D

Tomlinson when he wrote his two letters to me was either
the permanent head of the Colonial 0ffice or else the head
of the Pacific and Mediterranean Division.

He was a true friend and was presumably mainly responsible
for my being sent back to the Pacific. My letter to him is
already in vour archives.
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drn. N.Easute, ofo s.rfr:c.. Suve, FiJ1.
WTLL YOU PLEASE LET ME KNOW [P THIS FUINT IS BETTIAT
CFF A LONOD LETTER LAST WiBX BUT WO DOUNT 1T WIIL AMIVE 30M8

—

oF Im

. F1ED CGHILLY AIa

it

OLD AND IT GOES EVERYWHEAE WITH HINM.

CAN ME BOUGRT. HE SAID THIS NORNING DE WAS O0ING FTSH
WMAT DID Mk TRIWS
COUNTING BOCK AND CAS AD 5OST OF IT.

Semder'n Adderes

I8. T HAD A LOMO LETTEN PHON NARGY THIS WEAK, OTVING ALL UeTATL

P18 EAPAATENCES TN A EUANTCANE WITHOUT A PAOPMLLEN WHICH CAME OFF DE¥ORE

UIN 4AS INCREDIBLE, WIND SERTENTNO AXD BVE{YTTRG MOVABELE FUATLTRD AAC

FUS3ESS A KEAL OFE AND NE TELLS KE TWENE I3 A BNOF IN LOWIKN WAL

N2 WOULD CATCE ME SAID *I HOFE A WHALa"L

I8N0 AND &

26.1.44

TIiEN Arres

TWEY EET THE NUAKICANE. WE SAYS NE OETS A THEE¥DOUS KICK CUT OF THe
PACT ThAT HE IS OTILL ALIVE AS NONE OF TOMEN THOUGHT TVEY HAD A CHANCE

WYIVAL. HER EAD FIVE HOUNS SLIXF TN THUEX DAYS H: SATS AND THE

WITY THY TREMENDOUS ROLLS, NE DOESE'Y MENTTOX ANYONE BEING RUKT WiTCH
T3 AMAZING. T SEALL BE S0 THANKFUL ®MEN NE CETS SAPELY PACY VOME.
ALARIC HAS EAD Z0ME FASTY SPOTS AND COLD SORED AND ENLAAGED TOHSILS AN
ALNO2T LOST ETS VUICE DUT HAD KO TEMNPERATUAE AND I3 NOs BATTAR &MD 1
PEOPE THE TONSTLS WILL RETUSH TO NOEMAL. HE BAS SULOSNLY TAL:M A
TISENDOTS PASCY TO A "SCOTTY" DOO THAT EE NAS HAD SINCE HME WAS € XONTH
HIS CRIEF AMEITICE NO® IS TC

¥

SETTER

NOT TWC GOOD.  WUCH LOVE TC ALL Hmﬁ"]‘m""’-

This space should not be ased.

1 gnT

S oF

XD

I SAID

uulm|m|n’ﬁi[ﬁiﬁiiﬂﬁiﬂl‘ﬁﬁﬂmmﬂ

O e e T T T T




The addren should

Alarie is full of energy. Much love from Honor. H'WR 3
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Sender's Addrens: =

¥rs W,.E.Maude, cofo W.P.H.C. Suva, P1)i. 20.2.44. =

Harry is at last on his way home, having reached his destination
and left again, but I imagine it will be another 3 weeks or so before

ho gets hore. Alaric's two parcels arrived safely and he 13 vy
delighted with them and loves to make the words, he can tell the time

8 1ittle too and we use the clock you sent some time sgo. We go th
the swimming baths twice a weoek now when the water is fresh and Alarie
thinks himself very grown-up; 8o far I have not been in but hope to

[T

soon and teach him to swim. EHave started a little hay fever, the wors
time of ‘year is coming now, but hope it won't be as bad as last year.

I have had A large family since last wrote, three extra chlldren for
a woek and their mother, before and after an op. for a few days, I enjo
ed having them but fool @ bit tired after it. We had a deluge one day

when I was transferring the family so 1t #as & bit of a job end then
,just as I hed got dry was told the water was up to the floor of the

T

car and had to move to a safer place, now it 1s very dry again and I
do want rain for my garden so that it looks nice when Harry comes. I
have sinnias flowering and dianthus, but the latter keep rotting so I
ketp & box of cuttings ready to replace them and the border looks very
Jbright. It 1s ewfully hot and I'm sure I cculd sleep all dey but

. e o R ¥ Ty
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Deareat Lady Nsude, I had a esbls from Harry s few days ago, from
the place where Hiss Titcombe 1s, and he should be here very soom, it
ﬂllhlu-ﬂhmu‘luhm-w- My poor garden 1s
@vindling repidly with this hot westher end 1¢ just won't rain. T bhave
floked mearly all the flowers mow 80 &8 to have some in the house shen
Harry returns but if he is much lomger there will be nothing to plek. I
pleked my precious sinnias to-night and hope thoy last a fow days.
:mxuummummumm-rumnurum
mmmﬂq.mhmnmuw.unll.
1 have taken over the tesshing betwsen us. We take two days eash and on (=
the other school dsy they go to the swimming baths as the water is fresh. =
1 hope Alaric will learn to swim dut he 1s a bit tiald,he will let =:e
hold his hands while he kisks his legs but lsa't s0 keen on using hia
hands. He is an ewful dresmer and takes far longer than Peter to do
s plece of work, and 1s always last at mcals, so I don't inow what will
happen whes he goes to sshool. They are both sewing those very nlce
aninal cards you sent me and love them. Alario is iIntulging ln-poum:
m-ununm.lhul-mum-tm,n:om E!
behaves as if he was quite well. :mmwumnzmzmmn
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e o T tnons shaukd and be sasd f

- Semders Adderzy

Rra. H.2.20uds, o/0 W.P.D.0., Suva, Piji. 24/6/44

T have just Tinisiad o long letter, telling you of our trip to
one of tho outer lalands. we had a lovely time, though stremicus in
parts. Nerry left us on the 26th July expecting to Do eway for about

six wesics but T & told now that he will not De back untll Cectober, so
that, a&s usual, he has

wo shall miss wnd Y. I gat
to ehange his plans to £it ia with shipping end is going much farther
afield that he expected. The gun baa arrived, alsc the palnt bex,
both are very much spprecisted and Alaric thanks you very much. The
sewing cards are lovely, thank you,and the serep book has been atarted
at once, Aleric hopes to bring it back to you full of pictures.
This 13 another experiment, typed through blue carboh paper, will you
lot me imow if it is clearer? Alaric was reduced to ome pair of’
sandsls 30 we were thrilled to day when children's shoes were opened
i{n town and we got a very nice palr of white Australlan ahoes. .
The newe is wonderful and we are all very exeited but Just longing to
to hear that the Gersans are being puabed out of the Calals area.
Bnid Bevington and Jean are coming in for a fortnight very scon shich
will be nlce, I can put them up as farry 1s away. Any news of

Jersey or Ouernsy yet? They seem to heve been Ly-passed.,
m-l.u:{d Lore Frows
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Sender's Addvens:

¥ra H.E.Meude, ofo W.P.!.C., Suve, FLji. 24.0.44

- Defrest Ledy desde,  —
thlnI-MthgrorMhamm,

mmmwrummmmmzummmuung-t

here mulmﬂddloatwtm:nth.mlhng oach woek I @a dise
&ppointed so I = reckoning on Novesber or Decosber now! I aa very
tired of this uncertalnty and also of being alono so much, T feel It
mumuutmmmemmorum-.ho.mrxu
lucklor than a lot of people. Bnid and Jeun owme down from Taveuni :
and spent & week Wilh us tut have now gone back. We are having & lot
uuknm:un-mumnn’aru-:nmmm-mm :
and planting, 1'm afrald I give too much time to it but 1t 1a en

emtellont recreation eni I do 80 love it. Alaric helps sometlues snd
starting a garden of Lis own. Ho is getting on well with reading no
end 1s 2ore anxlous to read things himself. Harry vas avey for a
leoture he was supposed to give on Fitealrn so I was persuaded to give =
lmlﬂ“'m“.-min':hunm-mnwm.x-um-,
nervous Lut Veryome seomed to enjoy it. Many thanks for Jenlssa, I
like it very mmeh. Alarlc loves his booka though he shivers when Toa
Eitten is mads into the rolly poly puddingl Syutl is in Devon with thefS
children, hope you are all well and safe. fuch love fran  HoweR.
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Sender's Addrens:

Mre M. E.Mavde, cfo W.P.H.C., Suve, FijI. Ve l0add,
Dearest Lody Mavde, Harry returned & tew days ops stter Being ewey tor

over teo months, be locks very well and certalaly hod o wondertul trip
though It must have been pretiy tough. He seems to have visited o

ef the Paciilc than he bod before. For Phree deys we evere told he might

arrive cach dey bt on the fourth dey they said he would o, | ses get-

Hag reather tired of preparing eoch day for his reception vo did nething

end ot 11,30 was told he would be In ot 1,152 A week ago Alaric and |

had o lovely day on the lageon visiting several littie Tslets, 1 thought

| had cuwod syibura but have aom o horeible sore on ay lip, Alaric

got o bIF burat bathlag bot 1t did net worry him. e wants me to Phank

vou fer the Favourite Book, we bhave tried oll sorty of things out of 1,

Ingluding the chadew flgures. We are hoving an gsiyl tot of rain end ve |3

bave hod o smal) electric bealer on all doy to=day which keeps the roem

dry but sot hot ey the windews are open, I} makes o ot of diftepence

1 this humidity, |} won cheering to hear on the news thiy Ktos Sheh ::..

plons ore being made for the Channel ishands Alr Service, | 4o hope the

1slends are Vreed soos, there cannct be much food there,

wuch love from es all M
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Eastern Pacitic.

12th October. 1940.

AL _
3_ - Pitcairn lsland
&

Since | last wrote Mr. Fuller, the Post Oftice man from
Fiji, has arrived; he has a covple of rooms in the house below us
but has his meals with us. He is very niice and it was very funny
to see his bewilderment when he first heard ot the various odd thing
these people do. We none of us can understand their mentality at all
they are outwardly very religious, always having prayer meetings etc.
yet their morals, trom a Christian or even the ordinary "men in the
street!s" outlook, are appalling. Half the island seem to be

illegitimate or to have ifligitimate chitdren and | have heard of

" several women with three or four children and a ditterent tather for

each onel They are revengeful, spitetul, jealous and scandalmongers
yet to meet individually quite delightful and very kind. However
I'm still getting shocks when | am disillusioned about someone that

| thought abdve suspicion. One middle aged woman, @& pillar of the
church | have just been told cut off another woman's hair when she
was asleep, just for spite.

The island is beautiful and & paradise for anyone fond of
walking and climbing, we have had some hair-raising climbs and are nos
getting quite good heads for heights, We have been one very nasty
climb which | wouldn't do again for apything, we had a couple of
islanders with us and were roped overja few places for extra satety:

we also had with us two island women, at least one is an American
|

i
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married to the present Magistrate, and two dogs who gave us fits by
getting round our legs. | None of us have been down "Rope" vet, all
the books say it is the most awful place but the islanders say that

it is easier than the climb | have just mentioned. | don't know.

the islanders have no fear of heights, all they worry about is the
surface on which their +eéf must grip and | rather th ink that going
down rope there is a tremendous drop and just a narrow but firm path
cut out of the tace of the cliff, however we shall go and have a |ook
at it | expect. Harry ot course is just loving it and has climbed
over most of }he island | think. To-day he and | went for a climb
which was quite steep in parts but not really dangerous, we wouldn't
have bken sq}iéus|v hurt if we had fallen anywhere but it was qukte
exciting. It is amusing to find that places that we thought aswtful
when we first arrived seem quite ordinary now. Did | tell you that
we went right round the island by boat®g The day that Mr. Fuller
arrived, when the boats were all in the water, the islanders suddenly
decided that it was a good day to take us round. Mr. Fuller wasn't
teeling at all well so we went without him and | wished | had stayed
behind too when we had been out about 15 minuies.l I've no nerve

left where boats are concerned and there were three boats going round,
two kept very close together and horribly close to the shore and the
breakers dashing up on the rocks, then we rounded a point and got into
rather rough sea, we put up the sail and wallowed alongiland a number
ot us were dreadfully sick, | don't believe| | have ever felt worse!

So | wasn't interested in the coa§+ line folr some time and missed about
halt the Island | think, however they decid?d to IJnd on the other

side of the isl and and | was able |to recover and enjjoyed the rest ot



the trips

One day we climbed down to the shore fo copy some rock
carvings in a cave, it was quite a good climk but had only two nasty
little bits but it was so cold down there that we had to light a fire
and then we were smoked out of the cave. |l got about half the fig-
ures and we hope to go again to get the rest, the ¥twouble here is that
whatever you do you have to have & whole tribe along with you and
waste so much time.

A ship Is due here on the 14th, the last day of the old
issue ot stamps so this envelope may be quite valuable and the next
letters will have the new stamps on them and be first day covers.

Mre. Fuller's wireless set is working well and we get all
the news but wé can't help wondering how much we are not told and ‘
how you are all getting on. | 't seems dreadful to be sitting in this
lovely, peaceful spot when so many people are suftering, however it
the war spreads any further we shall probably get our share of
trightfulness later on.

Allaric has had another bout of tfever, 36 hours again with
a high temperatureand his little heart going like a sledge hammer
and so dreadfully fast, this time he had no other symptoms and we
think 1t was'a touch ot the sun again; he haalbeen playing in the
sun rather & lot thed day, so now we are beingivery careful. He 1is
very entertaining and the other day was wafchlﬁg his puppy having
its bath when Kitty went to éef him to have his lbath so he came in
saying "Alaric's going to have a bath, wherefsiAiqric‘s tleas?" He
gets Into quffe é lot of miscihief and| the ofhe} day ftirst ot all got

] |
hold of a large bottle of Prigkly heat lotion pnd spilt anout halt of
] \ |



it on the tloor; later in the day | tound him on a chalr by the

dining table with my bottle ot mayonnaise which | had just been using
he was holding It upsidedown and the contents were all on the floor
Now | have todd him that Alaric doesn't touch Mummy's bottles and it

seems to have sunk in for! this morning he saw a precious bottle of

tace oil by my bed add just looked at it longingly and repeated what
I had told him.
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Pitcairn Island,
Eastern Pacific.

22nd. March. 1941.

jDeaAEiJPAm@LJ-anmmhal

It is such a long time since | have attempted to write a letter
that | do not know where to begin. We have had no mail for at least
four months, | can't remember when the last lot arrived, and have had
no opportunity of sending any except last month when we were supposed
to be going ourselves so had not written anyletters. When we all
got to the ship we found that they would not take us, although we had
been told to go by her, and in the end Fuller managed fto get a pass=-
age but nobody else. | asked him to get In touch with Auntie Connie
so | hope you got news of us through her. We haven't the least idea
when we shall get away and all ouf boxes are waiting, as they have been
tor the past two months, down in the boafs,as you have to be able to
get away ftrom here in half an hour atter the ship is sighted! Ve
did it beautifully lest time and 1t's amazing how few things one can
get along with but you can imagine how flat we felt when we came back.
However, not as tlat as the poor people whose houses are demolished
and everything ruinede?,—ﬁkuLﬁ.

Before Fuller went we were getting short of stores, no tea, no
sauces, no sugar, no meat and not much flour and when we heard that
we were to leave we tinished up a number of things. Fuller was
always going round saying things were "tough" so | don't know what he

would say now! He was too {ond.o+ his tummy and | am very thanktul
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he got away. We were given flour, sugar, butter, rice and tea by

the ship but we have had to cke it out and have had no butter for

some fiﬁe and mo other ftat of course ead as there is no way of making
it on the island. In fact we are practically living on the produce
of the island and not doing too badly though Kitty has let things

get her down and won't eat enough, pines for bacon and eggs which |
told her she would be jolly lucky to get anywhere now. Eggs we do
miss very much but | think the hens will soon be laying again and there
will be enough for Alaric at least. The islanders are very genddus
and we have as much corn, sweet potptoes, lima beans, bananas, mangoes
at present, water melons and rock melons, arrowroot, pawpaws green
beans, lettuce and tomatoes as we can eat and the oranges will be

ripe soon, | use corn-mecal in breed, to eke out the $lour. and it
makes the bread delicious, we have also lecarnt to make various biscuits
end crisp rolls with arrowroot, manioca, coconut and flour and they
are all very good.We get fish once or twice a week unless the weather
is bad, and we have chicken about once a week so we really haven't
anything to grumble about these terrible times |4 we do miss our
butter, or margerine, cheese and other things we are used to. |

made some tomato chutney atter we returned from our attemnt at leaving
as there were heaps of small tomatoes, it was my tirst eftort and was
very successful and has certainly added a little interest to our
vegetable cutries. |l also made some melon jam which was very good,

| put in some pincapple too but couldn't make much because of the
shortage of sugar. The only objections to our present diet seem to

be that a number of fhin?sare indegestdble and we sufier a good deal



trom uncomfortable tummies and it takes much more to make one teel

satistied, we seem to ecat enormously now thoug§h our appetites are

still small compared with the islanders.

ihe day we went out to the ship was a red letter day for Alaric
and every day | have to tell him the whole proceeding at least once
and sometimes three or four times! We were expecting the ship that
day so were up early, Alaric had had his breakfast and,gone to the
village with Hilda but we were just finishing getting *hinisready and
had had nothing to eat when the cry of "Sail-oh" .went up and we had
to tly. It was rather rough and the passage wasn't very nice though
it wasn't too frightening. Four boats went out and we went in the
lasy one, Alaric was very thrilled uvntil we got near the breakers
and then he was a bit trightened and wanted to go home, however once
we got outside Harry took him as | was dreadfully seasick and he
enjoyed his tripe. The ship seemed to be a long way out and it must
have taken us nearly an hour to row out to her, my legs were so weak
when we did get there that | could hardly get up the rope ladder,
luckily it was a short onel! We got the shock of our lives when we w
were told we could not go on her and the thought of that horrible
trip back again wasn't nice. However we stayed on the ship long
enough for me to havé some biscuits and a sip of brandy and | felt
very much better. Kitty however was sick on the ship too and a few
other women were feeling bad. Returning home was quite good, we
saildd back ,and | at any rate wasn't sick, but the passage was
a good deal worse than when we went out as the tide had turned,

Alaric was in another boat with Robert and they got in first, they
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waited on the edge of the breakers for ages and | waswatching them witt
my heart in my mouth, however they went in beautifully and we dashed in
aothes

atter them, got caught a bit by a wave and went in aris too fast and
hit the othe boat at the landing but didn't do much damage. Alaric
was looking a bit scared but soon recovered and, as | said before, can
talk ot nothing else but going out in the boats. The next boat
was caught by a8 huge breaker and the stecersman was wahed into the
boat but got back to the tiller and came in well and the last boat
made 8 pertfect passage. The swamped boat for+unaieiy.didn'¥ have
many things in it that mattered, mostly Harry's stones | think and
our old picnic basket was there with all our bandages, lint etc in it
and | had to wash the whole lot.

Alaric is very well, he has recently discovered a very nice
little girl who lives near by and he spends most of his time up at
her house or bringing her and her little brother here. When | was
packing he tound some small bricks | was keeping for him with all the
letters ot the alphabet on them and persuvaded me to let him play with
them and now he can pick out any letter as long as you give the name
ot the person attached to it, A for Alaric, K for Kitty etc. he
picks us all out and puts us in his boat and is very funny with his
chatter about where ecach is to sit. | was rather horrified when |
fo und how many letters he was learning but he did i+ all in play
so | SuPpose 1 is &1 rlights | am always atraid that Harry will
try to push him ahead before he |s ready but | don't think | need be,
the child picks things up so quieckly and remembers them too. So

tar he doesn't seem to have picked up much bad talk, $hough he talks
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a good deal of Pitcairn, but the other day | heard him call Robert
and when he answered said "you're +ilthy". | gave him & good talk-
ing to and told him | would smack him if he said it again but |
rather thought | hadn't made much impression, however, a tfew days
later Harry, tinding him in a muddy condition said, "you are a filhhy
little boy, aren't you?" and was told off by Master Alaric, auoting
me as the authority.
17.4.41

Here we are on our way to Panama on an American ship, then we
have to tind our way back to New Zecaland where | really think Alaric,
and possibly | should stay, this is no time for touring the Pacific.
There is so much | should like to tell you but | am afraid of having
it all censored so | expect the less | say the better. We hone to
get mail Qhen we get back to N.Z., we have asked them to hold it there,
and in the me&nfime will try to get in touch with you by radio from
Balboa but we have very little money and wonder if we can get any
dollars! We have had a wonderful trip but Kitty has been terribly
seasick, | think it must just have been the last straw,as she wasn't
well at Pitcairn,because nobody could have been so sick for ten davs
with practically no sea at all, We had very bad luck getting away
trom Pitcairn, we left the shore at 4 a.m. and the silly asses put
practically everything valuable jnto the boat with the inexperienced
man who got swamped when we went out beior; and of course he made a
hash again and then evidently the people in that boat didn't bother to
bai | or to move any of our boxes and there they lay in salt water for

at least two hours while we waited for the ship to come up can vou
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imagine such wanton carelessness? My sewing machine, which | have
taken all over the world, was wet but mostly at the bottom and | think
| have cleaned and oiled it sufficlzn+lv to save it from ruin but it
will have to be overhauled. The typewriter, which | am using, was
badly wef but may be all right with a4 few new parts, it is.si'icking
rather badly. Qur beautitul little camera looks more or less ruined.
Harry's beasutitul leather suitcase, that we bought for a fabulous sum
in Guernsey, is ruined, the whole thing was just soaked. and everything
in If of course. All his dress collars are a beavtitul red from the
lining of the collar-box, otherwise | think the clothes are all right.
The cabin trunk of linen was soaked to half-way up, fortunately | had
put sheets efc at the bottom and blankets at the top. My wardrobe
suitcase was drenched and all my best clothes which | had had packed
for two months. My dear old workbox. the cretonne covered one ledy
Maude gave me, had just come to pieces, an almost new and very nice
white dress is all stained and another good dress is spoilt., I 'm
pretty certain that the box with the Primus and my kerosene iron in it
got wet, for the second time, so they'l!l be ruined. Kitty was more
fortunate, one small suitcase of curios, which also got wet the first
time, was wet and | think her box ot linen got a bit wet but nothing
else. You can Imagine what a time | had the tirst week was?Tng and

ironing, linen, all my clothes, all Harry's linen suits etc. and packing
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and unpacking, cleéning and oiling and Kitty completely prostrate.
Harry kept Alaric most of the time and the Captain and Chiet Steward
were very helpful putting up lines for me and producing pegs and
oil and tools generally. | always knew the Pitcairn Islanders were
very careless with their things but | really didn't think anyone on
this earth would solemly sit in & boat, not even rowing,with the
luggage awash at their feet, it was lucky for them we didn't know
abput it till they had gone. It was a pity too because we had got
quite fond of them and for many recasons regretted leaving Pitcainn
and it made us feel that they had treated us rather shabbily, first to
put all the valuable things into Warren's boat and secondly to just
leave them lying in a foot or so of water tor hours.

We had a lovely day to leaye, fairly calm but evidently the
tide was coming in as the breaskers were big, but only Warren's boat
got swamped, we got out well although it was almost dark but the boats
rocked a good deal and we had to wait so long that Kitty was very
sick, | only a little and poor Alaric was sick once, he didn't even
cry, he really is good, and after eating a biscuit was quite all
right.

One man was very ill while we were at Pitcairn, one of a ftamily
who looked atter us very well, slways sending us vegetables and fruit.
When he had been i1l a week they asked us to help and we had an awtul
time with him, every day the sympboms changed and we didn't know what
was the matter and the poor map was in dreadful pain. We think he
really had a partial stoppage of the bowels as a mass of stuff eventua

ally came away and he had no more pain but then his pulse and temner-
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ature were so low for days that we were afraid he was just slipning
awaye. However by feeding him with nourishing liauids very frecuently
he eventually recovered, to his own and most other people'’s surprise

| think! When we had been treating him for a tew days he seemed

to be improving and then one night was terribly bad, we suspected

he had eaten something forbidden by us but didn't get them to admit

it for some days‘and he had ot Course'and also walked about the house
so everyone said it was his own fault, which wasn't very comforting
tor him, but at least made us feel we wouldn't be blamed if he died.
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Tonga.

TILQGAAAJ'AJLAJJ'leaJAaba, : 8- 7-41.
We had just 2 month in Suva walting for the shlp which wes to teke us
to Tonga. There we were able to buy most of the things we were
lacking owing to leaving ell our luggage &t Penama. We had two days
in Aple with my cousin Joan and we climbed up to Robert Louils Stevensoh;
grave before breakfest one morning; it 1s quite a stiff climb, it took
us an hour to go up, but it is a lovely spot. We did a little driving
which I found rether hairreising as the Samoans are all over the road
and woh't move; our &river told us that a boy of twelve had been
killed that morning when another boy deliperately pushed him into a
car, We visited Vavau, another of the Tongan group, which has a
besutiful harbour winding in and out of lovely islends.

e arrived in NWukualofa on a verpy wet day ' &nd found the
people we are relieving suffering from 'flu, MNrs Armatrong should
obviously have been in bed but she hed to tell me egbout everything
end the poor thing had no voice at all by the end of the day. The
Armstrongs have left everything for us so we just had to walk into the
house and unpeck our clothes, I have never had such & marvellous time.
The house 1s large and nicely furnished and had a lovely garden, there
18 a wireless set, refrigerator, motor cer and well tr alned servants
and I rather feel that I sliall wake up one morning and find 1t 1s all
a dreem. Mrs Armstrong even left her own linen and silver for us as
we were not sure whether our own would be sent from Auckland where we

stored it when we went to Pitcalrn. Actually Auntie hed 1t sent up

on the ship we travelled on but they appear to have carried 1t back



2.

to llew Zealand as it cennot be found an&wﬁere here.

Harry h;d to pay an official call on the Jueen, 2ll dressed
up 1n his uniform and looking very grand, he was very nervous but
found Her Majesty quite easy to talk to. I also had to call and went .
to the palece with the senior lady in the Tongen Government service &
who in?rodubed me; Wwe had tea and talked to the Queen for sbout half
an hour. BShe is a very tall woman, 6ft 7 in I beli@we but she looks
most regah, especlally when dressed in her robes as she ‘was the other
day for the opening of Parliement. We had to go and await her arrival
in the Council Chember and it was all most Iimpressive. Wherever
Herry goes they play God Save the King and as there are shows nearly
every night, for the War Fund, We have hed it a good many times already
I spent one evening sitting beside the Queen at a FPancy Dress dance
for the children, I think Her Majesty got the thing|up, anyhow she
asked me to give away the prizes, which I did, wondering all the time
if T was turning my back to her which you are not allowed to do.

The dresses were sluply marvellous, very original ideed snd all carrie
out so well with local materials such as tapa, colr, leaves, shells,
seeds and hibiscus bark. There have been several concerts which are
great fun and the Tongan dancing i1s about the best I have seen anywhere
in the islands. There have also been dances to which everyone goes,
Harry doesn't dance of course but we go for a little while and I dance
a few times and we cgme home. The first time we want they insisted on
us opening the dance with a grand march which petrified poor Harry,
however 1t was quite easy and the or geniser went ghead telling us
what to do next. Tuey love barn dances, polkas, gld fashloned waltzes

the Palals glide and put any amount of vim into every dance but they
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dence very well. You would have laughed to see me dancing with the
ueen's A.D.C., her step-brother, and also with the second in command
of the Tongan Defence Force, ,the latter a very good dancer..

Yeste-rday we were suddenly heuled off to the celebrations
at the Mission School, 1t was therw 75th anniversary and we went to
a feast and then watched some dancing. We all sat on mats and eat
with our fingers, we had en excellent tu-rkey which I think our
hostess had cooked herself, but there was also whole roast pig, I
hete to see the poor little things cocked wholel I never saw SO
mach food in my life, the Tongans plle 1t all up on coconut leaf
nats and and then eat in relays.

The Tongens seem to be a very superior race, they are very
good looking, falr skissned, compared with other pelyneslans, very
proud and very loyal. Their War Effort beats any one elses into a
cocked hat , I'm sure they cen't have any money left for themselves.

We have always liked our Gilbertese better than any other natives
we have seen but we do like the Tongans.
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c/o W.P.H:Cs

suvea,
Fiji Is.,
10+1.44
Deases) Lo Masde,
I am goling to start partly typewritten letters again

and perhaps I shall‘be‘able to write more regularlyl Here 1

an on Sunday evening, it 1s 8.16p.m. and I have only just {in-
ished putting Alaric to bed and clearing away the supper things
and somehow I am nearly always so tired by a_ng. that letter
writing is an awful effopt. At the moment Alaric is indulging
in his first crop of sores, horrid little pimples that become
gquite large and full of pus when I put on hot boracic pads end
dealing with them takes quite & lot of tiuse. Ile has also a
crop of cold sores; in his nose on on his upper lip but they are
neariy dried upe. I doa't know whether any of them are due to
the fact that the two top teeth are very nesrly through, I do
wish they would buck up and bresk through, Alerl€ is usually so
free of blemishes. We are having some wet weather which I at
any rate am enjoying, the poor garden needed 1t so badly and T
was really tired of the blazing sunshine. In the Gilberts,
wherc actually it is much drier usuélly, the glare wasn't nearly
so noticeable because one always walked about under coconut trees

whereas here it is like any town, very little shade. Alaric



-
}Ijhas played wvery happily all day with various Christias tows and has developed
LR sud&en.passion for all hls soft toys which he has had for years and played
with verﬁ little. Building. bricks and blocks, with the addition of plastecine
and a few odd pleces of meccano, érelmaﬂc into roads and Lridges until one can
hardly walk through the house ﬁithout fallimquvur something. Grammy King!'s
bodk about a littie dog called Ginéer ié ﬁery popular, ih féct I am sicl of-
reading it, and The House at Pooh Corner is much in use. Alaric is usually
dressed in a belt with shoulder strap; a plstol in the holster, a sword and
several whiastles draped round him andévery often a pop gun and an ack ack gun
~ as well, He caused much amusement ag the hospitael last time we vislited there
the men wanted to know i1f I had brougﬁt an armed guard with me and proceeded to
glve him yet more whistles. . IHe has é football, wiiich I was_%ﬁcky enough to
- get hére and a fire engine and an ambulance which Harry and Aﬁptie Connie sent,
30 he did pretty well. ™ David, of whom you have heard bafofgg tried to
persuade Alaric that there was really no Father Christmas and;told him that he

nevef.hqng up a stocking, however Alaric merely came 1n and told me how very

silly David was and I heartily agreed} We went to the wOrkmg;s for their
Christmas tree which was h.huge affaif which reached the ceilihg and Alaric
was very thrilled and it really did make it seem like Christmas. I put him
to bed there and Stéyed for dimner which was lovely and then I took him home

Pap—



with me.

He had another hurricane warning and were even given the
final warning which means the hurricane is aluiost on onc but we
escaped it once agein, thank goodness, 1t must have been Talrly
near though and we did a bit of battening down, I think the
guspense of wailting for the thing to hit you 1s horrible though I
have £} no doubt the real thing is a good deal worsel

The news of Harry is very disappointing again, naturally
I cannot give you any details &t present but he 1s delayed agaln
end I do not expect him before March now, thet will maeke an absence
of & months. Did I mention before that we have been together for
only two out of the last six Christmesses?. _

I have Mrs‘ﬁngliah.stayiﬁg with me at present, her husband
has gone back and she went down with dengue and had to have teeth ;
out and-lost hsr-job,jall happening more or less at.the same timel
It is company for me and better for her than moping,in her horrlid
derk 11ttle flat. Vi had dengue very badly, was awfully sick and
lost seven.pounds bubt 1s more or less all right again and at the
same time two other friends hﬁd 1t and I seemed to spend my time
visiting the sick. .

I had a great rind in town the otheriday in a little
Chinese shop. 1 was badly in naod af bedspreads and wanted green
omes and I heppened to see aamsﬁhing in the window that might have

been 8 table cloth or bedspread and found to my delight that i1t 4%
e L LY . "F‘ " Ma e g~ 'j_' o



AT
was & bedspread, though small, and I found two that matched at 16/-
each and they look awfully nice. Harry looked in l«Z. for me and
Yeported that there were only 5 guinea ones to be had, I was so
thankfuli he had the sense not to get them as lils ldeas of prices
are usually not minel
My old cook has had bad neuritis end I was afrald I was

going to losefhim,‘l gave QIm four and & half days hollday to
give him a chence to rest his leg and arm and on the fifth day it
poured so I did not expect him and Mrs English #@nd I had done most
of the work and just finished breakfast when in he walked, soaked
of course after a 3% mile walk and no dry clothes to change 1nto_
so I went through Harrys shirts and found oxe thaet had geen better
days but I expect Harry will miss 1t} Mahommed seems much better
and was very pleased to hear from Agnes( a Fijliaen girl who comes
to wash) that I had had so much to do when he was away that I didn't
have time for meals and had them on the trolley. Actually I
rather enjoyed having the kitchen to myself and I got the safe clean
gnd the saucepans and got rid of any number of cockroach eggs in
odd cormers. To~day I gave him Qy recipe for a cheese souffle

and made 1t with him, he more or less skeptical, he always thinks
he can do everytMng better than I tan, and I was thrilled when 1t
turned out to be a superb onee. He 18 a funny old thing but I
should miss him I1f he had to leave though he 1s very heavy handed
with the crockery. e ek 7 AT
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c/o '(".f.P..H .GI. , :
Su?a,
. Fijl
.22hh August, 1944
:omeskalu% h]wae_ |
It 1s some tlume since L wrote as Alaric and I aave
becen away for thres wooks . zﬂarry left us,on another of his
trips, on the Qéth July and expected- to be away six weeks;
noq'i am ﬁold’he will not be back uﬁtil October, I only hope
1t %oﬁ't spiﬁ out like last time to six ‘monphs. I had a cable
from him a week ago, from Altutaki, so T presuﬁe he has finish
éd f1ying and 1s now at sea. No doubt T shall be able to tell
_you-where he has been when he haa returned.
| Alaric and I Ieft here on the 3lst in a tiny steamer
and had a rqther tedious Jjourney to’ the island where the
Bevtngtons are stationed. We were two and a half days on the
ship but called at several other places en route, we did neot
hadve nice weather end Alaric was sick once Because he would
pérsist;1n gett1ng up although he wés obviously feeling 1111
The 1sland of Taveunl is lovely, mountalnous and fertile with
coconut plﬁhtutiona all ' round the_shore and some way up the
hills. The first week we spent on the beach and seelng a
little of thb 1sland and ﬁlao did a few lessons. Then we

declded to'sail over to a neardy island where the people of



S9s
Ocean Islend are suppeosed vo, ve 5u¢ng Lo llve.:'I'forgot to
mention that Teaire, cur uilbertese girl, went with us to '
”aveani and- also acuanoaniei us on our sailing trip._ We
were in a boat with an engine as well as a good saii and
there was a nlce little cabin,;with windows in front andlr:"
along soout 2 feet at the sides and the rest could be shut
in with a canvas blind; " We Sailea‘alcng happily for.an:hbu%
and then we got away from the shelter of the 1sland and. found j
that it was not such a nice day as we had 1maginedl It uaai
in fact horribly qhoppf and we succumbed to s08 aicknqﬁs 6ﬁa
after another. There were the two Befingtonsiiiﬁh-the two
small children, Jean &nd David; Alaric and myself ond Teaira’
and & crew of three. Bevington and the crew.ware of coﬁrse,
all right but the rest of us, with the exception of David,
were somewhat sorry for ourselves when we reacljed our destin-
atlon after 3 hours. The manager of the island Euggeated”tha1
we should stay wlth him for two nlghts, Instead of retﬁfning
home the following day as we had intended, and that we should
go riding the next day so that I could see aomethiné of the
island. T explained that I _had been on & horsa'ﬁefore but
made no pretence of being able to ride out they sald they

would give me & qu,et, sure footed beast so I &greed to go,

not having the least idea what the country was like or how

far we were goling.
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ae” O ok,
We set off, two dcvingtons, nysolf and the manager, &about Qa.m
and rode forp uuuub zd hours, mostly wal&ing the horses but
0ﬂcasionallv p01ng faster and I found we were climbing up
to 900 fect. on a tiuy tracx, aometimcs dry and . sometimes very
muddy, and . wi Giy trem t“unks and roota to get over and great
steps to go up and down. T would never have attemptad 4t i
25 had known wnat Lhe ‘track was like, however I had no diffﬁcul
-;ty in stayingon.and more or less managing my mount, though my
norve’ nearly falled me several times!  The ride was lovely
" and we certainlj got a very good 1dea of where settlaments
~could be mada.{i-’e had soms morning tea at the end of the
ride over and then, after about an hour's rest,started back
home and arrived at_op.m,, they told me I had. ridden about
82 miles . Sl ﬁas, of éourse, vefy‘tiréd and rather sore but
.not as stif f as I expected. That nlght the wind blew with
censiderable force, making all the blinds on the verandeh
: ‘rattle and.mosquitoes got into our room and I hardly slept a
wink, there were two striming clocks in"the house, one through
the wall at ny head and the other somewhere beyond my fleet,
they struck about 10 minutes apart and I heard every hour of
the night twice over.. We were to sall home early in the
morning and I was petrified, the sea looked awful, and at
Oa.m they sald i1t was‘éoo bad but at Sa.m. decided to male
a try. We went on board in fear and trepidation and pif-
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pared ror the worsts To cur aﬁrp?isé‘tha motion was not as
unp1easant 4s when we went over, tﬁough it wééirougher; the
children all went to sleep, Jean woke up and was sick, whi@h
finished her_motherj_buf thé rest of'ua didnftieven'féel iill
It was such a relief to get home, we weré ailfﬁhrilled. ¥
Boaked 1n & hot Bath wHibl sbened: to velieve the sbirfhoss
and slept llke a log. We hed caught two large fish going
over but none'rsturniﬁg,"which was_a.gity.-- Both were daught
on Alarict®s line, péor 1ambh§férted the trlp holding on to'
his own line but he was not interested when the fiskh bit.

T U aettae Lo Suwn) -
Two days before we left Taveunl, when we were out at lunch,
we diacovered that Alaric had a tempenature, we took him
home and_put him to bed and the next day he still had a
temperature. That afternoon it went ﬁp to 102°so I asked the
doctor to have a look at him as I was afraid to take him on ¥
the ship. He had & boil on his leg and-that,'apparently, ;as
the cause of the fever. Fortunately he was normal next:
morning so we went on board but there was. & tearing wind
and we had réther nasty paasage. I was relieved that Dr end I
lirs 3nodgrass, friends of ours, were travelling with us, he
was most kind and kept an eye on Alaric who, naturally, was
not at all well. ‘We arrived in Suva at mid-day and wore
very glad to get home to a nice lunch and a hot bath. Alaric

heard that the Workmens had a children's party that afternoon,
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it_was 1n.ui¢ of* the Flying pomb Fund, and bf course he
wanted to go. ' I had hoped to keep him quietly at home but
the other Loys havingugiven the show away there was nbthing
for it but to go for @ short time anyhow. He hed rides in
an eeopluane which ren on a steel wire, rides on & pony and
various other things snd then-I_tdok him away, in a:tantrumg
which I fear he has_inherited from his mother! He 1s usually
- good tempered but suddenly gets into a paddy if things go
VITONgs |
I aw on the next Red Cross shop, in sbout 10 days
time, so I shall be busy sewing etc., Tealra is & great help
as she is godd at neadlework and likes to do things. She has
made quiﬁe & number of embroidered bibs, I get them ready and
she does the work.

We afe haviﬁg a very dfy spell, it seems to rain
interminably or shine interminably 1t seems to me so that
gardening is not_as easy as 1t mlght be. Especially as we
have a waté# shortagé-and may not use & hose. However I
have & nice céop of carrots, which we are eating raw, some
peas and kohlrabl and lots of parsley and mint and & fumny
king of spinach which grows well.
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