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Preface

High amongst the most controversial figures in Australian Labor Party
history, and Australian political history in general, are Lang and
Whitlam. Lang was Premier of New South Wales from 1925 to 1927 and
again from 1930 to 1932. Whitlam was Prime Minister of Australia from
1972 to 1975, winning a second term in between in 1974, During these
times they dominated the Australian Labor Party and the political scene
in general. Both became embroiled in controversy during their terms in
office and both suffered the same political fate in the end, dismissal by
officials of the British Crown by recourse to the Australian
Constitution. Lang was dismissed by Governor Game in May 1932, while
Whitlam was dismissed by Governor-General Kerr in November 1975.
Their dismissals, some forty years apart, stand as high points of drama in

Australian political history.

this Thesis is a comparison of Lang and Whitlam concehtrating on the
background, rise in the Australian Labor Party, dominance of it, the
"radical" and/or more controversial actions during the periods of-ig:\::e::,\
and aspects of the dismissals, of both political figures. Therefore,
Chapter | deals with Jack Lang in regard to the above criteria, while
Chapter 2 deals with Gough Whitlam in the same way. Chapter 3 is a
comparison noting similarities and differences between Lang and

Whitlam on the above criteria by combining the findings of Chapter 1

and Chapter 2.
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