Tomlinson when he wrote his two letters to me was either
the permanent head of the Colonial 0ffice or else the head
of the Pacific and Mediterranean Division.

He was a true friend and was presumably mainly responsible
for my being sent back to the Pacific., My letter to him is
already in your archives.
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Semder + Addorn
T e e ente 670 WD W WL I

WTLL YOU FLRASE LEY WE KNOW 1P TNIS PAINT IS Sgymimr 3 aser
OFF A LONG LETTER LAST WHEK BUT MO DOUNT IT WILL AMVIVE WK TIZR AFTER
TV18. 1 BAD A LONO LETTEN YRON BARNY THIS %Esk, OTVING ALL DaTATLS OF
I8 EXFEMTENOES TH A NUARTCANE WITHOOY A PACFMLLER WHI0H CAME OFF WFlax
THRY KET THE FUSKTOANE. NN SAYS WB OSTS A TWENDOUS EICK CUT OF Tk
FACT THRAT BE I3 STILD ALIVE AS KOME OF 1MEF THOUGHY TFEY BAD A CHANCE
op ITAVIVAL. HB EAD FIVE HOUMS SLEMF TN TUNSE DAYS Mk SATI AND THL

Ty TAD THOREDIBLY, #IND SHATEXTRO AND BWEAYTING MOVABLE FUMITTSG Afcty
177 THE THIMENDOTS ROLLS, NE DORSN'T MENTTCN ANYOME REING EURT WHTCH
15 AMAZING. I SHAID BE SO TRANMVUL SREN HX 0T SAPKLY RAON NOME.
ALAATC HAS VAD SOME NASTY SPOTS AND COLD SOMEL AND ENLAAGED TCNSILS AND
AlFoST LOGY HIS VUICE BUY HAD ¥O TENPAMATURE AND I3 NCA BRTTAR &MD 1
JOPE TUE TONSILS WTLL RETUNN TO NORMAL. EE BAS SUIDWNLY TALDE &

TASESDOUS PANCT 70 A "SCOTTY® DOO THAT HE NAS MAD SINCE HE WAS & KONTHS

e S TR

CLD ARD IT GONS SVBSYWMESED WITH WIM. BIS ORIEF AMPTTION Hes 18 T0

5 A ZEAL ORE AND HE THLIS ME THEAE 18 A BNOP 1IN LONI

"AK i WOGORT. NE SAID THIS WOWET

VAT DID 2B TEIT £ WOULD CASOH 4B 8
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Sender's Addvens
urs H.E.Maude, cofo W.P.H.C. Buva, Piji. 20.2.44.

Harry is at last on his way home, having reached his destination
and left again, but I imagine it will be another 3 weeks or so before
he gots hore. Ag.ma'- two parcels arrived safely and he 13 vegy
delighted with them and loves to moke tho words, he can tell the time
a 1ittle too and we use the clock you sent some timo ago. We go th
the swimming baths twice a week now when the water is fresh and Alaric

thinks himself very grown-up; so far I have not been in but hope to

soon and teach him to swim, Have started a little hay fever, the wors
time of ‘ysar 1» coming now, but hope it won't be as bad as last year.

I have had A large family since last wrote, three extra children for

& wook and thelr mother, before and after an op. for a few days, I en)
od having them but foel a bit tired after it. We had a deluge one day

when I was tranaferring the family so it ®as a bit of a job and then
sJust as T had got dry was told the water was up to the floor of the
car and had to move to a safer place, now 1t 1a very dry again and I
do want rain for my garden so that it looks nice when Harry comes. I
have sinnias flowering and dianthus, but the latter keep rotting so 1
keep a box of cuttings ready to replace them and the border looks very
Jbright. It is emfully hot and I'm sure I could sleep all day but

Alarie i1s full of Snergy. Much love from Honor. anﬂ

L
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Nrs .E.Maude, 0/0 WePslaUs, Suva, Piji. 5/3/44

Dearest Lady Neude, I had @ cable from Harry & few days ago, from
the place where Niso Titcombe is, and ho should be here very soem, 1t
| +111 be s1x monthe tomorrow since he weat avay. My poor garden 1s
| awindling repidly with this hot weather and 1t just won't rain. I have
;Mwhmﬂm_lmuuuuumummm
mﬂmutuuu-wmmluumupm.x
‘g plewam!mmwﬂwwmt;Mml.

= wink I told you Alario 1s having lessens with his friend Peter Woricwan
pow Nanny has gone eway, hoping to get & passage to Bnglend, 80 kre V.
1 have taken over the teashing Detween uws. We take two days each and on
the other scheol day they go to the swimaing baths as the water 1a fresh.
1 hope Alarie will learn to swim but he 1s a bit tiald,be will let me =
hold his hands while he kicks his legs but lsa't so keen on using his
hands. n:nnmmﬂmmxwrmnnrtom
a plece of work, and 1s always last at mcala, o I don't know what will
| happen when ho goes to school. They are both sewlng those very nice
animal oards you sent me and love them. Alsrie is intulging in spots and
hldunnﬂ-lm.!ﬂ.'tﬂ!ﬂthhnlhr.mlo;ulm
: behaves as 1f he was quite well. I have put on welght at last and welph

T T
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WRITE THE MESSAGE V

Semder's Addrers:

ra. MoRamade, 0f0 WePilieGis Quva, FLils

I have just finlshsd & long letter, telling
one of the outer islanis, weo hed a lovely time,
,.ﬂ‘ “M-nhﬂmmﬁutﬂhwtwmt E

six woskes but T mi told aow that ho will not be back until Octaber, 80 =
1 gat that, as usual, ho has

24/u/4s
you of ocur trip to
though stremucus in

we shsll miss nal 7
to chango his plans to fit in with shipping snd is going smch farther

afield that he expected. The gun has arrived, slse the paint box,
both are very mush mmmﬂMo thenks you very much. The
sewing cands are lovely, thenk you,end the serap btook has been started |2
at once, Alaric Bopes to bring 1t baok to you full of pletures. E
This i3 another exporiment, typed through blue carbob paper, will you
1ot =e imow if 4% i3 clearer? Alaric was redused to one palr of”

sandals 55 we weve thrilled to day when children's shoes were opened u

in tomn and we got o very nloe padr of white Austrellan shoos.

The néwa 13 wonderful end we are all very exeited but juat longing to
to hear that the Gersans are being pushed out of the Qalals ch;.

Bnld Bevington and J
san wre coming in for & fortnight vory soon which

will be nios, I omn
3 put tnem up as Havr,
¥ 13 away. Any T
J newa ol

Jersay or Ouernsy yett They seem to have

i boen Ly-passed.
‘X:\J'"-:"'_’a "‘._.;- U+ i

This saire be s
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WRITE THE MESSAGE VERY PLAINLY BELOW THIS DOUBLE LINE,

Seader's Addren:

¥rs H.E.Meude, efo W.P.I.C., Suva, PLJ1. 24.0.44
Deerest Lady Wsude,

mm:-mtwrﬂmnnmm“.
B has Besn awey for two months now and I ex told he will not get

bore until lh-ﬂw-atmmrnuumltut; each woek I @m dis-
Sppointed so I am reckoning on Novesber or Decesber nowl I aa very
mumw&;mmahmm»m.xhnn
m:l.dhm&lrMmthdmtonmmornnu,hwaurru

luokler than & 1ot of people. Buid and Jeun owse dosn from Taveuni
ﬂmlu&ﬂhuhlhmmmwk. We are having a lot
of reln and I have spent & good deal 'of time in the gardentey woeding |
&nd planting, I'm afrald I give too much time to it but it ia an

emcollont recreation snl I do so love 1t. Aleric helps sometlmes and
starting & garden of Lis om. Je is getting on woll with reeding
ent 1s 2ore anxious to resd thtngs hisself. Nerry was asey for a
lecture he was supposed to give on Pitsairn so I was persusded to give
‘mi'“‘m.mm‘:hunm-mﬂm.:-uun
Bervous but everyone seemed to enjoy it. Many thanks for Jenissa, T
like it very muh. Alarie loves his booka though he shivers when Tom
Eitten 18 mads into the relly poly puddingl Syv!l 1s In Devon with the
ciiliren, Bope you are w1l well and sefe. mueh love from HHewaf.

This space should mot be wsed.
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Sender's Addrews:

Mrs H.E.Maude, efo W.P,H.C,, Suva, Fiji. Qul0.d4,
Dearas? Lody Meude, Marry returned o tew dayy sgo atter being ewey tor
over tuo months, he locks very well and certalaly bod o wonderful trip
though 1+ must have been predty tough. He seems to have viaited o
Great nuaber of lslends, Including Tabiti, and bos en eves wider knowledge
of the Pacitic then he had before.  For three dovs we mere told he might :
arrive each doy but on the fourth dey they sald he would nef, | =es get- |
Viag rether Mired of preparing coch day far his reception so did nothing
ond ot 11.30 was told he would be In &t 1,152 A week apo Aleric end | S
bad o lovely day on Ihe logoon visiting severs! 1ittle talets, | thaught |2
I had ﬁupcd- tuibura but have now o horrible sore oo @y lip, Aleric
got o BIY burat bethiag but 1} did nel worry hims He wants me to Phank
vou for the Favourite Book, we have tried all sorts of things out of I1t,
Including the shadew flgures. Wa are hoving an asful lot of raln end n
bave had o smoll electric heater on all doy to=day shich keeps lhe roem

dry but not hot o0 the windows are open, I} makes a lot of diftepence

1o Phis homidity,  1F wos eheering to hear on the news Phis maraing Phat (&

plons ore being mede for Ihe Chonnel Islands Alr Service, | do hope the

Islends are freed soon, thare cannol be much food thera.

Moch love frem us ol M

ra This space shoald net be wsed.
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Eastern Pacitic.

19+h October. 1240.

@ N
‘3_ | Pitcairn lsland
1

Since .| last wrote Mr. Fuller, the Post Otfice man from
Fiji, has arrived; he has a couple of rooms in the house below us
but has his meals with us. He is very niice and it was very ftunny
to sce his bewilderment when he first heard of the various odd thing
these people do. We none of us can understand their mentality aft all
they are outwardly very religious, always having prayer meetings efc.
yet their morals, from a Christian or even the ordinary "men in the
street's" outlook, are appalling. Hal$ the island seem to be

illegitimate or to have illigitimate children and | ‘have heard of

"several women with three or ftour children and a different father for

ecach one! They are revengeful, spitetul, jealous and scandalmongers
yet to meet individually quite delightful and very kind. However 7
|'m still getting shocks when | am disillusioned about someone that

| thought abdve suspicion. One middle aged woman. a pillar of the
church | have just been told cut off another woman's hair when she

was asleep, just tor spite.

The island is beautitul and & paradise tor anyone tond of
walking and climbing, we have had some hair-raising climbs and are now
getting qu}fe good heads tor heights. We have been one very nasty
climb which | wouldn't do again for apything, we had a couple of
islanders with us and were roped over a few places tor extra satety:

we also had with us two island women,! at least one is an American

I
|
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married to the present Magistrate, and two dogs who gave us fits by
getting round our legs. None of us have been down "Rope" yet, all
the books say it is the most awtul place but the islanders say that

it is easier fthan the climb | have just mentioned. I don't know.

the islanders have no tear of heights, all they worry about is the
surtace on which their feet must grip and | rather think that going
down rope there is a fremendous drop and just a narrow but firm path
cut out of the face ot the cliff, however we shall go and have a look
at it | expects, Harry ot course is just loving it and has climbed
over most of the island | think. To-day he and | went for a climb
which was quite s}eep in parts but not really dangerous, we wouldn't
have bbken sq}iéuslu hurt it we had tallen anywhere but it was qukte
exciting. Iiais amusing fo tind that places that we thought awfu!
when we tirst arrived seem quite ordinary now. Did I tell you that
we went rigH? rgund the island by boat? The day that Mr. Fuller
arrived, when the boats were all in the water, the islanders suddenly
decided that it was a good day to take us round. Mre Fuller wasn't
teeling at all well so we went without him and | wished | had stayed
behind too when we had been out about 15 anufes.: I've no nerve

lett where boats are concerned and there were three boats going round,
two kept very close together and horribly close to the shore and the
breakers dashing up on the rocks, then we rounded a point and got into
rather rough sea, we put up the sail and wallowed alongland a number
ot us were dreadtully sick, | don'# believq'l have ever %z!f worse!

So | wasn't interested in the coagf line tolr some time and missed about
half the island | think, however they decidled to Iq?d on the other

side ot the island and | was able [to recovelr and enljoyed the rest of
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the trip.

One day we climbed down to the shore to copy some rock
carvings in a cave, it was quite a good climk but had only two nasty
little bifs but it was so cold down there that we had to light a fire
and then we were smoked out of the cave. I got about half the fig-
ures and we hope to go again to get the rest, the ¥tewouble here is that
whatever you do you have to have a whole tribe along with you and
waste so much time.

A ship is due here on the l4th, the last day of the old
issue ot stamps so this envelope may be quite valuable and the next
letters will have the new stamps on them and be first day covers.

Mre Fuller's wireless set is working well and we get all
the news but we can't help wondering how much we are not told and ‘
how you are all getting on. 't seems dreadtul to be sitting in this
lovely, peaceftul spot when so many people are sutfering, however ift
the war spreads any turther we shall probably get our share of
frighttulness later on,

Alaric has had another bout of tever, 36 hours again with
a8 high temperaturecand his little heart going like a sledge hammer
and so dreadfully fast, this time he had no other symp homs and we
think 1t wa§ a touch of the sun again; he had been playing in the
sun rather a lot thed day, so now we are beinglvery careful., He is
very entertaining end the other day was wafch[ﬁg-his puppy having
its bath when Kitty went to get him fo have his bath so he came in
saying "Alaric's going to have a bath, where's Alaric's tleas?” He
gets Into quijte é lot of m]séhief and| the othelr day ftirst ot all got

_ 1 .
hold of a large bottle ot Prickly heat lotion pnd spilt anout half of



it on the floor; later in the day I found him on a chair by the
dining table with my bottle of mayonnaise which | had just been using. .
he was holding it upsidedown and the contents were all on the floor.
Now | have tobd him that Alaric doesn't touch Mummy's bottles and 1t
seems to have sunk in for this morning he saw a precious bottle of

face oil by my bed add just looked at it longingly and repeated what

| had told him.
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Pitcairn lsland,
Eastern Pacitic.

22nd March. 1941,

])aaxaﬁfliaﬁhﬂ_ howde,

It is such a long time since | have attempted to write a letter
that | do not know where to begin. We have had no mail for at least
tour months, | can't remember when the last lot arrived, and have had
no opportunity of sending any except last month when we were supposed
to be going ourselves so had not written anyletters. When we all
got to the ship we found that they would not take us, although we had
been told to go by her, and in the end Fuller managed to get a pass-
age but nobody else. | "asked him to get in touch with Auntie Connie
so | hope you got news of us through her. We haven't the least idea
when we shall get away and all oﬁf boxes are waiting, as they have been
tor the past two months, down in the boafs'as vou have to be able to
get away trom here in half an hour after the ship is sighted! Ve
did it beautitully last time and i1t's amazing how few things one can
get along with but you can imagine how flat we felt when we came back.
However, not as tlat as the poor people whose houses are demo!lished
and everything ruIneer?, %vhblﬁ,

Before Fuller went we were getting short ot stores, no tea, no
sauces, no sugar, no meat and not much flour and when we heard that
we were to leave we tinished up a number of things. Fuller was
always going round saying things were "tough" so | don't know what he

would say nowl He was too tond of his tummy and | am very bhankful
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he got away. We were given flour, sugar, butter, rice and tea by

the ship but we have had to eke it out and have had no butter for

some f{ﬁe and mo other tat of course and as there is no way of making
it on the island. In fact we are practically living on the produce
of the island and not doing too badly though Kitty has let things

get her down and won't cat enough, pines for bacon and eggs which |
told her she would be jolly lucky to get anywhere now. Eggs we do
miss very much but | think the hens will soon be laying again and there
will be enough for Alaric at least. The islanders are very gendbdus
and we have as much corn, sweet potptoes, |ima beans, bananas, mangoes
at present, water meions and rock melons, arrowroot, pawpaws green
beans, lettuce and tomatoes as we can eat and the oranges will be

ripe soon. | use corn-meal in bread, to eke out the $lour. and it
makes the bread delicious, we have also learnt to make various biscuits
and crisp rolls with arrowroot, maniocs, coconut and flour and they
are all very good.We get fish once or twice a week unless the weather
is bad, and we have chicken abouyt once a week so we really haven't
anything to grumble about these terrible times if we do miss our
butter, or margerine, cheese and other things we are used to. |

made some tomato chutney atter we returned from our attempt at leaving
as there were heaps of small tomatoes, it was my tirst effort and was
very successful and has certainly added a llttle interest to our
vegetable cutries. | also made some melon jam which was very good,

| put in some pinzapple too but couldn't make much because of the
shortage ot sugar. The only objections to our present diet seem to

be that a number of fhin?sare indegestdble and we suffer a good deal
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tfrom uncomtortable tummies and it takes much more to make one feel

satistied, we seem to ecat enormously now though our appetites are
still small compared with the islanders.

The day we went out to the ship was a red letter day for Alaric
and every day | have to tell him the whole proceeding at least once
and sometimes three or four times! We were expecting the ship that
day so were up early, Alaric had had his breakfast anjrggne to the
village with Hilda but we were just finishing getting *hiniﬁreadv and
had had nothing to eat when the cry of "Sail-oh"™ .went up and we had
to tly. It was rather rough and the passage wasn't very nice though
it wasn't too frightening. Four boats went out and we want in the
lasy one, Alaric was very thrilled until we got near the breakers
and then he was a bit frightened and wanted to go home, however once
we got outside Harry took him as | was dreadfully seasick and he
enjoyed his tripe. The ship seemed to be a long way out and it must
have taken us nearly an hour to row out to her, my legs were so weak
when we did get there that | could hardly get up the rope ladder.
luckily it was a short onel We got the shock of our lives when we w
were told we could not go on her and the thought of that horrible
trip back agaein wasn't nice. However we stayed on the ship long
enough for me to havé some biscuits and a sip of brandy and | felt
very much better. Kitty however was sick on the ship too and a few
other women were feeling bad. Returning home was quite good, we
saildd back ,and | at any rate wasn't sick, but the passage was
a good deal worse than when we went out as the tide had turned.

Alaric was in another boat with Robert and they got in first, they



waited on the edge of the breakers for ages and | waswatching them with
my heart in my mouth, however they went in beautifully and we dashed in
aotbhel

atter them, got caught a bit by a wave and went in antd#k too fasit and
hit the othe boat at the landing but didn't do much damage. Alaric
was looking a bit scared but soon recovered and, as | said before, can
talk of nothing else but going out in the boats. The next boat
was caught by a huge breaker and the steersman was wshed info the
boat but got back to the tiller and came in well and the last boat
made a pertect passage. The swamped boat forfunafe|y.didn'f have
many things in it that mattered, mostly Harry's stones | think and
our old picnic basket was there with all our bandages, lint ete in it
and | had to wash the whole lote.

Alaric is very well, he has recently discovered a very nice
little girl who lives near by and he spends most of his time up at
her house or bringing her and her little brother here. When | was
packing he found some small bricks | was keeping for him with all the
letters of the alphabet on them snd persvaded me to let him play with
them and now he can pick out any letter as long as you give the name
ot the person attached to it, A for Alaric, K for Kitty etc. he
picks us all out and puts us in his boat and 1Is very funny with his
chatter about where each is to sit. | was rather horritied when |
fo und how many letters he was learning but he did it all in play
so | suppose It is all right. | am always atraid that Harry will
try to push him ahead before he is ready but | don't think | need be,
the child picks things up so quickly and remembers them too. So

tar he doesn't seem to have picked up much bad talk, ¢hough he talks
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a good deal of Pitcairn, but the other day | heard him call Robert
and when he answered said "you're tilthy". | gave him @& good talk-
ing to and told him | would smack him if he said it again but |
rather thought | hadn't made much impression, however, a few days
later Harry, tinding him in a muddy condition said, "you are a filhhy
little boy, aren't you?" and was told off by Master Alaric, auoting
me as the authority.
17.4.41

Here we are on our way to Panama on an American ship, then we
have to ftind our way back to New Zealand where | really think Alarie,
and possibly | should stay, this is no time for touring the Pacific.
There is so much | should like to tell you but | am afraid of having
it all censored so | expect the less | say the better. We hone to
get mail Qhen we get back to N.Z., we have asked them to hold it there,
and in the me&ntime will try to get in touch with you by radio from
Balboa but we have very little money and wonder it we can get any
dollars! We have had a wonderful trip but Kitty has been terribly
seasick, | think it must just have been the last straw,as she wasn't
well at Pitcairn,because nobody could have been so sick for ten davs
with practically no sea at all., We had very bad luck getting away
from Pitcairn, we left the shore at 4 a.m. and the silly asses put
practically everything valuable jnto the boat with the inexperienced
man who got swamped when we went out be{or; and of course he made a
hash again and then evidently the people in that boat didn't bother to
ball or to move any of our boxes and there they lay in salt water for

at least two hours while we waited for the ship to come up can you
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imagine such wanton carceclessness? My sewing machine, which | have
taken all over the world, was wet but mostly at the bottom and | think
| have cleaned and oiled it sufficiently to save it from ruin but it
will have to be overhauvled. The typewriter, which | am using,was
badly wef but may be all right with a few new parts, it is.sficking
rather badlye. Qur beautiful little camera looks more or less ruined.
Harry's beautiful leather suitcase, that we bought for a fabulous sum
in Guernsey, is ruined, the whole thing was just soaked. and everything
in it of course. All his dress collars are a beauvtiful red from the
lining of the collar-box, otherwise | think the clothes are all right.
The cabin trunk of linen was soaked to half-way up, fortunately | had
put sheets efc at the bottom and blankets at the top. My wardrobe
suitcase was drenched and all.my best clothes which | had had packed
for two monthse. My dear old workbox, the cretonne covered one bedy
Maude gave me, had just come to pieces, an almost new and very nice
white dress is all stained and another good dress is spoilt. | 'm
prefty certain that the box with the Primus and my kerosene iron in it
got wet, tor the second time, so they'll be ruined. Kitty was more
fortunate, one small suitcase of curios, which also got wet the first
time, was wet and | think her box of linen got a bit wet but nothing
elsee You can Imagine what a time | had the ilr§+ week washing and

ironing, linen, all my clothes, all Harry's linen suvits etc. and packing
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and unpacking, cleéning and oiling and Kitty completely prostrate.
Harry kept Alaric most of the time and the Captain and Chief Steward
were very helpful putting up lines for me and producing pegs and
oil and tools generally. | always knew the Pitcairn Islanders were
very careless with their things but | really didn't think anyone on
this earth would solemly sit in a boat, not even rowing,with the
luggage awash at their feet, it was lucky for them we didn't know
abput it till they had gone. It was a pity too because we had got
quite fond of them and for many reasons regretted leaving Pitcainn
and it made us feel that they had treated us rather shabbily, first to
put all the valuable things into Warren's boat and secondly to just
leave them lying in a foot or so of water for hours.

We had a lovely day to leave, fairly calm but evidently the
tide was coming in as the breakers were big, but only Warren's boat
got swamped, we got out well although it was almost dark but the boats
rocked a good deal and we had to wait so long that Kitty was very
sick, | only a little and poor Alaric was sick once, he didn't even
cry, he really is good, and atter eating a biscuit was quiic all
righte.

One man was very ill while we were at Pitcairn, one of a family
who looked after us very well, always sending us vegetables and fruit,
When he had been 1ll a week they asked us to help and we had an awful
time with him, every day the sympdboms changed and we didn't know what
was the matter and the poor man was in dreadfu! pain. We think he
really had a partial stoppage of the bowels as 3 mass of stuit eventuae

ally came away and he had no more pain but then his pulse and temper-
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ature were so low for days that we were afraid he was just slipning
away. However by feeding him with nourishing licuids very frecuvently
he eventually recovered, to his own and most other peonle's surprise
| think! When we had been treating him for a few days he seemed
to be improving and then one night was terribly bad, we suspected
he had eaten something forbidden by us but didn't get them to admit
it for some days‘and he had of course,and also walked about the house
so everyone said it was his own fault, which wasn't very comforting
tor him, but at least made us feel we wouldn't be blamed it he died.
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We had just a month i1n Suva walting for the ship which wes to teke us
to Tonga. There we were able to buy most of the things we were
lacking owing to leaving all our luggage at Penama. We had two days
in Apile with my couslin Joan and we climbed up to Robert Louls Stevenson:
grave before breakfest one morning; it is quite a stiff climb, 1t took
us &n hour to zo up, but it is a lovely spot. We did a little driving
which I found rather halrralsing as the Samoans are all over the roed
and woh't move; our driver told us that a boy of twelvé had been
¥1lled thet morning when another boy deliberately pushed him inte a
car, We visitea Vavau, esnother of the Tongan group, which has a
beautiful harbour winding in and out of lovely islands..

We arrived in Nukualofe on a vepy wet day ' and found the
people we are relieving suffering from 'flu, Mrs Armstrong should
obviously have been in bed but she had to tell me about everything
end the poor thing hed no voice at all by the end of the day. The
Armstrongs have left everything for us so we just had to walk into the
house and unpeck our clothes, I have never had such & marvellous time.
The house 1s large and nicely furnished and had a lovely gerden, there
is a wireless set, refrigerator, motor car and well tr alned servants
and I rather feel that I shall wake up one morning and find it is all
a8 dreeam. urs Armstrong even left her own linen and silver for us as
we were not sure whether our own would be sent from Auckland where we
stored it when we went to Pitealrn. Actually Auntie had it sent up
on the ship we travelled on but they appear to have carried it back
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to New Zealand as it cennot be found an&wﬁere here.

Harry hgd to pay an official call on the Queen, all dressed
up in his uniform and looking very grand, he was very nervous but
found Her Msjesty quite easy to talk to. I also had to call and went -

to the palace with the senlor lady in the Tongen Government service M

1

who in?rodubed me; Wwe had tea and talked to the Queen for sbout half
an hour. She is & very tall woman, 6t 7 in I beli@we but she looks
most regah, especlally when dressed in her robes as she was the other
day for the opening of Parliasment. We had to go and await her earrivel
in the Council Chamber end 1t was all most impressive. Wherever
Herry goes they play God Save the King and as there are shows nearly
Ievery night, for the War Fund, We have hed it a good many times already
I spent one evening sitting beside the Queen at a Pency Dress dence
for the children, I think Her lMajesty got the thing up, snyhow she
asked me to give away the prizes, which I did, wondering ell the time
if I was turning my back to her which you are not allowed to do.

The dresses were slmply marvellous, very original ideed and sll carriec
out so well with local materiﬁls such as taps, coir, leaves, shells,
gseeds and hiblscus bark. There have been several concerts which are
great fun and the Tongan dencling 1s about the best I have seen anywhere
in the islands. There have also been dances to which everyone goes,
Harry doesn't dance of course but we go for a little while and I dance
a few times and we come home. The first time we want they insisted on
us opening the dance with e grand march which petrified poor Harry,
however it was quite casy and the or ganiser went ghead telling us
what to do next. THey love barn dances, polkas, gld fashloned waltzes

the Palais glide ang put any amount of vim into every dance but they
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dance very well. You would have laughed to see me dancing with the
Queen's A.D.C., her step-brother, and also with the second in command
of the Tongan Defence Force, .the latter a very good dancer..

Yest—e-rday we were suddenly hauled off to the celebrations
at the Hission School, 1t was.thebw'75th anniversary and we went to
a feast and then watched some dancing. We all sat on mats and eat
with our fingers, we had an excellent turkey which I think our
hostess had cooked herself, but there was also whole roast pig, I
hate to see the poor little things cocked whole! I never saw s0O
much food in my life, the Tongans pile 1t ell up on coconut leaf
nats end and then ealb in relays.

The Tongens seem to be a very superior race, they are very
good looking, falr skissned, compared with other polynesians, very
proud and very loyal. Thelr Wer Effort beats any one elses into a
cocked hat , I'm sure they can't have any money left for themselves.

We have always liked our Gilbertese better than any other natives

we have seen but we do like the Tongans.
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No. 1
c/0 WePHsCs

Suva,
Fiji Is.,
101444
Deases) ot Masde,
I an going to start partly typewritten letters again

and perhaps I shall be.able to write more regularlyl Here I
am on Sunday evening, 1t 1s 8+15p.m. and I have only just fin-
ished putting Alaric to bed and clearing away the supper things
and somehow I am nearly always so tired by b_gfn. that letter
writing is an awful effoet. At the moment &f;ric is indulging
in his first crop of sores, horrid little pimples that become
quite large and full of pus when I put on hot boracic pads end
dealing with them takes quite & lot of time. He has also a
crop of cold sores, in his nose on on his upper lip but they are
nearly dried up. I doa't know whether any of them are due to
the fact that the two top teeth are very nearly through, I do
wish they would buck up and break through, Alari€ is usually so
free of vlemishes. We are having some wet weather which I at
any rate am enjoying, the poor garden needed 1t so badly and I
was really tired of the blazing sunshine, In the Gllberts,
where setually 1t is much drier usually, the glare wasn't nearly
so noticeable bDecause one always walked about under coconmut trees

whereas here it is llike any town, very little shade. Alaric



L e

?as played very happily all day with various Christuas tows and has developed
a sudébn;phsaion for all hls soft toys which he has had for years and played
with ver&Ilittle. Building briclks and blocks, with the eddition of plastecine
and a few odd pieces of meccano, ére mede into roads and bridges until one can
hardly walk through the house without fallinqu»ar something. Granny King's
beok about a 1ittle dog called uﬁnger s very popular, in fact I am sicl of
'reading i‘b, end The House at Pooh Corncr is much in use. Alaric is usually
dressed In a belt with shoulder strap; a plstol in the holster, a sword and
weveral whistles draped round him and:very often a pop gun and an ack ack gun
a8 well. THe caused much amusement at the hospital last time we visited there
the men wanted to know if I had brought an armed guard with e and proceeded to
give him yet more whistles. , He has a football, which I was_%ﬁbky enough to
get here“and-a fire engine and an ambulance which Harry and Auntie Connie sent,
- 80 he did prettj'well. * . David, of whom you have heard befcff, tried to
persuade Alaric that there was really no Father Christmas and told him that he

'nsvef‘hung up a stocking, however Alaric merely came 1n and told me how very
_ Hsilly David was and I heartily agreedd We went to the workmégs for their
1 Christmas tree which was a huge affair which reached the ceilihg and Alaric
was very thrilled and it really did make it seem like Christmas. I put him
- to bed there and stayed for dimner which was lovely and then I took him home



with me,

We had another hurricane warning and were even given the
final warning which means the hurricane is al::oat on onc but we
escaped it once agein,; thank goodness, 1t must have been Talrly
near though and we did-a bit of ‘battening down, I think the
suspense of walting for the thing to hit you is horrible though I
have £ no doubt the real thing is a good deal worsel

The nows of Harry 1s very disappointing 2gain, naturally
I cannot give you any detalls at present but he 1ls delayed agailn
and I do not expect him before March now, that will meke an absence
of 6 months. Did I mention befoz_-e_' that we have been together for
only two out of the lasf six Christmesses? - . |

I have Urs \mgli«ah ataying with me at present, her husband
has gone beck end she went down with dengue and had to have teeth
out and. lost her .ng,": all happening mnore or less at the same timel
It 1s company for me and better for her than mopling in her horrid
derk 1ittle flat. Vi had dengue very badly, was awfully sick and
lost nﬂm.pomjda» but is more or less all right again and at the
same time two other friends had 1t and I seemed to spend my time
visiting the sick. .

' T had & great £ing in town the other/dey in.a 1ittle
Chinese shop. I was ba;u.y in neod of bedspreads end wanted green
ones and I heppened to see amn&thing in the window that mlight have
been & table cloth or bedspread smd found to my delight that 11;

il ‘! . T . ; J |

Bai o B8



Al 1
was a bedspread, though small, and I found two thet matched at 16/-
each and they look awfully nice. Harry.looked .in N.Z. for me and
veported that there were only 5 guinea ones to be had, T was s0
thankful he had the sense not to get them as hils ldeas of prices
are usually not minel
My old cook has had bad neuritis and I was afrald I was

going to losefﬁim,'I gave q1m four and & half days holiday to

give him a chance to rest his leg end arm and on the fifth day it
poured so I did not expect him and Mrs English @ind I had done most
of the work and just finished breakfast when In he walked, soaked
of course after a 35 mile walk and no dry clothes to change into
ac T went through Harrys shirts and found one that had seen better
deys but T expect Harry will miss itd ~ Mehommed seems much better
and was very pleased to hear from Agnes( a Fljlian girl who comes

to wash) that T had had so much to do when he was away that I didn'
have time for meals and had them on the trolley. Actually I
rather enjoyed having the kitchen to myself and I got the safe clean
gnd the saucepans and got rid of any number of cockroach eggs in
odd cormers. To-day I gave hinm ﬁy recipe for a cheese souffle
and made it with him, he more or less skeptical, he always thinks
he can do everytdng better than I tan, and I was thrilled when 1t
turned out to be a superb one. He i1s a funny old thing but I

should miss him 1if he had to leave though he is very heavy handed
with the crockery. :
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c/o '.'.F.Pl.i-i .G‘..,_- 3
Suva,
Fij1 Rt
| -QQﬁﬂ huguat; 1944
Malaiv mwcte R e
It is some tiume since I wrobe as_Alaric_and_Ilhave
been away for thresc weeks. | Harry ibft‘us,§n another of-his'
trips, on the 26th July and expected to be away sik woeks;
now_i:am told he will not bhe back uﬁtil Oétober, I only'hOpé_'
it won't spiﬁ out 1like last time to six-monﬁha. I had & cable
from him a week ago, from Aitutaki, so i ﬁresu&e he-h&a finish
ed flying and 1s now at sea. No doubt T shall be able to tel
you where he has been when he has returned.
Alaric and I left here on tle 31lst in'a tiny ateamer
and had a rgther tedious journey to the 131and where tha _f
Bevingtons are stationed. We were two. and a half daya on the
ship but calied at several other placgs 6n route, we did not
have nice weather and Alaric was sick once 5edause he would
peraist “in getting up although he was obviously feeling illi
The island of Taveunl is lovely, mountalnous and fertile with
coconut plantations all round the shore and some way up the
nills. The first week we spent on the beach and secing a
little of the_island-and also did a few lessons. Then we

decided to sall over to & nearby island where the people of
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Qcean Tslend dcé suprosed Vo, ve goinﬁ to live. I forgot to
mcntion that | uaira, ous uilocrtese girl went with us to
.maveuni and &130 acconoaniel ug on our sailing trip. -We

were in a boat with an engine as well as a good sall and
there was & nlce llttle cabin,-with windows in front and
along aboutb Q:feet at ﬁhe sides andithe rest could be shut

in with a canvas blind. ~ Ve sailed along happily for an hour
and then we got away f{rom the shelter of the island and found
that 1t was notlsuch a nice day-as we had imagined! It was
in fact Hbfribl?-qhogpy and we succumbed to sea sickness oﬁe
after another. Thero_were the two Bavingtonaliith the two
gmall children; Jean &nd David, Alaric and myself and Teaira
and a'crew'of;thrée. Bevington and the .crew were,of course,
all right but thé rest of us, with the emception of David,
were soﬁeWhﬁt sorry for ourselves when we re#ohad our destin-
atlion after 3 hburs.' The manager of the isiand sugrested thi
we should stay with him for two nights, instead of returning
home the following day &s we had intended, and that we should
go riding the next day so that I could see sOmethiné of the
island. = T explained that I had been on a horse before but
made no pretence of being able to ride but they sald they
would glve me a gulet, sure footed beast so I &greed to go,
not having the least idea what the country was like or how

far we were going.



We set off, two’ uevingtons, myself and the man&ger, about Qa.m

- w

and rode for abuut 2% hours, mostly walxing the ‘horses but o
occasionally go1ng fuster and I found we were climbing up

to 900 feet 6n a tiny tracx, sometimes dry andAsometimea-VGry'
muddy, and with tree trunks and roots to get;overnand great -
steps to go up and downie I would never have:atfemptéd-ﬁt if:
I had known nnat the tracic was like, however I had no difiﬁcul
.ty In stayiq;on and more or less managing my mount, Lhough ny
nerve nearly falled me aeveral timesl The ride was lovely
. and we certainl; got a very good idea of where settlements
could be made. We had some morning tea at the end of the
ride over and tnen, after about an hour's rest startad back
home and arrived at Spelte; they tbld_me-I had,riddbn about
22 miles. I was, of course, vefy’tiréd and rather sore but
not as stiff as I expected. éhat riighg the wind blew with
considerable force, making all the blinds on the verandeh
rattle and mosqﬁitoos got 1ﬁto our room and I hardly alepﬁ a:'
wink, there were two striking clocks in the house, one througn
the wall at my head end the other somewhere beyond uy feét,
they struck about 10 minutes apart and T heard every hour of
the night twlee over.. We were to sail home early in. the |
morning and I was petriried the sea looked awful, and at
Ga.m they sald 1t was too bad but at Da.m« decided to make

a try. We went on board in fear and trepidation and pif-
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pared ror the worste To‘our-sﬁrp?isé.the motlon was not as
unnleasant as when we went over, tﬁough it waé.rougher; the
¢children. all hcrt to sleep, Jean woke up and was sick which
finished her mother, but ‘the rest of us didn't even fee‘ 1113
It was such a relisf to get homg, we were all'thrilled. b
soaked in_u hot bath which seemed td relieve the stiffness
and slept llke a log. We hed caught two large fish going
over but none returning;°which was & pity. = Both were csught
on Alaric®s line, péor 1&&bh§£arted the tr1§ holding on to.
his own line but he was not interested when the fish Dbit.,

(5 2 b~ Lo Suua)
Two days before we left Teveunl, when we were out at lunch,
we discoverea tnat Alaric hed a tempenature, we took him
home and put him to bed and the next day he st111 had &
temperature. That afternoon 1t went up to 102° s0 T asked the
doctor to have a look at him as I was afraid to take him on
the ship. He had a boil on his leg and -that, apparently, was
the ceuse of the fever. Fortuﬁately'he was normal next
morning so we went on board but there was.a tearing wind
and we had rather nasty ﬁaSsage. I was relieved that Dr and M
lirs Snodgrass, friends of ours, were travelling with us, he
was most kind and kept an eye on Alaric who, naturally, was
not at all well. We arrived in Suva at mid-day and weore
very glad to get home to a nice lunch and a hot bath. 'Alariec
heard that the Workmans had a children's party that afternoon,
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.it was }ﬁ-aid of* “he Flying pomb Fund, and of course he
wanted to go. ' I had hoped to keep him quietly at home but
the other hoya having”given the show away there was nbthing
for it bﬁt to go for @ short time anyhow. He hed rides in
an aeoplune which ran on a steel wire, rides on a pony and

verious other things end then I took him away, in altantrum@
which I fear he has inherited from his mother! He 1s usually
rgood tempered but suddenly gets into = paddy if things go
WIOng, s :

T am on the next Red Cross shop, in sbout 10 days
time, so I shall be busﬁ sewing etc., Tealra is a great help
as she is goéd at neédlework and likes to do things. She has
made quite a number of embroidered bibs, I get them ready and
she does the work.

e are_haviﬁg a very dry spell, it seems to rain
 interminably or shine 1nterminabiy 1t seems to me so that
gardening is not as easy as 1t might be. Especlally as we
have a water shortage and may not use & hose. However I
have & nice crop of carrots, which we are eating raw, soue
peas and kohlrabl and 1ots of parsley and mint and a funny
king of spinach which grows well.
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