o Ve bc 3 o A..ﬂc X t!!%. I W J\}' W Etb‘; 4 inve -'i -
3 B.L] |y

s v ;' g iO & ¥ ¢ y -] he'a" f h 7

assured the lstter that

po man living kaew mors gbout the tijiam native
element than @ 4id, and he Cell co vincsd that

the feeling im isvour of Ennexution to Vietoria
wos sLrong amonzat thei.

Howsver sritish snnexation Was impinent by the end of 1873: the !
i » 4 "Q.F'Iny

redirscted its sotivily in this dirsction. 3

» L J Ld L] L] L] . » L * - L d - Ll » ® .

, s motice ved sppeared in the Victorisn Governme
Jovernment Gapette
’ »

In Hsrch 18735
afating that e pgtition eor winding wp the Company hed besn vresented to
the Cupreme rourt DY Wiiliam,ygtmold, s echarsholder. A hesrive was to he
held in 4pril. There WoE NO hearing, and the Polynesis Company made

no mention of the notice.

L.  Fimner to Chief -egretsry of Victoris, 21 Jov., 1872; 6 J g
12 ¥ebe, 1975, s gtorian Archives. ' ilee LOTHS

2. F.T., 12 Feb. 1873, yaceriney had spent less than a yoor im Fi
e wns ap unguccessful planter st Suva. ) ’ ji.
3, Folynssis Sompany b0 misf Gecrstary of Vistoria, 17 Uct. 1873




crabTER FOUR

" tyhen L use 8 word', Humpty Dumpty said

in a rather scornful tone, 1{t mesrs just
it to mean - neither more

what [ choos®
nor less'. L Lewis Cerroll.



as sminent people d7
communication hs
to inorsase conflict and
other people pr
controlling the behaviour ©
info: mmtion they conveyed,
cultivetion in Fijl might s
the Uolonisl
hallucinatory
aigguided confidence in the
the sndursnce and

contents

At lesst =s often o8 it is true, it is pro’oundly erroneous to contemd,
when Lhey sre making spesches, trat incramse in

g the effsot of giving agreement, since it car also be used
sompetitivensss; because sharing s leezusge with
ovides the most subtle and mngt powerful of sll tools for

f these people to one's own advartare, Tor the
the writers of pamphlets and articles on cotton
sccurstely have barked. “sports that {looded
press from 1868 to 1870, nmot only instilled mn almost

vision of the eas® of cotton planting in I'iji, but en cquelly
gupsriority and stability of the Coloniel mind,

ef fioiency of the Colonial body, and the elasticity of th
3 he

of the Colonial purse. Fropagande like the following hed the desired
i : o

eff'sots

Len, SOMe of wh

the "wilds of uippalnnd".

. is ready to colonige the

The Young yictorien..
npeck blocks” of "he Darling and Lachlan, or to
teke up ® "42nd gection” in the wilds of Gippeland

or the HNimmera. cusensland is not too hot, nor
Jupedin too cold. fie is mot, therefore, likely

to be deterred by the antagonism of the Chiefs of
cutinize too nerrowly the power or

f ’l’hakombuu. Our colonist is content
to run any ordinary risk, if only he has a raagonsble
prospect of aventually being able to sit down under

his own fig tres, and to pluck grapes from his own

vine.

juriadiction 0

om knew little of the back blocks of the larling, and less of

were lursd to t e cossts of Viti Levu, and puaranteed
2 niee

1.

¥elbourne Herald,

28 deptes 1868,
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suscess, by virtue of the anlitary fmct that they were "younmg Victorians®.

Berthold Jesmann, in 1881, arseased Fiji as a "first-rate cotton-

~rowing cOURtIyees the sncourarement hsld out to cultivators will be very

great".l It was. F1ji's early turopean sotton plenters, had, for the most

part, gattled after Pritohardts of far of cersion in 1859, Theay wsre

ususlly men with some capital, who teok up isnd on Ovelau, Taveuni and Lau,

who were prapsrad to mske the bezt ol any sconomic opportumity that arose,

and had acoustomnd themsslves to the idea that personal end psycholosical

geourity jgsued from narnonious race relations. They were settled men and

permanent residents in Fiji. Their success ss planters was partly a

conseguence of sscurity of tenure and political stability, products of

das'afu's supremacy in Leu, end pertly e natural rssult of larse initial

outlay, rood manazement and hard work.

1f rainfall was reguler

and ploking were available, if precautions were taken

and predictable, If zood lamd, and reliasble

. labour for planting

acainst strqnqulation by weeds, if planted a reasonable digtance apart, if

s planter could sfford the costs of ginning, and the costs of feeding snd

housing his labour, 31 he had a standby should blight or fumgus ravage his

crop, and §f there wes 8 msrket for his produce, sotton-planting was a sound

occupation.

4itn tha Ansrioan oivil war, end consecuent cesaation of cotton suprly

from Souther® plantations, gritish cotton msmufacturers ol'fersd high prices
for cottom. Fros 1864 to 1870, cotton prices rose steadily, snd by 1869,

1tis An ircount of a tovernment Missiom to the Vitiam

Je Be VM




957 of land in FiJi cul
end 1870, the

rose from 4

catton-culti'ntion in Fiji,

55.

tiysted by “uropes s, W.s under cotton.!  Im 1860
"FLjl Rush” wos st its helght. ¥iji's ‘uropesn population
g2 in 1867 %o 2,000 in 1370.2 It hed 1l bsen done with words
pondents for nswspeapers, and self-sppointed authorities on

Coyres
inverisbly undersstimated the costs of rumning

n plantations

Fijian labour wms Teco
et through &
Paoific Islends 1ahour we

"angily import

Protection from molestat

Jery little copltal is required to start a

in the e islands. e price of lesnd is lzian:;tizr
5/- an aore, and 1t can be alesred at a noﬁer;tq cost
The mschinery requisite for clesning the ootton is .
gimple pnd {pexpensive, snd the whole work of the
plentation requires only care, and but little okill or

sxperience.

mmended since, "{f properly superintended, they will
yood deal of work", % .pd the cost snd problem of obteiming
g rarely noknowledzed as one:  labourers could be
sd from the ad jacent {slands..s unier three year contracts”. 5

jon was either arsured, nlony with the means of

obtsining redress,

1.

Ze

‘3.

4.

5.

stokes, By | Ine giji Cotton Boom inm the 1860%8", WeZ.JuHe, Nouv. 2
seoeoe— L3 »

1968' p. 167.

ibide, Po 167.
ngketches of polynesia - the Fijis", Blackwood's % .
! S 14 ¥4 ne,

HOP’, C. ﬁ._’
July 1869, pe 51

pechey, He Ces Figiun Cotton
London, 1870, P» 55¢

Cult 4 p . ;
lture and Flanters' Guide to the Islands
I »

Luoted {n Stokes, Ges 'IB® Fiji Cottom Eoom...", p. 170.
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s from, or otherwise injures

a white m85, the latter has only to mmke =
forrzal som-laint to “he judge to secure some

paymsnt of the offender. !

Tf s native staal

or its necessity simply jonored. Lend was "plenti’ul and chean” .

‘o distinction was made betwaen 417 fersat localities in FiJl and their

different cotton=growing capacities. The soil was the "most fertile, the

. 3 1
richest, tne pest in the® world” e Irrespective of locality and degree of
exparience of oulture contact, the ¥ijlen wes "a docile snd valushle servant,
whose lebour cam be relled on for many years to come.” 4 iz was the

situation that hundreds of Victorisns and New Zeslanders anticipated, as they

griled in plissful jgnorancs aocross the raeific, basinz their calculetions

5 "
®om luxurious sase and apinterrupted success" . In Forbes' words,

"uething in truth, could look on paper a mMore captivating swd sscure

spoculntion"-

ey met gieferent conditions; the road "to wealth in Yiji seemed

to be like the approach o heaven, strait and narrow, and {ew thers were

i .
that round it". ™e settler of the "riii kush" wes young, in his alde

twenties 10 aarly-ihirtio., often with his wife snd family, and more oftem
with very 1ittle capitel. Refore he could sslsct land for his plantation
: ' »

L chhiy, W .(.’4, OE. Cit., po 17.

2.

. Naws, 1? april 1888,  .uoted la the "[Irospectus of
(,om?aw td ®

4.

Wxpsrience in ¥iji, 1870, p. 5.

5. ioss, Fe Joo A Planter's

i L, Two Yaars in Fiji, 1875f p. 108,
6, Vorbes, » At Home in Fiji, Londom, 1882, p. 59.

Te Cumming, ©e ¥F. sordon,
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nwa Wad usually to gpand sOW8 time in Levuka notels, where daily accommode-

tion cost 1. por haad. He had then to chartar a toet and orew to

search for land around the sonste, since by 1668, sood lend im, for example,

Taveuni was U1 an aore,  relatively expensive, sad nost of the land im

Lau wes already ocoupled.  Chesp land could be bought for cuns and

ammunition in the imaescure river valleys of the lewa, “awug and Sigatoka, or

on stretohes of the Vitl Levu coast, ritherto uninhabited by white men. The

purchas® of coastal lend aroumd Ha and %adi oftean proved a fatal error,

since furopeens then out off accass for tnlend tribes to the sea. Tosstal

tribes which had alienated smotions of land rasented ‘uropeans' refusal

to continue tO trade im firearss, which they were anxious to obtaim to

srobest themselves from attacks by other fijians in the interior. furopeans

' these arsas, consoqwontly lost the support of coastal chiefs and hence

The Fijien acre being imdetermimate, the extent of

ona's lend was & mattor of guesswork, and the cost of survey beyord the means

of many. The impraoiaion of boundaries and Zuropenns' rigid sdherence

to and rizhtsous afence of the soncepts of trespess, and Individual owner-

ahio, provid3ﬂ further sparks or racial strife. Defence of property, by

jed to raids snad reprisals.

both ¥ijians and S uropesns,

Gpoe lsnd wes gocured, dwellinzs hed to be built for the planter

.imself and for n.s labours: the cost of building a T'ijlan bure ranged froa

3 -
52 to 4B according to s1Ee: Fijian labour had early proved itself

14 april, 1868.

1. AL USy
rprontier joclisty im Fiji", 1968, p. 206,

e Toungs Je e Res
3. Fechay, We Cos OE. cite, Pe 70.
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unreliable: a8 prilp observed, "gne Tijian cen Live without slaving for

1 ,
you = oY should he do 1t%" Labour had to he imported from the New

g,brig,,, 1l ouons, Line 1glende OF Takelaus, to be fed, housed, paid,

monagod and traaspartﬂd to axd from home inlends. in 1868, costs were

reletively 10¥s about L6 per nan per yesrs by 1870, the price nad risem

0 513.2 cead and tools wad to be purc“aaﬁd, and once in the ground,

plents had to be kept froe of weads. hen ploked, there wae the cost of

yrangporting gotton O evuka for pinning, ond then fraisht ~hargaes to Sydney

Por its .hipm@'t Lo P lend, wirieh amountad to ahout 79 = ton.s An

indeiinite waiting p@riod followed hefore a pleantsr conld fondle his profits.

ieanihile, he 1ived ou aredit, or sold his cotton in Levuka, for an immedinte,
roaturme. The planter had slso to contend with

glthough gmallor, monstary

the unoxpected problen of the wasther. syerered out anaually, Fiji's

rainfall wae ,amirebly suited to cotton growimg. In reality, reinfall was

jrresuleri cotton often rotted in trhe pod as 8 result. T™e occasional
hurricene® could destroy e plantation tn s metter of minutes. In addition,
loneliness, Panr of emoroachnont, dysentery,

the planter raoed boredode

posquitoos. 1ittls of mo lond soumunication, and as ons planter wrots to

his /ietorian frionds,

‘“__—v”ﬂ“““.wuu*_*‘“_*_,_,~n~_

1, Frilps Ry
E', "Th,o Fiji ":QttOﬂ Bﬁb!.oo.', e 171.

" ’“y L’iﬂry" ”

Ze atokes,

5 inides Pe 174.



acts
auperiority, were r
position, irri
of Levuka hotels, @
lethargic 8
appreciable value

and racial

fagtories,

+n the market and price

+he price on

the men WhO wad arrived in

Those plenter

of Fijiane which they

53,

ves @ dist of ysuse and 2alt meat, in a clinete
that when not sultry is reining, iz a country
gwampy ewnd uphealthyses [T i wors pot fixed =nd
hed to see it out, I would have left loug simce...
uive =Y resards to oll enquiring frienmds, and tell
them to know wnen they sre well off, and keep in

Victoria, 28 { wigh to my soul, 1 had doue.

s who were not emraged in punitive expeditions, avenging
snterproted as sttacks on their natural

scoiling smotionally from the endangering of group

rating thelir lives with 8 renial [low of gim, on the porches

ad in its billiard halls, leaving plantations under the

The ¥ijian becams "a 'nigger?, of mo

upervision af* foramen.
]

axcent to put his mark upom a title de=d %o lamd",

sonvivislity, o8 well as cottom, rotted in buckyards.

1 Aurust 1870, the Franco=-Frussien Jier and closimg of French textile

relisved nritnin of a rival. imerican cotton wes ezaim appearing

s fell. By mid 1871, the ¥iji cotton boom was over;

asotton had dsscended from 5/~ to 6d. per pound, 5 and many of

?41ji after 1869 had toppled,

,es utterly ruined and overwhelmed with Jebt, with
health ghattered bY privation... literslly without
the means tO et away, helpless and wallnizh hopsless,
livine Just 1ike the patives... and unable from sheer
povarty to obti the commonest comforts of civilised
1ife.

1.

2.

Ge

4o

irgus, 14 april, 1868,
a———————

patch from Robinson, Govermor of Yew South Wales to

Confidontial Pie
27 Januery, 1873,

harl Kimberley,

Geggin, J., Anong the Haneaters, 1500,0. 41,

égrﬁonn in Fiji, p. 56,

cumming, Co ¥e ordon,
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All this wes often combined with an ewareness of personal failure, although

the failure of gotton had been & conseguence of sconomic and politicel

factors, peyond © planter's control.

oyepr 1500 human peinrs had haen weashed of f to 7141 in a flood of words
»

for many of which the Folynegia Company Was eithar directly, or indirectly

rasponsible, gince publicity to 7iji had atteaded and Tollowed in the wake

of its conception and its operstioms. The "Folynssia Line of Packets"

had arranged trensport to Fiji for about 23U Augtraeliens in 1869 and 1870,1

but as a land company, the rolynesis Compeny contributed only about B0

sottlers to the "Fiji gush”. These, it had plammed to settle on its lamds

at Bega, viti Levu Bay, Natewa Bay and 3Juva. Of the Company's settlements,

only Suva gurvived heyond survey, and any merit attaching to its prozress

could mot be gppartioned to the rolymesis Lompemy.

Peqa, # larye and fertile island, sbout thirty miles south of Suve
3 " . r

hed mever beem umder the sway of Beu. It was

by tradition, subgervient to mo earthly power,
being the only plac® jeft untouched by the xrens
flood that Jestroysd the rest of theworld.

LR

in 1839, the island hed baen comquered by tewa, and wes subject to Roko

Tui Dreketi, high chief of iewe. In 1859, tega chiefs had placed themselves

fihen Hega chiaf'vheard of the sale of their

under Ma'afu'e protection.

land to the Folynesia Company, they solicited a'afu's advice, and he

1. Passengst ship Hegisterl, 1868-70, Viotoriam Archives.

arter of the Lend, ¥.C.P., 1063, 1. 82,

Pey Ihe oh

2. France,
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refused to aliemate %Y of the lemd. ‘uropesn leagsholiers of Bega land

and Bequan natives took o belliperent stand when Cakobau, end the Polynesia

Company sgents arrived to survey in 1870,  Josush Lorola, Puli of Reqm

in 1877, and witmess to (akobau's sttempts t> extort Bega from its

inhabitants, gtated that the Fijians owned the ialmnd ~

vss mot the selbournse psople. i an the owner
of Bega ghanlutely white man's fashionm. S
is ours together - my tyribe and myself, e
are under the impression the Tunivalu stols

seqe if he sold it.

Coatinual regiatance to survey dissipated the Company‘'s hopas of gettlement |

at ﬂ‘q‘ ®

2
yiti Levu Dsy was occupied bY thwe kel &aivou, subject to Viwa, and

thus subject to Dede e Polynesia Company's S Wil el HEEUR W

sitivaal Tukans, € chief of tiwas his signeture went a sanil way towards

1egitimi£iﬂs cakobau's alienation of thig land, Both Bega and the vViti

Bay nlock had boen 80
the Company itaelf was not legally permitted to

Leva 1d by the Company to the Forty Thieves im 187C.

L3 a result of the sal®,

sell any of this land.

That the Company nad been forced to part with Viti Levu Bay, had been
e great disappointment. 4 deal of ceremomy had attended the conveyance of
iu september 1869, im tre presence of Cakobeu, Roko Tui Viwa, and

¥ijien chiefs. The mame of the Uompamy's projected

the block

thirteen othsr puzzled

town st Viti Levd Bay wna fixed at "Cooktown", after Frederick Cook, the

M
1‘ Lu C. C-, RQ’G’,C

2. france, Po, OEU cito. Do 83.
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Company's first maneger; its site,

rige, having a good besch
gnd snchora:z® in front... backed Ly glopes snd
nigh hills and well gupplied with water... ani
behind, a 18ri® t pet of coumtry consisting of
a series of hills and dales ~ the latter v;ry
sxtensive and fit tor tre plough.

ees 8 VEIY rentle

T™he Company's propazandigt added that a favoursble feature of the district

: e

was "the scareity of timber and other hindrances to immediste cultivation" ¢

slthough the Bay itself wes copacibus vt well-sheltered, the land
»

wns elther swambs or aoyercd with rooks. The three native towns in the

vieinity were actually positioned on the susmits of immense rocky rises

. . 3
Over this lemd, Wrse witgxibbom talked of drivimg her buggy. She Was

largely responsible for the high hopes which the Polynesis Company settl
pe ers

imvested in viti Levu Bay?

3he actuelly went up to ielbourns, sttended
mestings, praised the Compeny, snd its prospects,
there wWare heautiful roads inm Viti

told everyone
gent down p burgyss as a blimd.

Levu Bay. and
t up like gmoke on a clear daye...

s, Fitsgibb°‘ w58 intending to sell out her sheres end the huggy provided
£ B £
suitable pait, for "dame FiB.- sold out absolutely”. 5 there Viti Lewvu

Bay was soncerned, however, she ultimstely demonstrated her homesty by

1. F.T., 11 september 1869,

2, ioid.

3. che was 8 s

hareholder in the Company, and later married Joseph Gle
. Glemny.

4. Thurston t0 Hope, 25 NoVe, 1870.

5., ibid.
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olecing 8 motice in nalonial mewspapers whep it bacame clear thet the land

wes mot all it soemed

ps I find that the survey of the Viti Levu

say land will mot be finished for some time,
and even ther the land will pot be equal to the
expsotations raised, and as I want »o man's
nomey without full value being given, I ask
you to declie whather you will »ait for the
qurvey of yiti Levu or take land in Juva, or

alas receive hack the moncy paid.

The survey of yiti Levu Bay was mol completad uatil Octobsr 1871, the

delasy, @ rasult of repaatod opposition from Drobutu, Thief of Ya Bulla.2

4 motice invitiog nholders of warrsnts to gelect the land wese fnollowed elmost

Lmmed iately bY another two noticas, ons placsd by Jo Be Leefe warning

gettlars holding Folynesis Company warrants off his la=nd, which the surveyor
»

Antonio dprtelli, had wromz{fully included in the survey, 3 ol W M. I
3

Leveny snd 5trangs who complained of the same imjustice perpstrated by

nqp splte of* our repeated waraings". 4 aside from the large

wooden bungalow puilt there by ulenny, nO Folynesia Company settlers ever
5

l,aﬂd thardé.

artelll,

occupied oF sultivated

another of the lompany's holdings was under the

natews YaY¥s vaaua LETU,

absolute control of Tul naksu: the mam himg=lf had not agreed to the sale of

1' E’.Tt, 1‘" ‘a;ay 1871-
z. [J.".:.C., R. 15(1‘-

55 Auge 1871.

3. Fales

e F.T., 26 Oote 18710

5. L.CIGO R471‘
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10,000 aores of land Lo the Folynesia Company, but he was married to

1 . T R ) a o
cakobau's aister. grs. fitzeibbon had sgain attemptad to persusde share-

"

p land at Hantewa Lay, which, she ateted, "some

holders intod taklng U

2 P
persons ware very greedy to ot The land itself was admirably

sltuated ‘w,ll.ﬁatnrcd and timhersd, snd the soil wes excellest, "well
»

& 3
adapted for tre ocultivation af cotton and coifee”. In 1870, James

zutters had made & suporficinl gurvey of the land, snd reported himself

".lensed with the location”. vmtewa Bay would probably have besn the most

productive of sll the Company' 8 1amd, had it been colomized. sipe-tenthe

of the block, however, vere oocupied by Fijians who were unawars that their

el P diuputad-s As lete =s 1876, only = few hsd become Chriatian,

wpenounced the lotu and taken to their old heuthenish

and these hed

6 ; umstances possibly explain the Com '
practices’ Both these cire P y oXp pany's

‘mability to {nterest 1ts supporters.  Omly one warrant-holder, “illiam

Br che. ,ttamptad to ocoupy the land {270 sores) he had purchased {rom the
# » J ¢

'p‘” L] ]

suye was the only s¢
sce seitlers It beosms a centre of rsoverument and the

ction of the Jompany's lamd upon which it menazed

to successfully pl

1' f’raﬂce. P" OP. citt. p. 83.

2. Argus, 16 «a¥s 1877,

'.5. Ei'.T.’ 24 Deco. 187"1'
R

4. Argus, 16 %eY, 1870.
—————

" ~1airs nnd amonstrance of the Polvmssia Conmvaay of dslbourne,

1678, v. D4,

G
Te
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focus for the Lolomial Luzay s insry after snmexation, and was slways

sharply divorced, physically, socially end politicslly from the Fijiam

people.
]

The Folynssia Company tntended “uva to Lmoome/bustling Colomial town
»

sarly delbourne reilected in 7141, with streets rumning et S p-aagiei,

and named after its prominents, ghrubs on the sides of macadamized streets
*
a town hall spd some® churches, with resideatial auburds a1 of meat white

E08, goreading inland. #ith a view to the vision, “uva

Colonial cottm
hed been planped &nd surveyed. e sctual town settlement, consistimg
wns ensoonced on the “estern bank of the Lami

of half aore gllotments,

tiver;

Its wide giraets give one trhe ides of
of a town well arranged,

civilisation, AW
weing light and eiry and healthy.

Kunming parellel aith the sef promtars were teach Strost, Fitzgibbom Street
g 0 .

and Cook ostreet, and at richt angles with these, and parallel with sach

other, wueen streeb, qictoria 3trost, Mareme stroet and Alice Street.

town was 8 halt of half a mile divided into suburban sections

This

surrounding the
1snd, ® hilly swaup, was regarded ag a

of five acres sach.
le residentisl erefs ond comssquently called "Toorak", after

degira:
Yelbourne's elite suburb. mat were called "country” allotments were

———

l" ;.o T.’ 15 Blley 1870'

20 CyclOpﬁQdi‘ °€ Fij}_o..‘ po 2130
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situated at Jrove Foint, south-west of the town, sud st Suva Poimt. the

tip of Suva promotory betwesn suye Fay ond Lmucals Pay. The hinterlend

stretohed morth to the falmenu fiver ard ranched ssst to the xews At th
‘ . 't the

heads of both the Lami and Tamavus “ivers there wars extensive flats of rich

lend, suitsble for sugar-growiag: this hed been aupimated as sarly ss 18681
Juva harbour Weg Securse, convanient and well-gheltered, the nearest im Fiii
to Australis, and anticipated port of call for Jan Francisco mall steamers

en route to Vew Zegland.

41thourh land at Juva was at tre ispogal of Yoko Tui Preketi, Ambrose,
Roks Tui Suve, was the son of Cakobau's »inter,z and had merried Adi Kelena
of Reu.,s wite s 1littls inducement, Ambrose had begrudzingly comsented
te silienstion of lerd at Juva. Rokeo Tui ireketi haed not.

The survey of the suvae concession had commenced in 1869, but it wan

mot, according to Glenmy's report, carried out unoposssd:

I have groeat difficulty in obtalming labour. It
to get Fijiacs to work longer

is quite impoasible
ht at the furthest... A

than & woek or 8 fortnly
praat deal of time is lost reconcilimg the petty

jealousies of tha various tribos sround Suva
narbour; the juva usn will not allow the Lami

men to work ox the Juva Point side of the harbour,
and the Lami wen will not allow the Juvp men to

coms to Lami, 80 that svery two or thrae milss of
gurvey, 1 have to aegotiate with a different tribe. .

1. Prospectus of the Polynesia U0« Ltd., 1868,

2. France, Fep 9P cit., p. 83
noketches im Fijian History", Yijism 3ociety Tramssctions
»

3. Eall, Ce Ues
1919, p. 40

4. Argus, 16 uay, 1870
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The purvey wie gompleted 8 few months prior to the arrivel of the ¥.3
1 . it " »
Allhasbra, st fuve Bey in September 1570, with its ri+dv cergo of

... inefficient, pappy-go-lucky, men with
jnadequate capital, who had not sat down and
counted properly the cost of the yarture, but
had bean caught up with the glamour of the

g trusted +hat something 2

lglands andeee alway
would tura up which would 1ead us to fortune.

1ts err val at Juve was "B veritable surprise... ot a sin 1l» representetive
of the Polynesia Company Wee tnore to greet us".  Approximately 40 of the

olynesia Companry gettlers,

170 passengers were K gzong them, ¥ 1lliam Drewer,
br. Go mcartney and captain Be #e Henfypd #illiem Peillie, “harles Cuthbert
and the Joske family-

one of tha Company’ 8

PR, ~ "
anglican winister in Canada. Ye had cone o

Arewer WRS promoters; Jecertney, a dedicated

imbiber, wse formerly 8n

is 1868 to tuke charge of the shureh at Housedale. In

jctoria with his wil'e
5 .
1870 e ,uandouod yt, snd becane 2 narrigter. captaln Hesry had basn ia

-—-—-M

————
s i i to Levuka, omitting Viti !

i. he ship then went gtraight on ¢ 7 e
;onc Polymssis Company settlers nad hoped to sizht, with e v‘”:yt;!hioh
purchas®»

fe Be f;i Of tr:’g Sannibal [ﬁle‘, 1937' P 74, T ’
. "ers on the Allhambra. he author

2, Drewster,
¢ the passers

wag ouns @

ac 1bid., po g::‘-

ongtituted the locel committee im Fiji.

4, These ©
. was in the Victorian Insolvent C
8, In April 1873 spogrtney W28 nt Court, and
1872, e wac’”ah°5ding the lustre of his genius om the pmople of in
&1pp|1mnd"- Ha hed 8180 in the same Vasr, hanboozled the Grand
Lodre of npod Templars into svpointing to legture on teetotalism.
g .

w.T., 9 spril 1876
A ———



Fiji in 1860 and 1861 in partnsrs:ip with Johnm Calrms. Gilliesm Bailliol

was the partasr of Jemss Butterss together they hed begun ome of the 1

stock and share broking firas in Victoria. Im the late 57!
8.3 i1 = a .y&rlv e !‘.'

the Pirm had been one of the most influential, but by »
, but by early 1370, had failed,

and -alllis sas hoplnt &7 ropair his fortumes in Fij4 ?  marles Cuthb
ol arles Cuthbert

©us an architect from Ba'larst. His esrly desizn, half-built, for th
) ‘ s - a1 ]

Ballarat Town Hall was guperseded in 1*?:(58:3 this may have helped him to Fiji
v (-0 B O Lo 0
. £

but he was sotually travelling ss the representetive of ths Fiji Flamti
re P11 Mlanting

" " . , 4
and Trading Company, shich owned lsnd et Suva. e most successful of
sucoes ”

the allhambra's Tolynaein (ompsny passsnrers were the Joske Taxily Paul
: o el

end :dolphe Josk® owned snd operated one “f* the eerliest wine snd epirit
: r

firmg in Victoris: their businezs bepan in 1858 and was carried om by Al
- y Alex

Joske, sfter rpul avd idolphe went to 5131,5

These Wore A fow of the mem, with their "wives and children, roods srd
v » yl_ ’

chattels", the 41lhenbre devosited ot ‘uve, »efore ssiling to Lewuke -
R -

to the ship's arrivel, only the spmstrony Frothsrs had takem up Polyveasi
ap F .

in Januery 1871 was Suva's first. Vis planti

imitielly charged. But im 1877, Kacertaey, i"ﬁ partnar,
of delirium, by his wife's sccount, confessed to Baillie's';u r e state
ne recovered, hae agserted that his wile hed started this rvﬁotder. hen
him from divoroce proceedinis. Her lower, ¥. L. Gmith, 'n;t\hr to deter
undartook to uphold Vrs. Macartney's statement, claiming ;ha;‘ﬂ barrister,
hed been "ruilty of dreadful {11-treatment to his wife ”1AQP t;acartn.y
arunkenness and other offences”. Before legal proea;din;'a tude,
{mitiated arainst Jpcsrtnsy lOF seillie's murder, he died ~; EOuld be
(FoaTep 1 varch 18763 19 pec. 1877). » une 1878,

The Stock XchARES of Uslbourne..., pp. L0B~9

#aillie's mardar
Henry Scott was

2. lall, Ae Res

yate (personal conmunication).

3. Teston
4, Percy Oskden, another srchitect, had purchased Folymssis Compam
2or 1002 aores ° land st Duve. e sold this to the ¥iji f;::z:h‘.rrant'
or 760 in July 1870, (Titles' ﬁffﬂca; fo'gd ;;iin:d
‘078 RNeglstration

rrading Compaiy f
115, vigtorian irchives.

B. sutharlend, LY glptoriu and its Vetrorolis: Paak and Pre
vol. II, ielbourne 1888, P 566, ngent,

yranch, 0.




Company land at 3Juvel they had begum cottom-plamting.  Althouph 1t wase

only a matter of momths uefore ymoartney had set up his reneral store, and

Jornston and Armetrong hed begum to mdvertise tre facilities of the "Suva
o ; Y 1

‘  Poprmed rtnership, opened
fiotel", end prewer and Jogke nad {-rmed s pertnership, opened o yiuning

ostablishment end  store Tt qurply plemters snd others with remeral

: township of Juve never raally zot off the ground.
merchandise”, the actuml tow : "

+ settlers hsd landed without & thought of having to protect
#OS Y

thexselves.  Ihey comsidersd that, since they bl “AnaAralion sxperienss,

2
th wnew how to make thonselves at home in the Bugh", Their Pirst
hey "

3 » 4 8 O] & lﬂr L] ]a‘,;d ~ * v

"4 ne weather broke up and our ommps wars swept with equinoctieal
when the 110 ¥
e 3 |ater, they had %o sontend with Suva natives, who hed as little

expsrisnce of Luropeans, 88 the

t with reids, justice for which they dewmnded in countless patitionms
hese : J

were
k T

Gakobau Governmamt. Urewer ani Joaske's store becams,

to the mewly formed Ca
ple temptation to local Fijiens. In “"ovember 1871
- o ts, it wes finally plundered " At th '
ful attempts, 1t w2 ‘ : dered. y he
after thrae umsucoess

. held =n enquiry. 95X Juva men ware couvicted
1 raguest, smbrose
proprietors i

ntenced tO work on Brewer and Joske's nlantation, AsbFose thew 1efh

departure the men "refused to work and were very

and se

rfter his
nrewer snd Josks mppealad to Roko Tul Dreketi of “ewa.

for baue.

insclent”, 80

s Amieito

1. F.T., 17 day, 1871

» 29.
2. Brewster, - Fes SB2 cit., Po 1

3 . 1bid .
20 HoVe, 1871.

‘O FQTO'
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e asked for liguor and othsr things to the
amount of some 10 shillings, and then punished

five of the men, and sftorwards demanded L2 payment
for so doins, whioh, e we did rot understand that
justice wagp to be a matter of barter in Fiji, we

"

refueed.

tppeals 1ike this, gagmad to Juve gattlers to fall on deaf mars, and as s

result, they banded together to form the "Suva Flanters! Associstion" with

futhbart o8 georatary. The gssociation bore little ressmblence to those
existing at Ba ard tadi, or to the sarlier "Frotection” societles of lLevukas

it was both in reality, and by fts own account, a group of

table ard would-bs law abiding citizens
to seek redress by erming them-
gelves for defense, and whenever practicable mekin:
summArY reprisalses. thug commencing what ln the
and would prove to be nothing less than the
{nvitation of o prolonmgd and internecine war

petwean the two races.

.o rospac
.s e VOTY reluctant

The Tompany might have bear disappointed in its sattlers for their saprarent
reluctance 0 phyaically'nssort their rizhts agalnat inferior wenm, but the

premise on which the Juve Planters' Association ncted, was iu fact, as

emphatic an asgertion of those rizhts as 2 punitive expedition would have
1sd to what thev sonsidered o "white men's" zovernment

been. Thay 8ppes

4o nonvince the natives that punishment would immedistely follow crime" 3

g unable either to auticipate or repress, the
»

But the (akobsau novarnaent we

" gommitted by netivesa, opd it was only lmpsrceptibly that its influeme
‘ B

Yevils

set 31, orewer and Joske to dinigter of Vative Affairs
»

1- C‘. P Ra
2. ¥.T., 2 daroh, 1872.

3. E;z}. 27 Jane, 1872.
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wag felt among the ¥ijians it wos gupposed to have, in the ayes o s
n the ey ¢ many n

plantsr, suhjuvatcd.

Men who hed rand tlenny's raport, published in the Arrus, aight h
. ATRRE BN nve

antioipated that they t00, would experience some AYPPioulty in ohtaiéi
Loult » nimg
plantation 1a70urs fhis wes a prassice croblem at “uva Althoengh ¥
2 Llthony! 8OBE

pdvapturous souls” set off in gms1l craft for the labour skricets &F Lami
! ’ -

or to petition chiefl's of neighbouring islonds Otherl,l‘nith little cepital
‘ : apite

ware foroed to endure the capriciousness of local men. Jrewsr and Josk
Prewe oske,

who could afford to travel to Levuka for labour, often complained of the

trouble this involved. In one trip elone, they sstimeted that they had

lost £170 and twelve days

vee in the colng tn and detention at Levukae..
osses through waving to subdue our

end other 1
Captain, throurh drunkennessé aauged by the

many tamptations at Levuke.

suva natlves, when not directly attacking planters, made themselves
patives from other towns working on plamtations
»

obnoxious bY porsscuting

the now too high rate of
ha plantation being
sient number of hends.>

vo® th‘.‘ﬁre"’y rai’ing
paYys and pravcntinq t
gupplied with 8 suffi

that the bar of the Suvs fotel was "gupplied with wine and spirite

of the best quelity”, and that "good sccommodation and civilltyn4 could b
, ®

restrom, "s dissatisfied man and a stera

Cparles "
£ thirty-ome". lustralasianm, 3 Nove, 1866
L ] .

1% Tor GxﬂﬂPlos
t the age ©

philosaphar #
Ke zet 10 B
ruthbert to Chief Secretary, 1 Nov. 1872

2. C. G rawer aud Joske to Chief Secretary, 4 June, 1873
ne, .

3. Co ﬁo R- Set 100

4. F.T., 26 July, 1871.
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enjoved there, providad but gsll inducement to ths travelling publie to
visit cuve, vartiocularly wher pitted acainst the wider varlety of atirections
st Levukem. From the beri-ming of 1872 to 1874, Suva offered four of vhat
miznt be called "social cocasions”, sll held in tre Juva ‘otel, which stood

on elghty acres of land, "a gubsteantiel luilding of wood and ironm, and ell

the mecessary outbuildinga“,l “m toe first ‘aturday of svery month, the
T1arters? Acsocistion met; ehureh mervice wes held every Sumday, "in
addition to the moathlv service conductad by the migsionary from Rawn";a
1ster tre Suva Rifle issocistion h=1d its meetings {n the ""otel, and
occasionslly irewer and Joske or-anizad a dance. ‘uva sattlers felt their
isolatlion:

#m oftec went weeks without hesring auny news
from tme outaide worid. ‘ow s 4 then small
cutters end native canoes would f£1it scross the
mouth of the harbour. on their way to and ?roz
Lavuka, dut they 2id not call to soe UB...

Tts atmosthere bore a remarkable similerity to thet of industry amd
enterprise which char-oterized ths sarly compunities of “cottish "mechanics
and nawyor." in New ‘esland. 4v the end of 1871, Suve district supported
6C white settlers "comprising planters, stors and hotel kesepers, snginoers,
suilders, carpemters and other tradesmen". °  In January 1873, tne

population nad risen to eichty snd the valus of imports amd exports for the

preceding yesr amounted to £20,000.° axports included mainly cottoa,

1. FoTuy t7 Septa., 1871.
2. FOTD, 16 sgp.‘ 1871.
o S———
3. Aarewstar, A. Bes op. 2it., p. 85,

4. Fola, 20 Dec., 1871.

5. G. e Re Set 1l. Juva citizens to Chief Secretery, 17 Jam., 1873.
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copra and native fruits and menufactures. logt of “uva's cotton was Zrown

' W 1 e
from seed produced by the Ryder Brothars,  #ho had averared e price of about

2
£80 per ton of cotton, and althourh the hurricans of ‘arch 1871, hed

disrupted operations and forced sone to haerin anew, cotton was kesping those

who sowed it, alive in 1871. 411 produce was gshipped through Yrewer and

JOskes.

rwe ghservatlon of a sorrespondent for the Fiji Times that “guva is

Brewer and Jogke" was aatute. gy 1873, t-e firm, oe well s2s owning e store,

had eracted A ,tgam-pawered saw mill, nine saw bench Titted with circuler

k] )
ssws, the sizes of whior ranie up to 42 ins",” with which they kept themselves

and Juve pitizens well~aupnlisd with boards and guartering; thev owned
the cutter Toslia, the 1argest of # tiny fleet of vesnels belonging to Suve

regidents, which yvobbed in suve herbours; and as sarly as 1872, “rewer and
Joske had berun nxparim@ntinﬁ fr purer ciltivation.

Thelr gurar plantntion wng situated on “uve Foint, s jioining & mative

E d s of i
regerve in ine south, apd was mac® ub of = block of land purcragad from

swapston - Hennings containing ahout 575 mores, wkich fronted oato Suva
“arbour-4 Under polynesie Company werrants, Grewer and Joske hed purchased
4 extending east to Leucala HEey. sdtlars i

about 600 acres ad joining, A%

od caps from §¢jiaan, nund with these, murseries were

and around 3uve purchas
started. srewer and Joske commsnced operations unier the supervisiom of
M s T———

1‘ FQT., 2(} 5}00.. 1371-

| R npioneering in the South Seas", p. 40.

2. Rydat. L
1871«

5. F.T.’ ZU :).o..
grewer and Joske to Chief Secretary, fpril 1873,

4. C. G. 8. Sob 10,
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. 1
He L. Smith, a sufer planter from the ferbadoes. In spril 1873, they

{introduced s largse Sufsry orughing mechine, and distilling apvaratus for

rum manufacture, tozsther ynlued at £3,000. tws hundred sud Five Bbves

af thair lend wWas under cultlivation, 175 acres planted in cane, snd thirty

in food for 166 laboursrs, "ynd a more coniented and lmurhing crowd is not

2 .
to ne found in ony part of the world" . Lebour wag imported from Santo

another of the firm's vessels, the Wil Lesperandum.

and transported inm

Labourers were raquired to ecut cape, and then dissect it into severasl
pieces. These long strips were then passed throurh the crushing machine;

the juice was boiled, with the help of "two lar e Cormish boilers of 25 H,P,

each", and the molesses gllowed to draim as “rr nre possible. Brower and

Jogke's £irst product wes 1y bleack surar of the consistency of thick ter".

YNayertheless, confident of evertunlly perfecting it, Lrewer and Joske

omitted to send 1O victorie for the followirz three momths' supply of sugars

t up for that lemgth of

pagidents hadees to pu
g:;a with the local article, which had to be
gerved in a o8n or # basim, being in a semi-

1iquid state.

\ By mid 1873, the mill was turning out sbout seven tons of "surar® a

4 thrilliasg shipment from “uve, in tha fora of a %5 pound bar of

week.
g in July, uhere it sold at 5d. to 5,.d. » pound.s

sugar arrived at Levuk

1. Derrick, Rebes 9P oit., pe 220.

2. (. Go R Set 10, Brewer and Josks to Chisf Secretsry, 13 spril, 1873,

%, Cyclopsedit of Fijless, 7o 168

4, ibid.

5. ¥.T., 12 Julys 1873.
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A larger mill wae in the process of arectionm, ecapable of producimg twelve

tons of sugar every twenty-Cour hours, amd to De suvplisd with came from

surrcunding suzsy producing districts, to which Lrower and Joske ren

small gteamer to COBVEY the cane to the mills in returms Cor hall the produce,

the same terms on which mill owners is wueensland used to crush cane.

Their owa plantation yielded about two and a half tons of sugar to the acre.

Sugar bags were mpde by Hewa natives and pur0ﬂuaed.1

Attached to the works Was # hlmoksmith'®s shop, flited with lathe and

forge, and "gapable to supply sll the reguiremsats for the most extensive
repairs or altarations’. 1n all, Brewer and Joske's conceras, their

timber yard, @iuning houze snd sufer plentation, emploved a quarter of
~uve's white populntiOl- ineluding three enrineers, four carpenters, snd
two bricklmyorl'S tmder thelr suspices, ‘uva's firet church was projected
i 1873. In gidition t0 sontributiog "say plece of laad thes commlitee
liked o choose", Brewer pod Joske offersd timber, £40 and "a bell and stained

window" . They gugrested that

t+e church be open to all irotestant demomirstlions,
and that at the end of [ive years, it be handed over
to the lesleyar vody, who will wzive their services

in aduinistering the gospel.

The building itself 28 to e forty by twenty-four feet, aith ter foot walls
v '1ls,

n a shingle roof" . 5 srewer end Joske had also fimamced the

nof wood, wit

P W‘-.. 13 July, 1873n

Z :“ R, Set 10, FBrewer and Joske to Chief Secrstary, ipril, 1873,
5. ibid.

¢ F.I., 8 aerils 1875,

5. ibid.
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wuilding of a jetty into suva harhour, offored 1and for the ereskion of a

“court-rouse sud look-up”, and owned the 1snd upom which A. K. Lavies

plesned to build his new two-storied iotel, lete im 1873. A passangar

gteamer Star of the douthl remarked that he was

on bosrd the Hew 7ealend

gtruck with the snergy and activity

41aplayed sverywhere, piviag an idea of aome
busy colonisl towns one policemap is kept

1dle keeping the peoples in order.

at once

py April 1874, sevex yessals traded regularly between iuvs, and

albourns and suekland, pnd treade amounted to 3,000 tons imported, 3500
4 o)

loeally producod exported, ineluding suger, which was well-raceived in New

Zoalnnd.a The highsst price it retched was £38,10.0 ner tom, and the lowest
»

for dark sugsrs. i-’:‘»é.lO.O.4

& 5 :

s late as 1875, Joske~ was still shippinmg good guality surar, "a
; rar,

truly aplwuﬁid semple, and one that sould not be excelled ia the Colonies" 5
Jig had also taken up rus manufacture, putting several cesks on sale im
Sy 1877 he had erectsd a distillery om the Rewa

‘ : Rewa,

7
Suva, for 12/6 a zallon.

1. This ship vigited Suve three times in the nire months June 15873-
april 1674.
2. FnTo, 23 July, 1873-

11 #pril, 1874.

30 Eﬁ.’
4, F.T., 23 Dot., 1874.

himself in 1873, wren his 14 yesr 214 dapurhter revealed
Bl

5., Brewer poisoned
B relationship with hers it extenced over about seven

his incestuous
yearu.

8. F.T., 23 Jane 18764

7. F.Te, 28 koril, 1875.
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RY K’ ¥ Opt,d tG bﬁ L] L] 0 QKDOPt ft DO : § . “ ; a8 O r (s )
bl ‘t ! \)O‘lt one i’.‘uﬂ !l oG HJ”] t@‘r (‘ask

Lew Zealand and vistoria that yoar.l

!c)ittla we s doue in surAar F-!O"Z-’JCtiQ'i hetween w7 and 8 "
L \ X » 7~ 1"-‘ 6 B 1"" 1 }
4L e he ﬂOil

von whioh s pumbsr of Folymesia Company setil:
§ any 8@ s had commenced
mMBY planting
¢ane, -as only 8 fow imchas desb. juger in the O 4
‘ ] S, in the Juve area was do
omed, once
the lignt layer of scil covering "gsoapstone”
" _ ; wog exposed to thae
7 n tha action of
It crumbled up end washed awsy leaving omly

the sun and {ropical nlns.z

1' \ L3 9 ine JOBKO :‘ﬂ;nilj ﬁ"'}," s’"ﬂ[‘ ¥
- Fe l.ﬁﬁ v\.‘l‘t b !'t
P »
wno & b ﬂtlﬂ'nﬂd v] B form ' oca llp@. ti()ll a8 n ! way " h

remnined of the g}lhambra'a passengers at Suva in 1780

t S

spreading in 1876 The Fiji Times

pd of sxperiments g nd

dropped its patromisation of “uve
4 L]

" - A . 5 .
that rlorious le@ iigaster”,” 1like a hot cosl,

Phomson and Hemwick, aerchants st Suve, by 1876 owned the grester part
rester part of

juvats lend, nought from unsucoessful Folynesia Company settlers ’ 1
) > . . n
consgideration of suve belng proclaimed the capitel, and a town laid
. R a out,
remmick offsred the ritish Goverrnment av
vy R avery sltarmate all
otment

Thomgon and
nd a site tor jovernment of fices. In 1580, th
K80, the

of their property, B
jon took pluces
&8
were solde [svuksns rersined imcredulous 1
ong,

first land auct it was boycotted by Levuka's vatro
. TR, a‘d

gix allotments

L] . 1 n .m

after uovarnu.nt buildin

1. ¥.T., 9 June, 1877. the Joske family resained im "ij}
Trowe ond Joske owned a copra store im Suva. Ji. 1m 1919,

2, Wall, Ce Ces ngketohes in Fijlan History", p. 17.

Se i‘:}:., # Septo. 18760

4. L. Ce Ce R1485, (438

6. Cvclap!’dil of Fi;liooo, Pe 213.

.M R“z .
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Company, propristors of the "lelbourns stors”, which bepan a bramoh im Juva

in 1878, were largely reaponsible for populatimg the new admimistrative

centre.

Tha mew Suve Wes Ome wile square, rumming from the old Suve village

porth slong the poreghors and tremw inlend. 1t ivcluied Toorak, mow all

that rexsins of the Polynesia Lompany in Fiji, the antithesis of its namesake:

An ares ol steep atreats, tisht-packed with
imdian and ~hinese gnops, with kava goloong and
tenement buildings, 1w which whole families, snd
sonetimes extended femilies, live in ons=roomed
gquelore vlenty of Fljiens ghare in its shabbiness,
nut it could he something rourhly vouged from Asle,
and transplanted in regantive soil. fe

M
1. Cyclopaedia of Fijleoes P
roan Isle, Facific Publicatiom, Sydney, 1966
.

213,

Wany 8

e Tudor, Judys
po 250



CHAPTER  FIVE

it's mo use your talking... You
you're mnot real'. 'I am
jce, and hegan to ery.
yourself a bit realler by
Lewis Carroll. “

" 1ell,
know very well
resl? ' said Al

'You won't make
cryingeee’ "



78.

Anmexation inm 1874 bezot 2 gob, an snswer to e prayer and +h
PERYS nd an outburst

of themkspiving all in one: "great Iritein” was no mere name

imee annexed, nowever, Fijl presentad walter o problens to I
! " o er

«.J}OVQI'Wlt:, no ﬂﬂg',lifzibl. !
" &'l " » /”Q Glaiﬂ‘ Of t ' le
one nmONne t!‘em t .I§ y‘.si

Vs jesty's
Compaay s in mid 1874, the Company Wes ipflated with: new ovtimlam
. ‘ , anvendere

annexation, and, comfident of Britain's patrone e, it
¥ . 2

by the prospsct of

negtled secursly in the wnowledgze that 1t had hsen reaponsible for "eddi
! r Cedding

1
apother pem to pritain's Crown. ghareholders bresthed relieved sigh
sighs as th
on an illusory portrait of inorsssed dividends

satohed the curtain unfold

snd escaleting 1end values.

The (6W hops, and a new directorate, snahbled the Company to st +
DALY ate,

without lh‘m @y to the leDliE Eh“’ 08 1181 aputablo things hed bhee d
- ] - n one by

the pl"eViO\lI LE‘OG“} Uf Direc torsees irrx 38“181 and pY obably cenlurnblo d .
‘ b ° i-.nong

t o andg.tino ,!‘ﬂl’l‘t of 3,000 mores ef 1 ;
om, 8 ol g " and to Cook, "in considerstion of

his giving money which #was urgently req:ired to save the interasts of th
S e

ahnraholdtrl"I Jathows, fook and Macartney had alienated, with the c
2R onsent

of the nirectors, ® purther 3,200 sores st Suva Say, without first th
: hrowing
e Hoard of irectors hed alsc aa
de 8 rift to ¥
- o Yacar

it open to gelection.

ney of forty ghares, and the following woek erranged for him to be svpol
vrointed

a Jirector‘~ sow men would without doubt elevate the Company from the mi
; he mire

o

TSNS

1’ FOTO’ 3U 06'(‘.., 1875.
s

2- F.T.'

3. ibid.

4. The require
for at lens

sgotion 12.

g lor diroctorship were the possession of 50 =h
sharses held

menY ticl
prticles of Associstion of th
ATS : he Polynesia ©
) -ompay

¢ one monthe




in which the previous yoard of Dirsctors had submerged it

rorwood, the Company's '8 resentative in Fiji, constituted the ink-bl
) st nk-hlot

on the new white page. #men Goodenough snd Layerd hed arrived inm Fiji

in Januery 1874, to investi ate the offer of cession, Forwood hed had th
¥ :‘u‘.

foresight to of fer to surrendsr the Jompany's privileges once snnexatio
- n was

The Board of Lirectors wrote to Goodenough, msserting the-t

accomplished.

they rofused to endorse io
retained under the “horter for "a consideration" should annex
: -

roood's action, but were "oreperad to give up” the

rights they

tinp take plece: 4t was only falir that

great loss arnd expense sustained by
the Company in conseguence of the Fijisn Government
delaying the grantiog of 1anis to the Company. an
additional ares of lsnd, say not less than 1hg'%00

gcres, be taken in compensation, in audition't;kéhg

200,000 under the charter.

consicering the

¥orwood refused to keep up the farce. inen relieved of his appointment with
b A% w

he sonmented that "1, at least, have sontributed more to th
he

the Compenly.
funds of the Company than it ever iid to mine".2 G. A. Woods, form

» or

man who had most impeded the Company's operstion

. A

Fremisr of Fijls and the

1871-73, was installed in the novel ard unexpected charamcter of "Fiji

the Polynesian Compsny”. In this capacity he

from

manager and attorney for
pefore the new aritish Government, the Company's claims -
y Fere

brought
a claim %o compensation, estimated at £25,000
4 ’

ware subutantinlly three:

1. F.T., 30 ¥a¥, 1874.

2. F.I., 27 Oetes 1876,
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for Cekobau's non~fulfilment of nis promise to confer upen the Compeany

exclusive privileges of banking and rresdom from taxation; a claim to the

fulfilmant of the promise made by Uakobau to convey to the Company 110,000

scres of land in, #8 yet, unspecified nreas; and s clelm for “rown .rants

3
of the lands which the Compaity alresdy held.
The LOMPAnY nontended that, of the 200,000 sores of land granted und er
the Charter, o out 160,000 ned been sold so that "molders of land werrants

to the extent of 00,000 goras have not yat been able to obtain thelr lqndn.z

Tpurston first noticed the ramarkable nature of the Company's statement;

it merits attention. The assertion that 160,000 sores hed been gold

by the Companys and thet nolders of the 1snd warrants to the sxtent of
60,000 acres had bsen anable to obtain their lands, implies that the remein-
ing 100,000 pad been placed in t & hands of their purchasers - a manifest

untruth. The Lompany jtgelf claimed to have haen in possession of only

40,000 acres. wgnere", wrote Thurston "gre the 10,000 aores situated of

which it hes iven poase:aion to others without having itself ever enjoyed

it?". The Company hed, in fact, sold 70,000 acres more than it obtained.’

gtrance ol the Polvnesie Company of lelbourne.
Tevuka 18783, p. 39, This pamphlet was

51T n. Searr, at present writing e

a 1 N.Ue heliavas Thurston to b i

raph of hurstan at B.3N he o be the suthor
Ciograpny of 777 ionn comuntostion) N

1. The olains end
and 1%

.ordon, Sept. 1875. Reproduced in toto in

to Slr Be
p. 38.

3 ., lioods
2. G A nd Hemonstrano@eees

T™he Slaims 8

cmonatranco.... p. 38,

5, The Clains and_Remonstil——
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Brit ;
gin had nevar intended to e sume the regponsibility of 4
; v of discharging

obligstions to whigh Uakobau had committed himself prior t
o annaxstion. 1t

was " ‘
merely 8 matter of policy whethsr or to what extent ¥
. r ‘ suck promises

ghould be n1l ”
made good 4s the "policy” evolved, it became evident th
me evidert that

the Imperial Government considered that Cakobau had not p
possesged the
T 4 he power
justify his making such grents, and, since no "equitable clai
aim has been

shown to compensation for the loss of
exclusive privile
! ges which the Co
mpany

has never undertaken o put into operation” 24
, there was no reasen for Pritain

t: commit nerself fin&nniallv by compe
y o pensating the Compan
’ y in thls res
- pect.

the Polynesis Compnny's 1and cleims were held over until th
: e Land

fitles' Conmission commenced its gittings in December 1876
& Yioods

rapresented the Companye. He based his cmae solely upon the Ct
, » : Charter of

1868; this was the original title to all lands and ell sub
sub=claims must

sband or fall by it. fioods! action resulted in delay T
. he Land Claim
Commission wrote to Bavelock, steting that since all the Tomp : .
th any's olaim
land rested on the velidty of the Charter "we do not consid o
ot consider ourselves
ing with them until we have learn
t whether thel
heir validity

ju:tificd in deal

nised by the jmperial
of the Charter in question was not admitted by th
4 he Imperiael

is reco S’ 3 4
" ernment” . The Colonial Secretary repli
eplied

that the vyalidity

Government tpeing in some obvious respects contrar
y to those
principles of

policy which prevail in 8 sritish colony".*  This cor
is comnunication stripped

nd Remonstranceescs p. 40.

l. The Claims 9
2. Parlianantnry Paper,

3, Land Titles Sommissioner
Raproduoad in Q}gims and

v Faper 01357, P 8

1337, PPe T8

to Colonial Jecrata .
;anonstrance..., p.rzi.ZI Feb., 1875.

4. parliamentar
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the Folyneala .ompany of its lsnd. All claims deriving their title f
o » v rom

Folynesis Company warrants were gutomstically dissllowed, thourh individual
L ¥ h sl viduals

who hed purchased defined tracts of land from the Company, or cultivated
’ cultivate

lands cleimed by the Company ©F bopefide, expended money on lands cleimed by
o 0 "

the Company, Were heard, each in gupport of his respective °1ain{1

The Folynesie Jopeny zasped; it hed been both ravazed and betrayed
. H 14 ¥ ”Jv i

s F t were con ¥ '
g far as its lands We cerned, Lowever, the Company had, in fset,

invoked the oourse of action pursued by the Land Claims Commission, hy it
tgaion, by its

on any other title than the Charter. Bad Wood
E L84 s

refusal to baze cleios

pressed for the land on tho grounds that 50,000 acres had sctually been

ne might have heen neard at 1sngth. Tha Company had, £
" ~ » or

v legitimate slsim to the islets in Juva Say, whieh hed
v !

signed over,

exurple, @ perfectl
sed from Killiam We 4o0re. inods' insistence that the Charter

'g daims to land, obviatad the necessity

baen purchs

wag thae source of !li the Company

gtigation by the Land
dz trat doods belleved, had he rested the Company'
’ y's

of further inve Claims Commission.

Thurston suzreste

slaims on .nythlng hut the Charter ghareholders who expascted to receive

mpensation or commercisl privileges, would have lost all faith

¢ refusal of the Land Clai=s Commigsion to acknowledre

monetary @0
in the Compsnye Th
1g clulms ensured that many speculators who hed never

the Folynesia Company

r improved the 1ands they purc' ased, lost =1l title to them

ocoupied ©

1. Land Titles Commissioner to His Ex. Governor, 6 March 1878,
reproduced in The Clains and Remonstrance..., P. 42.

rd Remonstranc8see, Pe

2. W

43.
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In a‘dition to hollowing out the Folynesie Company, land Claims

tommission jnvestigatione unvailed numerous instences of its decentio
L} ngs;

in the exposition, it {ntroducsd the folynesia Coapany to the publie

without even @ hat.

Once 8 block of lard had been purveyed, it was the practice for warr 14
; H an

holdera to select the amount f terd clainmed. Hut the limited anount of

land open for ge’sction meant that in many cases, the holder of e warrant

could only gelact 8 snall portion of the land to which the warrant entitled
aen still olaimed the balance of their land, The Land Clsim
3 29 L ms

him, Auch

Commiasion reported that "warrants were an object of traffic - oftem passing

nend to hend, either wholly or for portions of the ares included im

1 Unce selected under warrant, the latter had to be lorwerded
: (]

from

the warrant”.
any cancelled it mnd issued s conveyence for the

to uelbourne where the Comp

1and selected. svidently the Compeny hnd often reflused to issue conveyance

s
to some warrant wolders who had selected ag much land as possible from the
a open to gelection, oB the rrounds thet they had selected too much land

Land was often gelected upnier warrants in both idelbourn
. @

are

in the one place.

and F1ji, but the warrants were never exchanged lor conveyances.
On the pasis of the Com any's first survey of land, plans had been

1and |e1ectod. Later, however, a new sat of pleans were made

plocke pltered. alterations to the old plan

drawn up and

and the numhers on the
consisted of cutting off portions of blocks which had alrsady been selected

1. ) Ce Co R“.
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under warrants. “onvevances were issued on the

basis of the new vlang,

for land which had not been selecied under warrants since no warrsntg had

baen ilzsued. These convayances ror cuteoff portions a gig

ned new numbers,

were izsued to either direcctors or their friends. The land had almogt

inv:rlably been previously gelected and conveyed under warrents to other

veople in seccordence with the old plans. The result was that one vlot of

land, or a portion of it wes sslected by two people, one in Kelbourne, one

in ¥iji, and it often meant thet whaet w=g in reslity a 300 mere blosk of

iland had beeu conveved to the extent of 600 scres. dany men had simnly been

cheatad. 0f the 90,000 acres transfsrred to the folvynesia Company, only
460 hed been cultivetsd or occupled by itse uottlor..l

But Britain's outslized conscience would not allow for s sugrestion of

injuatice. 58000 had been paid to the Ameriecsn consul under the Folynesig
Company's auspices. Gritain intended to refund it. Although it hed not
been the Tompany but the Forty Thisves who paid the daebt, the Folvnesia
Company had arranged f r the paymeant and wes considered entitled to s partion
of the refund, The oard of Tirectors, when notified of Britain's intentionm,
wrote to the U2lonial Secrstsry, reasserting all the Company's rights und ep

the Charter, amd "with all respect” declining the sovernor's offer

to pay the Company, as s matter of srace and favor

a molety of the sum of £3,000. The Company is

advised by oods that it is both legally anrd equitably
entitled to have the full srea of lsnd sriginally
elienated, or its equivalent value.

) e Be G k44,

2. Directors of Folynesia Company to Coloniasl lscretary, Fiji, 21 aug.
18786. Reproduced in The Claimg and [(emonstrenc®..., op. 47-48,
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The offer of @ portion of tre refund ressined open until 30 June 1877,

hut wns uteadﬂnutly refused by the Company, which remainaed in existence

antil at least 1883.1 gix years sftor its slaims "ad been rejected, end

in 1506 some men 1 Fiji still rald Polynesia Company gerip and warrants,
patiently waiting for their recognition.z

pside from 8 protest from ths Pslynesia Company in 1877 azainst the
foundstion of @ capital at ‘Suvae, &n sotion which rendered it "obligatorye..
to respectfully remind Your Pxcellency thet the Folynes s Company (Ltd.)
doss not in suy wey oF degroe withdraw from its position ag owner of the
land in question--~" no further correapondence was entered into.

mne Polynesia Compeny vad taken a "stand”, which Eritain would have to

either teke oF 100V nritain spat it out.

1. Titles Cffic® Cots. Repistration Branch, No. 140, Victorian Archives.

2o CZOlOEQDdi! of P'ililoco. Pe 213,

3, licods 1O ﬁordon.anuka, 21 Aug.

Rs-onstranco.... Do Bde

1877. Reproduced in The Cleimg and
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w 1 1 can't helieve thav thet! ! said #lice.
7 - Try again: druw a
1ong preath and ghut your eyes'."

i -wis Carroll.
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To many, 8 gatlislving group experience involves resching s desired
r

leavel of narsonal participation.1 rersonal satisiesction is not conti t
ntingen

on proup poal attainment, but on individual gosl atteinment, ecd zroup 1
’ . . D goals

are sdopted only im 8¢ far as they do not confliet with personsl gosl
' ¢ i 8.

Unoe the gttainment of personal gouls becomes dependent on membership in th
bR sal . fii " n )

,’.roup‘ th. indi idual C‘Uﬁht in e OF Ollx il'ﬂ Of GOMPOt’.nﬁ aim'
4 v is - clai s 2D
obnoxious problem to be QOIV.d L1 qUickIY an pORlible- Uocertlon ) 4

. “! ‘ '

vital slement in the solution.

Joseph Glenny and James putters constitute a semple of the directo f
! res o

the Polynesia ComPSDYs who were confronted with e econflict hetween personal
goals and the Company’s task-directed sctivities, to obtain sovereign
orivileges and lend. Glenny owed en sllegiance, not only te the Polynesis
Company, but also to the Flanters' Compsny Ltd., an organization for the
founding of which he was partly rosponsible, and one through which his own

could best be gorved. 1@ could retain some personel satisfacti
g action

wrile he hed the use of its vessel, the Alice
= v

interests

with the Polynesis Compsny

since the veanel represented, +re means by which he could ettain his own ai
. n aim,

to keep rimselfl gupplisd with plantation labour, within the Planters!

Company » The Fplynesia Company's organizetionsl struocture, divided bet
hetwesn
4elbourne and F13i, provided the circumstences neceesary for the practi ¢
: ce o

ard of Agception, one that was entirely self-oriented
~oriented,

Glenny's particulsr br
and would have been raoogniaed as such by others if they found out sabout it

"Thrge dimensions of member satisfaction
, Ce He and Secord Y. ¥, (eds.) Froblem
“—'—'—-—-l

1. Heslin, ® ard Dunphy, Day
293.

in small 5roupo". in Backman
in Social peyenolosy, 1966, Pe
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Butters used his associstion with the company first, to sepsrate

himself geographlcqlly from financial commitments he could not moet in

‘Jiotorin.l rmile in Fijl as the Company's repressntative, he took edvantare

Af the [act that he was got simultaneously in asantect with both the Bosrd

of Uirectors, and the creditors’ Jommittee in Levuke, pleying the approved

role with each ETOuD, and ignoring its expectations when in contact with the

other. This providad him with en apportunity to cest an imoraession of

himsoll as fair, Loneat and jmpsrtial among the Directors in Welbourne, but

nore {mportantly, pmong many of the citigens of Levuka. The impression he
Jpeaker af the House in the Cakobau

left in minds got him ¢lected a8

and for which he knew he was admirably

Government, @ position he desired,

suited.
Just as rezulerlys the existence of what was perceived ms » close

identity betweel personal rosls and the Company's soels necessited deception.

ghua Finner Wes possibly the Company's most dedioated executive. As

ne had been prominent in organising the offer of ¥1ji to

Jo

sacretary, in 1869,

and in 1873 and 1874,
opal proocoupation with what he perceived as the Company's

Amarics, he poured his energy into pressuring Vicrorie

to anngX. His pars

ponnihla for his

The Company .oaumulgted axtensive debts, and was forced to deceive ghare-

ronl Was TO8 pezlect of the Compsuy's domestic business.

holders, to retain their confidsnce and prevent itself from wiltine.
8 £

nuboonacioualy.
reoognilod that the Charter wes founded upon the lie

it least #illiem drewer must have acknow!adged the
P "

‘marter's {nvalidity and

ses king of Fiji. But srewer hed committed himself:  the

that Cakobau

——"

1. Hall, B Ray og- citey Po 108.



O e

s one of yielding, o aginteining his stand when

choice prosentod wn

confronted with digagreement fyom othars. vhere Hrewer could be personally

jdentified with his own judpementa, he wep rasponding, not only to the

acparent Jigorepancy in inforaatlion, provided on the one hand by Thurston,

Lambert and & pamher of planters {n ¥iil who presented the 7~lonial press

witn daily scoounts of their hardship, and on the other hand, what he

wimself had se9n Lhrough kaleidoucopio eyes, but alan Lo what he helieved

were the gxpoctations of the 7t atorian public as to what h'a judgzements

ahould be. In Festinﬁer'a worda, rewsr mixht reagonably be assumed to

have been sxperiencinZ reornitive Aigsonance” aifter his firat attempt to
nepotiate the rharter with Cakobau. e held two sets of cognitions which

ware npot consistert with each other. 1n such a predicament, dissonance

will arise to the axtant that one of these sets will becore rasistant te

Grewer's commitment to the beraviour of negotiating the

ohango.l
Charter gerved to fix the coznitions agsociated witn it. Subseguent
in & weakening of the cognitions associated

dissonance reduction rasulted

with, for exanple, myureton's opnosition, sognitions for which thare was

no strong commitment. this further affirsed ard supported the eopnitions
Lt ]

npewer hed gpitially sommitted himself. e publicly avowed his

r wag both lezal, and legitimately and fairly negotiated
o »

to which

gtand that the herte

thus providing 8¢ {ndjcator YO tre public of his stalwartnezs. Fublicity

itgelf served to increase nis commitment to the Company, [ixing his stand,
since only negetive consequences sttended tre changing ~f it. In short;

1 Festingers e ¢ Theory of Cognitive sJissonance, 1967, passim.
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attempts to reduce aognitive 4igsopsnce can develop into self-deception.

in 1ndividua1 iges not usually have pood control over his socisl and

husiness onrironnont. and one way in which this manifeats itself is in his

partinsl {nability o prgdict the nature of the rroups to which he exposes

dany of the ‘ompany ' 8 ghareholders found their associetion with

|

himgelf.

the Polynesisa Company ineronsingly ieas pleasant and less romunerative than
they hed anticipated. 1thourh the Jompany's feilure would have induced

dipponancd, for sOMo, 1ike Feter r1ark, Latter, Benry KnoXx, rroocer, and

Tmith, 8 govarnunl,l 1ittle affort was reguired to reduce it: they had

sisply 0 undervalue rhe anount of their investment, tell tremeelves that

their pifort and expanse was really, nezlizible. Thie form of deception
wes easy, FOF these people reprosent & saaple of those wio hwnd invested
1ittle moneY, prd 1888 time in the Company. sut for others, like Caroline
Fitzgibbon, prewer, & iuner and Jacob Breche, 1t would have been absurd
co attempt O reduce °1ssonance congequent upon the Company's fallure to
augment its pins, B andervalulng their investment, siuce they knew, end
knew that others knew, that they had expended a preat desl of money end

tiqe in axposinf thamselves ta the Dompany. The 8 ternetive means of
reducing 4§ gsonsnce WES to overvalue the Company, by emphesizing its positive
ngpects and wlinding themaelves to its negative ones.

ps further reduce A{asonanc®, trey could use thair interaction with
othar pqoplo.z either DY obtaining tre support of those who already believed

A

1. Titles' office, Co'Se
Shureholdorc.
w o W naeatun ¢ n‘;ruano. and COGﬂitlva ‘:Oﬂsi‘tanoy"
. & on e ey 2wy ,
2.  oampsos * . oeg 26, pe 195

sociometly,

2gristret on Brench, Wo. 14C.  List of
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what they wanted to persusd® themselves nbout, or by persusding others that
they ton, ghould helieve what thay wantad to persusde themselves about,
50 ArSe ritagiobon hought & DUERY to drive over tho rocks snd mounteins of
viti Levu Jays Parsons who agreed with ¢rem would very likely, have helped
to reduce dissonance MY providing new {nformetion snd new arguments
congonant with what they pad mnde theuselves bellevs, and by discrediting
eir opinions. nensequently, although the

arguments 4 gsonant with th

Company in 1877 hed, like Gulliver in Brobdingrag, galined notriety se &
cropture Wno could " spesk geveral words and parform s hundred diverting
sritein had rapudtat@d 4tz claimg, it achieved a

Lricks”, and althoush
_reater doree of internal gohesion than aver before; disruptive sntaronisms
ropre raduced to 2 mindmam. The LOMpPAnY nung topether until 1883, snd

ag lote 28 1008, tggnty.ﬂiﬂ@ yesrs aftor its sonfrontation with aritein,
1 convinced of their right to 1ard under Folynesie

some men 1o Fijl were stil

Lompany warrants.

Progress towards £rouP goals ia ususlly @ ecruciasl Tactor in member
satislnotions spnificantly, 1t i the members® perception of this
Progress, pather than the actual Progress, that is important. The Polynesie

guided and sontrolled the perceptions of its sharsholders,

Company poth
employing @ variety of forms of legitimste non-compliance, like its claim
to fulfill its

p claim of

obliration to provide F14% with = bank, wes

that feilure
A nvoluntarys his is wgocident”, a cousin of the "exeuss” .
§o higher claims wore invoked; ¢he Company escaped sanction by
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demonstrating that circumstances bayond its control prevented it from

sarrying out 1ts good intentions. 39wilerly, it was the previous Board

of Directors who had almost ruined the Company; its nctions had been

futile apd avoldable, wiile those of the present directorate, necessary and

inevitables the Company wes failing not because of the actions of the
because of the grarsholders' apathy, or vice versa: it wes

virectors, but

tg fpult that the Company W8 submerged in debt in ¥Fiji, and B0

not Glenny

Ofle
It is aignifioant to note that the P lynesia Compeny was never the

perpetretol of en ordinary 1ie: this would have been unressrvedly

digapproved, simply ® Lolfish attempt to manipulate others by controlling
their access to information. vet the Company desarves notoriety, if for
no other reason than that it practised almost svery “orm of "inatitutionalized'
deception known to mans it was sneongciougly selective, it exapgerated,
overaimplified, understated, mepnified good qualities, minimized

jgolatad {nstances sesm typical, pulled things out of

1istorted,

wad, tried to make

sontext, generalised, peguiled, juggled, bluffed, misled, misinformed,

conjured and pr’tgnded’ in addition to deceivins itself into believing thet

1t was not deceiving anybody.

,....ooo--ooo-.....

As an attenrt to found # colony, a8 8 public company and as &
speculation, the Polynesis Company was a feilure. 1t saw itself as sn
ated reconstruation of the iest India Company, s vision whioch

improved, reloc



partly prluinﬁd the mint of imperialism which it from the first instence
stance,

so remarkably, if unjustifiably pogsevsed.  The outcore of the ast Indie

Company's gotivivies had demonstreted s lesson: thet if one is solely in

pursuit of prof’it, one ghould not sllow oneself to be forced into mssuming

the responsibilities of government. The FPolynesis Company misresd the

lesson, believing that, if orgenized along the same lines ss the ‘'ast Indla
Company, it might a8 woll incorporate into its Charter, demands for govereign
privileyes, gince, as ihe experience of the Sest Indie Compeny had shown, it

was in the lopg rud destined to possess them.

The fact thet within its own ethical and legal systen, the Company had

no suthority to demand guch privilwaas. wns suffocated in s conscious sttemot

‘o extend Sritein's pounderies, obtuse prattle of adding gems to crowns,

the myth ol mombership in 8 roce deemsd superior. Yhite supremscy was

taken Sor grantud- gut a white =men had only to goze sround him to

rationalize out the myth: the technolozical superiority of his race

hig claim to racial gupariority, since it wam misumed to be the

al guperlority. Eutrenched in the myth, the Company

validated

ragult of 1ntellactu

had never [oF & momant antartainad the ranciful notion thet Eritain might
refuse to ,uppoyt its quest. Life-lonj e otional props were shaken when

Britain repudiated the Company's claims. Its only refuge was defiant
incredulity. hat ramained of its attempts to colonize Fijl wes Toorak,
the antithesis of @ spanking bri‘ht Colonial

a nulti—raciql slum suburb,

town.
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The situstion which the Company originally sought to sxploit

cprorau’s debt to Americe = WuS in reality an smorphous onet Cak
- w Jakobau

W 8 no more regponsible por £900C worth of damage to the prop +
= a oparty of

:‘.182‘.10&“ Gitilgn' in Fiji’ than wo s the (xo‘npﬂnV i
by : th GCompany .tﬂ“.}lf‘ T™he
" ne situation
»

s an "apportunity", and the result of the attempt to

NOWRVAr, wes geen 9

a company erected on sand. The Polvnesia Compery's Cherter

exploit it,
with Cakobau was haseless since Cekobau Was not "King of Fiji", but Chi
w y OW ef of

2au, end he could not, therefore, either apportion 1
: and, or conve
3 y privilegzes
The Company deceived itself into believing

sutside the Bau dominions.

s legal, 270 assertion it became necessary to support with

that the Charter wa
from the 1stters of Thurston, Rev a—
o '.'

dootored quotation-

partial and
1
T+ had simply taken up an offer which Aritai
: : n

Lolonel gmythe and others.

1867 and Pinally acquiesced in, in 1874 Iits chart
J . charter,

offers of ceasiom, "Jerived from exactly th
' e

prom King Thakombau nd h 2
3 8 is chiafs". This was

misstatement, requiring only e comparison of th
e

same SOUrcOsse viz.

~erhaps 1ts most audacious
jacunonts‘to ghow its platant falsity- Uplike the Deed of Cession which
aad been signed by Cakobau and the principle chiefs of Fiji, thre Company's
Charter bore the marks of Cakobau and # pew of his relatives; Ratu Héuli
nis eldest soni Savenchy his nalf-brother; natu Dranibska, = landless '
Ratu g1ijia Toroce, a lsndless magistrate st Daus Sitivani

, 8 chief of Viwe, and Werika Toroeco, Cakobau's landless nephen.3

Tukane
to the Rirht Honourabls Zarl of “arnarvo nei
v Deling 8

Jop of a Do® atoh
T unlawful “ithholdine of the Com any's lands at
! i B nds a

1s 4]
Remonstranoe arpainsg
__.F_.ia._ﬂ_.b"wm s Exoellency ——— SF 1. Oordon, Welhourne, 1877, Ppe & = 2

38

half-brother;

2. ibid., P
————
X
amined and Refuted, 1878, p. 56,

3, The plaims and pemonstrancesc-s
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#4¢hin his owWn aultural frasewerk, takobsu could not "legeally” hand out

govereizn privilegss of islands over Wﬂich‘he did not Eﬁiid R —
witnout the sssent °f, at least;\‘fﬁi Cakau, Shisf of the province of
fakaudrove, and pui Dreketl of Rews, not to martion the numerous less importen
cnisfs who frhabitad the 200, 700 sores of land Cskobau sirned sway. But
(aknban could have, without co ment from fijians or protest from Thursten,
4 mry part of Dau, over which he exerocised undoubted contrel, or

of Lomawiti, which he claimed as his psrsonal property.

#lienpte

Lend in the islends

it is obvious that the lands he chose to alienate were not impetuously
etwoen tre rejection of tre first Crerter, sud Shio

sranted. he time 187 b

ond, had baen gaple for him o slset lands whish eeuld

signing of the 88C
Thurston, and lends that were sithsr under

not be immed 1ately challenged by

S
disputed sontrol, OF the ocontrol of his rivals. Jetting “uropeans on these

iply under his sontrol, ensured that he would have settler

lands, ostens
rakobau had aiditional security in the fact

support againat nis rivals.

was peid, he was no longer obliged to convey

that once the aperican debt

Lend to the Companys  ®h° art of stalling, placating and promising until

pPressure subsided, sould then be brought into play. In September 1870,
and Cakobau, "into his brown paws chuckles =nd

the Ameriosn debt Wns&patd,
2
ite all overs ell over", end as far as he was

"
soreams - | of oti, Sa Ot

soncerned, it wns,

Company could have exploited the situation to their

Both Cakobau and the
with & gimple alt

gee thet what sonstituted "lerality” in Victorie, or in Fiji,

werse abli to
1 For sxemple, Beqe, 5uVve and Viti Levu Bay.
2. Thurston t0 zops, 28 NOVes 1870,

mutual advantag®, eration of perspective.  But neither




pE.

onuld not be assumed YO be shared by the whole of wumanity, but was the

rosult of the partioulsr civilisations of which they were the progeny.

voonosioally, path Cnkobsu end the Company were di1ettantes. "

ompany took advantai® of an indefinate legal situation upen which to found

itgelf, and 1t was tris tret #innlly smothered it. akobau, motivsted by

a policy of enlightenod gelf-intarest, and as much a speculator as many of
the Qmmyuny': srareholders, nad claimed govereignty over #1131 to bleck

Tongern inparialilm, and it wes his claim that finally lost him any power
he sctuslly posnonaod with British sonexation, as well as his own birthright,

and that of those whose lands he pawned.  -ach, in the long rum, wes hoist

on his own petard.
As & public company, it 4 unlikely that the Pnlynesis Company could

have had much guUCCess. 7¢a arsanizational structure, s creature of man's
fallibility, @8 wsll =8 his orestive genius, WS conducive to inadequate
conmunication. iad the Company not heen divided structurally, and had
the Charter bsen valid, its sreanization in ¥elhourne, a manager, 3osrd
of iirectors, and numerous gharsholdars, might heve proved cohesive and
joal structure in el ourne, and an

efficient. Bt & .eni—hieraroh
ungt rugturad, competitive pranch in Fiji, combined with a delay of at lenst
twelve days in the recevtion of messages between the two places, left little

r adequate OF acour

ne sssociation of 3Jutters and the local committee
»

nope of eithe ate intercossunication. Tohisms and

!qareaaion avident int

both reprauonting the uompaiy in ¥iji, are indicators of dissat!sfaction,
uence of disorganization. The .ompany's decay

and both cause and condedq



was then, partly internal, but also derived simply from a lasck of conditions

appropriate to ite eiiective operation. For axample, a warrant-holder in

Fiji who gelected & particular plot of land at Suva, would naver have had to

fear that while nis warrant wos in transit between Fiji and Melbourne, to be

exchanged for & conveyancs, 2 Victorian speculator might salect from & plan
in delbourne, the game plot of earth, had the committee in 7iji been

empowered O jssue 8 fixed number of conveysnces ~f land, for randomly —

n erased from plans in MYelbourne, for the

plots wnich had previously bee

gclection of warranteholders in Fiji.

vision invited deception and ensured that it would go

structural di

tomporarily unnoticede A procedure whereby all reports on the Company's

nctivities in both Jelbourne end Fiji, were communicated to the ahareholders

’ automatically {ntroduced restraints acainast free

shrough the mansger

communication, 28 it wns dependent on the manager's personal avaluation of

the extent to which 1ack of agreement and dissension within the DBoard of

Lirectors and tre committee in Fiji, could be passed on to shareholders

without instizgating panic. AT public conpany is heavily dependent on

retaining the confidence of its ghareholders. Consequently, pleasant

galters are more 1ikely to be communicated than unpleasant ones, as are

achievements rather than errors OF information about difficulties encount -red 1

in the case of the Polynesia Company, the strength of the conviction that, ne
=y

aatter what, the public faitnh must be held, wos negatively related to the

agouracy of its downward communications.

Jocial Communication”, Psych. Heview, 1950,

1. Festingel Les " Informal

67, pe 2780
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as for the white men the sompany sllazadly ruined, they were, in
g

reality, few. patholorienl 7iotorian apsculators had they not invested in

the Company would have tnvested in something else; the «dvesturers gob
’ Ssae— ' ; an

adventure: and the depressed 1ittle men, the ox-mwiners, hatters ol Erow
o : "roons,

whose night the pdvent of the Polynesia Company had 11luminated, in

darkness, 1ight 12 often socen 28 ghadow: one should be sareful of the

ghape 1ight takes in derkness.

¥ijians, an the other hand, guffered far more extensively at the
Company' B hands; it was partly regponsible for sondemning thousands of
gorvation in British formalin.

these men Yo pinety-six yeers of pre

Fiji's Independence rowevar, Mmey give s posthumous justification to
the Poiyne;ia Company's contributions of publicity, promotion and & Dpassenge
- ' r

o the audacity of Turopean expansion, if Independence achieves

al ainms w-ich, in the pust, have seemed doomed to

service, b
those gocisl and nation

Darnotunl erustration.
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Primary sSources

(a)

e ad-Interim Government,
L] Gl R.)

Records of the Cakobau Government, th
and the ovisional Government. 1871-75

The Cakobau Government wes the firast successful attempt at responsible
constitutional governuent in Fiji, begun formally & June 1871, with‘
Cakobat, Chief of Eau, as constitutional head. T™e records contsin
all the sorrespondencs, inwerds and outwards, of the Government in‘
¥1ji before pritish arnexation in October 1874, and the correspondence
of the ad-Interim and Frovisional Governments, prior to the establish-
ment and consolidstion of anlonisl Government. Altogether, the
material fills approxinatoly aighty-five reels of microfilm.

ndence has been prefaced by a description and

tach set of correspo
rovided by the srchivist, Central Archives,

jndex to the sot,p

Suva, but as yet, no index is aveilable outside those contained

on the film. The Mitchell Library begen to index the records

in 1968 and completed the first twenty-one reels of film, but
Limitations of time prevented

the task hes not boen sontinued.
a thorough gearch of the material, but the following items were of

particulur values

set 6 (Fiu4/2133) - Lezislative Assembly votes and proceedings,
24 Yey 1872 - 12 June 1873.

Legislative Assembly - Working papers of the

set 8 (Fu4/2133) -
glerk of the House, 1871-2.

30t 10 ¥4/ 2134~ Chief Secretary to Colonial iscretary. Inwards
Fi4 2143) Correspondence, general. 31 May 1871 - 31 August

1875.

tg Office and naval and consular

et 11 (F4/2143)- chief Secretary
correspondence, inwards, 1 February 1872- 29

geptember, 1874.
3et 17 (Fuq/z145- Chief secretary's Office. Correspondence
pgﬁ/gl‘ﬁ) received from the Attorney General, April -
December 1873.

set 31 (FMA/Zl&?- yinistry of Fotoign Arfu?ra. Ministry of Lands
Fu&/2151) and VWorks and Naval and Yilitary Affairs.
Inwerds correspondence. June 1871 - December

1873,



net 36 (Fu¢/21$5) - (1) Copies and orizinsls of correspondence
between the ianazer af the Folynesis

Company and offisials of the Cakobau
Govarnment releting to s dispute over
the question whether or not the Company
has rendered sn obligation to supply
the Government with a stonmnhip.'

13 September 1872 - 25 October 1872.

(ii) Copies of correspondence exchanged
between the Fremier Woods snd Messrs.
Martin, Croaker and Amess re issue of
a Drown srant for certain lands in
¥1ji bought by them from the Polynesia
Company. 23 August 1872 - 30 Gotober

1872.

(111) Ivwards jetters and telegrams of the
Premier G. A. Woods received during
his visit to sustralia, relating to the
purchese of a steamship for the
Government, the Polynesia Company, the
esteblishment of a bank in Fiji.
september 1872 - November 1872.

and Txecutive council 3itting for the rehearing

(b) Land Claims Commission
875~1887, papers relating to olaims. (L.C.C.)

(o)

of Cleims to land, 1
in two gections, the reports on olaims and the

The ecords are 1

petitions for appeal. Some of the papers relating to original
slaims heceme the subject of gubsequent appeals. These are not
in thelir original numericsl order, but are filed under Appeals.
L.CeCoR = 18 8 reference® to original roports. L.C.Ceh = 15 &
reference to ‘ppoalg. For the purposes of this study, the most
valuable reports were n420 -~ R 6561 concerning the cleims of Polynesia
Company settlers at Suva, and the reports of claims on the Rakirski
coast, eqa and Natewa Bay, which are ‘°‘tt°r?d through the records.
R44 is the most jucrative report relating to Folynesis Company Tands
since it inoludes soveral maps of Compeny settlements, and other maps
showing slterations asde by the Company to sllotments.

daterial in yictorian gtate Archives
(1) gelected correspondence, Governor's Records, Bundle 11, o 1.
This conteins the correspondence of Thurston, Lawbert, Brewer

pd Evans, Msnners~3utton and others, relating to the activities
of the Polynesis Company in 1868,




2.

(11)

(141)

(iv)
(v)

101,

Chief secretary's Office, Invwards Corres

uies 8 2 d e pondence, &
,ouncilt@ncorda. his contains aboul 13 fileseref::§?tiva
to the Folynesia Company srd 1ts involvement in uﬁnex éf
projsats. sustralian gettlers in F1ji, and relateé m.:,r§21

7itles Office, Company weristretion Branch.

The Polynssia Company, contsins Yemor<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>