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J3]. CATERPILLAR MEpie; lifu KD

1. Position 1 on left hand,

2, Insert right hand inte loop from proximal side and draw
hands apart.

e Twist right hand once in radial direction.

4. With right hand grasp left palmar string from distal side

and pull it to right through right wrist loop.

T |
A~

NLSFE, Narieg—tifu

Jd.~BpeningA.
2. —Second-person—plaits strings,; beginring—with radial thumb

=strings,-

f"3.






a3 (

S‘y‘hov\.yh : hame e 55,

1.

2,

3.

40'

5,

B,

9,

Position 1 on left
Insert right hand,

grasp left palmar
Repeat 2.

Insert right thumb

proximal side and

ve A -Merie; Lifu
e " ﬂg.gwk?
45 LEMADRES)

Co"’n}mé‘ox ’}L,o‘v
hand.,
from proximal side, into hanging loop,

string, pull it to right and release it.

and little finger into loop from

draw Hands apart.

Insert right indeX, from proximal side, under left palmar

string and extend
Insert right thumb
return with ulnar
Insert left thumb,
loop and return w
Caroline Extension

Navaho thumbsréad

hands.

, from distal side, into index loop and
index string.

from proximal side, into left little finger
ith radial little finger string.

release little Flngerstwﬂﬂ- S$mea4& w%mﬁrm

w@LL&r camdl, Iu,qz potws swAuraeel $
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3o

4o

5,

6e

6. NO NAME GIUEN—

Opening A.

Rotate little fingers once in ulpar direction.

Insert thumbé%_?rom distal side into index loops and

hold down radial index strings.

Insert indices, from distal side, into little finger loops,
hook up radial little finger strings and ulnar index

strings, then with indices still pointing down bring S hiom

towards you distal to all remaining strings, hook back

. radial thumb strings and straighten indices but not thumbs;

pass thumbs proximal to ulpnar little finger strings and
return with these strings; release little fingers;
insert little fingers, from distal side, into ir-“ex loops
and transfer index loops to little fingers.
Release index loopse.

Caroline Extension with radial thumb strings.

éhcwmfv-



2.

3.
4.

7 AN OUTRIGGER CANOE

Opening A.

Ch

New Caledonia

Insert thumbs, from distal side, into index loops and

return with ulpar index strings.

Navaho thumbs.

Release little fingers and extend.

3 4

L
Compton 1919:210.

S,









Te

3

6. A ERIGATE BIRD

.o
(weTE) Ppwiay Lifu

(Frigate-—Bird)-

Opening A.

Pass thumbs distal to index loops, insert into little
finger loops from proximal side and return with radial
little finger strings.

Insert indices, from proximal side, into thumb loops,
pick up proximal ulnar thumb strings and release thumbs.

£ 2
Pass thumbs, from distal side, tpMough proximal index loops;

insert into little finger loops from proximal side, return
with radial little finger stringd and release little

fingers,
&
Insert little fingers, from distal side, into disgal index

loops, pick up distal radial index strings and release
distal index loops, transferring them to little fingers.
Repeat &2,

Caroline Extension.

@
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3e

Se

6o

Te

Be

I “VREE . LEAVES

o Or_‘lt‘. )
W ewlos (UD“EMR DEN / Uvea
(Lesves)
Opening A.

Release thumbs.
With mouth, from distal side, take hold of ulpar little

finger string; insert right index, from above, into
mouth loop and return to right with left mouth string;

pass left index to right below mouth loop and return to

left with right mouth stringy release string from mouth.
Pass thumbs proximal to index loops, insert into little

finger loops from proximal side and rsturn with radial
little finger stringse.

Insert thumbs, from proximal side, into distal index loops
and Navaho thumbs.

Release index fingers from distal loops and transfer thumb
loops to index fingers, keeping them distal.

Repeat 4 and 5.

Pass middle fingers distal to distal ulnmar index strings,
insert into proximal index loops from distal side and

pick up proximal radial index strings.
Release little fingers and turn palms away with fingers

spread oute.

5’E§ (45 SN
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12,

13.
14.

Release proximal radial thumb strings from index fingers,
then release radial little finger strings from thumbs.
Repeat 2 to 10.

O CAa

This represents birds' eggse.

Repeat 11.
Repeat 2 to 10 again.

This represents a flock of birds. With a very long string

this can be repeated a number of times.









14,

15,

16,

17,
18.

19,

20.

21,

| 1/« ”~
2, /J«i,’uwﬂ BRI | RAY
% .
O e s 20 M

Release distal index loops, then release radial little
finger strings from thumbs.

Put tips bf indices together and exchange index loops.

Repeat 12 and 13.

“~ 2
3 ,“_‘/—Y-_{/-r_-.

Repeat 14,
Release index loops.
Insert thumbs, from proximal side, into little finger

loops and return with radial little finger strings.

Draw hands apart.,

Caroline Extension with Eggéimg% radial thumb strings.

5 Cmp



Te
2.

3.

L, CRAYFISH New Caledonia
(Langouste)

Opening A,

Exchange index loops, right through left so that they
are looped.

With right hand only repeat twice 2, 3 and 4 of
Ketiouane, No.18; then also repeat twice 7, 8 and 9.

With both hands repeat 12 and 13 of Ketiouanee.

e



/G

=S5 NO NAME Uvea

1. Opening A.

2. Pick up with teeth, from distal side, ulnar little
finger string. +Hazn Ké&ﬁmf Sﬁ{ﬁp tael

Sa Exchange index loops, right thruugh leFt,kgﬂd.release

string from mouth.

This figure represents an old man squatting to defecate.
People laugh at him so he pretends that he is only catching
grasshoppers. Work hands apart, the locked loops represent

grasshoppers.

5 e






25, THE SARDINES 1E Uvea
(owe)

Enmptog/'No.XU

1. Using a very long string take about 6 inches of it and
make a small hanging loop; insert thumbs, away from
you into small loop, draw hands a little apart and
insert little fingers, from proximal side, into gg;if—
gggggfioop$ and extend hands.

2. Caroline Extension.

3. Release thumbs.

4, Pass thumbs proximal to all strings, return with both
little finger strings, then insert into index loops
from proximal side, rotate thumbs once in ulnar
direction and release index fingers.

5. Insert thumbs, from proximal side, into little finger
loope and return with radial little finger strings.

6. Caroline Extension.

T« 'rngd, 5 and 6 until string is used up.

— 1.herevhon e

%%/ Release index fingers, £ nging loops represent two

large fish whiech eat up all the sardines (work hands

apart) and when the fisherman comes to catch them

all are gone.

G



a6, DKUBASE Marguesittey Uvea

(Piece of wood for knocking down coconuts)

1 Murray Opening.

2, Insert thumbs, fru@distal side, into proximal index
loops and return with proximal ulpar index strings; Thewn
insert thumbs, from distal side, into distal index
loops and return with distal ulnar index strings.

B With little fingers, from gistal side, hook back distal
radial index stringsgféﬁgk pick up from proximal side
proximal radial index stringsesamd-return to-pesitiens

4o Insert indices, from distal side, into little finger

triangles, pick up distal radial index strings (which

cross little finger strings) and release thumbse.

ORI T ry

Pl Vet i
OPHLEHLE
) i
(Moving in a hole) . I;plf“-iv”“
- m etbes 8we ¢ guter

B5a Insert thumbs into figur%é bring back/double strings
o e
OFRJU'; release indices from all strings and extend hands.

Ge Caroline Extension.

¥ lnsitae L

£ anmS












8. Navaho thumbs with proximal radial strings.

9. Release little fingers and work hands until figure appears.

Y
(T)
2
D

This nehzesenés:

a. Flying foxes, Uvea.

b. The men Kitekite has beaten, Mare.
ce Children, Lifue.

de Four large pigeons which Ouleoule caught, Eomptcn,ZJﬁ&.






1.
2.

$0. A CHIEF'S HOUSE

Opening A, with a long string,.
Twist index and little finger loops once in ulnar
direction, twist thumb loops once in radial direction.
Pass thumbs, from distal side, through index loops;
insert into little finger loops from proximal side
and return with redial little finger strings.
Exchange index loops, right through left, 6 to 8
times and replace on indices, Extend hands with

widely spread fingers.



Tn
26

3.

3. FISH SPEAR AND FISH'S EYEg Uvea

Doubled string in Position 1.

Insert right index, from distal side, behind left palmar
strings and pull to right, twisting twice clockuise.
Insert left index, from distal side, through right index
loops and pick up palmar strings from proximal side.
Release right hand little finger and thumb.

5CM*LJ

Gently release right index, then with right thumb and
index take off left index loop and pull to right until

the 'fish's eye' is formed.

',_ﬁr—___c.m.m,-a

Compton also saw a New Caledonian woman construct the Torres

Strait figure 'Throwing the Fish-Spear' (Haddon 1912:8)
but notes that his performer only 'threw' the spear once,
i.e. she did not do Haddon's final movement. - Compton
1919:235.
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3, g CRTERAULE peUMESET
\ (Tung)

Opening A.

Rotate index fingers in ulnar direction, insert into
little finger loops from distal side and complete
the circle, carrying with them radial little finger
strings; release little fingers.

Insert little fingers, from distal side, into index
loops and hold ulpar index strings down on palms.

Gently release thumbs, then insert them into hanging
loop away from youy and pick up with backs of thumbs
radial index strings which form lower outer strings
of diamonds.

By stretching index fingers and thumbs apart a "hole"

is formed.

4’5.



2

3.

Se

3& THE MOON 1[,::

ihsert thumbs into loop so that radial thumb string is
about 6 inches long; bring indices towards you proximal
to radial thumb string, then return to position with
this stringe..

Insert right thumb, from proximal side, into left thumb
loop, then pass left thumb distal to left radial index
string and proximal to right radial index string and
extend hands.

Take betueen teeth,pﬁbtﬁﬂfgpﬁznﬁ;@iéﬁﬁﬁi/radial thumb

a2ty

Yuns . ;
string which =seseee/from hand to hand, then release

that string only from thumbs.

Pass little fingers, from distal side, through index loops,

insert into thumb loops from proximal side and return
to position with anar thumb strings and radial index
stringse.

Insert.indices, from distal side, into figure and pick
up towards you ulnar index strings which run across
middle of figure,

Release string from teeth.

S'jiffma















Porker cont'd

<

X “that fingers point towards you, then insert right little finger

away and thumb towards you into far and near loops respect-
ively; transfer held strings to left hand and repeat above
movements with left little finger and thumb.
13, Extend hands, pulling figure taut.
14, Hold right hand ulnar thumb string and radial little
finger string in mouth and release right handj insert
fingers of right hand towards you into both hanging loops
_ﬁ%ﬂuﬁgfi:? and release gtgézfj frz;a:uuth.
By gently pulling on top and bottom strings alternately

the "pig" moves to and fro.
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»43’ A

{lew Coledeweo
4B, #e A BASKET ~3Jesephinae,—Ba

Opening A, with a long string.

Transfer index loops to wrists.

Insert thumbs from proximal side into little finger loops.

Insert little fingers from proximal side into thumb.loops.

Opening A.

Release wrist loops and work hands apart.

Transfer loops of right hand to corresponding fingers of
left hand.

With right hand remove index loops from left hand and
h;ld as a handle, release left thumb and little finger.

g 5-8/\"\-‘\.".»

@



4T.. HADU HADONE BABU Joeeph, Uvea

(The figure which can be done with one arm)

1. Put a loop, about 84 centimetres long, over your head.
2. Insert right thumb and little finger into loop from below

so that string lies in Position 1.
3. With mouth take hold of palmar string and pull taut.

4, Insert thumb, from proximal side, into little finger loop
and return with radial little finger string.

5 Insert index, from proximal side, into thumb loop and
release thumb from all strings.

6. Pass thumbs proximal to all strings, then insert into
little finger loop from ulnar and distal side and release
little finger,

Te Transfer index loop to little finger.

8. Repeat 4,5,6 and 7 twice,

9, Insert thumb, from proximal side, into little finger loop
and return with radial little finger string.

10, Caroline Extension.and release string from mouth.

11, Insert left hand, from proximal side, into central[d%amnnd,
ard Ethe

release right hand and pull left hand dounuards;i hand

comes freee.






2,

3.

43-. YEPPEH Lifu

Make Okubase and Ophlehle, No. 46 .

Release radial index strings from thumbs.

Insert thumbs, from distal side, into index loops and

transfer index loops to thumbs.
Caroline Extension,

Repeat 2, 3 and 4.

the

A second player inserts a hand into and out oFKtuo

central diamonds; first player releases right hand
G,.')-d

and pulls strings to left -&a fish is caught.





















/)48. MUSIC Lifu

1. Opening A with a long string, and lower hands to a horizontal
position.

2. A second player, using both hands, picks up radial thumb
string with thumb, index and middle fingers and pulls it
over ulnar thumb strings; then holding back radial string
with middle fingers he picks up ulnar thumb strings and
~releases middle fingers. This movement loops radial and
ulnar thumb strings. Continue by similarly picking up
radial and ulnar index strings and radial and ulnar little
finger strings.

3. Final loops are put over first person's big toe.

4, The figure is worked up and down.

It’:’aus ,é’v;i [l W



4%~ 0 BAN Uvea

1.

2,

Lefr \
Twist loop once roundAbig toe and hold other end in

left hand in Peosition 1.

With right hand index hook up dorsal toe string and
draw up a short distance.

Right index now hooks up left radial thumb- string and
pulls it through, in a crochet movement, and repeats
this until it reaches left hand,

Release right index and pull left hand to right, when

all comes undone.l

b B
AN PRSI -/g’c‘/vwer
| =
|

xlfompton at movement 3 hooks up both strings of loop,and at

4 'someone then claps the hands, whereupon the player releases
the last "stitch" held by the right hand and pulls with his
left hand, which causes the whole chain to pull out!?, The

trick represents some animal running away when startled by
a hand-clap, — Cofder 14919 : 234,















) 7 4
4°8. PUTTING ON THE BASKET '’ Lifu

'

(Feni Watreng)

Te Put loop of string over the head, with strings hanging
down in front.

2, With right hand grasp left hand string and twist it
closely round the neck.

3 Make a small closed hanging loop with a short piece of
the hanging string, turning right hand away from you
and to the left; then enlarge it and, with crossed
strings uppermost, put it over the head.

4, Pull down middle hanging string (remainder of small

loop) and all strings come free.

\\

LN \

The construction represents the putting of a basket over the
shoulders; while the pulling-out part of the trick shous the
basket falling to pieces.

17
Compton 1919:234.

€
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: 19
&4.  NO NAME Lifu

With head bent put loop of string over the head
and big toe.

With right hand twist right hand string once round
toe.

Pass right hand to left distal to strings and with
index hook up left string and bring it to right
distal to right string; then pass index proximal
to crossed strings and put tip of index on tip of
big toe.

Raise head and the string falls off the index and

toe
%/ =

1%
Compton 1919:234.



34(b)

I}
56, B TRICK Uvea

oM
11 Hold loop in closed =mi&ght hand. Pass right hand

away from yﬂgithrough loop, then to right, douwn,

towards yuu,&betuean your body and loop; then

insert into loop towards you and clese to left hand.
2, Pull to right and hand is free.

/fl) No  lliek (atts™y

| fms
vThis trick #s said to be used when it was time to stop

playing with string.
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(1)
(2)
bﬂ 5o (3)

(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)
(9)
(10)
(11)
(12)

(1)
Wpea (2)
(3)
(4)

S (5

(6)

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

For Darrell Tryon

Uvea
L

Uaen - periuinkls shells,

Okubase - wood for throwing down coconuts?
Op hlehle = %

¥aca - 7

Bu
BU
BU
0 ban ? (a trick of unravelling, done on hand and toe).
Uleule 7

Uf - turtle?

1 te mok - snail licking?

me nokon = 7
Nacad = ?

huyeng = 7

Hadu hadone babu = a figure done with one hand and loop
round necke

Lifu

Den konying - taro patch,
U6 lemadfen = ? (3 diamond figurs).

? = MOON,.

? - needle!qr shuttle for making fishing nets.
Theu = lizard?

Yepe(h) = ? (a 4 diamond trick game in which a fish is
caught)«

B - Wailu

Do etu - two sentries?
Viaso ni saru - 7
Poule sultane - birds?
Neje (or nexs) = ?

? - gmoke and fire,



5D

(6) Ketiouane - a caterpillar?
Ka lu do, e boi su kata ye, curu boi vicoi na duue
du ka vu, boi ki dexa na dexa bong, ae ki dexa na
dexas

(7) Is Wailu a language or a place? I was told that the
place was B3,

Seneral
(1) UWaujebadet - is this a caterpillar, and if so on which

island?
(2) wajikui (?) - is this a fish, and if so on which island,

R AR RN RN N R



77 Arthur Circle, Forrest,
AtcoT-2603. Rustralia,
31st January, 1983.

Dear Jean,

I have at long last completed the preparation for
publication of the string figures of New Caledonia and the
Loyalty Islands which you so kindly helped me to obtain.

I see that Harry mentioned in his letter to you that
I now do my oun publishing and I am sending you a copy of
the book on the Solomon Islands to show you what the prod=-
uctions look like. I also edited and published Kenneth
Emory's collection from the Tuamotu Islands.

I should like now to publish the New Caledonia figures,
including a few collected by Compton and published in J.R.A.I.
during 1919 which were not seen by me. In order to make it
a more economic proposition it would seem best to add a
separate monograph in the same book on the figures collected
on film from the Torres Strait Islands by Dr W, Laade and
edited by me for the Australian Institute of Aboriginal Studies,

In preparing the final typescript for offset reproductioen,
however, I find myself completely stuck as to the correct
spelling and translation of the local vernacular names as set
out on the attached list, and I should be most grateful if
you would be so kind as to check them through and where
necessary correct them.

I am also enclosing a few queries about informants and
similar matters in the hope that you will be willing to give
me the benefit of your advice.

I propose using the French or English title where it
was given to me without a vernacular name, unless you think
otherwise.

1 do apologize for worrying you on these points of
spelling and meaning but you are the only authority I know
and I am hoping that the checking and advice would not take
you longe.

We very much hope that you may be able to come to visit
Canberra this year as we had no news of the visit which you
thought you might make last year. We should greatly enjoy
seeing you again; and of course Jojo if she is with you,

With best regards,
Yours sincerely,

J‘\i‘(y W D"L ‘hﬁl,[ L‘L:--*-H:.‘[kl e 5
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STRING FIGURES FROM NEW CALEDONIA AND
THE LOYALTY IBLANDS

o Bwh Yo.

Te Turtle - Un Uvea 23
2 Periwinkle Shells = géég n !
3e Luepang's Fence = Hak hagi Lsepang n 5
-1 Fao's Fepnce = Hak Fao : " 17
Se Pig = ] q
6, Grasshoppers - " l
7o - Ud lema den " ¢
8, Frigate Bird - ﬂEﬂg " i)

" 21

9. Two Birds - Li meng
10, Sardines - gﬂé n 30
11ea Piece of wood for knocking doun coconuts = Okublse 32 a

b Moving in a hole =~ Ophlehle uvea 4

i 335\

12.a Fish spear =
1

b Fish's sye = )

13. Figure which can be done with one hand =~ Hadu hadone babu 34

14, Quleoule and the bird lims =~ n |0

15, - [0 Ban " 3l
n 3

16, Two women banging their skirts to wash them =

17 The star of xndJ - ] 11

(Xodé - a point of land on Lifu over which the star is seen)

18. Snail licking -  1lte mok Uvea |¢
19s Crab and Octupus - 0Obo me Anyii " 28
20, Shells = Buyu Mare 15

24, Fao's Fense - [



9. Two Birds - Hihyen o Meno Uvea
-~ Ua Kuny .

- 0 Meno n



2.
22, Water hole or well = Tung 2QNeu Caledonia
23, Tuwo orphan boys = 5 43

24, Dance of the people of New Caledonia =~

Dru Anyin Houmak n 44
25, The two small stones -~ Kic kijin lin " iy
264 Caterpillar =~ Wauyibadet n 6
27, A Chief's house = i! 41
28, Smoke and fire = ¢ 28
29, Two Sentries - Do Etu BA n Z{
30.a Ketiouane it i A+
31, Langouste = " " 24
32, # Viaso ni Sarii " LA
n o 358

23. Poule Sultane =
34, A Basket (with a long handle) " n 40



35,
36,

37
38,
35S,

47
4t.,
4¢S,

50,

Sic

3.

Frigate bird = Uete

Ouleoule and the bird lime -

A fRy - Musi
The sun -

Dhino's hole =

(Dhino was a devil who lived in a hole in a rock)

The course of the sun =

The dead man in Tanna =
\

Barriere =~

Taro patch ~ Den konying (title)

Water tarc patch =
Sugar cane fielc =
Two Poule Sultane =~
Sardines -~ Wene Cue
Pig =

- Uo lemadren

fiusic =~
The Maoon =

Shuttle, or needle, for making fishing nets

Lizard = lﬁgg

Rech of bJanTuiaQL -

e o Neppeb

1]

L]

108

Lifu (5

10

k9

Ha

n

35
30

¥

f&
&

A2

H‘Zk



Enclosure

gueries

(1) I have the names of the informants for some of the
figures = shall I use them?

They are:-

From Lifu = Xute.
Marie Waej (name & village?).
Louise.

From Uvea = Marguerite.
Joseph,
Julia Laba (name & village?).

From New Caledonia, at Ba =
Sarai and Janine (together).
Jospphine,
Kaiine.

(2) I have the name of the village near Houailou, where
you dropped me to collect string figures, as Ba?

(3)pWlas Luepang a person or does the word mean a stranger
or foreigner8

(4) Was Fem the first mission teacher on Mare?

(5) Is Poule Sultane some kind of chicken? The French
dictionary does not help me.

(6) For translation, please: Somwaca ame e lenge ge be
hau Konying.

eaveve0
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NOTE

No.,13. UD LEMADREN If this form of hand is correct, you had better
add "turning palms away from you" after "and spread fingers widely".

No.16., The Moon Your instruction is clearer. I was puzzled ‘this
one because the figure was finighed at any rate in spite of my
wrong construction!

No.19, UOLEMA DEN Please use this one as I don't like the drawing
of hand in the former illustration,

No.32. OPHLEHLE You are right. Ophlehle is not the same as UAEN.
So I drew dotted lines to distinguish between two.

I have followed your advice of the remainings —-—-— No.l, 15,20,
22,24,26, 28, 32,35,37,38.

No.2 : As I had remembered making the same one as No.2, I could
noticed Nauru's 'DAON! by meking a thorough search of all books.



