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THE RECORDS 95

The Second Foreign Office Schedule (No. 29)' of 1923 was the first to apply to
.tcords in the Foreign Office itself. It authorized the elimination of duplicates,
minor and routine correspondence, documents relating to Messengers' expenses,
formal letters authorizing free deliveries, consuls life certificates,^ and minor
jccounting records. To these the Third Schedule (No.117) of 1938 added copies of
printed papers emanating from other government departments, records relating to
the details of consular accounts, and papers (other than those of the Establishment
and Finance Department) relating to the appointment, etc., of individual consular
officers and to leave arrangerriehts of members of the Diplomatic Service. The
fourth Schedule (N0.202) of 1946 extended the ehmination of records to the Estab
lishment and Finance Department, providing for the destruction of records relating
10 accounts and to such establishment matters as accommodation, equipment and
Stationery unless they constituted precedents, were of political, legal or historical
use or interest, contained important information not available from other sources
or were otherwise specially ordered to be kept.
In addition there were special schedules for various departments of the Office.

The Foreign Offiice (Foreign Trade Department Archives) Schedule of 1924 pro
vided for the elimination of correspondence, reports on individual firms, the
'country' registers and the indexes of the Foreign Trade Department. The Foreign
Office (Passport Office) Schedule (No. 211) of 1947 authorized the destruction of appli
cation forms for passports and visas, impounded and expired passports, minor or
ephemeral correspondence and papers, and establishment and accounting records.
Two schedules, the Foreign Office (Control Office) Schedule (N0.205) of 1946 and the
Voreign Office (German Section) Schedule (No.254) of 1950, regulated the elimination of
valueless records of the Control Commissions estabUshed in Germany and Austria
after World War II.

The elimination of material among consular archives was authorized by the
Foreign Office (Consular Archives) First Schedule (N0.30) of 1920, which provided for
the destruction of duplicates, minor correspondence, marine protests, etc., applica
tions for passports and visas, accounting records, and returns and other papers of
minor or ephemeral importance. This was the first Foreign Office schedule to apply
to records still accruing as opposed to those already in the Public Record Office. It
was superseded by a Second Schedule (No.280) in 195 3, which added to the categories
of 1920 a wider range of shipping documents, and copies of notices of and caveats
against marriages.® The Foreign Office (Consular Archives: Tahiti) Schedule (No. 105) of
1936 authorized the transfer of certain correspondence and miscellaneous records of
the Papeete Consulate, 1826-1888, which would otherwise have been destroyed, to
the Mitchell Library, Sydney."
With one exception archives of diplomatic missions were not subject to a

schedule until 1946, when the Foreign Office (Archives of Ff.M. Missions) Schedule
(No. 200) was issued, authorizing the elimination of correspondence not of poUtical

' The numbers in brackets following the titles of the schedules mentioned hereafter are those
assigned to them in the collection of schedules from 1914 onwards kept in the search rooms of the
Public Record Office Where material in the classes of General Correspondence between 1915 and
,920 was weeded under this and the succeeding schedules an appropriate entry was made m the
General Register (sec p.73 above). , , . , j r 1 i- •
'For surviving specimens of records relating to Afessengers expenses and free deliveries see

np,7s-76 abovei for a specimen volume of consuls' life certificates see F.O.83/204. Other records
in these three categories which were already in the P.R.C.). in F.O,96 were destroyed (see OBS

For specimens of records destroyed under this schedule sec F.O.900/5-7.
* Sec a^o F,0.687/19.
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