In the Gilbert lslands.

.For a little while this atternoon | anm
going to try to take you to some tar away
and little known coral islands vh ich lie
across the equator to the north of Fiji,
The tirst part ot the journey is by Phosph-
ate ship trom Melbournz or Newcastle to Ocea;
lsland, Every day is warmer than the day
before and the sea a little bluer until the
journey's end when the temperature .is aboyt
86 degrzes by day and 80 at night and the
sea Is a wonderful deep blue.

We stay at Ocean Island only long e
enough to tranship to a small schooner top |
the 2 or 3 or even 4 day trip to our des-
tination, it all depends on the wind and
the current. At last land is sighted apg
there,olowhanhbhezborizon, is a long lip,
ot green, coconut palms, with lovely whit,
coral sand below them and cither pounding
surt or or a lagoon edged with breaking
surf, between yousand the island.  In
either case you descend into a boat or ¢4,
tor the journey shoreward, sometimes ?hereoe
is a jetty where you land but often ther,
is not and a muscular native carries yq,
trom the boat to the shore.

We have now arrived on one of the |
Gilberl Islands , part of the Gilbert and
Ellice Islands Colony, the only British
colony which lies N.&S5. ot the equator ang
E« & Woe ot the Date Line. Included i, th
colony are the 9 islands'of ‘the Eljje, °©
Group; the 8 islands of the Phoenix Gy

until recently uninhabited but nowﬂa;ﬁfLQa'
by Gilbertese, and including Canton g
the important mid=Pacitic air base;
3line Islands ot Fanning, Washington a

Christmas which have no indigenouys p‘“aQ

Op~
ulation but possess large coconut plaﬁ+

I6
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We have landed at the Natdive Govt. stat-
ion tor that is the headgquarters ot the
island, Here live the &bt Magistrate,
Chiet of the Island Gouncil and the Chiet of
Police; the village policemen take it in
turn to spend & week at headquarters and
Court is held once a month, when all the
police attend and also the village coun-
cellorse There is a Court House and two
gaols, one ftor female offtenders and one for
the males. There is also a Post Ottice &
a house for the visiting European Otticer.
Here too there would probably be a Co-oper-
ative store tor the¥® are no such thingsas
shopse.

Atter a retreshing drink ot the water
of the very young coconut we are lent bi=-
cycles, all men's | am afraid, and we set of
ott to explore the island, First we visit
the hospital where we find a native doctor i
in charge. He has been trained in Fiji &
can operate when necessary as well as pre-
scribe tor everyday complaints, He is help=
ed by a few men with a little training and
a nurse who was trained at the main hospital
at Tarawa. There are no wards but a number
of small houses tor each patient has their
own house and relations to look atter them.

We leave the hospital and cycle along
the Sandy road.-.-..



=i onk

ations and on Fanning the mid-Pacitic

relay station of the cable from Amezrica to
Australia and Ne.Z.; and last but not lecast
tiny Ocean |sland with its phosphate ot
lime deposits so important to agriculture
in Australia and N.Z. These 37 islands
are so small that their total land areca
does not amound to more then 250 sq. miles.
but so scattered are they that they spread
over 4,000,000 sq miles ot ocean.

Except for Ocean Island, rising to a
height ot 300 teet no part of the Colony is

more then 10 teet above seza level. We
will suppose that we have landed on a lagoo

island, a narrow ribbon ot land averaging
200 yards wide trom lagoon to reet shore,
roughly crescent shaped, tacing west, but
divided into islets ot various |enghhs con-
nzcted by stretches ot sand at low tide.
The two extremities ot the cfescent are
almost joined by a more or less submerged
reet leaving @ narrow passage through which
boats, and ships it it is deep enough, ente
the lagoon in calm water. :

S o a0
=i I+ would seem at #irst sight that the

island grows nothing but coconut palms and
certainly they are the mainstay of the

people pative tor they provide tood, drink, house

walls$™hatch, the so-called grass skirt,
mats, screens, baskets, brooms, charcoal,
string and ofl; they also produce copra.
which brings in money with which to buysutéy
material, tobacco, sodp, kerosene and many
other amenities of life; panama hats, tabl
mats and tans,amuch coveted by e European

Q&mA are made from the very young leaves; so

lﬁéés/

the coconut palm mugt—be one of the most
wondertul 4himwgs in the wotld. However,
as we wander alonjihe road which skirts the
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lagoon shore, we notice some queer, mishapen
trees, these are pandanus trees and they, too
are most important trees providing tood,
leaves for mat making and the best thatch,
also posts ftor house building and a decorat-
ive wood trom the long aerial roots. Next

we see a pit, a large pit, with enormous
leaves like giant arum leavesshowing above
the | vel ot the ground, this is another food
tor the large root is cooked in various ways,
some appetising and some not to European
taste, but all could be described as some-
what solid.

Round the next bend in the road we come
vpon a native village, very neat and tidy

with rows of little square houses, some with
walls and some wi tholéat screens which can
be raised and lowered at will. Some are

raised above the ground and the natives
sleep on the plattorm floor and each tamily
has a sleeping house, a cook house and an
enclosure for bathing. Very otten white
coral pebbles are spread all round the
houses which makes the village arca very
clean but very glating in the brilliant
sunshine. Most houses have a tew pawpaw
trees, some ornamental shrubs and a few
tlowers dotted around which is very praise-
worthy when you consider that the islands ar,
very dry and otten suffter from droughts,

The people themselves are friendly gp4
cheerful and all the children crowd roypg o
have a good look at the white folk. Th ey
are what anthropologists call micronesians
not very dark-skinned, have straight black’
hair, (the women's hair it often very
and thick and is always well olled), thei
teatures vary tremendously from fairly

acquiline to somewhat broad nosed ang thick
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lipped. The men uvsually wear just a length
ot material wrapped round their waists and f;
talling to their knees; the women wear grass
skirts for working and a simple frock tor
general wear; the children follow their
parents except tor the tiny ones who wear
nothing at all.

As we wander through the village we
are greeted with "Kamnamauri"”, the Gilbertes
greeting, often followed by "where are you
going?" to which we reply "we are going
north" or south, as the case may be. In
the middle ot the vildge we come upon an
enormous structure, a huge thatched root
resting on stones only about 4 teet high;
this is the "mancaba" or meeting house and
here the people hold their dances, meet on
all important occaslons or just drop in to
see who else is there and have a chat. Ver
oftten a tew people have slung their mosquitp
nets up and are sleeping there while their
house is being repairede. We shall also sece
as we go along, low tences round open wells,
these go down 8 or 10 teet, the water is
brackish , not very nice to dri éyand very
hard to wash with but it is the,Water there
is except for an odd tin or tubtul collected
when rain is falling.

Every village has a Protestant church
with the pastor's house nearby and a school-
house; the pastor is always a native and he
does both the preachéng and the teaching.
The European Protestant misionaries concen-
trate their activities at their headquarter
on one ot the islands where they have a boyd
school, a girls school and a training school
tor preachers and teachers. They visit
the islands twice a year in their own shj
the ffiohn Williams", bringing supplies, %
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books and any advice and help that may be

needed. The Catholics have a European

Father add two sisters on mgs& islands with
native teachery in the vWilagel,

We continue our walk and as the sun is
very h&t we turn oft the road into the wel-
come shade of the closely growing coconut
palms and proceed across the island. Every
man and woman own their own piece or picces
ot land though there are no fences or bound-
ary stones to show the divisions. As we go
we meet girls seeking tor tlowers tor making
wreaths for their heads or ftor their men-
tolke. All the flowers are small and you
would never believe they could make such
lovely wreaths trom them; a 3. 4 or 5
strand plait is used and the short stems ot
the tlowers plaited in so as to make a thick
band ot blossoms and mosy artistic they are, °
We also see women gathering the tlowers of 4
particular plant which is dried and used as
a compost ftor growing the plant we saw in
thz pit; ecach plant has a woven basket place
around it and into this is put the precioyg
compost. It is hard to make anything groy
on a coral island and all soil or leat-moy|gy
has to be conserved.

As we cross the island the trees thin
out and we hear the roar ot the surtf, th,
land rises a little, we come to some |gy
bushes and then we are out on the reet sid
ot the island. A steeply sloping beach -
lies betore us, then the reet od dead cor
rock and at its edge the towering Waves ail
break into a line ot creming surt witp
never ending roar. A strong breeze blow
from the ocean, the almost constant *fads i
wind, so cool and refreshing but up apg4 e
the long stretch ot beach there is pq 0

of human habitation tor the nativeg al;;@:
S

wn
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always live along the lagoon shore. So

We too return from the glare, the wind,

and the roar of the tumbling surf to the
tranquil lagoon with all its wondertful
colours and the sleepy palms leaning over
the water's edge. Along the shore can be
seen the brown thatch of village houses &
canoe sheds, 238082%29¢2aA¢h0?23R28R0228R20a¢
93%2%5938¢d perhaps a bevy of children splash
ing and laughing while turther out their
tathers tish patiently from outrigger canoes
for tish,with coconut and sometimes rice ,
is their staple diet.

As the sun sets everyone gathers for th
the evening meal and there is a lovely smell
of burning wood from the cooking fires.

Then lights go bobbing to the meeting house |
and is this is not a dancing night ¥ will
show you what some ot the natives might
be doing during the evenings,

The Well and the Way.
Three Wells.

Leaves ot the Breadtruit Tree.

Canoe. Cance Shed.
Funeral. Na Tunikun.
Na Ubwebwe, Housee

TFalrdal wi Kaweo.

LOce |



crew, /Hecome soon the centre of atyention”.
And ggalin when Ne writes "days/of blindin,
sun/ abd braciyg wind, nlghts of & heavenly
brlghtness" There 1is axxéemendousf
fascination in these foral 151ands and At 1is
‘a source 6f never fgiling wonhder to pass
from th deserted.éceana:iﬁe of of anp island

s glare apﬁ wind ard the roay of the
tumbling surf, to the calm and tramquil d//
laggon with aLI’its wonderful colgurs, an
the sleepy pelms leanifAg over the¢ mater!'
edge. Alopg the shoreline caq/ge seen/the
rown thet of vilYage houses/and periaps
a bevy of/children/splashing #nd laughing.
These then are the Gilbert Islands
for which we set sall in 1929; at that time
Sir Arthur Grimble, who has written about
them in two classic works, was the Resident
Commissioner of the Gilbert and Ellice
Islands Colony which included Ocean Island,
the 2 mile by 2 mile, 300 foot raised coral
island where Australia gets so much of her
superphosphate. Ocean Island was the
headquarters of the colony and there we
spent 5 months. Life was fairly civilised
end comfortable with electricity, (for
lightmgonly,) a store, ice, meat, a few
vegetables and a maill about every six weeks,
There wes an enormous population on this
tiny spot, there must have been close on
2,000 people; these included Chinese and
G1lbertese labour, about 700 local natilves,
(called Banabans after the real name of the
1sland which 1s Banaba) and 150 Europeans,
We had our first experience of the dreaded
westerlies soon afiter we arrived; these
storms blow up so quickly that sometimes
a ship is caught at the moorings (which,
incidentally are the deepest in the world)
and blown on to the reef. There were twg
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7/
milk, /meat or/vegetables. Ships celle
Infréquently/and erratically butf when g
mail did come it was/worth having, ours
ushally filled a wgéh tub. 1 our otHer
four islgnds you wére coompletely isgdlated
Jonce . the ship?égft and you never knéw just

“how lofig 1t would be before you were picked ,
up again. Foptunately we loved the 1life
from/the firgt, the only snag in iy own cose
bejng the térrible and/too frequént trips in
gﬁ% Nimano@a which at times reduted me Eﬁy

elirium/% Cilherese
We found the nes very pleasant
people; they are micronesians, not very
dark skinned, have straight hair, beautiful
teeth and a ready smile. Their dlet consists
mainly of coconuts and fish with some
pandenus and a coarse root,which is grown
with great care in pits, as extras Sor
occasional use only. Droughts occur period-
icelly and then times are truly herd, the
cocunut trees cease to bear, and some die,
and the fish leave the lagoons. The govern-
ment give out a ration of rice but it 1s a
bad time for old people and bables. 1In
1938 and 9 there was a bad drought and I
opened a baby clinic, not intentionally, it
just grew. My own child was then barely a
year old and I had taken plenty of tinmed ang
powdered milk of various klinds and spare
bottles in case of need;s# the mothers on
the island decided that as I now had a baby
of my own I must know 8&ll there was to know am
about babies so one by one they brought thenm
in as the mothers milk falled or they reacheg
an age where they needed to be weaned or
because they were sick. Fortunately we )
had a very good and helpful Gllbertese decl
with us, the same

missionaries across the lagoon'who gave me
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advice and T had taken the precaution of
having 2 weeks in a Karitane home in W.Z.
when My baby was & couple of weeks old.

I also had Truby King's book "Feeding and
Care of Baby" which helped with formulas.

I ended up with 14 babies and a Gilbertese
girl who had worked with a mission family for
10 yearsy.sne was invaluable and took over
from me when I left and carried on right
through the war yesrs.

Life was absorbing in those lonely
1slends, there was always someone wanting
something or there were things to learn like
making mats and baskets and how they cooked
their food and cats cradles to Dbe collected,
these last I made my special hobby.

—~=%5=-0One thing that saddens one in these
islands is the very strompfeellng of animosity
between Protestants and Roman Cathelles. I
think i1t began in the early yesrs when the
Roman Cathollcs came into a fleld where the
protestants were firmly established. %o
this day 7 out of 8 Ellice Islands refuse
to have the Roman Cathollc Church and 2 of
the 16 Gilberts are still Protestant.
Part of the trouble also is the fact that the
Protestants have only native Pastors in the
villeges, only 2 islands have European
missionaries, whereas the Roman Catholics
have at least a Pather and usually two
sisters as well on every island and the
Fathers are apt to throw thelr welght about
and meke 1life difficult for the Protestant
Pastor. On o occesions my husband was
called in to see fa play,/g; the first ,
occasion «C. man/ had ggﬂe to the Protéstan;
mission for mediec gid ard had dfed thére ang
the Fafher would/not allow him tg be byurieq
any relig}ghs rites whatigéﬁer. In
allen/from the

second indtance a‘boy had
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top of a coconut tree and smashed his elbow

so badly that the only hope of saving the

boy's life was to amputate the arm. Mr.

Eastman was willing to do this but asked

my husband to be a witness in case of

trouble with the Father. The operation was

very successful, the boy did not even run a

temperature, s so all was well except that

HMr. BEastman was upset because he hsad ecut

the flap of skin so that it was sawn towards

the outside of the arm instead of the inside.
We eventually left the Gilbert Islands

at the end of 1939 and spent the war years

in different parts of the Pacific returning

to the Gilberts in 1945, soon after the battle

7 of Tarawa ,but that 1s another story.

From the Gllberts we went to Fiji

where we peepared for a trip to Pitecalrn
Island, well known to all of us as the home
of the Bounty mutineers. We were to spend
S months on the island, my husband's job was
to introduce salaries and revise their laws.
The first 1ssue of Plrcairn stamps were to.
be brought out whilst we were there and for
this purpose a post office officilal was to
Joln us a month later. I ordered my usual
6 months stores, to be on the safe side,
and 1In July 1940 we set off for Pitcairn.

Had we but known 1t we were but two Jumpg
so to speak, ahead of the German raiders
who senk the Rangitene on its way to the
iSlandu

The landing at Pltcalrn was by boat,

as usual, but instead of a trim whaleboat
wiith a uniformed and well trained crew we
perched as best we could on plles of
luggage and stores, our own and the islandepg
ig a huge, heavy boat manned by a motley !
crew of descendants of the Bounty. The
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landing can be very bad but we were lucky,

and after & short wait outside the breakers
wlth everyone argulng as to when to go, the
man at the steer oar gave the order and we
dashed in. Unfortunately 1t was too dark to
see Bounty Bay where the mutineers landed, or
. Ship Landing Point which towers 500 feet above
%% or the boatsheds nestling ¥gXé# at 1ts

foot on a narrow strip of land.

The story of Pitcairn appeals to most
people, but very few are able to live on the
igland, hear the guaint dialect and absorb the
local atmosphere, with all its assocliations.
Here, you are told,lles the hull of the
Bounty, here 1s the rudder, recovered after
nearly 150 years; there lies old John Adams
who brought up the children of the mutineers
on the Bible and the Prayer Book, and here
Fletcher Christian was murdered. Mc Coy
fell into the sea 1n a druken fit from that
point of rock and from the top of the cliff
above Rope the Tahitlan wife of one of the
mutineers fell to her death. Every corner
of Pitecslrn seems to have a link whth the
past. Incidentally, whilst I was gardening
one day, trying to grow some vegetables for
our small son, I found what is thought to be
a wedding ring that belonged to Midshipman
Young and was used for all marrlage ceremonie;
for the first 20 years.

We were lent a house, in a secluded
semnen spot called Shady NWook; it was bullt
of hand sawn local timber, rough but sturdy;
1t had an upper storey, a corrugated lron roof
and real windows with panes of glass, which
rather surprlsed me. An open clstern storeq
the water from the roof and that was our
only source of water. There was very 1little
furniture, no cupboards or drawers but just
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tables, chairs and beds; the latter were
very spartan affairs, loose planks of
varying thickness were lald across a frame
and I was glad I had brought my Lilo and
the baby's cot. Enormous cockroaches ate
our clothes at night so we kept most things
packed away in sultcases.

The Pitcalrn Islanders are vegetarians bw
but they have no use for milk or butter and
very little for green vegetables. They like
to make everything into a mush and then
bak it. They have wonderful ovens made
of 5 large thick slabs of stone, which form
the top and bottom and 3 sides and the 4th
slde 1s covered by a square of iron kept in
place by a plece of wood. A fére is lighted
insthesowen inside the oven,the thickness and
quantity of wood depending on the heat requirec
when ready the fire is raked out, the food
put in and the door closed. My nelghbour
kindly cooked my bread for me and it was
beautifully done.

The 1slanders still did most things
communally; everyone fished on Wednesdays
(so you could only have fish once a week);:
everyone went to Top Side (the %& plateau on
the top of the 1sland) to their gardens on
Thursdays and everyone cokked and ckeaned on
Pridays in preparation for the Sabbath.

When not otherwise engaged everyone made made
curlos and baskets to sell to passing ships.
When wood hed to be cut for house building

the whole family went and made a pimnic of it
Another family affair was the paying of fineg,
Anyone fined could pay 1t off by working on
the roads at the rate of 1/- a day but as

this meant that some unpald officlal woulg
have to watch the offender 1t had become the
custom for the person fined to collect as many



friends as the number of shillings 1In the
fine, less one, and all do one day's work.
After we had been on the island a little
while my husband asked 1f he could see the
official correspondence.frdh/FLj1. The
Magistrate and his minions looked blank for
a moment and then the Magistrate's face
brightened, "Oh", he said, "them letters
from Fijl, why we mostly keeps them 1in an
old sugar bag".

The Pitcairn Tslanders have a term
"no use work" for anything they ¥ewmat deem
unproductive. They never ironed anything
if they could avoid it; they wakhed out thed
thelr houses once a week, rather a slap dash
affair as it would soon be dirty again, and
I mist admit that when it rained the mud was
awful and no one wore shoes that could have
been left at the door. They laughed at me
for having my floors properly scrubbed and
we had to laugh later on for when we had
removed the mud from the cracks in the
boards the floors were dreadfully draughty.
The people are Seventh Day Adventlsts so
their Sabbath is our Saturday and it was
very strictly kept; no work of any
description was allowed, not even cooking.
The days began at sunset, which was rather
muddling, for if you were lnvited to a
meal onTuesday evenlng you had to go on
Monday evening or you would have arrived on
Wednesday and missed the party. The Bible
does say quite clearly "And the evening
and the morning were the first day" so '
maybe they are right. They do not smoke,
drink tea, coffee or alcoholic drinks but
they do use awful swear words, a reliec
perhaps of their mutineer forbears. They
have a pecullar dlslect, more or less

unintelligible to the outsider, b
can all speak fairly good English?t gﬁiy
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smalltalked for some months of "Myen" and
"syourn".

We had some wonderful walks and climbs,
some of them distinmctly halr-raising; the
island had a great varlety of scenery and,
as 1t 1s only 1} miles across and rises to
1,000 feet you can imagine how steep it is:
even the village 1s built on a steep slope and
Pitcairn barrows are made without legs, they
have runners instead'so that the legs don't
get in the way as you toil up hill and coming
down you can slide W#w. From the highest
point of the island you look down about 900
feet of almost sheer cliff, then another 100
feet a little less steep to where the sea
pounds on the rocks. We became very fond of
the little 1sland and its people and, in spite
of some wens# hardships and wotty, with raiders
in the Pacific and our departure so uncertain,
we were sorry to say pgoodbye after nearly 8

‘months when an American ship called in for us

and took us to Panama.

Our next assignment we knew was to relieve
the Consul in Tonga. The poor man was 111 ang
had been waiting to go on leave for some time
whilst we were cooped up on Pitcairn unable to
persuade a British ship te call in for us.
Going to Panama was the only alternative to
staylng where we were and having got to
Panama we had a bad time trylng to get back to
the other side of the Pacific. Eventually we
flew to Los Angeles by a roundabout route and
Jolned the Monterey wlth 24 hours to spare.

Back in Suva we spent a month at Gevern-
ment House walting for the shlp to take us to
Tonga, it was rather like a dream and a very
pleasant one.

On our arrival in Tonga we moved into
the Resldency and the Consul and his wife left
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next day. The house 1s a spacilous wooden
bullding of the old type with open verandshs
all round; very cool and comfortable. We

had no luggage except our clothes, everything
else had been left in Panama, so for the firs
time in 12 years there was presctically no
unpsacking. The Consul's wife very kindly
lent us linen and left the house in running
order with very well trsined servants;* the
garden was lovely and the ordered 1life very
restful after the rather hard time at Pit-
cairn. The contrast, however, between the
sanegRnee happy-go-lucky way of life we had
llved there and the rigid cerembdnlal and
etiquette of a Royal Court, however small,
was tremendous.,” The Tongans are a delightful
people and the Queen & most charming person.
When we first arrived there were Red Cross
bazaarg and entertainments of various kinds

. to raligse funds. The Tongan dancing was
particularly lovely, the girls' arm gove-
ments &re so soft and smoothe and graceful.

Queen Salote 1s the only reigning

monarch left of the many 1sland royal famil-
ies; her kingdom is a fully Independent
state bound only by Treaty obligations fto
Great Britain by which we are responsible
for the conduct of 1ts:Foreigh Affalrs and
advise on financlal affiskng matters. The
Queen was very friendly and was full of

kind thoughtfulness. She would always

walk to the door with us when we were leaving
her presence which saved us an awkward
journey walking backwards down the room.

Bhe speaks, of course, perfect English and
has a strong sense of humour and an infec-
tious laugh. She dresses mostly 1in fehgsm
fashion , a long dress and sandals snd a
finely woven mat tied round her waist with J
a girdle of plaited hair. All Tongans wear

mats on ceremonlal occaslons and in the présen
presence of royalty or a chief, Tt is always
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worn at times of mourning and it doesn't
matter how old and ragged i& is.
ke e in gt rannived ctheme e

A month after we arrived in Tonga
Tugl, the Queen's husband died very suddenly;
everyone went into mourning and all enter-
tainments ceased. Tugi was very popular
and his funeral was the saddest I have ever
seen; the ceremony was most impressive
but all the Tongans were weeping and I don't
think it was entirelm Polynesian custom,

I would say they felt his loss deeply.

When the Consul returned after 4 months
we stayed on for another 2 months as the
Queen had asked 1if my husband could be
seconded to the Tongan Civil Servime to do
a speciad job for her. We moved into a
sparsely furnished house and no sooner had
we settled in than one of the Queen's ladies-
in ~walting arrived to see 1f we had every-
thing we needed. We assured her we were
very comfortable but she had a good look rounc
and not long after her departure a lorry
errived with all kinds fem of things for us.
There were comfortable arm chairs, china,
glassware and even the Crown Prince's bed
for small Alaric who filled about a guarter
of 1t. The prince was at Newington College
at that time. Every now and then a Lady
in Waiting would come to the house t@ invite
Alaric to spend the morning with the Queen
and away would go our 3 year old son and
goodness only knows what he told her.

She is very fond of children and evidently
rnows how to win their confidence for Alaric
was always pleased to visit her.

We left Tonga very regretfully in
November 1941 and arrived in N.Z2. a few days
before the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbour.

My husband returned to Fijl but Elaric and T
siayed in N.Z. for 18 months before we were
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PARRATE Resr
allowed to join him. )

We staygd in Suva, dn the same'house,
for 3L years, tHey Torngest' we' hadso¥ér
stayed anywhere and then we were asked to
go back tog ﬁ,ﬁlﬁb&;,t.sj liI had,begome soO
used to livMing in & community’wHeHe ‘one had
the normal amenities life that I was
quite nervous abo tupninglPo they isola-
tion of the Gilberts and ¥ felt rather ashamed
of myself. Fortunately I not-know what
fate had in store for me; was™the first
woman back on Tarawa and soor after we
arrived my husband was asked”te.flyl{to
England and I was left alone for 4 months.
Then Alaric and I had a month on & small
ship, collecting copra, as we made our way
back to Fiji. Some months later we returned
once more to Tarawa and gradually things
settled down.

I only wish I could tell you somethlng
of our subsequent adventures in the Gillberts,
where my husband had by now succeeded Sir
Arthur Grimble as Resident Commissioner of
the Colony, or something of the meny other
i1slands in the Pacific which we have visited
but as it is I have overrun my time and I'm
afraid told you too little about too many
places.
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Bris lovely Sunday morning the feabure of distraction is
the sunshine and the open air at present filled with the
restless sweet songs of the native canaries who in large
‘numbers inhablt the magnificlent "tomenos" surrounding this
large, airy, well sited house. As usual T rose about 5.30 and
sat on the verandah overlooking the sea and the coastal belt.
Day after dey sunshine and blue skies with light breezes
certainly give a clue as to why some ﬁerson named this island
Pleasant Tsland. Its climate alfhough hot is even, regular,-

‘and most pleasant.

The coastal strip with its forestsa and palms is really refresh-

ing and the numbers of birds never cease to amaze me. In and

out among the shadows and sunlight the white terns and black

terns Tdqudies flutter and sweep; and the native pigeons are
quite plentiful. In addition there are several reef birds

of the snipe or sandpiper class....

‘ .e.. regarding yesettlemeﬁt and your quote "they mustn't
be 8poilt", I should say that the Naubuans are not only being
spolilt but are belng ruined. The sooner they are resettled
the better because they are now enjoying an increasing measure

of material comforts without having to make any physical or

mental effort. They are growing lazy and overeating many of



the less desirable foods. Resettled on a good land where they
for
could learn to plant/food and sale would be a good foundation

and allow them to find their way with other altermative
employment....... “They are not ready yet", is still too often

used as a negative reply.
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The Pacific, as the novelist Herman Melville tells us, is, above all
the ocean of islands. They have never been counted but there are certainly
thousands of them and for all practical purposes they can be divided into
two groups; the high islands, such as Fiji and Tahiti, volcanic, fertile,
well watered and clothed with lush vegetation to the tops of their
cloud covered mountains, and the coral atolls, typically low, long narrow
necklaces of islets strung on a coral reef encircling a blue lagoon. "The
first love, the first sunrise, the first southsea island are memories
apart, and touch a virginity of sense" wrote Robert Louis Stevenson; and
indeed we can remember, as vividly as yesterday, the afternoon when we
first saw ours, with its blue lagoon and golden sand, surmounted by a crown

of waving green coconut palms, all bathed in warm, translucent sunshine.

So what I hope to do now is to give you some idea of what it was
like to live in the Gilbert Islands, on a coral atoll, such as the one you
have seen in the film, at the time when my husband and I lived on quite a
number of them, travelling to and fro in small ships, and occasionally

in an open boat, during the first 20 years of our married life.

The island I am going to talk about most is called Beru, it is one of
the Gilbert Islands of which there are 16, straddling the equator, (we have
lost count of the number of times we have 'crossed the Line'). They are

about 10 days sailing to the north of Fiji and somewhat S.E. of Mokil, the

igland in the film.

Beru has a shallow lagoon, about three miles across, the island itself
is only 12 miles long, the land seldom more than a few humdred yards wide and
not more than 10 feet above sea level, the whole set in an immensity of ocean.

The temperature remains much the same, day and night, all the year round,

between 82° and 86°F and when it drops to 78°, during the wet and stormy season,
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everyone shivers. To quote Stephenson again:

"Days of blinding sun and bracing wind; nights of a heavenly
brightness."

The Trade wind blows from the East for most of the year but westerly

storms bring rain from October to March, unless there is a drought. Lagoons
are always on the western side of an island and on the eastern shore the
land is highest and the reef, with pounding surf is very close. ©No one lives
on the windy side of an island, the villages being built along the lagoon
shore. It would seem, at first sight, that the island grows nothing but
coconut palms and certainly they are the mainstay of the people for they
provide food, drink, house walls, some thatch, the so-called grass skirt,
fishing torches, mats, screens, baskets, brooms, charcoal, string and oil;
they also produce copra which brings in money with which to buy rice, bully
beef, material, tobacco, soap, kerosene and many other amenities of life.
"Panama" hats and finely woven table mats are sometimes made from the very
young coconut leaves; these items are much prized by Europeans on Ocean
Island and Nauru but the supply is always limited as at least one large
bunch of coconuts is lost in the preparation of the leaves needed. As yoy

can see the coconut palm is one of the most wonderful trees in the world,

The pandanus tree grows too, better in the Gilberts than anywhere else,
and the fruit is used in a number of ways, fresh, cooked or dried. One of
the tastiest dishes is made from cooked dried pandanus paste which looks very
much like a thin slab of squashed dates; cream, made from grated coconut,
is spread over the slab and it is rolled up and left for several hours, the
resultant pudding, Te roro, is very rich but very nice. The pandanus tree
also produces building materials, stout poles for house building, leaves for

the best thatch and for making mats, both coarse and fine, and various kinds

of hats, including an excellent rainproof fishing hat. A few inferior



breadfruit trees are grown and there is a little undergrowth and low shrubs

of salt bush along the weather side. Babai, a coarse kind of taro, grows

in pits in the centre of the island and has to be fed. A framework of plaited
coconut leaves is placed around each plant and into this is put certain flowers
and other compost materials. This too you saw in the film when the woman cut

off the top of the taro and replanted it.

Before the coming of the European the people were a sturdy race with
beautiful teeth and few diseases. Even now they can endure tremendous hardships,
you may have heard on the news last week that a young Gilbertese had drifted
in a canoe for five months and lived to tell the tale though his uncle and
his cousin both perished. During the war another man survived seven months

in a canoe and his story has been published in book form.

The first Europeans to land and live amongst the people were beachcombers,
escaped convicts and deserters from whaling ships for the most part who began
arriving in the 1830s; by 1860 there were some 50 of them throughout the
Gilbert Islands. They brought with them diseases, alcohol and guns. After
them came the traders, the first arriving in the north in 1847 and they were
followed by the missionaries 10 years later. Early trade was coconut oil
in return for axes, knives, tobacco, material, fishing line, ship's biscuit,
kerosene and sad to relate guns and gin. The making of copra (the flesh

of the mature nut dried in the sun) - instead of o0il - was introduced by

a German firm in the 1870s.

The early missionaries with their unsuitable clothing for the climate,
the lack of fresh food or even +he basic necessities of a European diet
such as flour, milk, meat or butter, had a hard struggle for survival.
Their unfortunate wives and children languished and died; one missionary
lost three wives. It was perhaps unfortunate that the missionaries

insisted on clothing their converts as well as themselves; the men in

trousers and the women in shapeless garments known as Mother Hubbards
r
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covering them from neck to ankle and shoulder to wrist. A modified form was
still being worn 20 years ago and one trader told us how much he approved of

the style since it took at least five yards of material to make it. This
clothing resulted in an upsurge of T.B. as the people oiled their bodies

less and sat around inwet garments. On the other hand it was the missionaries
who reduced the language to writing and established schools as well as converting

them to Christianity.

The British Government annexed the Gilberts in 1892; they brought
the people into villages from their scattered hamlets and instituted local
island governments, with Europeans in charge of districts comprising groups
of five or six islands, and that is how we came to live on Beru, a good many

years later.

My husband had five islands to administer but our headquarters were
on Beru where there was a spacious house, three-sided, built of local materialg
with few walls and no doors, so cool and airy. I had great fun moving
inside partitions about, an easy job as everything is tied with string and
there are no nails. Labour was 6d. an hour and the villagers insisted, even

at that rate, that they must take it in turn to earn a little money.

There was a dear little garden enclosed by the three sides of the
house. Scant grass, a breadfruit tree in one corner, a tiny fan palm and a
red hibiscus in the centre and shrubs and large lillies around the sides,
the latter of course benefitting from water off the thatch when it rained.
The soil had been collected from the bush, leaf soil from underneath the

"uri" trees,and hard to come by.

I mentioned that there were no doors to our house. There were no
locks either of course and no need for them, no one ever took anything,
although amongst themselves they share everything. So much so that a

man coming back from two years labour on Ocean Island could, angd sometimes
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did, have his bicycle and other hard-earned goods "bubuti"d off him - that
is, a request you may not refuse. After three years we went to New Zealand

on three months leave and when we returned I found my little hand fork still
in the ground where I had left it. During the war the Japanese visited Beru
and threw our linen, china and other possessions all over the place. The
Gilbertese gathered them all up, they even tied the dominoces together where
the black had come apart from the white. Then they hid our boxes in the
villages and returned everything after the war. They could have made good

use of sheets and towels and I wished they had.

To return to Beru and domestic matters, our first cook had been a
ship's cook and he made the most of our scant resources; we also had a house

boy and an orderly.

In later years, during the war, when we were living in Suva, a Gilbertese
man brought his 17 year old motherless daughter to our house leaving her with us
with the words: "You will be her mother and father now and teach her how to
help you". So I taught her to cook and when we returned to the Gilberts we
took her with us and two other girls joined our staff. After meals they would
be heard in the kitchen singing in unison and in the evenings, in their own
house behind ours, they would sing to the ukelele: Teaira did indeed become
as a daughter to us and stayed with us for five years, even postponing her

marriage, until we finally left the islands.

In those early days we ordered our stores from Sydney every six months
and if we forgot anything we were unlikely to be able to get it from the little
- : VAU&—U e
trading ships. On one occasion, I ordered a wire -steamer among my groceries
and received a weird contraption that I finally discovered was for tightening
wire fences. But wire fences were non-existent in the islands. Most of our

food came out of tins; if we were lucky we were able to buy eggs for tobacco

or soap and also chickens. Fish was caught by the prisoners and was usually
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in good supply and we bought coconuts by the hundred. These were used to
feed dogs, cats and chickens, mixed with fish or crabs. Crabs were not
confined to the sea shore, they scuttled round the house and burrowed into
the foundations which were made of coral limestone and about 18" above the
ground. Our dog had a horrid habit of cornering a crab in the middle of

the night under our beds.

There were no stores of any kind other than the trade store which
bought up the copra and kept only those items needed by the Gilbertese. We
made our own bread and also made the yeast. We usually made ours from rice,
sugar and sea water, in a screw top jar; that made very good bread if set
overnight in enough flour to make a porridge-like mixture and kneaded up next
day. Yeast could also be made from the water in a young coconut but it made

the bread rather sweet.

There was no refrigeration at first, we had a butter cooler, a square
box of some porous material which had to be kept wet, but even then we found

it easier to use a brush rather than a knife to spread the butter, which came

out of a tin of course like everything else.

Beer was kept cool in a mail bag cut in half, filled with water ang
hung in the breeze. The food safe had to be hung too, or the legs put in tins

of water to keep out the ants.

There was great excitement when the first Crossley Icy Ball arrived,
I wonder if any of you can remember them? There were two balls joinegd by a
long handle, one ball had to be heated over a primus every morning and at
a certain stage was plunged into a tub of cold water whilst the second ball wag

put into an ice box.

There was, of course, no electricity, and there won't be any now most

likely. The lamplight in the evenings shone up into the rafters of the



T
thatched roof, there being no ceiling, and the little gecko lizards would

scamper and squabble and occasionally fall on to the pandanus matting with a

plop.

Washing was done in two galvanised iron tubs and clothes were ironed
with the kind of box iron I now see in museums in Australia. I expect they

are still being used in the Gilberts, with charcoal made from coconut shells.

We often took an evening walk through the villages to be greeted with
Kamnamauri - may you be in good health to which we made the same reply. This
was sometimes followed by Kamnaira? where are you going?, to which we would
reply that we were going north or south as the case might be. BAll quite

obvious but a friendly way of passing by.

The villages are very neat and tidy with rows of little square houses
on either side of a central road. Each living house faces the road, behind
it thereis a cookhouse and behind that again an enclosure for bathing. On
special occasions and when there was pandanus to cook an oven was made. This
consists of a large hole in the ground, lineiwith coral blocks. When about
to be used the oven is filled with firewood, mainly coconut husks, and set
alight. When the fire dies down the food, wrapped in parcels of green leaves,
is put in and all covered up with green leaves and over all a pandanus mat held down
by blocks of coral. A dry oven was left like that but a steam oven had some
water poured in before the last stone was put in place. I have had bread made

in a tin in such an oven when there was no stove.

The living house is usually raised above ground level on short posts or
coral slabs, some have walls, others coconut leaf screens which can be pulled
up and down like blinds. Very often white coral pebbles are spread all around
the front houses which makes the village area clean and attractive but very

glaring in the brilliant sunshine. Most houses would have some ornamental
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shrubs or flowers dotted around and some would have pawpaw trees; very
praiseworthy when you consider how dry the islands are. Everyone owns
their own land and no land can be sold, it is divided and divided and

passed on to both sons and daughters.

Most villages have a maneaha, the meeting house, where the people
hold their dances, meet on all important occasions or just drop in for a
chat. Sometimes a few people will have hung up their mosquito nets so as

to sleep there while their house is being repaired.

Each village has a well, this is about eight feet deep, dug through
the sand and lined with coral stones, the water is brackish and the level
rises and falls with the tide. We had a corrugated iron roof on our
kitchen and two square rain water tanks but we had to be careful with
the water and used it only for drinking and cooking. The islands are
subject to cyclical droughts when the rains fail. Even the coconut palms
cannot stand up to too long a drought and many wither and die, the trunks
still stand but the heart is dead and fish, for some unaccountable reason,
leave the lagoon. In 1939 my husband had to distribute rice and we bought
as much as we could for government work to give the people money to
buy food. At Beru I opened a baby clinic, so many mothers came for help

either because they had no milk or it was time to wean the child.

One must remember that there is practically no soil, as we understang
it, on these islands, only coral sand with a thin layer of humus. Stones ang
rocks are unknown, the nearest would be over a thousand miles away. Clam

shells were used for making tools before Europeans bought knivesg and axesg

Although life on a coral atoll can be a hard struggle for existence at

times it has produced, over the centuries, a people highly specialised for
survival in their unique environment. For the European, however, with inportey
rte

food, though lacking in fresh fruit, meat ang vegetables, it yag a peacefyl
efu



-
life amongst a friendly people. No motors or engines of any kind ashore;
no aeroplanes above; no blaring radio; canoes skimmed across the lagoon and

bare feet trod the sandy roads.

As we returned from our evening walk the sun would be sinking into the
sea with a final small green light which is only seen near the equator. There
would be a lovely smell of burning wood from the cooking fires and voices calling
the children in to have their evening meal. Quite early all would be quiet

except for the whispering of the wind in the palms nearby and the faint but

constant roar of the surf on the far off reef.

Honor Maude
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At Christmas time and on the King's Birthday there uwas
aluays a great gathering at the Government Station, with
.dancing going on till midnight. We held sports for the
children, with some local games and also egg and spoon races,
A8 sack races and musical humfm using a gramophone.
I learnt how to make a variety of baskets from the
- green leaves torn from the coconut palm; how to cook pandanus
in an oven of hot stones in a hole in the ground; how to make

a puree afterwards ... demonstrate ... which was spread on

leaves and left to dry in the sune The result looked like
a thin layer of squashed dates and was delicious when rolled
up soaked in coconut cream. (IBES ak;Nﬁi ‘éi%rxke%

3 We ordered our groceries from Sydney tuwice a year,
everything came in tin;:w“”? e day they arrived was quite
tense: had we forgotten eanything? If we Rad we were certainly
not likely to be able to buy it at the island trade store,
where a Chinaman catered for the needs of the Gilbertese,
such as stick tohacca, kerosene, sail cloth and, materlals._'

-

a“_mﬂbummb“ﬁfifﬁﬁtu1rahstpa;na;7 but 1t uagn:P there .%.J....a.

e "bought coconuts by the hundred, at a shilling a
hundred. They were used to feed the dogs, CatS?rJhlckans
gpﬁéﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂk mixed with fish or crab meat. We used coconut
cream ... describe, Land crabs and Koura
veesThe arrival of the Crossley Ilcy Ballofﬁfdgreat excitement.

,)@é Sunset was a lovely time. As we returned from our

© jm evening walk the sun would pe sinking into the sea, with a

final small green light which is only seen near the equator.

There would be a lovely smell of burning wood from the cooking

fires and voices calling the children in to have their evening

meal. Quite early all woyld be quiet except for the whisper-
ing of the wind in the palms nearby and the faint but constant

roar of the surf on the far-off reef.
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_Kitty and I very soon found it best to pack away amny clothes
we valued at all; what the cockroaches left the Pitcairn mud
stained. In any case most of our luggage sat in the boatsheds
at Bounty Bay for at least 4 months as we were expecting a ship
to call for us, and once a ship is sighted there is no time for
anything but a fush to the landing. We actually left once,
after 5% months. We said goodbye, gave away what few stores
were left and my beautiful crop of oagéeﬁﬁ and then the Captain
refused to take u%;;ﬁ%é&V$@¥%qﬁygqp@@ngébg@}&@1had to returan to
the shore and we stayed another 2 months. ﬁe had no butter, very
little milk or tea and lived mostly on vegetable soup and
vegetable curry with fish g%é'chicken about once a week, and

plenty of fruit. The islanders were wonderful, they insisted

on returning all our presents and kept us well supplied with

local produce.
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rises to 1,000 feet you can imagine how steep it is, even the
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the Pali outside Honolulu with the added attraction of the
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we became very fond of the 1ittle island and its people and

in spite of some hardshipg and worry, with raiders in the

Pacific and our departure so uncertain we were sorry to say

goodbye when an American ship eventually called in for us
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and took us to Panama.
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How—ewes—50 bthe Gilbert Islands) 16 flat
coral islands straddling the equator ' north of
Fiji; 11 of these 1slands are lagoon islands,
that is to say they are ribbons of land with a
reef and pounding surf on the east and calm
water between the shore and the reef on the
west with a narrow entrance for boats; and the
rest are reef islands, islands completely sur-
rounded by a coral reef and pounding surf.

There is a tremendous fascination in the
lagoon islands and it is a source of never
failing wonder to pass from the deserted reef
side of an island, with its glare and wind and
tdmbling surf, to the calm and tranquil lagoon
with all itg wonderful colours and the sleepy
palms leaning over the water's edge. Along
the shore can be seen the brown thatch of
village houses and perhaps a bevy of children
splashing and laughing.

The islands very in width from a2 few hun-
dred yards to perhaps half a mile &nd:.ini.length
from 10 to 30 miles but the land is cut up into
i1slets which are separated from one another at
high tide. The easterly trade wind blows most
of the year and keeps the reef side of 'an islang
cool but the Gllbertese never live on that side
end veryfew Europeans do either, it is too
boisterous. The rain and storms come from
the west between October and March, ssé& then
travellingfrom 1sland to island is rather a
nightmdre” and landings very unpleasant.

= Wrien we went to the Gilberts my husband
was put in charge of 5 islands; we had been at
Ocean Tsland, the headguarters of the G.&E.I.C.
for some months and we set off , with all our
goods and chattels, and stores for 6 months, in
the newly arrived Colony Schooner "Nel Nimanoa",
she was 100 feet long, had a corkscrew motion
and was guaranteed to make quite 80% of her
passengers extremely sick. On one occasion,
after several days of terrible séckness I was
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quite delirious and when my husband came into
my cabin to see how T was I asked him if he was
a Greek or a Roman which alarmed him somewhat.
T can remember to this day the fight that was
going on between the Greeks and Komans as T
crouched at the head of my bunk!

One of our 5 islands had a spacious house
built of local materials, coconut leaf midribd
for walls, slim sticks tied to a framework with
coconut stringj - and a roof thalthed with pan-
danus. There was no ceiling and the small
lizards, or geckos, used to romp in the thatch
and occaslionally fall on to the floor with a
plop, lie for a moment half stunned and then
dash off. The kitchen was apart from the
house, it was bullt of fibro cement and had a tin
roof which was our catchment area, all very
luxurious and quite new. This was our head-
quarters and across the lagoon, about 3 miles
away, was the headquarters of the L.M.S. where
there were about 5 Europeah missionaries. They
had a girls' school, a Boys' school and a
Teacher Training. school as well as a wireless
station, a printing press and a dispensary.
They also had electricity, an unheard of luxury
but it was entirely due to the efficlency of
the head missionary who was a very practical

man. . None us of had any refrigeration and we
all had to wait several months as a rule for
a mall. I sometimes used to think the mission-

aries were very lucky in having settled homes
whereas we were continually packing up and
moving either to another 1sland in our district
or back to Ocean Island ,or to another district.
Wherever we went we had to take everything we
needed from cooking utensils and linen to wash-
tubs and tinned food. There were no shops,
not even a trade store, no ice, no meat, no
fresh vegetables or mllk, no electricity, no
doctor and very little water. o memoasd ot oitm sadus
In the first 6 years we moved from one
district to another 10 times:; this involved
all our possessions, not just enough for a few



months. Apart from these long-distance moves
there were the short journeys from island to

“island and visits to various villages On one

occasion we walked about 30 miles -in two days to
call at all the villages on an island with a
very shallow legoon as it would have taken weeks
to do it by boat or canoe waiting for the high
tides. Although most of ocur food came out of
tins we could usually get good supplies of fish,
scraggy chickens and eggs; we could quite ofte
get pawpaws, occasionally breadfruit, seldom
bananas ibut always coconuts and sometimes the
heart of a coconut}®%he millionaire®s salad.--
we only had this when there was:a fallen tree.
A few vegetables could be grown with skill,
care and patience but we were seldom long enough
in any one place for things to have time to
mature. . '
The natives.... Micronesians...learning handi-
crafts... women's society...p,.qcats cradles.
Life was absorbing in those Zse ted islands,
there was always someone wanting something and
you felt you were doing a worthwhile job.
At one time during a bad drought.. Baby Clinic.
Lack of medical aid. Appendicitis.
There is no doubt, I'm afraid that the 1solation
and the .lack of fresh food eventually tells on
the health, both mental and physical, of Europ-
eans o We knew that when we left England we
could ndt return for six whole years but after
nearly 3 years we went to N.Z. for 3 months.
We were lucky as T had an aunt to go to and a
family of cousins whessheinowmerelikersishen
smdvbpothiens® so we were looked after and sawl
something of N.Z. as well. We went back to the
Gilberts for another 2% years and then went to
England but , much as we loved the islands ang
the people, it was over a year before we were
fit to return to them.

String flgures.

Going to Nauru.



Ladies and Gentlemen =

It seems to me, ‘aﬁ h:’:t:ﬁ;lg had the
rather unlque exper¢ence oﬁnliv1ng on Pit-
cairn Island, that the best way of ‘giving

you some idea of what 1life on the island is

like would be to describe our own 1life whibkst

there. To begin with one has to get ashore
and that 1s always mildly exciting and often

a lot too exciting. We arrived at the island
one a}ternoon, after a rather stormy voyage,
with stores for five months, Alaric aged

just 2 years and a girl, Kitty, tg_help me
cope with what T expected:ahkiéﬁﬁ a pretty
tough life. The Chief Enginéer, out of the

kindness of his heart, had made an odd con-

traption in which we were to be slung over
the side and into the Pitcairn boat. It was
a square pilece of wood with canvas all round
it about 4 feet high énd depending from four
ropes. I'm afraid § eyed it with dismay

and would khawe much rather have gone down

il
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the rope ladder but I did not like fo réfuse
what had been provided with so much trouble.
So over we went, one at a time, and were
soon helped out and deposited amongst piles
of boxes in one 068 the boats. It was late
by the time we left the ship and gddark
before we reached the brealjers, and I was
not feeling at all happy as we stopped to
wait for the right moment to dash in. To
make matters worse everyone seemed to be
shouting "now" but nothing happened until
the Captain, whose word evidently did count,
in spite of all appearances to the contrary,
shouted "Now" and everyone took up the
command and pulled with a will. In a few
moments we were in the narrow channel, took
'a sharp turn round some rocks and by the
time the wave had broken behind us we were
well on our way to the shore. Here willing

hands pulled the boats in and set our feet



on the sands of Bounty Bay. It was very
romantic to think that the kéel of the
Bounty, visible at low tige, lay only a few
yards from where we stood and that just 150
years before Fletcher Christian and his band
ﬁi&élanded at the same spot. Most of the islans
iland ers were at the la nding,and with torches to
guide us

, We were escorted up the steep path

to the village 300 feet above us. It is a
good path but in daylight mildly hairraising
in parts,but I was blissfully unaware of what
lay below me as I toll@ed up, Alaric away

ahead of me in the arms of a stalwart islanda

It had been decided that we should spend the
first night in the house of the Magistrate,
David Youngfand his american wife, Edna, and
next day look at several houses and ‘choose wh
-which we liked best. | Feeling on the island

runs pretty high and it was obvious that
there was a good deal of feeling as to where

we should reside. We had a job of work to

i



do and we did not want to start off on the
wrong foot,so we spent four days with the
lMaglistrate before deciding on a clean 1littl
house at the end of the villa’e and in a
secluded spot. The houses are built of
hand sawn local timber, rough boands over-
lapping one another on the walls and laid
flat for floors with uneven spaces between
the boardss rether-drsushty-in-ceodd—weather
as we ~fourid-wherr We-had-serwbbed them-sor
clean-thet—hhere-was 10 mud 1N betweern—the
oBETEs . The houses are mostly bungalows
but a good many of them have one upstalrs
room. Ours had a living room and a small
bedroom downstairs and a large bedroom up-
stairs with windows all round it. There
was also a dining moom and a small kitchen
joined on by & short passage and outside

an open cement histern iIn which the rain-

water from the roof collected and was our

only source of water. The house had



plenty of windows but they were difficult
to manage as they had no cords and the
panes of glass were lightly tacked in
with little or no putty to keep them in:
the frames. I'm afraid we had a number
of accidents especially, when the hornets
were bad,aé%ﬁin the excitement of the

when was
chasepone/caught on the window, wiEh

uuudd oh%l _1533
the slightest pyqssupehaqggg@u- g the
whidh eraghed
pane of glass ‘em—eealal) belon‘and the

hornet got away scott free. We were

fortunate in being provided with a wood
stove on which we did most of our cooking;
(the islanders use open fires a good deal)
and I also had a Primus stove. Our
bread was cooked in a Pitcairn oven by

my neighbour, Hilda Young, in whose house
we were living while she and her family
lived with her aged mother close By; In

the house we had the bare essentials of

furniture, most of it made locally and




rather crude. The beds were Dby a trial
as they were rough frames with timber of
uneven width and thickness laid loosely
across; the mattresses were inadequate
and also uneven but we managed to find a
ship's mattress for my husband and I had
a loose kapok mattress on which I put my
Li-Lo and slept very comfortably. The baby
had his cot\which we presented to Hilda on
our depatture and we found a fairly good
mattress for Kitty. We had no drawers or ew
cupboards and the cockroachﬁ$were simply
frightful, they ate our clothes every night,
especially anything with artificial silk in
it, and they didn't just nibble, the holes
were as large @e~shillingS.

Most of our food came out of tins,of
course, but the islanders were most kind
and generous and took it in turn to bring

us fresh frult and vegetables. The
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family wi$ in whose house we lived swexs

expected to take especial care of us and
provided us with fish and chickens as well
as other food, and also firewood. When
we had been on the island for nearly six

- months and our stores were almost finished
the islanders rallied round wonderfully
but we got pretty tieed of vegetable

curry and vegetable soup and even avocado
pears pall when they become Ones-staple
diet for some weeks. We were very short
of flour and had no butter for the last
two months and milk and tea were short too.
There always seems to be some frult in
season so that fruit salad was also a good
standby. We had oranges, pineapples,
mangoes, pawpaws, banahas, avocado pears,
water melons, guavas, limes and lemons and
the large passion fruit at various times.

There wasn't much variety of green vegetabl:

as the islanders eat their beans when mature
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and use the dalo tops instead of cabbage.
This has to be very carefully picked and
cooked as it is apt to give one a very
prickly throat; it is rather rich as it
is always cooked in coconut cream but it
is very nice - it is a Polynesian dish.

I did persuade them to let me have young
beans occasionally and they also brought
me sweet potatoes, carrots, a few Irish
potatoes, tapioca, sweet corn, tomatoes
and pumpkin, and I grew carrots, silver
beet and lettuces and had taken a good
S‘BCK of potatoes and onions from New
Zealand. The islanders eat a lot of
sweet potatoes and dalo, beans and tapioca,
and ffied green bananas. They are very
fond of making everything into a mush and
then baking it and coconut cream is used
a good deal for mixing but coconuts are

not very plentiful. The freshly grated

taploca is made inbo delicious biscuits &
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so 1s the locally gron arrowroot. Corn

meal is also made and is very good; a

little sugar cane is grown and is crushed

Heodtt. Wobinsen
in apcontraption of

time the island was
and I eked mine out
of corn meal to two

meking bread and it

their own. At one
very short of flour
by putting one third
thirds of flour when

was delicious. Later

I added one third of arrowroot to the

mixture and made our

on the day that the

last loaf of bread

ship came in with flour.

You may be Interested to hear how we make

our bread in the islands and how I made it

on Pitcairn. The islanders use the young

coconut or limes for yeast but I make mine

with rice, flour, sugar and sea water; the

rice lasts from four to six months but the

sugak, flour and sea water have to be

renewed each time bread is made. On

Pitcairn it was too far to go down to the

sea so I used rain water to which I added
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sert—mede—Lromn the sea which I found in a
large crock in my kitchen. The islanders
gather on the rocks once a year to make their
salt, like most things on Piteairn everyone
does it at the same time. Well, having set
my dough overnight, I kneaded it next morning,
left it to rise and then handed it to Hilda
who had been busy preparing the oven. This
is a large affair made of 5 very éolid slabs
each being
of stone,/about 2} feet square, these form
the five sides leaving the sixth side to be
covered later by a square of iron which forms
the door. A fire is lighted inside the oven,
small sticks are used when preparing for a
batch of bliscuits or cake and larger pieces
of wood for bread. When ready the ashes are
raked out, the bread put in and the iron door
1s put in place; when the bread is cooked
there is still sufficient heat left to cdok
some pumpkin.

Tea and coffee are not used by most
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ﬁeople but cereal coffee is made from dandelion
roots or bran, I tried the dandelion roots
and found it quite a good drink.

The islanders still do most thinés
communally, for instance everyone goes fishing
on Wednesdays, so _you only have fish once a
week. Everyone cooks and cleans on Friday
as the Sabbath begins on Friday evening at 6p.m;
and then no one may do anything. Everyone
goes to Top Side to theif gardens on Thursday s
and so on, and when not otherwise occupied
everyone makes curios and baskets ég;éigéﬁfaio
passing ships. Incidentally, if you are
invited to a meal on Tuesday evening at 7p.m.
you must be sure to go on Monday evening
otherwise &ou will find that you have turned up
on Wednesday and there is no party; this
being due to the fact that Tuesday begins on

P : S s - .
Monday evening gng evening comes before morning

which is quite correct as:you will see if you~
Yhe FivsT Chapler of
check up on 1t idpGenesis, "the evening and

[ e
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the mérning were the first day".

When wood for housebuilding has to be cut
the whole family and a number of friends all
go to the place where the work is to be done
and make a picnic of it; we went several times
and everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves.

The Pitcairn islanders do not believe in
doing unnecessary work and have a term "no use
work" for anything which they deem unproductive.
For instance their houses are washed out once
a week but they thought I was most foolish
to waste soap and energy in having my floors
properly scrubbed. So did I later on when we
found how draughty our floors were when we
had removed all the mud from the cracks!
Ironing is done sometimes but no one would
think it at all odd to appear in a hopelessly
creased frodk obviously just unpacked. So

that housework is reduced to a minimum but on

the other hand there 1s no water laid on, no

aids to cooking, no baker, butcher or green-
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grocer, and np laundry or window cleaner.

The main gardens are away on the top of the
island tho'! everyone has a small plot near %
their house as well. On the days that one
goes gardening it 1s usual to start off fairly
early and most of the family go too. A
Pitcairn wheelbarrow is essential, this is

like an ordinary wheelbarrow, a little deeper
perhaps, but has no legs as the hills are so
steep they would get in the way. From our
house we would wend our way beneath some banyan
trees, then up & short steep rise which was
almost always maddgt, and ?itcairn mud is
phenom@nal, éo that there were stepping stonés
on one side, then through the main street of
Adamstown with houses below us and houses above
us,all on a very steep incline. At the end

of the village the road divides, one road

goed down to the landing and the other goes up
to Hollander, so ealled because there used to

be oleander trees there, and there is a seat
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to rest on after the steep bdimbst o h

one resg&s about ten times on the way up but
after a few weeks Holiander can be reached
without a single stop. From here one looks
down into Bounty Bay far below, to Outer Walley
where the gardens are, or to the point called
St. Pauls and Red -Rock and the top of Rope.

To go down Rope 1s really rather frightening

as one creeps down the face of the cliff with
only shallow crevisses to give one any feeling
of safety and in places only a narrow ledge of
rock to cross with a sheer drop below. I

went down twlce because we wanted to photograph
the pre-historic cliff drawings which are at the
bottom but I took the precaution of having a
stout rope round my waist and the other end
firmly held by a strong islander, who I regret
to say only laughed at my fears., The descent
is so steep that when we reached the bottom I

found that my knees were shaﬂ&g so much that I
could hardly walk, I thought it was due to
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fright but I decided later that it was the
unacustomedﬁse of the leg muscles as it
happened in other places when I wasn't in- such
a funk. To return to Outer Walley, this
was originally named Aute Valley, aute being
the name of the plant from which they used to
make tapa cloth, and as the islanders have no
V, valley becomes Wadlley. From here you can
ascend to the right along the main ridge of the
island until you come to the flat plateau at
the top, known as Taro Ground, where cricket
matches are played and where the Wireless
Station now stands. Still following the
ridge one crbsses the road leading to Ted's
Side (a contraction of T'other Side) where the
1slanders have an alternative landing place?@?
use. 1In rough weather, until you cometo the
bold peak known as Goat House g=2% which faces
down on Adamstown from the west. Half way

down Goathouse Cliff is the famous Christian's

Cave, Where Fletcher Christian is supposed to
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have spent many hours watching for an approach
ing vessel.

For such a small island - only two miles
by one mile - Pitcairn possesses the most
,amazing variety of hills, valleys and cliff's

and the scenery is always magniflcent. One
place in particular is quite awe inspiring;

it is, I think, the highest point on the
islandand from 1t you look down about 900 feet
of almost shber cliff, then another 100 feet
a 1ittle less steep to where the sea pounds
against the rocks; 1t compares favourabdy with
the Pali at Honolulu with the added attraction
of the boiling surf at the bottom.

I feel I may have given the lmpression

that 1ife on Pitcairn is all work and'no play.
Tt is true thatfhis is very nearly the case
but they do have a few other activities and
amusements!in_which we joined. One da&,
after a ship had come and gone and the boats

were all in the water, they decided to row
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us.all . round the island. Everyone wanted

to go ,of course, and with women and children
we filled four boats. At other times we
would be taken for Uicnies, climbs or explor-
ot wrnld. gp "douwrn 9ssaacs’ v lo Beruwliy— faout 5 fotbe .,
ing expeditions, On Christmas day there

were great festivities in the Court House

including a Christmas tree, a play by the

school children and carod singing. Then

there were the various acthvities connected
with the Church,which we attended tho' we do
not belong to the S.D.A., church ourselves.

I taught the toddlers of the Cradle Roll in

the Sabbafh School and also presided over

the local branch of the Mothers! Uni?E;J/F_‘d——

Altogether, our 8 months on the island
passgg amazingly quickly and, faugh though
sq%w of it was, we said goodbye with genuine
régret.

r
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September, 1959.

When I was asked to come to Murrumburrah
to tell you something about 1ife in¥P the :
remoter Pacific Islands I was at once struck
by the great contrast between the two
environments. Here we live hundreds of
miles from the sea and yet only on the fringe
of a vast continent - all we see around us 1s
land and yet more land- while over there one
1ives on & tiny island surrounded by a vast
ocean which covers a third of the world's
surface.

As @ matter of fact very few Europeans h
have the opportunity of living on a coral

. 4sland, either in the Pacific or eanywhere

else, and as I was one of those few for the
best part of 20 years I shall begin my talk
this afternoon by trying to give you a plct-
ure of what it was lilke. And then to show
that Pacific islands are by no means all
alike I should like to say a fewwgords about
1ife in two very different environments;
on the lonely island of Pitcairn, home of the
descendants of the Mutineers of the Bounty,
and in the Kingdom of Tonga, the last of the
independent states of Polynesia.

Coral atolls can be very small or
quite large, anything up to 90 or 100 miles
in length but thé land area is small come
pared with the area of the lagoon. The
land consists of 8 series of narrow sand-
banks covered with coconut palms, these
encircle a lagoon except on the western
side where, instead of 1islets, there 1s a g,
more or less submerged reef. There dAL
usually one or more chennels into the
lagoon, sometimes so deep that ocean goin
vessels can enter and anchor in sheltereq
water but often onfy deep enough for boatg
and canoes. Heef bound 1slands em the oth |
hand are compact and completely surroundeg ik
by a coral reef and surf making
1anding a hazardous &f£& undertaking, {

o e N 4 y



2

To 1iv@ on one of these islands can be
almost frightening at first, nowhere, except
by climbing & coconut palm, can you be more
than 10 feet above the surrounding ocean
and nowhere more than % to 3 a mile from
.either the lagoon or ocean shore. R.L.S.
puts 1t so well when he says "...the sameness
angl smallness of the land, the hugely superio:
size and interest of sea and sky. Life on
such islands is in many points like 1life on
board ship. The atoll, like the ship, 1is
soon taken for granted; and the islanders, 33!
1ike the ship's crew, become soon the centre
of attention'. And again when he writes of
"Days of blinding stndand bracing wind,
nights of a heavenly brightness". There is
a tremendous fascination in these coral
i1slends and it 1s a source of never falling
wonder to pass from the deserted $idexeRsen
bedandside of an island, with its glare and
wind and the roar of the tambling surf, to
the calm and tranquil lagoon with all 1its
wonderful colours, and the sleepy palms
leaning over the water's edge. Along the
shoreline can be seen the brown thatch of
village houses and perhaps a bevy of child-
ren splashing and laughing.
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wrecks visible when we arrived and one ship
was blown on to the reef while we were there
but somehow they managed to get her off.,

After 5 months of training my husband
was assigned to a district of 5 i1slands in the
southern Gilberts and we set off, with an
orderly called Teikarawa, which means "child of
heaven", stores for 6 months and Mr Grimble whc
was to introduce us to our new home before
leaving us to our fate. We sailed in the
newly arrived Colony vessel "Nei Nimanoa", she
was 100 feet long, had a corkscrew motion and
was guaranteed to make quite 80% of her pass-
engers extremely 111.

We made our headquarters on the island of
Beru; here there wes a spacious house built
of local materials and it was also the head-
quarters of the Protestant mission, the L.M.S.,
and they had a small wireless station. The
mission was some miles away acrosgaghe!lagoon,
there were about 5 Europeans there,.dnd about
a mile away from them was the Roman Catholilc
station having a Father and two sisters, all
of them French. The L.M.S. had a girls' schoo]
a boys' school and a teachers and pastorg
training school besides various classes for
wives and mothers, and a dispensary. The
head missionary, Mr Eastman, and his wife hag
both had a good deal of training in elementary
medicine and nursing which was very necesss
and a great blessing to everyone on the 1alahd
as the Colony doctor was hundreds of miles
away and in any case could not come to the
rescue unless there happened to be a ship
handy. On one occasion I had to wait 3 monthg
for a ship to take me to civilization knowing
that T had a chronic sppendix. On Beru therg
was no store, no ice, no refrigeration (kero.
sene operated refrigerators had not been invepn
ted) no milk, meat or vegetables. Ships i
called infrequentlv and erratically but when
a mail 4did come it was worth having, ours
usually filled a washtub. The Mission ship,



John Williams, came up from Fiji twice a year
and took the missionaries to visit their flocks
on all the 16 Gilbert Islands. They also
collected coconuts and other food from the
various islands to feed all the boys and girls
and students on Beru. The lady missionaries
found travelling round the 1slands as much &%
of a trial as I did, though thetfr ship was very
mich lerger, but at least they only did*twice
a year wherea; ngas frequently travelling on
Nei Nimanoa® . at times reduced #@ to
delirium with seasickness. However we loved
the 1ife in the 1slands and the people from
the first in spite of hardships.

In the first 6 years we moved from one
district to another 10 times; the packing
each time took about 10 days and I reckon I
have spent several years of my life either
packing or unpacking. Apart from these long
distance moves which involved all &¥¥ our
household effects, there were short journeys
from island to island and visits to the various
villages. On one occasion we walked about 30
miles in two days to call at all the villages
on an island with a very shallow lagoon as it
would have taken weeks to do 1t by canoe
walting for the high tides. This particulap
#skewnd part of a very long island was cut up
into numerous tiny islets and we even swam
some of the passages. At this island too we
nad to manage without any kltchen utensils as
we found on arrival that the cook box hag been
left behind on Beru. The prisoners detailed
to take it to the boat had put it on a sigq
verandah and forgotten all about 1it. We
managed quité well by cooking native fash&on
én hot stones in a hole in the ground. We
even made bread by putting it in a biscuit £48
smongst the stones and covering 1t all y,

Our food was mostly out of tins byt e
could usually get supplles of fish and gpuyq
island chickens, eggs &nd pawpaws &nd oceggion-

I



ally breadfruit, We also had, very occasion-
ally, & millionair's salad, the heart of a
coconut tree, but only when a tree had fallen
dodn. A few vegetables could be grown with
skill, care and patience, except during a
drought, but we were seldom lon enough any-
where for things to have time to mature.
We usuadly had a limited supplx of rain-water
otherwise there was only bracklish weli water.
I still cannot bear to see water wasted.
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Highlights of a Year's Travel

The highlights of my travels

lest year were mostly not ones
that I had anticipated or planned.
Our journey overseas was study leave
and the study took precedence over
the leave so that many of our eisnis
cherished plans went overboard.

However we arrived in England -ess
early in March all agog to see our
first English sprine for 30 years &
we steamed into the depth of winter.
Liverpool was a Christmas card
picture, everything was covered in
a thick mantle of snow turning a
grey city into fairyland, at any
rate from the deck of a steamer.
On the train journey to London the
whole countryside, farms and hedges
and trees, were white with snow, a
beautiful sight if a bit cold.

The Spring was the coldest for
70 years and about a month late but
the new green leaves, the Horse
Chestnut blossom and the tulips came
up to expectation. The tulips are
planted in great patches of colour
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in the parks and gardens, thousands
of them, with stems well over a
foot long, a wonderful sight. Later
window boxes and beds bloomed over
night with geraniums and it was
only occasionally that you actually
saw the transformation under way.

Just to be in London is an
adventure, to walk past Big Ben ahd
across Westminster Bridge or to go by
launch down the Thames to Greenwich,
every yard redolent with history. We
were walking along Fleet Street one
morning when the Church of St Clement
Danes struck the hour playing the
tune of "Oranges and Lemons say the
bells of St Ckemens", much to my
delight. This church was badly
damaged during the war but has been
restored; from the outside you cannot
see that it was bombed but the inside
is completely new, quite lovely and
dedicated to the Air Force. It so
happened that when we were there some
officers were practising for some
ceremony and on the following Sunday
we saw them on television celebrating
the 50th year since the R.F.U. was
brought into being.




Which reminds me of a service
for the deaf and dumb that we also
saw on television. It was the most
wonderful experience; the preacher
was the son of deaf and dumb parents
and very expert in the sigh language.
He spoke slowly as he took the ser-
vice and many words had signs such
as this for God, this for love and
this for world, so that he mostly
did adjectives, pronouns and some
verbs on his fingers.

The Chelsea Flower Show T had
wanted to see for years and that I
achieved and was so ilmpressed that
I dragged my husband along to see
next day at 9a.m. before the crowds
arrived; after 10 it is almost
impossible to move. The show 1s
set out in a huge marquee formed of
9 marquees joined together with no
inside divisions and there you find
gardens lald out complete with lawns
and even waterfalls. The most
spectacular exhibits were the seeds-
men's, massed annuals making glorious
banks of colour - all of course
grown in pots in glass houses and
planted in thelr pots. There was
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a square of delphiniums sptanding 5
feet high in wonderful shades of
blue and laengerperfect blooms; many
rockeries with enchanting little
plants of all descriptions; masses
of beautiful roses and miniature
roses set out on miniature terraces
and lawns lookhﬂ%delightful.

During our stay in London I was
given one job to do by myself which T
found very exciting. We were anxious:
to find, if possible, the entry in the
Baptismal Register of John Adams of
Bounty and Pitcairn fame. We knew
the parish, St John at Hackney, but
all that was left of the old church
was a square tower of flint stones
which dated from 1200 and somethings;
however the local librarian said the
L.C.C. had the Registers for safe
keeping as some of them had been
damaged during a fire. 8o I went to
the enormous L.C.C. building across
Westminster bridge and asked for the
Register and was terribly thrilled
when it was put before me. T
searched for John Adams and found
first his elder brother Jonathan,
then John, in 1762, and some years
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earlier their sister Dinah. We
knew they were orphans and brought up
in the workhouse so I thought I

might find the entry of the death of
the father who was dro wned in the
Thames. I found that too, when John
was ondy 2 years old. The very

next page had been damaged by water
so I was very lucky.

We very much enjoyved going to
different places for lunch as we
worked in different libraries.
Twinings coffee lounge was one of
the most intriguing, it 1s long and
narrow and has been doing business
since 1706. It is situated almost
opposite the church of St Clement
Danes.

A rather personal highlight was a
pllgrimage we maede to find a home I
had left at the age of 7 in s suburb
of Edinburgh. I had only my memor-
les to gulde me, no address beyond
the name of the house and the suburb
and the school I went to with my
sister. There was no mention of the
school in the directory so we bought
a map, then took a bus to & name T
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remembered and walked along a road
to a Roman Catholic cemetery (I
remembered nums and a laundry and
lots of trees next door to us).

The cemetery was completely bare of
trees but as we rounded a slight
bend there was the old house,
surrounded by a stone wall just as

T remembered it. The name had been
changed from Park Villa to The White
Gate but even the laburnam tree was
st111 there , a small door at one
end of the wall for people and large
gates at the other end where my fathe
used to drive in with horse and gig.
We were able to go in , a curious
sensation after so many years, and I
was shown our old swing chains still
on the branch of a tree and the bark
growing over them. The old fruilt
trees were there too and I recognised
one in which my younger slster got
stuck. From the house we went to
the school which had been turned
into flate and then looked fob the
little sweet shop I remembered.

That too was there, still a sweet
shop and still with a bell over the
door which rang, as I knew 1t would,
as I opened the door but there were
no bars of nougat or sticks of
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Edinburgh Rock. There were rows
and rows of new houses, just like
Canberra, but the old area I knew
had been left as it was in the
middle of the new buildings.

Apart from a number of visits to
the Channel Islands where my 92 year
0old mother-in law lives we saw little
of the British Isles and nothing of
the Continent. However I did see
Greenland, from 35,000 feet, as I
flew from London to Seattle and on
to Honolulu via the FPolar route. T
thought at first that it meant
flying right over the north pole
but a map of the route soon disill-
usioned me on that score. We flew
to the south of Greenland and could
see the whole country laid out below
us, mountains of snow as far as the
eye could see. On the coast line
could. be seen what ¥ imagine were
iceberg s, with a tiny patch of
emerald green at the base of each,
presumbbly the ice below the water.
Of Canada we saw absolutely nothing,
which was very disappointing, and
we came down at Seattle through thick
cloud and rain. I had only a couple



of hours there before setting off
for Honolulu; it was 3.30 Canads
time but llp.m by my watch. T
had a second dinner about 7 hours Q§
after my first one over Canada and
arrived in Honolulu at ®.30p.m.
Honolulu time but as I had been
travelling for 20 hours it was
very early the next morning to me s
and I was very tired.
dego. 1d-3e - a8 . [fveleln S350

The only out of the way experien
I had in Honolulu, apart from landin,
in hospital with a ghastly attack of
asthma, was luncing at the top of
a 25 story building in a round
restaurant which revolved while you
ate completing a turn evernyhour so
that you had a wiew of the sea, the
city and the hills 1in the course of
a meal/RAMl T yworked at the Bishop
Museum for a couple of weeks and
had a look at the exhibits. The
tapa (bark cloth) is magnificient
and the art is, unfortunately, lost.
The feather cloaks are also wonderffi
(the Maori's have similer ones) made
of thousands and thousands of tiny
coloured feathers. Her E%j‘a pictur

ogégﬁetand also*oncho§‘ birds
e o
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from which the feathers were taken.

During the year we collected a

tremendous amount of information
on the early history of the Pacific
including the Southern Whale Fishery,
the East India Company's ships which
came to Sydney and then on to China
for tea and so back to England. We
also bought some 500 books &writke
Rao¥ftde to add to my husband's
already large library on the Pacific.
Edinburgh was a good hunting ground
and so was Brighton, both having
rare books at rock bottom prices.

I have come back with yet another
collection of String Figures, this
time they are from the Solomon Island
and Tikopia and were collected by
Professor Raymond Firth in 1928 so
are precious and interesting.
Anthropologists seem to collect
these string games when they are In
the field and then they have no time
to check them and write them up
with the result that they hand them
to me trusting me to finish the .
work. . I, of course, find themathW1
fisncinmating and the differences
between the various island groups in
the Pacific is a fascinating study.
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I have been asked to tell you some-
thing of my experiences in the Pacific
where, as the wife of a British Colonisal
Service Officer, my lot was cast for 20
years 1n some of the most isolated
1slands in the south seas.

I expect some of you have read Sir
Arthur Grimble's "Pattern of Islands", &
those of you who have will have some idea
of what the Gllbert Tslands are like, &
it is to these islands that I want to
take you first.

The Gilbert Islands are all céral
lands, nowhere is the land more than
22D feet above sea level but all are
# “eovered thickly with coconut palms whtéh
]make‘ them look a good deal higher and
- also makes them vislible from the deck of
g ship about 20 miles away.* There are
two kinds of islands, lagoon and reef
islands; lagoon islands have narrow
ribbons of land surrounding 2 sides of o
triangle and a reef forming the third
side and continuing all round the outer
} or reef side of the island; the land
varies from 50 yards to £ a mile in width
and is divided into islets, some tiny,
others several miles long with a lagoon
in the centre;” there,is a tremendous
fascination in these (RGRED 1slands and
it is a source of never failing wonder
to pass from the deserted reef side of
an island, with its glare and wind and
roar of the tumbling surf, to the celm
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and tranquil lagoon with all its wonder-
ful colours and the sleepy »nalms leaning
over the water's edge. Reef islands ,
on the other hand, are completely surr-
ounded by a reef and breaking surg which
makes landings hazardous.

= My husband's first district had 5
1slands, 3 reef islands and 2 lagoon
1slands but neither of the lagoons were
deep enough for ships to enter and we
travelled from ship to shore in canoes
and so did all our goods and chattels.
One of our 5 islands had a spacious

‘house, built,by Mr Grimble, of local
Wmateq%%&g, coconut midrib walls tied

i

rwitﬁ$$ ring and a thatched roof, and

here we had ouyr headquarters. On this
1sland we hadpthe headquarters of the
London Missionary Society across the
lagoon. They had a girls' school, a
boys' school, a Teacher Training School,
a dispensary and about 8 European
misélonaries. The head of the Misslon
was a very practical and efficient man
so they had electricity, a wireless
station and sewerafe, and of course

more permament houses as they lived
there all the vear round except for 2
trips a year round the islands to visit
all their pastors and teachers. The
Protestants had Gilbertese or Ellice
Pastors on all the islands, they were
both pastor and teacher in their village

thelr wives were expected to teach
gg&ing and crochet, which is very popular
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The Roman Catholics, on the other hand,
had a Father and two sisters on most
islands exmcept the two southernmost
islands which were entirely protestant.
“This sometimes made it difficult for the
native pastor who had to stand up to a
y Buropean Father, (usually French or
German but sometimes Irish, )and if the
Natlve Magistrate was a Roman Catholic he
could have a bad time until the District
Officer came round and he had a fair
hearings” The L.it.S. missionaries went
round the islands in the "John Williams",
3 went round the islands in "Hei OvT
imanoa" or one of Burns Philp's ding
hooners but one thing the ladiéé%ﬁﬁép
in common was the agony of seasickness.
There wese ne shops, not even a
trade store, no ice, and we lived on or
near the equator, no electrisity and no
doctor. Shlps called infrequently and
erratically but when a mail did come in
it was well worth weiting for, we used to
get a galvanisedWash tub full. we
, ordered =ix months stores at a time from
~ Sydney which usually came on the ship
that called for copra twice & year. Wwe
used to go from one of our islands to
another ®eing-dropped by one little ship
and waitidk for the next one to come along
this usually meant a stay of a month or
more and once we were left we were com-

pletely lsolated, mostly without any
other Europeans.
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| _have been asked to tell vou ggme
thing of my experiences in the Pacific
where, as the wite of a British Colonlal

Service Ofticer, my lot was cast . tor

shwentvwvears in some of the most isolated

)
i = .

islands in the south seas. L

| expect §g2£10+ ydu have read Sir
Arthur Grimble's "Pattern of Islands”, &
those ot you who have will have some idea
ot what the Gilbert lslands are like.and
WPLril s with ihese:isiands fha%}laﬁanf to take

lﬂ-‘h‘-ﬂ!.':r'-. il‘!

you, ‘Fi[si‘/ in 1929, "hﬁﬂ ST Ar!‘hurﬂwas
5“1-6..- PG D

fhe Resident Commissionzr, my husband and

l, a very young, newly married couple,

set out from England for Australia and the

. Gilbert lslands. We had very little

g e e |

e

intformation about the islands, and it was
not until we reached Melbourne that we eyven
tound put how to get to fhemiﬁL There we
were told that we were to travel on a
phosphate ship to Ocean lsland which was
the headqudrfers of the colony,l So in
due course we found ourselves on. board
the"ayry Chief" sailing through Sydney

}Heads with a good sea running and a 10 day




voyage ahead. | thought the ship the most
dreadful little vessel | had ever secen,
and | was vded to small ships crossing
the English Channel, but | learnt in after
years to look upon her as 8 veritsble

__. | liner, full of luxuries; such is the
chastening etfect ot comparison.

Atter an uneventtul voyage we duly
arrived atiOcean !sland, a lonely lump ot
land barely 300 teet high at its highest

point and 2 miles across each_wa?;__apd
so, 2 months out from Home we were faced
| with the new life we had chosznhf The
/
segd was calm and a very deep blue, the hot

sun was tempered by the trade wind and the
~ whaleboat waiting to take us ashore
'. tascinated us. 2P RN, -
My husband speati2 months in the
office at Ocean Island, we explored the
_whole island, began to leamn the language
~and heard a lot about "the Group", in
other words the Gilbert Islands, which
lie some 400 miles to the east. Mails

_arrlved every six weeks or so, stores

AT TR I 4 .o O TS
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_were obtained from the Phosphate Company!'s
_store, also mzat, a ftew vegetables, ice _
_and electricity; there were tea and dinner
parties and dances so lite was tairly.
_comfortable and wivi'ised, except, | may
say ftor the mosquitoes which attacked me

so viciously that my legs had to be
bandaged. ﬂﬂ%Ther was an enormous Popu=
fation on this tiny spot, there must have
been close on 2,000 people; these
included Chinese and Gilbertese labour,
_about 700 local natives and 150 Europeans.
"westerlies" soon after we arrived;

_these storms blow up so quickly that =
sometimes a ship 1s caught at the moor-
ings and blown on to the reef. There

were two wrecks visible when we arrived

and ongﬁgs blown onto the reet while

we were there but somechow they managed
to get her oft again. \ _husRas
:  After 2 months we went across to the
Gilbert lslands, my husband to visth all = 3
the islands recruiting labour for the

Phosph.ﬂ.'l'ﬁ_.com.mj55i9n3~ and | to s’ray 61'____



~miles long.

‘10

Tarawa with the hzadmaster ot the

Map.
Government School and his wifle. Tarawa

is a large lagoon island, @ $rue coral
atol!l as are most ot the Gilbert |slands;
that is _an island with long narrow ribbons
of land forming 2 sides ot a triangle and
and a8 reet torming the third side and con-
tinuing all round the outer, or reet, side
of the island. The land is only a few
teet above sea level, vérjgs from 50 yards

to & of a mile in width and is divided

_into islefs’ some tiny others several

,f}

tascination in these coral islands and it

here is a tremendous

is a source of never failing wonder to
pass trom the deserted reeft side of an
island, with its glare and wind and fhe
roar of the tumbling surf, to the calm
and tranquil lagoon with all its wondertful
colours and the sleepy.palms leaning over
the water's edge. Along the shore line
can be seen the brown }haféh of village
houses and perhaps a Bvy of children

splashing and lﬁughing,/yjn these

delighttul surroundings | learnt how to
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cope with cook-boys,cbouse~boys, wash-
girls and the ordering of stores for 6
months at 8 time. I+ was a tremendous
help,as you can ‘imagine, and | was able
 to set about ordering my own household
. with contfidence.
"~ We returned to Ocean Island for another

2 months and then my husband was assigned

f{ to a district of 5 islands in the
| Southern Gilberts and we set off, with
I . all our goods and chattels, in the
__..inewly arrived Colony Schooner "™Nei
1 _Nimanoa", she was 100 teet long, had a
~ corkscrew motion and was guaranteed to
make quite 80% of her passengers extremely
R T ol S S L2008 et B% (LA N
4‘ Cy One of our five islands had a spaciou.
__house built of local materials and with a

'thpjchedmroof which we made our head-

W quarters. i bHere-we had about 8 European

_missionaries & ftew miles away across the

—_—

_lagoon and one mission had & wireless

_51'_:_3“10"_-_ _Thgr_e was ho sfore, ne ice or
__refrigeration, no clectricity and no docto

Ships célled infrequently and erratical 1y
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but when a mail did come@ in it was worth
having. On the other 4 islands you were

completely isol ted once-the ship lett

and_ you nevzt knew j_p-s{' how long
be before you were picked up a

. However we loved the life tpém the tirst,
r_s ; o
the only snag in my own cdse being the

%grri__b’l't.:z and too {reqUe}]f trips on Nei

,-\;;ﬁ{g/noa, which at i"i‘ﬁwes reduced me to
4 deliy . : - 3
x In the tirst 6 years we moved from
" one di;triqf folaanhgr 10 fimes; the

! packing each time took about 10 days and

| reckon | have spent several years of my

. lite either packing or unpacking.  Apart
from these long~distance moves, 'in\fowing
& all our household ettects, there Wérz_ e
:"* ___short journeys from island. to island
and visits to the various villages, On
one occasion we walked_abgut 30 mile.s -In
2 days to call at all the villages on

an fsland with a very shallow lagoon

as it would have taken wecks to do it by

Qur food was mostly out of tins byt
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work and interests are still bound up

z
with the island world, so that in mind
dnd spirit, it not in body, we are still

living in the South Pacitic.

\ 2
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we could uvsually get good supplies of
fish, chickens (though scraggy! eggs,
pawpaws and very occasionally breadfruit.
Atew vegetables could be grown with skill,
care and patience, except during droughts,

.!.h but we were szldom long enough in any one
] place for things to have time to mature.

ey QtdedLna.

We tound the aetives s=rowr very ¢ .
pleasant people; ' they are Micronesians,
~not very dark skinned, have straight hair,
are very honest, very loyal and were only
too glad to teach us their customs, games
and handicratts including fhefr gats - -
cradles which | made my special hon&’f’

A Lite was absorbing in those lonely islands;
there was always someone wanting something !
and you telt you were doing s worthwhile

.' job. %*._9"@_-“%99““_9 3 _bad drought,

when the natives were undernourished, |
opened a8 baby clinic which | ran with the
help of Truby King's "Feeding and Care of

- Baby" plus the lit#hle knowledge | had

picked vp during two weeks in ﬁ.Karifane_

home in N.Z. | am quite Sure we saveod

a number of babies that would ot herwise
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/{o Suva and | had replied that | did not
want to leave Tarawa unless my husband

was going to be away vzry'much longer.

So they lett me there and then kept my
husband! It is the only time | ever ‘
threatened to leave my husband to fend '
tor himselt and he was so upset, ftor il
it wasn't his tault, that he was taken

ott to hospital and | returned to a wan

_husband_anﬁ had to swallow my wrath. |
was sure houww2* that | noticed a tﬁinkle

in the Governor's eye and f&m!cenfain he
knew | would have loved to give him a
plece of my mind However, fhz war was
barely over and one just had to grin and
bear if;ﬁ;acbﬁup our house in Suva and
returned-to Taraw@_abduf 3 months later

my husband having been contirmed as '

——

Resident Comﬂ;_;i oner. YWY Revwel .

A{}cr living fhi; tree, though
perhaps not always casy lite, for 20
years you can imagine what a dras*ic
change it was tor us to settle in

Sydney. We are tortunate in that our



beloved islands During this time we

“w,

“‘
have d|e%ﬁkr

There is no doubt, I'm afraid, that
the isolation and the lack of fresh $ood
eventually tells on the health, both
mental and physical, of Zuropesns. e
had six years in the Gilberts witha 3 mont
break in N.Z. after the first 3 veafs/
and when we came down to Sydney on our

way home on leave we were miserable. We

tound & Port Line cargo ship gping to

England via the north of Australis which
was just what we wanted, especially as
there was only one other passenger!)X My.
husband had had some kind of nervous

breakdown which atfected his health in

every possible way _aqd__if_wa_s_ 2 years

before we were allowed to return to our

refurned to BlZ., spent 6 glorious weeks

thgﬁ_senf to Zan%:bér; whsch_t'm_afra;d

lu_g_d_i__sl_iked__ very [n_u_cy_____l_n_ I_()_37_ we were

able to return to the Gilberts where

W myfhdsponatdld (some very [interes tingy byt

extremely tough work colonising the
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tore the doctor, were 15 miles away across
a_lagoon which was seldom calm. s e
decided to build a new Residency as quickly

as possible, everyting was of native
construction of course, andﬁghose a site
which was kept cool by the almost v
constant trade wind. In two months it
was ready and we moved in but 3 weeks
later my husband had %o tly to England
tfor some conterence and Alaric and | were
lztt ontour own. We had been told that
my husband would be away tor a month byt
4 months went by before he managed to get
back to Fiji and then, to my indignation,

he was kept there and | was told to

E return on our little ship*"Awahou: whéah

| ~meant & month's trip as they were ”‘Ea
collecting copra on all the is[ands
on their way south, 'Qﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁgrlf'“ ]

{a.“. h-ea ri"«b‘r-ok en .‘Jwa..b?ti {L{;uv Urree loe
E@eﬁlﬁ€-+—$fﬁﬁﬁvﬁhad had a tough swin,ﬁ?

months on ones own with no other women

e humse was in v ) adid | chachivs -dud
is no tundAtReso several months—eartisr
O

ouik (_"
J—hod been asked by the Covernor ip Fij1

dt—A—would-tike s plane -sent o take me



Phoenix Islands with land hungry famidies
from the Gilberts. By the end of 1939
h2 was ill again and we had a dresdful
journey to Fiji in the mission vessel
"John Williams". My husband had a
.ﬁ) slipped disc,or something like it, and
couldn't move, | was seasick the whole
our
way so our native orderly andncook boy,
who accompanied us, took charge of our
vear old son and ourselves. YWe were
sent to Rotorua where my husband was
cobked and massaged wuntil he was on _
his feet again and we returned to Fiji,
The next six months were spent
preparing for a frip_fp Pitcairn Island ‘
~ where we were to spend 3 months retorming
o  the local administretive system, intro-
: ducing salaries and revising the laws,
The ftirst issue ot Pitcairn stamps were
to be brought out whilst we were there
and for this purpose & post ottfice
ofticial was to join us a month |ater,
| ordered my usual O month's stores, to

_be on the sate side, and in fuly, 1940

we lett E1ji for NoZ. and Pitcairn. Once
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_years betore. The ‘school bui!dings had
disappeared and the neat roads +rimmed
_with coral blocks whitened with |ime

head been churned up by jeeps and other
vehicles, The hecadmastzr's house and one
other that | remembered still stood G,
_and there was a jumble of other buildings
_3s this was now the headquarters of the
colony which had.been removed trom Ocean
Island, An_spite ot the fact that the
man _in charge betore we arrived know very
well that | would have to live on
Bairiki and my husband on Betio he had
done absolutely nothing about Preparing

anywhere tor me. So | arrived on the

beach with my son, now 7, and a CGilbertese
girl who'had been with me in Syva.

The district otticer said there was a

small house | could have and he would

see what fturniture he could $ind but there

was no kitchen so would | eqtmin bhe

o{+icersf messs There were g number of

government otticials here byt no other

women and the colony hOSPifaliahd Mo rioe
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again we were faced with something en-
firely'diifzrenf.

The actual landing . was by boef;fﬁs
usual, 'but instead .of ahtrim whaleboat,
uniftormed boet's crew and crisply given
ordQZ}/ﬁe perched as best we could on
piles ot luggage and storzs, our own and
the islanders, in huge heavy boats 'manned
by a motley crew of déescendants . é6fithe
mutinecers of the Bounty. The landing

cen be very bad but we were lucky, and

_atftter a short wait outside the breskers

with everyone argueing as fo_whgn_fg_go,

the man at the steer oar gave the word

._and we dashed in, Untortunately it was

too dark to see Bounty Bay where the

mytineers landed, or Ship landing Pojnt

_which towers 500 teet above, with a fow

~narrow strip ot land.

boat-sheds nestling at its foot on g4

_The story of Pitcairn appeals to most

people, but -very tew are able to live on

the island, hear the quaint dialect and

__absorb the local atmosphere, with ay|

_its associations. Here, you are told,



~ashamed of myself. This time we

_happy onej; the Americens were still

21

Jack, g Sl >
asked to gopto Tarawa, b had become

sovgsed fto living in. a community where
onez had the normal amenities of lite

tnhat | was quite mervous about returning

to the Gilbert Islands and felt rather

tlew up by catalina tlying boat, a

2 days journey with a stop overnight

at Funatuti in the Ellice lsiands;///ﬁg

it turned out our return was not a very

occupying the islet ot Betio, where the
ferrib!e battle with the lapanese ha”r
taken place nearly two years betore, and

we *ound on our arrival that thepuveuld
not allow me to live on Betio with my

husband although we had been told that

everything was arranged. So there was ™
nothing tor it but to leave the men to

themselves and go and live bl tteddih

on the next islet up the lagoon, it was
about 40 minutes by ddunch and was the
place where | had stayed so heppily with |

the Hzadmaster of the school some 15
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lies the hull of the Bounty and some ball-
ast; here is the rudder, recovered after
neorly 150 years; there liges old John
Adamg who brought up the children of the
mutineers on the Bible and the Prayer Rook;
and here Fletcher Christian was murdered.
McCoy tell into the sea in & drunken tit

from that point of rock, and from the top

ot the clitf above Rope the Tahitian wite
of one of the mutineers fcl[ to her death.
Every corner ot Pitcairn seems to have a

link with the past.' Holleft v awar .
We were lent & house, iq;ﬁ_;zc!udgd_

spot called Shady Nook; it was built of

hand sawn local timber, rough but sturdy;

it had an upper storey, a8 corrugated foon

)

-
=l

e

root and real windows with panes of

glass in them, which rather surprised me.,
An open cistern stored the water from the
roof and that was our only source of
waters There was very little furniture,
no hanging cupboards or drawers but just

tables, chairs and beds; the latter were

~ very Spartan attairs, and | was glad |

~———had brought a Lilo with me/%nd the baby's
Cﬁka& ;

) ok
cot. We were tortunate in having a wood
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it we had everyting we needed; we
assured her we were very comfortable

but she had & good look round and not
long aftter her departure a lorry arrived

with no end ot things for us. There

were comfortable arm chairs, china,
glassware and even the Crown Prince!'s

bed for small Alaric who filled about

a quarter ot it., The Prince was at
Newington College at the time. _Every
now and then & Lady in Waiting would

come to the house and say "would Alaric
spend the morning with the Queen" and
away would go our 3 year old son and
goodness only knows what he told her.
We lett Tonga, very regrp+*ul|y, !
_in November 1941@&’3"?{-%@ in WM
just betore the Japanese bomb ed iii
Pearl Harb?ur. My husband returned
to Suva almost immzdia*elv but Alaric
and | stayed in N.Z. +or I8 months
betore we were allowed to join h:QJ
we.

%&-1+ﬁyfdﬁfﬁ—5uvt,h:n the same

houses tor 35 years, the longest wo ha
" ngest had

ever stayed anywhere, and then we were



12.

stove, quite & luxury on the island, and

| had Primus stoves as well and & good sup
supply of kerosene. Qur bread was coﬁked
in @ Pitcairn oven by our neighbour;

these ovens are very ingenuous, fthey are

made of 5 large thick slabs ot stone,
4 cach stone being about 24 teet square,
which form the top and bottom and 3 sides,

lcaving the tourth side to be covered by
a square of iron propped in place by a
piece ot wood. A fire is lighted inside

T the oven, %he_fhickgg§§“¢ﬁd{quantifylof

ﬁoqd depending on the heat required;

when ready the ashés are raked out, the

_fogd_puf_in_qqg_fhﬁ_dpgf_clgged: | have
ne{gr_had_hgjfer_bakgd_bfeﬁq?i§ﬂq_[

Iea(nﬁ_how fq mgkeugeyzfgt gindg of

) _ biscuits from the locally grown arrowroot

~and manioc,_thchiwg(g“qlsq;bag;d in this

wa\;_. : L ek =4

You may be interestad to know how we

~make bread in these isolated islands,
The yeast is made in a screw top bottle
__and consists of rice, flour, sugar and

sea=water; the rice lasts trom 3 to 6
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everyone went into mourning and all
entertainments ceased. Tugi was very
popular and his funceral was the saddest

| have seen; the ceremony was most
impressive, but all the Tongans were
weeping and | don't think it was

entirely Polynesian custom, | would !'-E

say they telt his loss deeply,

Quezen Salote is the only reigning

monarch lett of the many island royal
tamilies; her kingdom is a fully

independent state bourd only by Treaty
obligations to Great Britain by which

we are responsible tor the conduct

of its Foreign Attairs and advise on
tinancial matters. The Queen was very
triendly and was +ull-o+_kind thought-
fulness. She would always walk to ’rhg*

door with us whén we leaving her presence
which saved us an awkward journey walking
backwards down the room. Later, when the
Consul returned,ame moved into another
house as my husband was to do a special

job for the Queen; no sooner had we moved

in than one ot herladies arrived to see
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months but the sugar, flour and sea-
water are renewed cach time bread is to be
made. The dough is sel overnight,

kneaded up just once in the morning, lett

to rise for an hour and it is ready for
baking. | found_at Pitcalrn, where a
journey to the sea meant a strenuous
climb down 300 feet or so of véry steep
and rocky hillside, that salt made trom
sea water added to tresh water worked
just as well, or better, .than sea water,
The islanders make their salt once a year
~and | tound a lovely crock of it in my
kifchigy//’

% The Pitcairn islanders are vegetar-
. fans but they have no use tor milk or
butter @ﬁd.V?ry.tif*!?:ﬁpr_gfﬁﬁﬁlY?ngable
Tiley airie” Viery. Voiid “ed mdking, evetythlng
into @ mush and then baking it. TheQu.
arq_rafher more Europein_fhgn Polyné#ian.
now and a number of them have NZ. or
Aystralian wives. _There were close on
900 inhabitants when we were thzreq/but B
| believe A good many left after the war
and went to work ln_N:BZ/’ %
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with open verandahs all round; very cool
and comtortable. ¥e had no luggage
except our clothes, everything else had
been left at Panama, so for once there
was practically no unpacking. The
Consul's wite very kindly lent us linen,

3

and lett the house in running order

with very well trained servants; the
garden was lovely and the ordered lite
very resttul atter the rather hard time
at Pitcairn. The contrast, however,
between the carcetree, happy—go—iucky-
way ot lite we had been living and the
ritgid ceremonial and etiquette of a
Royal Court, however small, was
tremendous. The.Tongans are a delight-
tul peop | _and the Queen 4 most charming
person.///?hen we *|rs+ arrived ?here .i
were Red Cross bazaars and entertain-
ments ot various kinds to raise fundsi,/

o

The Tongan dancing was parficularI%,
lovely, the girls' arm movements are

so soft and smoothe and gracetuyl.
{qﬂnonfh atter we arrived in Tonga , Tugi

The Queen's husbaond died very suddenly;
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The islanders still did most things
communally; everyone fished on Vednesday®
{so you only got fish once a week)
evervone went to Top Side (the top of the
island) to their gardens on Thursaays
and everyone cooked and cleaned on Fridays
in preparation ftor the Sabbath., When
nq+ otherwise engaged everyone mades
curios and baskets to sell to passing
ships. And, of course, when a ship was
sighted every ab!e-bodied_man, woman and
child made a bee-line for the Jﬁﬁdiﬁq,/ﬁ'

Betore the war an average of one ship a
week called at Pitcairn but during the
wér there were very +g@(f’ “hen wéod had
to be cut for house building the whole
tamily and a number of friends al| wen t
él.ong foo and made a picnic of it,
Another ftamily atfair was the payment of
fines. Anyone tined could pay it off by
worklng on the roads at the rate of |/-

a day, but as this meant that some unpa jd
~ofticial would have to watch the o}+ender_

. it had become the custom for the person

fined to collect as many friends as the
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departure so uncertain, we were sorry

to say goodbye after nearly 8 months
“when an American ship called in for us
and took us to Panama,

Our next assignment we knew was to
relieve the Consul in Tonga. The poor ma

man was ill and had been waiting to

go on leave for some time whilst we

were cooped up on Pitcairn unable to
persudade 8 British ship to call in for us.
Going to Panama was the only alternative
to staying where we were and having got

to Paneama we had a bad time trying to

get back to the other side ot the Pacitic.
Eventually we flew to Los Angeles by

a roundabout route and joined the.
Monterey with 24 hours to spare.

Back in Suva we spent a month at Q
Government House waiting for the ship to
to take us to Tonga, it was rather |ike
a dream and a very pleasant one.

On our arrival in Tonga we 60V2d
into the Residency and the Consuyl and his
wite lett next day. The house is a

spacious wooden building of the old type,
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& numbar of shillings in the tine, less one,
5
1 and all do one day's work! Cﬁﬂygﬁwg;;ﬂg,
il

’/?;e Pitcairn islanders have s term

"no use work" for anything they deem

Bie ... o

unproductive. They never ironed anything
it they could avoid it; they washed out
‘heir houses once a weeck, rather e slap
dash aftair as it would soon be dirty
again and | must admit that when it was

wet the mud was awful and no one wore

shoes which could have been lett at the

door.  They laughed at me for having
my floors properly scrubbed and we had to
laugh later on for when we had removed the
mud from between the cracks in the boards.
] the tloors were dreadtully draughfxéﬁfﬁ_
The people are Seventh Day Adventists,

r

|

|

P so theti Sabbath is our Saturday and it

i _i“was strictly kept, no work ot any descrip-

Vel tion wasidllowed, not even cooking. The
The days began at Sunset, which was
rather muddling, for if you were ingited #
to a meal on Tuesday evening you had to go

on Monday zvening or you would have

ﬂrrjved on Vednesday and missed the party.
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The Bible says quifeecléattystaadathe o
evening and the morning were the first
day" so maybe they are right, They do

not smoke, drink tes, coffee or alcoholicW

drinks; nor are they supposed to cat

meat, but they sometimes eat chicken and

e

occasionally goat. They have 8 peculiar
dialect, more or less unintelligible to
the outsider, but they can all speak
tairly good Englisﬁ;z’

We had some wonderful walks and climbs,
some of them distinctly héir—raising;

the island has a greai'veriefy of scenery

and, as it is only |y miles across and

rised to 1,000 feet, you can imagine how

steep it W83 even the village is built

on a steep slope. From the highest
point, on the south of the island, !‘.
you look down about 900 teet of ahbost
sheer clitf, then another 100 feet 4
little tess steep to where the sea pounds
against the rockg//éiwe became very fond
of the little island and its people and,

in spite ot some hardships qnq worry,

with raiders in the Pacitic and our



STRING FIGURES

String tigures are more or less
intricate patterns made from a simple
loop of string held between the two
hands, manipulatéd by the fingers with
the aid ot the mouth, and sometimes the
toes, yntil the desired design is
achieved. They are made by so-called
primitive peoples all over the world; by
the Eskimos in their snow igloos; by the
Pacitic islanders in their palm thatched l
huts near the still Iagoonﬁ in tact in
every continent, By every race, with the
solitary exception (as far | know) of
Europe, where civilization has caused

them to disappear in face of the com-

petition ot other forms o&_{ecrggtiqpé__‘

v
But string tigures are not only a
ARY mple by 1t | el O T Qectd
tascinating pastime; "amongst several

races, for instance the Eskimos and the

Gilbert lslanders, they played an import-

ik part in their religious lite, The

_Gilbertese believed that when they died



their spirits flew north to the island

of Makin, trom where they flew west to
the lands ot the departed ancestors. On
their way they met a mythical bird woman,
Nei Karamakunés, who pecked out their

tatoo marks, or it they were not faffoogAa
their zyes. Having sately passed Nei

Karamakuna thzy met MNa Ubwebwe, an

dncestral spirit who madé with them a
series ot string figures; j# they could
do this they went on unmolested byt it
they could not do the figures they were

entangled in the string and coyld not

reach paradise. The basic tigure is

called Na Ubwebwe and according to legend
was performed by Na Ubwebwe at the begin-
ing of the world when Riki, the eel,
litted the heavens from the tace of +he¥§~.
earth where he still holds them. |
String figures also-have scientitic
importance, and this has only been reaf-

ised during the course ot the present

century. They are now studied by

anthropologists &§cs means <54 fracing
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.rqlafionships between two races of people,
The number_of movements in a fairly in-
tricate tigure is so grezat that it is
difticult to imagine two groups of

peoples independently arriving at the.
same figure by means of the same movements.
#hen, therefore, we find a group like the
Maoris having ten or more tigures virt-
vally identical with the Gilbertese we can
_suppose that at some time or other there
hascbeenucontaat betweansthehm. One of

the most surprising examples | have seen

myself was when we were passing through

Wyndham (on the N.¥. coast of Australia)

__some yedrs ago; there an aboriginal

woman showed me some string figures and

_in one case | knew at once which pattern

’__ ~she was making, it was identical with s

Gilbert lsland figure knaown as "The leaves
ot the Breadtruit Tree".
~ On_the other hand however, we have

figures, known all over the world, which

~_are identical in final result but are

mdde by centirely diftterent methods;
these prove nothing with regard to

cultural contact.
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As you can imagine nothing could be d

_done to study string tigures until some

method ot recording them had been devised.
The system almost universally used to-day
was worked out by Protfessor Haddon when

on @ visit to Torres Straité in 1006. o
To shorten descriptions some ot the .—:

commoner openings and movements have

their own names; such as Position %8

Opening A, MNavaho Opening, Mouth Loop
Opening and several others. Ve yse
first the tive tinders of each hand, a

loop on any finger has two strings, that

on the thumb side is called the radial

string and that on the little finger side
= i )

thz uvlnar string. Should there be two

loops on a timger the lower loop is said

to be proximal and the upper one disfal.'i:

_In this way whatever position youy happen

to have your hands in you know exactly

which strings or loop is meant.
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I am going to try, T,
to glve you some 1dea of the background
of S= Sryvirenic =3 "Pattern
of Islands". ¥here === the 1slands@\e
faf he writes about, what s the?ﬁlike and
who &== the peopléfwho live on them?

As you wlll have seen from the map
in the hook the Gilbert Islands really
do exist and I can assure you that they
do as I lived on them for many years.
There are 16 of them, all low coral
1slands except Ocean Island which is not
really part of the Gilbert groupgfJulads._
Ocean Island and Nauru lie to the west
of the Gilberts and are of different
formation.. , I notice that -Sdessfwdsenr,
on page 45,, w eés of sailing to the
"group" and you may hasve wondered what
he meant. When we first went to Qcean
Island we found everyone talking about
"the group" and soon learnt that they
meant the Gllbert Islands. Most of the
BEuropeens in the Gilbert and Ellice Is.
Colony lived &actually on Ocean Island,
either employed by the Phosphate Com-
mission or at Government Headquarters
and regarded the few Europeans who were
stationed as government offlcexBs or
miseionaries in the Gilbert Islands sas
being hardy ploneers, much as we in
Canberra would regard the people who
live on some isolated cattle station in
the Never Never.

Oceen Island, from the sea, looks
rather like a large dome sticking out

e e = e 5 A 2 e i =
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of the‘ﬁﬁﬁq in fact from a distance it

==dSnot unlike the Academy of
Sclence building, it rises about 3200 ft
ahove sea level and 1s about 2 miles
across in any direction. They say it
has been under the sea at least 3 times
and the centre of the island is filled
with millions of tons of rock phosphate
deposited by millions of birds over
countless centuries. The Gilbert Is.,
on the other hand are all low and flat
and made of coral, nowhere more than 10
feet above sea level; there are no
stones as we know them, or volcanic neek
soill, only coral rock and coral sand.

The first thing you see when app=
roaching one of the Gilbert Islands in g
ship or schooner 1s a long line of tp:
coconut palms and it is not until you
are quite near that you can see the
white beaclies shimmering in the sun ang

the white line of surf breasking on the
reef. On some islands £5£§E$§&ﬁ§§&he§;s
there are no coconut trees and a ship's
captain tells the story of how he was
seiling along one day when he saw the
head of a man apparently sticking out
of the ocean, then after some time his
body appeared and underneath the body
a donkey,and finally.the island itself
on which the man was riding!
When I first saw the Gllbert TIslands

- e alr in 1245,I was horrified to

igiﬁkt?hat I' ned livéd on them for years
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and was about to live on them again.
They were mere specks of land in a vast
ocean and the sea seemed ready to engulf
them at any moment.

Suppose we go in imagination to a
lagoon island, or atell as it is often
called for most of the islands which
are mentioned in "Pattern of Islands"
are in fact lagoon islands.

~ We first sight the island soon
after dawn and anchor close to the
boat passage into the lagoon and have
our breakfast whilst waiting for the
government canoe to come out to meet us.
When it arrives the Native Vagistrate
comes on board snd after greeting us
leads the way to the canoce which is
bobbing up and down at the ship's side.
We manage to scramble into the canoce |
without upsetting 1t and sit one behind |
another with our legs dangling inside,
the sail 1s holsted and awsy we shkim
on one of the fastest sailing craft in
the world.

We land at the Native Government
Station for thatis the headquarters of
the island. Here 1live the Magistrate,
Chief of the island Council and the
Chief of Police; the village policemen
teke 1t in turn to spend a week at e
headquarters and court is held once a
month when all the police attend ang
also the village councillors, or "kaubure"

e. 4o
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There are & Court House and two gsols,
one for female offenders and one for
males. There 1s also & Post Office and
8 house for the visiting European Office:
Here too there would prpbably be a Co-
operative store for there are no such
things as shops/ the

After a refreshing drink of/fwster
of & very young coconut we are lent
bicycles, all men's I'm afraid, and we
set off to explore the island. First
we visit the hospital where we find a
netdwe Gilbertese doctor in charge;
he has been trained in Fiji and can
perform operations when necessary as
well as prescribe for everyday complaints
He 1s helped by a few men with a little
training who are called Dressers (you
will find one mentioned on page 117)
and there is probably a nurse who has
been trained on Tarawa where the main
hospital is situated. There are no
werds but a number of small houses, for
each patient has their own house and
relations to look after them.

We leave the hospital and cycle along
the sandy road shaded by coconut trees,
in fact it would seem that the island
grows nothing but coconut palms and
certainly they are the mainstay of the
people for they provide food, drink,
hovse walls, thatch, the so-called
grass skirt, mats, screeds, many types
of basket, brooms, charcoal, firewood,
molasses, string and oil; they also
produce copra whic brings in money with I
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which to buy material, tobacco, soap,
kerosene and many other amenities of
life; panama hats, table-mats and
fans, much coveted by Europeans, are
made from the very young leaves on a
few islands only. Altogether the
coconut palm must be theé most wonderful
tree in the world. However, as we
wander along the road which skirts the
lagoon shore we notice some queer
mishapen trees, these are pandanus
trees and they too are most important
trees providing food, leaves for mat
making and the best thatch, also posts
for house building and a decorative
wood from the long aerial roots.
Next we see a pit, a large pit, with
enormous leaves like giant arum leaves
showing above the level of the ground;
this is another food for the large
root is cooked in various ways, some
quite appetising and some not to
European taste, but all could be des-
cribed as somewhat solid.’ Sir Arthur
Grimble mentions it on p. 50 but he did
not seem to like it in any form. Agbédu
To continue our exploration, round
the next bend in the road we come upon
ssewment a village, very neat and tidy
with rows of 1little square houses)
neitad-abBresrno-@eoura some with
walls and some with leaf screens that
can be pulled-up or lowered at will.
some of the houses are raised above the
ground and the people sleep on the
platform floor, other houses are on

e B e Y
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the ground and these are cook houses
and behind them is an enclosure for
bathing. Very oftem white coral
pebbles are spread all around the houses
which makes the village area very clean
but very glaring in the brilliant sun-
shine. Most houses have a few pawpaw
trees, some ornamental shrubs and a few
flowers dotted around which is very
praiseworthy when you consider that the
islands are very dry and suffer from
periodic droughts.

The people themselves are friendly
and cheerful and all the children crowd
round to have a look at the Imatang,pﬂc
white people, Tiey are what anthro-
pologists call micronesians, not very
dark skinned, have straight black hair,
(the women's hair is often very long and
thick and is always well oiled) and
their features vary tremendously from
fairly acquiline to somewhat broad 2
nosed and thick lipped. The men
usually wear just a length of material
wrapped round their waists and falling
to their knees; the women wear grass
skirts for working and a simple frock
for general wear; the children follow
their parents except for the tiny ones
who wear nothing at all.

As we wander through the village
we are greeted with "ko na mauri®

wittfind—it—on p+44) the Gilbertese

greeting, often followed by "where are
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you going?" to which we reply "we are

going north", or south as the case may
be. In the middle of the village we
come upon an enormousg structure, a
huge thatched roof resting on stones
only about 4 feet Zremsthergnound high;
this 1s the "maneaba" or meeting house
(described by Sir Arthur on p.40).

Here the people hold their dances, meet
on ceremonial occasions or just drop in
to have a chat. I used to go 1in to
see if I could find anyone to teach me
a new cats cradle

Also 1In the village we shall see low
fences surrounding open wells, these
go down 8 or 10 feet, the water is
brackish, not very nice to drink ang
very hard to wash with as soap won't
lather 1n it, but it is the only water
there 1s except for the odd tin or
tubful collected when rain is fallingif
Every village has a Protestant
church with the pastor's house nearby
and a school house; the Pastor is
always a Gilbertese and he does both
the preaching and the teaching. The
European protestant missionaries
concentrate thelir activities at their
headquarters on Beru where they have
a boys' school, a girls' school and
a teacher tralngng school., They visit
the islands in their own ship, the
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"John Williams", bringing supplies,
books and any advice and help that
may be needed. The Catholics have a
European Father and two sisters on
most islands and a Gilbertese teacher
in each villege.

““We continue our ride and as the sun
is very hot we turn off the road into
the deeper shade of the closely growing
coconut trees and proceed to walk across
the island which is only about % of a
mile wide. Every man and woman owns
their piece or pieces of land but there
are no fences or boundary stones to show
the divisions. As we go we meet girls
looking for flowers to make wreaths for
their heads or for their menfolk. All
the flowers are tiny and you would never
believe they could make sucu lovely
wreaths from them; o swej three, four
or 5 strend plait 1s used and the short
stems of the flowers are plaited in so
as to make a thigk band of blooms and
they are most attractive.

As we cross the island the ¥sza
trees thin out and we hear the roap of
the surf, the land rises a little, we
come to some low bushes and then We ®re
out on the reef side of the island. a
steeply sloplng beach lies before us,
then the reef of dead coral rock ang at
its edge the towering waves break into
a line of creaming surf with a never
ending roar. A strong breeze blows in
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from the ocean, the almost constant
trade wind, so cool and refreshing, but
up and down the long stretch of beach
there is no sign of human habitation for
the Gilbertese almost always live along
the lagoon shore. So we too return
from the glare, the wind and the roar
of the tumbling surf to the tranquil
lagoon with all 1its wonderful coddours
and the sleepy palms leaning over the
water's edge. Along the shore can be
seen the brown thatch of village houses
and canoe sheds, perhaps a bevy of child-
ren splashing and laughing while further
out thelir fathers fish patiently from
outrigger canoes, for fish, with coconut
and sometimes rice, is their staple
diet.

As the sun sets everyone gathers
for the evening meal and there is a
lovely smell of burning wood from the
cooking fires. Then lights go bobbing
to and fro, some to the maneaba and
some to shore where, on dark nights
the men set out with coconut leaf
torches to catch flying fish.

We return our bilcycles and say
Tiakebo, goodbye, and return to the ship
where we up anchor and set sail for the

next island.
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A Talk on Pitcairn Island.

T feel there nust be quite a number of people in my audience
tonight who have had just as interesting, and may I say tough,
experiences as myself. However, few people visit Pitcairn
Island and it is a rather unique spot, firstly because of its
historical background, and secondly because it is not an easy
place to visit. To casual callers are allowed to land and anyone
wishing to go there for any special purpose, gscientists, novelists
and even the wives, or husbands, of Pitcairn Islanders who have
married abroad, have to obtain a permit to land from the High
Coommissioner for the Western Pacific. .

Before telling you something of our own life on the island
I would like to give you 2a brief outline of some of the more
important points of Pitcairn's history and a little of their
form of gowvernment,

Vou will all remember the story of the mutiny om the Bounty
which took place while Capt Bligh, later Governor of N,S.W., was
in command of the vessel, and of his wonderful boat voyage of
3,500 miles to Timor, in the Dutch East Indies., One of the
midshipmen, Hallett by name, who went with Bligh, married a
yiaude and this gave our visit to Pitcairn an added interest, for
our great, great, grand uncle might so easily have been, not our
uncle at all but the great great grandfather of a Pitcairn

Family . A fact we often joked about with the islanders,
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iet us then go back to the year 1787 when Lt Bligh was
assigned the task of sailing to Tahiti, discovered by Wallis
only 20 years earlier, in order to collect breadfruit plants
for the West Indies where it was hoped they would prove to be
g nutritious and economical food for plantation slave labour.
The Bounty arrived in Tahiti in October, 1788, and in this
South Sea paradise the ship stayed for five wonderful months.
Historical records show that the crew had a good deal of time
ashore and the easy life they saw there no doubt contributed
to the discontent and friction which led to the mutiny. Be
that as it may, the fact remains that 23 days after the Bounty
had sailed from Tahiti the famous mutiny took place, Bligh and
18 others, including my husband's relation, were set adrift in
a small boat and left, with scanty provisions, to find their
way as best they could in unchartered seass and among unknown
Savages.

Fletcher Christian, at the head of his 25 mutineers, set
sail for the delights of Tahiti. All but 8 elected to dtay
there but Christian, well knowing that sooner or later they
were sure to be found on such a frequented island, persuaded
these 8, with Tahitian wives, 3 other women and 6 Tahitian men,
to settle with him on some igland off the beaten track. It is
probable that Fletcher Christian knew of the existence of
Pitcairn Island which had been discovered by Capt Carteret in

1767 and whose account formed part of the collection of



printed voyages in Bligh's cabin.

The little party of 27 landed in Bounty Bay probably some
time in October, 1789, and after removing all they required from
the Bounty burnt her in the bay - to this day the islanders can
show you the remains of her hull gnd some ballast lying on the
bed of the sea. Some years ago the rudder was reclaimed and is
now in the Suva lMuseum awaiting final deposit in the British
Museum; it is, of course, still legally the propexrty of the
British Admiralty. It was taken from the island because the
temptation to chop off small pieces for gsouvenirs was too strong
for the islanders and the rudder was gradually disappearing.

The Bounty vice had quite recently been sold by the islanders
to an American and I believe is now in some museumn in the U'%;q%

Wothing was heard of the missing mutineers for 20 years &
when the chance vigit of an American vessel disclosed the
existence of the séttlement to the outside world. By this time
all the Buropeans except John Adams were deady and all the
native men, there were 10 women (one had fallen off a cliff
and been killed) and 25 children. After the death of Edward
Young, the only European wh??gied a natural death, John Adams
had become the benevolent patriarch of the little community.

He had undergone a strong spiritual conversion and, teaching
himself first to read and write, brought up the children of the
matineers on the Bible and the Prayer Book. In 1830 the

entire population were moved to Tahitli on account of a



threatened shortage of water but they soon pined for Piteairn
and persuaded a sympathetic whaling captain to take them back.
By 1856 the population had grown to 187 and it was feared that
the island would soon be over=mpopulated so, once again, they
were moved but this time to Norfolk Island where descendants
of the majority still live. The call of the old home was
strong however and within a few years 6 families, 43 men,
women and children had returned. They were all either
Christians, Youngs or Warrens and from them most of the present
population is descended. The islanders call each other by
their Christian names so that one really does not notice the

excessive numbers of lrs Youngs or Mrs Christians.
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Tor many years any Jjudicial or administrative matters on
which the islanders needed outside advice were dealt with by
Cormanders of Warships which called there at fairly frequent
intervals. Then, about 1890,the British Consuls at Papeete
were placed in charge of the island and carried on until 1921.
By this time contact betwmen Pitcairn and Tahiti was becoming
j@a@ﬂdﬂd/@étb difficult and instructions were given that all
correspondence should be sent to the High Commissioner foxr the
Western Pacific. After we had been on the island for a little
while my husband asked one day if he could see the official
correspondence., The Magistrate and his minions looked blank
for a moment and then the Magistrate's face brightened,=MOhi%"
said he, "them letters from Fiji, why we mostly Eeeps them in an
0ld sugar bag" and sure enough there they were found after some
searching andiﬂﬁn?'of them had never been opened.

Wy husband's work on Pitcairn was the reform of the local
sdministrative system, to introduce salaries and revise the laws.
It was becoming more and more difficult to fill the key position
of Chief lMagistrate for that unfortunate man"got all the kicks
and no Ha'pence" when things went wrong. The elections take
place once a year on Christmas Day and it was said that on the
previous Christmas no one could be persuaded to be Magistrate.
The problem was only solved by one of the older men absenting
himself from the meeting in order to collect food for his

family whereupon he was promptly proposed, seconded and



unanimously elected in his absence. Briefly, the officials
are as follows@- A Chief lagistrate, Government Secretary,
an Internal Committee of 3 members, andiExternal Cormittee of
3 3nd 2 Assesors and I think two Policemen. While-wé-weré:
onithe island a case came up before the Court and my husband
went along to see how a Court was held. He found things far
from satisfactory and when he explained just how everyone should
behave the islanders were amazed and delighted,f&e gathered there
had been some real”rough houses"when even the lMagistrate was
assaulted.

For about 3 months my husband spent part of every day
sitting with a committee of islanders revising the laws.
There was, of course, much argument among the amateur legis-
lators but in the end my hushand succeeded in drafting a
suitable and acceptable constitution and code of laws which is
unique in one respect - it bears the signed consent of every

person in the community over the age of 18. By law -asmyone

b ]
ould hawe m?&ntoﬁ“meiuﬁpaié of icialfﬁat hin:T;t
/

6ﬁﬁl& We WeLan 0N the islandnwe were joined by Mr Fuller,
from Fiji, who was in charge of the bringing out of s Pitecairn

Stamp issue. He persuaded the islanders to build a brand new



Post Office, Pitcairn Stylejand they made a very good job of
it. The revenue from the stamps mounted rapidly and whereas
when we were therecthelisdand exchequer amounted to £50 or so,
within 6 years Pitcairn funds were 30 to 40 thousand pounds.
This has been a tremendous help to the islanders, it pays the
salaries of the Government Officials, a School Teacher, g
wireless Operator and a Qualified Nurse besides buying them
anything essential to the welfare of the communiﬁ& such as a
new school house, a launch and a number of other things.

To come to our own arrival and sojourn on the island; we
gighted Pitcairn one afternoon after a rather stormy voyage, Wwe
had with us our small boy, Alaric, aged just 2 yeabs, Kitty, a
girl from Suva who came to help me; she was really Dr lMacphersons
housekeeper and keen though she was to travel I'm sure she
didn't realise how far away we were going. We took stores for
5 months thoué\ we were only supposed to stay for 3, actually we
had nearly 8 months on the island, Ships calling at
Piteairn do not go in close to the shore and do not lower their
gangways as there is usually a good swell running and the
Pitcairn boats being very heavy are liable to damage them. S0
the officers apparently were rather exercised as to how to get
2 women and a véry small boy into the boats. Unfortunately
they did not consult us as we could have told them we were

perfectly capable of descending a rope ladder.



The Chief Engineer has a platform made, surrounded by canvas
walls and depending from 4 ropes; in this we were slung in
turn over the ship's side and deposited in a boat already
laden with piles of cargo. It was late by the time we left
the ship and dark before we neared the breakers; having heard
all kinds of sterdiéslabdutithe dreadful landing I, at least,
felt I would much rather see where I was going. To make
matters worse everyone seemed to have their own ideas as to
the right moment to dash in but they all rested on their oars
and nothing happened until the captain of the boat said "now",
then they sprang to activity and we rushed in, not on top of
a2 breaker but in between the waves and we were through a
narrow channel and reund some rocks before the next wave broke
behind us. Ship Landing Point, risging to about 500 feet,
towers over Bounty Bay, there ig just room for a few boat sheds
at the foot of the cliff and a narrow path winds up, very
steeply in places, to the village 300 feet above.the landing.
It had been decided that we should spend the first night
af the house of the liagistrate, David Young, and his American
wife, Edna, and next day look at several houses and choose
which we liked best. Actually we spent four days with the
Magistrate trying to get the feeling of the island. Like 2ll
small places there was a good deal of rivalry and we wanted to
make sure we were making a wise decision. In the end we took

a clean little house at the end of the village in a seecluded



spot called Shady Nook. The houses are built of hand-sawn
local timber, rough boards overlapping one asnother on the
walls and laid flat for floors with uneven spaces between the
boards. 1Most of the houses are bungalows but quite a number
have just one upstairs room. Ours had a living room and a
small bedroom downstairs, and a large bedroom upstairs with
windows all round it. The dining-room and kitchen were in a
separate building joined on by a short passage; we had a wood
stove, a luxury on the island, on which we did most of our
cooking and I had also g Primus stove. Our bread was baked
by our neighbour, Hilda Young, in whose house we were living
while she and her family lived with her aged mother close by.
In the house we had the bare essentials of furniture, most of
it made locally and somewhat crudely, The beds were a trial
ags they were rough frames with timber of uneven width, length
and thickness laid loosely across; however we found a ship's
mettress for my husband which levelled out most of the bumps,
and gnother for Kitty, Alaric had his own cot and I had a loose
kapok mattress with my Lilo on top. There were no drawers or
cupboards for clothes and the cockroaches were simply frightful,
they ate our clothes every night, especially some artificial
gilk frocks I had taken with me, and they didn't just nibble,
the holes were as large as shillings.

There was an open cement cistern in which the rainwater
from the tin roof collected and that was our ohly source of

water. Hilda's husband, Robert, kept us suppPlied with fish
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and firewood. As T mentioned just now there were lots of
windows but they were not an ummixed blessing:astthey had no
cords and the panes of glass were lightly tacked in with
little or no puttye. I'm afraid we had a number of accidents,
especially when the hornets were bad, in the excitement of the
chase when one was caught on the window, the slightest pressure
would dislodge the glass which crashed below and the hornet
usually escaped scott free.

Most of our food came out of tins of course, but the
islanders were most kind and generous and took it in turn to
bring us fresh fruit and vegetables. Pitcairn is very
fertile so there was always some fruit in season and there
were plenty of vegetables; Robert dug a patch of ground for
me in his own garden near the house and there I grew vegetables
for Alaric. Incidentally it was in this little patch that I
found the ring which is said to be the original Bounty ring;
it belonged to Edward Young and was the only ring possessed by
any of the mutineers. It was used for all marriages for the
first twenty years or so and the last person known to have it
was John Adam's wife. The islanders insisted that as I had
found it I should keep it and I am sorry that I cannot show it
to you tonight but I deposited it in the Auckland Museum for
safe keeping.

One of the first things you notice about the Pitcairn

people is the number of men and women who have lost their two
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top front teeth. It is not, as one might at first suppose,
due to an old Tahitian custom, but simply to the fact that
they have bad teeth. I should imagine it is largely due to
the fact that they eat too many starchy, mushy foods amd very
few containing calcium. They have no use for milk or butter
and very little for green vegetables. Edward Young is said
to have had very bad teeth and may have left this weakness.
On the other hand he also had very bad asthma and eventually
died of it, but I heard of only a few caseS.0r-suae-isi=wud,

The people are rather more European than Polynesian mnow

and a number of them have New Zealand or Australian wives.

When we were bdhothe island there were close on 200 inhabitants,
I believe that now there are ondy Jjust over.fgéﬂas S0 many

have migtated since the war to New Zealand and g}so to Australia,
Their staple diet seemed to be sweet potatoes, ggi%, yams, beans
and fried green Bamanas, but they also have manioc, pumpkin

and bread. They are very fond of making everything into a
mish and then baking it and coconut cream is used a good deal
for mixing but coconuts are not very plentiful. Corn meal and
arrowroot flour are made on the island and a little gugar cane
is grown and crushed in a Heath Robinson contraption of their
own devising. At one time the island was very short of flour
and I eked mine out by putting one third of corm meal to two

thirds of flour when making bread, and it was delicious.éy Later

I added one third of arrowroot to the mixture and made our last



loaf of bread on the day the ship came in with flour.

The Pitcairn Islanders use open fires for cooking but
they have remarkable ovens; theMe are made of five large
thick slabs of stone, each being about 2% feet square, these
form the top and bottom and three sides of the oven leaving
the fourth side to be covered by a square of iron propped in
place by a piece of wood. A fire is lighted inside the oven,
small sticks being used when preparing for a batch of biscuits
and larger pieces of wood for bread. When ready the ashes are
raked out and the bread put in and the iron door put in place.
The bread was very well baked and had s lovely crust.

Salt is made once a year at a special time when the
DPeople gather on the rocks to make it from sea water By
evaporation. Cereal coffee is made from bran or dandelion
roots, I made some from dandelion roots and we found it quite
a good drink.

The islanders gtill do most things communeglly, everyone
fishes on Wednesday (so you only have fish once = week) ;

m "
gardenqnand eéveryone cooks and cleans on Friday& in preparation

everyongﬁgoes to Top Side (the top of the island) %o their

for the 8abbath. When not otherwise occupied everyone makes
curios and basketg to be sold to passing ships. And, of course
when a ship is sighted every able-bodied man, woman and chilg
makes a bee line for the landing. Before the war an average of

nearly one large ship a week called there.



When wood has to be cut for house building the whole
family and a number of friends all go to the place where the
work is to be done and make a picnic of it; we went several
times and everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves. Another
family affair is the paying of fines. By law anyone fined
could pay it off by working on the roads ét the rate of 1/~
a day, but as this would have meant some unpaid official
watching the offender it had become the custom for the person
fined to collect as many friends as the number of shillings
in the fine, less one, and all do one day's work.

The Piteairn Islanders do not believe in doing unnecessary
work and have a term, "no use work", for anything they deem
unproductive. They wash out their houses once a week but
they thought I was very foolish to waste soap and energy having
my floors scrubbed. So, as a matter of fact,did we when we
found how draughty the floors were when we had removed the mud
from the cracks! Ironing too is considered a nuisance and
is only done when absolutely necessary.

The islanders are Seventh Day Adventists so their Sabbath
ig our Saturday and it is strictly kept, No work of any
description is allowed, not even cooking. We kept the island
sabbath but I found it quite impossible to do Monday's wash
on Sunday so, in effect, Kitty and I had two Sundays each
weesk. Another custom that is rather muddling is having the

day begin at sunset. If you are invited to a meal on

>~
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muesday evening you must be sure to go on Monday evening or
you will find you have arrived on Wednesday and missed the
party. The Bible says quite clearly "And the evening and
the morning were the first day", so maybe they are right.
Again being Seventh Day Adventists they are careful about
giving a tenth of their income, in cash or kind, to the
church and the tithe barn stands in the centre of the village
close by the Chmrch, Court House and Post Office. They do
not smoke, drink tea or coffee or alcoholic drinks, nor are
they supposed to eat meat but they sometimes have chicken and
occasionally goat. I believe it is still a jailable offence
to smoke under the age of 25b. They have a peculilar dialect,
more or less unintelligible to the outsider but they can all
speak fairly good English.

We collected a large number of Polynesian stone adzes,
the largest collection from any single island in the Pacifie,
and more are being found all the time. We also braved the
descent of Rope, rather an ordeal, to see andiphptoghaph,
ancient rock carvings at the foot of the cliff. At Rope there
is a 500 foot cliff and in the early days they used to let
one gnother down on a rope to collect bird's eggs. Nowadays
you creep down at one gide in shallow cre¥ices and in one
place cross a narrow ledge of rock with a sheer drop below.
Not being a mountaineer I can't say I enjoyed it. Unfortunately

the best beach on the igland is at the bottom of Rope.
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Kitty and I very soon found it best to pack away any clothes
we valued at all: what the cockroaches left the Pitcairn mud
stained. In any case most of our luggage sat in the boatsheds
at Bounty Bay for at least 4 months as we were expecting a ship
to call for us, and once a2 ship is sighted there is no time for
anything but a fush to the landing. We actually left once,
after 5% months. We said goodbye, gave away what few stores
were left and my beautiful crop of carrots and then the Captain
refused to take u%;jfyﬁr Fuller got away bu@;%e had to return to
the shore and we stayed another 2 months. ﬁe had no butter, very
little milk or tea and lived mostly on vegetable soup and
vegetable curry with fish and chicken about once a week, and
plenty of fruit. The islanders were wonderful, they insisted
on returning all our presents and kept us well supplied with
local produce.

We had some wonderful walks and climbs, the island has g
great variety of scenery and as it is only 14 miles across and
riges to 1,000 feet you can imagine how steep it is, even the
village is built on an incline, From the highest point, on the
gouth of the island, you look down about 900 feet of almost
sheer cliff, then another 100 feet a little less steep to where
the sea pounds against the rocks; it compares favourably with
the Pali putside Honolulu with the added attraction of the
boiling surf at the bottom.

We became very fond of the little island and its people and
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in spite of some hardships and worry, with raiders in the
Pacific and our departure so uncertain we were sorry to say
goodbye when an American ship eventually called in for us

and took us to Panama.

o

e Now that I have given you some idea of the main features

of life on Pitcairn I am sure you would like to see some

wh
slides. Most of these have en made from &® own snapshots
by the courtesy of the RoyalaHistorical Society
and I would like to thank Major Swinbourne and Mr Price
Conigrave for the trouble they have taken in arranging for
the slides to be made. There are also a few s:ides kiwndiy
Lons-br-bhe~Revak-Higterteat-Soetesy pictures of

.greﬁ%‘interest kindl@ lent by the Royal Historical Society.
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The Story‘of Pitcairn Island appeais_to most people, byt very few
are able to live on the 1sland, hear the quaint dialect and absorb the -
atmosphere’oﬁkatmudaﬂEMn& with all its assoclations. Here, you are told,
1ies the hull of the Bounty aﬁd some ballast: here is the rudder, re-
covered after nearly 150 years; there lies old John Adams and here
Fleteher Christian was mardered. McCoy fell into the sea in a drunken
fit from that point of rocg’and from the top of the cliff abbve Rope
the Tehitian wife of one of the mutineers fell to her death. Every
corner of Pitcalrn seems to have a link with the paste.

We were lent a little house, in & secluded spot called called Shady
Nooks it was built of hand sawn local timber, rough but sturdy; 1t had
an upper storey, a corrugated iron roof and real windows with panes of
glass in them, which rather surprised me. An open cistern stored the
water from the roof and that was our only supply of water. There was
very little furniture, no hanging cupboards or drawers but just tables,.
chalrs and bedss the latter extremely spartan affalrs, and I was glad I
had brought a Lilo with me and the kaby's cot. We were fortunate in
having a wood stove, qulte a luxury on the island, and I had Primus
stoves as well and & good supply of kerosene. Our bread was cooked in
a Piteairn oven by our neighbour; these ovens are very ingenuous, they
are made of 5 large thick slabs of stone, each belng about 21 feet square,

whieh form the bop and bottom and 3 sides, leaving the fourth side to be
covered by a square of iron propped in place by & plece of wood. A fire
1s lighted inside the oven, the thickness and quantity of wood depending
on the heat required; when ready the ashes are raked out, the food put

in end the door closed. I have never had better baked bread and T
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learnt how to make several kinds of bilscults from the locally grown
arrowroot and manioc, which were sglso baked in thils oven,

/4§y You may be interested to know how we meke bread in these isolated
islands. The yeast is made in a screw top bottle and consists of.rice,
flour, sugar and sea water; the rice lasts from 3 to 6 months but the
sugar, flour and sea water are renewed each time bread is made. The
dough 1s set over night, kneaded up just once in the morning and left to
rise for an hour, when it is ready for baking. T found at Pitcairn,
where & journey to the sea meant a strenuous climb down 300 feet or so
of very steep and rocky hiliside; that salt made from sea water and
added to fresh water worked just as well or better, then sea water. The
t1slanders make thelr salt once & year and I found & lovely crock of 1t
in my kitchen.

One of the first things you notice about the Pitcairn people is
the number of men and women who have lost their two top front teeth. It
1s not, as one might at first suppose, due to the survival of an old
Tahitian custom, but simply to the faet that they have bad teeth. I
should imagine that it is largely'duev%éfzggféao&véha$-they eat too
many starchy, mushy foods and very few containing calcium. They have
no use for milk or butter and very little for green vegetables. They
e Y et 25T oot bhata then T
number of them have N.Z, or Australian wives. There were close on
200 inhabitants when we were there, but I believe that nearly a hundred
left the island after the war and went to work in N.Z.

The 1slanders still do most things communally: everyone fishes on

Wednesday ( so you only have fish once a week); everyone goes to Tep

side ( the top of the islandj) to thelr gardens on Thursday and everyone
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cooks and cleans on Friday in preparation for the Sabbath.When not
otherwlise engaged everyone makes curios and baskets to be sold to $
passing ships. And, of course, when a ship is sighted every able-
bodied man, woman and child makes a bee-line for the landing. Before
the war an average of one ship a week called at Pitcairn, but during
the war there were very few. When wood has to be cut for house .
building the whole family and & number of friends all go to the place
where the work is to be done and make a picnic of it; we went several
times and everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves. Another family
affairMds the payment of fines. By law anyone fined could pay it off
by working on the roads at the rate of 1/- a day, but as this would
have meant some unpaid official watching the offender 1t had become
the custom for the person fined to collect as many friends as the
number of Shillings in the fine, less one, and all do one day's work!l
The Pitcairn Islanders do not believe in doing #nnecessary work‘
and have a term "no use work" for anyting they deem unproductive.
They wash out thelr houses once a week, but they thought I was very
foolish to waste soap and energy having my floors scrubbed. So, as
a matter of fact did we later on,for when we had removed all the mud
from the spaces between the floor boards the house was horribly draughty
The 1slanders are Seventh Day Adventists'so thelr Sabbath is our
Seturday and it is strictly kept, no work of any description is
alloweds not even cooking. Hhe days begin at sunset, which is rather
muddling, for if you are invited to a meal on Tuesday evening you
mast be sure to go on Monday evening or you will find you have arriveq

on Wednesdey and missed the party, The Bible says quite clearly

"and the m®ening and the morning were the first day“’so maybe they

Qie _«;.'z.crar
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”/They do not smoke, drink tea, coffee or alcoholic drinks; nor are
they supposed to eat meat, but they sometimes eat chicken and occasion-
ally goat. T belleve 1t 1s still a jailable offence tﬁ smoke under
the age of 25. They have a peculiar dlalect, more or less unintell-
igible to the outsider, but they can all speak falrly good English, ==
)&f We had some wonderful walks and climbs; the island has a great
variety of scenery and, as it 1s only 13 miles across and rises to 1,000
feet,you can imagine how steep it 1s; even the village 1s built on a
steep slope. From the highest point, on the south of the island, you
look down about 200 feet of almost sheer cliff, then another 1060 feet
a little less steep to where the sea pounds against the rocks. We
became very fond of the little i1sland and its people and,in spite of
some hardships and worry, with raiders in the Pacific and our departure
S0 unoustaiq’we were sorry to say goodbye after nearly 8 months when
an American ship called in for us and took us to Panama.

When leaving Pitcairn’the boat carryling most of our luggage was
swamped by the breakers and I spent mes®»ef the journey to Panama
rescueing what I could from the terrible mess. The camera was ruinedj
the sewing machine and typewriter were later recondlitioned and as good
as ever but & lot of clothing was hopelessly stained and all my best
clothes,which I had packed away months before to save them from the
cockroaches, were 1in a sorry state.

hot and

We had 5/hectic days in Panama trying to get passages back to New

Zealanq,but found it hopeless,as all the ships had filled up in New, York.

In the end we managed to fly to Los Angeles by a rather roundabout route

and there caught the Montereg;which took us to Fiji. We had one day



to shop in Los Angeles; we did our best to replenish our wardrobes

and found that we could get everythling we wanted in one large store
which saved a lot of time. We were quite exhausted by the time we
boarded the ship and even Our small boy overslept next day.

Back in Suva we spent a month at Governmen%?%ggore being sent
to Tonge to take over from the Consul‘who was going on leave. The
Residency there 1s a spacious wooden building-of the old type, with
open verandahs all round; very cool and comfortable. We had no
luggage beyond our clothes, so for once there was practically no
unpacking. The Consul's wife very kxindly lent us liﬁenaand left
the house in running order with very well trained servants; the
garden was lovely and the ordered 1i1fe was very restful after the
rather hard time on Pitcairn. The contrast, however, between the
carefree, happy-go-lucky way of 1ife we had been living and the rigid
ceremonial and etiiquette of a Royal Court, however small, was tremen-
dous. The Tongans are & delightful people and the Queen & most charm-
ing person.ﬁééﬁien we first arrived there were Red Cross bazaara and
Fancy Dress dances to ralse funds and entertainments of all kindq'
including Tongen dances which were really lovely to watch.  After
we had been there a month,however, Tugl, the Queen's husband, died
very suddenly; everyone went into mourning and all entertalning
Tugi was very popular and his funeral was the saddest I

ceaseds

have seen; it was a most impressive ceremony, but all the Tongans
were weeping end 1 should say they felt his loss deeply.
When the Consul returned we stayed on for another month %o

enable my husband to do & speclal job for the Queen. We moved into
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another house and we were very touched whén the Queen sent éne of her
ladies to see if we had everything to make us comfortable,m
s & lorry load of furniture and crockery. The Ceown Prince's
large bed was sent up for small Alaric to sleep in; # several times
he went to spend the morning with the Queens® who is very fond of
children, and we often wondered what he told her. We left Tonga,
again regretfully, in November 1941 and arrived in New Zealand just
before the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbour. My husband returned to
Suva almost immediately but Alaric and T stayed in New Zealand for 15
months before we were allowed to join him.

We stayed in Suﬁa, in the same house, for 33 years, the longest
we have ever stayed anywhere, and then we were asked to go to Tarawa to
relieve the Resident Commissioner who was due for leave. I had become
so used to living in a community where one had the normal amenities of
1ife that I was quite nervous about returning to Tarawa. As it turned
out our return was not a very happy one; we found on our arrival that
the Americans would not allow me to live on Betio with my husband so I
had to live on the next islet, some 40 minutes by la@bh up the lagoong
nothing had been prepared for me, no house;‘:tno furniture; and when a
small house was found for me there was no kitchen and I had to mess eat
with the government offlcials in their messj and there were no other
women. We chose a gsite for the new Residency and in a couple of
months were able to move in but we had héenhal@ together for only 3
weeks when my husband was asked to fly to England 1n a hurrg so Alarie

and I were left on our own. My husband was to return in a month, but

4 months went by before he managed to get back to Fiji’and I was asked

to return there too and that meant a month's trip on a tiny steamer

B W .
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not to mention the inevitable packing up, and we were to.return to
Tarawa two or three months later. For the first time T was really
heartbrokens I had had seven months practically on my own, I had just
got the household in running order, the garden started, chickens and
ducks laying and all our things unpacked. waever, the war was barely
over and one just had to grin and bear 1t, so back to Suva we went.
Since then we have had two trips to Tarawa'and-alse leave tn England
and over a year in Sydneg)/still, unfortunatelg moving from hoﬁse to
house! Our next move is due to take place in January, and so far we

have found nowhere to move to.
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Life in the Islands.

I have called my talk "Life in the Islands", a rather vague_titlg
I'm afraid,as there are so many different ways of living aﬁﬁkméﬁﬁiﬁiﬁﬁs
of islands.

Firstly there are the natives, living on the whole, an untroubled,
unhurried, free life, depending mainly on themselves for their well
being; then there are the plantation owners or managers, with their
settled homes; the missionaries, also with settled homes bwt with a
certain esmount of travelling to be done from time to time visiting thelr
churches and schools; and finally there are the Government officlals,
who are liable to be transferred from island to island and district to
district at frequent intervals, and occasionally from one colony to
M-wmaf @wm &}‘“’5

The islands asmeander~Rour-mein-headirnmes the nign and the low

A

1slands, those with fairly frequent communications wit%,the gutside
: orn. oatan o .
world and those wibEowhs woclefed ﬁ» He "Up’ "‘"&7"/-
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//ﬁ*%' oI shall try to give you some 1dea of the life of a government

- gt ' /o
official and his family 1in the South Pacific over & period of 20 years

another.

1n the British Colonial Service.

Twentyﬁ&ears ago there was no year of training in England as there

is now; & young men joined the service and was shipped out to learn on

the spote. Tt was diffieult to get accurate information about the isia

1glands, or even how to get therej you sailed for Australia and hoped

for the best; 1if you were newly married, as we were, you wondered at

times 1f the romentie 1slands of the South Seas would come up to



expectations or if you would be horribly hoz-nesick.

The voyage to Australia was, of course, full of interest and
excitement; the first coconut palms seen at Ceylon anéf;ative canoes;
would the Gilbert Islands be anyting 1like that we wondered?/ Then
Australia and a bad introduction at Frsmantle where we were horrified
at the hund:eds of unpainted corrugated iron roofs and shocked to find,
even in those days, Ehat things we bought in England quite cheaply
were th and three bimes the price out here. Theﬁ Adelaide, a beauti-
ful city with lovely gardens and wonderful wisteria and we felt happier

26;t seek as we might we could finﬁﬂgo one “to- tell us how -to~ get to
the Gllbert Islands’/ e camefﬁelbournq'where we found the offices
of the B.P.C. and were told that we were to sail from Sydney to Oceszn
Island on a ship called the Nauru Chief.

So in due course we found ourselves on board the Nauru Chief,
saliling through Sydney Heads with a good sea running. I thought she
was the most dreadful 1little ship I had ever seen, and I was used to
small ships crossing the English Channel, but I learnt in after years
to look upon her as a veritable liner, full of luxuries; such is the
chastening effect of comparison.

Ocean Island appeared after 10 days, a lonely hump of land barely
300 feet high at its highest point and two miles &across each W&YJEEnd
so two months out from home we were faced with the new life we hagd
chosen: The sea was calm and a very deep blue, the hot sun was
tempered by the trade wind, the police boys In the whale boat walting
to row us ashore fascinated us;,xﬁgtgnif"ﬁiofﬂgﬁithp_mgndsque’wéég

yhé égsﬁbmsioffider; whaif&n-ﬁnrhméhtic §a111ngl
Ak D06a5s SBIBNRGL NS A88ERE: LhbkFnud nentes REy ot es. wowi: snd



At Ocean Island we learnt the rudiments of office work and
tropical housekeeping and heard a lot about "the Group"! in other
words, the Gilbertg Islands. Mails arrived eeery six weeks or so,
stores were obtained from the B.P.C. store, also megt and a few
vegetables and iee; there was electricity, tea and dinner parties
and dances, so life was' fairly civilised and comfortable, except I
might add for the mosquitoes which took a fancy no doubt to my fresh
English blood! There was an enormous population on this tiny spot,
there must have been close on 2,000 people, which included Chinese
and Gllbertese labour, Gilbert and Ellice police, about 700 local
natives and 150 Europeans. - We experienced the dreaded westerlies,
bad storms that blow up so quickly that sometimes a ship is caught
at the moorings and blown on to the reef. I think about 5 ships have
been lost at Ocean Island.

After 2 months my husband went round the Gilbert Islands with
a senior officer recruiting labour for the Phosphate Commissioq'and I
was sent to Tarawa to stay with the Headmaster of the Government
School and his wife. Tarawa 1s a large lagoon 1sland; that is an
island with long narrow ribbons of land forming 2 sides ogyﬁﬁgriangle

otl aevud e oy e istonsd
and a reef forming the third side?’ The land {s only a few feet above

e
sea level, varies from 50 yards to 1 of a mile widbk and 1s divided

4&9 m anvM
wd 1aa Anc
into 1slets ; some tiny/ o6 % 1 miles long,
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,fﬁiere is a tremendoﬁs fascination in these coral islands and it is a
source of never falling wonder to pass from the deserted reef side of
an 1sland)with its glare and wind and the roar of the tumbling surf

to the calm and tranquil lagoon with a1l its wonderful colours and the

sleepy palms leaning over the water's edge. Along the shoreline can be
seen the brown thatch of village houses and perhaps a bevy of children
splashing and 1aughié§}’£1 think in no other part of the world can one
galn such a sense of peace and tranquility. In these delightful
surroundings, 1living in a cool house of natiwe construction, I learnt
how to cope with Cook boys, house boys, wash girls and the ordering of

stores for}G months at a time. It was a tremendous help as you can wall

I
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I SR

imagine, and,I was able to set about ordering my own houseliold with
confldence.- ﬁbuhhﬁ'nhHFW«@;J

\
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After we had been five months in the Golony we-wene assigned to a
district of 5 1slands in the Southern Gilberts, andj%et off, with all
our goods and chattels,in the new Government Schooner, 100 feet long and
guaranteed to make 80% of her passengers extremely sick.

One of our 5 1slands had a spacious houses@i@imemre we made our
headquarters, and when visiting other islands took supplies for a couple
of months only. Here we had about 8 European missionaries 2 or 3
miles away, and one mission had a wireless station. There was no storg
no lce o”refrigeration, no electricity and no doctor. Ships called
infrequently and erratically;but when & mail came in it was certalinly
worth having! On the other four islands you were completely 1solated
once the ship had left and you never knew just how long i1t would be
pefore you were picked up again.

We loved it from the first, which was lucky for usj the only wreal
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hardship in my own case-&g;;.the terrible and too frequent trips in
the government schooner, which at timeé reduced me to delirium. Within
3 months my husband was faced with a religious revival on one island,
in which two natlives were wkille&; and a ﬁorrid murder on another
island, so within a year of leaving Englanarzere out on the most
1solated islands and up to our necks in trouble. However, 1t had 1ts
humourous side and we never regretted coming out. .

In the first 6 years we moved from one district to another 10
times, the packing each time took about 10 days and the brunt of this
usually fell on me, as my husband had to marry on with his work. Apart
from this there were short journeys from island to island and visits
to the various villages. On one occaslion we walked about 30 miles in
two days, as the island had a very shallow lagoon and to call at all
the villages by bcaé?éﬁwzgz high tides would have taken wegks.

{ o we it fad f—bﬂﬁhm}#

Our food was mostly out of tinq’but we could usually get good
supplies of fish, chickens (though scraggy),eggs, Pawpaws and very
occasionally breadfruit. A few vegetables can be grown with skill,
care and patience, ezeept during droughts, but we were seldom long
enough in any one plﬁcerfor thinggto have time to Evgégﬁﬁda;h-iJWﬂth-‘

We found the-na%é&éﬁ were a very pleasant peoplej they are i
Micronesians, not very dark skinned, have stralght hair, are very
honest, very loyal and were only too glad to teach us their customs,
gamgs and handicrafts. Life was absorbing in those lonely islands;
there was always someone ¥nting something and you felt you were doing

a worthwhile job. At one time, during a bad drought when the natives

were undernourished, I opened & baby clinic which I ran on Truby King's

"Peeding and Care of Baby", and we certainly saved a few babies.{ﬁwa@g
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My husband, after some years, put up a scheme whereby natives with too
little land in the Gilberts might be taken to colonise the Phoenix
Islands. This was accepted and several busy years followed, first
exploring the islands to see if they were really suifable and then
choosing the settlers and establishing them in thettnew homew s

There 1is no doubEJI am afraiq}that the 1solation and the lack of
fresh food eventually tells on the health, both mental and physiecal,
of Europeans. I developed appendicitis after 2% years and had to
wait 3 months for a ship to take me away. My husband's healtﬁf%roke
ABRA7 LT LR BERBED AT EBLEEFRADEFELARLIREXELLRELBEFEEDEEREIRER LEREFLEIRBRER <
&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&hﬁ&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&#g;g&&&&&&&&&&&&&&g&&&&&&.
after 5% years; we had done two tours of duty of just over 2 years
and had hada5 months in New Zealand in between them. We found when
we returned to civilisation that we didn't like 1t much and we were
terribly shy and diffident. My husband was still not well after a |
year, so we spent another year being sent here and there; we went to I
Honolulu for a conference and had 6 wonderful weeks there and later ’

went to Zanzibar for 7 months,but I'm afraid thet didn't appeal to us

very much, and we were thrilled when we were told we were to return toi

o

the Gilberts. |
At the beginning of 1940, my husband having become ill again,

we found ourselves in Fiji; missing our Gilbertese horribly but

enjoying to a certain,the amentties of civilisation. A car, after

10 years without one, was a joy; the security of doctors nearby and

shops to buy what you needed was certainly an advantagg’and fresh food,

especially for our small son aged 1 year, outwelighed our nostalgia for
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the low islands. The mountalnous scenery and the tropical forest did

not appeal at first, it was too lush and different, but long drives along
winding roads, beautiful beaches and the rather spectacular Fijian houses
could not but pleast in time. Thé tall and graceful Fijian girls with
thelr bushy hair, long skirts and smiling faces; the men, also with

bushy hair and fine physique, the flowering trees, the lovely gardeﬁs

and the birds were all delightful, Then there were Indian shops, tailorg
shoemakers and jewellers and the native market in All Nations Street, not
to mention lots of friends, both o0ld and new.

We were to be in Suva for 6 months andothen were to go to Pitcairn
Tsland for 3 months to reform the local administrative systep)introduce
gglaries and revise 1aws;ﬁ5¢%he first issue of Pitcairn stamps wes to be
prought out while we were there and for this purpose .a‘,Mas to
join us & month later. I ordered my usual 6 months stores, to be on
the safe side, and in July we left Fiji for N.Z. and Pitcairn. Once
again we were faced with something entirely different.

The actual landing was by boat, as usual, but instead of a trim
whaleboat, uniformed boat's crew and crisply glven orders we perched as
pest we could on piles of luggage and stores, our own and the islanders,
1n huge heavy boats manned by a motley crew of -descendents of the mutineers
of the Bounty. The landing can be very bad but we were lucky, and afte
a short wait outside the breakers with everyone argueing as to when to
70 ag’the man at the steer oar gave the word and we dashed in. Unfort-
unately 1t was too dark to see Bounty Bay where the mutineers 1gnded,

or Ship Lending Point which towers 500 feet above, with a few boat-sheds

nestling at 1ts foot on & narrow strip of land.
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3* May I digress for a moment to refresh your memories with the
salient points of Pitcalirn's early history? Early in 1?89 the
 Bounty , commanded by Capt Bligh, had completed loading breadfruit
in Tahiti and was ready to sail for the West Indies. The crew had
Lad 8 wonderful 5 months in Tahiti énd there was a good deal of
friction on board as they settldd down for their longlvoyage.

This discontent came to a head 25 days out from Tahiti when the
crew, under Fletcher Christian, mutinied, put Bligh and 18 others
into a boattanq’set them adrift and then sailed for Tahiti. Here
after some discussion all but 8 of the mutineers stayeq'and
incidentally were later arrested and taken back to England.
Fletcher Christian with his 8 followers, Tahitien wives & a &w
other Tahitians set sail for some unfrequented isle. Eventually
they landed at Pitcairn Island; they burnt the Bounty close to the
shore in Bounty Bay and settled down to spend #we-sess<ef their
1ives 4% complately isolated from the rest of the world. In a
very few years all the whiie men except John Adems had been murder-
ed or had died, and 20 years after they had first landed the
chance visit of an American vessel disclosed to the oufside world

which consisted &#”
the existence of the 1isile settlemeng/of 10 women, 25 children
and John Adams&igimﬁad become the benevolent patriarch of the
1ittle communityj he had undergone a strong spiritual conversion

and, first teaching himself to read and write, had brought up the

children of the mutineers on the Bible and the Prayer Book.



The Pacific is, above all, the ocean of islands:
thousands of them. There are high islands, such as Figdss
Tahiti and Pitcairn, volcanic, fertile and well-watered;
coral atolls such as the Gilberts, the Ellice Islands, and

many others, typically low, long, narrow necklaces of islets

strung on a coral reef and encircling a blue lagoon; the
land being only a few feet above sea level. Ocean Island,
which comes into my story, as well as its neighbour Nauru,
are raised atolls, with pinnacles of dead coral up to 300
feet high, and that treqazgous deposit of phosphate,which
makes them so uell-knuwnM}n between the pinnacles.

What I hope to do mele is to give you some idea of what
it was like to live on coral atolls such as the Gilberts,
on Pitcairn, which is one of the high islands* and on Tonga,
which }ikeBeean—Istend is a mixture of the tuwo,

In the far off days when everyone travelled by sea and

not by air; y&bﬁ,geagape¢Ataaash}g;a,maﬂeqpurzZﬂhdr{bngm;héA

given First Class passages from London to Sydney as our

introduction to life as members of His Majesty' olonia

Service. We were not told, however, that the voyage would

be our last experience of luxury living for many years to

come = iH/ﬁQptHﬂwuhhﬂﬂaﬁﬂ/Mas4LﬁLﬂ4EH?E/ﬁELDQuZU/$p€Hﬂ1tﬁG/

All we could find out about the Gilberts)was that they
lay across the equator and that the inhabitants wore conical
hats: and apparently nothing else. It was guite untrue, of
course, for the Gilbertese were all, or just about all,
Christians, anmlﬁawﬁmadithemselves from neck to knee. (Here

is their conical hat, which was zetually worn only by



fishermen). p&a¥#wk ship
We travelled from Sydmey in the[ﬂauru Chief and were
delighted to find that most of the crew were islanders.

The ship seemed appallingly small after the P. & 0. liner,

but positively huge in later years uwhen viewed from the Ve
level of a coral atoll, (- ’*5 ity :ff?:ﬁ*aLi}ﬂWﬂywtw Jyﬂ,ﬁ? 4
Sa Sirp CapasE The first hlghllght was our arrival at Ocean Island,

where the sea was the most marvellous blue I have ever seen
and we were rowed ashore in a large whaleboat by a crew of
Colony Police. Sir Arthur Grimble, of Pattern of Islands

fame, was then the R951dent Commissioner. He was &Fs&
1nteres€gaﬂ?ﬁ?§%NTﬁb figures (cat's cradles to most people)
and for the first time in my life I saw two people making
patterns together which vere very different from the cat's
cradle we all did as children. I was thrilled, for I had
been making string figures on the voyage out from instructions
in a book my husband (an anthropologist) had given me; and

I have been making them and writing books about them ever since.
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the waists—end=ngers. I had 4 groups of
children in 3 hospitals for crippled children
in Sydney; their ages ranged from 8 to 16
years, both boys and girls, and they were all
enthusiastic performers. Many were immobile
but had perfectly strong hands, others had
difficulty in making their fingers work but
these children never' gave up, if a finger
couldn't pick up a string they picked 1t up
whthntheinotéeth and put it on the finger.
When I was not there they taught one another
and if a new patient arrived they usually knew
at least one figure before my next visit.
When they had visitors to entertaln they included
cats cradles in their programme . One
advantage string figures have over other forms
of handwork is that they can be done perfectly
well even if you are flat on your back, ob on
your tummy for that matter, as lots of children
are.

I chose the simpler patterns for hospital

work and I was amazed how quickly the children



NAURUAN EPISODE

By Honor Maude

Towards the end of 1937 I was able to fulfiil a long felt wish by
spending 6 weeks on the island of Nauru collecting string figures, an
ambition originally inspired by the illustrations of unique and
complicated patterns in Caroline Ferness jaynes’ book ‘String
Figures’, published in 1906. I was very fortunate to have this rare
book; my husband gave it to me in 1931. The illustrations had been
made from original string figures collected by an Australian, Ernest
Stephen, who as a youth, was left stranded on the island in 1880 by a
hard hearted ship’s captain. There he married an islander and settied
down and it was some years before his father, who had sent him on
the voyage for his health, discovered where he was.

I should have begun the story by saying that the only reason I was
free to go over to Nauru was because Harry was going to the Phoenix
Islands on his first exploration with some Gilbertese ‘old men’ (as
they were called) to see if they were in fact suitable for the Gilbertese
people to live. I knew that he would be away for a long time and it
was quite easy for me to get a phosphate ship with an overnight trip
to Nauru and just hope that I would get another phosphate ship to
bring me back again - which in fact I did. I was able to stay with the
Australian Administrator Commander and Mrs Garcia and go out to
the village every day, mostly on a bicycle, and I gradually collected a
few old men, not many, and one younger man who could show me the
string figures. First of all they produced a very long, very fine string
made out of plaited human hair and they generously gave me one.
The language, of course, was difficult in a way but as I only had to
copy with my hands what they were doing with theirs, that was all
right and now and again they would do a figure and bark at me
‘amwangiyo’ which was a series of movements to finish a design and
as I had Jearnt those movements somewhere else, that helped me
tremendously. There was another series of movements to finish off
the figure to the best advantage and I had learnt already that one too
before, so each morning I would go out to the village and collect what
I could, be taught a certain number and then go back to the
Residency and there spend the afternoon having a rest and then
writing up the figures I had learnt and seeing that it was all correct.

The next day the same thing happened. So for about 6 weeks I went
on learning. I had some social life amongst the Phosphate
Commission staff and was very well looked after by the Garcia’s.



Ernest Stephen must have been an unusual young man to have learnt
string figures, and having learnt them to somehow attach them to
brown paper or some such thing and when an anthropologist called
some years later, he handed them over to him and he gave them to
his sister, Caroline who was interested in string figures and had
already been to exhibitions in America where they showed off various
American designs. So she put the illustrations (she had no
instructions on how to make these Nauruan string figures) of them in
her book, and it was these illustrations that I saw and was very
anxious to acquire. By 1937 when I reached the Island Ernest
Stephen had been dead some time, and string figures had almost
ceased to be used except by this group of old men. In the early days
of German occupation they used to have competitions with these
string figures but they no longer held such gatherings.

The old men wouid put their heads together overnight and see how
many figures they could remember or I would point to the pictures in
Caroline Jaynes’ book and see if they could remember how to make
them, and the next day they would show me any they could
remember. I got some but not all of them, but I did get this
wonderful collection of some very complicated patterns and also a
few new designs - they started to invent them, but largely after I left
the island - I had to go when my six weeks were up and rejoin nmy
husband - by this time we had decided that most of our traveling
around the Gilberts were over and that we might start a family so I
had become pregnant and I eventually went down to New Zealand
where my son Alaric was born. On my way back 3 months later we
stopped briefly at Nauru to be confronted by Commander Garcia with
a whole lot of string figures pinned on to a board and I had to see in
about 48 hours, (and with a 3 month old baby to look after) how
many I could collect. I did get some very interesting ones but not all
of them. Recently, with our interest being in string figures coming to
the fore in America where we now have the International Strin

Figure Association, some of the very keem members have been
working on the Nauru string figures and using, as they say, the same
methods as the Nauruan’s would have used, they have solved all the
figures that I couldn’t get. They can’t be sure that the Nauruan’s
made them exactly the same way but they do have the results. If |
had not gone to Nauru when I did and collected those string figures
they would have been lost forever because shortly afterwards, in 1939
the War started in Europe and we decided that I should g0 to New
Zealand with the baby. It so happened that Harry was shipped out
with me because the Japanese had been coming in and out of our
island lagoons in the night time when our men wouldn’t have done it




— they knew the place thoroughly but Harry was sure they would be in
the Gilbert Islands within 24 hours of declaring war: well we know
now they didn’t declare war they just bombed Pear]l Harbour.
Anyhow, I had my precious collection and I shuddered to think how
easy it could have been lost. It traveled around the world with me -
every time we were moved. It even went to Zanzibar and I took it,
I’'m sure, to most places and didn’t lose it. Over the years I went to it
and improved on my instructions and eventually, when we came to
Australia, I was asked by the library in Adelaide if I would finish the
book and it was published eventually in 1971 so that from 19237-
1971, through all the war years and all the traveling, those string
figures went with me.

One episode, which has nothing at all to do with string figure, but I
must mention —

One night when the moon was right, Mrs Garcia - she was very game
and she wasn’t very young - decided that as it was the time to go out
fly fishing we were to go out with the police boat (not in a flimsy
canoe) and catch flying fish. Torches were made out of bundles of
very iong coconut palm leaves, which were tied at intervals, and off
we set. When we got to a certain place and they would stop rowing
and we were all given a net and the flying fish started to fly. I think
we would all scoop up flying fish as fast as we could. We were not to
worry where we ‘chucked’ it -~ on to somebody else and then into the
boat - and then they would cut the string and go a little further and
cut the next tie and have this bright light going again and we would
all catch as many flying fish as we could. I really think it most
exciting thing I have ever done and I got the second best catch, which
thrilled me enormously.



