PARTICIPANTS AT THE PACIFIC HISTORIANS' ASSOCIATICON MEETING, May 1980
Current Research and Addresses

ADAMS, Ron. 27 Green Street, Ivanhoe, Victoria 3079, Australia.
History of the Southern New Hebrides, Biography of the
Reverend John G. Paton.

BAIN, 'Atu. History Department School of General Studies, Australian
National University, Canberra, Australia, ACT 2600.
Migrant Labour in the Gold Mining Industry in Fiji

BENNETT, Judith A. Massey University, History Department, Palmerston North,
New Zealand. History of Trade and Plantations, Solomon Islands,
ca. 1800-1942. Social-Economic history. Revising doctorate for
publication.

BURNE, Bruce T. Deputy Keeper, Public Records Office of Victoria, Melbourne;
Home Address: 15 Mills Street, Middle Park, 3206.
Compilation of a Guide to Records of the Region (Administrative
and Church materials).

CRAIG, Robert D. Institute for Polynesian Studies, Brigham Young University-
Hawaii Campus, Laie, Hawaii, 96762, USA.
History of Tahiti and French Polynesia in general.

DAWS, Gavan. Head, Department of Pacific and Southeast Asian History,
Rustralian National University, Canberra, Australia.
Modern History of Hawai'i, Documentary film on World War II
in Papua New Guinea, Biographical Essays on White Men of the
Pacific, Men and Cetaceans in the Pacific.

DENING, Gregory Moore. Department of History, University of Melbourne,
Parkville, Victoria, Australia.
Social History of the Lower Deck in the Pacific,
History and the Symbol Sciences.

DOUGLAS, Bronwen. History Department, La Trobe University, Bundoora,
Victoria, 3083, Australia.
conflict in New Caledonia

DOUGLAS, Norman. Department of General Studies, University of New South
Wales, P.0O. Box 1, Kensington, N.S.W.
Tourism in the South Pacific, Ethnographic Film.

DRIESSEN, Hank. Research School, Pacific Studies, Department of Pacific
and Southeast Asian History, Australian National University.
Socio-Political History of the Society Islands, precontact to 1840s.

ELLEM, Elizabeth Wood. History Department, University of Melbourne,
Parkville, Victoria, Australia 3052. Tongan research.

ETEUATI, Kilifoti. Department of Pacific and Southeast Asian History,
Research School of Pacific Studies, Australian National University.
"Evaevaga a Samoa," thesis topic.
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FIRTH, Stewart. Politics, Macquarie University, North Ryde 2113, Australia.
Plantations in Australian New Guinea,

GRIFFIN, James. Senior Research Fellow, Department of Pacific and Sea History,
Research School of Pacific Studies, Australian National University.
History of Bougainville, Torres Strait and Papua New Guinea.

GRIFFITHS, Deidre J. F. School of Social Sciences, Deakin University, P.O.
Box 125, Belmont, Victoria 3216, Australia.
History of Education in Fiji.

GRIMSHAW, Patricia. History Department, University of Melbourne, Parkville,
Victoria 3052, Australia.
A Social History of Women in Culture Contact in the Pacific, late
18th and early 19th centuries.

GUNSON, W. Niel. Fellow in Pacific History, Australian National University.
Pacific Islands Religious History.

HEALY, Allan M. Senior Lecturer in History, University of Wollongong,
P.0. Box 1144, wollongong 2500, New South Wales, Australia.
T. A. Rahman and National Integration in Malaysia.

HEMPENSTALL, Peter J. History Department, University of Newcastle, New
South Wales, 2308, Australia.
Protest Movements in the Pacific and Africa, German colonialism,
German ethnography.

HILL, Helen. Centre for Continuing Education, Australian National University,
P.0. Box 4, Canberra 2600, Australia.
Thesis: Non-formal Education and Development Policies in Three
Colonial Culture Areas of the South Pacific. Research in New
Caledonia, Fiji, and Micronesia.

HILLIARD, David Lockhart. School of Social Sciences, Flinders University,
Bedford Park 5042, South Australia.
Anglican Church in Melanesia.

JOHNSTON, Ross (William). Senior Lecturer in History Department, University
of Queensland, St. Lucia, Queensland 4067, Australia.
Labour Trade, Queensland, South Pacific Contacts.

LACEY, Roderic. Visiting Fellow, Pacific and Southeast Asian History,
Australian National University, Box 4, Canberra, ACT 2600, Australia.
Papua New Guinea History, Oral History, History of Australian
Anthropology.

LANGDON, Robert. Australian National University, Executive Officer of
Pacific Manuscripts Bureau.
Genetic and Cultural Influences of 16th Century Spanish Castaways.

LANGMORE, Di. Department of Pacific and Southeast Asia, Australian National
University.
Thesis: Furopean Missionaries in Papua 1874-1914, a Group Biography.
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LATUKEFU, Sione. Chairman, History Department, University of Papua New
Guinea, P.O. Box 4820, University, Papua New Guinea.
History of the Modern Elite in Papua New Guinea, Impact of South Sea
Island Missionaries on Melanesian Cultures: The Case of the Methodist
Overseas Mission of Australasia.

LAVAKA, Penny. Department of Pacific and Southeast Asian History, Australian
National University.
Thesis: Tonga-British Relationship under the 'Treaty of Friendship’
1900-1970.

MACDONALD, Barrie. Research fellow at the Australian National University on
leave from History Department, Massey University, Palmerston North,
New Zealand. ,
Twentieth Century Decolonization and Development.

MACNAUGHT, Tim. History Department, University of Hawaii, Honolulu, 96822, Hawaii.
Research in Fiji and World War IT.

MAUDE, Henry Evans. Retired. 77 Arthur Circle, Forrest, ACT 2603, Australia.
Peruvian Slave Trade in Polynesia.

MERCER, Patricia. History Department, Faculty of Arts, Australian National
University.
The Socio-Cultural Survival of a Pacific Islander Population in
North Queensland 1900-1940.

MOORE, Clive Robert. History Department, James Cook University of North Queensland,
Townsville 4811, Australia.
Pacific Islander Migration to Queensland in the 19th Century,
particularly Malaitan (Solomon Islands) Labourers at Mackay.

NOKISE, Rev. Uili F. Department of Pacific and Southeast Asian History,
Australian National University.
The Work of Samoans and Cook Islands IMS Missionaries in the Pacific
between 1830 and 1930.

O'BRIEN, Ilma. EDSASS, Melbourne State College.
Eastern Caroline Islands.

ORAM, Nigel. Prehistory Division,La Trobe University, Bundoora, Victoria 3083,
Australia. Senior Lecturer.
The Hiri Trading Network of Southern Papua.

RADFORD, Robin. History/Social Sciences, Flinders University, Bedford Park,
South Astralia 5042. Research Assistant.
Aspects of Culture Contact in the Eastern Highlands of New Guinea,
Stone Axe/Adze Trade in the Kainantu District of New Guinea.
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RALSTON, Caroline. School of History, Philosophy and Politics, Macquarie
University, North Ryde, 2113, New South Wales, Australia. Senior Lecturer.
Hawaii 1780-1850, Twentieth Century Apia.

RENNIE, Sandra. History Department, SGS, Australian National University,
Canberra ACT 2600, Australia.
Missionary Contact (American and Hawaiian Workers) in the Late
19th Century Gilbert Islands (Kiribati).

RUTHERFORD, Noel. Associate Professor, University of Newcastle, New South Wales.
Research in Tonga, and Protest Movements.

SAHLINS, Marshall. Department of Anthropology, University of Hawaii, Honolulu,
Hawaii, 96822; after June 1981, Department of Anthropology, University
of Chicago, 1125 East 59th Street, Chicago, Illinois 60637, USA.

Nai Yau Talei Vakaviti.

SCARR, Deryck. Senior Fellow, Department of Pacific and Southeast Asian
History, Australian National University.
Biography of Ratu Sir Lala Sukua (completed).

SHINEBERG, Dorothy. Reader, Department of History, Faculty of Arts, Australian
National University.
French Labour Trade, 1865--.

SPATE, 0. H. K. Emeritus Professor, Research School of Pacific Studies,
Australian National University.
Monopolists and Freebooters, Vol. II of The Pacific Since Magellan.

STEPHEN, Michele. History Department, Lecturer, La Trobe University,
Bundoora, Victoria 3083, Australia.
Millenarian Cults, Innovative Role of Dreams - Symbolism, Traditional
World Views.

'‘ULUAKI, Pita. Otago University doctoral Candidate. 151 Fisher St., Malvern.
Na Bula nei Cakabau sa Bera na Yabaki 1855. (Life of Cakabau. . .)

WAIKO, John Douglas. History Department, Box 4820, University Post Office,
Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea.

WALKER, John. University of Adelaide doctoral student.
White Settlers in Fiji from 1874 onwards.

WARD, Alan. Reader in History, La Trobe University, Bundoora, Victoria 3083.
Land Reform and Multiracial Society in New Caledonia, Culture
Change and Multiracial Society in New Zealand.

WETHERELL, David Fielding. School of Social Sciences, Deakin University.
South Sea Island Teachers in Papua, Transition from Civil to Military
Administration in Papua in 1942, Anglican Church History.

YOUNG, John. Senior Lecturer, History Department, University of Adelaide,
Adelaide 5001, South Australia.
History of the Lau Islands, Fiji (in collaboration with other scholars).
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PACIFIC HISTORY CONFERENCE

Circular No. 4

Accommodation

There has been a recent burst of enrolments, bringing the
total number attending the conference to well over 40. As Martindale Hall
holds a maximum of 29, it has been necessary to arrange for additional
accommodation for late enrolments and some others at 'The Magpie and Stump',
a local hotel at Mintaro two miles away, and at Bentley's Hotel/Motel In
Clare, about 12 mlles distant. 'The Magpie and Stump'tariff is $9.50 per'nlight
for bed and breakfast. Bentley's charges $2! per night for a double room In
the hotel section, $25 for a motel unit (room only, meals extra). Those
not staying in Martindale Hall will not have to pay the cover charge, but
will be responsible for their own hotel bills.

Please let us know If you have any particular preferences.

Otherwise we will follow a policy of placing early enrolments in
Martindale Hall and allocating the overflow to the hotels. Car transport
will be available. Those who will be accommodated in hotels will be
notified individually before the conference begins.

Transport

For those requiring transport, arrangements remain as in Circular
No. 3. Please let us know your intentions immediately on the reply form
at the end of this circular.

On 9 May a Briscoes' bus will leave the T.A.A. terminal at
Adelaide Alrport at approximately 1.30 p.m. and from Adelaide University
(In front of Bonython Hall, at the North Terrace entrance) at 2.15 p.m.
On Il May the return journey to Adelalde will be by local (hired) bus from
Martindale Hall to Manoora, thence by train to Adelaide, arriving at 6.30 p.m.

Programme

This will be as outlined in Circular No. 3, but is open to
modification by democratic process.

Emergency phone numbers

Adelaidz University History Department =~ 223.4333 Extn. 2032
Martindale Hall (caretaker) - Mintaro |



List of those who are expeczted to attend:

Harry Maude Tim Macnaught
Noel Rutherford Patricia Mercer
David Wetherel | Helen Hilli
Patricia Grimshaw Marshall Sahlins
Alan Ward John Walker

John Waiko Norman Douglas
Gavan Daws Kilifoti Etuati
Niel Gunson Diane Langmore
Sione Latukefu Clive Moore
Penny Lavaka Robert Craig
Jerry K. Loveland Robert Langdon
Deryck Scarr Bronwen Douglas
Oskar Spate Dorothy Shineberg
Nigel Oram George Broughton
Diedre Griffiths Allan Healy

Ron Adams Peter Hempenstall
Greg Dening Caroline Ralston
Judy Bennett Uili Nokise

Rod Lacey Robin Redford
Stewart Firth Kerry Howe
Sandra Rennie Murray Heasley
August Kituai Barrie Macdonald
William Johnston David Hilliard
Ruth Young John Young

fPease address all correspondence to :

Pacific History Conference,
C/o History Department,
University of Adelaide,
G.P.0. Box 498,

Adelaide, S.A. 5001
John Young David Hilliard,
Department of History School of Soclial Sciences,
University of Adelaide Flinders University
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Please detach and return to the above address immediafef!.
PACIFIC HISTORY CONFERENCE

TRANSPORT REPLY FORM.

Name: T T I e S T I ) B 8 8 8 &8 2 s 0 e AN e saEs

| do/do not require a seat on the bus to Martindale Hall on 9 May and will

Joln it ar Adelaide Airport (T.A.A. Terminal)
Adelaide University (Bonython Hall)
(Delete whichever does not apply)

| wilt/will not be returning to Adelaide by bus and train on || May.



The Australian National University

Post Office Box 4 Canberra ACT 2600
Telegrams & cables NATUNIV Canberra

Telephone o62—49 5111
Telex AA 62760 NATUNI

16 April 1980

Dear Harry:

John Young just called, to say there

are going to be almost fifty people

at the conference! A great turnout.

I've asked him to book me into Bentley's.
He says that you and I won't be the

only confereees there: the high
attendance means that as many as perhaps
a dozen will overflow from Martindale
Hall to surrounding hostelries.

Young says everything seems to be falling
into place well.

I will be flying to Adelaide and bus-ing
up from there with the others who come
in on the same flight. So I'll see you
at the opening session.

(P
(arom



77 Arthur Circla,
Forrest, A.C.T.2603,
11th April, 1980.

Uear Gavan,

Your logic is irrefutable: if you can stay at a motel
why cannot I. And so I shsll, for we have booked at Bentleys
(the Motel Section which has three diamonds, so should be
reasonably comfortable) for Friday and Saturday nights,

As befits our extreme old age we shall, D.Ves a2nd wepa.,
take three days en route, stopping over at Narrandera,
Balranald and Renmarke And on Sunday we move to Adelaide
to stay with a grand-daughter uho only set up her oun estab-
lishment last week and is anxious to practice hesr housekeeping
skills on the family before launching herself into the teenage
social whirl.

Robyn said that you were all fixed up for accommodation,
but from Clare to Martindale Hall is 11 miles so if you want
a lift at any time just say the uworce I cannot promise that
it is always pleasant driving with me, for as you know the
wheels are apt to drop off.

Yours,

o

7



The Australian National University

Post Office Box 4 Canberra ACT 2600
Telegrams & cables naTunIv Canberra
Telephone o62-49 5111

Telex AA 62760 NATUNI

21 March 1980

Dear Harry:

John Young tells me the flea bags have been
upgraded to sheets and blankets. As for the
matey, motley medley, I have told John that I
have forsworn this since many years ago; it
reminds me of the army, and I would have to be
conscripted to do it. So it's hotel-motel for
me (and why not for you?)

I am strongly in agreement that formal wedding
attire is a wrong criterion for such occasions
(indeed for most occasions).

Finally, I will accept the notion of a virgin
relative (as in maiden aunt) but not of a relat-
ive virgin. 1In another phrase, collected by
Oskar Spate, such a being would be "practically

totally unique."”
@ﬂe,



77 Arthur Cirgle,
FlﬂrrUSt’ AQL.T.EGD::I'
19th [tarch, 1980,

Dear Gavany

Thank yeu very much for latting ma know about tho
fiay conferance on Pacific historya As a mattsr of fact
Jobhn Young had kopt ime posted but your kindly rtesassurance
is appreciated more’ than you may realizo. 1t was my being
blackballesd on the last occasion that ledy as 1 faney was
intended, to my rescognation as a Visiting Fellow in the
Departmznta ' ' :

Actually I had twezy intention pf attending tho
junket but I had to ery off antha grounds of age and
infirmity when T Giscavered that wo wers all to bed down
in flea bags in a matey motley mudloye In any casno 1
sNOra, y

1 had considered staying in comfort at Bentlays or
the Clare Valley fotel but I fell. that it might be desmed
invidious were 1 mersly to descand on the mectings like a
skeleton at the feastj after all thm getting-togethar is
the easscenca af such conferences rather than the formal
sessionss

But alas w©ven the formal sossiocns arc nowacdays a
wash=out as far as I am concernea since although I can
usually hear the speasker 1 am too deaf tc make much of
the discussion uwhich fellous, and so canngt join in as 1
should like to do" for fear that 1 am marely repsating
points already mados :

: The circular asked for names of others who might
like to hear about the confarencs and I wrote back %o
John last month mentioning sevaral ineluding, in Canberra,
Oskar, Norah Forster aend Jenny Terrell.  Knowing your
visus 1 folt that you would not object were Norah and
Jonny at least given a chance to attend, since thay know
more about Pacific history than half of those invited

and have publications to their credit; but I was relioved
to see from your letter that the list was not intended to
excluda all who did not possess formel wedding attire.

1 hear that you do not believe in relative virgins,
' ' Yours,




The Australian National University

Post Office Box 4 Canberra ACT 2600
Telegrams & cables NaTuntv Canberra
Telex a4 62694 SOPAC

reference Telephone 062-49 5111

6 March 1980

Dear Harry:

Oskar Spate has just talked to me about a matter which might
be of interest to you. John Young of Adelaide University

is putting together a conference on Pacific history to precede
ANZAAS in May. Young has been operating from an improvised
mailing list, and it turns out the list doesn't include people
who aren't on regular staff establishments. So Oskar, being

a Visiting Fellow these days, hadn't got a circular. It
occurs to me that the same thing might have happened to you.
Oskar is keen to go; perhaps you would be too. And Young for
his part is certainly keen to hear from other people. So

if it's of interest, you could simply drop Young a line, or
phone him. Or if you would like me to let him know of your
interest, I'd be happy to do that. Certainly everyone would
be pleased to have you there.

I am enclosing a copy of the most recent circular I got from

Young, which includes an agenda. I note that he wants final

acceptances and so on by 14 March, which is really quite soon
now L

I hope everything is going well for you in life and work.
Robyn sends her greetings.

\fag et |



THE UNIVERSITY OF ADELAIDE

BOX 498. G.P.O., ADELAIDE, SOUTH AUSTRALIA 5001
Telephone: 223 4333 (Arca Code 08) Telegraphic Address: UNIVAD

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

10 February 1980

~

Dear  iludise e

Replles to our prelimlinary circular about a conference of Paclfic
historlans before the A.N.Z.A.A.S. Congress In Adelalde in May 1980 have
been encouraging. Accordingly, we have gone ahead with plans. We expect
about thirty people to attend, from most Australlan states, New Zealand,
Hawall and FIjI. So far, slxteen have salid that they will definlitely be
coming, which makes the conference.a viable proposition.

Cost:

This depends upon the flnal numbers; the more people who come, the
cheaper It will be. If thirty people eattend the conference, the cost will
be about $50 per head. This wlll cover transport, food, a 'cover charge'
for the use of Martindale Hall, and the hire of sleeping bags. (Please
note that |Inen and blankets are not provided by Martindale Hall. |f you
would prefer to bring your own sleepling bag and save $2, please do so.)
Meals each day wlll consist of a |lght breakfast (eggs, cornflakes, etc.),
lunch (casserole or equivalent), and a full dinner.

Transport.

Travelllng arrangements will be confirmed In a final clrcular. We
expect to leave Adelalde by bus on Friday 9 May at 1.30 p.m. arriving at
Sevenhl || wlnery about 3.30 p.m., and reaching Martindale Hall about 5 p.m.
On Sunday || May we will probably return to Adelaide by traln, with a
connecting bus from Martindale Hall to Clare rallway station, leaving the
Hall at 3.p.m. and arriving in Adelalde at 6.30 p.m.

Programme (provisional)

There have been several suggestlons of toplcs which should be discussed,
and we welcome further proposals. We suggest something along the followling
lines:

Friday 9 May:-

7.30 p.m. Preliminary meeting: formalisation of a Pacific History
Assoclatlon.

8.00 p.m. A Quarter-century of Paciflc history: achlevements and
blind-spots. Introduced by Gavan Daws.

Saturday 10 May:-

9.30 a.m. -~ Il a.m. Island-orlented history: gesture or reality?
Introduced by Barrie Macdonald.

11.00 a.m. Morning tea.
000/20




Sat. 10 May (contlinued)

11.30 a.m. - 1.00 p.m. Escaplng the Monographone: book writing for
student use. Introduced by Kerry Howe.

1.00 Lunch.
2.3 p.m. - 4.00 p.m. Concepts In the study of religlous change: the

use of social theory In Pacliflc history.
Introduced by Greg Denlng and Bronwen Douglas.

6.00 p.m. Dinner
7.30 p.m. Films and visual alds In teaching Paclflc history.

Introduced by Robert Craig (Institute of Polyneslan
Studies, Brlgham Young Universlty, Hawall).

Sunday || May
9.30 a.m. - 11.00 a.m. The deslirablllity of thesls writing.
Introduced by Gavan Daws.
11.00 a.m. Morning tea.
11.30 a.m. - 1.00 p.m. Employment of Pacliflc historlans.
1.00 Lunch.

We now need flrm enrolment flgures. Please return the attached form
no later than Frlday !4 March, together with a deposit of $20 to cover
deposits on bus hire, catering, etc. The remainder will be payable on
Friday 9 May. Cheques shouid be made out to

Paclfic Hlstory Conference,
c/- History Department,
Universlty of Adelalde,
ADELAIDE S.A. 5000

This clrcular has been sent to the following people. Please let us
know |f there are others who wou'!d |like to be Informed of this conference.

Ahmed All, Judith Bennett, Mary Boyd, JIm Boutlller, Robert Cralg,
David Dorward, Gregory Dening, Niel Gunson, A.M. Healy, Kerry Howe,
Helen Hill, Patricla Grimshaw, David Lewls, Ben Finney, Nank Nelson,
Peter Hempenstall, Hugh Laracy, Robert Langdon, Ron Crocombe, Stewart
Firth, Bruce Knapman, Gavan Daws , H.E. Maude, M. Heasley, Francls Hezel,
John Moses, Barrie Macdonald, Carolline Ralston, Nigel Oram, Michel le Stephen,
Tom Spear, Clive Moore, Noel futherford, Andrew Thornley, H.G. Cummins,
Dorothy Shineberg, Deryck Scarr, Alan Ward, Ross Lamont, Slone Latukefu,
David Routledge, Sefar!k&,Tﬁinaceva, Dr. Loveland.

John Young David Hilliard,
History Department School of Soclal Sclences
Unlversity of Adelalde Flinders University

o./3-



77 Arthur Circle,
Forrest, A.C.T«.2603,
10th April, 1980,

Dear John,

I had a very cordial nots from Gavan inviting me to
attend the bun feast at Hanging Rock and pointing out that
as he for one was staying at a fotel why should I not follow
suit.

The logic seemed irrefutable, especially as Robyn and
Caroline passed on messages from you and several others have
asked why I was not goinge

So Honor and I shall be staying at Bentleys in Clare
and I hops all going well to be at Martindale Hall sbout the
time you people get thsre on the bus, if not sooner« Then
1 can return to Clare after listening to Gavan's exordium
at 8 and slesp the slecep of the just,

1 also hope to last out all day Saturday anc Carcline
sgays if I cannot get a mesl or two at Martindale H21ll I can
gat the left=-overs from her plate, Ye plan to leave for
Adelaide early on Sunday as the sessions that day are designed
for professional historians and not amateur dilettanti.

R and € assured me that Martindale Hall has been
completely refurbished for your conference, with beds,
shzets, blankets and all home comforts, but as we had
already bookzsd at Clare and Honomrwould rather spend a
day there - swapling the wines, no doubt.

We shall bae three days en route, with stop-overs at
Narrandcra, Balranald and Renmark, If you let me know
how much I owe you in attendance fees and whatever 1t11
sand a chequej if not no matter, for I cam pay cash doun
when I see you.

Looking forward to hearing all the argumentation,
though being stone deaf I actually hsar but an occasional
WOTde I tried to buy an sar trumpet but they don®t make
them any more and the modern hearing aids are nebege

Yours,

Wj
r
{ v

!



DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

PACIFIC HISTORY CONFERENCE

Circular No. 3

Arrangements for travel, accommodation, etc. have now been finallised. We
have made some alterations in the schedule of conference sessions In the light
of replles received, and there can be further modlficatlons 1f necessary. The
final program will be Included In the next circular. Ofher details to date are
as follows:

TRANSPORT

I+ is llkely that most of those attending the conference from Interstate
will be travelling to Adelaide on the morning of Friday, 9 May. Convenlent
flights would be TAA 473, leaving Canberra at 9.30 a.m., connecting with TAA 28,
leaving Melbourne at 12.30 p.m., arriving In Adelalde at |.10 p.m. We have there-
fore, arranged for the bus to meet this flight, leaving Adelaide airport at
approximately 1.30. I+ will then call at Adelaide Unlversity to collect any other
visitors and to allow for a quick snack lunch at the Staff Club. The bus will
leave Adelalde University about 2.15 p.m., arriving at Sevenhill Cellars at
approximately 4.15 and at Martindale Hall some time before 6 p.m.

For the return journey on Sunday afternoon a local bus will be hired to
take us to the nearby town of Mancora fo connect with the afternoon train from
Peterborough to Adelaide, leaving Mancora at 4.30 p.m. and arriving in fown at
6 p.m.

ACCOMMODAT ION

We enclose a brochure describing Martindale Hall. Some of its information
will hopefully be out of date by the time of the conference. The University
commlttee responsible has now agreed to recommend the purchase of |inen, blankets
and other requirements such as to almost justify the 'cever charge'. This still
has to gain the approval of the University Council, and to be implemented. AT
thls stage we are optimistic. The Hall can accommodate 29 people In comfort.
There are eleven bedrooms, some of which contain two beds, some, one double bed,
while some contain four or five bunk beds. Please let us know if you have
preferences. There are adequate modern shower and tollet facilities. The Clare
district can be qulte cool In May, so you are advised to bring warm clothing.

At this time (12 March) 20 people have pald a deposit whlle a total of 28 have
sald they wlll attend. Others have Indicated that they may attend. Conference
space Is adequate for at least these numbers.

COST

Bus hire, Adelaide to Martindale Hall { 180
Bus hire, Martindale Hall o Mancora $3
Traln fare, Mancora to Adelalde $

$

0
3.50 per head
Martindale Hall cover charge 4

5
[4.00 per head

wml Bon



(NOTE: the non-refundable 10% depostt has been paid by the Adelaide University

History Department).

Catering, by Mrs. Hill of Mintaro and assistants, $20.00 per head.

There will be some savings on a per head basis if we get the numbers we
anticipate. In any case, all expenses will be equally shared and any surplus
refunded.

PROV | SIONAL PROGRAMME

Friday 9 May :-

7.30 p.m.

8.00 p.m.

Saturday 10 May:-

9.30 a.m. = 1l a.m.

11.00 a.m.
11.30 a.m. = 1.00 p.m.
1.00 p.m.

2.30 p.m. - 4,00 p.m.

6.00 p.m.

7:30 paMs

Sunday || May:-

9.30 a.m. - 11.00 a.m.
11.00 a.m.
11.30 a.m. -~ 1.00 p.m.
1.00 p.m.
3.30 p.m.

Preliminary meeting: formalisation of a
Pacific History Asscciation.

A Quarter-century of Pacific history:

achievements and bl ind-spots. Infroduced by
Gavan Daws.

Island~oriented history: gesture or reality?
Introduced by Barrie Macdonald. Response by
Dorothy Shineberg.

Morning tea.

Research and Teaching: ls there a relationship?
Introduced by Kerry Howe.

Lunch

Concepts in the study of religious change: the
use of social theory in Pacific history.
Introduced by Greg Dening and Bronwen Douglas.
Dinner.

Films and visual aids In teaching Pacific
History. Introduced by Robert Cralg (lnstitute

of Polynesian Studies, Brigham Young University,
Hawall).

The desirability of thesis writing.
I ntroduced by Gavan Daws.

Morning tea.

Employment of Pacific historians/discussion of
teaching programmes.

Lunch

Leave Martindale Hall

S s



Please address all correspondence to:

Pacific History Conference,
c/- History Department,
University of Adelaide,
G.P.0. Box 498,

ADELAIDE, S.A. 5001

David Hilliard,
SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES
Flinders University.

John Young, .
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY
University of Adelaide.

For those who have not yet received an erolIment form:

REPLY FORM

PACIFIC HISTORY CONFERENCE

I will ( definitely
( probably
( definitely not be attending the Pacific History Association
confercnce at Martindale Hall, Clare, South
Australia, from 9-11 May 1980.
NEMEYE 2o e dion i scosiesis o el s R BT e W R R T e et W
L5 o R N S I . O e N e B e O Ay

| enclose a cheque for $20 as a deposit, made out to Pacific History
Conference, University of Adelaide. .

Do you require a receipt? Yes/No

| will need to hirc & sleeping bag Lt Please tick if required.



77 Arthur Circle,
Forrest, A.C.T.2603,
19th February, 1980,

Dear John,

Many thanks indeed for that timely excerpt from Calvert
to Eggleston saying that *the Peruvian slavers have been to
Onot. 1 had not been through the Methodist Fiji letters
because Jones at the Levuka Consulate rsported in October that
no one had been taken from the Fiji area. I take it that
Calvert said no more than you mention.

My evidence is that no Peruvian recruiter did in fact
enter the Fiji area, though four from the Gilberts or Ellice
called at Rotuma for refreshment on their way back to Callao.
But the Tasmania whaler Grecian kidnapped 144 Tongans from
tAta in May 1863 and then made for Levuka, where she dropped
a sailor, John Bryan, who objected to serving on a slaver.
She then made for the Peruvian coast, taking a further 30
Tongans off Niuafo'ou en route; but someswhere near Pukapuka
she ran into the Peruvian slaver General Prim and transferred
the recruits to her, presumably for cash douwne.

Now on her way from 'Ata to Levuka the Greciam would
have passed close to Ono and almost certainly she would have
tried to repeat the successful haul by attempting to recruit
the Ono people, though evidently without success. There is
a possibility that she also made an attempt to recruit at
Niuvatoputapue. 1 vonder if the Ono people have any tradition
of the visit? .

There is time to put in a para about Ono, thanks to
you, as the copy has not yet gone to the printers since the
Press is now anxious to have some 30 or 40 contemporary
illustrations to liven up the text, and they were not so
easy to find.

About the May conference. I had imagined that it
would be at the University but after reading your circular
I'm afraid that I must cry off. 1t seems really a get-
together of the younger folk, who are to sleep on the floor
in flea bags in a matey ensemble. Thirty years ago I should
have loved it but now alas I know from experience that I
would inevitably be regarded as a skeleton at the feast. I
see that none of my age-group are going - Douglas Oliver,
Raymond Firth, Alex Spoehr, Oskar Spate and the like - and
I should be considered a snob if 1 stayed alone at a motel
and merely attended the sessionsj though in reality I should
have to do this because in my mid-eecventies I go to bed at
9, so help me. In short I must face up to the fact that
I am too old.




T
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A further point is that I hope to be-at the USP during
June in connexion with the Tuvalu history project and during
May I shall be working on a project of my own which attempts
to coalesce the oral traditions of the various Gilbert Islands
from the coming from Samoa in c. 1400 to Europsan contact.
Not the sbotlyof study which would be regarded as Pacific history
by most of those at the May conference, I imagine, where I fear
that island-oriehted history is to be panned as unhistorical
tokenism (but why whould we worry so dong as the island univer-
sities take over, as they are doing)e I find that I urite
increasingly with the islanders in mind as my readers, espec-
ially now that I am a Visiting Fellow in the Department of
Anthropology which is less Eurocentric in orientation.

I see that you ask for names of those who would like to
be invited to join the conference and would suggest Jenny
Terrell and Norah Forster, both of whom are full-time workers
in Pacific history and have publications to their credit (it
seems a bit cruel to ignore them when they know more about
the subject than half of those who are going). And what about
Doug Munro, now that he is a Lecturer in History at the USP
(Ikknow that he is a pain in the neck to some, but ona can't
say that he is not enthusiastic and always willing to pass on
any gold that he digs up - anyuay he won't attend, being broke,
but it would save his face if he was asked), Alsc Tony Hooper
and Judith Huntsman are working on what seems to me a defipitive
history of the Tokelausj and Howard van Trease, who helped so
much with the Gilbertese history project last year.

I wish you all a very successful conference, and again
my sincere thanks for the Ono reference, :

Yours,



THE UNIVERSITY OF ADELAIDE

BOX 498. G.P.O., ADELAIDE, SOUTH AUSTRALIA 5001
Telephone: 223 4333 (Area Code 08)  Telegraphic Address: UNIVAD

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

10 February 1980

Dear [f=cr Y

Replies to our preliminary circular about a conference of Pacific
historlians before the A.N.Z.A.A.S. Congress In Adelaide in May 1980 have
been encouraging. Accordingly, we have gone ahead with plans. We expect
about thirty people to attend, from most Australlan states, New Zealand,
Hawail and FijI. So far, sixteen have sald that they wlll definitely be
coming, which makes the conference a viable proposition.

Cost:

This depends upon the final numbers; the more people who come, the
cheaper I+ will be. |f thirty people attend the conference, the cost will
be about $50 per head. This will cover transport, food, a 'cover charge'
for the use of Martindale Hall, and the hire of sleeping bags. (Please
note that linen and blankets are not provided by Martindale Hall. If you
would prefer to bring your own sleeping bag and save $2, please do so.)
Meals each day will consist of a |ight breakfast (eggs, cornflakes, efc.),
lunch (casserole or equivalent), and a full dinner.

Transport.

Travel | Ing arrangements will be confirmed in a final clrcular. We
expect to leave Adelalde by bus on Friday 9 May at 1.30 p.m. arriving at
Sevenh! || winery about 3.30 p.m., and reaching Martindale Hall about 5 p.m.
On Sunday |1 May we will probably return to Adelalde by traln, with a
connecting bus from Martindale Hall to Clare rallway station, leaving the
Hall at 3.p.m. and arriving in Adelaide at 6.30 p.m.

Programme (provisional)

There have been several suggestlons of topics which should be discussed,
and we welcome further proposals. We suggest something along the following
lines:

Friday 9 May:-

7.30 p.m. Preliminary meeting: formalisatlon of a Pacific History
Assoclation.

8.00 p.m. A Quarter-century of Pacific history: achievements and
blind-spots. Introduced by Gavan Daws.

Saturday 10 May:-

9.30 a.m. - |l a.m. Island-oriented history: gesture or reality?
Introduced by Barrie Macdonald.

11.00 a.m. Morning tea.
-ce/2.
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Sat. 10 May (continued)

11,30 a.m. = 1.00 p.m,

1.00
2.30 p‘.fﬂ. i 4-00 p-m-

6.00 p.m.

7.30 p.m.

Sunday || May

9.30 a.m. - 11.00 a.m.

11.00 a.m,
11.30 a.m. - 1.00 p.m.

1.00

We now need firm enrolment flgures.

Escaping the Monographone: book writing for
student use. Introduced by Kerry Howe.

Lunch.

Concepts In the study of religious change: the
use of social theory In Paciflc history.
Introduced by Greg Dening and Bronwen Douglas.

Dinner
Flims and visual aids in teaching Paciflc history.

Introduced by Robert Craig (lnstitute of Polynesian
Studies, Brigham Young Universlity, Hawall).

The deslrabillity of thesis writing.
Introduced by Gavan Daws.

Morning tea.
Employment of Paciflc historlans.

Lunch.

Please return the attached form

no later than Friday 14 March, together with a deposit of $20 to cover

deposits on bus hire, catering, efc.
Cheques should be made out to

Friday 9 May.

The remainder will be payable on

Pacific History Conference,

c/~ History Department,
University of Adelalde,
ADELAIDE S.A. 5000

This circular has been sent to the following people. Please let us
know 1f there are others who would like to be Informed of this conference.

Ahmed All, Judith Bennett, Mary Boyd, Jim Boutllier, Robert Craig,
David Dorward, Gregory Dening, Niel Gunson, A.M. Healy, Kerry Howe,
Helen Hill, Patricia Grimshaw, David Lewis, Ben Finney, Nank Nelson,
Peter Hempenstall, Hugh Laracy, Robert Langdon, Ron Crocombe, Stewart
Firth, Bruce Knapman, Gavan Daws , H.E. Maude, M. Heasley, Francis Hezel,
John Moses, Barrle Macdonald, Caroline Ralston, Nigel Oram, Michelle Stephen,
Tom Spear, Cllve Moore, Noel Rutherford, Andrew Thornley, H.G. Cummlins,
Dorothy Shineberg, Deryck Scarr, Alan Ward, Ross Lamont, Slone Latukefu,
David Routledge, Setarikig Tuinaceva, Dr. Loveland.

John Young David Hillliard,
History Department School of Soclal Scliences
University of Adelalde Flinders Unlversity

veal 3



: REPLY FORM

PACIFIC HISTORY CONFERENCE

| will (definltely

(probably
(definitely not be attending the Pacific History Association
conference at Martindale Hall, Clare, South
Australia, from 9-11 May 1980.
Name: (R NN R R E R R B R A R N B B B L L L % 4 0 " 8 S0 8B FE e -
Address: CR L B T R BN B R R B R B LB L B L @ 8 8 & & 0 B & 8 0 4 B & B 00 B S S e B8R 8 o

@ @ 8 % B @ ® S P 4B S E BN BSOS RSN TSNS SEP SN0 O

@ 8 ® 8 8 8 e 46 8 8P E RS S S S SN ES S S EES S E RS EE ST eSS e sas e

| enclose a cheque for $20 as a deposit, made out to Pacific History Conference,
Unlversity of Adelalde. CI-

Do you require a recelpt? Yes/No

| will need to hire a sleeping bag ! I Please tick If required.



THE UNIVERSITY OF ADELAIDE

BOX 498, G.P.O.. ADELAIDE., SOUTH AUSTRALIA 5001
Telephone: 223 4333 (Area Code 081 Telegraphic Address: UNIVAD

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY
September 17th, 1979.

Dear Professor Maude,

After the ANZAAS Conference of January, 1979 In Auckland, a group of Paciflc
historians discussed the idea of having a follow-up meeting of the Paciflc
History Associatlon. (The Assoclation met for the first time In Canberra in

December 1973, but has not met since).

As a result, | have made a booking of Martindale Hall for the week-end
immedlately preceeding the next ANZAAS Conference In Adelalde. That Is, for

May 9, 10, |1, 1980.

Martindale Hall is a large country house near Clare, about 70 mlles north of
Adelalde. It Is the property of the University of Adelalde which means that
I+ will cost nothing to use apart from meals and cleaning. There Is sleeplng

accommodation for 30 people.

Paciflc Historlans are widely scattered, and it Is difficult to know what

they feel they should be discussing, but from recent enquiries in Sydney and
Melbourne and by correspondence i1 seems that there would be support for 2
programme of discusslion rather than session papers, though discussion sesslons
might be opened by invited speakers limited to 5 or 10 minutes.

A programme might be organised something llke this:

Friday, 9 May, 1980.

Noon Interstate and overseas visitors meet at University of Adelaide
- travel by train to Clare and bus to Martindale Hall, via
Sevenhi || Winery. » p

6 p.m. Dinner, followed by discusslon fo finalise agenda, electlion of

officers, etc.

Saturday, |1 May, 1980.

10 am - noon 'Problems of Paciflc History': 20 years after - research toplcs
and progress.

2 -4 pm Island-ortented history: gesture or reallty?
7 pm Dinner :

Evening

session Films and visual alds on Pacific History

lﬁl/2l
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Sunday, 12 May, 1980.

|0am - noon Teaching - exchange of course outllines and discussion of
rationale and aims. L o :

2 -4 pm Escaping the Monographone? - book writing for student use.

6 pm Dinner i

9 pm Return to Adelalde.

If you are Interested in attending such a conference or If you have alfernative
suggestions, please let me know as soon as possible. |In elther case you will

be sent organisational details.

Please ask anyone else who should have been told to let me have their name
and address. |

Yours sincerely,

John Young
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77 Arthur Circle,
Forrest, A.C.T.2603,
31st December, 1979.

Dear John,

I have at last finished my work on the Peruvian slave trade
and am able to settle down to the correspondence, by now reaching
gargantuan proportions. Yours is the firat letter off the mark
because it was weighing the most heavily on my conscience.

You probably heard from others that it was feared that I
should not finish the book, for there were over a thousand primary
manugcripts to digest by the time I had collected them from the
four corners of the earth = and I am no longer as young as I was.
S0 everything was taken away from me and only vitally urgent mail
percolated through; meanwhile I sat incommunicade in my room from
morning till night seven days a week, without news, telephone calls
or letters.

It was a salutary and, for a loner like myself, net altogether
an unpleasant experience. I certainly became steeped in the mid-19th
century on the remoter islands of eastern and central Folynesia to
a degree that I would have hardly believed possible and as a resunlt
experienced no great difficulty in piecing together and spelling out
what happened.

We did have two breaks away: one to New Zealand on a quick
round of neglected relatives and one to the Gilberts for the Independence
binge which we enjoyed very much, being the only official guests other
than the representatives of countries.

They certainly killed the fatted calf for us, mainly I fancy
because the Kiribati government, with the 'SP, had brought out an
independence edition of the Evelution of the Gilbertese Boti and had
sold out the print run of 1,000 copies in three months. The time
was opportune, for the euphoria of feeling a free nation had ghadrated
an astonikhing curiosity about their own history.

The politically astute government had cashed in on this and
produced the book Kiribati: aspects of history to commemorate
Independence Day and the Gilbertese edition in particular proved =
best seller; we went on to Christmas Island by a charter plane and
I counted over half the islanders on board reading it. Any other
bunch of polis would have erected a fountain or a statue of one of
their own ilk,

We flew on to Hawaii and Fiji where I gave a talk on the
Peruvian slavers to a predominantly Polynesian audience ard found
their reactions fascinating. All knew something about the Peruvian
raids from island tradition but no one had any idea of what had
really happened or that the rgaiders had been to every Felynesian
group with the exception of Hawaii.
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Pack here Pat Croft had been through the manuscript and as
a result I reformed the structure so thait the narrative proceeds more
or less unimpeded, with the more analytical sections relegated to
appendixes. It was more of a job than I had anticipated, with the
footnotes and paginatien, references and tables having to he resorted
and corrected. Then they wanted every one of the footnotes (or
rather endnotes) changed from the form 19,12,79 to 19 Dec. 79 because
of possible American readers.

But it was all over by Christmas Day and on the 1st January
I start on revising and finishing a work on the Construction of the
i }Jbertese maneaba for the USP., The great thing according to the
doctor is to carry on till one drops pen in hand.

I am most contrite that I never wrote to youn about 'The Indig-
enous fHeaction t¢ European avoidance', but I could not have written
within the short ime limit you set, and in any case I could have only
said that T considered it to be extremely good and well worked out
but that my knowledge of Lauan history was too minute to comment on

the factual basis,

As Jim Davidson remarked about a colleague's paper: 'l suppose
1 like it because its the sort of paper I like' and it certainly is
the sort that I used to urge the ANU scholars to attempt. Heal
indigenous history with Lauan affairs as the theme and based on all
the source material available = most of your sources would never he
known to the orthodox (or constipated) school of historiographers.

it is only recently that Pacific historians are coming to
realize that there were all sorts of traditional trading patterns
operating in the island world in pre-contact and immediately post-
contact times. The Tuvalu people traded as far as lotuma, the
sonthern Gilberts and the Tokelau Group, and the latter exchanged
products with Samoa. Tahiti and the Tuamotus had reciprocal barter
and within groups such as the Marquesas there was constant canoe

traffic for exchange.

1 hope that the Lau Islands project goes ahead and that we
ghall see a symposium published on the history of the Group from
its first settlement onwards, You have a superb team and it should
serve as a model for other areas.

If you like I could give a talk on the Peruvian slave raids
when T next visit Adelaide. It should be fresh in my mind for a
while . I find that with Jim's death there is rather a reactibn
in favour of studying and writing on a more enrocentric type of
FPacific history except in the island universities. I suppose that
it vas inevitabie, if only because of the availability of Furopean

documen tary sources.
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This reminds me that you kindly sent me an invitation to
attend a get-together of Pacific history people in May. T should
like to come but fear lest the same reasons which motivated my not
being invited to the last one may still operate. You possibly
Inow what they were; I only heard a vague rumour that I was not
congideedd up to the minimum standard required for participatien,
but in reality it may have been something quite different. I
know that Doug Munro was in the same boat; and I believe two others,
who however went just the same = I’ad me pride and didn't. Anyway
I should not care tc embarrass others present, and least of all
yourself, so feel it best to include myself out,

lHonor has formed her own publishing house (I call it a tax=loss
racket), miinly to get the string figures of (ceania published before
we leave this vale of tears. Solomon Islands String Figures came
out last year and the String Figures from the Tuamotus the other day.
We now talk of a month's collecting spree on WViue,

With our very best wishes for a really successful 1920, and
may the Hay weeting go with a swing,

Yours ever,



THE UNIVERSITY OF ADELAIDE

= SOUTH AUSTRALIA
Telephone 223 4333
Box 498, G.P.O.
ADELAIDE
South Australia 5001

Department of History,

26th November, 1976.

Professor H.E. Maude,
22 Arthur Circle,
Forrest, A.C.T. 2603.

Dear Harry,

This is a 'thank-you' letter, - so you will gather that this year's
A.R.G.C. application has been successful. Thank you very much for your
support. Ruth and I will be going to Suva to complete our clean-out-of
the Archives on Lau, arriving by the beginning of May. I will also go
back to Lakeba, hopefully Simon Best will still be there so that he can
explain the import of his investigations. So far I'm told they have some
2300 B.D. (300 B.C.) dates on Lakeba with others, over a thousand years
later at Kedekede, the traditional base of the Tui Lakeba. I want to spend
some time in Auckland with Garth Rogers and Roger Green to discuss drafts

of what we have written.

Ian Campbell has got his Ph.D. it seems, with very favourable reports
from both Caroline and G@van. He is very pleased, but still jobless, but
I hope to get him some kind of a 'special grant' to enable him to publish

it, from the University.

Best wishes and thanks,

o

John Young.



77 Arthur Circle,
Forrest, R.C.T. 2603,
11th July, 4876,

Pr John Young,

Department of History,
University of Adeslaide,

ADELAIDE, South Australia 5001,

Dear Jdohn,

Being on strike today 1 went to tidy up my desk and
found that I had never acknowledged your two letters nor
inforfmied you that the recommendations to the A.R.G.CL. anc
the Academy went off and I hope prpducec the nesdful, er
rather produced it in due course.

The first was a bit delayed as I had got the idea
into my stupid head that they would write to me as they did
last paem, and it was only when I went through your application
about a month ago that T found out my mistake. Howsver I
sge that. it went earlier than last féme, which proved to be
in plenty of time, though it did not get the dough; ss 1
anticipats that all uas well.

- 1 gave your project an A+ rating (a) because of the
key importance of the localej (b) becauss of the importance
of its inter-disciplinary team approach, which breaks nesw
ground in the methodology of. Pacific research (Ssachiko Hata=-
naka is' now trying it out im the Tuamotus); and (c) because
it is now an acknowledged success, which only needs a moderate
financial topping aoff to complete.

Archie Reid is doing well to break into the JPH, which
seems to be more of an ANU House Journal these cays, and mere

particularly to get a Wenner-Gren Grant. Grants of any kind

are hard to come by these daysj; inm fact I never kneu the
research position to be so tight.

Congratulations to Ian Campbell on getting his thesis
sewn up; and I trust that you've picked the right examiners.
It would seem right up Gavan Daws' allay. 1 shall be sorry
if he canpot land a job in Pacific History, though he has
timed his entry on the market rather badly. I was lucky
through life in entering each new position on the crest of a
sellers' market and just befors ths boom bust, but it always
seemed tough that timing is really more impertant thanm any
other factor when seeking works



Honor and 1 have finished packing and carding another
3% boxes for thes Pacific Islands Library at the Barr Smithe
Mostly new items which have arrived since 1 sold cut to
Raymond, who tells me that the Library is too broke these
days to do much more than keep serial subscriptions up-to-
glate, &

The paper on the Peruvian Labour Trade goes ahead
daily and should bes ready within say three months., The
difficulty is dealing with such a mass of documentation
covering so many ,islands and I can see it ending in a
monograph of sam%ZD,UDG Wwords,

Yours,
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The History of the Lau Islands

Letter aof Recommendation

This project for the inter-disciplinary investigation
of the history of the Lau Islands, from the first occupation
of the islands by man, has been under  the direction of Dr J.R.
Young, of the University of Adelaide, since its commencement
in December 1973. Funding was provided for 1974 and 1975 by
the A.R.G.C, and for 1976, for the archaesologists only, by the
National-  Geographic Socisty. It is anticipated that the
project will be completed within five years from its inception
and the present application is to enable the Director to visit
archaesological sites on Laksha Island and toc examine, and
obtain microfilms of, documentary records in the Fiji National
Archives,. The Wenner-GCren Foundation has agreed to provide
a grant to enable the Fiji historian and former District
Commissioner of the Lau Islands, Mr A.C. Reid, to complete his
documentary and field rasearch into Lavan history in Fiji and
New England,

As one who has been associated with Pacific Islands
regearch in anthropology, history and geography for the past
45. years I have been very favourably impressed with thes plan-
ning and direction of what is the first attempt to use a team
of archaeoclogists and prehistorians, anthropologists,; ethno-
historians and documentary historians, to focus on presenting
a balanced picture of the social dynamics of a single gesogra=-
phical area from the earliest time to the present day.

Furthermore, the arsa itself is one of exceptional
importance to the cultural historian, lying es it does in

‘the marches batueen Melanesia and Polynesia, where a presumed

autochthonous Melanesian population coming froem Fiji has been
overlaid, to a varying extent, by Polynesian invacers from
Tonga, resulting in an amalgam which has in turn been affected
by cultural influences introduced by European beachcombers,
missionaries, traders, planters and officials.

The Lau Group represents, therefore; probably the
richest locale for the study of culture change to be found
in the Pacific Islands, since the agents of change represent
here not only the occapational categories to be found eslse-
where in the Pacific but also a superimposed immigrant{which
has both dominated and blended with the indigenaus population,
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That the project, distinctive in-its methodology,; has
becoms an acknowledged success in.its practical results is
due largely to the calibres and complementary skills of ths
three principal researchers: Mr A.C. Reid, well-known to, and
respected by, all the Lauan people as their former Adminis-
trator ancd a fluent speaker of their owun distinct dialect of
Fijiany Dr Garth Regers, an anthropologist and prehistorian
with an exceptionally wide range of interests; and Dr John
Young himself, an oral as well as. a documentary historian who
has long spoecizlized in the area. :

One of the major difficulties confronting field-workers
in the Lau Islands - the lack of inter-island transport - has
besn overcome by Or Young by building his own yacht .and nagig-
ating it himself to, and between, the various dslands of the
archipelacao. It is now at Suva and available for use as.

required,

It is earnestly hoped that the Australian Acadsmy of
the Humanities can see its way to enabls this well-conceived
and worthwhile project to be continued, In my capacity as
Honorary Professor at the University of Adelaide I. have folloued
its development with interest and I am sanguine that it will
prove an outstanding contribution to our knouwledge of the

history of the Lau Group,

This is of importance in itself: but the results alrsady
obtained indicate that it is also of wider significance in
providing data on the development of early Polynesian culture;
on the intermixture of Polynesian and fMelanesian cultures in
a region peripheral to both; and on the more recent changes

attributable to immigrant Europeans. -
The project has now passed the stage of experiment and
improvisation; the results already achieved are a guarantee of

its ultimate success; and it would be a thousand pities $Fiith
impulse and direction were to be removed for lack of a relati-

vely small sum in its final stages.

29.64 76 H.Ee« Maude.




THE UNIVERSITY OF ADELAIDE

SOUTH AUSTRALIA
Telephone 223 4333
Box 498, G.P.O.
ADELAIDE
South Australia 5001

Department of History

JMRY : sd 21st June, 1976

Professor H.E. Maude,
22 Arthur Circle,
Forrest,

A.C.T. 2603

Dear Harry,

I hope you can find time for yet another reference, this time in
support of the enclosed application to the Australian Academy of the
Humanities. I have made, as you know, a similar application to the
A.R.G.C. for next year. This is to enable me to get as much as possible
done in the meantime, this coming August.

The Academy would like you to write direct to them at Box 93,
Canberra, A.C.T., I presume before the end of this month.

Archie Reid writes to say that he has got his grant from the Wenner

Grenn Foundation. He has been back to Lakeba to get the less 'official’
oral tradition and will be back there again towards the end of the year.

Best wishes, o
o Yer§
f@U/""

John Young

?g I(av\ (awphafi & oot (g‘ ,fu'épw,.,.f- h& (Le;}.a on ‘/\-’fﬂ'c heana g |
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periocd of human occupation of the Lau group on a multi-disciplinary basis

e interest of the Lau group lies in the fact that it is located on the
traditional boundaries between ‘Polynesia' and 'Melanesia', and it is an
area which has also experienced the successive intrusion of Europeans of many
categories. ;

e

I spent my last study leave, in 1974, carryving out preliminary field-
chaeological exploration in the area. I passed the result of
this on to Professor R.C. Green of Auckland University, who agreed to collaborate,
and is now directing the archaeological side of the programme. Since then I
have been working on microfilm and other documentary materials already in
1 , relating to the post-~contact peried. A.C. Reid, another collaborator
with expertise in the Fijian language and an ex-~Secretary for Fijian Affairs

H

r former Colonial government, has been working on oral traditiocns.
in article resulting from his work has been prepared Zor publication in the
next issue of the Journal of Pacific History. I applied for continwed support
for the project as a whole in 1976 from the A.R.G.C. but this was refused.

I have since been informed that this was because of the expense involved and
also because it was proposed to include Ph.D. students from the University of
Auckland in the archaeological side of the project.

The archaeoclogists have, however, gained support from the U.S. National
Geographic Society, while A.C. Reid hopes for support from the Wenner-Grenn
foundation. I now seek the support of the Australian Academy of the Humanities
and the Myer Foundation for my own contribution to the project. Firstly, I
need to visit the archaeological sites which I found and mapped on the island
of Lakeba which are now being excavated in order to gain a first-hand
appreciation of their significance.

Secondly, I wish to examine further the documentary recorxds in the
Fiji National Archives relating to the period of Colonial administration in the
Lau group as follows:

(1) Fijian Office

(a) Outwards Correspondence

(b) Minutes of Lau Provincial Council

(c) Minutes of Tikina (District) councils in the Province of Lau
(@) Lau Provincial and Tikina Court proceedings

(e) Correspondence files

(2) Colonial Secretary's Office

Correspondence files

(a)
(b) Outwards letters
(c) Despatches to and from the Secretary of State for the Colonies
(d) Magistrates repoxrts
(3) Methodist Mission - Lau Circuit Records

h to obtain microfilm copies of all relevant material in these categories.

I wis



A.C. Reil

TITLES OF RELEVANT PUBLICATIONS.

John Young:

Evanescent Ascendancy: The Planter Community in Fiji in J.W. Davidson and
D. Scarr (eds.) Pacific Island Portraits A.N.U. 1970.

The Lau Islands: A Progress Report on an interdisciplinary Research Project.
Journal Anthropology Soc. S.A., Vol. 13, No. 4, June, 1975.

{2
B}

The Fruit of the Rewa: Oral Traditions and the emergence of the pre-Christian

Lakeba State, (accepted for Publication by the Journal of Pacific History for 1976.)



Dr J.M.R. Youngs
Adelaide University.

The History of the Lau Islands (Fiji).

This project for the inter-disciplinary investigation of the
history of the Lau Group, from the first occupation of the islands by
man, has besn under the direction of Dr J.R. Young, of the University
of Adelaide, sincs its commencement in December 1973, Funding was
provided for 1974 and 1975 by the A.R.G.C. and for 1976 by the University
of Adelaide and the National Geographic Socisty, It is anticipated
that the project will be completed within five years from its inception
and the present application is to cover the fares and field expenses of
the Director for a 23 day visit to the Lau Group and a 14 day visit to
Auckland during the penultimate year, together with the fares only of
his assistant and the cost of microfilming records in the Fiji National
Archives and the United States. The Wenner=Gren Foundation has agrees
to provide a grant to enable the Fiji historian and former District
Commissioner of the Lau Islands, Mr A.C. Reid, to complete his documentary
and field ressarch into Lauan history in Fiji and New England, while the
anthropologist and two archaeologist members of the team are being funded
by the University of Auckland,

As one who has been associated with Pacific Islands ressarch in
anthropelogy, history and geography for the past 45 years I have been
very favourably impressed with the planning and direction of what is the
first attempt to use a team of archasologists and prehistorians, anthro-
pologists, ethnohistorians and documentary historians, to focus on !
presenting a balanced picture of the social dynamics of a single geogra-
phical area from the esarliest time to the present day.

Furthermore, the area itself is one of exceptional importance to
the cultural historian, lying as it does in the marches between Melanesia
and Polynesia, where a presumed autochthonous Melanesian population
coming from Fiji has been overlaid, to a varying extent, by Polynesian
invaders from Tonga, resulting in an amalgam which has in turn been
affected by cultural influences introduced by European beachcombers,
missionaries, traders, planters and officials,

The Lau Group represents, therefore, probably the richest locale
for the study of culture change to be found in the Pacific Islands, since
the agents of change represent here not only the occupational categoriss
to be found elsewhers in the Pacific but also a superimposed immigrant
race which has both dominated and blended with the indigenous population.
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That the project, distinctive in its methodology, has become
an acknowledged success in its practical results is due largely to the
calibre and complementary skills of the three pr#ncipal researchers:
Mr A.C. Reid, well-known to, and respected by, all the Lauan people
as their former Administrator and a fluent speaker of their own distinct
dialect of Fijianj; Dr Garth Rogers, an anthropologist and prehistaorian
with an exceptiomally wide range of interests; and Dr John Young himself,
an oral as uwell as a documentary historian who has long specialized #n
the area.

One of the major difficulties confronting fisld-workers in the
Lau Group - the lack of inter—-island transport - has been overcome by
Dr Young by building his ouwn yacht and navigating it himself to, and
between, the various islands of the archipelago. It is nou
at Suva and available for use as required.

It is earnestly hoped that the A.R.G.C. will see its uway to
providing the modest grant sought to enable this we}l-conceived and
eminently worthwhile research project to be completed. In my capacity
as Honorary Professor in Pacific studies at the University of Adelaide
1 have followed its development with interest and I am sanguine that it
will prove an outstanding contribution to our knowledge of the history
of the Lau Group.

This is of importance in itself: but the results already obtained
indicate that it is also of wider significance in providing data on the
development of early Polynesian culture; on the intermixture of Polynesian
and Melanesian cultures in a region peripheral to both; and on the more
recent changes attributable to immigrant Europeans.

pflattoned

The project has now passed the stage of experiment and improvis-
ation; the results already achieved are a guarantes of its ultimate
success} and it would be a thousand pities if its impulse and direction
wvere to be removed for lack of a relatively small sum in its final stages.

L B B N R

With regard to the four points listed in para. (3) of the Notes on the
back of the Report Forms=-

(a) The project is original., No detailed historical work has been
carried out in the Lau Islands, and no research in the social
sciences involving a similar multi-disciplinary approach has been
done anywhere else in the Pacific Islands.

(b) The project is feasible.
(¢) The investigator has proved himself to be well-gualified.

(d) The financial support requested is the minimum necessary to carry
out the purposes for which it is required. I agree with the

priorities A and B as assessed by Dr Young in his budget appliaction.

1y2£2'

29,6.,76. H.E. Maude.




THE UNIVERSITY OF ADELAIDE

SOUTH AUSTRALIA
Telephone 223 4333

Box 498, G.P.O.
ADELAIDE
South Australia 5001

Department of History

JY:sd 24th May, 1976

Professor H.E. Maude,
77 Arthur Circle,
Forrest,

A.CJT. 2603

Dear Harry,

It was good to see you again briefly on your way through Adelaide. I'm
enclosing a copy of my application to the A.R.G.C. for support in 1977 which
I hope you will feel able to support. I am sticking to my own last at the
moment - and expect to produce a paper on the contact history period in time
to discuss it with Garth and the others in Auckland next January.

I'm also applying to the Australian Academy of the Humanities to enable
Ruth and I to go and work in the Archives in Fiji for a month next August,
the main objective then will be the sources listed in the A.R.G.C. application -
I'm sure we will need more than one go to get all we need and we have to use

every opportunity to get on with it.

Ian Campbell has finished his thesis and it looks very good at this stage.
I don't think he will need to do very much re-writing and he should present it
in about a month.

Yours sincerely,

JOHN YOUNG
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1. State short descriptive title of pro-
ject; be clear, brief, precise and
informative to workers outside your field.
APPLICANTS Chief Investigators (See Information Sheet)

2. Name, Initials and Surname.
Indicate Prof./Assoc. Prof./Dr./etc. Dr. J.M.R. Young

3. Institution, City and State University of Ade]_gj_de
. 4. Appointment Senior Lecturer
E. Department. History
6. Year of birth. : 1934
7. Academic qualifications: M.A. Auckland 1960
Indicate conferring institutions B.A. Oxford 1962
and dates.

Ph.D. Adelaide 1968

8. (a) Time (average days/month)
devoted to the project.

8. (b) Indicate any period of absence
overseas in 1977.

9. What other major research pro-
grammes are being undertaken or
closely supervised by the Chief | none
Investigators?

OTHER PARTICIPANTS | i

10. Provide details of Associate Investi- | P.R. Young, B.A. honours Adelaide, 1972.

gators (see Information Sheet). List | She will i i 2 -t+i

O ames: cuglifications: dulesconfarred e. dl fbe.lnvolzed in the project full-time for a total
and conferring instutitions. Indicate | P€¥10d Ol S1X weeks.
involvement in the project in average
days/month.

Ten days per month

for project purposes
only

11. What technical and other staff (other
tgzlan tthc:se_ treql.r%stedl will b% aiv::jil-
able to assist with this project? indi- . s
gath livelvement T v lpruject in See "Nethods and Technigques to be used"(p. 5)
average days/month.

12. Will there be any research students | Yes. Two students from the University of Auckland are working

working on the project? If so, state v ; i : : 1
the -nuribers and the cuslifications towards Ph.D's. which will contribute to the project. Severail!

being sought and type of support. students from the University of Adelaide and the University of|
the South Pacific have also made contributions. i

OTHER PROJECT INFORMATICON
13. Indicate, using the following symbol, those years during which you have received A.R.G.C. support &

File Number 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 75 76
This project - .

Other projects

.......................................................................

...........................................

14, Except for any special items needed, are the necessary basic services and equipment, such as an equipped laboratory, staffed work-
shop, secretarial assistance and a departmental maintenance or research vote available for general support of the project? YES X

% H “NQ’ please elaborate. oL
15. Has the project started? YES{] If “no"" when can it start? What is the probable duration of need for suoport?
. NO OO o mvears

16. Indicate whether you have also applied to N.H. & M.R.C. for 1977 support vesd e
17. Applicants are asked to indicate whether the work proposed involves the preparation and/cr use of recombinant nucleic acids
constructed in vitro from sources that do not ordinarily recombine genetic information. ¥ESD) e

18. Give' names and institutions of nominated referees. professor H.E. Maude, 22 Arthur Circle,
Forrest, Canbkberra, A.C.T.

Professor Rr.C. Green, University of Auckland, New Zealand

—

ALL ENTRIES ON THIS FORM SHOULD BE TYPED CLEARLY USING A BLF\CKBIBBON )
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(SEE INFORMATION SHEET ON THE COMPLETION OF BUDGET INFORMATION ON THIS PAGE)

>
DETAILED BUDGET FOR 1977 7 R pribe e UBLY
ITEMS 8| Amount .
&£ requested | File No.
1) Fares. Dr. J.M.R. Young
Adelaide-Sydney-Nadi-Suva. A
Lakeba - retu.rn to Adela:.de--- i 502.89
2) Fleld expenses. (23 days, $20 per day)| A 460.00
3) Fares. P.R. Young
Adelaide-Suva return (23 days) |B 452.80
4) Fares. Dr. J.M.R. Young
Adelaide- Melbourne-Auckland g R W :
- return- : ‘A 297.80" A
5) Field expenses. (2 weeks, $20 per day) A 280.00 i
6) Fares. P.R. Young ' . . .
Adela:.de-Melbourne-Auckland o S Fon ..
return o |B [ 297.80 R RERE . N
7) Mlcrofz.lmng of records in ::131 Nat:.onal. oLk 59 z == =3
Archives 3 A | . 400.00 o v
8) Microfilming of records in Peabody : :,_ 5 | e 1 v
Museum etc per A.C. Reid B 200.00 ’
) '~ TOTAL .| 2391.20
Personnel Equipment Computing Maintenance Travel Total
. $ $ $ 3 $ $
Support granted for ... ... ... 1976 /
Support requested for . 1977 (/ 600 1791.20
Estimates of support
required for . o I8 600 2000. 00
1979

TOTAL SUPPORT

Give details of support during 1975 and 1976 (and support requested or to be requested in 1977) separately for (a) this project and
(b) other projects (show research field) from all grant-giving bodies, including the A.R.G.C. and your own institution.
Complete at least one line of the table, if necessary indicating “"Nil”" where appropriate. : .

Amount
* Details of Project/Name of Body 1975 1976 1977
(Requested)
FHistory. of.. Lau..Group..{Fiji)... ﬁ Scporse S BAST - 22000....... 38%2391
a3isict 485 B8 Bociaty
R TWerper=Grenn” foundatisn’ 6000

Project title: (Repeat as for page 3)

History of the Lau Group (Fiji)

- J.M.R. Young (Dr.)

e A"

| A.C. Reid (Mr.)

| Chief Investigatars (Prof./Assoc. Prof/Dr/etc.) Department Institution
History University of Adelaide
History Independent in 1977
Anthropology University of Auckland -

—R:C. Green (Prof.)
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(a

(1

g On my return to Adelaide at the end of 1974 T sought advice on obtaining archaeological

AIMS, RESEARCH PLAN, JUSTIFICATION OF BUDGET
AND RELEVANT PUBLICATIONS

(See notes on pages 1 and 2) .
Applicants are requested to use the five headings {as underlined sub-headings) which are listed on Page 2 (Notes for Pages 5 and 6)

}lIMS & SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PROJECT

The pfesent application is for a continuation of a 'History of the Lau Group' project which |
was funded by the A.R.G.C. in 1974 and 1975, but not for 1976. This application therefore
takes the form of a reguest for an Initial Research Grant.

This project has thus been in progress for two years with A.R.G.C. support and is now in its
third year. It-is an attempt to investigate the whole period of human occupation of the

Lau group on a multi-disciplinary basis.

The interest of the Lau group lies in the fact that it is located on the traditional
boundaries between 'Polynesia' and 'Melanesia', and forms part of an eg-co;oniai territory.

g i

resent indicaticns are that it may come to bs considered as a part, at least, of the central
Pacific area in which Polynesian culture developed its distinctive characteristics over a
long period of time, prior to a period of extensive migration commencing in about 500 A.D.
(Groube 1971). This was followed by further migrations into Lau from the main islands of
Fiji to the west and from Tonga, to the east (Reid, 1975) which had by this time (C 1500)
developed distinctive 'Melanesian' and 'Polynesian' characteristics. To this amalgam of
indigenous societies was added the successive influernces of European trader, beachcomber,
missionary and planter (Young 1970, Pettigrew 1974, Sanderson 1974, Ped&ch 1973) and '
Colonial government (Ledua, 1974) which makes the Lau group an extraordinaringly rich :
locale for the study of culture change over a long period of time. Initial A.R.G.C. support !
was given in 1974 in order to exploit these advantages and in spite of various obstacles, ;
including the withdrawal of financial support for 1976, it has been possible to continue the |
programme. I am now requesting the means to further the part of the project for which I i
am personally responsible: documentary research, and to correlate my research with that of f
my colleagues who are working on archaeological evidence and oral traditions.

3'!!{E'].‘I-IODS & TECHNIQUES TO BE USED

In 1974 I made two visits to Fiji, the first (Dec. 1973 - Feb. 1974) to commence work on the :
documentary sources and to make organisational arrangements with Fiji Government Departments,
the Fiji Museum. and the University of the South Pacific. The second visit, from June to
November, 1974 was to the Lau group itself and included visits to Tonga and a further visit
to Suva. During the period in the Lau group I made a preliminary archaeological survey of
ten different islands and mapped seventeen archaeological sites in the southern half of the

|9¥oup. Most of these were the fortified villages, now abandoned, which figure prominently

in the oral traditions of the present inhabitants. |

Mr. A.C. Reid, whose salary was provided by the A.R.G.C., spent the first half of 1974 working
on documentary records in the United Kingdom, and arrived in Fiji in August to work on the
oral traditions as recorded in evidence given to the Native Land Titles Commission in e
1930's (i Tukutukuraraba). i - I

In 1975, A.R.G.C. support was increased. Dr. Garth Rogers joined the project and after an
initial period in Adelaide spent on language study and the use of literary source materials,
he left for Lau in May, and remained in Lau until the beginning of February 1976. During
this time he completed an archaeological survey of the northern half of the group. A.C. Reid
continued work in Sydney on documentary sources in the Mitchell Library and wrote an article
On the basis of his 1974 research entitled 'The Fruit of the Rewa: Oral traditions and the
Growth of the Pre-Christian Lakeba State'. This has now been accepted for publication by the
Journal of Pacific History. I

collaboration., I was advised to apprcach Professor R.C. Greesn,Frofessor of Pre-history in
e department of Anthropology, University of Auckland. While I worked in Adelaide on the
d9cumentary sources I had obtained from Fiji, and assisted A.C. Reid in the Preparation of
his article, Green visited the sites I had mapped on the island of Lakeba and gained the
RPpProval of Raty Sir Kamisise Mara for a programme of excavation. He agreed to collaborate
End to contribute the resources of his department to the project, including fully equipped
aboratories ang the available regional expertise.
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‘other locations in the United States. He will microfilm all relevant material and send it

AIMS, RESEARCH PLAN, JUSTIFICATION OF BUDGET
RELEVANT PUBLICATIONS AND PROGRESS REPOF{T

{Continued)
A.R.G.C. support was accordingly sought for the next stage of the project, but this appllca-
tion was not successful. Support was obtained, however, from the University of Adelaide and
then, by R.C. Green, from the National Geographic Society (Washington).

By this time Mr. Simon Best and Mr. Michael Rowland two archaeclogists from the University
of Auckland had chosen Lau for their Ph.D. projects and as contributions to the Lau project
as a whole. They had already gone to Lau, and with the help of Dr. Garth Rogers, who was
there already, and Dr. Charles Hunt, Director of the Fiji Museum, they had bequn work. The
grant of $2000 from the University of Adelaide enabled them to continue for the first months
of 1976 and they are now in Auckland, preparing to return to Lakeba in May, with National
Geographic Society support, to commence the second stage of their project. So far they

have obtained pottery samples from a variety of sites including some from a depth of four
metres on Kedekede, - a site which features prominently in the oral traditions of the island

of Lakeba, and which I had mapped in 1974. _

A.C. Reid has applied to the Wenner-Gren foundation for funds to enable him to return to the
Lau group in order to correlate the traditional evidence as officially transcribed with what
remains of earlier and alternative traditions in the islands themselves. He also expects

to be able to obtain microfilm copies of local documentary sources relating to the Weslyan
church now located in Tubou, on the island of Lakeba. He then hopes to be able to examine
early shipping records relating to the Lau group in the Peabody Museum, Massechusetts, and

to me in Adelaide.

I now seek A.R.G.C. support for my own contribution to the project. Firstly, as a "Chief
Investigator", I need to visit the archaeological sites which I found and mapped on the
island of Lakeba which are now being excavated, in order to gain first hand knowledge and
experience of the methods being used and the significance of what is being discovered.

Secondly, I wish to examine further the documentary records in the Fiji National Archlves
relating to the period of Colonial administration in the Lau group as follows:

1) Fijian Office

a) Outwards Correspondence

b} Minutes of Lau Provincial Council

¢) Minutes of Tikina (District) councils in the Province of Lau
d) Lau Provincial and Tikina Court proceedings

e) Correspondence files

2) Colonial Secretary's Office

a) Correspondence files

b) Outwards lettexs
¢) Despatches to and from the Secretary of State for the Colonies

d) Magistrates reports

3) Methodist Mission - Lau Circuit Records

I wish to obtain microfilm copies of all relevant material in these categories.

Thirdly, I seek the opportunity to meet the other joint chief investigators, Dr. Garth Rogers,
Professor R.C. Green, and possibly A.C. Reid, in Auckland, to examine the archaeological
evidence, to discuss conflicts of evidence, and preliminary drafts. The timing of these
visits will depend on my teaching commitments in 1977, but my intention is that they should

i 2
Signature of Chief Investigators: {11%3.4??1‘.” /@C‘:Cj" Date /?‘/’I{}M/?7é

CERTIFICATE OF HEAD OF DEPARTMENT
I certify that the project is ap ropriate to the general facilities iy Department and that | am prepared to have the project carried
out in my Department.

Signature: ...

———

| CEfoY that the DTOIECT is acceptable to the ]nsht;%svn ﬁ tha* the salaries qugted for personnel are in accordance with practice at

this Institution. /”\,(L/Q,éf (Z\ o i Date ... /3/{5//7/

S
'anature of Head of Institution {or Nommee}




(B) METHODS & TECHNIQUES TC BE USED =~ continued

take place in May and August respectively.

My wife, P.R. Young, has participated in every stage of the project so far and

has in fact acted as an Associate-Investigator. She has an intimate knowledge

of the Lau group having been with me there in 1974, she has an honours degree in
history which included a first class thesis, (Moses 1971) and she has experience

as a research assistant in the University of Adelaide and as a tutor in Pacific
history at Flinders University. I would like her to continue as an Associate-
Investigator by accompanying me to Suva, to assist in the collection of documentary
sources, and to Auckland to assist in the preparation of preliminary drafts. This
would greatly facilitate progress.

She seeks a travel grant for these purposes, but as she will only be engaged full-
time on the project while she is in Suva and Auckalnd, she does not seek a salary.
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( $USTIFICATION OF 1977 BUDGET

The fares and expenses requested are those which are necessary to faciltate wvisits
to the National Arxrchives, Suva, the island of Lakeba, and the department of
Anthropology in the University of Auckland.

Fares only, for my wife, who is a joint investigator, are requested so as to
accomplish as much as possible in the time available.




( . :Og %/_’ I-.J‘...___..;

£ =
5 be A '“"’:T'a »

Do gl
ayu/%pwky Ll ad fulis, asfot,
T@L?;Me— ah.fz-gham_z&.; A,/;,L},&m L e Lot~
W%MM&&W%%M&?ﬂ%%&
W?Mm&t".
)’m%,t;h.&.tkfﬁ_ﬁg?;,wm.dﬁ;.d%
G oy o e Lo fonf wd o A sy ok nedey | e &
il 1 Efod b gl Lo sabl g whle Lude) Ml
Phthe R -Tote! blope of Ms3 & et & akla il

fﬁ»w‘ﬂwé&mmﬂgﬁz@,{b{t“:‘d%
/’)m) 0%*/—) [% Tm;,)lté.{)w‘ b a‘-};) 4hee. .b& “"‘-‘2‘4‘:)%&@
oty Mol ekl will ik Shice Gfflin we. il

Bl il Pully RELTn ol elal vkl ;o EE
e B Ak AR ks el e b M Dot Bt
rchinty | '

il IMW%“WW«»J‘A@
f""‘LFtJ?/.anldzR.Cs L{%rblwzwh&hﬂh
Sﬁﬂa,”/a;w;w%»&%m
P B Rl e Poi

Jﬂ;‘hrﬁ Towde- Wwéuﬁiwm



B

Dol Mt | he et i duft- fofe A A Prcdice | sudiore.
JWM?.«,.A’L @bwﬁé%ﬁf’,&ah

be Fop Mt ol Tl 7',,,.,:,’, Horoomyy Pofan | b e Hecot
bk . Ye TMJ.A.?_ | dkee o) o e Ll Lora,

1

T4 )rers Low ﬂ5w7

ot o] e ad g ol ek of foctto
“"wlp}*- . S By S e Auwg D!-«J)

N vunse
]



23 3. 2
DC&"" P‘Off‘a)of‘ Mcn,,({,g,)

~aw
-—
‘WA -
EXtnse the pPopes

IR soudlertrallr oncl  handwnilte,
ool L om s Fh'gLL’" to the "dhsuniled k""‘?({@'m"
o visit iy mother  ondd seonch for docume, 15
e D
;Jm(‘{lb;nﬁ-\c:..- Mpy(‘ O Lf)w\.) o e C[m:hcfuci,j

i> ewclosed , o=t T deubt Of 7‘9"‘ Wil  Fad Tt
(L aunch.  tnlecenl . Bubt I am.  able fo “-C/)Uf\t
*L&-t "'I\.L ajcﬂcucwﬁfrat ;}'\Mé/jl'l'j(fllf.‘slj O L(Tr‘&cl;m\__
promae s be of mepr  mport.

Cne Mﬁck*b’;\rf‘{'

er j‘\.&t]‘?lﬂ'r Fj ) d 1S(‘ o Lw‘\pc,( - bj mlj £ h()
‘j* Gmc( N(‘gwﬁlbck Lg,-'JL\. CJU’ &1*‘ CiCn g b

Sl}h O~y

=12 le'e[c(cc( Ao ak 4 mefres of deatibic c(
Sulbial ol ’wstl") ol \01134., Guan 1%, E’C po f'slv,-(’s,
H”t‘fua L & B b g’bht s U (L.‘-’:-'J'iuca!a(b 2 ; talle~
hig. Rahe Sk Kowatesz. ks f{: Simd~ almost
di appeo wel oub L‘E \'MJH' i K test - hole  endl
Cou fcl see ab  all o.\[«j b.j O, ua.?q_ Cus

neFloeng clovice ob !

’L‘lj ; The pe Feheselo

¢ Lcun:;rc'* roadicall N I“‘Jf"-’-c, o~ the wa ol B, :
Cerlrcie  SGm lote/;j tnene A€ e ve to 71_r el
“absotule " ( bul ot ﬂfm*h"/;{c) tlule, . onet Several
shell alifacty woe teoueed . T ’ T hﬂ’)fhj

o Ao sje ar ¢ime_—$ e~ b b it ol d he
owe | '.F. it -E_U;hi{. sta k. T Beow 7»/::

one\ “hicame o f'vJ pe SiE" oy  hadd Sewd *"LJL

m\}_zy:w o ]Daijn('/)f{-'v. ( Op Fim st ])



Jrvl.(’ im (A }1 | l(‘“, ! ‘-J\,?_, S¢ ('.-\.‘u-.o{ v e L oLea> {;;—.gi 5(- 5

—”TA Mi Iwﬁ..c (_ '2 Ly j,ah((.) P C cleo A Seuen
le spécialiste longues distances : 'c‘7 "‘ A(h/a G ("C‘PCZ(( k{‘ J(c/ . € PA &f‘}'fp‘r
fo

KNill-forb  well documelegd in local hailions.
w"c{kw‘;:‘ec‘l Jeux.-m( ol s’W(fL\Lw el "'-"Ju
puts/\r_w{o_ T shall

D22 fafr({ (48 nie ouni ey |:
[9-:,(}(0(&(0

'l'(u(; &f&u n«é M'w:(,[ Cvd he S"'uft-tj

what I new tguing Iis @ b éfaujnﬁ }-,:j {f
e aling to Lkawa (m(‘ Joh J&MHJ A&laa

he B, MmSeww) A emiralh Archwws iy
(Sfﬂ W efcv"do)J onel o fewo  cofle e Tono
(Pacwsler, Jrc) Mr Recd hao prf?w!

™ A SEAt ]‘3

Swg ?M’_f’fl

’CW " f{?:—\,
in Canabms
7 [ f’)t‘ 14 Fn,\n-\kr C@-\M m 1921 Ora M2 i“o L Ctn =% L C fa e g‘uj

K ane FC f 2 (’ Jf[).aw b "/-.\_, ’L:z..';; '(/f Al 'f{[,’/.J or s

ri.bﬁwa T~ {-’IK, i

|f tJ AN A{«A{, (/‘h-.j Gd\,zr gl*jjm D L Eerm nl\,j

levant :
Meﬁn I'Jmio hS}V(l I”(AF-{‘/D w UK. I weuld b W“‘J
P ["' 2 r‘{_’,\. E," !'L-" o {;-0% E];C‘i/\_, & ."‘L e T {’h /{_,
Wil ke }q,‘[,(w[ w'ﬁ*‘L\, "A.( RARR ‘—SM]JH Anel, T

ﬂt*.-: l’(‘l(«'ng?( 1, P—— [:j L”)J"f’\-v\-j .
F _n" (/'V)k, }’l{jw /LE' (F;MMJ!JQ, Btf’(—\k/

mally ,  dowe
o e L\.P—-r\_/ _{' (n‘(f'[/l F“.(’\ C“/D)‘aﬂw

i Cﬂmlv'w} (xfo.-«.i-]

Chim, (’%0} Vanco & L'f (NM? ’F,e,,zc ) {n_, ncu;éq) }
H I)lm Ikmf' ﬂ'ﬂn) fh({/) )] H\ 7&(,1 anel 751“— (jc‘«‘ob ,',,ﬁ(‘j
[N C]L-C(l }u’a”/— (?h(( }‘u'cu\(., ) S
'ﬂﬁ('t
AN G 2 3 S Gt %4‘""”"’

MEou:: BQQCL 'V PuRd . Pio.



P g I ‘3)‘)(}}.’ )2*:.- ‘s))t,v., {(!;17 J:]M&}g_.; .J,l n.\
HL.- 5’}/1 fr'a, 3 !"IL-‘JT"( [l,, !f\,j }-“c ﬂf/’w {"
e John % Yoos gocd self,

e Jfo')f 15;" J_ J'ﬁ é.k ﬂff) a f'uf;/f'av
;b—-\ Hwﬁ,k ’*&4‘:1(( i oteler h’, ”’7)9-*"4@__&

: |
el L,J }7& ~ !/\ 74 tﬁhd"aj_(" .
¢

i,



1.
PRIOLIMINARY RAEPORT ON AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF NORTHERN LAU, FIJI.

In February, 1975, the University of Adelaide offered me a position as Research
Assistant in the History Devartment. I was immediately responsible to Dr. John M.R.
Young, initiator and director of a long-term study of the Culture History of the
Lau Islands. The avpointment, which I took up in Adelaide on March 3rd, 1975, was
for the remainder of 1975 with the possibility of renewal if warranted.

The objectives of this appointment were:

1. to conduct a field survey of archaeological sites in islands of northern Lau;

2. to make arrangements for two archaeologists from the University of Auckland to
commence archaeological investigations on Lakeba and other recommended islands
as early as practicable in 1975.

March and April were spent in Adelaide studying published works, documents,
theses, and Fijian language; May and June were spent in Auckland studying
documents, language, and making arrangements with Professor Roger C. Green for
extended archaeological investigations in Lau under his direction. At this point,
Auckland University was prepared to provide two trained archaeologists and field
equipment for a period of three months; Adelaide University expected to provide
financial support for this ezpanded field programme as soon as possible after
September 4st, 1976; I intended to overlap and aid the archaeologists for one
month after their arrival in Lau.

I spent July in Suva studying further documentary materials, fitting out the
field expedition, arranging finance and shipping. Five days of this period were
spent as a research assistant to Fijian anthropologist Asesela Ravuvu conducting
his own research in the Vainimala valley, Viti Levu. For a visitor, wishing to
conduct field research in rural areas, such an opportunity was invaluable for
observing and participating in customary Fijian ceremonies in the company of .
person versed in Fijian custom. My debt and appreciation to Asesela Ravuvu is
inestimable.

Afet several false starts owing to cancelled or deferred shipping, a passage
was taken in M.V. Akatere to Lomaloma, Vanuabalavu, which was reached on August
3rd, 1975. Here a small furnished Lau-style house was kindly offered by Adi Seka
and used as a base for surveys of Vanuabalavu and surrounding islands. Customary
respects (sevusevu) were paid to Ratu Josefo Pulea, holder of the title Ravunisa
to whom my—thanks are due for generous assistance and advice.

A start was then made recording local histories and migrations associated with
major Lomaloma title-holders and a guide employed to lacate known former settlement
sites in the area. *

Namalata island was visited on August 16th, 1975. An interview with Luke Valili
was recorded, and several pottery-bearing sites located and recorded.

An opportunity to visit Katafaga island, 21 sea miles to the South=-east.of
Lomaloma was accepted on August 19th, 1975. My thanks are due to plantation
manager, Luke Senico and Adi Seka for their consideration, interest and kind
hospitality. Five days were spent surveying the small island which yielded nine
unknown_sites, four of which contained potsherds on the surface.

Tuvuca }sland, nine sea miles from Katafaga and about 22 sea miles South-south-
easSt of Vanuabalavu, was visited in the Katafaga launch and accommodation found
in the house of an absent methodist minister. Customary respects were paid to
Sailosi Tukana, acting Ramasi title-holder; an account of Tuvucd history and local

place-names was recorded (on tape) from Bera Maukakalap and Master Emosi Tikoale
later posted me answers to historical questions put by him on my behalf to
SeEareki JYaga, the island's representative (yvakanivanua) to government.

Seven major known sites were located, two of them were hill-forts situated over
700' in rugged, bush-covered limestone ridges, and one other a deep limestone cave
containing fresh water and an abundance of potsherds. Simione Namoka and Zmosi
Tikoale are commended for their unreserved assistance and ability to locate these

10 . e,
I am most grateful to Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara, Tui Nayau and Tui Lau for the
opportunity to work in Lau, and to Dr. John Young and Professor Roger Green

for persistent encouragement and support.
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sites. Tuvuca island has no regular sea transport so an opportunity to return with
Captain K.B. Singh to Lomaloma on 31st August was seized without completing a
thorough survey of the island.

The seas off Munia were too rough to effect a landing on my behalf and I was
carried on to Malaka, Vanuabalavu, from where I walked to Lomaloma.

Five days were employed at Lomaloma assessing and writing up the results of the
first four weeks field work in Lau, and on the 6th September I was offered a passage
to Kanacea island in the plantation launch Seniniu by courtesy of the plantation
manager, John Smithe.

Kanacea is owned by Messrs Morris Hedstrom Ltd of Suva, and has no native village
nor indigenous population on the island, yet 20 former settlement and archaeological
sites were recorded, 16 of which yielded surface potsherds. A talk on archaeology
was given in the local school and my work explained in detail to the teachers. A
large map of Kanacea revised by £.F, Kaad in 1962 was copied and used as a base-map
for current place-names.

The Kanacea launch took me to Naitauba island, 15 sea miles to the N.N.E. on
September 6th, an island owned by Raymond Burr of the U.S.A, The manager, Solomone
Finau, had not received my formal request to visit the plantation yet tolerated my
intrusion without objection. Seven sites were located in three days without guides
and burial cave-sites were visited with some voluntary aid from plantation

labourers.
On Monday 15th September, I accompanied the Naitauba boat Salaseini to Vanuabalavu

where the manager kindly put me ashore on Yavea island, now home of 19th century
refugees from Munia island. Here the village officer and his wife, Peni Wagalevu and
Waikolo xindly put me up, and Levaci Koto escorted me to known sites, seven of which
were recorded in two days. The customary offering of yaqona was made to Mesakebese,
the Tui Munia, and his account of the history and movements of his people recorded on
tape. A list of place-names and a sketch-map of both Yavea and Munia Islands were
prepared,

On 17th September, the Yavea Cooperative launch dropped me at Mavana village,
Vanuabalavu where Semi Babitu and his wife Leba generously offered me a home and
assistance with my work. Known traditions were recorded and some sites located. I
spoke to senior pupils of the Mavana school about Pacific prehistory and benefited
from stimulating discussions with the Principal, Master Kini. On hearing that a
medical survey was imminent I returned to Lomaloma in time to join the f,v. Vuniwai
to Cikobia=-i-Lau island.

The village officer, Olita Temo, kindly offered hospitality and being the younger
brother of the Tui Cikobia, gave an account (taped) of the migrations and former
settlements of the Cikobia people. A list of place-names and a sketch map were
recorded. Valuable discussion came from head-teacher , Livai of Nayau Island; classes
on archaeology and English language were given in the Cikobia school. Ten sites were
located between 26th and 28th September andon Monday 29th September a small Cikobia
dinghy was chartered to Munia Island.

Munia is a freehold plantation owned by the Steinmetz estate and I wish to record
my gratitude to Grace (Fome) Steinmetz and Martial McCutcheon for generous hospitality
and assistance with the survey. Four sites were located, and the extensive hill-fort,

Delaiyatova, carefully surveyed and mapped.
On Saturday 4th October, I returned to Lomaloma to collect mail and stores and went

to Susui island on the following day. B
Hesd-teacher Suliasi Talakai Naulivou and his wife Litia Sokidi made me very

welcome in their home and Naulivou took an active interest in my work. Customary

yagona was presented to the Tui Susui who, backed by local elders, discussed local

history and place-names each evening round the kava bowl. A sketch-map of Susui was

made together with a list of current place-names. Some seven archaeological sites

were recorded including an elaborate nill-fort. The Susui launch was taken to Lomalomg

on Yednesday &th October in order to press on with the survey of Vanuabalavu island,.
Fieldwork strategy to this date had been to complete as many off-shore islands as

possible when shipping was available, leaving Vanuabalavu island, the latrgest island,

until last. Thus, a survey of nine islands was made from August 19 to October 8th

and a start already made on Vanuabalavu island at Mavana and Lomaloma villages.

The field programme required that I be at Lakeba island or meet the Auckland

archaeologists in Suva by November 1st. It seemed most likely that I would have to
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return to Suva by ship in order to reach Lakeba so I planned to spend a little over
two weeks of October working on Vanuabalavu and to take the first vessel to Suva
after October 25th.

On Saturday 11th October, I returned to Mavana village to survey sites in the far
north of Vanuabalavu. Master Kini, Lepani Maue, and Semi Babitu recorded useful
accounts and listed land tracts and place-names. All known local sites were visited.

On October 15th I transferred to Mualevu village where Inoke Cati offered
hospitality and every assistance. Yaqona was offered to Ratu Seru Poama Colo Vanua,
the Tui Mavana, and his account of local history recorded on the spot. Rupeni Tiko
of the yavusa Yaro and Inoke Cati of the yavusa Nadave kindly gave their accounts
later.

On Saturday 18th October, I moved to Daliconi where Samisoni and Asinate Kali
offered me a room in their house. That same day, headteacher Semi Racidara took me
to Qilagila jsland, Adavaci island, and to Nab&vatu Estate on Vanuabalavu in his
boat. Eroni B. Sekoula of Daliconi escorted me to the rugged summit of uninhabited
yet once occupied Qilagila. Yaqona was offered to the Tui Daku that evening and his
account of local history was discussed. Known sites in the Daliconi area were
visited on Sunday, and on Monday I spoke to Daliconi schoolchildren about
archaeology. Although the survey of known Daliconi sites was uncompleted, I took
advantage of a chance vehicle to return to Lomaloma where I learned that a govcrnmenﬂ
vessel bound for Lakeba was due on October 22nd. The M,V, Ramarama sailed from

Lomaloma at 5 a.m, on 23rd October and reached Tubou, Lakeba at 2 p.m. the same day.

A large house was rented from Setuata Peni and Pauline Lupe to whom I am thankful
for many kindnesses. Contacts were made with Tubou leaders and a preliminary survey
undertaken.

A formal lecture on archaeology and prehistory was delivered at the Ratu Finau
Primary School by courtesy of headmaster Senikau, and less formal talks on the same
subject to pupils and teachers of the Tubou Junior Secondary School. Some weeks
later I addressed staff and pupils of the Waciwaci District School and the Uluigalau
District Schools on Lakeba. Population figures were kindly made available b{ Doctor
Savou and the Family Planning Nurse; and climatic statistics by the meteorologist.
Heavy rains coincided with the arrival of Simon Best of Auckland on 14th November
and the following two weeks saw over 12" of rain fall. Simon led the site surveying
programme which yielded over 160 sites, many of which were unknown to local
inhabitants and unrecorded in local traditions.

Meanwhile we recorded local traditions and place-names from the eight villages of
Lakeba and started test excavations in sites reputed to be the first settlements of
three known migrations to the island: the Tui Lakeba 'people, the Kabarans, the
Levukans.

It was easily decided on the arrival of Simon Best that the ultimate responsibility
and credit for all archaeological work on Lakeba would rest with him, whereas I
would continue to aid the work generally and to record as much oral tradition and
history as possible before leaving,

Rosemary Best arrived on 24th November and cheerfully proceeded to wash and
catalogue potsherds without remuneration. A brief chronology of this period follows:

November 14 Simon Best arrived in Lakeba.
15 To Kedekede hill-fort in heavy rain.

16 To Vagadra rock shelters; heavy rain,

17 Taping song and dance at Kindergarten Fund-raising Festival, Tubou.

18 To Vakano village, 3 days surveying Vakano area.
21,22,23, Surveying sites in Nasagalau village area.

24 Return to Tubou, Rosemary arrives. Rest day.

25 To Waciwaci village, surveying.

26 To coastal sites north of Tubou (Funeral in Waciwaci).
27 To Waciwaci, surveying inland hillsites.

28,29 ditto.

30 To Waitabu village, surveying coastal sites.
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December 1,2. To Nukunuku village, surveying.

January

"Pawpaw Cave." I arranged a one-day visit to Aiwa Island where good

I To Yadrana village, surveying.

4,5 To Vakand village but surveying Nasagalau sites.

6 Return with food, potsherds, gear to Tubou.

7 Rest day, picnic at Wainiyabia.

8 To Nasagalau, surveying coastal sites.

9 Interviewing Mosese Toko on Levuka village. .
10,11 Survey of Levuka village, mapping, sherd collection.

12 Coastal sites of Nasagalau and rock-shelters of Vagadra.

13 Spend whole day acquiring food from Waitabu, Nukunuku, Vakand.
14  Excavating at Nabaogo.

15 Move gear to Vakano, prepare for excavations.

16  Excavating at Ligau.

17,18,19 ditto.

20 Return to Tubou with food and gear.

21 (Sunday) Writing and preparing Levuka map.

23  Charles Hunt and family arrive. (Director Fiji Museum).

24  Fish-drive, to Levuka.

25 End of 9th week in Lakeba.

7 Charles Hunt leaves for Suva.

29 Michael Rowland arrives from New Zealand.

) From December 23 to 31, I concerned myself showing Charles Hunt over the
island and a sample of the sites. From January 1st to 15th, I aided Michael

Rowland by helping to clear tracks on Kedekede, and Simon Best by excavating
samples of

pottery were retrieved.

When I left Lakeba on January 15th, I had spent 29 weeks in Fiji, of which
22 were spent in the Lau Islands and 12 on Lakeba. Y/hen I applied for a one-
month extension to my six-month research permit I was given a further six months
i.e. to June 30, 1976.

Ten days were spent in Suva, most of which
of pottery and stone tools at the Fiji Museum. I departed Suva by S.S.
on 25th January, having spent 30 weeks L days in Fiji. February was spent in
Auckland, sorting and describing potsherds and in writing survey reports of

which this is the first.
Garth A, Rogers. ' éau
-

were employed studying collections
Arcadia
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DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE and Consumer Affairs

n B AUSTRALIAN RESEARCH GRANTS COMMITTEE.
SCARBOROUGH HOUSE, PHILLIP.

. P.0.BOX 449. WODEN. A.C.T. 2606.

Bt Telephone: 832211. Telegrams: DEPSCIENCE. Telex: AA62484.

!

ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO THE SECRETARY, AUSTRALIAN RESEARCH GRANTS COMMITTEE.
IN REFPLY PLEASE QUOTE:

Mr H.,E., Maude,
77 Arthur Circle,
FORREST, A.C.T. 2603

Dear Mr Maude,

Thank you for your letter of 17 June 1975.

The points made in your letter have been
noted and the members of the appropriate committee
informed.

Yours sincerely,

/fﬁ‘,' /
__,_‘.-';ﬁ'- L :"'3_“__1?-_._ c:/’?
(K.E. Creech) *,
Secretary to the Committee




17 Arthur Circle,
Forresty A«CaTan 2603,
17th June, 1975,

Mr K.Ees Creech,

Australian Research Grants Committee,
P.0. Box 449, WUODEN,

A. Co T. 2606,

Dear Mr Creech,

A71/17789 - History of the Lau Islands

1 am writing in support of Dr J.M.R. Young's request,
made in his letter of the 30th May, that the sum of §917.40
to cover the return fares of Prof@esor Roger Green and tuo
archaeologists from Auckland to Lakeba, in connexion with the
fieldwork on this project, might be provided as a supplement-
ary grant for 1975 instead of during 1576.

When I originally wrote to the Australian Research
Grants Committee in support of this project, on the 24th
July, 1971, I stressed its importance as the first inter-
disciplinary investigation to be undertaken intoc the cultural
history of a marginal arsa of critical importance in Pacific
studies: 'the richest locale for the study of culture change
to be found in the Pacific Islands'.

Knowing something of the practical difficulties which
lay ahead of any team working in such an inaccessible and
politically sensitive area I have been very heartened by the
way in which these have been surmounted by the project leader
and co-ordinator, Dr Young, who has succeeded in building and
navigating his oun deep-sea vessel to provide the essential
inter-island transport and, with tact and patience, has over-
come the initial suspicions and hostility of the Fiji Govern-
ment .

The Lau Islands project now shows every sign of becoming
an unguestioned success: an international, inter-University
and inter-disciplinary study in which the Australian National
University, the University of Auckland and the University of
the South Pacific are all now interested participants with
the University of Adeddide, the field personnel including
archaeologists, ethnohistorians and documentary historians
from Australia, Fiji, Great Britain and New Zealand.
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Important, too, from a practical standpoint, is the
fact that the Fiji Government, which has recently been
adopting a rather antipathetic stance towards expatriate
research projects, has given its bgessipng to this particular
study owing to its particular value to the Fijian people.

I have had detailed discussions with Professor Green
on all aspects of the Lau Islands project and am satisfied
that whether or not its initial sucecess is now followed up
and brought to an equally successful conclusion will largely
depend on whether he is enabled to visit Lakeba in August
as an official guest of the Prime Minister to reassure him
as to 'the political and other implications of the research
still to be undertaken'.

I very much hope, therefore, that you can see your way
to sanctioning the supplementary grant requested, which will
not only ensure the completion of a research project so well
begun, by enabling Professor Green to finalize matters with
Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara personally and also arrange for and
direct the participation of his two post-graduate scholars,
who will otherwise have to look for another arsa (presumably
in New Zealand) for their doctoral research. It would be
unfortunate, indeed, if Messrs Rowland and Best were compelled
to go elsewhere, since it could not fail to have an adverse
effect on the outcome of the investigation, which must essen-
tially be based on skilled and time-consuming archaeological
fieldworke.

Yours sincerely,

H.E. Mauds.




OF ADELAIDE

ADELAIDE, SOUTH AUSTRALIA, 5001
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

30th May, 1975.

Professor H.E. Maude,
77 Arthur Circle,
FORREST. A.C.T. 2603

Dear Harry,

This is a copy of a letter which I am sending to the A.R.G.C. to ask for some
money in advance to send Roger Green to Lakeba. The trouble is that the inter-
view committee don't even get to Adelaide until 18 August and they don't
announce the 1976 grants until much later.

Would you be kind enough to send a supporting letter to Mr. Creech, giving
particular support to my statements in the last paragraph - if you think them
justified. I am asking Jack Golson to do the same in the hope that this
opportunity will not be lost simply because it does not fit in with the normal

procedures of the A.R.G.C.

J.M.R. Young
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Mr. E.F., _reesch,; -
Austral.an Research Grants Ca-.!.ttﬁf
F.0. Box 443,

WODEN.  A.Cuf. 2606

Desy Mr. Creech,
AT1/17788 ~ HA
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND SCIENCE

AUSTRALIAN RESEARCH GRANTS COMMITTEE
P.0. BOX 826, CANBERRA CITY, A.C.T. 2601
TELEPHONE 81 7211.

€ JUL 1973

2y, AUSTRALIA b
st

PROFESSOR R. STREET
CHATIRMAN

I should like to thank you for your help
to the Committee with this year's assessment
program. As I am sure you will appreciate,
assessors’' judgements play an important role in
the framing of the Committee's decisions.

) Projects approved for support in 1974
will be announced by the Commonwealth Minister
for Science in October this year.

&?\G—w«.

(R. Street)

PL\&{E?IﬁbMQ@)

77 Arthurlirete,
Focest, C', i



This is a study whieh Pacifie historians have been endesveuring to find semeone
to undertake for at least the past decade. Its importance lies in the fact that the
1au Islands represent the marches between ‘elanesia and Polynesis, where a presumed
autochthonous Melanesian population coming from F'iji has been overlaid, to s varying
extent, by Polynesian invaders from Tongas'” The mmhlgam has in turn been affected by
cnltaral influences intreduced by luropean beachcombers, missionaries, traders and
planters.’

The Lan Greup represents, therefore, probably the rickest locale for the study
of culture change to be found in the Facific Islands, since the agents of change
represent here not only the occupational categoriee to be found elsevhere in the
Pacifie but also a superimposed immigrant race which has both dominated and blended
with the indigenous population. ' i

1t is essentially an inter-disciplinary study, wherein lies much of ita impord-
ance and at the same time its difficulty, for recent archaeclegieal findings in Fiji
and Tonga (and in Lau by Colin Smart) suggeat that culture change has been taking place
from long hefore the beginning of documentary history, a conelusion which is reinforced
by the evidence of oral tradition. The investbgater must, therefore, combine in his
research the techniques used by, and take advantage of the results achieved by, arch-
acologista, ethnbhistorians, anthropologists, economiats and historians proper if he
is to present a balanced picture of social dynamics frem the settlement of the Greoup
to the present day,

_ The project was first formulated in 1971 but it has been ecensiderably improved
since then by the inclusion of Mr A.C. leid, together with at least five pest-graduate
students, in the research team, the practical suppert for the undertaking received
from the University of the South Paecifie, and the provision of inter-island trans-
portation,

I have known Yr Reid persenally for many years as a scholarly and research-
minded administrator with an unrivalled first-hand knewledge of the Lauan people and
their traditienal histery. Some years age I supported his for a iteseareh Yellowehip
in Paeific history in the Hesearch Scheol of Pacifie Studies at the Anstralian “ational
University, to werk on the hiateriecal relations between Tiji, Lau and Tonga, & propesal
which was prevented by bis appeintment as Fritish Commiesioner and Consul te the
Kingden of Tonga, where he incidentally gained further knowledge on the Tengan back-
ground to relations with Lan. ‘'r Reid was net enly a former Distriet Commissioner
in the Lau Group, as well as in many distriets of Fiji proper, but {s a fivent speaker
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and writer of Fijian (including the lauan dialect) and served for some time as
Tleadmaster of the Queen Victoria School for Fijian Chiefs, His accession will
ensure the support of the Fijian administration and secure the co-operation of
the Chiefs, officidls and people of Lau, so essential to the success of the scheme.

The engagement of a number of Adelaide Univeraiiy research scholars on the
projeect, either as the main or a secondary part of their theses, bas converted the
original propesal into a genuinely mmlti-disciplinary team undertaking, especially
as the participants possess a wide diversity of specialized interests inecluding
bistory, prehistory, ethnohistory, anthropelegy, economics, psychology and peolitical
science. It seems probable that others (possibly from other Universities), with
their own specialized expertise, will be anxious to participate once the project
becomes known, while the support of the Professor of Pacific Studies at the iniver-
wity of the South Pacifiec, Dr I.G. Crocombe, will ensure the collaboration of a
‘number of Fijian specialists possessing a ready entrée into Lauan society.

tn a visit to Fiji T was sssured, in conversations with Dr Rusiate Nayacakalou
of the Fiji Covernment, that properly conducted research of this character, designed
to be of value to Fiji as well as to Pacific studies as a whole, would be welcomed
by the administration, while Mr J.B, Palmer, Director of the Fiji Museum, indicated
the willingness of his stalf and himself to assist in the archaeological side of
any such work, )

I was frankly somewhat sceptical as to the value of Dr Young's home-built
boat as a serious contribution to the success of the enterprise, bnt on a recent
visit to Adelaide I not only had an opportunity of meeting the proposed participants
in the preject but of inspecting the vessel on which they pmiend to rely for part
at least of their transportation requirements. * laving spent wuch of my early life
voyaging in the Paeific Tslands on small craft I can vouch for the faet that it ie
well—designed and competently built and perfectly capable of sailing in safety to
and between the islands of the Lan Greup. ,

In short, this is a well-conceived and eminently feasible research project

whiech sheuld provide an outetanding eontribution to our knowledge of the histery of
man in the lLau Islands and the environmental, political, social and economic forces
which have influenced his development from the earliesti times to the present day.
In the wider field of historical studies it should vot only fill in ome of the major
geps in our understanding ef regional history but prove of methedelogieal importance
in bringiog, for the firat time, a multi-disciplinary approach to bear on a specific
historiecal problem,

From my personal knowledge of Dr J.',R. Young since he first ceme to Adelaide
University as well as from having read all his published work, I am convinced that
he has the ability, enthusiasm and flexibility to undertake the work and carry it
to & euccessful conclusion. As a specialist in the history of Fiji he is already
wellogrounded in the basic problems which he will have to deal with, and 1 believe
that be will have ne diffiemlty in guiding and directing the work of his colleagues
and in collsting their research as an integrated symposium for publieation,
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As regards the four peints mentioned in yeur letter of the 8th June:=
(a) The project is original. Wo detailed historical werk has been undertaken

in the Lau Islegnds, and ne research in the social sciences involving a

similar multi-disciplinary approach has been done anywhere else in the
Paelfic Islands,

(b) The project is Soasidle. .

(¢) The investigator is well—qunalified and competent to direct the project and
to carry out his share of the field and documentary research,

(d) The financial support requested appears to be the minimum possible for
enabling the project to be carried out, on the assumption that the
provision of ?13,323 for Rescarch (2 Research Assistants) relates to

aalaries for “r Reid and Mr Cale,
B

H . mdl.
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND SCIENCE

ﬁ%‘}‘}‘lﬁf_&’:"
AUSTRALIAN RESEARCH GRANTS COMMITTEE
P.0. BOX 826, CANBERRA CITY, A.C.T. 2601
TELEPHONE 81 7211
1/ PROFESSOR R. STREET = & JUl 077

CHATRVMAN
Dear Mr Maude,

The Australian Research Grants Committee is responsible for
recommending selected Australian research projects for support by the
Commonwealth Government, In selecting for support the best projects
and the mos: outstanding applicants in the various disciplines, the
Committee, where 2r necessary, refers the project to persons expert in
the particular field for a confidential and independent report.

I am writing to ask whether you would be kind enough to help
the Committee by looking over the attached papers. If you agree to do
so it would be most helpful if you would make your reports on the enclosed
form, (The kind of information and the ratings the Committee is looking
for is indicated on the back of the form). I would be grateful if you
would return this by 29 June 1973 or as soon as possible thereafter.

I would like to make some comments ccncerning the important
role played by assessments in the selection of projects to be supported.
The Australian Research Grants Committee consists of only seventeen
members but receives applications from investigators working in all fields
except medical and dental research. The Committee must therefore play the
part of a jury and consider the evidence before it. Consequently the
evidence (assessments) of expert witnesses is of prime importance. You
will appreciate that the Committee would not be assisted by a report which

only mentioned the good features of the applicant and his project. Therefore

your frank comments on the attached papers would be appreciated as your
opinion will influence heavily the final decisions made on the projects
concerned.

It would be especially helpful if you could make your comments
with the following points in mind:

(a) As far as you are aware, is the project original?

(b) Is the project (as stated) feasible

(¢) Is the investigator competent to carry out what he is proposing
() 1Is the financial support requested realistic and justified?

(This point need not affect your rating of the project or the
investigator).

bo aif



If you would prefer not to make this assessment please let me
know as soon as possible and, if possible suggest suitable alternmative

assessors, In this event the papers should be returned to the Secretary
of the Committee,

The Committee considers these reports to be strictly confidential
and does not release the names of assessors. A payment of $A10 is made
to cover expenses connected with each assessment.

Your assistance would be greatly appreciated.

Yours sincerely.

C eeit
/;’%

(R, Street)

Mr H.E. Maude,
77 Arthur Circle,
FOREST. I o I L
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AIMS, RESEARCH PLAN. JUSTIFICATION OF BUDGET
AND RELEVANT PUBLICATIONS

{See notes on pages 1 and 2)

(Please see attached).

T
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ATIS
The aim of this project is to produce a history of - the Tau group,

whe eastern part of Fiii, from the beginnings of human activily to the
present day. To do thi i1l need %o use the methods and appreaches not
orily of history, but also of economics, social anthropology and archzeologye.
We want to make a conbribution to Fijian and Pacific history generally vhich
will be of value %o the pecple of the Pacific Islands and in particular to
students at the University of the South Pacific and we propose to publish
our results in Fijian as well as in English.

et

E

_HETICDS

As far as possible, we intend Ho involve research students from Fiji
in the work of research and production. The book vhich will eventually

result will thus ba the werk of a number of undifferentiated euthers, scme
from Adelaide and others from Fiji. The reason for this is pyartly because
it is a practical way of satisfying the reasonable demands of the Piji
government that research should be of value to the Fijien community - as a
cordition of granting a research permit. ZEven more important, however is our
belief that it will enable us to overcome the difficulties which Australians
wouldl otherwise experience in understending another culturc. Collaboration
with indigenous scholars will enable us to produce results which will stand
a much better chance of surviving ths re-appraisals of the fubwre than would

be the case without such azssistance,

We regard the divisions between the various relevant disciplines asg

being for our purposes, distincticns between methods rather than the matter

of investigation: the past working and changing of Lauan society, and ve
intend to nse whatever methods seem most appropriate for the problems which
will arise., Oral tpaditions, for example, will provide a valuable source, but
while some of those have been written down as ‘evidence' in various contexts,
and have thus become 'documents' other tradilions, sometimes conflicting ones,
have not. There will be cases where such conflicts can be resolved or
illumirated by archaeological investipgation, and other cases where excavabtion

mey illuminate economic or technological change. In modern times, problems
of econcmic developuent and the effects on the group: of population pressure
and urban migration ece also subjects which lend themselves to an inter-
disciplinary approach.

The Adelaide based participants will include J. Young, A.C. Reid,

¥, Gale, P, McGrath, I.D. Campbell and B, Knapman. Others may be included
in the future. Some of vs are working on theses of our v, and our Work
on thig project will merely constitutc a part of the whole which remains
our primary concern. Others are working on thesis topics which lie wholly
within the project, and A.C., Reid and J. Young will be working solely on the
project. Each of us will meke it cur aim to secure the co-operation of
Fijian collaborators and %o give thes every assisiance towards producing
work of their own., A1l of us, with the excepbtion of A.C. Reid, intend to
visit Fiji for this purpose at various times this year. Detailed -

arrengements with Fijian collaborators have thus yet to be made, though
we expect to create opportunitica for at least six local researchers.
A%t the momeat it looks as though secticns of the research work may be
distributed among the Adelaide participanta as followse

Perticlipant Vork on Lauv project Personal Objective

: 1
The earliest tracesof human

e L O gl

————

4.6, Ried Geneologies and Oral traditvlons Fall-time participation
for the period 1000 A,D., ~ 1850 on this projest,

JME, Young A survey of villege aites and Tull~tine participation
Portifications 4o supplenent on this projoct,

oral aud docusentary evidencs
| for the pericd 1000 .- f




fy

____Perticivent Werk on Lau Preject Personzl. Cbjective
I.D, Cazmpbell Early culture contacts with Ph.D., thesis on the
beacheombers and traders, Pacific Eeacheomber,
J.JiL.R., Young IHsaionsrary activity in Lau, end Pull-time on this
4.0, Ried the relaticnship between Tongan project.
3., Pacch jmperialism end religious change
18%5-1868
BE. Knapman Beonomic activity in pre-Suropean Ph,D. thesis on Ecenomic

times and changes brought about as| Change in Laue
4 result of western contact

1820-1973

J.M.R. Young This Planter Gemmunity, land alien- Full~time on this
ation anl political change 1850~ project.
1900
M. Galeh' The BEsteblishment and Vorking of ¥.A./Ph.D. thesis on
the Fijian administration in Lau Fijian politics in the
1875-1970 20th century.

F. McGrath Demographic change in the 20th M.A./Ph.D. on the
century and the results of effects of urbanisation
pigration to Suva etce on Leuvan society.

FOOTNOTES

y This section of the project will be dependent on collaboration with the
staf? of the Fiji luscum, which I hope to arrange this August.

2 This is also largely dependent on the help of the Fiji Museunm,

%, ° Miss Paocch has just completed a B.A. Honours thesis on 'Thomas Jaggar

and the Fiji Weslyan Mission 1838-49'. Her ability to further her
rescarch next yoar will depend on her final result this yecar.

lis Mr, Gale is at preserlt en M.A., qualifying student,

I have just been informed that we have failed to gain AR.G.C. support
this year under the special provisions for multidisciplinary projects, bub worlc
has nevertheless continued. We have gained the co-cperation of the Adelaide
University Language Laboratory and of two Fijians resident in Adelaide who are
producing a coursec in the TFijian lsnguoage at the expense of the History
Departmeni UR.G. AlL the Adelaide participants are lesrning the language,
and ¥r, Campbell, Miss McGrath and r, Knepmsn have applied to appropriate
bodies for funds to go to Fiji ond proceed with their Tiell work later this
year, Mr. Gale' is over 25 and therefore ineligible for a Commonwealth
Scholarship. He will be going to Fiji this year at his oWn eXpense.

Since I have dpeen told that this epplication has been unsuccessful for

this year I have also applied for U.R.G., funds to make a rrdliminary viai
to Fiji in August. I have also, on whe adiice of Pofesser R& &
Crocombe, made contact with Mr, A.Ca Ried, G.McGe 0uVe0oy mow in Scotland
& . voteran of the Fijian administration and & personal friend of the Tul
Nayou, Ratu Sir Kamisgese Mara, the present vremier of Fiji. He lLag been
working for many years on a history of the leading Dyrasty of the lau group.
He wriltes: j

1T heve been collecting geneclogies, oral treditions and personal
reminiscencea for years, bul the i
has had to wait.for retireuent.
realised thet a lone individual ossas needed an academio
work of thig nature if it were o be worbhwliile
contacting Hon Crocoirbe aloub the pogsibilities of

at the U.8.F. but at the time there was nothing avail




Your letter, coming oub of the blue, has revived my
hopes and I would indeed be most happy to collaborate with
yous I would think thav my parbicular interest in the Ia.
dynasty and its connections could well £i% inta your gensral
pattern, I found your proposad appreach guite stirudating
and likely to p:rcduce the definibive worl which the lau

group meritse -

'
bk

Mr, Rizd is an experienced Fijian linguist, and was Tormerly Chairman of the

- Board of Examipers in Fijian., His knowledge and experience will be of great
value to the younger participants while his standing in the Fijian community will
be inveluable for the success of the whole project. He will be in Australia

in the early part of 1974 and I would like to apply on his behalf for .return
fares to Fiji and a salary for an initial period of ons yeare I will ask him

to apply Ho you persoually s0 that you will be able to defermine the appropriate
salary level. Mr. Cale is also without support and I should like bo make &

similar application for him.

8
£
5

I.have applisd for study jeave for one year beginning in August 1974, 1
jutend to spend at least the firet six months of this pariod werking full-~tims
on this project, and possibly the rest of my leave ag well. I proposeto
complete the microfilming of relevant source materials in the Fiji Archives
and then to visit all the islands in the Lau group in order to investigate
the most promising archazological sites, coliect oral evidence, and to micrefilm
local government, church, and co-operative society records, The late Professer
J.We Davidson suggested to me that it would be valuable if I could atiend local
governzent meetings at Digtrict and village level, which I shall a2lso do.

TRANSPORT

Lagt August I visited Soubhern Lau in a commercial vessel as described
in the paper which I sent to you in support of my previous application, This
mothod has great disadvantages from the point of view of sustained rescarche.
The choice lies between leaving a particulsr island on the vessel on which you
arrive - after a fow hours in some cases, Or waiting perhaps five or six wesks
for the next one, It might be pogsible to rely on government vessels, bub the
same Aisabilities apply, and in addition there is grave risk of wearing oudb the
weleome which has hitherto teen given by the Fiji government to inereasing
numbers of vieiting academicse

I have therofore spent my spare time during the last two years building
a boat eppeciaily for thc purposes I shall be launching her in Soptember
1973, She is 23' overall, 21° L.W.iss 8' beam and 3%6" draughte She has
sails, an outside ballast keol of 15 cwbe,a five berth cabin and o 4 hepe
diesel auxiliary engine. The Dbest quotetion I have obbained for her shipment
from Adelzide to Suva is $325 (the Nauru Shipping Coe) and I should like to
apply for a grant to cover the cost of getbing her there and baclc.' I wil;j.
attend to her cradling and unloading in Suva myself, While in Fiji she w;:l..'!.
be available as a means of inter-island transport for all the people associated
with the project. ©She will also emble then to be to some extent independent
of Fijian hospitalitye

JUSTIFTCATION OF 1974 BUDGET

1) Trave ,
s) Taves for J.M,R. Young, Adelaide-=Suva return $ 320

b) Fares for A.C. Ried, Adelal ds~Suva return ﬁi 320

¢) Faves for M. Gale, Adalsids-Suva roturn ¥ 220

Ao e i for e g Loy

d) Oost of shipping boat #de LaidesSuvae return B 650

T 1610

ol (fi\;

b

be Ietbor of 30 Mazon 19735

——

conbinucd over baek)
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2 Personnel

Milton Gele
g inveluzble

R AR e L
Uest on indtial grand
s

A1l the Adelzide participants inth
have support alrcody. .0, Ried, 3

to the project, has not, I should 2

to cover an appropriate salary for a perlod of one year with a
possibility of renewal in 1975, the salary to commence from the

date of his departure from Australia to Fiji. M, Gale has an
ubstanding record as an wndergraduate and I have no doubt that hs

will gualify this ycar as a post-graduate researchsbudent, I

should like to apply for a similar salary for him commencing on 1 Jan,
1974, $6323, :

Fiiinn Collaborators.

Those are likely to te local research students with some support

of thecir own. Others myy be gradusates without support, and occasional
finaneial a ssistance may be necessary in any case te cover local
travel, equipment, and mainbenance cosise I should like to make a
detailed application after visiting Fiji in August 1973.

MATNTEIANCE

Digging implements etce ¢ 50
Porteble microfilm camera for local records $ 200
Microfilm $ 200
Portable tape recorder - for collection of $ 100

oral evidence .

FIELD EYPENSES

Fijian hospitality is notoricus, but it is desirable for researchers
to be able to pay for their accommodation and other services in
kind, indeed the Fiji government irsists on adequate funds being
available to researchers befors a research permit is granted.
Living in Suva itself is as expensive as liviny in an Lustralian
city. The participants likely %o be involved in fieldwork: in

1974 are A.C. Red; J.M.Res Young, M, Gale, ¥« ¥cGrath for whom

T would like to ask for the fellowing:

30 days in Suva at $10 per day 3300 % 4 = $1200
90 days in the Lau group at 95 per day $450 x 4 = $1800

When the arrangements with Fijian collaborators have been finalised
it will be necesgsary to make further applications,

PUBLICLTIONS ETC.

J«MeRe Young Frontier Society in Fiji 1858-1873. (PheD. thesis,
Univergsity of . hdelaide, 1968},

IEvanescent fscendancy: The Planter Community
in Fiji'! in J.W. Davidson and D, Scarr (eds.?
Pagific Islands Portraifse

: thnstraliatls Pacific Frontier! Highorical Studisg,
Noe 47, Nove 1966,

" fustralinls Pacific Frontiers Oassell, Mslbourne,

1967

&t A Strategy for en Interdiseiplinary dpproach to
the History of lLau's Typeseript 1972 (I do nob
inbend to atbemst to publish this as publicalticn
could well prejudice ®: of

it describes, ond for whieh this applicntion ig
mdes A copy was enclosed with my carlier applicnie..
iona)

X " PG L
he Bucees bhe sehe

T

hig project is not substantially different from the one for waich I gprllied
for assiastance in Janwivy 1973 May I thoreforc refler your commitbes bto the

i
vefereos' roports you will have already peceivod,
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FOOTHOTES . Te

of Pacific

viscd versicn of

Jo We Davidson *Prcblonms of Pacific His

History (J.P.H.) 7Vol. I 1966. This artic

his inaugural lscture, 'The Study of Pacific Histery! Canberra 1955,
L]

Davidson opa._Cite.s Pe 21

G. Denirg 'Sthno-history in Polynesia': the value of ethno~historical

evidence', J.P.H. ¥ole I, 1966, p. 35.

H. ¥ Wrigh
Herverd,

R, P. Gilson, Samoa 1830-1900. The Politics of a tulti-Culbural
Conrunity. O0,U.P. lMelbeourne, 1970,

P, France, The Charter of the Iand. 0,U.P. 1969,

E.g. Co Jack-Hinton The Saarch for the Islands of Solonon 1567-1E38
Oxford, 1969. N, Gunson, 'Bvangelical lidsslonaries in the South Seas,
4797-1860" (Ph.De AU, 1960). ,

Deryck Searr Fragments of Fopire: A Histery of the Western

Pacific Hish Conmission 1877-1914 Canberra, 1967,

TR, Young, 'Frontier Socicty in Fiji 1858-1873° (Ph.D. Adelaide, 1968).
Dorcthy Shineberg They Ceme For Sandalwood: A Study of the Sandalwood
Trade in the Scuth Tost Pacific 1630-10065, Melbourne, 1967,

G, Dening op. Cite, Pe 25

Davidson op cite, Pe 1.

Dr., 8. Latukefu of the University of Papua and New Guinea claims

the existence of a well established oral tradition of a mid-pacific
Tongan enpire in the twelfth century which involved Sanmoa, Lau,

Wallis, Tutuna and Rotunch. The Tongan invasions of Fiji in the
early nincteenth century nay thus be scen as an atterpt to ne—establish
forper doninance.

Ancther, of course, is student cxchange. A scheme for this has been
proposed.

J. C. Beagleholc (ed.) The Vesanes of Jarwss Cook, Vol. Il The
Rescluticn and Adventure 1772~1775. (Cacbridge 1661 )«

W. Cary Vrecked cn the Fecjoes. Hantuckeb, 1928, .
P. Dillon wmarrative and Successful result of a Voyzgme in the South
Seas Performed by ovder of the Covermment of British India to
hscertnin the acturl fate of Ia Percuse & expediticn, London, Hurst

Chance, & Coey 1829,
J. H, Baglestone, '‘he Voyage of the Peru' ( a xerox typescript in
the Paprr Srith Library of the original in the Peaboldy Museu:n) o

M, Wallis, Iife in Teciee or Five Years mmong the Canuibals by a Lady,
republication by Grogg Press Dna N.J. 1961 De 519. Hiss dusen Pacech,
& history finsl honours student in AAdelzide has chosen Thomus Jagger

as a subjest for her thesis.

D. Searr 'Cakobau ond Maafu';, in J. W, Davidson and D. Scarr {eds.)

Pacific History Portreits, pe. 111,

The wreeords of the Aneriean Consulate begin in 1846, those of the
British Consulsate in 1858, They contrin records of land sales and
other transacticns, dispatchoes to and from the Foredpn OO

e T I T S e I e Dl T i i DG B & B " s T, Pres w2} = o T =3 -
AneLuairng snael X GO ta and Tatbers o and Prorn 1oecal sebhlers 2

Fijian chiefs, and the King of Tonga.
See above, note 10

Piji Pimes, 11 Jammry 1871,
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As M. Hocart - Lau Islonds, Fiji., Bernice P, Bis
1629,

Heonclulw

L. Thom
1le

Binl i 6’“

R. Vosabals 15 COnVer
AP, and P,J, Lessgin
1lilzge dn Fijie. Universi

A
L

Deryck Scarr !'Croditors and
Social and Beoncric History of Fiji!

Persconal comouniecaticn frem Mo,

I rogard Dr, L“tukei*u erticle
their velve in Historical
pe. 135 T,
with Tonga,

‘Oral

and many of the people ar
Dening op. cit., p. 25.
Hocart, op.cit., pe 3.

R. Suggs The Hidden Vorlds of Polyne

Resenrch in
as particularly valuable because

in Elegy fronm the
104, ns 1e

of Hennings:
Jr_ cHu Vr.-’-l-f 7, 1972, P.

alner, 7 September 1972.

An Appraisal of
P.H. Vel II.L, 1968
Lau is closely associated
Tongan descent.

o

e of

sia, Mentor bocks, 1963, p. 111

M. D, Szhlins, loala, Culture

Eaglestone, op. cib., pe 271
Sahlins, op. cit., p. 420 T,

The office of 'Buli'
vas aboliched shortly a

Interview ebeard the Adl Lau 14 fugu

Hooart, cp. cit., p. 25

Vosabalavu 1l August 1972,
eaglehole (ed.) oBs SF8as Do 4524
Nentue

Cary,

Wrecked cn the Fecliecd,

Tetukefu, on. oit., D 143,

Nosese n:I SO assw that the doeun
of vhich 1 "'..c-"- a8
canraex !ll]y ,L e -ﬁ\'.- §

Sehlins, op.

Cl.th rran _Lﬂ r’f.] qu
after Independence.

f the District Council

st 1972

rat puklished 1928.

|_1.

et

(,niﬂ‘"" reccrds of the Ono Disirict,
b, and would be pressrved

o
"Cit. Ln:tu{‘e.‘:u _(_)'r" c-:‘pﬁ.,, Ps 136
and Nature on o Fijie Michigan 19

i~ -t R o . [ % o
7. Bernice P.iBishop Musesw:,
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+ is nmenticned in the story places tlose

The faet that such a beat
events 2% loast laoter thon the srrival of Buropeon vessels in the crez.

Pijila Nata, (ed.) 16 dugust 1372,

JU.P. 1969 was regarded as political dynamite 2t tho time ol its
corpletion since it trenchantly criticised vhat the Fijians believed
40 be +he traditicnal basis of land tenuwre. Fer some tine its
rublication was delayed, bub it is now on sale openly in Suva and

no~-one secus rmch disturbed,

V i 3 « » 1 -
Peter Francels Fh.D, thesis later publishcd as The Charter « the Land,
0]

is undenistile, bub

(5]

The fact thet Beddoes died of delerium tremen

let us not be diverted from the moras of the stery.

£, J. Turpin, Diary, 8 Jan. 187i. The Diary and Narratives have
been édited by lan Diamond and are about fo be published.
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This article was written afier a 25 day visit to Fiji to
collect source material for a history of the Lau islands,

the easternmost archapelago of the Fiji group, It is a
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revised version of & psper given on 1
a research seminar in the department of history at the
University of Adelaide. The euthor wishes to express his
gratitude to the Australian Acadewy of the Social Sciesnces
ard to the University of Adélzide who providsd funds for

The pPUrpose.
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The intention of Pacific hist

academic subtonomy, has been to vrite !
Pacific Islends themselves. J. We Davidson, foundriion professcr in Pacific
Histary at the Australizn Nabicnal Univers ity traccd the subject's growth

from its concepticn within the wozb of Imperial Histery end showed how, as

the interests of Facific histarians began to extend beyond the histories of

o

individual empires as such, to the intornal histories of the dolonial

3 backwards in time to the poriod before the advent

&

territorics tnunsclves,
of colonial rule, the imperial frame of reforence grew more cramped and
inadequate until birth as an independent branch of history w:s the only
practical 30111'135.01’101 With the coning of independence or self-govermment
to one Pacific territory after enother in recent years, and o growing sense
of regionalism, transcending ex—colonizl boundaries, the period in which the
Pacific Islands have been dominated ULy Zurope already begins to fall into
perspoctive as a dramatic interlude in a continuous process, as it has done
in the case of Africa and Asia, and Profassor Dyvidson s romarks gain
retrospective conviction.

So Pacific hisbory has beocone tho study of the changes brought abeutb

in islend socicties by outside contact and of the modifications which white

=

men made to their own way of 1ife in multicultural situations. This kind

of history writing demands a special effort of objectivity om the part of the
historian. He is likely to find that the actions and ideas of the Europez
invaders are much more fully documented than those of the islanders, Like
other histcrisns he is bound to study the situntions he encounters with the
help of his cwn experience of human behaviour os well as his purely

acaofenic training, To quobe Davidson 'He knows vhon he is dealing with the
history of his own culturc, that tho way in which mon thought and acted

38 related to a tradit ion to which he is himself the heir, but when he is
concerned with alian cultures this edventage is denied 1‘1:i:_1..‘2 It is therefere
easy for him to confine his atiention to literary evidence, in Buropean
lengusges and thus to depend for his judgements on accounts by eciplorers,
fraders, missicnarics or travellers vwho, 2838 Gregory Dening points oub

Thad no real iden what was Baprening . Their duscription iz cnly of whnt

they think is bappening, end whav thoy think is happoning is doteridinaed by
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Pacifis histasriang have therefore resdily admitted the nsed to learn Lo
use now forms of evidence, to involve thomselves in cther people s ways and
to avoid interproting the actions of others according to their own cultural
expectations, but meetly, they nave played safe, DLike cautious skaters
they have kept one foot on the solid earth of their native historial tradition
apd with some inportant cxceptions their steps towards a new methodelogy have
been cne~Tooted.

A few examples will clarify the point. H. H, Wrig sht's work on esrly
New Zealend i seeks to study a bi-cultural siluvation from a Mrord viewpoint,
but it Gocs so by a selective use of English langucge sources, reading between

the lines of contemporary accounts in the light of nodern anthropolegical
knovledge of Polynesizn end HMzori scciety. Io use is made of Maori orel
tradition which might well have replaced much speculabtion. R. P. Gilson's
work on Samoa5 is sinmilarly bascd on documentary sources in European
langueges , although the author knew Samcan well and was intimately familiar
with Samoan society. Peoter France's study of Fijian lond tenure and
Colonial aaminisﬁrationS is perhaps the closest any non-island histerian
has yet ccme to writing in such a way as to explain a developing mulbticultural
situation from both sides, based as it is on sources in the Fijian language
e s well as English, and written by a nan vho acquirecd a close porsonal as
well as a theoretical knowledge of modern Fijien socisty. For the rest,
non-island historians have tended to confine themsolves so far to the
activities of one or another kind of Buropean in the Pacific area, traders,
explorers, missionariecs, planters or officials.? True they have had to
endeavour to understand the island sccicties in order to account for the
response which the Europeans experienced. Iuch of their work is scholarly
and illuminating, bub it is peripheral o the main stream of island histar
the story of the people themselves, It is also noticeable that in spite of

e fm

all theorotical probestations to the ccntrary, Pacific history begins for

P et

prectical purposes with the arrival of Burepeans and the beginning of
docunentation, Even the new hybrid 'Eihno-history® fronm which more night
have been hoped is defined by one of iis invenbors a8 fellows:

Ta fack, ethnohistory's prine concern is not with

oy th, logend or gemeology, or with histeriecal

reconatyusbions of iVliterate goslesiag, or with

41 v o '
G OIS
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il1liteeate sceictics by literate ouservers

at tho $izs when conbact bebweon the two had not

chonged or destroyed the 11literate socletys
Since the over-credulity of the first gmeration of scholars who made use
of oral tradition hos peen revealed, it has been used with great cau‘hic;n a8
a means of filling in the gaps lcft by the documentary evidence and of
adding an extra ocura of cultural authenticity, but the pessibility that en
interdisciplinary approazch might mke it possible to go further back in tine
than the first documcnt has not been scriously sugzested, There has been no
idea of collsboration between histerians and archaeclogists ab 211 as arch-
acological activity has centerced on periods from 2500 to 1000 years ago. S0y
in spitc of the protestations of its practitioners, Pacific history bas been
confined still within an cssentially imperial context. These are ‘the
intollectusl bonds which I hope a history of Lau will break. One way of
breaking then will be ©o adopt an interdiscipiinary apyruach, as between
history, anthropolegy and archacology, another will be collaboration, botween
people frem ry o unizersity and othars from Fiji, though I et first becane
inberested in the Lau islands because of the t)aboratory conditiona’ which I
thought they would provide. For vhot is a good hiatorizn? He has beon
defined as one vno:

Has no illusions that be is a supernnn, He knews

that he cannot, in the manner of Arnold Toynbee, atbenpk

to write the histcory of the humen race. He keeps within

the boundaries of his understanding by choosing to work

within a limited segment of past hunman experience of vhich

he can beccpme the mastor. This 35 the justification for

eacepting a regional limitation sach as thot of Pacific

=

o &

higbory.
From this point of view the Lau group is o porbicularly attroctive area for
pesenrch, They are a group of some fif'ty islands, politiecally part of the
newly indepéndent state of Piji, 1ying 150 to 200 miles cast of Suva and
innobited by people who show many signs of Pongan influencs in their lengusge
custons, political orgonisation and physical gppearance. Lauw is thua the
mooting place of Polynesisa and Melanesia and loter, the recipiont of the

suceessive influences of beachcorbor, tredor, mis SIonLTY ,
-
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ofiicial, nnd now, ccadenic. Lau tiwrofore provides examples which can be
studied in detail and with some hepe of precision, of many of the themes which
have interested histerions generally, imperialisn - bo

10

European variety, = religicus warfare, the growth of ccnstitutional government,
the Lmpact of externmzl trade on a subsistence econoiy, Race relations in a
plantabion sccicty, and so on. The small size of the avea and its relative
1solation should mske it pessible to mezsure the effect of each new invasicn
with scome hope of accuracy and possibly to discover a basis for some goneral
conclusions. Records of trading firms for exanple, ghould malke it possible

to find out just how mony axes ~ or mybe, outboard motors found thelr way

to a particuler island and what economic or social changes resulted.

From the peint of view of the needs of the academic comrmnities which
surround the Pacific Ocean what opportunity could be moro seductive? In
common with the rest of the Pacific islands it is not surprising thot the Lau
group has becone the happy hunting greund of the social scientiest. Like the
missionarics, traders and planters before then, academics have seen the Facifie
islands as 'ficlds ripe for harvest', and they have successTully justified
their research cn the grounds of 'relevance’, not just to the society they
gtudied but to general problems,

Now, however as Pacific Island territorics heoome independent, it is not
the Australinn acedemic establishment which has to be persuaded of the valus

of Pacific studies - that battle scems to be won, it is the islanders thenselves,

value to the wealthy community from which he comes is likely to be hoist by

his ovn petard. If research is of such value to the researcher himself and the

institution which supports him, why should Pacific Islanders support him also?
For suppert hin they do. It is oftten assumed, first, that all

research is self=ovidently valuable, secondly, that the commnity which pays

is enbitled o the fruits of the ressevch it pays for, - But it ds not

alvays clear which cr:;z:';zi!.mi{;y does paye Australian and mere often Ancrican

research workers in Fiji have often been given very considernble assistance

through the use of governnent ships, vehicles, and of ecowrse ianstituiions like

the archives which are pald for the the Fijian ¥nxpayer, Eost of then have

also enjoyed lavish local hespitality. It pay be true that all research is

valuable, but the superior olaims of research criented bowards acatlenic necds




of weolthy communitics oubside the Pacific Tslanids ave unlilkely to bo self

evidens to gevernments whose linid

2d reasurces are fully extended in dealing

: necossery to apply for a periid

iy

ieation fornm there is a fairly large
space in vhich the applicoant is jrvited to explain in whst way he thinks his

esearch will be of velue to Fijl. The long~tern wisdon of these regalaticns

H

will reroin a patber of debato beth in Fiji and 6! sevhere, the hard fact
rereins that to tho intelliectval problecns of writing Paeific history there
has 4hus been addcd the political problen, foar non-islanders, of gotting
access o the rmterial.

One sclution to this prcblem has been 4o undersake only rescarch which
seens 'relovant' to the current needs of Pocific Islanders, but it is a
course which nay prove full of traps, Por what 3f intellectual honesty should
demand that after exlensive use of an jsland's resources, including its
hospitality, criticisn must be made of the policies or ideas of the researchers!

hosts. Yet if criticism 18 rade without melcing use of such resources its

!.,.

t

validity will be doubtful. 8o it seens a bebher iden to avoid risk of
compronise with the principles of acadenmic freedom, especially when the
pay-off is dubious, and 1O solve the political problez by finding cther

means of recognising the importance of the resipvocal principle. -

One nethod is collaborative research.ﬂ Fijisn scholars at the present
time, and even rwre in the fubure are unlikely to be content if they find
therselves in a subordinate role to resesrchers fron wealibiesr countries
who are able to indulge in acadenic poacocking on the rescurce postures.
Several of ther, howsver, are keen cn co~operating in research of this kind,

It my be found too, that this approach is one which solves not only the
political problen but also the intellectual preblem of getting cuteide the
1imits inposed by the expatriate arientation of the docurentary sourco mberdal
and the chronclogical limitations of the past 200 years. A histericn who

really does acsume that there is no history worth knowing wntil there is o

docunent, and who pever gets outside the archives and inbo the socie

prescnt is wnlikely to be able to andershan? much of the evidenae he
o ask productive questions about the past, Therefure, vo wiork with dndigenous
scholars is likely to lo;md teo results which have rore chanece of surviving the

re~avpraiesls of the future than argthing which cculd bo ececplished single~

and +iis repaing true even whon experdenco, or gualifier thioms of tha

7
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loual eollebowator riy be inferior to that of the expatriate researciers
He will still be able to add en extre culiural dizensicn.

With this prebien selved, at least in anticipation - the intellectual
problens remmin of how to vwite 'insid ae' histery fron enpire dominate
sources , and how to exploit the time scale backwards as for as possible.

The nesus I suggest are the use of oral traditicon and ethnchistory together
with the technigucs of anthropological research, and archaeology. Both

will be facilitated, of coursc, through collaberation - bub I think the best
way to show how they might be used is to describe “bue literary sources and the
kind of history which might be written fron then and then te go on to discuss
the sources and approaches which T think interdisciplinary research night oven
up. To do so is in part to describe a tronsition from one historical tradition
4o ancther, in part to describe a physical journey fron the Bopirc~based

w orld of Suve and its archives to the island-~centred werld of the Lau grcup
itsell,

Janes Cook was probably the first European to sce oue of'the Lau islar
when he sighted Vatos in April 177h. He thought of lending but the natives
scemed hostile and so he departed, leaving some articles on the bsach behind hiz,
Willian Cary was wrecked on the Vates reel in i 825, This tinc the reception

as hospitable, The significance of this change escaped me until I discussed

it with the chief of Vatoa; Mosese, in August 1972. Peter Dillon sighted

Ono, forty niles further south on his wey to seorch for L Percuse, and a few
Armorican treders nade conbact with Matuku and Moala in the early 18303, Rceords
of all these isolated contacths sxu*v:vc,12 but the first sustained contact was
made by the Weslyan missionzries Willian Cross and Dovid Cargill who arrived

in Lakeba fron Tonga in 1835, This marks the begianing of a rerarkably complete
sot of mission records. Bach circuit, corresponding to the traditional
political divisicns into which Lau was divided, Lakeba, Lema Lona, Kabara end

AL
VD

held regular nmeetings at which church merbership was assessed &n nd reports

presented from each jslands Expulsions and guspensions were recommendsd and

recorded, together with offeances involved, which provide an illuminoting

statiskicrl insight into the dcpestic lives of the islanders in the process

apse, These records conbinue Tor the whole

-
=1

of conversicn = and scenebimes o

post-contact pericd. There are alse a nuber of & sionaries” Cdiaries notably

’ Mim1m e P B o ), 7 adirom AR - 1L R Y. [ = . e}
]'.':‘,’ Theiing Jq LD ‘r:.‘,-?--:_;__i & e T:.-{.r-:t ,1'31__- i Lagraced hirwalf s LH 1L 5 133 &
pony of the carly misd charies, wnd was cxpelled fron the mi e
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nmay prove as Liography-worthy as Thonas Kendall of Hew Zenlsnd, The Diax

5.
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Theres Williems, who spent some time in Lokeba has already been edited by
G. C. Henderson, and ancther diary by W fi1lian Rocney, who came fren Adelside

is now in the Barr Srith Library. These three disries provide canvenient sauples

£ dominance., The mrogress

t,l
o

of nissionary thousnt eand life at successive stoge
of Christianity in Lou fms clesely asscclaved with the rise of Nd'aifu
the Tongan chief who lended at Lakeba in 1841 on the way to the Now Hevri dos
and returned in 1848, - the loser in a power strugzle for the Tongan throne,
Acecrding 4o one accournt he gained favour with the chief of Cakaudrove
the province %o the North West o Lauw, at the cxyensc of the Tul Neyeu,
the leading chief of lau, by being in a positicn to provide his visitor with a
particular war cance which he foncied, He then accempanied him back to Calmudrove
and on the way, the Tui Cakau, with a splendid gesiwe of chiefly generosity, iave
Malofu the island of Vanua Balavu and the smaller islonds within its
barricr resf. Ha'afu tock hin 2t his word and installed a private army of
2000 Tongan warriors at Sewana village in Vanua Balavu,
As the cstensible champion of Methodisnm HMa'afu gained control of much
of nerthern Lau in the next decads end also levied tributc as far west as
Moala, and even Bega a few riles fron Suva, By 1860 he had also succceded in
levyirg tribute throughout Vemua Levu and even in the Y.f::s.c'.was.“+ I Gelobau
the chicf of Bau Had not received the support of the British and American
Consuls of the time ,1" 1o afu would probakly have cenguered the whole of
Tiji and this would have gone far to re-establish the Tongan gapire reputed
to have exigsted in the 12th century,16 Indesd fron the 'inside' viewpoint
the early 1870s appear as a race botween Tongan and British inperialisn
and the cession of Piji to Britein in 1874 not so rmuch the inevitable
result of the fanilinr inmperialist pressure of trade, land purchase,
detericrating racs relations, set ageinst a back rrouwd of domestic humnitarianisn
t

but as a political garixit on the part of the chief of Bau to chedk-mnie his

e 54}

long tew rival, o 'afu, and allowing the British to win the race by default,
The first major land sales in Lau tonk place in 1863 while Ma'afu was
terporariiy absert in Tonpn, Tul Cakay soupht to stabilise the peolitical

gituation by selling several islands in the north to Buropeans, Afbs

- %

Sir Avthur Cordun, the first Governgr, set up o LandyClairs Comission to

investinate these trangaetions. This led to the collection of a grent

A hipterieal reberinl ay evidonae of tho rifht off the vemdors ot the



tine of sale had to bo provideda It tock the Comrission six years to

caaplete its work and the moterial it colle cted, together with its reports,

an @ records of ap:cals take up ebeut 100 feet of shelving. Luckily only a
1211 proportion of thds relatas teo Lav. The Pijian witnesses, however, gave

their evidsnce in Fijian so it will be necessary to learn it.

The setiler: left records of their cwn. The Eennings brothers of
Loms Lowm were the dordinant treders of the group for the last quarter of the
ninckeonth century., I visited the island of Naitauba, now sold %o Ray=ond
Burr, in 1966 and persuaded Mps, Blizabeth Hermings, thon aged 81 to part with
the Hennings papers, contained in four tin trunks in the loft of o plantation
outhcuse., Fowls hed roosted in then and the 1ids were rusted through so tha
darip and insects hod destroyed o large pert of them. I took then back to
Suva vith e and placed then in the Archives., They contain scme accounts, a
1ot of correspondence, scme plontation jeurnals and some cf the currency
which the firn issued at Loza Loma in 1872.

Willian Hennings bought the islond of Nago in 1863 from Tui Cakau and
then 8old it to Thomas Ryder from Viectoriz on cendition that he occupied it
within & year. He and two brothurs like sene Jack, Ralph and Peterkin
of reality duly arriv:d the next year in an open boat from Tonga and set up
what was to be the rost successful plantztion in I'iji. The disry of the
youngest, George, and a number of letters fron the brothers to their parents
are in the Mitchell Library. They deal with land disputes, labour prehlens,
and thoy moke it clear that without the support of powerful chiefs a planter

in the 1860s and t70s stood no chance of success - and only & sporting chance
of survival. Ma'afu, by this time had acquired the services of en able
Buropenn secrctary, Re S. Swansten, once of Van Diemen's Land and Melbourne.
e is to lo'afu and Lau' wrote the Fiji Times 'what Bisnarck is to Gevﬂrarv'j?
His woclesiastic.l advisor was ¥illiam Rooney and with the help of these two nen
Ma'zfu set vp a godly little constitutionsl monarchy cn the lines of the

kingden of Tonga. Ho also adepted the Tongan systen of 1 land tenure with
the result that none wes available for sale vhen the rush to the rest of
Piji was at ibts hoipght. Scttlers could only cecupy lend on a leasohold basdia,

The consbitution  snd the laws of Yan and the papers and diaxy ob Re 8. Bwanston

are in the Fiji Mosdurn,



with cession, lmu becene port of the Crovn Colony of Fiii and subjoct
to the cverlapping conbrol of District Conwissicners and the Fijizn
administretion, for Sir Arthur Gerdon wWas a pioncer of native daxaticn in

kind and dindirect rule. He forrzlised vhut he theught wms the existing Fsjdan
political system into a heirarchy of village, district, and Provincial Councils,
and above all, the Great Council of Chicfs, of which he hinpelf was President,
and which net anncally.

The rocords of the deliberations of the Council of Chiols were printed ard
are in the Piji National Archives with the rewords of the Cclonial Seeretary's
departaent M, &.TLinecava, the Archivist doubted whether more than a few
records of the quarterly Provineinl Council meetings existoed, but a search
turned up a prachically ceoplete sories for the Leu Province, all written in
Fijian. There werz no records of local government in the Arcniver Delow
Provincial level, Mr, Tuinaccva told me that if any suct records did exist,
they would be in the inslands therselves, as indeed prcved to be the casc.

These are the nain official manuscript scurces. There are also

:
Legislative Ccuncil debates, the despatches of the Governors to the Colonial

office and vice verszs, the roeports of District Officers znd District Commissioners,

.

i language Wa Mata, whach is

the BEnglish language newspapers ond the Fijia

conplete fron 1875 to the present day. Aamcng the secnpdury scurces thae arce

- L3 . ' ” L3 ‘ . a &
some werks by Coleninl officinls, nctably Bosil Themsen s The Fijians: 4 stuly

of the Decay of Caston and Re 5%. Johnslone's sutobiographical works and

ot
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collections of Lauan folldore. liore recently, lau hes attracted the attention
of Anthropologists. 4. M. Hocark was headmastor of a rative school in Lakeba
for four years before the first World War and published an anthropological

3 e & 19 .

description in 1929, ° In 1934 and 1935 Laura Thempsen lived on various

islands in the Fabora distriet and in edditicn to 2 valurble ethnographic

(5
20
descripticn of Suvuthern Lou used her expericnce Por a case study of the

relaticnship between Anthropelcgy and History called Toward a Science
o o i i h , ”s
of Marlind, My host on Kebara, however, thought pocry of her werk as he said

she nover suecceeded in understarding the Fijian langusge 8o that her thecorics
E U &) J 5

-

theugh inponious could net have beon Lasoed nn the renlities of “ijian sccicty

« ghe ws g

since she nover disscverced vhat thoy wers. Bm‘.i.iler, he added e

a

worman ~ and there sre cevbain potbors which it is not proper for womn to know

! o
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LoUt, Tyo Aaericang, Friliy e Phyllis June bessin lived for e tive in
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Savipa villape, Vanus Balove and profuesd en anthropolegiesd suud of the
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COTIUNITY wWaAlcel 165 oSS ndzd fren lneinl’s WArrioro.
Deryck Scors has conbributed a chapber on 'Cckobau and Moofu' which

- Ty e '\‘ Tor i 83 L - e - | - - - o 2 - B .
asppears in Pacific Islonds Fore raits and has an ariicle cn the Hennings

brothers in the 1972 Journsl of Pacific Historye There s sone material cn

L2 L e - 2o vl -V - ) -
the same subjeet in my 1265 thesis,  but I was unzble to make proper use of the
Honnings papers for this as they had not then clomed, repzired ond sorted.

y P O o i ea s Vigyae % -
the firn's solvency fren such papers as

I gained an errcicous Irprg

I saw. but this assunpticn has now beon corrected by Dr, Scarr's more recent
] P
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and detailed rescarch.
A history of Lau could certainly be written from these scurces, and 1t

weuld be a very inbsresting one, cven cne which could be made ‘relevant'

in the sense now fashionable. It provides an oppeortunity to discover vhat
4.

offéet the depression of the 1930s hzd on a subsistence economy as ocpposed

to a capitalist economy. Loura Thompson clains that it revived the imporitance
of traditicnal activities relating to subsistence and arrestedthe socially

disintegrating effects of commeree on society. MNedical statistics froo the

A

District Corrissicn records and the nmoldern @ispenscries provide & splend id

cpportunity to measure the effects on an lsclatod populatien, of a veriety of
noticns from vaccination to the loop. Recently, Lau has expurienced th e
repercussions of urbanisation, and becore, like so many other Pacific commnitics,
a divided socicty, living in mowre than one place, yet sharing a sense c¢f common

identity, end fortified against the perils of wrbani sation and wage labour by

the bends of kinship and the rights and obligetions of hospitality. Pclitically,

- -

it has played a crucial role as a major power base of the Fijian Associaticn
and the Allisnce Party. It is perheps no ceincidence that Ratu Mara, the
present Promier of Fiji, is a Lavan and holder of the Tul Nayew title. He is
accused of lookiag boyond ncwly independent Fiji to econonic and even pelitvical
unity with an independent New Hebridos of the future, end possibly cther
territories too, ID so it will merely be a revival of the ancient politisal
docinance of this centrel Pacific heartland, Butb the locetion and nicrofiliing
of manuseript patcorial solvaer

. - - - . - - A = a o -y i, WO et m - i e
problems of writing tiyside® history wope no nenrer solution. “ao ghvicus

sbarting point was the islads therselves and a passnge had alveady been
Yorlced in advence for a round Voyaps oh a ship ealled the Ulndl-keba starting
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from Sura on 10 Ausust 1972 and returning on 17th, wiaich fitted in with othexr

,'.L!J

however proved to be running three days behin

commitmentsy The Uluilsikeba

3 w2

schedule., By the 7th Auveust she had dropped further behind and it locked as
though, if I waited for her, I would nob be abls to go at all.

True, there was consolztion in the fact that there was pleaty of convention-

2l history to be done in Suva, I wented to gein access, if pessible to the
records held by the Native Tands Truct Board, and in particular the
£

Tukutulurareba on the tales of the pecple. These records originate fram a

Commission which was set up in the eazrly 20th century by the Colonial goverrment
to investigate all native titles to lan a throughout Fiji, but the worlk of the
Commission became extremely protracted, In fact it was completed only shiortly

scale meetings were held In each province over a

(o]

before independence., Large
long period at which representatives of ezch commnity reloted, and often
debated at length their crigins, their conguests, their migratiéns znd bence
their olaim to the land they lived on. The meetings continued until a
satisfactory consensus was reached which involved a great Geal of ceremeny end
urarsba were then written dowm by sceribes in the Fijian

feasting, The Tukutul

lanruage and were thus suddenly trensformed as no doubt the books of the old

testament once were, from oral traditions into official decuments. lowever,
they are of grest current political importance; that is why they are kepbt in
a safe in the Native Lands Trust Board and not in the Archives. So far, only
one non-Fijizn scholar that I know of has been allowed to sec them - Peter
France and since hs was, for a time, private secretary to Ratu Mara - a
Swanston of the 1960s, the privilege was understandable.

I enquired through a personal friend, Rztu Geoorge Uluilskeba, after
vhose title the tardy vessel was named, about what to do, only to find that
nothing could be done as Colonel Mate, Chairman of the Mative Lands Trust
Board was away., There was no opbtion it seemed but to go to lau by whatever
means I could find,

In addition to vessels like the Uluilokeba which pr roviée good cabin
acconmodation and Burcpean astyls meuls al a saloon toble , there are s number of
very much pmaller veéssels which run to no vepular schedule, depend on sails
as well as power, and operate in very puch the same fashion as their mineteonth
corttury predecessars, One of themy the AdL Lou was due to leave on 9
August for Southorn Tou, the only part of the group T Wnd not visited. The

4 03 -8 1oy n 3 # r - - o -4 T e - o
dain, Sileki Pave, who was the only man en bosrd wio could 8psak good
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ne the trip zieht toke eight deys i the weather was goo iy 02

r, which neant it would,

When, loter, I corresponded with the director of the Fiji Muscurm abou
the possibility of correiating orel fradition end srchaeologionl evidence,
even he could not forbesr to comment., 'The preoject is an interesting cne
and should provide you with some goed fishing in additicn to research
and so I theught at some length about the relative usefulness of eig nt or ten
more days in Suva in the Archives as oppuscd to a possible ten days (which

. -

it was in the end) on the Adi Iau,

& paradex of trying to write tinside! history is that, in our scciety
the '&ocumerrtst, especially official documents cften previde a basis for'Great
Kan' or Governnent House verandah history, but if we want 1o write 'inside'
history we sometines use oral traditions, folk songs and oblique evidence
such as art or popular rusic, In Lau, as in most Polynesian socicties cral
traditions of a histcricsl mature concern the doings of great chiefs and
warriors, the founders of matagalis cr the love-affairs of high-born wonreha.
‘Inside’ history aboubt how ordinary people lived is nore likely to be
discovered frem adninistrative documents relating to local govermment, nedical
statistics, the acccunts of co-operatives and the records of churches.

For the pre-literzte pericd 'Inside! history wes written in the greund.,
Neither local records nor archacological sites were available in Suva

so T felt that even without being able to speak much Fijinan I would at least
be able to locate decunentary sources which could later be nicrofilned and
perhaps find sites far excavation, and reke conbacts which would be a help
in the future.

There was 2 possibility even on this occasion of obtaining oral evidence
from people who cculd speck English. The value of oral traditicn as &
historical source is now the subject of a body of scholarly writing so I was
a : . 27
at least thecretically equipped.

Dening makes it clear that he places little value on legendary rabterial
as histery. Vhere it is studied he clains it is to revecl the secicl
structure which the ryths bolster rather than te discover the faets of histovy,
There is _."z.'n Long hewever, a gharp distinction hotwoen legendary raterisl and
oral histery. As Hecart wrote:

By the Louans, history is distinguished from tales,
Talas beogen with the swmouncenent -~ tukund -
e

proscad Wt Liko Tiko (thury was), The aserst
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meking his tals intoresting and zmusing, Histary, Inowm
as @ storics cf ancient days', is told informlly, but
with great dare for accuracy. Snzll inaccuracies

are severely criticised behind 2 mon's back.

Tris is not to szy tht history will be Pree from bias, but if histarians were

tH

to confine themseives o bias frec cvidence, they would have very 1ittl
to go on even with dccuments. It is cortainly true, as Dewudng seys,
that no living culture or part of it is fully int:lligible except in terms
of its past. I soon concluded that in Ieu the reverse is also true.
History was o matter of great centemporary pelitical imporiance and bias could
oniy be detected and assossed accuratsely if the contemporary situction was
Fully understood,

Hy indecision before stepping aboard the Adi Teu thercfore did not
arise fras any lack of confidence in oral tradition as a mnse xful kind of evidence,

provided it was used propurely, but from py om lack of the proper guzlifications

at this stege, @s en cral historian., ILatukefu lists the necessary quzlificaticns.

1) 4 good kmowledge of the locel language
2) A knowledge of the loecul culture, not only as a necessity for

correctly interpreting the data but also to help in the esbtablishment
of good relations with the people, especially informnts.
4 porson vho for any roeagon lacks the ability to do this is 1ikely to
f4nd himsclf iw the pesition of the rescearcher in the kMarquesas who was
coliecting as he thouwht, a vocsbulary of essential words such as egg

o

braad, water, ete. His informnts however amuse themaclves by giving

¥
him “the word for penis instoad of bread, testicle instead of egg,

P . 30
semen fer woter and so on.

My Fijisn, it was truc, was l:w*1+ed. As for the estcblishrent of
gecd relatiens wich Fijiens, I knew the formal rules. The rest I could cnly
losrn by experienco. So I decided to risk ite TIb would be a good chance to
lesrn Fijian if nothing else. Vip sailed carly next day end spent the next

ton days visiting nearly every islund in Scuthorn bou.

The Piret island wes Moala, the subjues of perlups the bast

e
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anthrepelogicsl gtudy of a ¥iLjian socioty yet written. lowayer it
conteding 14ttle history, snd none which goos back before 1631 vhen the
Pirst vbite conbacts were sude, J. H, Englostone of the barque b s




4

15
$o be the Pirst wihite man ever to set foot on Hoala. A1l wers woll armedty
5

he peports 'with mall apd lurge clubs of curious shape end workmanship

ard gove them the sppen

that ever stoold bolore

as much about Eaglestone's stade of mind as 1t does about the Koalans,
Bechc de Mor vessels howevor 9id not have a great dire zct effect on lezla
r any of the Iau group. Noala is perheps the mest fertile island in
Lau onl carrics cn & vigorcug trade exchanging pigs snd food crops with
=l . L 4. - = . .zj o

she poorer islands to windward 7 iich exeel ir craftsmanship. The

Adi Iou's  contribution was to talee on scveral pigs which evenbually got o
Komo end several large bundlss of Yogona for Ogea.

Next stop was Kabara, the political centre of scuthern Lau in pre-
Buropcan times and the modera contre of the district which also includes the
iglsnds of Namuka, Moce and Kemo. T was parvicularly fertunate because
the cazpbain of the Adi Loy wes the 'son! - i,e. the nephew in Europenn
terns, of Ratu U, Veswbalavu, or Wosa' as he asked to be called, who had
until rccently, been the Buli Kaba wra sk He was seventy twe years old and spoks
good English. He later told me hot he had besn to a2ll the mectings of the
¥ative land Titles Commission which ccneidered the Loy group during the 1933s,
Lhat he vas familiar with the Tukutwursrsba to which he hzd contributed and
thet he was not in agreement with some of the offiicial conclusions "Lch:d,j 2
The puspose of his journey wasto visit Hamuka, to attend a special District
Council meeting which wnsto discuss the siting of a new junicr sccondary schocl,
He then returned to Kabara and so I had the opportunity of getting to know
him fairly well during the course of a week. He proved to be a most valuable
informnt. As scen a8 we left 2n island, or scnetimes &s Ve were appreaching

he would invite me o bring my notcbook and sit on the end of his bunk

while he @ictetel to me in longhand the settloment history of the island in

guestion, Avidly, I transformed his oral evidence into respectable histerieal
docunents by writing down vhat ho s&id, just 28 the tramseribors
of such impeccable sources as the Angle-Saxen Chroricle mast have done,

His histarical oppresch was sindiar to thst of the Venorable Bede.
He recopniscd the nedd for a menna of warificstion and wns neticulous abouk
tho nemes of places and people. I he could not m vumiber 2 name he anhed g
to leave 2 hlank, aad he waually resembered it later, Ho acknonledpad the



stence of cther accounts in conflict with hLis ovm, and this would

indiviaual orel reccxyids and the

it poecsible to compare them with
Tokutulurarsba, It is 2lso possible in many eascs to check such evidence
against the names of placcs, living individuals, and geneologies,

Following the rules for tuking oral evidenee laid down by Lotukefn

I agreed to publish nothing dopending on the cvidence he gave me without

his prior approval, or withcub sclmowledgenent and I read over to hin what

I had taken down after ecach sessicn so that he could approve it or modify it

a5 he wished, His r.cord of tho scbtloment of Kebara islond, for example,

as as follows

Kabara was peopled ceiginally froo NMusavadra in the

Tl
centre of Horthern Viti Levu about fourteecn genoraticns
ago. At that point of time The poople wore separated

into dirferont groups. One porty was led by

Tutunascbhasoba, who had five childron, Tha eldest was
girl by the mame of (lort blavk, then £illed in

pext dzy) Buiszvulu. The eldest sen wns ealled

Rokeozautu. ILutuncsobascba 's family ceme down

to Verata and settled at Tailevu for a short time.

Tokomautu remained but his elder sister Buisavulu went

4o Burets on Ovzlau. Cne son called Melasign

went to Rewa und anothar son went and settled cn

Batiki. The youngest son, by the nome of Davnisal

went ond settled on Kobara, There were alresady pecple

living on Kebera, but the invaders provided the

36
chiefly hierarchy.

Hocart, who could speal Fijion, but 1 ived on Lakeba, and Laura Thompson n who

ived on Kabars sujport Veszbalavn's contenticon thet Kabara wag originally

R
the pelitical contre of the wheole of socuthern Tau ;2 T end 3t was fron Kabara

e riiles,

that the islands of Pulegn, Ogoz, W g 3

pro-eninence of Kakvra was snintzined at lesst until the end of tho eightue

\ A

S ]

conbury, Mulapd, for exaople had b
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funtod and the guople token 28 sliyves in equnl proportdong te the two

-

Sorious ailios. A4 Do

o

- . PR = 2 e ..-'."., . » ha i
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Iiabara found them suecn a burden that he ra-gcttled thom ok o5u-.:_ where their

R -~ L - * . R
1in, However, when Vesabalavu had finished this acccount he

not the story as told to the Rative Lands Comsdission at which

a Fulaga chiefl was the main witness on this matter,

Clearly, @vidence of this kind nay not give amswoers which will yprove
Pinally sabisfactory but it does show vhere some historicil problems exist
and slso that there are many people in Law with a knowledge of oral tradéiticn.
1t seems a good opportunity for systematic collaboration with the bauan
people cn the writing cf their o history, cspecially if oral evidenco

can be checked against archasclogical material.

The next island, Vatoz, which Cock called Tyrtie Island, was sighted
from the Resclution on 2 July 1774, but by the time they had closed with the
land, 'The day being alrecdy too far spent to mcke further discoveriss,
at 5 o'clock shortencd szil, hauvled the wind and spont the night making
short boards to windward of the island.' Cook was a prudent seaman. Next day:
At 11 o'clock we reoached the N.W, or lee side of ths isle
at a place vherc ancherage seemed probable, but in crder
to be certain we brought to, hoisted out 2 boat and sent
the Haster to scund., At this tine &4 or 5 people appeared
on the reef which stretch off from ths isle and aboutb
three times thut nusber on the shore, as the Boat
advanced those on the reef roturned tc the othars and
we obscrved that when the Beat lended they all returned
to the Woods. At noon the Bozt return'd when the laster
inforned me there was no soundings without the reef, through
which thore was a channel of no more than six foet water,
ertering this channol he pulled on fer the shere thinking
to .s seak with the people not more than 20 in number who
were armed with clubs znd spears, but the nouent he set

his foot on shore they reburned, he left ashore some Medals

o which they wndoubbedly would gok @3 sone

Yot Tig oyvied {
Bails and a !
of bnem soine tire ofter appearad on the shore near the

'5!
'p_l'r“,

The moext visiter caro in 1825, Willing Cary of Napducket = surviver of

the whaler Do, wreded on the Votoa posl” on the nirht of 4 Sl Aprid



1825, Clearly, from Cary 's Ac seount , the message of the medals, nails and
knif'e from the Resclution had not been lost on the peopie of Vatea, The
aetives were now extremsly hospitable, und very anxicus to entertain their
guests so as to acguire their hardware. Visely the captain told the men
not to resist the islanders vhen they tock the entire contents cf the beat

n vhich they landed, and for several days they enjoyed the heospitality
of the islands in return. Shertly afbervards bowever they were visited by a
war perty from the Scnior island of Ono,in Lzu, a misunderstonding arose and all
of the crew except Czry were killed. Hy escaped by hiding in 2 cave and
eventually made his way from jsland to islend until he reached Bau, - and
ultimately returned to Nantucket te write his memoirs . 40

It was just as well the Resoiution did not attespt the passage of the

reef though at half tide thore was just water enough for the Add Tew with her
soven foot draught, We followed in the vake of the Master's boat and
anchored off a white sandy beach wherec we unleaded cement blocks and lcade
copra on the boats. I was able to gzin only sbout fifteen minutes conversation
with a historically knowledgeable perscn on Vatoa, the chief of the village,
Mosese. He told me that the night of 2 July 1774 after the sighting of the
Resclution had been one of frantic sctivity. Four forts had been hastily
constructod in view of the expected attack and had therc been time Moscse
said he would have shown thom to me, 25 they were s5till there, He told me
about Cary, but did not kncw his nans until I told him - indicating probably
an independent oral tradition uninfluernced by Caryls ovm account, 4t is in
any cese an cxbremely rare Work. Meosese said he could have shovn :

cave where Cary hid and he also reforred to the clubbing of his gight

COnMpanicns . Cary's account deos not say how many men there woerec, oSicne

Lotukefu wrete, in 1968,

tT bheljeve that oral

traditions after being carefully and eritiselly submitted

to the cenens of historicsl and awthropolegicel criticisn,

have helped to make vhe higtary of Tonge m alive, more

: : e )il
interesting, exciting apd I heope nore aceurate.’ ]

The game, I think will prove to be the case in Lew, and in the moentine

for o non-Lousn it is 2 valuable ucang of obtaining an ingide' view of the
L2

cffoctes of externsl influe nee &,; 29 the #e ox
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Ve arvived at the next island, Ogez, o & Saturday afterncen and

stayed the whole weekend. By this time I wzs developing some of the techniques

m

£ oral cvidence. Knowledge is regarded in both Tenga and Lau as

of collocbting

b
an indicaticn of prestige, hut though I may have shtarted with scme status as

a person from & University, Adelaide is no more well known in Southern Lau

than Southern Law is in Adelaide, and such an introduction did not mean ver
much, On Ogea, however, I began discussing what I already imew of Lauan history
with my host, Mataisi Vagavesi and althovugh my mein knowledge concernsd the
Buropean settlers of morthern Lau, this was regarded as an indication that 1

_‘.'I

wae a soricus scholar. Ny host called the neighbours in & and I

=1

bire s

i

mysel
giving an impromptu history lecture, through an interpreter, to an atstentive
audience.

In return, access to village records was ndv a straightforvard matter and
rmr'purpose was thoroughly understood., I was taken shortly after we arrived on
cach island to the person who it was thought could help me most. I also
gained the valusble help of a young weman, Pijile Nata, a teacher who joined
the Adi- Lou at Ogea end travelled to Suva for further training She gave me
lessons in Fijian and acted as ny interpreter whenever we went ashore for
the rest of* the voyage.

On Pulaga, with her help, T vas shown a copy, in Pijian of the official
versicn of the scttlement of the island as contained in the Tukutulturarabea,.

Tt seems likely that similar copies exist on the other islands too, though
it would obvicusly be necessary to obtain permission in Suva before using them.

So by now, I was confident that oral fredition weuld prove a valuable
source which could be compared with the documentary rec cord for the post-
literate period. For the earlier period, it would also be useful, especially
in cases of conflicting versicns, bubt it was also possible that a further
check could be of tained in some cases by digeing. The rubbish a socciety

-

leaves behind after all bears the same kind of relationship e eral tradition
as do newspapers form example, to the Governor 's dispatches, They are the
unofficial records vhich show how pecple lived, what they ate, how they
fought end offen what they carved abauts The preblen was, vhere to dig, whet

to lock for and how to get it orpanised.

The next inhabited island we called at, Namika, was to provide pe

answers to these onestions and also the nost intriguing expoerivnee of the



expediticn. T+ 18 a fertile island of mixed voleanic & il coral corigin.

wo ponched it afber a hazardcus passage through the roef passage where we
barely made headway aminst on sutfoing current f six knots. Ashore,
Wl b,

Pijila introduced me o her female ccusin with whese huod yand uc“fdl:l his

brother Jone, we stayed, We had arw ved on the fourth day of a wedding and

.r"IJ.
o

a Teast was in progrecs. Namuka, in conbrast to the other islands, se emed heref

of pigs as 40 had bw,. xilled for the wedding. The meal over, I w~s soon

invoived, as a temporary tomber of . 's housshold in the mutual exchange of
gifts between the two frilios who hod been united, For most of the afternocn

we staggered under weighty burdens from one end of the village to the cthar.
We stacked up huge piles of mats, mounds of dalo and gallons of kerosene
in 4 gellon drums. Ve aid the rounds cf houses of families cormcc*c with
the bride, presenting our gif-ts with elegont specches, &*iming Yagon:—-. till
vie, or at least I, could hardiy keep awake. In the lete afternoon, (15 August)
there was a reciprocal presentation by the family of the bride followed by a
meke or donce. I was in the house of the Turaga ni Koro; the exscutive cfficer
of the village Council, locking at the villags records vhen we saw the mekce
party approaching & shelter in which ths hriﬁegroom‘s family end supporters
were resting from thelr exertions of the ezrly aftorncoon and drinking
yegona. Pijila and I walked dovn te the scene of action and Vosa, our
fellow passenger who sat ab the fremt of the audience moticmed to us to sit
on the ground beside him.

The mckes began, ~ SCme Werc nmedern - about the recent Scuth
Pacific Pestival of Lrts, cthers, I was told, were histerical and it soon
beceme evident that hictery 2nd politics were inseparazble. It was not until
T Bad time %o think end to disvuss my ccnclusions with my hosts thet I
rezlised fully what was going on, but what nappened was this. The
atmosphere of coraunal excitenont grew intense and the relatives of the meke
group and then anyone clse ¢he Pelt inclined jeined the neke and in the process
gave small gifts such 25 pao ekebs of chewing gum to the performers.

These customs, I was tcld Jater, are erllsd Falmwoela which gzounts

%o a rodistribubion of wealth through compebitive Eifb-giving 7

Pt

T 48 o couventicn in Leu that on those cecasions the nermal rules of

ebiguette eam be broken. Woren vrestle with each otler and men danee in
gy wamiatbakeably cgerossive nannoly Pae whols comcunity lets its hair dom
1 3 3 ! #y el 1 - -
T S ¥ o T tory, ag b corpmnal Id, as it were, comos



bubbling to the suwrface,

In this cuse chewing gun was follovwed by the apggressive sprinkling
cf tins of dusting powder on the rythmically swaying meke girls., Then,
from all siles, spectators rose, stripped shirts from thedr backs and
other gavoments and bestowed then forcibly on the dancers, I:Qhe:ﬂ, suddenly from

the back of the meke & ory came like the sound of a ren who is drunk and wants a

7

fight. A very large man stood up and began to suite a tree wii th a large
stick like a club. Then he danced, -~ eyes protruding in the manuer of &
Macri Haka, He worked his way to the front of the choir, then on 'bhrc-'-.lgh the
dancers who went on as if nothing was happening at all, and ceme cn with
menacing gestures towards the shelter in which we set, & flimsy stracture
with poles at the side supporting 2 corrugated iron rocf sloped slightly
4o one side. Vosabalavu was on rmy left, Pijila on his other side. The
man eane up to us, shock his fist in my face and then grasped the centre
bear of the shelter and shock the whele structure while glaring ferociously at
Vosabalavu, only & small men, and very old, who, to my astonishment was half
killing himself with laughter,

- Thy? I asked, — all the aggression., ‘'He does this' Vosa said,
thecause he is so very happy, and he wishes to show his happiness in the
Fijien fashion.! I asked vhether people usuzlly acted as though they were
about to commilt bloody public murder when they are happy, and later, when the
excitenent was over, he told me 'Ho was so angry with me because I an from
Kabara, and he is a Tongan,!

That evening was taken up with the Pistrict Council nectinge
The moin point at issue was whether the new Junior Secondary School should be
placed at Namukr, which had the largest nurber of children or at Kabera, officially
the senior island from which Namuka hed been settled. The forocicus Tengan
had in fact been registering his protest against the political precedence of
Kabara over Namiks, because the Tengons of Namka, according o their own story,
were descended from d herolc ancestar who had led the Narmka people in
succossful rebellion against the Kabara chief who had criginelly governsd the
islend, In their viev tho present populatien of Namoks therefore awed no
£

are a

allegiance to Kabara whatover. The display of agmression w.s theeo
£ T'n( - - ol o B IS = I 1 - 4, LT - hd - “y

bid t6 win support for Namuka as the site for the fubure ssccndary school.

(This asswaption was lafer verified in conversation with both Vosabalava

and Aca who wes relited to the ferceiouns Zongan.)
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To illustrate: This was the sottloment history of Wormilo: ns rolileted
to me on 17 August 1972 by Vosabalavus
N.. B closd o Coes (s, SRS, Ve O o Frocan oflos ™,
apades is an dslond abeut 10 miles Ircd Aalilae Asg
far as T kunor it bolongs to the island of Kabara anl the

chief of Kabara., Defore Christiarity wos introduced into

Fiji (o phease I loarnt o equats with 'once upon 2 time!)
it was empby end the chief of Xabara deecided to
popuints it by a porbion of the citizens of Kabara.
A purbor of mon and women were appoinved to go there
fron the Matagali Nagare and the Yovusa Vuaninigigis.
For reny yeers it was found that their chief by the none
of Tarai was sc cruel by the fact that he ate mny people
including women and children. Then a perty led by e
person fron Yavusa Vvaninigigia same along and
defeated Tarai. It was believed that ths idea of beating the
man Tarai came through from the chief of Kabara,
therefore Kabara up to this day was all along under the
rule of the Kabare chief.
With his reputation as a repository of historical knowledge end his command
of detail it was easy for Vosgbalavu to sway the neeting of the District
Council to the view that Kabara was the proper place for a junior seccndary
school, because it had politieal precedence, which was a much nore
relevant fact, in the Counoil's view, than the relative schoecl age
popula..tion of Nepwka and Kab&.fa. Boarding would be no problen since
history had ensurcd that every child from Moce to Ogea had close relatives
on Kabara and could therofore depend on hospitality,
Later, back on board the AGL Lan Vosabalabu added to his own account an
explanaticn of the diffcrence in historical interpretaticn which mde
the sudden altercation on the Rarz nake sense. This tipne he stressed
the nares of individvals rather than the Yavusa or Matagali to which they
belonged, but refurring to the sane eveonts as cn the previcus occasion., This
is whet he suaid:
bt one stage belwe Christisanity the Narmia poeple
led a rict and becamse they coul @ not stop it thenselves
g person by the name of Malalad with o party camec over

from nbara to pacify then in sone anieable way and the
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¥ wory about the Rakalea invasien is net ¥nevm in Xaba
1 Takad was the san who moved the pecple fraa Kerovusa

dovn to their present villege end his acticn in doing

d by the pecple cf Kabara. Raknlea,

o
o
3
L]
0
]

(at this peint I had mentioned no nunes bub he assuned

is belicved to have been a part-Tongan and the Neruka
pecple belicve it was he who moved then from Korovusa,
but the Kabara people say it was done by their omn
enissary, Malakai.

I read this over to hinm end he epproved vhat I read with the words 'Yes,

T think that is all that you sheuld kncw,!

Back on Naruka, the day befare, the connection between the political
issues of vhere to have the school and the historical issues of Rakalez and
Malakad hed in fact become obvicus. Iy hosts Aca and Jone, who clained
direct descent frean Rakalea were vy mich in favour of the ncw schocl
being placed in Narulea, and they regarded their ancestor as the non who
had scoured the independcnee of Naraka fronm XKabara by overthrowing the old
cannibal of Korovusa.

Lote that alternoon (16 August) afer I had spent the morning {caching
in the primary scucol, Jone, the younger brether tock ne to see the site of
the old villagc. The walk to the old village site was about two miles along
paths overgrown in places with crecpers and over rany sharp rocks, The whole
is 3:1nc1 is a coral reef uplifted by carth ~ovenents to a height of 2 or 300
foet and 1ike the resfs which remain at sea level it provides very rough
wallking, with jagged pinnceles, pot holes and crevioss interspersed with
pockets of red soil. Korcvusa vas in one of the larger pockets, covered new
with coconut trees and a ground layer of crecpers. I enuld get no specific
date fon the reroval fron Korovusa excopb “Weirere Christisnity', 1.0. before
about 1850, Jone could spexk very 1l tt1e Bnglish and I could spesk much less
Fijian, which made conversation difiic wlt so he deeided to show ne the things
which would clarify his story. In the contral spine of the igland behind

Korovuse, he showed me an elaborate e

natoral torraces of the hill, dbub on then stene walls had bedn raiscd in
rowghly econcenteis rings with narvow stogoe

to the next one insids ite This wais

wvhers the puople of Namuka had defande
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theuselves against the Tengans. VWhich Tonga

jneroased vhen this descendant of Rokalex,

cave on the cther sife of the islend. The entrance was sa2ll, and hich up
the side of the hill locdking out over the sea, We clizbed up and stecd in
the entrance. Iomediately inside was a L'Le.r-go nit about ten feet deep and cbout
fifteen fect in diameter, Jonc pointed at the pit and said tThat is the oven
where we cocked the Tongans,'
Beyond the pit was the cave itself. It went up poerhaps 40 or 50
Poet above our heads full of bals swooping abeut, At our level ledges
went off into the d&inm distance and below, & sheor drop into darkness. 1
threw a sbtone in to test the depth and it scunded like about 100 feet,
though L ﬂi_dn't time it. There had becn a fight, Jone snid, inside the cave
between an 1m—rc:.\11ng farce of Tongans and the people of Harmka led by
Rakalee, who was 2lcto a Tongan, but it was not 111 I get back to the village
and got Pijila to help thoet I scrted cul the following story:
Tarai was the chief when the people were living at Korovusa.
He was a cruel cannibal with a particular appetite for
children andso, after putting up with it for a long tirme
the pecple of Naruka decided tc rebel against hin
At that tine there were a nuber of Tongans living in
Napuka in five scperate settlenents. b Seme of then
joined in the rebellion, but Tarzi was oo powerful
Por them and his warriors drove then fron Kerovusa
imbo the fortificaticns behind the touwn. There is a
cenebery there where they buried their dead. Eyentuolly
they were driven to seek refuge in the cave and at that
point a war party arrived fron Tenga, and Taral engnge ed
then o go indo the cave and exterminate the Naruians.
b Behdad a6 ; B .
They heuled an open beat up the hillside fron the beach
and tied ropes to it and used it to lewer a purty
about 30 picked warriors dewn into the cave to figh t the

Narmubkeons, Hewever, the MNuoukan pouple overpowered then

jaotead ond Xillell then all.
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that the Tongans had sucoeeded so that nor
core down, XRokalen did sc, the next bateh cane down in the
hant and were c¢lubbed in turn, This tine, when the erpty
boat was hauled up to the mouth of the cave the Tengans
aw the blool on the timbers and know they had been
betrayed, They lct the beat fall beek into the cave and
f1led, The Mamuks people nd a feast on the bedies of their
encmies, Tarai was killed later, =2nd Rakalea now becanme
the leader of the Nemion people. He led thou to settle
¢ g #6
at the site cof their present village, ™
This mey of course be a highly garbled version of events. My confidence
in Jone's account as I understood it wes less than in thot of Vosabalavu
not, because I doubted his veraeity but because he did not pay the sape
attention to names and with iy owm linguistic limitaticons his story lacks
peans of verification., Pijila wos unfaniliar with Namuda, and simply
translated vhat he and others said. However, it seems cleor thet ths
conflicting oral traditions arc based cn sonme fairly vigorous activity, and
the cave itself wculd be an obviouws place for an archacological investigeticne.
There rust be human remains, and possibly the wreck of & boat dropped into the
cave, vhich would make it possible to date whatever happened with some aceuracy.
This is cne exanple only of the kind of opportunity which is likely
to exist in nany Lauan islands., Tongan settlement and invasion by beth
casteways and warriors was a constant feature of Lauan history, wers too were
a freguent and inportant part of life, the nain and practically only deans
aveilable of initiating social chonge. Along with the later records of loeal
governnent it scems likely that the archoeclegy of relatively rccent tines
ceuld provide scne of the soeial detail which underlies the 'Groat Man History!
of the oral tradition.
Back in Suva, ;."j.“ti-x only one working doy left before leaving on

trient with Colonzl Mate,

Nonday night for Nadi, T a4nn 11y pgained an appeir
now hack at his ofi'ice, His finag

- ' - i x . . 2 - 5 1 IR, o P e, Sl f e N s By Vo md Tocel T
futupre date I wight b. allowed to use the Lukutulkuraraba wes a 2t poiaiih T Y

e went on to renticad the trouble which had scrnebinus been ecaused by ovurseas
scholars, whp hed published vhat thoy elnimed were & bionad: accouzibs,
LOWEVER 833N nan . ‘bhi } beown all [ { £ the Poleatad (& E3 1)
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this vms why they had got the stary wrong. I agreed that I would scek the
o T .. m ! g sw s ; 3
approval of the Native loands ‘rust Board before publishing anything which

depended on material which they preovided, Celerel late was ouch nore

intercsted however vhon I described vhat I had been dcing in Lou, the

B - -

tartalising and incomplete nature off the evidence I had cbtained, and

aaln

elaborated oy idcas for collaboration with loeal pecple. ~ He conciuded by

4

aying that when 1 folt oy ability to read Fijian was adeguate, access to the

So thare does scen tc be a chance that both the political and the

1= L3 PO |

ingide’ Fijian history oy be solved.

"
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intecllectual problems

There is also a risk that acadenic freedom rnay ba lost sight of scaewhere

(R =1

aleong the line in the rrocess. That risk is one which I think will Inve to
s taken, and in the process, Fijian orcl tredibiosn and history nay well
o x...!'.L-J..’ anag in 1 5 o
cocre nolitienlly defused, For hisborians fthenmselves can sonetines become
eccne politically s
g - . > ]
agents of change.L“ There is perhaps an antlogy between the situation
of the latest Burcpean invador of the Pacific, the acadenmic, and the first,

the beachcorber. They soon discovered tha t the convention of unlimited

hospitality which scduced them from their ships concezled the reality of a
society based on the rrinciple of reciprocity. Ultimately their survival
depended on their ability to make themsclves useful to their host-societics, and
their fate, whethor as premier of an island kingdon or ingreodient in a feast
depended upon the rapidity with vhich tnyy aprreciasted this fact. Ono of the
riost successPul heacheorbérs in the lau group was o ran called Williem
Beddoes of whom Baorin Turpin, 2 darist of the 1860s and '70s becare
O whom Rasiii I a2

N . o i . 8 gigl i Dt tos

the inadvertant obituarist™ - 'It is a beautiful Lay' he wrote:
The Jacke (zmch the sane kind of vessel cs the AL Loy

gine) arrived from Dona Lepa with 3 passengers

3

bringing the intelligence of the death of Williaxm
Boddows, alizs the blacksuith, a mn of iron

eonstitution, hnd been o prize fightor in California,

i dnpian i e Ty . = N T [ 2 T
was a Pemerkably nood nechandice, and could work

The chicfs in this group as well sz dny white, a great
- - - i I A SN, RO PR 1 1= =y Foe= orlem PR b 2P 5 T < -
blyekmaand pwdl frightiful dzxdnker, he hud, Ilike nany
. g . : :
iy sy Tedinagdng fPostures onc of which was charity
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1t is eleszr Tron s evidence that if Boddees hed boen to 2 wniversity in

I 'r'l:_'

the 19708 he woull have becone an interdiseciplinary histordan swnd sg, oveiding

- hale

Y

if spared, his =2dditicn to drink end his blackguord reputeticn, but

) 5 . ¥ A B, o s e - -
interpreting Tcharity' as the practical pocling of opportunivics, inforoa

rescurces and idezs with the pecple of Fiji, I proposc to make his cbituary

professicnal notto,
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ATIS

" The aim of this project is to produce a history of - the Lau group,
the eastern part of Fiji, from the beginnings of human activity to the
present day. To do this we will need to use the methods and approaches not
only of history, but also of economics, social anthropology and archaeology.
We want to make a contribution to Fijian and Pacific history generally which
will be of value to the people of the Pacific Islands and in particular to
studerits at the University of the South Pacific and we propose to publish

our results in Fijian as well as in English,
METHODS

As far as possible, we intend to involve research students from Fiji
in the work of research and production, The book which will eventually

result will thus ba the work of a number of undifferentiated authors, some
from Adelaide and others from Fiji, The reason for this is partly because
it is a practical way of satisfying the reasonable demands of the Fiji
government that research should be of value to the Fijian community - as a
condition of granting a research permit. Even more important, however is our
belief that it will enable us to overcome the difficulties which Australians
would otherwise experience in understanding another culture. Collaboration
with indigenous scholars will enable us to produce results which will stand
a much better chance of surviving the re-appraisals of the future than would
be the case without such assistance,

We regard the divisions between the various relevant disciplines as

being for our purposes, distinctions between methods rather than the matter

of investigation: the past working and changing of Lauan society, and we
intend to use whatever methods seem most appropriate for the problems which
will arise, Oral Yraditions, for example, will provide a valuable source, but
while some of those have been written down as 'evidence' in various contexts,
and have thus become 'documents' other traditions, sometimes conflicting omes,
have not., There will be cases where such conflicts can be resolved or
illuminated by archaeological investigation, and other cases where excavation
may illuminate economic or technological change. In modern times, problems
of economic development and the effects on the group: of population pressure
and urban migration are also subjects which lend themselves to an inter-

disciplinary approach,

The Adelaide based participants will include J. Young, A.C. Reid,

M, Gale, F, McGrath, I.D. Campbell and B, Knapman, Others may be included
in the future. Some of us are working on theses of our own, and our work
on this project will merely constitute a part of the whole which remains
our primary concern, Others are working on thesis topics which lie wholly
within the project, and A.C. Reid and J. Young will be working solely on the
project. BEach of us will make it our aim to secure the co-operation of
Fijian collaborators and to give them every assistance towards producing
wark of their own. All of us, with the exception of A.C. Reid, intend to
visit Fiji for this purpose at various times this year, Detailed
arrangements with Fijian collaborators have thus yet to be made, though
we expect to create opportunities for at least six local researchers.
A%t the momeat it looks as though sections of the research work may be
distributed among the Adelaide participants as follows,

Participant Work on Lau'project Personal Objective

The earliest trace of human |
activity.

A,C, Ried Geneologies and Oral traditions Full-time participation
for the period 1000 A.D, - 1850 on this project.,

JJM.R. Young A survey of village sites and Full-time participation
fortifications to supplement on this project.
oral and documentary evidence
for the period 1000 - 1850 ,2

(continued over back)



Participant

Work on Lau Project

2.

. Personal Objective

I.D. Campbell

J.M.R. Young
A.C, Ried 5‘
S. Paech

B. Knapman

J.M.R, Young
M. Galeh

F. McGrath

FOOTNOTES

Barly culture contacts with
beachcombers and traders.

Missionarary activity in Lau, and
the relationship between Tongan
imperialism and religious change
1835-1868

Economic activity in pre-European
times and changes brought about as
a result of western contact

1820-1973

Tha Planter Cemmunity, land alien-
ation and political change 1860-
1900

The Establishment and Working of
the Fijian administration in Lau

18751970

Demographic change in the 20th
century and the results of
migration to Suva etc.

Ph,D, thesis on the
Pacific Beachcomber,

Full-time on this
project,

Ph,D, thesis on Economic
Change in Lau,

Full-time on this
project.

M.A./Ph.D. thesis on
Fijian politics in the
20th century,
M.A./Ph.D. on the

ef'fects of urbanisation
on Lauan society.

1e This section of the project will be dependent on collaboration with the
staff of the Fiji Museum, which I hope to arrange this August.

2 This

is also largely dependent on the help of the Fiji Museum,

34 Miss Paech has just completed a B.A. Honours thesis on 'Thomas Jaggar

and the Fiji Weslyan Mission 1838-49°'.

Her ability to further her

research next year will depend on her final result this year.

Lo Mr, Gale is at present an M.A, qualifying student.

I have just been informed that we have failed to gain A.R.G.C. support
this year under the special provisions for multidisciplinary projects, but work
has nevertheless continued., We have gained the co-operation of the Adelaide
University language Laboratory and of two Fijians resident in Adelaide who are
producing a course in the Fijian language at the expense of the History
Department U.R.G, All the Adelaide participants are learning the language,
and Mr, Campbell, Miss McGrath and Mr, Knapman have .applied to appropriate
bodies for funds to go to Fiji and proceed with their fiell work later this

year,
Scholarship.

Mr, Gale. is over 35 and therefore ineligible for a Commonwealth
He will be going to Fiji this year at his own expense.

Since I have been told that this application has been unsuccessful for
this year I have also applied for U.R.G. funds to make a mreliminary visi
I have also, on the advice of Pofe ssor R& - =
Croeombe, made contact with Mro A.Ce Ried, GoMeGe CoVoOs, now in Scotland
a  veteran of the Fijian administration and a personal friend of the Tui
Heyau, Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara, the present premier of Fiji, He has been

to Fiji in August.

working for many year

He writes:

s on a history of the leading Dynasty of the Lau group,

!T have been collecting geneologies, oral tradibions and personal
reminiscences for years, but the examination of archive material

has had to wait .for retirement,

Having achieved that state, I

realised that a lone individual .... needed an academic base for

work of thig nature if it were to be worthwhile,

This led to my

contacting Ron Crocombe about the possibilities of an attachment
st the U.S.P. but at the time there was nothing available,
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Your letter, coming out of the blue, has revived my
hopes and I would indeed be most happy to collaborate with
yous I would think that my particular interest in the Ia.
dynasty and its connections could well fit into your general
pattern, I found your proposed approach quite stimulating
and likely to-groduae the definitive work which the Iau
group merits.

Mr, Ried is an experienced Fijian linguist, and was formerly Chairman of the
Board of Examiners in Fijian, His knowledge and experience will be of great
value to the younger participants while his standing in the Fijian community will
be invaluable for the success of the whole project, He will be in Australis

in the early part of 1974 and I would like %o apply on his behalf for wetwrn
fares to Fiji and a salary for an initial period of one years I will ask him

to apply to you personally so that you will be able to determine the appropriate
salary level. Mr, Gale is also withcut support and I should like to make a
similar application for him,

I.have applied for study leave for one year beginning in August 1974, I
intend to spend at least the first six months of this period working full-time
on this project, and possibly the rest of my leave as well. I propose to
complete the microfilming of relevent source materials in the Fiji Archives
and then to visit all the islands in the Lau group in order to imvestigate
the most promising archaeological sites, collect oral evidence, and to microfilm
local government, church, and co-operative society recordse The late Professor
J.We Davidson suggested to me that it would be valuable if I could attend local
government meetings at District and village level, which I shall also do.

TRANSPORT

Lest August I visited Southern Lau in a commercial vessel as described
in the paper which I sent to you in support of my previous application., This
method has great disadvantages from the point of view of sustained research.
The choice lies between leaving a particular island on the vessel on which you
arrive = after a few hours in some cases, or waiting perhaps five or six weeks
for the next one, It might be possible to rely on government vessels, but the
same disabilities apply, and in addition there is grave risk of wearing out the
welcome which has hitherto been given by the Fiji government to inersasing
numbers of visiting academics,

I have therefore spent my spare time during the last two years building
a boat eppecially for the purpose. I shall be launching her in September
1973, She is 23! overall, 21' L.W.L, 8' beam and 3'6" draughte She has
salls, an outside ballast keel of 15 cwte,a five berth cabin and a 4 hep.
diesel auxiliary engine, The best quotation I have obtained for her shipment
from Adelaide to Suva is $325 (the Nauru Shipping Co.) and I should like to
apply for a grant to cover the cost of getting her there and back, I will
attend to her cradling apd unloading in Suva myself, While in Fiji she will
be available as a means of inter-island transport for all the people associated
with the project, She will also enable them to be to some extent independent
of Fijian hospitality, 7. 18

JUSTIFICATION OF 197/ BUDGET

1) Trave
ak Fares for J.M.R. Young, Adelaide~Suva return $ 320
b) TFares for A.C, Ried, Adelaide=Suva return $ 320
¢) Fares for M, Gale, Adelaide-Suva return $ 320
d) Cost of shipping boat Adelaide=Suva return % 650
1610

5e Letter of 30 March 1973.

(continued over baak)
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2) Personnel

A1l the Adelaide participants inthe project except Milton Gale

hawe support alreadye #.C. Ried, whose inclusion is invaluable.

4o the project, has not, I should like to request an initial grant
to cover an appropriate salary for a period of one year with a
possibility of renewal in 1975, the salary to'commence from the'

date of his departure from Aystralia to Fiji, M, Gale has an
outstanding record as an undergraduate and I have no doubt that he
will gualify this year as a post-graduate researchstudent, I

should like to apply for a similar salary for him commencing on 1 Jane

1974, $6323,

7iji GCollaborator

These are likely to te local research students with some support

of their own. Others may be graduates without support, and occasional
finanecial 2 ssistance may be necessary in any case to cover local
travel, equipment, and maintenance costse I should like to make a
detailed application after visiting Fiji in August 1973.

MAINTENANCE
Digging implements etce $ 50
Portable microfilm camera for local records $ 200
Microfilm $ 200
Portable tape recorder - for collection of $ 100

oral evidence

FIELD EXPENSES

Fijian hospitality is notorious, but it is desirable for researchers
to be able to pay for their accommodation and other services in
kind, indeed the Fiji government insists on adequate funds being
available o researchers before a research permit is granteds

Living in Suva itself is as expensive as living in an Australian
city. The participants likely to be involved in fieldwork: in

1974 are A.C.Red, J.M.R. Young, M, CGale, Fo lMcGrath for whom

I would like to ask for the following:

30 days in Suva at $10 per day $300 x 4 = $1200
90 days in the lau group at $5 per day $450 x 4 = $1800

When the arrangements with Fijian collaborators have been finalised
it will be necessary to make further applicationse

PUBLICLTIONS ETC,

JeM.Re Young Frontier Socicty in Fiji 1858-1873, (PheD, thesis,
University of . Adelaide, 1968)e

u "Evanescent Ascendancy: The Planter Community
in Fiji'! in J.W. Davidson and D, Scarr (eds.?
Pagific T P raits.

u "Australia's Pacific Frontier' Historical Studies,
Noe 47, Nove 1966,

" ﬁmgixglialg Pagific Frontier, GCassell, Melbourne,
1967,
n 1A Strategy for an Interdisciplinary Approach to

the History of Lau's Typescript 1972, (I do not
intend to attempt to publish this as publication
could well prejudice the success of the scheme

it describes, and for which this applicstion ig
mzdes A copy was enclosed with my earlier applicat
ion,) R

This project is not substantially different from the one for which I applieq
for assigtance in Jamuary 1973, May I therefome refer your committee to the
referees! reports you will have already r eceivede



77 Arthur Circle,
Forrest, A.C.T. 2603,
» X 2£l-th April, 1975.

Dear John,

Many thanks for your most interesting letter with its enclosures
on Ono=i=Lau and the progress of the Pacific Studies project at the
University, :

I am delighted that so many things seem to be going well both
with the Lau venture and the University proposals, With Garth Rogers,
Archie Reid and Roger Green all associated with the former I am quite
confident that the end result will be a really authopitative monograph
which will bring the whole of the archaeological, ethnohistorical,
anthropological and documentary evidence to a focus on the cultural
dynamics of a single but most important area where Melanesia meets

Polynesia.

This is the real inter=disciplinary approach, so often advocated
and so seldom achieved; and you could not have found a better team, both
from the standpoint of the width and the breadth of their knowledge. It
all goes to support one's contention that Pacific History is essentially
a part of Pacific Studies and that, for its proper understanding, it
needs more than the documentary expertise of the shhoolman historian.

I only wish that I could attend your seminar, to which you kindly
invite me, not to speak (for I am ill-equipped on the subject in compar-
ison with the area specialists) but to listen; and perhaps help with the
drafting., But the fates have decreed otherwise, for I am at present
right in the midst of a sea of troubles over the Banaban business,

Not to make a Jong story of it the Banabans have two actions in
the UK High Court against IMG for amounts totalling $25 millions, and a
petition before United Nations for the separation of Ocean Island from
the GEIC, I appear to be the chief (and indeed the sole living) witness
for several of the matters at issue, having made the lands settlement of
Banaba in 1931, published the sole article on their ethnohistory in 1932
and the only monograph on their lands and funds in 1946, having bought
Rambi Island for them during the war, and settled them there after it,
and finally prepared the '‘Statement of Intentions' governing their rights
to both the ownership of Rambi and Ocean.

Anyway the pressure to give evidence in London mounts daily, and
a subpoena has now been served requiring my attendance late this month
The British Government, as defendants, appear equally
averse to my appearance (and I am after all a Crown servant and in receipt
of a Crown pension). Seliciters in Londen and Canberra are arguing that
I must (or must not) go and doctors that I can (or cannot).  Any moment
T expeet to find myself handcuffed to a London detective (with Mr Stene=-
house tied to his other wrist) and whisked off by Qantas.

or early next.
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So I'm sure you'll understand why I cannot come to Adelaide until
things have quietened down a bit. Though come to think of it probably
the best thing I could do at the moment would be to leave Canberra without
a forwarding address. . If the Banabans would send aleng a cheque for
just 1% of the 25 millions I'd be off and risk the wrath of HMG: I'm
not avaricious.

I was most interested in your very nautical description of approach-
ing Ono=i=Lau: you certainly have become the deep-sea small=craft navigator
& la David Lewis. Put it must have been quite fascinating and exhilirating
at the time; and no small feat to have come through it all without getting
weecked in the process: as everybody predicted,

I should have sent you a copy of 'The Voyage of the Pandora's tender'
before you left Adelaide; in fact I can't think why I was so stupid. But
no matter for the current would have prevented you from appreaching the
island from the same direction as Renouard, and in any case you recken, teo
my great satékfaction, that I'm right in the identification of the island
(which is the really important point at issue). It would be superb if
Totame Rarawa can find any oral testimony concerning the visit. I'm
sending you two copies of the article se you can pass one on to him if
you think he'd be interested,

I have read through the 'Short history of recent developments in
Pacific Studies' with appreciation of all the hard work and lobbying that
you muat have put into the proposals and a feeling of optimism that the
end result may well prove more satisfactory than I had hoped for. I
would certainly favour the initial establishment of a co—ordinating foecal
centre for Pacific Studies along the lines of the proposed Centre, under
a Director (whem I hope would be yourself) and an inter-departmental
committee consisting of members of various departments who are interested
as individuels in one or more aspects of Pacific Studies, together with
any personnel appointed to the Centre itself in order to endure the
provision of an adequate range of courses.

Through the appointment of a full=time Director you would be able
to ensure the viability and continuity of the Centre, and thus aveid the
difficulties experienced by other Universities with Pacific Studies prog-
rammes devised merely by Inter—departmental Programme Committees and
without anyone really in charge or even a room where one can go for infor-
mation and advice; and to meet other staff and students.

Here at the ANU there are several @entres for specialized area or
subject studies working along the lines now propesed for Adelaide, under
full=time Directors; and they seem to be successful where other ventures
have failed or become moribund,

I have just heard from Garth Rogers and look forward very much to
meeting him shortly. Meanwhile let me know if there is anything which
1 can do to assist the establishment of the Centre for Pacific Studies.
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With best wishes for the success of all your projects and
hoping that Ruth and the children flourish, as well as yourself;
and please remember me to Archie Reid -~ his wife once fainted in
my arms in church, just before marrying him, if I remember rightly.

Yours ever,

te}

.
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PACIFIC STUDIES: A short history of recent developments.

Te To 1972

1) Pacific history was introduced in the History department

under John Young. It quickly emerged as a popular student
option. Post-graduate enrolments in Pacific History began

to rise rapidly.

2) Professor Harry Maude of A.N.U. donated his exten31ve collection

|

|

to the Barr-Smith lerary and accepted an Honorary Professorship |
in History. |
[}

[

II. 12 September 1972

Professor Gough forwarded to the Vice Chancellor John Young's
report recommending closer cooperation between Adelaide
Universi and the University of South Pacific to facilitate
research, to perform a service to Fijian students wishing to
study in Australia., Included sketch of potential role
Adelaide might play in the field of Pacific Studies.

III. 14 March 1973 !
' |
!

Faculty of Arts invited John Young to make euhmissien on
development in Pacific Studies for the 1976-78 triennium.

10 April 1973

On the basis of documents submitted by John Young the Faculty
commended the proposed development and urged "that resources
should be channelled as speedily-as possible towards the needs of
this field." John Young's document recommended:

1) Central catalogue of Pacific materials held by Adelaide
libraries.

2) Membership in the Pacific Manuscripts Bureau at the A.N.U.
which lists and collects manuscript materials on the
Pacific. P

%) Development of collaboration with University of South
Pacific at Suva.

4) Language teaching capabilities in at least Mofu, Pidgin,
Maori, Samoan, Tahitian, and Hindi. ,

5) Special travel money to enable Post-graduate students to
work in the field,

6) Staff development in archaeolegy, anthr0pology/EOciology,
and linguistics.

IV. 3 July 1973 .
/

Professor Harry Maude endorsed John Young's document and f
suggested in addition: .

1) A look at Pacific Studies Programme in Auckland and Hawaii
where subjects are offered on an interdisciplinary basis
through collaboration between staff members in various
departments, supervised by & Programme Committee.



2.

s Vs

VI.

VII.

VIII.

IX.

2) Interdisciplinary subjects to be offered at Adelaide
to undergraduates. This would make Adelaide unique among

Australian universities.

3) Establishment of an Adelaide University Committee on
Pacific Studies with perhaps extramsural members from
South Australian museum and Flinders. ;

4 September 1973

Faculty of Arts resolved "that development in Pacific Studies
take place within existing departments and not as a separate
department." & :

5 October 1973

Draft Australian University Committee submission put before
Education Committee. Recommended the establishment of "a

Department of Pacific Studies within the Faculty of Arts and

under the leadership of a Professor of Pacific History. The minimum
supporting staff would be three academics and a secretary/typist."
Rejected purchase of house in Suva, '

Education Committee resolved by a vote of 25 to 2 with 10
abstentions "that the development of Pacific Studies be linked with
appointments in existing departments of the University."

The final Australian University Commi$$gé submission as a result
cut the request for a separate department and asked instead for
the appointment of a Professor of Pacific History within the
History department.

12 March 1974

Professor Gough submitted for the consideration of the History
Departmental Committee, a memorandum sharply criticizing the
Australian University Commif#k¥ submission. He observed that the
History department had not been consulted and that it would probably
not favour development in Pacific History at the expense of other |

fields of history. _ )
25 March 1974 E ‘

The Hiétory department voted to reserve its judgment on the
proposal until it had received answers from the Vice Chancellor
to the questions about. funding posed by Professor Gough.

13 May 1974

The Vice Chancellor replied to Professor Gough's letter of 17 April
and indicated that should a Professor of Pacific History be
appointed within the History department, the new professor and his
colleagues (if any) would compete for research and travel funds on
the same basis as other staff members. )

/

August 1974

The Planning Committee revived discussion of development of Pacific
Studies in a centre or a separate department.
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XI.

XII.

XIII.

12 August 1974

Professor Gough in a letter to Professor Jordan,
Chairman of the Planning Committee, listed many of the
reasons why the History department was suspicious of ’
development of Pacific Studies within the History |
department. The burden of the letter was that it would !
be too much for the department to provide the supporting |
disciplines essential for the study of Pacific History |
ag it has developed in recent years. i

11 September 1974

The Faculty of Arts resolved to "endorse the establishment
of Pacific Studies as a separate department or centre in
the University and ask the Education Committee to re-
examine the question.

26 September 1974

A Sub-committee of the Faculty reported a recommendation
that "the proposed development in Pacific Studies take

the form of a Centre headed full-time in the first instance
by a Director who should be of at least Reader status,
reporting through the Faculty of Arts; provision will also
need to be made for secretarial assistance, funds for
travel and research and the teaching of Pacific languages."

The end result of this series of events is that the Faculty
of Arts has been requested to clarify its submission. , Our
committee is expected to specify in detail the ways and
means of providing the development which the Faculty has

endorsed.

Specifically, "The Education Committee noted the Planning
Committee's request to the Faculty of Arts that it provide
further information on the establishment of a Centre

showing its development for the period 1976-78, including |

(2) structure, including academic and non-academic staffing
needs; (b) library, research, teaching grant and travel |
needs; (c) the integration of the Centre with departments
and the Faculty; () locations and estimated space
requirements; and (e) subject courses that might be offered."




7‘ £ (I Crivatl i: / mee/ /;(f— A e anduen (f- L ﬁ?/arcc.&m““
C/[,i wu/é{[ /S M/&(A? /I;JJ/ q,;_ ﬂ“’fg /£:!(u- /;f’f ?éiﬁrﬂw—yg"
_/S’f' H fs‘{;,., \ f |I'

The Faculty's Committee to examine the submission on Pacific Studies
met on 13 January 1975 and after some discussion proposed .the following:

1. That the Faculty reiterate that its currént development réquest
is for a Centre, not a department. It should be designated the Centre
for Pacific Island Studies in order to identify its function more
precisely. '

During the last two decades research in the Pacific Islands area
has developed a strong interdisciplinary bént. It has also become
more expensive than the research conducted by ordinary depariments
in the Faculty of Arts. Its research and travel needs would be
roughly comparable to those of Anthropology. Anthropology as an
established discipline clearly merited departmental status in the
Faculty of Arts in a way that .Pacific Island Studies would not.

At the same time a department of Pacific Island Studies would require

a greater financial allowance than its undergraduate student numbers
might be expected to warrant if it were to develop the interdisciplinary
research and teaching capabilities necessitated by the field.

The creation of a Centre of Pacific Island Studies would enable the
University to coordinate teaching and research in the field without
loss to existing departments. It would also provide an academic base
for many pre- and post-doctoral researchers in New Zealand and the
Pacific Islands as well as in Australia whose frequent enquiries to
Adelaide prove the need for more facilities in this part of the world.

IT. That the Faculty make the following reply to the questions posed
by the Education Committee.

A. "Structure, incigdinn academic and non-academic staffing needs."

1. Director and secretarial assistance.

The Centre should be established in the first instance by the
appointment of a full-time Director of at least Reader status,
reporting through the Faculty of Arts. The Director should be an
established research scholar and should be provided with the
secretarial and office assistance appropriate to a departmental
chairman. The Director's initial responsibilities would be:

"a. Assuming the supervision ofléxisting pos t=graduate work
in Pacific Island Studies in the Faculty of Arts where
appropriate and desirable.

b. Undertaking the supervision of new post-graduate students
) in his own field, and arranging for suitable supervision
// in other fields.,

¢. Allocating research and travel funds.

d. Developing undergraduate subjects related to Pacific Island
Studies in cooperation with existing departments.

e, Advising the Library in its acquisition and cataloguing
programmes in the field of Pacific Island Studies.

f. Advising the Faculty of Arts on further staff development
in Pacific Island Studies.

g. Developing Pacific Island Studies as an interdisciplinary
field through the organisation of specific research programmes .

o |
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2. FMurther academic staff.

a. t would be highly desirable to make split appointments in
the following fields soon after the Director is appointed.
(This would enable undergraduate subjects to be listed in
the Calendar simultaneously under Pacific Island Studies
and the appropriate departmental subject listings.)

1) A lecturer in Pacific history to be employed half-time
by the Centre and half-time by the Department of )
History. In his work for the Centre, this lecturer
would supervise post-graduate students in his field
and develop his own research programme; in his work .
for the History department, he would relieve the extra
burden in undergraduate teaching in Pacific History
that could be expected to follow the establishment of
the Centre.

2) A lecturer in Pacific anthropology to split his time
between the Centre and the Department of Anthropology
in the same basis. ,

3) A lecturer in either Economics, Politics or Pacific
Islands Ecology to split his time on the same basis
between the Centre and the department appropriate to
his field.

b. Three research Fellowships should initially be allocated to
the Centre on a permanent basis.

c. Part-time tutors should be made available to provide special
language instruction according to the needs of post-graduate
students attached to the Centre. (In the case of several
Pacific Island languages, this instruction could be
provided through tapes in the language laboratory.)

"Library, research, teaching grant and travel needs."
L
1. Library needs. ’

a. One Professional Officer (Grade I) for three years ﬁo (1)
organize and catalogue the library's holdings and acquisitions
in fields related to the work of the Centre, and (2) produce a
. union catalogue of all llbrary holdings in Adela::.def

b. An additional library grant of $5,000 per annum to ¢over the
purchase of books. 1 |

¢c. TFurther funds to be used to purchase research mﬁterials

required by staff members attached to the Centre on;tha same

basis as staff members of existing departments. i
“
2. Travel needs. ° I

Field work in the Pacific Islands would be costly but essential
for staff and post-graduate students attached to the Centre. TFunds
comparable to those available to staff and post-graduate students
in Anthropology should be prov1ded. R i

saidfa
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5. Teaching grant needs. i

Teaching grants would be required for language instruction through
part~time or full-time tutors in accordance with students needs,

C. "The integration of the Centre with departments and the Faculty."

It would be the responsibility of the Director to identify teaching
capabilities in the field of Pacific Island Studies within existing
departments and to develop interdisciplinary teaching programmes in
accordance with those capabilities (see section II.A.1.d, above). In
addition the Director would participate in the appointment of new
members of staff in existing departments where the new appointments
were clearly relevant to Pacific Island Studies. (See also Section
II.A.2. above). The centre should be represented initially by one
member on the Faculty of Arts, the Education Committee and other
appropriate faculties as the Centre develops.

D. "Location and estimated space requirements."

The Centre should be initially located in the Hughes building or the
Napier building. Its minimum needs would be a Director's office, a
secretarial office, an equipment room and a seminar room. Additional
rooms would be required as lecturers, tutors and research fellows were
appointed.

E. "Subiect courses that might be offered."

1. Supervision of post-graduate students on an interdisciplinary
baSiS .

2. Development of a coherent undergraduate course of study in
Pacific Island Studies based on cooperation with existing
departments (perhaps on the model of the current Asian Studies
programme) . o '

3. Development of a special fourth year honours programme in
Pacific Studies on an interdisciplinary basis.
. !
4. Service lectures and other teaching aid to be given %o
existing departments as requested.
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77 Arthur Circle,
Forrest, A.C.T. 2603,
21st December, 1974,

Dear John,

Tt was a mucheappreciated thought to send me those two letters
with the story of your epic wanderings through the Lau Group and the
two countries which have influenced them most in pre=contact days.

I shonld have replied before but have been away almost constantly
earning my living on some other jobs unconnected with the academie world,
though fortunately not with the islands. And in neither letter did you
give any forwarding address, so I am perforce gsending this to the Univer=
gity in the hope that they will re-address it.

You must be delighted at the success of your ship and, not least,
at your own navigational prowess. This will effectively confound the
eritics who maintained that you would be wrecked before you had even
started.

All your troubles seem to have been due to the fallibility of
those on whom you had of necessity to rely. It put me in mind of the
days when Ron Crocombe was a student here during his thesis-writing days.
He had to make a field trip to Tonga and despite three letters and a
telegram from me all about it they jailed him on arrival as an undesirable,
whom they knew nothing about but suspected of intending to seduce the
girls of Tonga from their hitherto virtuous lives., And then the money
the A.N,U. promised to send did not arrive, because the Finance people
could only remit to a Pank, and he had to sponge on the locals he was
supposed to be seducing. Good old Ron, I suspect many of his strong
views date from his own early experience as a student.

Your analysis of Ratu Mara's objections are borne out by what we
hear from all other sources. Indeed it is the same all over the Pacific:
juet as in the past the expatriate Government officials took the blame
for everything, these days the island leaders are getting it and react
rather violently (in the Cooks, Niue, Palau, Neuru, Fiji, and most other
places I kmow). It is the same in research: until recently foreign
Universities and foreign scholars could take the rap; now it is being
found that local studente working for local Universities can upset the
apple=cart even more effectively.,

We had a party of visitors from the Gilberts yesterday complaining
of the way in which the Young Turks now returning from the U.S.P. and
elsewhere were behaving: far too iconoclastic. Clearly what they feared
was thai the present local Lstablishment, comprised of a Europeanized
but non-graduate elite = were going to be pushed aside by a new elite of
gradunates and technically qualified young men. It is inevitable, but
the change—over is not going to be a particularly peaceful one.

Bob Langdon has just returned from Samoa where he was effectively
prevented from microfilming a single document in mission or private hands,
despite having gsecured permission well in advance. The ban applied to
Government material too, all on the grounds that he was engaged in pillaging
part of the Samoan heritage. He did even worse than Phillipa, who at
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least saw her El Dorado, and even touched some of the coutents.

It was an astute move on your part te incorporate Archie Reid in
your project. I knew that he would be an invaluable asset from his leocal
knoweldpge and scholarly bent but I had not appreciated his value politi=—
cally, or even realized that he would still possess eny clout with the
povers=that=be in Fiji today. It speaks volumes for his personally that
he still possesses mana; for the present administrative tycoons would be
only too glad to put some of their former masters in their place were they
to return.

I envy you your wanderings, though you have certainly earned this
trip by hard work over the past years and it seeme to be producing a fair
cache of gold in adding to the picture of early Lau from the first setile=
ment onwards, As the archaeological patterns emerge the traditional
evidence will be the easier to fit in, Tlow I wish that I had been stuck
like you on Ono, for I should rather visit that island and the Tuvanas
than any others in Fiji. That article I wrote on the 'Cruise of the
Pandora's tender' had Ono for its key location: I shall be interested to
learn some day if you reckon that I was right in my identification.

The excavation expedition to Vatoa which you speak of for next
year sounds just the kind of salvage operation (due to the threat of the
lighthouse) which the Suva Conference of 1971 and meetings since gave No.1
priority to., It migh well be worth your while talking it over with Jack
Golson with a view to getting the venture funded as a matter of urgency.
Jack would also know of potential M.A. candidates who could be grub-staked
‘to do a thesis on the site work, its yield and significance.

You probably heard from your Adelaide stand-in that T spent some
theee weeks there recently working on the television epie of all time,
the theme being Europeans in the South Seas. It amused me that when the
ABC came down to deciding where the preliminary work could be done best
and quickest the answer was the Barr Smith Pacific Islands Collection.
And there I met Professor lligham from Princeton, also working on Fijian
history, who had given Canberra a miss in order to make straight to the
Adelaide Collection, where he found several items not in the Mitchell
or the Library of Congress. And last week there came a letter from a
professional writer working on a book on Parkinson and Queen Fmma, who
had also being doing his research in 'the marvellous library there'.

So bit by bit it will get kmown, and if the University will only keep it
up to date it will inevitably become the focal centre for documentation-
based FPacific studies.

I am about to bury myself in writing again, having a Commonwealth
Literary Grant for 1975 and the itch once again to forget the world and
get lost in the islands as they were in a sort of romantic dawn which I
visualize all too easily but realize probably never existed,

Meanwhile, we hope that all continues to go well_with Ruth and the
children and your goodself, and we wish you all a very Happy Christmas
and a most successful New Year,

Yours ever, .

i
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77 Axthur Cirele,
Forrest, A.C.T. 2603,
5rd Joly, 1973.

De'r Johﬁ'

I am sorry to have been so loug in responding to your letter
of the 26th, It arrived just as Y was working on a belated request
from the ANGC for a report on your application for financial assistance
re¢ the Lau project.

1 enclose a copy of my report on this, though I suppose that
atrictly speaking T shouldn't. [IHowever it can do no harm and may be

~ of help; and T know that you will keep it confidential,

_ Immediately I had finished this I started on
the letter to Progessor Badger. 1 found it rather difficult to write
as T was not quite sure what you wanted or what could best help you;
and T was anxious to do my best.

Aunyway it is finished now; and typed (which took we the whole
worning). I made several stupid typing errors so in the end had te
content myself with just an original, which I am now enclosing in an
unsealed envelope. -

Would yon please have a good look at it and if it is n.b.g.
put it in the w,p.b., or bury it. I shan't mind because I realize
that I could be swimaing in waters a bit out of my depth (not kmowing
the internal politics of Adelaide University). .

If however you think it can do no harm then perhaps you would
be so kind as to run off copies for the others whom you mention and
have them all delivered as guickly as possible. '

1'm serry 1 have no facilities here but as you know I'm all
on my own mad the Depertment is in a state of utter chaor today,
having had their petition for a separate Frofessor of Pacific llistory
knocked back by the Faculty loard last eveming. At the moment they
don't know if they are coming or going.

Your talk on FPecific Tourism here was indeed an immense success,
as I have heard on every side - even Deryck couceded as much - and the
man of Adelaide bas risen accordingly. Congratulations on what was
evidently a most impressive effort.

Yours, in haste to catch the mmil,



77 Arthur Circle,
Forreﬂt, A, C- To 26‘03,
3rd July, 1973.

Professor G.M. Badger,
Vice=Chancellor, The University of Adelaide,
ADELAIDE, South Australia 5001.

Dear Irofessor badger,

I hope that your will pardon my temerity in following up eur
recent luncheon conversation with a few tentative suggestions for the
further development of Pacific studies in the University of Adelaide,
based on observations and discussions made during six weeks of daily
visits to the University in May and June,

The Development of Pacific Studies

The development of Pacific studies an a co—ordinated multi-
disciplinary basis, whether at the graduate or under-graduate level,
is a fairly recent academic innovation confined to the island Univer=-
sities and a few situated in the countries bordering the Paeific Ucean.
Apart from the Universities of the South Pacifie, Fapua and New Guinea,
and Guam, where such studies naturally forman integral part of mest
course work, at least in the social sciences, inter-disciplinary
Programmes of Pacific Studies exist so far as I am aware only in the
University of Hawaii, the Center for South Pacific Studies at the
University of California's Santa Cruz campus, the University of
Auckland and the Research School of Pacific Studies at the Australian
National Tmiversity, where it is confined to posi-graduate research

0“].?0

The lesson to be gained from watching the inception and
development of these programmes is, in my submission, the desirability
of beginning unpretentiously within the existing academic structure
and building gradually as the need arises, The Research School of
Pacific Studies exists by virtue of somewhat generous grants of
Government funds but it has not developed an integrated teaching
programme in the School of General Studies; while the propesal for
a School of Melanesian Studies at the University of New Imgland never
materialized, since its expense was not considered te be warranted
by the need., The Cenéer for South Pacific Studies seems similarly
to have been established on a scale too ambitious for viabllity.

On the other hand at Auckland and Hawaii successful programmes
have been developed over a period without separate buildings, scheols,
departments or staff simply by the appointment of Pacific Pregramme
Committees consisting of existing University personnel, with one or
two non=University members, interested in some aspect of Paecifie
studies. In Auckland the Committee includes representatives of the
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Departments of Anthropology, Economics, Fdueation, Geography and
History, with a member from the Faculty of Science and the Director
of the Auckland Museum, while in Hawaii the Professor of Political
Science acts as Programme Director, with members representing the
Depariments of Art, “ducation, Geosciences and History, and others
from the Faculties of Science and Medicine and the University Library.
Few Committee members are solely engaged in Pacific studies, but when
required they endeavour to arrange for courses, siminars or tutorials
within the range of their competence; and acting as a body the

Commi ttees peint out, when necessary, the need for full or part—time
lecturers on specific topics., In the University of bDawaii, where
Pacific studies have been developed over a decade or more, it is now
possible to take an Y.A. in Pacific Islands studies, which includes

a basic course in the anthropology, geography or history of the region.

Australia as a Centre for Pacific Studies

The case for Australia as a centre for Pacific studies is
based on the fact that with the demise of Luropean imperialism an
inereasingly introverted Furope has abandoned its former leadership
and interest in Pacific Islands problems, The western countries
are now defunct as far as Pacific studies are concerned: the last
course on the subjeet in Fngland has now, I understand, closed down,
and the position is only marginally better in France. Those Furo-
peans who, like myself, still wish to work on Pacific research have
therefore perforce to live as expatriates in Australia, 'ew Zealand,
Hawaii or California.

Fortunately the peripheral countries bordering the Pacific
itself have taken up with enthusiasm the task abandoned by the old
world and have developed its scope and scale to an extent undreamt
of even twenty years ago. The island Universities are following
this lead, but it will be some time before they can rely on an economic
infra-structure sufficient te suppert teaching and research on the
scale possible in the larger and more affluent countries which surround

them,

Furthermore, due to such institutions as the Research School
of Pacific Studies and the increasing interest being taken in Pacific
Islends affairs by the Commonwealth Government, Australia is now the
undisputed leader in Pacific research, supported as she is by a
pre-eminence in library holdings. Following on the 1971 Unesco
Seminar-Conference on Source Materiale related to Hesearch in the
Pacific Area (at which Mr T, Raymond of the Barr Smith Library was
the South Australian participant) a pelicy is being implemented to
achieve absolute completeness in Australian holdings, either in
original eor photocopy, of all publikhed works, including articles,
monographs and pamphlets, relating to Oceania, and to maintain full
sets, again either in originel or on film, of all newspapers and
other serials published in or concerned with the area.
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On historical, political and economic grounds the Pacific
is a region of particular interest and importance to Australia.
It is her front door: the place to which the early planners, gevern=
ors and entrepreneurs of the colony turned ir considering the pro=-
vision of supplies and the development of trade. Australia's
first experiment in foreign commerce was in Tahitian pork; the
first Furopeans to live on most of the Pacific Islands were Aust-
ralian beachcombers; and in the 180 odd years that have elapsed
since the First Fleet this feeling of special interest has been
cemented by the growth of a network of missionary, commercial,
political and residential ties; as well as nowadays by the develop=
ment of the tourist industry.

All this suggests that where financial and personnel resources
are limited it is sound policy to concentrate on those things which
can be done best in this part of the world rather than anywhere else.
This is not for a minute to suggest that any aspect of learning should
be neglected: it is reassuring to think that Ausiralians are, or have
been, active in the study of classical archaeology, or the Greenland
ice~cap, or Slavonic history. Butl makifestly we cannot afford te
engage in every aspect of research and teaching with equal intensity
and it is therefore necessary to apply the time=honoured rule of
building on strength, In the field of Pacific studies we have
developed a lead and we should, it is suggested, maintain it by
continuing and expending our traditional links with Oceania and our
research into, and teaching on, regional problems.

The Tmiversity of Adelaide as an Australian Centre

It should be emphasized that while individual courses in
Pacific anthropology, geography or history are offered at a number
of Australian Tniversities, nowhere so far as I can ascertain are
there any plans for the provision of integrated courses on a multi=-
disciplinary basis. The Tniversity of Adegliide would appear
well-fitted to fill this void, since nowhere else has Pacific history
become so firmly established as a recognized and popular inter-
disciplinary study, attracting not only inckeesing classes of
undergraduate students, whose numbers have had to be restricted by
gquota, but also an impressive group of keen post-graduate students.
In fact nowhere else, whether in Sydney, Melbourne or Camberra, does
one find such enthusiasm for Pacific studies, and from cerrespondence
it is evident that more post-graduate scholars would be glad to come
if supervisory facilities could be extended.

The Adelaide library holdings of Pacific materials are,
furthermore, probebly second only te theose of the M%tchell Library
in Sydney, which are now accessible solely te a limited number of
approved pest-graduate research gcholars, And in a recently-acquired
accession the Parr Smith Library provides, in one roem, a collection
of some 10,000 items comprising the only separate Pacific Islands
Library in the world where students can survey the existing literature
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as a whole, divided by island groups and subjects, without having to
wade through an intimidating maes of irrelevant material on other
areas, as in the Mitchell and National Libraries.

Finally, the growth of teaching facilities in Pacific history
at Flinders University and d8so, I believe, at the Teachers College,
provide additional sources of specialized expertise which can be called
upon, on occasion, for help in lectures, seminars and supervision,
while the recent understanding reached with the University of the South
Pacific for mutual collaboration in research and student exchange
affords a unique basis for ensuring that work done in Adelaide will
be soundly grounded on practical realities and that post=-graduate
field-work will be facilitated at a minimwn cost.

Tentative suggestions for a development policy

If it be conceded that the time is opportune for an extension
of undergraduate teaching facilities in the field of Pacific studies
in Australia, as in New Zealand, Hawaii and California, and that the
Tniversity of Adelaide possesses certain advantages for taking the
initiative in their provision, the following suggestions may form a
possible basis for an initial discussion of ways and means.

(1) In every successful instance such inter-disciplinary regional
studies have started by extension from the enthusiasm engendered
through a well-established course on one particular subject,
usually anthropology (the earliest in the field). Of recent
years, however, Pacific history has tended to take the place
of anthropology as the focal centre of Pacific studies, being
a more latitudinarian sub-discipline relatively unfettered by
dogmatic theory or methodology which provides an ideal conspectus
of Pacific Islands societies and their development through time
in the face of environmental, cultural, economic and political
pressures, The fact that it is essentially a cross—cultural
study invelving a multi-disciplinary approach cannot fail to
broaden the outlook and sharpen the critical faculties of
students, while at the same time inculcating an awareness of,

a toleration towards, and a sympathy for people with not only
a skin colour different from their own but whose whole way of
life, outloek, values and motivations may be dissimilar.

(2) This is the case in Adelaide and, while I have not discussed the
matter with Dr J.M, Young, my observation suggests that as a
first priority he should be assisted by the appointment of an
additional staff member either in bis own discipline or in
anthropelogy, geography, prehistory, or conceivably linguistics,
who could take some of the burden off his shoulders and at the
same time broaden the content of the present course work and
tuition in Pacific studies. If an ethnohistorian, as for
example Dr I.R, Finney, should be chosen he could offer courses
in histery, and in addition anthropolegy and prehistory,
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(3) The next step might perhaps be the appointment of a Committee
of staff members interested in the development of Pacific
studies, with possibly one or two extra-mural members such
as Dr David Ililliard of Flinders University and Mr Graeme
Yretty of the South Australia Museum. This body could
recommend on the content of a Pacific Studies Programme as
well as on depatépmek#d] priorities, encourage existing staff
to contribute to Facific courses and suggest where additional
specialists might be needed when finance permits. It is
understood that Flinders has a somevhat similar South-Last
Asian Studies Group which has done much to further interest
within that University's particular area of conceniration.

(4) While Adelaide has splendid library resources for Pacific
students these are scattered all over the city in perhaps a
dozen repositories and a basic pre-requisite for effective
documentation=based study is the preparation of a master
catalogue showing the location of every item in every library.
Such a catalogue, which need not include full bibliographical
detail, could be compiled cheaply and quickly; and indeed a
specialist Pacific librarian is available for the work in
Adelaide at the moment.

(5) with the great increase in University and other teaching posts
in Pacific studies, and notably in Pacific history, and the
decrease of doctoral students at the A.N.U. it seems certain
that more M.A. and Fh.D. students will wish te come to the
University of Adelaide. ©Some of these post-—gradnate scholars
will of necessity require grants for field-work in the islands.

(6) In order to keep this already overly long and tendentious letter
within bounds I have deleted subsidiary matters suech as the
establishment of an inexpensive duplicated Journal for student
contributions, the encouragement of visiting lecturers on
special topics, and the like, as falling within the scope of
the suggested Committee for Pacific Studies. The most likely
means for initiating development, on the analogy of experience
in similar cases, would seem to be (at least where large sums
are not immediately available) the establishment in prineciple
of the University's special interest in the Pacific, the
appointment of at least one other staff member with competence
in some aspect of Pacific studies, andtthe formation of a
standing committee of individuals with sufficient enthusiasm
to get things moving from there, as the needs become clear and
finance permits.

In conclusion may I again apologize for taking advantage of the
honour which your University has so generously conferred on me by
offering these gratuitous suggestions. In my defence I can only plead
that the development of Pacific studies has been a lifetime preoccupation
and that, although not a lecturer, should 1 be able, as I hope, to settle
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in Adelaide I would be glad to assist in such a development by
conducting seminars or tutorials, or occasional lectures on subjectis
within my competence, advising on reading, or any other way in which
it is considered that I might be of service,

Yours sincerely,

H .E- Maude °



77 Arthur Cirele,
Perrest, A.C.T. 2603,
5rd July, 1973, =~

Frofesaor 6.4, Tadger, -
Vice=Chancellor, The University of Adelaide,
ADELALIDE, Sonth Australia 5001. ,

Dear (rofessor Vadger,

1 hepe that yeur will pardon my temerity in fellowing up our
recent lundheon conversation with a few tentative suggzestions for the
further development of Faecifie studies in the miversity of Adelaide,
based oo observations end disensaions made during six weeks of daily
vigits te the lniversity in May and June,

The Development of Facific Studies

The development of PFacific studies an a co-ordisated multi-
disciplinary basis, whether at the graduate or mnder-graduate level,
ig a fairly recent acadewic innovation eonfined to the island (niver—
gities and a few situnated in the countries bordering the Faeific Ucean.
Apart from the iniversities of the Seuth Paeific, Fapua and Yew fuinea,
and Guam, where such studies naturally for an integral part of moat
course worlk, at least in the social sciences, inter-disciplinary
Prograsmes of Vacific 3iudies exisi oo far as [ aa aware only in the
miversity of liawaii, the Center for Uouth Favific “tundies at the
Iniversity of California's Santa Cruz campus, the Univerwsity of
Auckland and the fieseareh Sghool of Facific Studies at the Australian
P:n;.ima‘l "miveraity, where it is confined to pest—graduate research
eniy,

The lesson to be pgained from watehing the inception and
development of these programmes is, in my submission, the desirability
of beginning wipretentiously within the existing academic structure
end huilding gradually es the need arises. The Nesearch Hcheel of
Fecific Studies exints by virtue of momewhat gemercus grants ef
Government funde but it has net developed an integrated tesching
prograsme in the Scheel of Teneral Studies; while the propesal fer
a School of Melanesian Studies at the University of new Ingland never
materialized, since fts expense was not counsidered to be warranied
by the need. The Cender for South Taeific Studies seews similarly
to have been establiched on a scale too anbitious for viabllity.

On the eother hand at Auckland and liavail successful programmes
have heen developed over a period witheut separate buildiags, schoels,
departmonts or staff simply by the appeintment of Faeifie I'rograswe
Coumi ttees conmisting of existing Univeraity persennel, with one or
two nenwUniversity members, interested in some aspeect of Pacifie
studies, In Auckland the Committee includes representatives of the

-
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bDepartmenta of Anthropolegy, Ieconemics, '‘ducatien, Geography and
Histery, with a member from the Faculty of seience and the Directer
of the Auckland ‘‘useum, while in llawaii the frofesser of i'olitical

- deijence acts as Programme Director, with members representing the
Departments of Art, :“ducation, Ceosciences and History, and others
from the Taeulties of Science and “edicine and the Imiversity Library.
Vew Cemmitiee members are seolely engaged in iFacific studies, but when
reguired they endeavour te arrange for courses, siminars or tuterials
within the range of their cempetence; and acting as a body the
Coumittees point out, when necessary, the need for full eor partetime
lecturers on specific topics, 1In the University of Hawaii, where
Pacific studies bave been developed over a decade or more, it is now
possible to take mn N.A. in Facific Islands studies, which includes

2 basie course in the anthrepelogy, geograpby or history of the region,

Australia as a Centre for Facific Stndics

_ The case for Australia as a centre for Pacific studies is
based on the fact that with the demise of ruropean imperialism an
increasingly introverted lurepe has abandoned its forwer leadership
and interest in Pacific Yslands problems, The weatern countries
are now defunct as far as Pacific studies are concerned: the last
course on the subject in "ngland has now, T understand, cloesed down,
and the position is only marginally better in France, Those iuroe
" peans whe, like myself, still wish to work on Vacific research have
therefore perforce to live as expatriates in Australia, 'ew Zealand,
Nawaii or California.,

Fertunately the peripheral countries berdering the Pacific
itself have talien up with enthusiasw the task abandoued by the old
world and have developed its scope and scale to an extent undreami
of even twenty years ago. The imlaud Univeraities are following
this lead, but it will be some time before they can rely on an &économie
infra-strueture sufficient to suppori teaching and research on the
scale possible in the lerger and wore affluvent countries which surround

then -

Furthermore, due to such institutions as the liesearch School
of Facifie Stadies and the increasing interest being taken in Pacifie
Jelande affairs by the Commenwveslth Government, Australia is new the
undisputed leader in Fasifie research, supported as she is by a
pre-eminenge in 1library holédings. Veollowing on the 1971 Unesce
Sewipar-Conference on Source Materiale related to lesecareh in the
Pacific Avea (at which ¥r 1, laymend of the larr Smith Library was
the South Australian participant) a poliecy is being implemented to
achieve absolute cempleteness in Australian holdings, either in
origiral er photocepy, of all publibhed worke, including articles,
wonegrayhs ard pamphlets, relating to Uceania, and to saintain full
sets, again either in originel or on film, of all newspapers and
other serials published in or concerned with the area.
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(o histerical, political and econemic grounds the Pacific
is a region of particular interest and importance to Austiralia.
it is her front door: the place te vhich the early planners, gevern-
ors and entrepreneurs of the colony turned in ecensidering the pro-
vision of supplies and the development of trade. Australia's
first experiment in foreign commerce was in Tehitian perk; the
firat Furopeans to live on most of the Facific Islands were Aust-
ralian beachcowbers; and in the 180 odd years that have elapsed
gince the Pirst Fleet thia feeling of special interest has bees
cemented by the growth of a network of missionary, commerciel,
political and residential ties; as well as novadaya by the develop-
ment of the tourist industry. :

All thie snggeats that where financial and persennel reseources
are limited it is sound poliey to concentrate on those things which
can be dene best in this part of the world rather than anywhere else,
This i& not for a minute to sugpest that any aspect of learning should
be neglected: it is reassuring te think that Australians are, or have
been, active in the study of classieal archaeology, or the Greenland
icemcap, or Slavenic history, FPut madifestly we cannot afferd te
enpage in every aspect of research and teaching with equal intensity
and it is therefore necessary to apply the time-henoured rale of
puilding on atrength, In the field of Pacific studies we have
developed a lead and we should, it ie suggested, maintain it by
continuing and expending our traditional links with lceania and our
research into, and teaching on, regional probhleme,

The Unl_vn,glggz of Adelaide as an Australian Centre

1t should be emphasized that while individual courses in
vacific anthrepoloegy, geography er bistory sre offered at a mumber
of Australian Tniversities, nowhere se far as I cau ascertain are
there any plans for the provision of integrated courses on a mulile
.disciplinary basis. The University of Adedllide would appear
wvellefitted to fill this void, since nowhere ¢lse has Yacifie history
becotie so fimly established as a2 recognized and popular inter-
disciplinary study, attracting tot oenly inckvasing classes of
undergraduate students, whose numbers have had to be restriected by
quota, but aleo an impresaive group of keen post-graduate students.
in fact nevhere elee, whether in Sydney, Nelbowrme or Canberra, does
one find such enthusiasam for Facific etudies, and frem cerreapondence
it is evident that wore poste—graduate scholars weould be glad te come
if supervisery facilities could be exiended,

The Adolaide library holdings of Facific materiala are,
furtbermore, probably second enly te these of the nitehell Library
in Sydoney, which are now accessible solely to a liwi ted number of
approved post-graduate remearch scholars, Aud in @ recently-scquired
accession the larr Smith Library provides, in one roow, & collection
of mome 10,000 items comprising the only separate tacifie lalands
. Library in the world where students can survey the existing litermture
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as a whole, divided by island groups and subjects, without having to
wade through an intimidating mass of irrelevant material on other
areas, a8 in the Mitechell and “ational Libraries.

Finally, the growth of teaching facilities ip Facific history
at Vlinders University and ddeo, 1 believe, at the Teachers College,
provide additienal sources of specialized expertise which can be called
upon, on oceasion, Tor help in lectures, seminars and supervision,
while the recent understanding reached with the University of the South
Pacifie for mutual collaboration in researeh and student exchange
affords a unigue basis for ensuring that work done in Adelaide will
be soundly grounded on practical realities and that post-graduate
field-work will be faeilitated at a minimun cost,

Tentative suggestions for a development pelicy

If it be conceded that the time is opportune for an extension
of andergraduate teaching facilities in the field of Pacific atudies
in Australis, s in Vew Zealand, Vawaii and California, and that the
tiniversity of Adelaide possesses certain advantages for taking the
initiative in their provision, the following sugpestions may form a
possible basis for an initial discuseion of weye and means.

(1) In every successful instance such inter-disciplinary regional
studies bave started by extension from the enthusiasm engendered
through a well-established course on one particular subkject,
usually anthropology (the earliest in the field). 0f recent
years, however, Pacific history has tended to take the place
of anthropology as the focal centre of Facific studies, being
a more latitudinarian subediscipline relatively unfettered by
dognatic theory or methodology which provides an ideal conspectus
of lacifie Ielands societies and their development through time
in the face of environmental, cuitural, economic and political
pressures, The fact that it is essentially a cross-cultural
study involving a multi-diseiplinary epprosch cannot fail to
broaden the outlook and sharpen the critieal faculties of
stodents, while at the same time inculeating an svareness of,

a toleration towerds, and a sympathy for people with not only
a skin eolour different from their own but whose whole way of
life, outlook, values and motivations may be dissimilar. '

'S

(2) this is the cese in Adelaide and, while 1 have not discussed the
matter with Dr J.M, Young, my observation suggests that as a
first priority he sheuld be assisted by the appeintment eof an
additional staff wmember either in bis own discipline or in
anthrepelogy, geography, prehistory, or conceivably linguisties,
who could take some of the burden off his sheulders and at the
same time breaden the econtent of the present ceurse work and
tuition in Pacific studies, 1f an ethnchisterian, as for
example Dr l.H. Finney, should be chosen he could offer courses

in histery, and in additien anthrepolegy and prehistory.
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(3) The next step might perbaps be the appointment of a Committee
of atalf wembers interested in the development of Pacific °
studies, with poasibly one or iwe extra~mural members such
as bUr DPavid ililliard of Flinders University and Mr Graeme
Fretty of the Seuth Australia Musews. This bedy could
vecommend on the content of & Pacific Studies Frogramme as
well as on depalépendsdl priorities, encourage existing staff
to contribute to Pacific courses and suggest where additional
specialists might be needed when finance permits, It is
undergtoed that Flinders has a somewhat similar South-iast
Asian Sindies Croup which has done muech to further intereat
within that University's partienlar ares of concentration.

~ (4) Yhile Adelaide bas' splendid library resources for Facifiec
atudents these are scattered all over the city in perhaps s
dozen repositories and a basic pre-vequisite for effective
documentation~based study is the preparation of a master
catalogue showing the location of every item in every library.
Such a catalogue, which need not include full hibliographical
detail, conld be compiled cheaply and quickly; and indeed a
aspecialint Pacific librarian is available for the work in
Adelaide at the moment. ¢

(5) With the great inerease in University and other teaching posts
in Facific studies, and notably in Facific history, and the
decrease of doctoral students at the A.¥.ll, it secems certain
that more M.A. and Fh,D. students will wish to come to the
Vniversity of Adelaide. Some of these post-graduate scholars
will of necessity require grants for field-work in the ielands.

(6) In order to keep this already overly long and tendentious letter
within bounde 1 have deleted subsidiary matters such as the
establishment of an inexpensive duplicated Journal for student .
contributions, the enconragement of visiting lecturers en
special topies, and the like, as falling within the scope of
the suggested Committee for Pacifiec Studies. The mest likely
zeans for initiating development, on the analogy of experience
in similar cases, wonld seem to be (st lesst where large sums
are not immediately available) the establishment ian prineiple
of the Mmiversity's special interest in the Pacific, the
appointment of at least one other ataff member with competence
in some aspect of Pacific stndies, andtthe formation of a
standing committee of individuale with safficlent enthusiasm
to get thinga moving from there, as the needs become clear and
finanee permits, '

- in eonclusion may I apain apologize for taking advantage of the
honour whieh your University has so generously conferred on me by

of fering these gratuitous suggestions, In my defence 1 can only plead
that the development of Pacifie studiea has been a lifetine preecompation
and that, although not a lecturer, should 1 he sbie, as I hope, te setile
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THE UNIVERSITY OF ADELAIDE

ADELAIDE, SOUTH AUSTRALIA
Department of History.

26 June, 1973.

Dear Harry,

I hope you had a pleasant drive back to Canberra. I'm sorry
I missed you but I had to get back here pretty quickly to cram the
teaching in to what remained of the week. It was a very useful visit
from my point of view. I think we've established the viability of
the History of the Tourist Trade as a research topic, and the
congensus seemed to be that there was plenty of historical material
without trying to include an analysis of the present situation in
the same thesis. Ruth seems happier about that - and in fact seems
inclined to concentrate on the period before 1940.

I also discussed Frances McGrath's and Bruce Knapman's projects
with Gerry Ward, who gave me a copy of a proposal by H.C. Brookfield
for a comprehensive study of the environment and human problems of
Lomaiviti and the Lau group. I've written to Brookfield suggesting
ways in which we might be able to help him.

I am to be summoned to the Planning Committee on Friday, 6 July
to present a case for the development of Pacific history and/or Pacific
Studies in Adelaide. The “Yay I received the message was that they are
basically in favour of the proposal and want to know the best way of
going about it. It looks like a splendid opportunity and I don't want
to spoil it. It would be a great help I think if you did prepare the
ground by writing to Professor Badger - as Chairman of the Planning
Committee and sent copies to Professor F.G. Jarrett, Chairman of the
Allocations Committee, Professor J.H. Carver, Department of Physics
(he is the chairman of the Standing Sub-Committee of the Planning
Committee) and to Dr. W.R. Prest, Dean of the Faculty of Arts.

I think it will be best if I prepare a fairly specific document
placing history in the forefront, but stressing its interdisciplinary
potentialities. I would be most gregateful for any suggestionsabout what
I should say in it. I hope that they will read it before I meet them
so that we can spend the time discussing their detailed misgivings when
I do. 1I'm very gratified to discover that they are prepared to think
in terms of a large-scale long term proposal, but I also want to
persuade them of the need to strike, in a small way if need be, while
the iron is hot.

Yours sincerely,

AT
{ o T 4
L7 N
" ¥
(‘-l‘”ﬁ({

John Young.
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A proposal for development in Pacific Studies 1973=78.

1. The Proposed Scope of Pacific Studies.

The following developments are suggested not with the aim of
expanding one department at the expense of others, or even of
strengthening the Faculty of Arts in relation to the rest of the
University. As J.R. Forster, Naturalist on Cook's second expedition
discerned, the Pacific demands an interdisciplinary approach. It was
an ocean in which a scholar could let his sights on 'nature in its
greatest extent: the Earth, the Sea, the Air, the Organic and
Animated Creation, and more particularly that class of Beings to
which we ourselves belong.'l An ambitious project for one naturalist
perhaps, but a proper aim for a university, especially this one,
which is particularly well placed to develop in this direction.

Pacific studies impinge upon several subjects already taught
within the departments of English, Geography, Economics, Politics,
History, and in the Faculty of Law. It might be expected that the
already well-established sub—discipline of Oceanic Linguistics might
find a place in a future department of General Linguistics, Anthropologists
have found, ever since their subject's birth, that the small size of
Pacific populations, their relative isolation, and their wide variety,
have made them ideal subjects for both detailed and comparabive research.
This remains true even as the emphasis of Social Anthropology shifts
from a study of tuncontaminated! societies to a study of gocieties
involved in the process of change, and this is likely to apply to the
new department. Archaeologists, whatever department they were attached
to would also be likely to turn to the Pacific, where much archaeoclogical
work is being done at the moment, if they were given the facilities.

Outgide the traditional conception of an Arts Faculty, the Pacific
Islands also offer unique opportunities for regearch and teaching
material in the fields of botany, merine biology, ethno-botany, .
agrioultural science, meteorology and other disciplines.

2, The Cage the Deyelopment Pa, Studies 3 elaide. .

(a) Existing Resources:

Next to the Mitchell Library in Sydney, Adelaide containg the most
comprehensive collection of literary sources for the study of the
Pacific area in Australia. These resources arc shared, however,
between the two university libraries, t@e State Library, the York
Gete collection and the Parliamentary Library. The recent
acquisition of the Maude collection by the B§rr—6m1th Library

hag placed us in an extremely favourable position provided the
finance is available to fill the remaining gaps and to keep the
collections up to date. There is an.urgent geed for a general
catalogue of Pacific materials held in Adelaide by all the

existing libraries.

1, J«Re Forster, Serve
London, 1778, p. ii.
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(b) Staff-student Ratios and Post-graduate Enrolmentss:

The History department is the only department so far to provide

a course dealing solely with the Pacific Islands, and over the last
few years the number of students enrolling and attempting to enrol
for this course has steadily increased in spite of the imposition
of quotas by the department. This year Pacific History was the
firgt choice of 68 students at second and third year levels, while
at Honours and M.A. Qualifying level six students are currently
conducting research for theses on the Pacific and there are four
post-graduates and the possibility of a fifth by May. Some post=
graduates come from interstate, but in any case with undergraduate
enrolments and resources as they now stand the number of potential
post-graduate enrolments is unlikely to diminish, These activities
at second, third, honours and post-graduate level are at present
the responsibility of one person, representing a staff-student
ratio of 1:30 EFTS in History alcne.

Pacific history is necessarily interdisciplinary history, which
indicates that students would be similarly interested in courses
dealing with the Pacific area in other disciplines,

Needs
1. i o e e
(a) Central Catalogue of Pacifio Materials. Muwch time is nov vasted

because there is no central catalogue of Pacific holdings in
Adeleide libraries. A sum should be provided to finance a research
agsistantship for this purpose. The job is likely to take at
least three years.

(b) Staff Development. Just as Pacific History is of necessity inter-
disciplinary history, so other disciplines which have developed in
relation to Pacific Studies have discovered that the traditional
lines of academic demarcation have lost much of their significance.
This is not because of any intellectual commitment to particular
types of explanation, but simply because of the nature of the
problems which the Pacific offers for solution, For this reason
it is hard to predict which departments are likely to prove most
convenient locations for Pacific specialists, but if student
enrolments in the History department are a guide at least three
positions will be necessary, in eddition to development within the
department of history. The most obvious needs are for an
archasologist, who might also be an asgset to the Classics
department, an anthropologist/sociologist, and a linguistics expert.

This orgenisation, centred in the Department of Pacific history at
the A,N.U, exists to locate and microfilm manuscripts relating to
the Pacific Islands. It has now been in existence for four years
and in addition to locating and filming a large quantity of material
in the Pacific Islands themgelves 1t has filmed a great deal of
material located in the United States and Burope, It is financed
by member libraries which include the Mitehell Library, the National
Library, the Alexander Tunbull Library and the Bernice P, Bishop
Museun Library but not the Barr Smith Library as yet. The cogt of
membership is $2000 pe.a. but the more libraries that join, the 1oy
the cost will become. Membership is essential if the Univergit ;r
Adelaide is to fulfil its promise in this field. 7@
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3.

(b) Relati it U ity of t u ific.

The centre likely to attract most attention from Australian
reseerchers in the near future is Suva. It is the capital of
newly independent Fiji, a country of interest to the historian,
political scientist, archaeologist, race-relations specialist,
constitutional lawyer, economist and linguist alike, Potentially
it is of interest to a wide range of scientific disciplines as
well, especially marine biology, soil science, tropical agriculture
and botany. Suva contains the Fiji National Archives, the Fiji
Museum, and the Archives of the Western Pacific High Commission
which was concerned with a number of territories including Samoa,
Tonga, the New Hebrides and the Solomons, and holds records which
relate to them,

The Independence of Fiji and the foundation of the University of
the South Pacific in Suva has created, however, a new situation.
Indigenous scholars are becoming aware of the unique academic value
of their own resources and are unlikely to sit happily by while
researchers from wealthier communities are free to indulge in
academic peacocking on the resource pastures, Like the other
western invaders before them, academics are likely to prosper only
if they recognise the principle of reciprocation which lies beneath
the island convention of cpen-handed hospitality., Furthermore,
without reciprocation there will be no real acceptance, little
co-operation, and the value of any research which may be
accomplished is likely to be limited by the cultural background of
the researcher.

The annexed scheme for collaboration in regearch and student
exchange was discussed in August 1972 with Professor ReG. Crocombe
of the School of Social Development and the Vice-Chancellor of the
U.S.P. The draft in its present form has obtained their support.
The aim of this scheme is to provide rescarch students from Adelaide
with local collaborators and for the Adelaide students to give
them in return as much assistance and support as possible in
producing their own work.

The scheme also envisages the establishment of a joint University
Centre to provide accommodation for Adelaide resgearch students,
including honours students, at minimum cost, This is an important
part of the scheme because accommodation in Suva is very expensive
and though in the past, students from Adelaide have been able to
£ind accommodation in the student hostel at the U.S.P., the number
of local students now makes this impossible. The cost of purchasing
a house in Suva for use as & University Centre would be between
$25,000 and $35,000. It would provide accommodation for students
from Adelaide when they needed it, and at other times it could be
made available as rented accommodation for local students. This
year, with no extra development in Pacitic studies four post-
graduate students will be in Suve for varying periods of time so
that with the development outlined in this proposal and the
research activity this would generate, it would be used almogh
continuously. The administration of the centre would be handled
by' the UoStPo

Lapguage Facilities

Historians and other Social Scientists as well as linguistics scgélaig
and lawyers will need to acquire Pacific Islands languages 12 ozuér B
achieve adequate acceptance by the societies they mey h?pe Sf giél
well as to read documents in these languagess and t9 miﬁi uiicgsa =
gources. The language laboratory is a§-the moment 1n‘11~a£so o ascessar;
acquiring the equipment for teaching Fijian, but ;iogi Wi o

to provide facilities for at least Motu, Pideln, “27 70, = roposed
Tahitian and Hindi. This is an additional reason

development of the language laboratory.
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Several post-graduate students have been attracted to Adelaide as a
suitable university at which to carry out research in the Pacific
area. There is a danger however, that they may be handicapped because
of 2 shortage of funds provided specifically for overseas travel for
post-graduate students. If our standards for the Ph.D, degree are to
be maintained it is essential that in addition to the provision of
supervision and library resources we should be able to guarantce that
any student we accept for post-graduate work in the Pacific will be
able, if necessary, to spend at least six months in the field. This
requirement is one which will in any case have to be met to cater for
the needs of the new department of Anthropology.

In conclusion, there is a sense in which these proposals are not so

much aimed at the expansion of existing facilities as at the rational
use of the advantages which the university now happens to possess and
and for which it bears some responsibility to see that they are used

as productively as possible.
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24th April, 1972.

Mr V.A. Edgeloe, s
tegistrary, The University of Adelaide,
ADELAIDE, South Aussralia 5001.

Dear Mr Ldgeloe,

In your letter of the 7th April you ask for my comments as an
external referee on the application of Dr J.M.i. Young for an Overseas
Travel Crant in respect of the year 1972 in order to visit New Cuinea
and Fiji.

In view of the fact that Dr Young is the University of Adelaide's
senior specialist lecturer on the history of the Facific Islands it
would seem essential that he should pay an early visit to New Cuinea
in order to familiarize himself with the historical background of this
territory, where 60% of the Pacific Isglands population resides and
which constitutes the main area of concentration in Pacific studies in,
I think, 211 Australian Universities and certainly in the Hesearch
School of Pacific Studies at the A.N.U. Without some first-hand
knowledge of the important and rapid changes taking place in Kew Cuinea
and the recent development of local historical research at the University of
Fapua and lew Cpinea and related institutions in Fort Moreghy, such as the
New Cuinea Hesearch Unit and the MNational Archives, Dr Young's work must
necesgsarily be handicapped.

Dr Young's proposed visit to Fiji is for the purpose of working
in depth on a history of the Lau Islands, & study which Pacific historians
have been endeavouring to find someone to undertske for at least the past
decade. Its importance liee in the fact that the Lam Islands represent
the marches between lMelanesia and Polynesia, where a presumed sutqchtonous
Melanesian population coming from Fiji has been overlaid, to a vaxying
extent, by Polynesian invaders from Tonga. The amalgem has in turn
been affected by cultural influences introduced by Furopean beachcombers,
missionaries, traders and planters.

The Lau GCroup represertsy therefore, probably the richest locale
for the study ofgculture change to be found in the Pacific Islands, since
the agents of change represent here not only the occupational categories
to be found elsewhere in the Pacific btut also a superimposed immigrant race’
which has both dominated and blended with the indigenous population.
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It is essentially an inter-disciplinary study, wherein lies mich
of its importance and at the same time its aifficulty, for recent arch-
aeological findings in Fiji and Tonga (and in Lau by Colin Smart) suggest
that culture change has been taking place from long before the beginning
of documentary history, & conclusion which is-reinforced by the evidence-
of oral tradition. The investigator must, therefore, combine in his
regearch the techniques used by, and take advantage of the results
achieved by, archaeclogists, ethnohistorians, anthropologists and historians
proper if he is to present a balanced picture of social dynamics from the
settlement of the Group to the present day.

Some years ago arrangements were in train for Mr Archie Held, late
District Commissioner of the Laz Islande and Commissioner to the Kingdom
of Tonga, to undertake this survey, and when this proposal fell through
(perhaps fortunately) it was hoped that a graduate from Melbourne Univer-
sity might vork on it for his doctorate. In the event this scholar
decided to go to America instead, where I believe he has acquired other
interests. A more recent attempt was made by A.P. and Fhyllis J. Lessin
ini their study The V f the Congu Sawanf: & Tongan wvill
in ¥iji (Fugeney Oregon, Department of Anthropology, University of Oregons
1970) ag part of the Displaced Uommunities Project financed by the U.S.
Nationel Science Foundation, 1t is generally agreed, however, that this
work is inaccurate and unsound in its methodology; ites approach, further-
mores is essentially thah of an anthropologist rather than an historian.

The field is thus open and, in my opinion, from my personal
knowledge of Dr J.M.fl. Young since he first came fo Adelaide University
as vell as from having read all his published work, I am convinced that
he has the ability, enthusiasm and flexibility to undertake the work and
carry it to a successful conclugion, As a specialist in the history of
Fiji he is already well grounded in the basic problems which he will
have to deal with, and I believe that he will have no difficulty in
- mastering the anthropological and archaeclogical data and methods which
he will require., 1 am in touch with Pecific historians throughout the
worldy and know of no one else able and willing to tackle the project.

Fortunately the two proposals can be conveniently combined by
taking a round ticket Sydney - Fort Moresby - labaul - Honiara - Santo
= Vila - Suva - Sydney., If time permits I suggest that it would be of
considersble advantage to Dr Young in his lecturing programme if he could
stop over between planes (which run three times a week between Fort
Moresby and Suva) at as many of these centres as possible and alsc at
Houmea on the return flight from ©iji to Sydney, where he should meke
. coentact with the South Pacific Commission. He would thus achieve a
first~hand acquaintance and visualization of every territory in Melanesia:
Fapua end New Guinea, the Solomon Islands, New Hebrides, Fiji and New
Caledonia,
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Ihese stop-overs cost nothing more than an hotel bill and bus
fare and I can vouch for the fact that even & brief personal acquaint-
ance with the localities one is lecturing on can make all the difference
to the quality of one's presentation. As Dr Young would have to pass
through these places in any case it would seem a pity not to take advantage
of the fect merely to save say thirty or forty dollars.

Yours aiﬁcerely,

23
Bl l-ia:udg,

* Honorary iellow,

Research School of Pacific Studies




THE UNIVERSITY OF ADELAIDE
ADELAIDE, SOUTH AUSTRALIA 5001

PLEASE ADDRESS REPLY TO
THE REGISTRAR OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR

BEAM:AEH
7 April, 1972,

Dear Professor Naude,

Overseas Travel Under the University Research Grant - 1972

Dr. J.M.R. Young of the Department of History is a candidate for one
of these travel grants; and you have been nomingted as an external

referee,

As funds available for research travel overseas are extremely limited,
the Research Executive Committee has decided that it should call for reports
from external referees in all cases,

In the circumstances, I will be grateful if you will be good enough to
send direct to me, at your early convenience, a confidential assessment of
Dr. Young's experience and research ability or potential for the award
concerned and also indicate whether you consider the research work to be
undertaken would be of benefit to the candidate and the University, bearing
in mind the costs involved,

I enclose a copy of Dr. Young's application together with a copy of the
conditions governing these grants; and I wish to thank you in advance for

your assistances.

Yours sincerely,

V /;f;ff"c%? edi

Professor H.E. Maude, V.A. EDGELO
77 Arthur Circle, Registrar.

Forrest, i

CANBERRA, A.C.T. 2603, B




THE UNIVERSITY OF ADELAIDE

ADELAIDE, SOUTH AUSTRALIA, 5G01
Department of History
28th March, 1972

The Registrar,
The University of Adelaide.

Dear Mr. Edgeloe,

Application for an Overseas Travel Grant
under the University Ressarch Grant - 1972
[Second half)

T should like to apply for a grant to cover the cost
of travel to New Guinea and Fiji.

I am teaching in the field of Pacific history and part
of my reason for wanting to travel during this year is to make
contact with the University of Papua and New Guinea and the
University of the South Pacific and to keep up with recent
political developments since Fiji became independent. I have
never been to New Guinea and it is now four years since I was
in Fiji and I want to keep up to date.

In addition, I want to start work on a history of the
Lau islands winich are part of Fiji. This project arises out of
the work which I did for my Ph.D. thesis 'Frontier Society in
Fiji' 1858-73. Lau was part of the area I then dealt with, but
whereas T then dealt with a limited period of time, my intention
is now to write the history of the lau group of islands from as
far back in time as possible to the present day. It will be an
exercise in interdisciplinary history as I will have to use
archaeological and anthropological material, and oral traditions
and records as well as documentary evidence. This will mean
spending at least three weeks initially in Suvae and making a
survey of the documentary material relating to my subject. This
will consist mainly of evidence given to the land claims
commissions set up by the Cakobau government 1872-4 and the interim
government, together with the records of the colonial government
since 1876, I want to arrange for a substantial amount to be
microfilmed so that I can work on it back in Adelaide.

The air fare for Adelaide-Port Moresby-Suva-Adelaide is
$599.20. I would prefer to go from about 20th October 1972 to
20th November 1972 so as not to interfere with my teaching. I
enclose a brief statement of my reasons for wanting to study the
Lau islands.

Yours sincerely,

/ 1
7y A1 T dsr

M G2
,?ﬂ{ b {7/ o

Dr. J.M.R. Young

Encl. [1]
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Dr. J.M.R. Young -
Application for an Overseas Travel Grant
under the University Research Grant - 1972
[Second half]

In view of the fairly specialised nature of the subject I want to
study it may be helpful if I state my reasons for wanting to study the
history of the ILau islands.

It has often been pointed out that in the Pacific Islands the
problems presented to the historian are no less complex than in other
areas, bul that the small areas, small populations, the foreshortened
time scale involved, and the rapidity of social change are great
advantages because they make it possible for research to be unusually
intensive, and its results dramatic.,? The Lau group of islands,
perhaps more than any other area in the Pacific at the present time,
present a large number of problems together with the maximum convenience
for their investigation. They present a situation as analogous as a
historian is ever likely to get to a laboratory, and an opportunity
also, for the adoption of a multi-disciplinary approach to their
solution,

The twenty or so islands which form the group, together with a
large number of islets, are politically part of the newly independent
nation of Fiji, but they have a distinctive character and history.
Racially and culturally they lie on the boundary between Polynesia and
Melenesia., The original inhabitants were akin to those of the interior
of the larger islands of Viti Levu and Vanuva Levu, but for considerable
periods of time and especially in the 17th and 18th centuries and for
part of the nineteenth century, they were under the political influence
of Tonga and there was considerable Tongan immigration and inter-
marriage, especially in the higher ranks of society. This was the
already complicated situation into which Christianity was introduced
from 1835 onwards. It was dependent initially upon Tongen support and
the islands present an ideal opportunity for a study of the interaction
of political and religious power,

Tongan influence also gave a special character to the migration of
Buropean merchants and planters from the mid-nineteenth century onwards.
Whole islands were sold in Northern Lau to early European arrivals to
prevent them falling into the hands of rival chiefs, and the vendors
evacuated whole populations to make way for them. Elsewhere in Lau,
lend was leased, as it was in Tonga, not sold, as in the rest of Fiji,
to the more impecunious adventurers who came to Fiji from Australia and
New Zealand in the aftermath of the gold rushes, and this toco created a
unique set of circumstances.

In the colonial period Lau has retained a distinective character.
The only urban development of any importance reached its peak in the
1870s and 1880s, and while the larger islands underwent a transition to
the cultivation of sugar, Lau remained dependent on copra, With the
first world war the copra trade ended abruptly and in the period between
the wars there was a revival of the traditional economy and, to some
extent, of traditional society,? a unique eocial dovelopment vhich is
certain tc be amply documented.

For these and other reasons the settlement of Indians in lau has
been minimal. Tourism, too, has largely passed it by because of
transport problems which are not at the moment overcome. There is still
time to complete an investigation of a complicated and fascinating past
before it is swamped by a yet more complicated present,

1. J.4. Davidson 'Problems of Pacific History', Journal of Pacific
History, Vol. I, 1966, H.E. Meude, Introduction in Of Islands and

Ven, 0.U.Ps, 1969,

2. Taurz Thomoson, 'The Culture History of tha_Lau If]ands, Pajar,
huerican Anthrovologist, April-June, 1938, Vol. 40, No. 2.




THE UNIVERSITY OF ADELAIDE

RESEARCH EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

TO HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS:

OVERSEAS TRAVEL UNDER THE UNIVERSITY RESEARCH GRANT - 1972 (SECOND HALF)

PERMANENT STAFF MEMBERS

Heads of Departments are reminded of the rules of the Research Executive
Committee relating to overseas travel supported by U.R.G. money., Support for
such travel in 1972 may not be granted from departmental allocations. The
Research Executive Committee has set aside for the second half of 1972 a maximum
of $5,00? for gramts for staff members and postgraduate students (see separate
circular).

Applications for grants for staff members tenable during the first half of
1972 closed on 30 September, 1971, applications for grants during the second half
of 1972 will close on 31 March, 1972; and applications for grants during the first
half of 1973 will close on 30 September, 1972,

The following rules apply to applications for such grants:

1. Grants are for research purposes only, attendance at conferences or
consultation with fellow research workers being not acceptable as a
ground for such a grant.

2. A grant is tenable during vacations only.
3. Eligibility is confined to permanent members of the staff of the University.

4. Allowances will be a return tourist air fare together with a daily allowance
of $12 for the days spent at the location of the research, up to a maximum
of 40 days., If the applicant is successful in gaining outside support for
living expenses half of any sum so received will be subtracted from the U.R.G.
contribution. No U.R.G, support will be given to supplement an outside grant
which provides for fares,

5 The Research Executive Committee will seek external referees' reports on
applicants if it so decides.

a subsequent application for normal or short-term Study Leave.

APPLICATIONS are therefore invited now for overseas (research) travel granis
during the second half of 1972 (i.e. during the August vacation or beginning in
December). An applicant should set out:

{a) the ground on which overseas travel is essential;

(b) the cost of a return tourist air fare; and

(0) an estimate of the time to be spent abroad.

The maximum period for the August vacation is three weeks; a longer period
will need to be taken during the long vacation beginning in December 1972, An
application for a grant for the second half of 1972 should be forwarded through

the Head of the Department and reach the Registrar by 31 March, 1972.

V.A. EDGELOE,
Registrar.

EAM:AEH S
2?020 20

5« The Study Leave Committee will take any such leave into account when considering



DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND SCIENCE

AUSTRALIAN RESEARCH GRANTS COMMITTEE
P.0. BOX 826, CANBERRA CITY, A.C.T. 2601
TELEPHONE 81 7211.

3 SEP 1911

EMERITUS PROFESSOR W.M. O'NEIL
CHATRMAN

Dear lMr Maude,

I should like to thank you for your help to
the Committee with this year's assessment program. As
I am sure you will appreciate, assessors' judgements
play an important role in the framing of the Committee's

decisions.

Projects approved for support in 1972 will be
announced by the Commonwealth Minister for Education and

Science in October of this year.

e,

( w.M. 0'Neil )

Mr H.E. Maude,

Dept. of Pacific History,

Research School of Pacific Studies,
A.N.U.,

P.0O. Box 4,

CANBERRA. A.C.T, 2600



77 Arthur Circle,
Forrest, A.C.T. 2603,
24th July, 1971,

The Secretary,

Australian Research Grants Committee,
Department of Lducation and Science,
P.0. Box 826,

CANBERRA CITY, A.C.T. 2601.

Dear Sir,

I am sorry not to have submitted this report
before, but have only just returned from an unexpecte
edly prolonged visit to Adelaide and Mildura to find
it awaiting me.

Yours sincerely,

@ -_

H.E. Maude,



This is a study which Pacific historians have been endeavouring to find someone
to undertake for at least the past decade. TIts importance lies in the fact that
the Lau Islands represent the marches between Melanesia and Polynesia, where a
presumed autochthonous Melanesian population coming from Fiji has been overlaid,
to a varying extent, by Polynesian invaders from Tonga. The amalgam has in turn
been affected by cultural influences intreduced by European beachcombers, mission—

aries, traders and planters.

The Lau Group represents, therefore, probably the richest locale for the study
of culture change to be found in the Pacific Islands, since the agents of change

It is essentially an inter=disciplinary study, wherein lies much of its impertanc
and at the same time its difficulty, for recent archaeol ogi cal findings in Fiji and
Tonga (and in Lau by Colin Smert) suggest that culture change has been taking place
from long before the béginning of documentary history, a conclusion which is reine
forced by the evidence of oral tradition, The investigator must, therefore, combin
in his research the techniques used by, and take agd tage of the results achieved
by, archaeologists, ethnohistorians, anthrnpologistaKand historians proper if he is
to present a balanced picture of social dynamics from the settlement of the Group to

the present day.

Some years agoe arrangements were in train for Mr Archie Reid, late District
Commissioner of the Lau Islands and Commissioner to the Kingdon of Tonga, to undertal
this survey, and when this proposal fell through (perhaps fortunately) it was hoped
that a graduate from Melbourne University might work on it for his doctorate. In
the event this scholar decided to g0 to America instead, where I believe he has
acquired other interests. A more recent attempt was made by A.P. and Phyllis J,
Lessin in their study Village of the Con uerors. Sawana: a Tongan village in Fiii
(Eugene, Oregon, Department of Anthropology, University of Uregon, 1970) as part of
the Displaced Communities Project financed by the U.S. National Seience Foundation,
It is generally agreed, however, that this work is inaccurate and unsound in its
methodology; its approach, furthermore, is essentially that of an anthropologist
rather than an historian.

The field is thus open and, in my opinion, from my personal knowledge of Dr J.M.R.
Young since he first came to Adelaide University as well as from having read all hig
published work, I am convinced that he has the ability, enthusiasm and flexibility

H.E. Maude,
Professorial Fellow (retired)
Pepartment of Pacific History, Australian

National Universi ty.
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to undertake the work and carry it to a successful conclusion. As a specialist
in the history of Fiji he is already well-grannddd in the basic problems which
he will have to deal with, and I believe that he will have no difficulty in
mastering the anthropological and archaeological data and methods which he will
regquire. I am in touch with Pacific historians throughout the world, and know
of no cne else able and willing to tackle the project.

The research plan is an appropriate one since Dr Young is engaged in teaching
duties and can only supervise the collection of data by a Research Assistant.

The employment of this Assistant is the main item of expenditure, and while it
might be slightly cheaper to engage one in Fiji familiar with the archives, this
could well prove difficenlt, and there are obvious advantages in employing an
Adelaide girl who will be able to work with him on the material when she returns.
But how she is going to identify relevant Fijian vernacular material is not quite
clear,

The other items are small and those for a living allowance and internal travel
possibly too small, It will certainly be necessary for Dr Young to learn Fijian.
On the whole it seems a pity that he cannot apparently spend his Sabbatical year
working on the project himself in Fiji, but perhaps this period is earmarked for

the writing up.

The bibliography provided by Dr Young is scarcely an introduction to the works
which he will have to read. There is, however, a good preliminary list of items
on the subject in the Lessins' work mentioned above, to which should be added
sections of the Hocart MSS in the Turnbull Library in Wellingten.

H,E. Maude.

PaosadeRD
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AUSTRALIAN RESEARCH GRANTS COMMITTEE

P.0. BOX 826, CANBERRA CITY, A.C.T. 2601
TELEPHONE 81 7211

EMERITUS PROFESSOR W.M. O'NEIL
CHATIRMAN

Dear Mr Maude,

The Australian Research Grants Committee is responsible for
advising the Commonwealth Government on the distribution of certain funds
made available by the Government for Australian research., In selecting for
support the best projects from the most outstanding applicants in the various
disciplines it is the Committee's practice, wherever necessary, to refer the
project to persons expert in the particular field for a confidential and
independent report.

I am writing to ask whether you would be kind enough to assist
the Committee in this matter and look over the attached papers. If you agree
to do so it would be most helpful if you would make your report on the enclosed
form on the back of which is indicated the kind of information and the ratings
that the Committee is looking for, and let me have this on or before 25 June
19719

If you would prefer not to make an assessment, please feel free
to refuse. In such a case, however, it would be appreciated if you could let
me know as soon as possible; at the same time if would be helpful if you could
suggest a suitable alternative assessor. In the event of your deciding against
giving an assessment, the pspers, which are treated as confidential, should
either be destroyed or returned to the Secretary of the Committee at the above
address.

The Committee considers the reports of all assessors to be
strictly confidential and does not release either the names of assessors or
any information contained in the revorts, A payment of $A10 is made to cover
expenses connected with each assessment,

Yours sincerely,

a&iﬁrmgb%oﬂ

(W, M. O'Neil)

Mr H.E, Maude,

Department of Pacific History,
Research School of Pacific Studies,
Australian National University,
B.0. Box 4,

CANBERRA, A.C.T. 2600
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| SUPPORT
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DURING 1972

APPLICATION FORM
COMMONWEALTH SUPPORT FOR RESEARCH

OFFICEUSEONLY

File No. :

R ofimres.
/ ‘

APPLICANT(S) (Chief Investigator(s) ) (See Information Shezt)
1. Name. Initials and surname.
IndicatezBxnf. /Dr/ Myfiiizs, ete.

1
Dro J-I‘icPl.' --Yo'ij:né'

2. Year of birth.

20 September 1934

3. Appointmem.'

Senior Lecturer

4. Department.

Higtory

5. Institution, city and State. University of :’l.de:l ide
Mo, AucKlang 1500
6. Academic qualifications: B.4, Oxfora 1902 .
indicate conferring institutions and dates. Ph.D. Adelaide 196

7. (a) How much time (in working days per month as an average
throughout the year) can each Chief Investigator devote
to the project considering other commitments (e.g.,
teaching, administrative duties, etc.)

10 deys per month

7. () N.-H. & M.R.C. applicants should indicate the period of

time (when in excess of six wecks) they will be overseas
in 1972

8. What other major research programme(s)
are being undertaken and/or closely super-
vised by the Chief Investigator(s)?

lone

OTHER PARTICIPANTS

9. Are there to be associate investigators (see
Information Sheet). If so, list their names,
main qualifications, dates conferred and
conferring institutions. Indicate the pro-
portion of their time (in working days per
month as an average throughout the year)
they will devote to this project.

A

No

. What technical and other staff (other than
those requested) are/will be available to assist
with this project? Indicate proporiion of
their time (in working days per month as an
average throughout the year) available to
work on the project.

No

11. Will there be any research students working
on the project ? If so, state the numbers and
the qualifications being sought and if a

maintenance grant will be available to
support them.

llo

PROJECT

12. State short descriptive title of project; be
clear, brief, precise and informative to
workers outside your ficld,

A historical study of social change in the Lau

islands, Fiji

13. Indicate with ticks where you have received support from:
ARG.C. [] NH. & MRC. [] for:
Project 65 66 67 68 69 70 71
Number

This Project

Any other Projects:
(indicate separately)

14. Except for any special items needed, are the necessary basic services and equipment, such as an eguipped laboratory, siaffed workshop, sceretarial agsis-
; 160eSS

. . . i A ieet P
tance, and a departmental maintenance or research vote available for general support of the project ?

15. Hasthe project been commenced? | If so, when did it start?

If a new project, when could it start?

What is the probable duration of need
for support?

- =7 105 thnree
lo January 1972 three —
16. Indicate whether you consider the A.R.G.C.
or the N.H. & M‘R‘.C. the appropriate body AJR.G.C
{0 support this project. it —
Sive amets) snd instintionts o i Fitllfe Jolde Lerpe, Frof, T.G. Wi SO, i
W f;;jc‘_"j[“j"‘*f-‘? LoLCEaun oL meminated, \son .. 4 Monesh University. University of Adelaide,

P& HiaTa , = o3

- g
wis wid e g

AN, U

ALL ENTRIES ON THIS FORM SHOULD

BE TYPED CLEA
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(See information sheet on the completion of budget information on this page)

DETAILED BUDGET FOR 1972 o B9 / 11186 .
§ | reauested FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
ITEMS R =
1.Travel from Adelaide to Suva and back * |
for myself Jan.-larch 1972 A | 355.40
2.Travel for Research Assistant Adelaide ‘:
to Suva and back 355.40 ;
3.Living allowance of $5 per day for six "
weeks in Fiji 210.00
o Travel within Fiji by air and other : 5 .
forms of transport A | 100.00
5.Language laboratory eguipment and
microfilm A | 200.00
6.Research Assistant A |5778.00
ToraL (K998 . 80
Persgnncl Equir;ment Compsuting Maintgn:mcc Trm-cl’ . ‘I"o'éa!-‘
AR.G.C/N.H. & M.R.C. support requested for 1972 53778 ....................................................... J...200  .1.1020,80 | 6228.80
T BTN 21 TS NS - . ; (R ORI |8~ /-0
Estimates of support required for . { 355.40 353,40
072 R V! U N N S _

Give details of support during 1970 and 1971 (and anticipated support in 1972) separately for (@) this project and (&) other projects (show research fieid)
from other grant aiving bodies, including your own institution.

Amount
Details of Project/Name of Body 1270 1971 1972
(anticipated)
Project title: (Repeat as for page 3)
A historiezl study of social change in the Lau islands, fiji.
. ; J
EHIER INVESTIGATORS)  Drsufiesqon FIE/IE (1)::coil e d¥a TR TN cvciccbcsssuusinsonscnasasassossose 555565 45 o 5 8558550 AT e

Y st e i T e S S e e e e e N v T F s o B i
Departiment. .. BE BRI .o oo ot s Institution... Undversity. of Adelside o,



AIMS, RESEARCH PLAN, JUSTIFICATION OF BUDGET
AND RELEVANT PUBLICATIONS

(See notes on pages | and

It has often been pointed out that in the 3ClLlCmISlandS the problems presented to
the historian are no less complex than in other areas, but that the small areas, small
populations, the foreshortened time scale involved, and the rapidity of social change
are great advantages beca$se they make it possible for research to be unususlly intensive
and its results dramatic. The Lau group of islands, perhaps morg than any other area i
the Pacific at the present time, presént a large number of probléf$7#ith the maximum
convenience for their investigation. They present a situation as analogous as a
historian is ever likely to get to a laboratory, and an opportunity also, for the
adoption of a multi-disciplinary approazch to their solution.

The twenty or so islands which form the group, together with a large number of islets,
are politically part of the newly independent nation of Fiji, but they have a distinctive
character and history. Racially and culturzlly they lie on the boundary between
Polynesia and lMelanesia., The original inhabitants were akin to those of the interior of
the larger islands of Viti Levu and Vanua Levu, but for considerable periods of time

and especially in the 17th and 18th centuries and for part of the nineteenth century,
they were under the political influence of Tonga and there was considerable Tongan
immigration and inter-msrriage, especially in the higher ranks of society. This was

the already complicated situation into which Christianity was introduced from 1335
onwards. It was dependent initually upcn Tongan support and the islands present an
ideal opportunity for a study of the interaction of political and religious power.

Tongan influence also cave a special character to the migration of European merchants
and planters from the mid-nineteenth century onwards. Whole islands were sold in
Northern Lau to early Buropezn arrivals to prevent them falling into the hands of rival
chiefs, and the vendors evacuated whole populations to make way for them. Elsewhere

in Lau, land was lessed, as it was in Tonga, not sold, as in the rest of Fiji, to the
more impecunious adventurers who came to Fiji from Australia and New Zealand in the
aftermath of the gold rushes, and this too created a unigue set of circumstances.

In the colonial period Lau has retained a distinctive character. The only urban
development of any importance reached its peak in the 1870s and 1380s, and while the
larger islands underwent a transition to the cultivation of sugar, Lau remained dependent]
on copra. With the first world war the copra trade ended abruptly and in the period
between the wars there was a revival of the traditional economy and,to some extent,

of traditional society 2 5 unique sccial development which is certain to be amply
documented, :

For these and other reasons the settlement of Indians in Lau has been minimal.
Tourism, too, has largely passed it by because of transport problems which are not at
the moment overcome. There is still time to complete an investigation of a complicated
and fasainating past before it is swamped by a yet more complicated present.

Sources
] The Archives of Fiji and the Western Pacific High Commission in Suva contain the bulk
of the documentary material from which a history of Lau could be written. These include
the records of the British and American consulates, the records of the Cakobau governmend
of 1871-1874, the ad-interim govermment, and the Colonial government from 1875-1970.
Included among these are the records of the Land Claims Commissiorsset up by the Cakobau
government and the Colonial government. These contain not only a great deal of informati
about European settlers, but also a great deal of traditional and geneological informatig

1eduis Davidson !'Problems of Pacific History', Journsl of Pecific History, Vol.I, 1966.
=

fefie Mpude, Introduction in Of Islands and lMen, O.U.F., 1969.

2.Laura Thompson 'The Culture History of the Lau Islands, Fiji', American Anthrovolozist,
Lpril-June, 1938, Vol. 40, No. 2. '

on
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AIMS, RESEARCH PLAN, JUSTIFICATION OF BUDGET

AND RELEVANT PUBLICATIONS
(Continued)

about .the Fijian and Tongan inhabitants before European contact. The Mitchell
Library, Sydney, and the Alexander Turbull Library, Willington, are also likely to
prove fruitful as sources of early Zuropean narratives and other records. Fijian and
Australian newspapers located in Fiji and in some Australian libraries are also
important as a source of information including letters and private accounts of the
islands and details of shipping and the movements of individuals. The Mitchell
Library contains a vast amount of material relating to the Weslyan mission based on
Lakeba, in the centre of the group.

While in Lau in 1966 I located the papers of the Hennings family, the leading
planters and traders in the group. I took them from Naitauba island where I found
them and placed them in the #rchives in Suve, but they have not yet been used. They

contain much useful material including plantation journals, accounts, and correspondencg

over a periof of about 30 years, and relate to a large part of the commercial activity
of the period and also to the growth of a commercial urban centre at Lomsloma on the
island of Vanua Balavu. I have heard of a similar collection on the island of Munia,
and it is probable that a further search will result in the lccation of more materizal
in the islands themselves.

Methods

I would have to begin by going to Fiji for a period of about six or eight weeks.
In this period I would locate as much of the docurentary material relevant to the
project as possible. Some of it, such as the records of the Cakobau government has
already been microfilmed, other material, such as much of that contained in the records
of the Land Clzims Comzission, the Hennings Papers, and other private sources would
have to be microfilmed. The selection of this material would be a lengthy process and
the most economical method would be to have the selection completed by g research
assistant, while I returned to my teaching duties in larch 1272. I would want to spen
some of the time before then attempting to locate new sources and familiarigine myselfl
with the area and the people. luch of the documsntary evidence is in the fij
language, and I would also like to be able to make use of as much oral eviden
possidble as my main interest is in the developing response of Lauan socievy to th
invading influences of Tongan power, Christianity, European settlement, government and
commerce. To this end I would like to obtain the necessary equipment to learn Fijian
with the help of the University Lanzuage Laboratory.

o
o
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I should then like to make a second field trip, eithsr in 1973 or 1974 and travel
extensively in Lau, Tonga and Fiji during a period of two to three months in the period
December. to lMarch in order to collect oral evidence and gain an understandine of Lauan .
socisty. Travel in Lau is difficult, and when this problem arises it will be necessary
to consider, as public transvort is highly irregular, the best means of accomplishing
my purpose. It may be possible to get special local co-operation, or it may be better
to charter small vessels for short periods. I would also like to visit libparies in New

e L

1 would then return té idelaide and 1 would hove 1o be abio Lo" analyse my materia
and commence writing, I would seek some relief from my present teaching duties to
enable me to complete the project by the end of 1974,
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Zealand and other states, and_to make use of the Pacifie Manuseripts Bureau in Canberral

(Continued)

Date:.23. April, 1 £ 3 [P
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i CERTIFICATE OF HEAD OF DEPARTM ENT

I certify that the project is appropriate to the general facilities in my Department and that I am prepared to have the project carried out in my
Department, ooft

i
. !

372U ST SN % GRS Date:.....23 . Aprdl, 1970
Note.—A confidential statement may be forwarded direct to the Cormmittee if thought advisable.
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Signature of Head of Institution (or Nominee): . //.f*'(ffé‘;g[‘féje"fﬂfgﬁ% Date ;___.9{9___1___‘1_77‘_ -—7/ i
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1099871 W. G, Murray, Governmeni Printer, Canberra



Bibliozranhy:

My own work in the field of Fijian and Facific history consists of an
article entitled ‘Australia's Pacific Frontier', Historical Studies Australis
and New Zealand, no. 47, 1966. A book of documents with the same title, Casszell,
1967. A Pn,D. thesis 'Frontier Sociely in Fiji, 1858-1374" (1969). & chapter
in J.W. Davidson and D. Scarr (eds.) Pacifigc Island Poriraits (1970) entitled
'Eyanescent Ascendancy: Planter Society in Fiji'. Iy thesis contains one
chapter on the settlement of Lau by Buropeans, and several sections on the
recruitment of ladour within the group, the political behaviour of settlers
and their economic fortunes.

Modern works which relate to my vroject and which provide a background
to it include D. Scarr's Frasments of Zmpirs, a history of the Western Pacific
High Commission; P. France's Jharter of =i Land, a study of the influence
of Colonial Governmen:i on Fijian Land Tenure; D. Scarr's essay 'Cakobau and
Ma'afu' in J.4W. Davidson & D, Scarr Pagific Islands Portraits, a study of the
two chiefs, one Fijian and the other Tongan, who contended for political
supremacy in the mid-nineteenth century. Laura Thompson's Towards a Scisnce
of Mankind uses part of Southern lLau as a case study for an interdisciplinary
investigation of social change, and her article 'The Culture History of the
Lau Islands, Fiji' American Anthrovolosist, Vol. 40, April-~June, 1938 provides
a brief chronological segquence.




