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HAURU ISLAND REFEREICES
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First charted by Laurie and Whittle in 1801.

Seen by the Hope (Ray) in 1804 (Saleém Register).
Schank's Island of Cornwallis, 1802 (Salem Register).
Visited by Caroline in 1831 (Tregurtha's Journal).
Osborn's description in Emerald's Journal, 1833.

Five stowayays stated that beachcombers had seized the John Bull
(Sydney Herald).

o

Account in Parker's Journal of the Gypsy, 1841.

: ) . S&q‘htg;r
Excellent description by T. Beckford Smith, 1843 javenss cazette,

reprinted in the Nautical Magazine for 1844).
D 4

The Polynesian, 1845, has a list of visiting whalers and their

bartering activities.

Shipping Gazette, 1848, for list of shipping off Nauru.

Account in work by 'A Roving FPrinter', 1850.
Account of the Inga massacre, 1852, in the Daily llercury, 1854.

Similar account in the Daily Evening Standard (Wew Bedford), 1854 .

For the Inga massacre see also Hammet of H,M.S. Sexpent in the
Nautical Mavagine, 1854.

Carl's visit to Nauru,

Visit of H.M.S. Barossa in 1872.

Moore's report on visit of H.,M.S. Daxrt in 1884.

Finsch in The Ibis, 1881.

Hrs Delaporte, 'lMen and women of old Nauru' in the id-Pacific

Magazine, 1920,
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NAURU MISCELLANEQUS NOTES

(1) Rev. Philip A. Delaporte

Misslonary Representative of the Americen Board and of the
Central ZMUY#¥ Union Church, Honolulu, in the Marshall Tslands.

6 children - 5 born on Nauru and 1 died there.

16 years on Nauru.

15 months at tiﬁes without rain.

Returned to Hawaiil becsuse of the exigencies of war.
Died, aged 60, in 1928.-

Born in Germany - went to America when 14.

Went to Nauru in 1899.

Translated the entire Bible into Nauruan: also hymns and story
books. ' _

April, 1901 -~ Paul Godfrey was the first white child born on
Nauru.

The above 1s from The Friend for September, 1928.

(2) Excerpts from the Delaporte Letters (from which the Annual
Reports were compiled) - In HMCS Library.

1905 (Dec.) - Asthma smongst Nauruans.

1911 - From April, 1908, to January, 1911, 19 inches of rain fell.
Fine frame schoolhouse built, the gift of J.T. Arundel.

1899 - Delaporte arrived on Nauru.

1905 - Delaporte reported average congregation of 400-500,

ﬁﬁﬁfﬁ///ﬂﬁ(éééé Nauru - Anauaro?

Sixth Annual Report of the Pleassnt Island Mission, 1906.

El Glgu - Woman in the Moon. :

Maraman - Moon, Equan -~ Sun. Debao - Thunder.

El Nubarara - Mother of all three above.

(4) Pifth Annual 3§ppr§f- beginning of phosphate works.
Arundel, Ellis and Gaze mentioneds




First ‘Whites on Nauzru during the 185%,

Firet reeord-éd a-isawery"ivsé.. hy ? an m&m m.l‘ér

18 4] visit by liichelona y Rojas: of ?anaznela.
% ¥hen we were s%ill three miles from the island I saw our
«m:rroundrd by more 'r.han Fifty canoes whm mzm L

not prepered. As s on as we rad ﬁram almgsidu they ¢ Dere
up the ship rorthwith with remrkable agility, in spit.e qr '

Although ocur ship was well oquipped a:nt\ we hna l,itm ‘h
from the 1slanders., we could not mevent one or two men fm

ment which we had with them and in vhieh we came out tha v
't‘hey ne erly =1l d!.sam;eared when we sav SOme Wwomen. ‘!‘hq se od
o bring us overmrea of peace. They were gaily clad and tm

tent n_aked, es is every where the mtml, Their whole bodles
glistened on account of the quamtity of socomut oil whieh ihqy--J s
put on; and they had o strange ahd interesting appearance with d
thelr heads and bodies decied with garlsrnds..... furthermore w‘ -‘
manner of walking wes rlné. ¢legant and d4ignitied. The soconus
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fitre * - _ _ o
maks with whieh they covered themselves and which 1s eut off in

the seat, they wear with a dignity and pride uﬁkncwn'toﬁtheir éis—
tere in the other islands. Bqually the men arejthe-most hénﬂaume
in all Polynesia (I think I am not wrong in saying #o), aﬁd from
$his quality, es also from théir-appearanee and their different
customs one mey perceive that they 2i£f::xkaniaﬁ from the Poly-
neszian race. One cheracteristic cuatom ls the pulling out of tha
beard and body bair by means of f£ish scales like tweezers; another
is thaet the men allow their hair to grow guite long; and a third
is theuniverssl tetooing. On Pleasant Island the opposite holds
good in all three respects. They leave their beards and body hair
to grow naturelly; the men wear their hair short, not only like
the women, but meny cut 1t almﬁst down to the roots ... and tatco-
ing is unknown. The powerful build and full beards of the natives
the ebzence of tatooing, the long halr worn Ly the women, the light
skin colour, the unsgervile and even majestle expression, prove that
they bave in the same c¢limatic environment an origin diff'erent
from ithat of the Polynesian race or Tanllys: ssscsnceses
"Althovgh we had slready abandomed our susplcions on board

and had admitted the natives, the captain had not yet decided
whether we should go ashore or not. However, as he had need to
obtain soue provisions, and es he &ld not dare te leave his ship,
he esked me o go ashore in one of his boals and to obtain what

we needed; if I was not begk in two hours, he should take it as ;
a sign that I hed come %o blows with the natives or had met with

gome lgfortune. He promised if this should harpen thet he would
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land with all his armed boats. Although this help which the eaptath

offered in the event of eny misforiune. occurring, was not really

=S = T —_—

vory relisble, I did not hesitate am moment, %o sccept this proL - f
posal, for such adventures attract me. Accampanied'by thrée COmn= |
pﬁnions s 4 went off taking with me sone presents such as beads,
tobacco, and gaily coloured cloths. When I aerrived at the beach ,
nore than three hundred natives of both safes and all ages at
once surrounded me. I had scarecly I!ﬂpézlelknfoot on shore
when the strongest of them strove among#t thenselvas to get poss-
. ession of my person, but without doing me any harm. I gathered j
from their gestures that each wished to bring me to his owm chier.
The strangemnness of my arpearance or the Tew gifts dttracted them.
Iventnally the sfrongest or more rumerous conguered, and led me
half a rile into the interior. I showed & smiling counterance end
betrayed no nervousness, but inside I was very unéasy , and thought
of the many misfortunes which have befallen European sallors on
the islands of the Pacific Og¢ean, while the dispute about my per-
son took on an ever liveller character. As a mrotection against
any attempt on my life I wished to have the fairer Bei on my side,
. the sex whieh everywhere through its will alone is powerful; so
I went on my way and divided amongst the wonen the booty which I
had with me. By this means I succeeded solthat at the end of my
excursion my immediate body-guard consisted exclusively of women.
And it also gave me surety that my hosts wouldl} respect me. A% =
lagt I ceme to the hmt of the ehief, who received me courteously
end raised my hend to his mouth. At once ome of his serveants
brousht a sleeping mat which he spread out om the ground. The chief
invited me %o sit down on 1%, he dia the same end satm down opposite




ThE

me . Thajeﬂﬁpnny.wh§7had!§rﬁngh£ me.up:from the beach stood abouf

us with the assembled villagers. Now there o0k place a-pantomimié

Teudlenee™, for so it may in truth be called, since we could only

make ouraﬂlves uhderstood by means of signs and gestures, 1 laid

gave them to understand

afiide the dignity of an envoy and Wy ziwmg/as well as I could khea !

| 'ﬁyﬂnqana of grunting like & pig, that we would like to iake some of

f | ﬁhoae qﬁédrupoda on board with us, and that this was the chief reason
3 umxna haed come aahnme. The other things which I wanted I was able to

. explain wore casily, for there were some vegetables and fouls before

us, He recelved the girTis to which I added the silken. scarf which

'uk faatened.round my waist and which had greatly aroused his curi-
'osity. Some of the gifts he gave to the other chiefs who all came
up, bui he could not do this with the scar? which had aroused the
envy of all of themj; and so all the provisions which we could take
an board wﬂ!njgzggzggiin §?§E§rtna two hours had exptked which the
captain had given me in which to return, he came ashore with nis
arned men. e k@ fired into the air in order to scare the natives.
The good people ook it o be an intimation of hostility and fled

. into the bush. It took them Bwo hours before they recovered from

' their fright and would come back to us. The chief who had grarted me

the "sudienee" , remalned closely beside me, as a result of which
'I.zajuicod as mueh over my safety as he himeelf did until the arri-
vel of ihe ceptain. I told the eapteain that there was some dissatls-
fretion among the ehiefs on account of the unegual vel.e of the gifts
and that the others had refused to bring any food-stuffs. Then he
declded that it was not possible to stay on shore any longer, and

we returned on boerd wiith the provisions whiech I had received from
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e remained another twentyfaur hours at anrhar and.traﬂnﬁ 1
during this time with all sorts of natives: root:, fruits, fuuia, j
weapens and armour. These latter must be called to motice on acaunﬂi‘a
of their-high value as works of teehnical skill and, theip rarity. i
The weanons which they use show little difference from those used

-3*

- elscvhere in'thia pert of the wor’d: the spper, club, xEw sword

with saw-like edge made of sharks' teeth or fish bones, and a short

of wood &
weapon made/in the shape of = hammar at one end of which is a herd
syone with a cutting edge, and with which the people zlso make

cances. But while the Polynesians only use the round shield, these
people use not only that, but also & compléte culrass which lg
woven out of the striﬁgy bark of a tree or mm is made of cocomut
fibre. It is impenetrable to lance or speer. The armour is composed
of two pieces: a veritsble pair of trousers which are wurkﬂd like

a thick net, and the cuirass. This ig an inch thieck and workead

in different ways but with the utiost care. It covers the body and
another thrid goes over the head. Thus the warrior is made t0 appear
enormous and savage. On acoount of the weight he is forced, if the
baittle should go against him, to die fighting or to be taken pris-
oner, for he cannot move hiﬁsalf from the place where he has been
put. I cannot believe that this arhnur wvas worn by all fizhters, for
in that case all the people who went to battel would become lifeless
corpses who could not have moved elther in attack or retreat.
Frarihermore they must be exiremely valuvable when one considers how

small end Tew in number are the.tools whieh they nossees %o make
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Cahmmx  Incidenially -

~ them. ‘Thus shis crafs teo, which/distinguishes ihe people from the

only found sksewhers in the Barbude Isle. {(=Naurn) .
a3 baexE i

Polynesians, is mwinme u/thkexincwkmda: :

 Pieasant resembles Rotumah. It possesses a bush of frult-

‘bearing trees, is frnitful.,: healthy and moderaiely densely popu-
1ated. The people are ruled by chiefs, who ars sclected from thelr

tribes. They lack any ontward religlous eculis, and have no concep=-

tion of any life after this,..."
(Translated into German from the Spenishj
quoted by Hambruch ¥ol.I. pp. 4-9. Rojas con=-
fused Neuru with Berbudo lsle discovered in
1565 by lLopes de Lezanppl.)

1843. Visit of Captaln Simpson = {account published in the Hautical
| Neppzine , 1844, pp.l00 £f.) His &ccaunt‘translatad into
German a-.nd quoted fairly extensively by lambruch ¥ol.l. ;
Pp. 9-12,

1845 ? Captain Cheyne (account in "A descritpion of the Islands

in the Westerb Pacific Ocean] referred to by Hambruch but not
auoted at lengih by Hembruch, &#.ib.p.12-3.)
1858. Selzing of the American brig Inde (Neutical Magazine 1854)
1864, {(Oct,) Visit of Capt. Brown of the"Nightingmale". (N.Ms 1865).
1864 Caph. Hemet on Neurw in Ii.}.1865. _
Sennenschein "Aufzelchnungen uber die Insel Nawru" in Mit-

telluneern aus den deutschen sehutzgebleten Vel.ll,., D.26.
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' shocking example, became bolder and baider, and even dangerousj

Extract from uarecorded source (supplied by Yr Cude.)

e T a— R —

'he number of Colonists on the island decreased and increased.

there was a continual coming and going. The: natives owing to the

bad peovie with whom they had %o deal, and who showed t'ham'a most

especially from the time that théy lecarnt from.the whites the m}
of fire-arms, and their great value:ln right_ing; Rgvolver's, 1;13:01‘ %
rifles in l'arge nurubers and diffefbnt'malaéh, and eﬁm eannon of |
different calibre, were intrmhwed and suld to m nativea. On my
arrival in e¥® 1004, an old native reputad to ba a rm'nous warrior . y
and who during some ski.rmishss had killed sm of his compatriots, <}
told me that the ship whieh brought the Tirst cannon was called &
"Panal:ulgin“ He could not give exactly or. sven amoximtaly the
date of the arrival of the ship. Fire-arms as well as amrunition
were bought either directly from the boats or from the traders.
the prices were: |

1 rovolver ..s.. 1500 coconuts;

L rARE v i s X500 W

50 eartdidges -..1000 ®

1 amml] eannon ..100,000 ". or 50 pigs

1 medium cannon .. 100 pigs

1 large cannon .., 50 barrels coconut oll.
Eventually each r'mﬁily possesgsed its gun, and even sevaral. lhey
formed factions which continually mafle var by using the newly
acquired weapoms, egpocially under the instlgation and often under *

the immedlate cormand of the whites. The natlves, fasclinated by

thelr war successes, ended by becouling real brigands.



In .1;hey'oar 1852 e:hey surprized the Anerican brig _ﬂg an’d. cap=
tured it. J.‘hey had mf‘uaed them & cannon». At the Apstigation of
he whites anﬂ with their halp, they qaalea the boat ki: ..Ied the
captain and 2 number of sailors, and took 4o prisoners; three
alons rmined alive. 1hen they allowed the boat 1o drift.. They
“would hwra 111»:9& ta burn it, but the ct.rrent and. the wind forced
the ra;ruat.ﬁmhn cage menti ned ?aa-or a-nature to frighiten the
. Maég from landing on. the _ialanti;, wnich becare henceforih a true

home of intreague and crime. ilso, and above all, the fair sex
plam a' very '1n'por;bant part, and excerclsed a s:trbng attr#c tion
in sueh a vay that In the language 6f the sailors of the time Nuru
wae 1ot only a T’i_aasant Island, but especlally the Taradise of
Sailors. Tn the Nantical Megazine 1865 Commsnder Is.h..Brown of the
Nightingale put inte the 1sland Oet.24ih., 1864, and Murnishes us
with some details coneerning BNAUTU.... . .:....(V.Hambruch 1;1).13—4)
ess=s+ In addition there were some legroes who had escapad Trom
the whale Boat... One of them bore tie name of Debew, originally
from New Zeeland his face was :mtk‘e& with black stripes.

. potween 1860 and 1870 the Tirst whites arrived who had the sole
intent on of trading and living on ihe islsnd. Trade was only done

in cogonut 6il. In the majority of cases, they were under contracts

to large commerclal cormpanies, whieh furnished them with merchandise
and recelved In veturn the products of the eountry: coconut oll, :
_‘ sharks™ fins, ete., Some sailors anlso preferring the sodentary and |
) E quiet life beeame traders, For these esarly treders the situation
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was anything dut. nloasant, conaldering the danger ﬁhicn they'canq_-_.
Suentlv ‘Leurrea of being shat by $he uthei traﬂers 0: hy thﬁ nﬁt;
1705. Daily Lhere were aispufas with and ammngat the natives; =~ |

these incredced. Yo whonm was 'rhe cuusa of all 'c.hese tmhhs ene?
_The English cormander Hamet of “the battleship._gggggz Bays Jaatty i
thet in his oninion if one probad daeply into fhg eauié of the
troubles vhich occeurred so often betwean nhe nhitas und the natives
.an& if one listenged to &he vhalars and nativasi thera epnld_he'ne' vt
doubf that 1n the rajority of cases the quarrels wers caused w £ -
tihe bed zand disloyal conduet of the sallors. D X |
; fhla lack of" securltv, public and privata, hinﬂarsd camnnnuen -
If the put;vas were-fighting, the traﬁera_nould-not-cprr; on_their Iéi
work, the oil was no longer extracted, every thing was spoilt;.ana: o
even deasiroyed, Many a boat hos had 1o lseve without paing able_ta e
do business owing to this siate of things. For theirversonal safety
‘the traders for ed body-guards, and even small armios, furnlshed_
ther with erms and ammunition, mot omly to keep ths armed natives in
cheek, but also %o defend thammplvos against other traders; trade
Jealousy forced them to these extremes. The autho_z" of Through Atolls
end Islands of the Great Houth Seas , J.lons, relates a few things

concerning this period which gives oné pause. A very clear and de-
talled account of the state of things om the island at this time
is given by Sonnenschein 1888. He writes:
_ amougst
"icoording to the common tradition/mf the old traders, it ia
guite certaln that only within the last ten years war seems to have

bocome 2 pernanent state, and th 't it is done at this time iu des-



'f;paratidn. On o arrival Nauru reaambled a battlefiold. ‘e were

ahaan averywhere houses where 2 fev aays previouﬂlv £ man or a woman

had been shot, amd in several districts they brovght women t0 the

'ﬁhip’s:ﬂhdtar Lo have tholr wounds treaied; which thev had reeelved

in the flring A good numhar of coconut paims, some deprived of
thﬁir cabbages,.mnny hesn dovn, bore witness %o the vandallism of
tha partﬁsa engagsﬁ in the struggle. ro_prtect ihensolves from the
stray builets whieh 'aséad;ﬁhrongh“the houses, thg.ﬁhita codonists
ma:orm $0 double theix walls of their houses and to fill the
srﬁﬁ@éfﬁuﬁiaen.iith stones. 'In_eaeh #illage the natives arrangéd a
very insencous system of defence hj connecting palm treeg standing
somewhat Trom each other, with sinnet to whieh tin boxss wers hung
wﬁnaa fﬁhkling was for the purpose of erousing the v_bllonaa of the-
very numerous fogs when the enemy wes approeching (In 1904 I myself
saw one of these strongholds to the south-east of the island,--- a
wall bullt of atones placed one on tup of the other te a height of
about. three feet, whiieh completsly surrounded a house, & Very narrow

entry being left eopen in whieh %in hoxes were hung from o wire siret-

_ched horizontally scrose the opening. Another similar place was to

be thﬁnﬂ in Anabar; this wes already in a bad condition and very
neglected) ."These pracautiona were talmn f-r 200d reasoms, as the
old traders ftell; for all Naurven tactics consisted essentiall y of
approaching the enemy village silently duripg the night and of
firing on whoever left a house,-- men or women equally,--~ and on
every light shining ir the darkmess. As a prinelpal cause of this
state of affairs, the native themselves mention the custom of drink-
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' ing souy boddy, -end the subsaquant intoxicancm whieh uﬂu.alhf W.Fm

- yoars contented +themselves with exhorfing peace, bui nelther this :
nod the-irohibition of the importation of fire-arme introduced by the h
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about & dlispute and afterwardu continued to keep 1% aliva. n.sac-
ond cauge ig Tound in the impertation of fire-arms, which in ths
hands of the . "erown children” of Nauru must becoma nernicinus plqy*
things. Uhe warships vhich arrived et the 1sland during-thgglast

English and German Govermments, were sufficient %o bannish wer, soO ,i%
long as tliere was no permanent control on the spot. Fhen we used to ;
wallk along the shore - we saw a mumber of people,--orien boys,=- .E
with x&¥e+ rifles on their shovlders, soretlnes followed by womenm %:

with a ncond »1fle and dalt of cartridies. I heve been assured that
no native over twelve years of age leaves home without fire-arms. 1
Theéy hide the rifles from us, in consideration of therromises made

to tHe wership Komet in 1882, but pumerous reporis during the first

night eave us proof of thelr existencse.”

One fact deserves mention. In the yeaxr 1880 a boy, Lrnest
Stephen of Sydney, errived by a pirate ship and was Laken ashore.
the boy remained for ten years without news of his family,--~ for |
not one of the lettors written to him arrived at 1ts destination. .
He lived a8 a native. At the end of ten vears hls fathsr caus to
join him, and died o year later on the islend. In 1881 the trader
Hensen arrived. In 1883 mentlon is made of one Nitehell who wes shot;
at the ond of ithe same year Halstesd arrived, followed by Robert
Raschin febl884, and by Olsen in 1888. During the seme vear three

teachers arrived from the Boston —"F-IBSS.CIH; they were exnslled sfter
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Ihero was A ToAst betnr‘r held of. tha oan&sitm(?) of the M
ritaa of the dﬂrrhtar of Dogure Lbrothgy qr ¥1m1 tuﬁéthmg dffﬁg&éw
or Aapapq is not- clear), 1n ﬂaua, buring ﬁhis teagt ~1'*twr1-ua"llms:at""b’t
ianhu 6n na*"r.ain oocormt shells of ai.lq ﬂz;a wamn ’hwka ﬁrm iqhn‘ ¥ _
‘and ‘ihe bmtivr ef whax;o (Aroi vnulﬁ 7m0t w:men;!;;f hie mm;)i‘ " .‘;:

'up e gun intend ne ui'hher to shont th& mn. or mera qmbxw “ha* i

. 1‘1;3111:3;1 har.., she tried 1::3 p:at a‘&t af n.’:.a t-ar’y aﬁﬁ :ln &ai.n{r 50 gm

en ted *“11:}1 sour- toddy. o tm ane his "amil‘y nmmll*-' daeir&d %ﬁw
~gance and owine 10 the kinshin rari::lficaticns and tht Im'al'\raﬂ.
"blooﬁ, f‘euda v M,c‘h developed the whole islend me M‘:m- ,’ln‘ho ‘the .
foharrel, and to o srent extent it c!eveloped into a enutcst beﬁm
_ the north dnd mouth of the islami (? why thia shoulﬂ be. 303 iﬁl'
- ' filia'btons acebrsllnt’ 1o kinship wera with Jarran, MW %ﬁd m
. It seens posalble that this vas & T esee nisn
‘betéesn the north and south). As rémrda H’ma;; seme of %he -
_ Blded with ane TArLy soma wi?:h 'Mm other.r 'fhe strife bBroke ous m— ;
ably'_ahout_ 1878 (Aroi's betimate) and lasted %111 the vermsns supe

pﬁgﬂan 1t in-1888. No ope was safe. Parties of men would =hoot up
houses wheve tlioy knew a woman and her children were alone; they

T
g . * -

would lis in anbush for any enemy %o pass; individwal opponente
resting in the bush or in the ¢oeouut belt womld Aodse rrom tree

P 3
L



PEF LR 7”A;oi"fzéexli:55

= .
v M= -
P | - - . d 3
L " 4 ’ ' . i
- . s -
Al + i " r . .
“ - - =0 . ! ; ot e
. i

t& t.:.‘ee unt,ﬂ. they eeune within anoating dis nanoe oi‘ ~ach -31:'*191'.

?;mu m&n or ybutn went ahuut without a rire-arm. Dna eould- - not go in
- saiely from egs 4Aivo to nuada. Even those who wswo friends were
‘fnnt safe from each othar. Apol was told by én'ola Qunan srermit
'(nurfahher“a nother of 51man of whe Jepor btatlonl how her son

- ¥wanlu (Sinmon's fatnarJ had schemed with hep to g0 one niqnt and

7isit a friend of his, vetdee {then Tiving in ﬂuada, later chiet
of nanigmmmﬂn) and snoot him. Arol. did not know wny he wished to.‘

'  shoot win bub praaummd that in the gener&l eue*rilxa wer then going

on thal betdge hed probaply killed some relative of Kwoniu. {Detdge
wes Lanous &s a gumuan). He arranged that he would go in @ iriendly
way_tm visit botdge and then when he B&ﬂ 0ff_h15 gusrd 0 shoot
him. re told his mother when she heard the shoi 1o éome and meet
Fi b ;jg'tngy would go heme together. o he weant to puada and all
woni acﬁdpﬂtngAto plani Datdga-guapebted-nh traaéhary“and_lay dovm
te sis&p Ihlnfiwanlu wvas with hin, K then took betdge’s own gun
and hold iv Lo his breast and Tired, mt K was trembling vith R
fright and eveldently ecould not keep the gun still for wien he
fived he d1e not k111l Dolggo but only wounded him in She richt
wrist. veving fired, K rem off, thinking what he had kilied his man
end met ils wother ss they hed errenged. Lotdge's wrlst recovered
aud he coniinved t¢ be e&ble o Lold & gun, but Kweniu woe not killed

by him or anyone elee; he died in his bed reluilively recenuly.

In those deys the ieuruens (as well as the whlles v. othier notes)
bullt houses with double wallsg: the guter "wall" was of coconut
poste and ile lmner one of “lwusual Neurwan meb-blind verietys

between the two "walls" wer: piled stones snd/or coconut husks %o

gtop the bulleis,

et el



e L L R o1 70 L Y

1
-

The Fight between Waboe and Menen. Dabe EQ;III:'E Pl

The Tight between Wabee and lemey took place after the fight.

Bagewa of Alwo and Deroa of Jarren. Yhere was a woman, & om,”
called Ijibobwen who was very beautiful emd a very good dancer. Iﬁm
the custom in those days for parties of young men and women (both e
married and unmerdied) to go dancing in other distriet-s. Usually

such parties were instigated by temonibe girls when they had a new 3.
sl

dance or song %o display. '!hay"wuuld go to another district and some-
times stay dancing thore for the whole ﬂm day. I1jibdobwen went -

with a party to dance in Ansberi (she herself was a woman of Menen),. 74

L
and here she dane.ad rfor two or three days; then she went and danced
at Ewe and thence she came and danced in Weboe. While shla was there
Dowabobo of i?ahde'aaked her to marry hlm, eand without consulting her
parents or relatives she did so and seitled down in Faboe. Later,
after the marrlage Domﬁobo asked her if she owned any land in Nenep.
she replied "I don't know, but I am a Memey woman and I lived in
Menen with the other girls." Dowabobo replied "If you don't know I
am goingz to f£ind out". So he summoned his friends and relatives in [
waboe intending to go to liemey and to seize land there. In Meney s
there was & temonibe called Adedun. He heard that Lowabobo was oonﬁu L
to. selze land in the nameof his wife, and he got reedy io eet Dowa=- '*
bobo and resist him. Dowadbobo set out with his men and took the sheort
cut from waboe to Meney across the interior by buade.(At this time

a waboe temonibe was livingin Buada on his wife's land, but he dia

not go with Dowabobo on his expeditioms against NHemep). When they

were near to lMeneg, at the edse of the coconut belt and the bush,
Adedun met ki Dowabobo and the two forces foughi. During the fight

one of Dowabobo's men, Adure, was killed. Seeins this bowabobo and

the rest of his men ran awav and returned to waboe, for they were too
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few in numbers o carry on the contest. Whewxk ATLor he got back

to waboe he summoned all the people of Waboe, and all the Kemwit
people (his owm clan) and those of other clans with whom he wasg

commected, who lived In nelphbouring districts, and set out apain-

sgminst Menen. At that time there were only a Tew rifles in Nauru,

and one of these was owned by Dowabobo} The two Torces met again in

the seme place (Dowabobo having sgain taken the short cut through

" Puada). On this cecasion tiree or rfour of Adedun’s men were xilled

by the rifle, and thereupon Adeduﬁ and thé'rest_or his followers

- ran away. During the right Ijibauwo turned up with nore men from

waboe (he did nmot go on the expedition wlth Dowabobo but follwed
later.) When he saw that Adedun had run avay he said thet he and
powabobo should take land in Heney. So they took all the land which

" 48 eslled Karewinroro, which lies in land from the coconut belt,

beginning from & little east of Ratsl, going up to the wireless
station, thenee towards anibari,down t owards the Leper station,
reaching the eoeonut delt again at Anauwe. Ali this land was sub-
sequently given to kdai and to Nobop and when these two married
they united their mx respective shares. (Bop's own father had no
land in Hﬂ!ﬂﬂ); Adedun and his men fled to Alwo, each man looking
out for himselr. Adedun, himself s tewponibe &m had temonibe rela-
tives im Alwo and he sought refuge wlth them. Those who had no re-
latives there went to Enow, the prineiple iemonibe of Alwo, and he
gave them leave to setile in Alwo and gave them land théra. (Those
of Adedun's followers who had roclatives in Alwo naturally seitled
with them). When Dowabobo and 1jlbauwo heard that Adedun and his

men had found a refuge in Alwo they came to Alwo intending to attack

Co
Ty
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the refugees there., At that time Enow lived on the beach where the
cantilever now stands. Whan'hé saw Dowabobo and.Ijibguwo coming in
pursuit of Adedun and his men, he took his spear amd wemt forth to
meet them. vhen he was near to them he thrust his spear into ithe
ground and stood walting. When Dowabobo and Ijibauwo saw hin.ataﬂﬁﬂ
ing there they stopped and Ljibeuwo demanded of him whethar he had
glven shelter to Adedun and.his men. Enow replied "Yes. Aiwo is
always reaﬁy to give shelter. to those in troudble.” Ijibauwo was fur-
jous because he wanted 0 fight Adedun and know, but there was no
ground for offence in Enow's words. (Debe, commenting on lnow's
reply, sald "that ﬁas a goéd answer wasn't it?"(?Enow was Uzbe's
amenubwien?) So Dowabobo and Ijibauwo could do nothing about it and

once more went home to Vaboe via Buada.

Note: At that time fthere were some people in Taboe who were of genu-

ine temonibe rank by birth; Dowabobo and Ijibauwo were only
because of their valour as warriors, but their descendants would
rank as temonibe. The Waboe temonibe living in ouada was called
Gairo. Adedun was & temonibe by birth but not the principal one in
lener. After this expedition the waboe peonle sstablished themselves
as temonibeé in leney in the persons 6f Dogure and Agoijarmfk, who were
half=-sister's dauggigi's son end half-brother respectively of Iji-
bauwo. Dowabobe was/sister's son of Ijibauwo. (see GII. Nes.l & 6).
The so-called "Reyal Familly" of Nauru is merely the senior line of
the clan Eamwit. Owing to its mumerical stremngth this c¢lan could
dominate any other clan. As Dabe said in the days of Tightimg with

gung 1t was a serious matter to kill & van of sarwit because to de

would bring the full force of all the Bamwit elan against you.
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x&raﬁ!as'tha,saninr malslin.ine Eamwit elan was the most lumportant
man in Hanfu-in his day. (In addition 1o beingthelargest elan in
Ravru Kamwit also contained some notable warrlors, such as Dowabobo
and Ijibauwo and this also tended to make the clan the most %o be
feared on the island. Note whai UVetuflamo seid aboult lamwli not helng
an important clan until the rise of the first tamwit champion
iagaidabara). Debe did mot know how hobene could be said to be

of the *Royal.ﬂhndlg” unless she is the senior woman in the beboe :
‘elan. (More likely beecause she is the daughter’s daughter of Kiwelda
the son of Imanare, the sister of Ijibaﬁwb. the is not tha'senior

woman of Deboe nor anywhere near it.)

— . — — — — — — — — — —— —

Dejen primarily implies a tie of friendship. & persoﬁ would have
many denan. In speaking of Dowabobo and his friends and relatives
who went with him agaisnt Menen these were referred to as hls denan.
The word amen edemerl is also used for a man’s followers in war of
lower rank than himself.

In she oldem days before the coming of the whité men there wers no
larpe cances but omly small rishing canoes such 28 are uged 8t the
pre-ent day. with the coming of iron tcols 2nd the desire to go out
to vigit white ships,--- often right out to sea, only arpesring es
speeks on the horizon,--~ large sea=-going outrigger canoces were
built, on the same plam as the Tishing canoes but cantble of holding
thirty or foriy men, Some of these eances that wemt out to the ships
were unable to get home again owingto the ourrent asnd drifted away

to "New Guinea" {?more likely the Holomons) whenee they never re-
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turned because_allfpﬁe'crei,wara-gillad_ﬁf-tha "New Guinea” natives.
; These large panbeﬁ.ﬁére.aISQlgsddnfor canoe races, oOne district
challenging anothér, but their~prim§'functian, rqr which they uar@.
huilﬁ was going out to the-white-man's ships.

Viscegenation:: _ _ 5

Thgre were two Africén ﬁegroas (prasumﬁﬁl& deserters frug,wﬁqlcf i
ghips) in Eaufu;:Onc of“thasa‘marriaﬁ first a beboe wonan'anﬁ Hal -
by her two daughters (Qother children es well), Edadu and Ebihiﬂdn. _.d
kdadu was mother of Scotty, Dﬁbe, Tuti, etc. (One white man, r,
Bates told ne later that he remembers "the African negress" who was
the mother of Tuti) which éuggésts that Edadu took after her rntuﬁr].
Fbiblden was the mother of ATol. The negro alse msrried a womam of
Irva and had a daughter by her; thié_waman‘married and hed a dauéhjuri'.
rkawwelje who is the nother of EZdnave { Adzinade) of the eurly hair.

(? is Fkawelja male or female;'acoording to Bertha, wya is his second
cousin, Adzinade's father's mother's father was megro, and one of his
rrandmothers (ibwin) was Gilbertese). It may be however that Bertha |
was thinking of herselffor mex it was her father’s mother’s father

who was negro.) 1

The sewond african negro was called Gourab (obviously a Nauruan

name glven to him; Detudamo records his name as Johnson). He had a :
daughiter who had the ocurly hair of her father. She married and hagd
tm mhild  hoymandramaxgizix two gir;.-ana one boy; one of those
¥magare had a daughter kab who 1s married to chief uaunubwe, half ]

‘uncla of vabe. Of all the descendants of thls negro vourab, the only

one to have his hair was hls own daughter.
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. Chiefs of Ansbar (from lir. Cude.)

1. Dewmuna -
‘3‘ Beadbug~ :

S- vatar (grandson of Demauna, was ¢uie¢ auring uadaauva s tima,
a good leader and fighter).

4. Agabiruwe == - . |

S5 Daitai (iqs‘sﬂcdnd eauaiﬁ toLGaaeuana'aﬁd ¥as appointed "coun~

' sellor_(ia; Chief) by the Germans).

7. Tato (son f Gadeauwa; Aonen's elder brother; dled as a young
man during the influenza epldsmiec of 1820).
8, Raltsinen ( grandson of 5gab1runa; dismisseu for inmefficiency
by Gemeral vrirfiths).

. Scotty
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Note. l-iinano, fow over 70 yrs ar °g‘*hﬂ.mw aemsaﬁ) ‘says that m

_ﬁhiéra.gg_ﬁaiﬁgi (:ib?infi Cude) ;- :“'_ A ‘:ﬁ¥*: ;hﬁ
e AT T
iupwae: (known as he Poace mker'- she s a very old womBm [ <f
_ who"t --zhe dled). ; . . o R A
Dehibaran (fsrm or E‘tnmmal ( " '

Pauhug” (mnﬁdaughter of ueitiba::an)
Doguans Eauughter of Daubug) ; e '
E:‘.:cal- (died of inrluenza in 1920; was of the no:,mz. Eam:lly gn& |
f.'athe'f- of Ranidini af' Ewe. tho ahauld have s&ceaeﬂa& m 3
Tather, but as he was iny & et:!:ld .ammo was appointed. w )
Etumae was Ranidini"a grent, grandnmuthcr; Deguam ves !

pranemo'bher 01' Ra:ldini ) sl Rt S A

A wi ¥

A.mwano. 2y et :

pi

18742 A
she was aboul twenty - aara old ,_th,are was & blg Tight 1; Iu o I

(i« what are now Lwa , Anabar and safitsi). The enceuy mq
mon. fron Menay, Jarren, buada, Boo ‘and Alve. he bdattle was
fouglit on the clliff opposite Arubo iission vtation. Lirak |
was then a child and vhen tlie people of Hwa saw thas they. m*
beling aaroam. they fled to a f.radu's mﬂo in Lya distriet
Tor protact on. Lirak at the time was bnins holdl h:r hls M
mother m:l.bwit ’ sister of Jim. ALl the people present were
brying to get hoeld of the chlid lﬂ:mk to prevent him from
being killed. when Fksaibwit saw that the thild was In danger
she went outside, and with her hands raised walked i owards
the enemy at the same time shouting to them to step ri@M

Auweida, who was the leader turned abou’ snd Tetlied rollowed

by his warriors.

J———



Chiefs of Ametan (from Mr. Cude).

1. Doijogsar {diea before the bixth of Bobane)
2. Biweilda (2lso known as :Edimrd; died 'hcfo‘r_n.i&% ag o ve:b:_r old
-man; the son of beijogar) |
5. Bobane (& member of the old Nauruen Royel Farily; succeeded her
: grandfather Elweide). ‘ _

&, Lrtméida (su.o-éeédsd Bobane vwhen she had to go to the Leper Sta,
resigned at his own recouvest after being chief only a
short while),

. 5. Dekuro (é‘hief for one woek only since he refused +o comoly with
Gemeral Grirfith's order to live in Anetan and to bBuild
himself a good house there.)

6. Denia (appointed to replace Dekuro).

1'
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| '*Bafore tha Germans arr!.ved tha matn‘tmna usafd o m arfaa.' o

smr*ﬁeos to Tebuarik. . In front of evary Iwuse wna a hﬁlﬁl‘ sﬁw. - .L A

dedicated 4o 'l‘abuarik. ‘i'hase atones wa'.re usmlly deeemttd w:Lth ‘Z:.
lea‘rr\s an which aU kinds of sacrificas were :pm- nfrereﬁ ta :

arik. hi lﬂ the priast uttered shrango 1nea.ntatiena, grean Qi j_
fish, otG., were burned in.aacrii‘iee. ‘

sure pxmi.,hmant was expected o overtalks anyone m ce
»renovad a saarifice from a haoly stone. ‘fhe - twt m m l a :
‘mortal sin. teilors from the German gunboat Lber on ﬂwm- 1888
once took a rew coconuts from one of these altara (ba.‘l.miag ‘te | b

beimon's mothar-in-law) when they were mahing rm& the island.

the actlon vas considered to be somathing awtnh ‘the old m
- seo  (Daimon's mother—in-—la,w) proﬁheniad for them an arly and ‘ﬂ.e-
1ent deaths. A few months later avary one of the oﬁ'em‘lm was
drowned when the M was wrecked in Sam uoorﬂm %o the rtyu‘t
" of the commnndar, Lt. Z.5.Pmsmann.” e

'Liéde_zcing,. " The nedieal knowledge of fhe mmmns ﬁu“vé‘.rv liimiﬂ-
In most cage- the so-called doctors resorbed %o mio. urut mu-‘ '-';_
einal virtue was ascribed to bleod taken rru nrtsmmrm wounded in
battle or in a figiit. The blood was dar'-_e?rglly preservod and p.- }
serived Tor matients siok with t’ever-. .'rhs remedy was expected o
affset w speedy redovery. If the patisnt died notwithatending ihta,'

brentment it was accepted that they vere vietims of ithe anger of
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: ;tha gods— Annﬁhar favaurite treatnent eonaistea of rh:ering burn-
'?f:g. 1np'pie¢eﬂ ur plugs madn ont of cocomut. "tenﬂ into the wounds and
fi iy kpapinﬂ thaan burning cuntinually by blowina on tham. “He - trnatmont
| ' of s sere wvae just as cruda, boiling oucnu? nil Ry paurau :nto it
| i aftﬁr 1t had been eﬂvered with leaves. Newhborn Lnfﬂnt, were fed

on Jellyrmde from the pandanus rrult (med 6o ). | :

After the natives camo. into contact thh the whites thpy bagan

$o realise the benefits o:'tha foreien medicel treatiment, end dropped

| *heir owm eruel troatment.

iage. Vas very sirmple. 'ithout cerenony the groom.movad into
the tut of Ils chosen bride,-- that was ail. Certain forms, however!
[;- .. had to be made et the time of the engarement. The paranta and the
F; : female relatives of the xwmman for whon & ;::gxxi sas ‘being sought
i ..h went to e Bouse of the girl who seemed to them eligible. The man.
S hivself bad no veice in the selection. When everytiing had been
arrenged one of the go-betweens sealed the engagement with the
i words "I bind thé hande of your c¢hlld so that you cennot. give her
| j'i to anyone elae”. A girl also, gould without being lowered ‘in the

" Gr!i of uh& people ask a (an to marry hsr.



| 1, larmgit.

g Deboe .

fne clana of ﬁ&uru anﬁﬁthair iﬂgﬁnﬂs at ﬂr&gﬁnn .
(frdm'mr. Guda.)'_. Ty ?f-ﬁ" < 4k "‘L[u?_i

famed after a varleﬁy of eel rram.whieh the’ originnl }-1:3
merbers of the elan sprang& Said to hc the aldagt clan ' lwk

ln Raurti. . - 'T. gy '.-}f
Naned afier a'varie vy of rish dhieh 1s fram 5 ho g inahﬁx‘”

; 1ong wiﬁh two small spakss on vhe end of 1:5 tail. & 2 qé

4e anru.

- 6‘ mwao -

7. Ranibgk.
8. Iwi.

 mean ' ng they are hypocrites; saying one thing and meean-

(Soretimas ﬂeaple say of sumaona buin Det Baboa sigﬁirying

that the said person is qniet tempereﬁ!. .-. A, oh JW

o Eamwiéumwitg Maaad after a graen inseci similar in uppearuhne te ?-j

a locUﬂt.

mamed after one particular rrigatenbird.

B ermvidara. Named arier a bug. (The l=te chief uainnn balbngad -

%his olan). : ' | :
Two women Tanded in Rivgk tthn.sigp'kzawn-tn the old
“people). As usual ﬁhen soméwne sirance orrived the peonlé
went down to the beach to meet them and 9 find out
whe they are. 4s theyit eawe ashors ithe Sfuruans asked
iheir nanes. The Cirst woman aald*Emagf'?htﬁh ihey
thonght was her name. ‘hey addressed the other womsn in
Mo same manner And she sald "Ranibdk". Both of these
wonen maryied Nauﬁuans and their ehlldren were the
firat of ;he:Ranibﬁk and Muea clans. J wae told that
iere Ls a saying among the Neurusns "Dad, dad lmes™ y

ing another.
(séa-&boval;
Bow extinchti: the last merber was the hﬂﬂpital.grﬂdrly
Zouwa who dled in 1952. There is a smell stone on his

grave recording this.
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9.
10.
1l.

12.

13.
14.

15.
16.

17.

Neuruan Sﬁorts.

Exaraduga. Throwing sticks onto a iog to bounce over. Teams
of one against one up to any number. ‘
Arer obe. Throwing green coéonuts.at oneanother; the skill lies
in catching the coconuts. (Gilbertese).
Irerm fw uwur throwing coconut shell or hitting with bat.
Ukwe tubwurini. throwing small green coconuts at one another
by means of & special throwing stick.

. Lkebraro. throwing smouldering pandanus at one another,

Ekato. shooting at one another with "native air gun" (made of
emet, pandanus and mangrove fruit).

Ekaberere. wrestling; the loser is he who first tou#hes the
ground.
idauw. boxing. A party of young men from oné district rush to

another distriet and challenge the men of the latter to a bout.
Limbanaban . Catching small kite wiih slings. Teams of about
thiree against three.

Iri . High jump; holes in coconut tree.

Ekatuk uwur; spinning a top made from coconui shells.

fkonobo; marbles, played one against one, with marbles of to-
mano nuts.

Hoburinago. Native "deck quoits™,--- throwing small wooden
dises at tomano nuts.

Lkarimwamwa. swinging.

lkiriri dancing of men and women.

leraipu throwing cakes of send to hit one smother to see
which is hardest. (Children's game).

fkadepba ‘Ihrowing about 50 short coconut leaf mid-riovs a tew

inxhes into the air angd catching only the 0dd nﬁmbers.



18.

19.

20.

21.
22

23
24.

26.

27«
28.

29
B0,
31.
32.

(2)

Edaégribirib singing ~nd dancing in a ring on tne_héaen on
moonlmxight nights. _

Amwit-abor children's game; the players try to kesp qﬁiet and
the ome who first bfeaka the silenee is tlckaed.

Bagubagu children's game; hands, fingers in mouths, ete.
Enibarara blind man's buff.

Ugugz ibiter Teams against one another; seeking of pandanus;

" one team tries to plece it on a stick at end, defended by

other tesm.

Itinaben finger game of children
Fiaded gupa trying to pick tem shells out of a number.

. Kkkeatu racing with little model bosts,

Itsibweb ball game.

Duplduba snipe fichting.

Akurence ecatching dragon flies by means of two small stones
tied tegether.by a woman's halr (or menila fibre).

Lkakxe domo cockfighting. |

Fkake kumm = pig fighting.

F¥kake ikivapo smell fish fiszhting.

Exake lowaece Iinsect Tighting.



' the gods of Neuwru | Damaije Biilifﬁéﬁ,?fiuﬁré4 
The yrinoipal god of Nsuru was originally a Gilberte e rod,_ _ R
vas Taburig (Tabuarik) the god of Wer and Thunder. rhers Wers ase-

ferent stones to him,in di?ferent parta of the island. ‘The stdna .;a
of Anetan had as the origin of ifs cult sone Giibertasa islanders
who drifted to Nauru in fhe ﬁaya of Gourab. unumnb was a great ' '_;ify
warrior who thereby becare ‘the principnl person iu Nauru. He and -
hig peonle rescued these U1lbartase and he toak.Edzibu who was one
of them andstill a child, reared her in his house and 1ater‘mnrr1nd
her to his son Aborauw. (Tha ofhsr people in the canoe were adﬁptnd

- -

by diffsrent veople in Anetan ana all became the sublects of ¢ ‘
1t was from kKdzibu that Damaije ultimately became a priest of o '{:
- this Taburig:stone. Kazibu's greatgranddaughier was bLebuago who

w88 nroistess of Taburlz and she was ‘the mother=-in-law of Damsije.
when Anetan wanted to ezll on Taburig all the people (?men dnt?l

of Anetan sathered on the heach where the sione was, anﬂiﬂabnnsBJ

the enumwin mwaemeo ( the priest le the smen mweeaeso) officlated.
Leaflets of pandanus were washed in the see and while the priest

made a long invoecation these were tled round the two stones of
Tabufig_(?whieh had alsc been carried dowm to the sea). fhen these

kwo stomes were carried wp from the besch and set in their place.

one stone weg set upright,-- this was taburig debago (=Taburig the
shark);' the other was lald prone in front of and &t right angles

to 1t; this was Taburlg douwe (=Taburig the "King"). ¥hile the

stones were carried up and set in place the priest made a furthér
invoeation. A large bunch of gzreen coconuts had been supnlied for
the offering to Teburlge (not clear by whom supplied, whether Yy
the priest or by offerings from all the worshivpers). To the accom-

paniment of another long invocation, ihe priest holds this bunch
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by a cord and then gently lets it down and lays it on the flat
stone. ﬂhiie making this last invocation the priest stands facing
iowards the direction of the disiricis againsi which the Anetan
people are purposing to go out and Pight. After this a fenca is
set up all about.the place-where the stone stands (this enclosure
called marion), the fence being made of young crinkled pandanus
leaves suspended frum_ﬁ cord. . .
Taburig scems 1o be agsoeiatad essentially with warfare, but on
the occasion of all feasts he is fed firsz, one tenth of the food
supplied beling offered to him by being laid on his stone, after
fresh andanus leaflets have been fastened round thesione. Ona-bld
man was then selected to sat the food thus offered to Taburig,
which He did in situ, Teburig enters into his priesis and pro-
tects them im battle, and the men in the expedition which has
offered up suc¢ch prayers to laburig get a general blessing from
nim, dSach district had its Taburig stones and its preists; thoses.
who were defeated in battle were those whose prayers wers the legs
effective. A priest of Taburig cean also aik Taburig to kill any
man with whom he has a quarrel. Then the relatives of the dying
man will c¢ome and ask the priest to ask Teburlg to Spare the man.
ihe priest (or priestess) can pass on his knowledge of the cult
of ‘Taburig to any he likes, not néceasnrily his son (or sister's
son). The prilest roceives no pay for his serviees, but he is much |
nonoured. “Taburig alweys answers ihe prayers of his worshinpers
with thunder and lightaning.
Tab rlg had e wife Eljibinoge; she also is represented ?by a
stone, wWhen gomeonc dies prayers can be offered to her, ?by the
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priest of Taburig, asking her to bring the'pérson alive again.

Altnougn there are different raburig stones on dirfarant parts
of the island, and the cult seems to be aomauhat dlrrerent ror '
saelctaburig all originated f:am-rdrawa Ialanﬁ-in the Gilberts,
and from here also came the armour. |

: There are also a number of fishing gods in Rauru of Gilbert-
ese origin: Gaubunon, numntg Damomag Eiridunabin. The latter can
-also be appealed to be her priest if he be in danger at sea. They
each have different priests, but they are not departmgntalisedi
for aaéh of them can be appaaled %o-rOr 211 kinds of fish.

‘The Snly genuine Neuruvan deity seems to havé been Xijebon. No-
thing.is remembered about her save that sacrifices used to be made
to her. She had no special priests or priestesses, and'no special
places of worship. Anyone could select any place to invoke her.

vemaije denles that bagewa, Dabage, Awirieria, etc. were zZods;
they &are merely characters in fairy-stories. He éantrasts Taburige
who wes an_aduwgn, end the others whose stories are only itorenab.
Debage reypresenting the land was elways in opposition against
pagewa representing the sea. dagewa's wife was Imwined and his
daughter was Eirinemwon whom he compared to the English mermaiq.
In their coniests Dabage was always victorious over Bagewa. There
are a nuuber of apparently diseconnected stories about these.
bamaije says that there were no gods connected with randanus or
ecoconuts; only the Gilbertese ones comnected with Tishing and
Taburig.
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; _ Tha stane beside Ghier haimon g grave ]

we 8 Tubnrig stnne of whidh\ﬂaimnﬁ'e wife 8 mcther was %havriasﬁeas.
when the berman s came they dbstroyeﬂ many'of uha rahurig 5unnas.

“hen they came to fhis stone’. or Da;mon 8 nother-in-law there vere

pome aaerificial cuconuts lying upon it and they tooL thcm. “his '

was nacrilaaga anﬁ thay pald Torit by ainhing with uheir ahxn in tha'
great storm at A@ia. 1&9 eoeonnts on a ¥aburig stoune Wers 1oty thare
$111 thcy ratted ané_ware then throwm away_into_the-sua. ‘They might
natheatmbyhnmans. |

The plaee where the stones beside Audeida’s grave lie 18 called
zi*eije~ ihcr ara tha stones of nenowea-xaburig On $he whaling

ghip the Humger thare was as one of the erew a uiibort lslander nniili
whoy wishing to desert the ship Jnnned overboard into the sea and o
wna carried safely to lend by a sword-fish (ijubur). This sword
rish was @ menifestation of the god Denowea-rtaburig. Aftor &rriving
gafely in Pauru this vilbert mam set up these stonea %o the god who
hed saved him, and performed at them ritval end sscrilices which
yore the pame s those of the othsr Taburig eults in other partis
oft the ialnna‘fioj orferings of deeovuts and other food stuffs);
This vilbert ﬁﬁn beeome a graat rr1end of Jim, and he taught Jim
how to perrorm.tﬁe iitﬁul for benowea-taburig, so that when the
@¢ilvert ann died Jim became the priest of these atoncs. Jim was a’

yory powerful pricst. He passed the eult on to his son suywelda, but
v & perelje did not seem tc have any opiniom of’Auinida'as.a vriest ét

| - penowea-Taburie.

| | The Anctan Steme: Thers was & men c¢elled beljagsr (v.¢ Il. Ne 28)

of very high rank since he was deacended [rom & long line of & wgagai&p‘



DR e T o R S EESI CURE  E
AT Y e i Ny 150 149 . I*- Wi [ o AL S

r.- ! _‘.i"'l‘.' 1:{

and ‘he wag the cb.ia:f of anetan. Iia ms 'alaa thc ]‘31‘19 of' tha ﬂﬁ-‘
tan abur'if- sfone. i“te ‘fi‘rBL white m ta J.ahd on l‘laum U&a mmt
George. He was. "fors*mn on a whnle ahi:p" an& Ileijagar bm*t m-f |
o Nisury .mere her stayad. veigagar andha heeame waf rrz.em a.ﬂf jj" _:

D took nis nnme 2O tha’r. ho is now known as hearge Baijag&r.,

gooas. ow baijsgar trietl $o plant stick tobaeqo in amar to gatn 2
Lobaceo cro*o; how he p-ava a carta.n 19.?'39 harmr whiuh uB haﬁ‘ got -;"'.";-. 3
from 2 vessel —-—-?tha one from which George CEIIE , = ta & kiham
of his, J:arasrim of”ahibdk and of how tle latter mdw o ma.t 25
i feast, in homous ﬂI this ham% aad sunmoned all his clunsmn that
e mi st au? The ha; zr-ar up andl shwro piaces Qi' 1% Qut amgat thlu
all; of how one man got hold af‘ a B&ngle 1&1‘0‘9 dzos nail, and mt
-nbout with it tied round his ngel for fear of ha-d.ng 1t atolen, smd
hot, s6 1eat was the demnd Tor it that h¢ ias Torced to Mrrmh-
his house ot nizhi with coeamti tmmm t5 prevent this nail from
being stelen I‘rorn him during tho night.d Delijagar, in the oow'
ot Genrc;o prten mt ou'l'. to the white man‘s ships and got Lrom. m
erpiy botiles and othor tore valuaple objeets, and. because ot M .
_peop.La mlliad round Hin and he became rieh end pmri‘ul ao mt for ﬂq

a time he wasz ilo most pmrful man in lamru. j
passed by : £
Oon ome ocension a wholer skwmtroff nauru and DelJagar with some
of his followers, and of courso Uaorge, went out to it. The ceptain
Cof the vessel would not allow tm t.ta h:::t tmm on board, and would ﬂ
not peuse in his progress. The o_anoala) tled up to tho vessel end '
thus drifted bshind her for three d@ya, the people in Anetan m
that Deljegar 4id not return thought that he and his wen were dead,

and pathered romnd his house to wail for him.
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iy Heanvhile Beijagnr sent uearga on deck o Lhe cantarn of $he _
vessel to preseni an»nnltimatum, xhe ea?tain «aa to take the mau-.
ruans back 0 aHMru oi else ﬂei}&g&r would call upon raburdg to -
cause 8 atorm,to aniseq hsorge went and told the cantain what . hei—
_ Jazar said and the eaptain said he knew natniné about Taburig and
cared less and Po‘he held on nis uay..,fhen Be14apar called wpon
- Teburig and a great siaﬁm arésa with thunder end lightning. and tne
lightning ntruck wan main mast of the ehip ‘80 that 1t broke and the
- sails nura b&&n ahd tne rigping all fouled.. ihen George said to the
- gaptain "Nﬁr yuu see what Yaburigz can do s Then the captain gave in
and s&id‘that 1T-Dwijagar would ask-Taburig-to sto? thg storm he
would put back ta nmurn with them: Thls was ‘dhne end so Leijagar

reached home. ' ‘ 4

' gggggigg_ﬁ hpi;naar was @& temnniho d:i Dbecause he cane frou a long
1ine of.&s&en&&z: His wealth acquired from white men's ships, and
hig power am priest or raburis made -him the leading wan of his éday
in Meuru and raised Anetan $0 the position of leadlng district,

He married four wives, all of them temoniba in their owm Pight:

1. lyanare of Barwit (sister of Ijibeuwo and though not atrictiy
a%anking_of'tha gseniozr line of ramwlt, in virtue of the prowscs
of hnauiaahara, of the line thet had become tlie rost lmportamt.)

2. Ridlaijat-af-lrua {granddaughter of tourap the great of anétan;'

deughter of fhe Gilbertese woman kdzibu, from whom origl-

bl i fially thils Yeburig stone came).
%. Eiblde or Eamwldumwit (eannet trace her)
4. Bdagnbet of lmegum (ealled #n the gemealogles tidogoban; ecennod

~ ?‘:’ g

B ik e A 4

trace her).



Hota. Ezmzjara lived i‘ormorly whm thg mg:ncy nml' 13, AW
L lived ;here r Raseh now llvaa“ m Mvad in Ifnw ﬂ:m -

| pogijo now lives, ﬁm Lihida tma a 'ﬂeman of m’etam 3

L arriage tha; all lived with *heir nusb&nﬂ in mm, 3 .".'_1_. :
ueija{mr'fa mother? 3 fathezo was D&wiogo (Mgumj a M olf
: Deijagar’ﬂ Tather was Darm;atamo, F Y gkt SRde Koy N 2 e _.a'. |
:'hei,japar 'S8 mother was Ewodan, temouibe of Anetan 'being tvmm‘bf"t

' alﬁnst dauphter g, ‘eldest daughtér s, eldest da.ughm..

ma_le ember thareuf. (Nuta it seens from tie Ea.mrt‘t &ﬂama Hut*.a. e

the distinction of its warriors more noteworthy thu_; the ,1&1:!'.523.
Beoause tho lamwit elan is strongest numerically,frthe temonibe of
Kanwit (11‘ he is a forceful person) tended, at loast &uring the |
1&1;1:01:- halr agL of the ninetaenth century, to beeme the &Gnimt
herson 1n a1l Faurus Xirak ( aleo mloﬂ Emagada ) was u‘hon allve 4
the __gm%iba of Etamwit, he 'bo:lng the aldasf. ehild in direet &esmt
in the senior ‘1ine rrm the orlginal Tounder of tho clan Enparos. '
Ho was the temonibe ‘of Yamwit and hence of all Nauyu. 'i‘hemtiuuy

_ juninr line r"-ew o8t & senior line 11‘ the former b&em t.hrough i
‘!
!

nis som might have ouoceeded to hls fether's power but he could not. 'r71
have become tomonibe of ramwit; this posltion possed or should M" ’l
passad vere she alive to Elizebeth, daughter of bersragsa and %
the elder of kirak's two sisters, bubt Elizabetn dled wlthous m

Hones the positlon of iemonibe of Komwit should have gome, nm
younger sister Lmildiow'. She is st111 alive ana ]ivim!h Iya and
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‘gs regaraed as the temanibe of Eomwit: but i is & quostion whether
her dam,hter ean. sncr‘eed +n m .tm'.twic‘tiow"s msitmn since Nrwidiow
. made & mesallianea, ﬂle was botrothed %o Aduer, uamalje s 5on, but
‘ther betrothal was caneolled because Emwidiow wms & Eoman batlmiiﬁ
_.Itrothed’s religiqn, So fhen,"in order to have a house~boy", Emwi-‘
“4'diow married ad&bm} ® uan of Ueboe, who was eontam*bmmsly referred
to as~_jg§§;§,uh1¢n d&phet translated "slave" bLb which he said
wag the smme ag __M (He eorrected me when I called him en
jtelo snd said "Ne M‘H By this man she has a son and daughter.
(Ineidentally mw; was & mémber-of the L.ILS- and persuaded Mmri- 3
diow te 1eave the F BAehureh at Join the L.m.S.)“ Becquse of thia
. mesallignce m.{diw s ehildren ere looked d.own upon and arse not
regevded as boing of femonive rank, %hough their -mother may try to
agsert that they are,. Really only ‘blle childran of two temonibe
can be rogarded as semnine terenibe by birth. (Note bamalje’s sv_i.n
dence on thiu sublect 1#- perhaps suspect for he is elearly still
gore at mi-diéw*_a treatment ol his ‘son and takes plaemo in
enplic sleing the hunilieting aspect of her eventual merrisgel.

 Maple: w- ﬂmu speaker™, Tiis Includes magic both for
curing slckness =nd for kj,lling peopleé. In euring slcknoss the

,: ?73 <4 practitioner takes 8 stone, mutfers » spell over 1t and rubs 1%

’} | aver the belly where the pein is. (Domaije says thel before the
', II"‘.‘ eemxing of the white man the only sicknesses from which ﬂmm
er:q\ ‘ ana suffered were belly aches)., Then the practitioner draws ther
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: ;-stone g_m.akly awa;y from the :patitn#% hnﬂy e!ai& 0. dmi?
'_-{m:tny .B'ar killingpeople t’fia aor&erer nséd w -go dqnl,i:a:

end zet bite sana fram his vie#.im‘“a feﬁﬁ-mm’ﬁmh’_’._ youl
“home, say 8. pell over it end then- pﬁt j& m%@, 8 the

._sand ot not so the m ?1131‘:1111 sickenﬂd and dm' a.?lﬂ ﬁg m mf‘-'l'
way part of & 'person ] pidl c’ould 'be msei i’nr mﬂkﬁlg ‘Ehé!q @m W -
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'die* (Hoir clippirxgs, nail ;»arings emi, not uaad;, t’he suggbetm
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SIGHTING OF NAUEU BY SPARTEN 1827

New England Palladium and Commercial Advertiser (Boston) 9.3.1827.

The following discoveries in the Pacific, made by Capt. Mooers, of the
Sparten, of this port, are not contained in the lists heretofore published:

Mooers Island - O, 30 3 [S?]1., 166, 35 E. high land, inhab.

899800908



SIGHTING OF NAURU BY 'ATLANTIC! 1828

Boston Courier T7.5.1828.

Nantucket Inquirer

NEW ISLANDS

Captain John Gardner, of the ship Atlantic of this place, on his last
whaling voyage to the Pacific Ocean made the following discoveries of
islands not laid down on his charts. The first was in lat. 8 28 N.
long. 144 35 B. - second, 1 T N. long. 165 E. - third, a cluster of
islands ¢ in lat. 2 15 S. long. 152 5 E. Also a cluster of Reefs and
Shoals extending N. N. E. and S.S.W. between the latitudes of 1 35 and
2 15 S. and longitudes of 153 45 and 153 15 E.

[The second could be Nauru, rather misplaced]l.

LA B B N

But note that the Boston Courier (weekly edition) for 8.5.1828 gives the

position of the second island as being 17N and not 1 TN.



NAURU ISLAND 1832

Journal of Captain E.P. Tregurtha. 1803-1849. MS in possession of
Dr R, Wettenhall, Melbourne.

2 #0000 08908 D00e

[P.41] Pleasant Island 1832 Shanks Island

«s. In July we proceeded to Pleasant Island which well deserves the name.
The Natives came off freely bringing Cocoa=-nuts and a kind of Herring
which they grow in Ponds for the purpose of trade. They told me that
they got the Spawn off the Reefs and threw it into sundry Salt Water Ponds
in the interior where the young fish came forth, when they fed them with
seived Cocoanut until fit to sell. Vhen full grown they were larger than
a herring and I purchased several hundreds from them, had them opened,
salted and dried and kept them on board nearly a Year. It was here we g
observed a shoal of small fish attached to the Ship which ..... left her;
in a Calm they swam alongside and darted at any object that came near. I
rigged a ,..hook and succeeded in catching four or five very much resembling
a shad [?], two or three having dropp'd off the hook they bit no more. I
now made a bit on a bucket hoop and slinging a grating over the stern by
the assistance of a Spade Pole we caught as many as we required at any
time the 8hip was moving 4 or 5 knots as they then hovered near the
Budder, this continued 3 or 4 months until they grew 8 inches long and
three was enough for a meal, when they suddenly disappeared. We obtained
geveral Whales about this Island but one old Bull gave us a drubbing. We
had to cut from him with the loss of 4 lines, Irons and several .......

&fﬁer belng fast 8 hD'IJI'S PEP0O002000000DOR0000000P0ODO000D D

turned
The latter end of July I gidfiéd/¢ff to look for Shank's Island stated



NAURU ISLAND 1835

Journal of a Voyage in the Ship Emerald of Salem, owned by Stephen C.
Phillips Esq. & commanded by John D. Eagleston - from Salem to New
Zealdnd, Society, Fegee, Navigator & several other Islands in the
Pacific Ocean, Manila, Sineapore, St. Helena & back to Salem, during
the years 1833y 4y 5 & 6. Kept by Joseph W. Osborn, Clerk of Ship
Emerald, for the owner of said ship.

MS in Peabody Museum,

Salem.
The Ship Emerald on her passage from the Ids to Manila 10 days out.
1835
The difference between Long by Obs & Long by DN, is owing to a current
setting to SSW 1/4 W 43 miles in 24 hours. -
Tuesday June 23rd & 24th Moderate breeses from NE. to E. set Stgd sails as wind
favoured.
Lat & Long At 8.%30 a.m. (24th) saw Pleasant Id bearing N.N.W. 26 miles dist at the
as per Epitm
Lat,00°208S. time we were steering N, kept off for it. Lat by Obs at noon 00°36S
Long. 167°10E. Long Obs 167°
as we made it. " DN 168°35'E.
Lat.26S 5 On this bearing Pleasant Id appears like two small Ids - a small low
Long.166 51E.

one to Wd and a smaller one like a hummock to the Ed it is not so hign

as Rotumah from a close observation it has an unevan appearance, the
highest part of it is not more than 80 or 100 feet &bove the level of

the Sea, & at the top presents a rocky appearance, it is covered with
trees and round the beach there are a few stunted C. C. Mut trees. Houses
may be seen from the deck scattered all over the Id. There is white
gsand beach all round the Id, there is no dangerous reef near it at least
none that we saw, & what little there is dose not extend more than % a
mile, from the shore. The Id is longest to NE. & SW. I do not think

there is any difficulty in landing.
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doubtful in thke Charts. I could not discover it although reported several
times from the Crows Nest. Returning back to Pleasant Island in
September we departed from ...[and went to the Solomons.].

We here met with several vessels cruizing whose success was on a par with
ours for they were all from Sydney - the Proteus, Lynx, Lyndsay, Walp [?],

Lady Blackwood and several others.

LR AL B



Trade

—

Fowls, C. C. Nuts & Hats may be procured here - for tobacco. In time
hogs may also be plentiful. A short time since & few were landed here
from an English ship, we added 7 or 8 to the stock, which may in course
of time be large enough to supply shipping.

Canoes will board you at 7 & 8 miles dist from the land, the natives
appear very friendly, but a shé.rp lookout must be kept for the whites
residing here.

When within two miles of the Id we hove too & soon had 30 or 40 ceanoces
hanging to the ship & for an hour or two trade was brisk & we soon
purchased about 400 fowls. Hats enough for a sea stock, & lot of
cordage, some C. C, Nuts and Curiositys. This place is swarming with
fowls and we were obliged to send many from alongside which we could not
possibly purchase having no room for them. This is the cheapest place
for trade I have ever been. At the commencement of the market it was
1 chew of Tobacco for a fowl or a hat & 1 1b Tobacco for 30 fowls, but at
the latter end it was an “old soldier" &c a 2d chaw of Tobacco for 1 fowl,
a good quid for three, & 1 1b for a coop full. Hats also fell in price,
being able to buy 3 for a guid.

C. C. Nuts they asked & higher price for and they did not seem to be very
plentiful and are also very small. One of the whites brought off a small
green turtle which he sold for % 1lb of Tobacco. Shell turtle (Hawks bill)
do not visit this Id.

Their cordage is excellent, it is coir, they bring it off in coils of
from 20 or 30 faths each, price 1 1b Tobacco or less. We purchased about
20 coild of this from 1% in. to the size of thumb line -~ they also brought

off some small line of the size of log line made of a reddish coloured
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Curiositys

Armour

Cap

Hair

=3 =
material, this is laid up very hard and even and makes excellent fishing
line, they use them for this purpose themselves and they brought us off

a fine mess of fish caught with hook and line. One of the whites purchased
some Tobacco, a pistol and a2 bayonet for money.

Captain had one of their fighting instruments which for the want of any
other name I call a "gasheater", this instrument is about 6 or 8 inches in
length, the handle is made of hard wood and has a shark tooth firmly
lashed upon the end, the handel has a string through it which enables then
t0 hold it the more firmly. With this little instrument they inflict
severe wounds as the scars on their bodys testify.

To defend their bodys from the gasheater they wear armour, curiously
wove of line made of the C, C. Nut lmsks, this when the suit is entire is
of three pieces, vis. trousers, jacket and head dress. This coir ammour
must defend them in some measure from this weapon which is not sharp
enough except at the point to cut the coir. The trousers: isi the only
part we were able to procure, these are made as follows, the legs are
netted very slack so as to allow free play to the limbs, but the back and
front is more amply defended each having 2 aprons more closely knit hanging
over them to fasten this machine on there is a drawing string in lieu of
waistband and suspenders.

They fight also with spears but the gasheatgr is the most common weapon.

I bought a curiously made cap, it was made of different coloured mat
gewed together, of a conical foxrm with luman hair and cut off with Cocks
feathers., This the Captain wanted to put into the Museum together with
the other curiosities.

The brought for sale bunches of human hair finely braided and these

they wear as ornamental dresses. The Captain procured one about 2000



Canoes
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feet in length. These and a few mats and shells was all the curiositys
I saw among them.

Their canoes are of somewhat different construction from any I have yet
seen. They resemble the Navigator canoes the most in shape and build,
they have however greater beam and less draft of water, the planks of
vhich they are built are very thin so that a slight blow would damage
them. These planks are very neatly fitted and are lashed or rather
stowed togather with Coir line both ends are alike. At each end there was
a stick projecting up about #/f£¢¢ two foot round which was wrapped a mat
which from their unwillingness to dispose of I took to be the cances sail.
Some of them have lug sails made of cotton or duck, which they most probably
procured from some of the English Whale Ships who frequent here. They
have outriggers, but of a very slight construction and judging from the
general appearance they cannot carry on sail so hard as the Fegee sailors.
Their canoes do not meke much water although they have no deck. Their
paddles are shaped much like the Navigators, they have a machine built
up three or four feet above the canoce on which they hang hats and other
articles of trade which the water might injure.

The Pleasant are nearly as dark as the Fegee men, though of handsomer
countenances and smaller si;é. They appear to be a friendly, hammless
race of people, honest and fair in their dealings and did not seem inclined
either to cheat or steal. They appeared to place great confidence in us,
readily passing up their trade before receiving their pay. They passed
their articles to us in nets amde much like those at home used in catching

El..%.. or old wines in.

w%-mmwmm



Foreigners
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They wore like the Navigator Islanders a girdle of leaves. They wear
their hair long and some of them had it tied in & knot ..7.. the end
like the Rotumah men.

Their language sounded dissimilar to any of the other S. Sea lingos I
have yet heard.

There is about 50 whites residing on this little spot, most perhaps
all of them runaways from Port Jackson shipping. They fji¢ in common with
the other South Sea residents of this description bear a very bad character.
Their appearance is certainly not very prepossessing as I certainly never
saw so ugly a set of whites collected together, 10 or 15 of them came
of dn board, each having a private stock of trade to dispose of, some of
them pot of toddy which when fermented becomes agguedent mentioned in the
account of Rotumah. This last article was soon prohibited.

At 4 p.m. having finished trading, made all sail again our course setting

to the Wd of the Id.
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The 'Harmony' off Nauru 1836

Rhodes; F., 'Pageant of the Pacific!, I:284.

A dishevelled brig meking strange manoeuvres under very short sail, her
sails in tatters, her rigging sagging, both pumps choked,; the vessel lesgky
and half full of water, somewhat puzzled Captain Mason, of the ship Zazius,
on June 16th [1836]. The brig was about 30 miles north from Nauru Island,
and proved on investigation to be the Harmony, of Port Louis, Mauritius.
She had on board only three people, all of them natives and one of them
a woman, and "till we fell in with them, which was five months and four
days, they had been about the ocean, they knew not where, at the mercy of
the wind and waves." The story resolved itself into another instance of
incautious masters pemmitting on board large numbers of islanders, and
precipitating a massacre through sheer carelessness. The island at gy
which the massacre took place is not given, but the leader of the three
survivors, a Marquesan named Jacky, supplied a very colourful description
of the encounter. He "received an axe wound on the shoulder; and was
knocked down the hatchway. The vessel having no cargo in, he was soon
out of reach ..." from which it appears that gravity played a major part
in his salvation. The brig in her wanderings had actually reached Rotumah,
in the Fiji Group, but "not knowing what island it was, nor the disposition
of the natives, they would not let them come alongside."
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VISIT TO NAURU IN 4841

1841

Log and private journal of Dr D. Parker Wilson, Ship's Surgeon, on the second
voyage of the South Sea whaler Gypsy. 23 October, 1839 - 19 March, 1843.
MS in R.G.S5. Library, London.,

LRSI S BN A I N

Oct. 21. Light breezes and fine. At 5h. 30m, saw Ocean Island, bearing S.VW.

steered towards it: "hove to" for the night, with the foreyard aback.

(O g e Light winds and agreeable weather, QOcean Igland to the westward,
steering W.N.\. & passed within a league of it: observed a reef running off

the S.W. end, upon which was placed a flag or signal staff., Saw smoke & huts,
and likewise natives on the beach, but not a single canoe came off to us, which
is unusual, as they were known to crowd on board ships; perhaps some of them
may have been caught in actio derelicto, as they are zdroit thieves, and
received punishment upon the champ de forfeit. We passed on steering a

zig-zag course, for Plessant Island,

Oct. 23. Light winds end fine weather: At 2h. P.M. saw Pleasant Island bearing

South: steering towards it: about 5 P.li. cances came alongside, containing men
and womens their cances were larger, of greater beam, & more firmly constructed,
then those of Kingsmills: they had elevated wicker platforms on their cutriggers,
which I had not observed before, among these Islands. their features, in form
and regularity of outline approached very near to the Huropean; and were very
intelligent looking; owing to the musgtachios and long beards; which they all wores
combined with their grave aspect, they appeared like so many jewish rabbi: they

are the only natives I have seen to wear the beard, being usual with them to

pl'U.Ck it out.
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hey were rather darker than the natives of the other Islands, but
somewhat better feai:L;red: their hair ig black, straight & long: in person they
are tall, robust and well formed. The Wwemen were of lighter complexion, comely
and well-looking, and some of them of particularly pleasing expression. Their
only dress vwas & short petticoat -~ vexry short, made of split plamtain leaf or
grass, and is worn by both sexes. The women readily dispose of their favors,
for a small piece of tobacco. They brought for sale, cinnet, and cinnet hats,
which they have learnt fo make by sailors ashore; fowls in sbundance; cocoa~mits;
goila; shells; &c. so that a ship might get good refreshment here. It is known
that several Englishmen or runavay sailors are settled upon this Island, & have
been for several years, and in the habit of coming off to ships, disposing of 7w
their produce, but none have made theilr appearance! Besides, the natives have
got shirts, trowsers, and even blankets for sale, & which they dispose of for
a mere trifle! How come they possessed of these things? Have they massacred
the vhibe men, & thus possessed themselves of their property? a fact that
derives confirmation from their non-appearance. Since then, an American ship,
"Fortune", touched here, and took from the Island the only remeining whifte - who
vowed he was momentarily expecting to be put to death, and every white man had
been just slain by the natives — he alone remained! Of course the appeal could
not be resisted, and the man was brought to Guam.

The poor savages had borne long, the arrogant tyranny & impositions of
base ignorant men, until driven to frensy, they wreasked an awful vengeance for
long endured WTrongs.

The Island is small and woody; but not so low as the Kingsmill Isglands.

laking Byron's Island as a sbtarting point, and directing the view Westward keeping

within a fev degrees of the Line, on either side, we observe s gradual deepening

in the shade of the gkin: there is a very perceptible differvemce bebween the
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colour of the natives of Drummond's Island and those of Byron's Island and

again, the difference is still greater in those of Pleasant Island, altho' very

nearly in the same parallel of Latitude, and within 10° of the same meridian: this

progressive darkness contimied in those of Salomon’g Archipelaco,

Oct. 24. The "Samuel Enderby'" Capt. Lisle, hag gone here full, several times,

with Sperm 0il, obtained about the Kincsmills and Pleasenl Islands: about the

latter, large whales have been often seen.
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VISIT TO NAURU IN 184%3 18483

The Polynesian 17.5.1845.

At 2 P.M. on the fgf first of February, made Pleasant Island, - this
island was passed by Capt. Fba:%g in the year 1789; upon his aunthority
Horsburgh places it in lat. 20 min., S lon. 167 deg.., 10 min. E. from
Greenwich. As I neared the island several canoes came alongside; ffig¢
there were about eight or ten natives in each; they brought with them

for sale a few very small fowls some cocoa nuts and two or three straw
hats; the latter they had been taught to make by Europeans. The men

are of about middle size, well, but not robustly made, of a dark copper ﬁ
colors with a very smooth sleek skin; they have no beard, hair black and
straight. They are evidently, from their high cheek bones and irregular
features Malayan race; and from what I saw of the natives ;ﬁ Ascension,
one of the Carolines, North Pacific, I am of the opinion that they are both
sprung from the same origin. These natives, unlike their prototypes on
the Island of Ascension, have no tradition of their origin. or the manner

their forefathers first came to the island. They have no religion of any

kind; neither do they believe in a future state.

When hove-to off the island, an European ceme on board who stated himself
to be George Lovett, & deserter from the London whaler, Offley. He brought

off a 1list of the whalers, with their successes, that had recently touched

there.
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colour of the natives of Drummond's Island and those of Byron's Island and

again, the difference is still greater in those of Pleasant Island, altho' very

nearly in the same parallel of Latitude, and within 10° of the same meridian: this

progressive darkness contimied in those of Salomon’g Archipelaco,
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Oct. 24. The "Samuel Enderby'" Capt. Lisle, hag gone here full, several times,

with Sperm 0il, obtained about the Kingsmills and Pleasent Islands: sbout the

latter, large whales have been often seen.
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VISIT TO NAURU IN 184%3 18483

The Polymesian 17.5.1845.

At 2 P.M. on the fgf first of February, made Pleasant Island, - this
island was passed by Capt. Fbar?s in the year 1789; upon his asuthority
Horsburgh places it in lat. 20 min. S lon. 167 deg..s; 10 min. E. from
Greenwich. As I neared the island several canoes came alongsides; ﬁﬁﬁﬁ
there were about eight or ten natives in each; they brought with them

for sale a few very small fowls some cocoa nmuts and two or three straw
hats; the latter they had been taught to make by Europeans. The men

are of about middle Size, well, but not robustly made, of a dark copper ﬁ
color, with a very smooth sleek skin; they have no beard, hair black and
straight. They are evidently, from their high cheek bones and irregular
features Malayan race; and from what I saw of the natives ;} Agcension,
one of the Carolines, Worth Pacific, I am of the opinion that they are both
sprung from the same origin. These natives, unlike their prototypes on
the Island of Ascension, have no tradition of their origin, or the manner

their forefathers first came to the island. They have no religion of any

kind; neither do they believe in a future state.

When hove-to off the island, en European ceme on board who stated himself
to be George Lovett, a deserter from the London whaler, Offley. He brought

off a list of the whalers, with their successes, that had recently touched

there.
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VISIT OF BARK 'ZOTOFF'!' TO NAURU 1846
ILife in Feejee, or, five years among the cannibals', by a Lady [Mary D.
Wallis]. Boston, William Heath, 1851.
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[P.200]. Aug.9. [1846] Ve arrived at Pleasant Island, or the whaler's
depot, I think it should be called. No anchorgge being found, the bark
lay to, and we were visited by the inhabitents in zreat numbers. An
African negro, as black as Africans ever are, came off in one of the
first canoes. He was asked if there were any white men on the island.
"Oh, yes, sir, there be three besides myself," was his reply. The white
men soon came off, bringing a sick pig and a2 well one for sale. One of
the men, called Bob, was the captain, I presume, as he appeared a very
confident, bold, business sort of a fellow. They are all deserters
from whalers. He informed me that there were about fifteen lundred
inhabitants on the island, = that they were devided into tribes, each
tribe having a petty chief, and the whole being governed by a queen.
They perform no religious ceremonies, but believe in the immortality of
the soul. When & chief dies, they believe he becomes a star, [201]

(a poor material, I should judge, to meke such brilliants of,) and when
a poor man dies, his spirit has to wander about on the island in dark ang
unfregquented places. There are often wars among them, but they seldom
kill their enemies, - they only kind o' play fight. With regard to the
white men, Capt. Bob cooly stated that not more than three or four could
agree to remein on the island at a time, as they usually got to fighting
and killed each other; but three years had now elapsed since the last
white man was killed.

None of the vegetebles or fruite usually found in tropical climates
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are found here, except the cocoa-mut. These, with fish, are the food of
the natives. They raise pigs and fowls for the supply of their whaling
visitors. Capt. Bob, however, does not allow the natives to sell the
pigs themselves. He kindly tekes possession of any long face that happens
to be brought for sale by other than his own clan, sells it at sixpence a
pound, and indemnifies the owner with such a quantity of tobacco as he
thinks best. He a2llowed the natives to sell their fowls, which they did
for one negro head of tobacco apiece. The black man did not belong to E
Bob's clan, and lived at another part of the island. He appeared much
better than the trio composing Bob's company. He asked me if I could
give him a Bible or a Testament, or even a few leaves of a Bible. I felt
happy that it was in my power to comply with his request. Capt. Bob
regretted our short stay at the isle, as I was the first white lady that
he had ever seen at the place, although he had been here seven years,
He would have been happy to have had Mr. W. and myself visit the queen, ang
to have shoyn us the island. The sick pig he broupght was of very large
dimensions. It appeared feeble, but Mr. W. was assured that it was only
[202] exhanstion occasioned by his journey from the land to the vessel,
not being accustomed to travel by water. As we had long been without
fresh provisions, Mr. W. paid eleven dollars in cash for long face.

Our decks were completely filled with native men and young girls,
who stole every thing they could lay their hands upon. I saw them handing
ghirts, trowsers, sailors' knives and various other articles over the
sides of the vessel; but supposing that palm-leaf hatss; of which great
numbers were brought for sale, had been bought by the seamen with them, I
seid nothing about it. They brought a quantity of lines f£dA/AdYé to sell.

Mr. W. stood on the quarter deck, buying them, and had them passed into p&e
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house, which was filled with natives; and as the lines and cocca-muts were
passed in on one side, the honest natives dexterously passed them ocut on
the other, selling them again. This was continued for some time before
they were discovered. All that they brought was sold for tobacco, and

I was almost stunned by the vociferous cry of the fgifyég girls, of
"Captain's woman, give me chaw tobacco." They placed no value upon cloth,
which was offered them, although they wore nothing but a "leku," made of
grass. The whole conduct of this people was boisterous, rude, and
immodest in the extreme. The girls came on board for the vilest of
purposes, but stated that their purposes were not accomplished, as the
sailors were afraid of "Captain's woman."

This 1ittle island, which is only six miles in circumference, was
discovered by Capt. Fearn in 1798. Its inhabitents then resembled in
character those that I have before described as belonging to the Young
Williemg's group. Whaling vessels have been in the habit of visiting
this place for many years, and here are shown the [203] effects of a ﬁﬁﬁ#ﬁ#
heathen intercourse with white (I can scarcely say civilized) men from
ci¥ilized lands. It is tkume that at home this class appear like
civilized beings, but it is too often the case that when men visit
foreign climes, their conduct shows that they have left their souls at
home .

Here is a practical illustration that civilizetion does not follow
intercourse with civilized people, unless accompanied with the gospel.

T believe that the state of society at Tahiti and the Sandwich Islands
would have been FIgp¢/diff no better than this, had not the gospel been f

close upon the white man's track. Such in a few years would Feejee
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become, were not the gospel there to counteract in some measure the
baneful consequences of intercourse with trading vessels. The reason
why it has not already become so, is, that the dangerous character of
the natives has hitherto prevented a free intercourse with them. I
presume that there is no class of beings to be found upen this mundane
world (Chinese excepted), whose minds would be found more impervious to

gospel influneces than the inhabitants of Pleasant Island.

ceooeeeRPORERORODRED

Mary D. Wallis visited Nauru in the bark Zotoff on 9.8.1846, her Imsband,
Benjamin Wallis, being in command.
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SECOND VISIT OF BARK ' ZOTOFF! TO NAURU 1847

Citation as before.

CRCRC NN B I

[P.2917. [Dep. Fiji 4.11.47; arr. Manila 12.12.47] "18. [18.11.471 Ve
arrived at Pleasant Islend. The weather had been favorable since the gale.
Several of the white residents came off. They have increased in numbers
since we visited the island before; about fifteen are now residing on the
isle. The inhabitants are gf¢ as rude and boisterous as ever. They
brought off hats in great numbers to gsell, and some mats also. One of
the natives thought it best to compliment me by saying, "Captain's woman
very good." Another, looking at him very archly, said, "Captain hear
you talk that, - he kill you, - he shoot you,"

[292] The man who deserted the Zotoff, when we were here last, is
thriving well on fish, cocoa-nuts and sleep.

There has been no rain on the island for the last eighteen months.
The pigs and fowls are literally starving, as the cocoa-nuts are failing,
They were brought on board in abundance for sale, the price having fallen,
as the conscientious whites saw that we were well supplied with the
long-faced gentry. When we were here last, and they saw that we greatly
needed pork, they pretended that pigs were scarce, = that they had but ﬁf
three or four on the island, and sold us a sick one for eleven dollars cash.
Now we could have bought them by the dozen for a trifle.

A seilors who had been cruising about in the Pacific for the last
four years, desired to leave the island and go with us. He had been on
bosrd several whaling vessels, all of which he left the first opportunity.
He brought all the riches which he had accumilated during his voyages and

travels on board the bark with him; - they consisted of one ghirt, much ﬁ
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worn, and one pair of pantaloons. Mr. W. alsc took a sick Manilla men on
board, who was anxious to return to his country. After increasing our

company with the abovementioned persons, we again sailed for Manilla.
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THE 'BEMILY MORGAN' AT NAURU 1850-1852

'Life and adventure in the South Pacific', by & Roving Printer, pp.115-118,
210-213, 257-263.
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Note: The author, John D, Jones, was a sailor on the New Bedford whaler
Emily Morgan (Capt. Prince W. Ewer) - see pp.262-263 and Commander L.U.
Hemmet in the Nautical Magagzine XXIII:66 (1854).

P.115. As we were cruising along on Wednesday, November 19th [1850], with
no land in sight, we saw a large canoe, which appeared at the mercy of
winds and waves. We immediately bore down to it, and found that it
contained twenty-two natives in a starving condition. We lowered a boat,
towed them to the ship, and found them so much reduced as to be hafdly able
to spesk, and could get them in on deck only by slinging them in a “hoat-
swain's chair" and hoisting them in. The cance was cut adrift after taking
out and sinking the dead body of a boy, apparently about fourteen, which

it contained., Some of them presented a wretched and distressing appear-
ance; they were noé&ng but skin and bones, and scarcely that, In several
cages the skin on the joints was broken, and the bones had worked through,
We went to work and cleared out the “blubber-room", and by spreading mats
around it made it very comfortable for them. Their constant cry wasg "ki
ki" (eat). We prepared [116] some farina, and fed them cautiously; but
they acted more like a pack of ravenous wolves than like human beings.

By the aid of Friday, our Pitt's Island native, we learned the following
perticulars: They left their island (Charlotte's) for another on account
of the war raging there, but lost their reckoning, and the current, which

sets very strongly to the northwest, swept them off, They hed been 80
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driffing for six weeks, and during that time had no food except a shark,
which they captured. Four of their number had dieds two men and %wo
children, Seven of them were females, two of whom had nursing infants.
The poor creatures would fall into a short slumber, and aweke cxying for
food. It was truly a heart-rending sight, but we felt assured that every
thing that could be had been done to render theﬁ comfortable. They end-
eavoured, too, to express theif.h;a;t}elt gratitude to us by signs, angd
would: cry, "Mortarkee kiabuka" (good ship), As we were near Pleasant
Igland, the captain determined to land them there.

Accordingly, we sighted it on the morning of Friday, the 21st. About
9 A.M. canoces began to flock off to us in great numbers, and the natives
whom we had picked up were sent ashore in them. They had so far regained
their strength as to be able to move about quite briskly. The chief
addressed the captain in his own language, which was translated by Friday
as far as lay in his power, to the effect that they were very grateful to
the captain and all hands for the kind treeatment they had received; ang
ag the poor grateful beings shook hands with us on passing over the
gangway, tears of gratitude trickled down their tawny cheeks. They were
placed in the canoes, waved their hands feebly, and started for the shore,

Pleasant Island is a very beautiful island, and well does it deserve
its name,.if we say nothing of its inhabitants. It is moderately hi gh,
and more thickly covered [117] with verdure than any island of the group.
The natives are the most finely-built of any we have yet seen - large, #
athletic, and ferocious-eppearing, presenting quite a contrast to some of
the diminutive natives of the Windward Islands. They speak a different

language, also, from that of the natives of the other iglands, though but
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a few dégrees epart., They appear far superior to them in shrewdness and
cunning, it being much harder to drive a trade with them. The femeles

are very small, véry‘gpodrlooking, and some of them quite handsome, several
shades lighter than the men, and much'lighter than those of the other ig
iglands.We bought quite & number of fowl, and some hogs of the regular racer
breed, Berkshires not having been introduced here.

A white men came off from this island, and wished the captain to ship
him, as he was afraid to remain on shore. He reported that, the day
before, five white men had been murdered by the natives. A part of them
were from the ill-fated "Flying Fox." It appears that they had landed
at this island perfectly destitute, and some of the white men reéiding
there, fearing the chiefs would take them under their protection and allow
them to remain, thereby diminishing their chances of trade with ships,
persuaded the leading chiefs that they came there for the purpose of taking
the island and poisoning all the Kanskas. They are so superstitious that,
no matter how absurd the story, they believe the white man capable of doing
any thing, At the instigation of these rascally "beach-combers" residing
on the isgland, the poor fellows were butchered in a manner too horrible to
relate, This man informed us that his life had been repeatedly threateneq,
and, hadfﬁagggg,had the influence of one of the highest chiefs on the iglang,
he would have shared the ssme horrid fate as the others. The captain
informed him he could go with us, at which he was greatly rejoiced.

[118] We spoke the brig "Inga," of New Bedford, Captain Barnes, on
Sunday, the 24th, We had here an opportunity of sending letterg home via
Sydneys New South Wales, as she was bound there with a cargo of cocoamut

oil, Captain B, reported that, a few days previous, his steward and seven
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of his crew toock a boat #fd in the night-time and deserted. ¢ The steward
stole about three lundred dollars from the captain's state-room; a sextant,
quadrant, and charts; the crew took provisio-ns and water. He supposed
they had gone to some of the Windward Islands.

[210] From here we proceeded to Pleasant Island, and sighted it on Thusday:
February 19th [1852]. The ceptain struck a bargain with one of the chiefs
for five thousand old cocoanuts and twenty-five large hogs, for which he
was to pay in muskets, tobacco, etc. On erriving @ at the ship with the
hogs and cocoamits, they were found to be wanting both in quality ang
quantity. The captain refused to receive them unless the chief was
willing %o receive pay in proportion to what he had bought. This [21;]
the copper-colored rascal refused to do, and demanded payment for the whole
amount agreed to be furnished; but the captain was fimm, and distinctly
told him and his natives that he would pay them for no more than they had
brought. At this they became greatly enraged, and the captain ordered
them to take their property and leave. This they refused to dos declaring
they would not go until they had received pay for every thing they hagd
agreed to bring. We now apprehended some disturbance; the natives were
getting excited; we knew them to be the worst and most s:r}‘:aguina.ry tribe

on the igland; the captain was becoming angry, and we anticipated quite a
little time. As they appeared determined not to go, the captein ordered
hogs, natives, and cocoamuts all pitched overboard, and we commenced with
the cocoamuts first, throwing them into the water; the hogs soon followed,

and the natives, anxious to save their property, went of their own accord,

gladly saving us from a personal encounter, in which we felt that we would



have fared the worse,

The next day we spoke the "Mohawk", of Nantucket, Captain Swain., The
wife of Captain S. being with him, and being an old friend of Mrs. E., our
captain's lady, they enjoyed a very pleasant visit together.

[257] In company with the "Roscoe" [of New Bedford, Captain Hayden], we
made Pleasant Island on Wednesday, December 15th [1852].  About 11 A.M.,
when two or three miles from the land, the "Roscoe" about half a mile ahead
of us, we perceived her suddenly heave-to and hoist her ensign half-mast,
and union down. This we knew to be a signal of distress, and, fearing
they were having some difficulty with the natives and needed our immediate
asgistance, we cracked on all sail and rounded her stern. Captain Hayden
informed us that the brig "Inga", of New Bedford, Captain Barnes, had been
taken here a few days previous by the natives, and all of the crew massacred
save two; at the same time bidding us beware of the "copper-skinned¥
rascalg!, as he termed them. But his warning came too late, for already
were our decks crowded with them. We had ¢§noticed, as something remarkablg
that, after the "Roscoe" had hoisted her signal of distress, all the canoces
left her and made for our ship, MNot suspecting any danger, we had allowed
them to come on board to a number of abouf four hundred. We were now

in 2 position of extreme danger. As we afterward learned, it was their
fixed intention to take our ship the first opportunity, as they owed us

an o0ld grudge for throwing their hogs and cocoanuts overboard when on 2
previous visit to them, That opportunity [258] now presented itself.

We must confess that things began to wear rather en unpleasant Aggget

appearance, and we felt satisfied that nothing hardly short of a miracle
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could save us. Seeing and knowing our situation, Captain Hayden promptly
came on board, himself and boat's crew well armed, bringing with him 2 ¥
white man who had resided on the island many years,; and who possessed much
influence over the natives. It appears he succeeded in reaching the ﬂ
"Roscoe" prior to any of the-natives; and informed Captain H. of the
taking of the "Inga'"; consequently; no natives were allowed to come on
board, and they all pulled for our ship. This white man now informed our
captain that &e had better get all his weapons of defense in orders load
his muskets, etc., and take them into his cabin, "for," said he, "these
natives are determined to take your ship,; if possible; they only await

the arrival of one of their chiefs, who fancies you insulted him, and who
has sworn to kill you with his own hands, to commence their mirderous
attack, I have some influence with them, and if I can keep them quiet,
and get them away before he comes, I will do so; but if he comes to the
ship, nothing can save you."

The reader may rest assured that this news did not tend to allay our
fears in the least, yet each one: seemed determined to sell his life ag
dearly as posgible. No undue excitement was exhibited; each one was calm,
cool, collected, for we knew the first symptom of fear would be the signal
for the work of destruction fto commence. Quietly were all the muskets
loaded, and our harpoons, lances, boat—hatche:s, and other weapons made *_
ready, so that they could be seized should occasion require. Fifteen or
twenty minutes of the most intense anxiety to all hands passed, each one
hoping something would transpire to cause the natives to leaye, The ships
were headed off the land, and sail made; still [259] they did not appear

inclined to leave, but sat in groups around the deck, intently watching
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every movement that was made, and ermestly conversing with each other, eying
the cutting-spades which hung over the quarter-deck, and evidently longiing
for some one to start the fracas, At length a happy thought suggested
itself to one of our men, Mounting aloft, he remained a few moments at
masthead. Gazing, with great -interest apparently, at some object in the
far distance, he sung out, with a loud, ringing, joyous voice, "Sail ho!

A LARGE MAN-OF-WAR COMING DOWN FROM THE WINDWARD UNDER FULRL SAILLY

This was sufficient. The natives waited not to hear this repeated,
but clambered over the side in the greatest hurry and confusion. Each
one seemingly endeavoured to be first, and in a few moments our decks were
perfectly free from them, As the last native left the ship, one thrilling,
deafening urrah went up from all on board. This was caught up on board
the "Roscoe', and returned with a hearty "three times three."

We congratulated ourselves on our narrow escape from these merciless
savages, and could not but feel thankful to Almighty CGod for his providence
in thus rescuing us. It would have been but a short batté} had it comm-
enced. As we have before remarked, the natives of this island are very
powerful and robust; and their mode of warfare would have been to have-‘
geized the crew and thrown them overboard, while those in the canoces would
have held the victims under the surface.till they were drowned. Although
the man who sang out "Sail hol" from the masthead did not expect to see one
when he started to go aloft, yet he did see a sail, which goon came down
to us; and, although not a man-of-war, yet we were none the less pleased
to see her. It proved to be the whale-ship "Hannibal", of New Londons
Captain Lester,

[260] We related to him all the circumstances connected with our late
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adventures, and he congratulated us heartily upon our narrow escape.

The circumstances connected with the teking of the "Inga" were, as nearly
as we could learn, as follows: The vessel was near the island, and crowded
with natives. VWhile trading with them, Ceptain Barnes, whether wisely

or not we can not say, kept @ cutlass in his hand; and, during the trans-
action of some petty trade, had some high words with a noborious chief,
who, fancying himself insulted, seized the cutlass, cut Captain B. through
the body, and then tossed him overboard. This was the signal for a general
massacre. After killing all but one white man and a native of the
Sandwich Islands, whom they took prisoners, they rifled the ship of all
they considered valuable, and then attempted to run her ashore. Not i
succeeding very well themselves, they ordered their prisoners to work the
brig to the Afgfé land,or they would kill them. This they secretly det-
ermined not to do; and, bracing the head-yards one way and the after-yards
in a contrary direction, caused the brig to remain in nearly a stationary
condition., This puzzled them exceedingly; and, fearing a ship might
heave in sight, they determined to scuttle her. Accordingly, a chief
commenced cutting a hole in her side with an axe, which he let fall over-
board after a few strokes. They then determined to set her on fire, which
they did, and left for the shore. She probably burned to the, water's
edge, as she was never heard from afterward.

We learned that the two prisoners were kept in close confinement on
shore, yet kindly treated. We never learned what became of them, yet we
trust they were released from the grasp of these murderous villains, as
several ships visited the island after having heard of the destruction of

the brig, and we know that no whaling captain would leave a thing undone



to rescue them.

[261] Ve took from Pleasant Island two men, one a native of the
Azores, or Western Islands, and the other a New Yorker. These men begged
the captain to take them with him, as they were afraid to remain on the
island since the YAt late massacre.

Christmas-day came fround in due season, and, although it did not bring
us roast turkey, yet it did sperm whales. We captured two fine ones on
that day; and, as we finished stowing them down in the hold, New-Year!s-day
came upon us, bringing "more of the same sort", which proved very accept-
able,

On Tuesday, Jamuary 4th, we spoke the "William Tell," of\ Sag Harbor,
Captain Taber, who reported that the "Mohawk" had visited Pleasant Island,
and purchased several articles belonging to the ill-fated "Inga.," The
natives had teken the chronometer apart, and were wearing the wheels and
other parts of it around their necks as ornaments, They also reported
that, had we been alone at the time of ocur late visit to Pleasant Island,
we would certainly have lost our ship and our lives; nothing prevented it
but our being in £f¢ company of the "Roscoe".  When we heard this, we
could but feel that

"There is a divinity that shapes our ends,
Rough hew them how we will."

The following day we spoke the "John Wells," of New Bedford, Captain
Cross. He reported that a mutiny had occurred on board the "William Penn,"
by which Captain Hussey had been murdered by @ Kanak@e. cevescescscesssss

Captein Hugsey [262] also met with the seme fate that he consigned one

of his own crew to. He murdered his fellow-man in cold blood, and hes in
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his turn, died a violent death.

The reader must not think, from reading these scenes of violence and
murder, that they were continually occurring in this part of our globe.
On the contrary, the natives there are generally well-disposed and peace-
able; but at this time tﬁe islands were thronged with miserable beach-
combers ~ men whose only object andfdesire appeared to be blood and plunder.
The majority of them were escaped convicts from New South Wales, and a
more bloodthirsty set of villains never went unhung,

Wie were now nearly forty months from home, and we found it necessary
to prolong the voyage another season. To do this, however, we must have
more provisions (bread, meat, and flour) then we % now had on board. %
These could be obtained more advantageously at Hong Kong than at any other
port, and our captain accordingly determined to steer for that port. Om
Sunday, Janusry 16th, spoke her majesty's brig of war "Serpent", S.W.
Hanmett, acting commander. Captain H. [263] inquired very particularly
concerning gagé the late transactions at Pleasent Island. On taking his
leave, he expressed his determination to proceed to the Group, visit all
the islands, and rid them of the rascally beachcombers that infested them.

We touched at the island of Rota, one of the Ladrones, on Tuesday,

January 25th, and procured a quantity of fruit, hogs; efCe secsecocccncens



CUTTING OFF OF BRIG 'INGA' 1852

Essex County Mercury and Danvers Courier (Weekly), Salem, 6.4.1853.
!f:rf Pq.J’Zo &G, f L

NEWS FROM THE PACIFIC
In the ship news will be found a letter from our correspondent at the
Feejee Islands. The bark Maid of Orleams, of Salem, there reported, has

gince arrived at Menila, and a letter from a passenger on board of her

gives the following paftiff¥/ particulars of a disaster to one of the

New Bedford whalers:

"As we were on our way here, we passed Pleasant Island. We hove to, and
the natives crowded on deck as usual., After a while, some white men
came from the opposite side of the island, and informed us that three weeks
previous, which would be about the 28th of December, 1852, the American
whale ship Inca [sic.], Capt. Barnes, of New Bedford, had been cut off at
that place. The nstives threw the captain, officers, and all or a part
of the whites who composed her crew, overboard; then robbed the vessel of
what they wished, and let her drift away. The natives reported to our
informents that three white men, were taken ashore and murdered the next
day; but as the tribe they lived with were at war with those who had
committed the deed, it was not known whether the story was true or ﬁ;;;;
wA part of the men were Kanakas, from different islands. The natives
gpared their lives, and they are on the igland still. One of the white
men who gave us the information, went on board the Inda [sic.], and was

the first that was thrown overboard. He made his escape in one of the

anas [sic.] that was alongside. He had formerly been one of the Inca's
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crew, and had left her a year previous to the disaster. The natives
manifested no hostile feelings towards us, and it was said that their

teking of the Inca was an act of revenge, for former insults.™

Same report in Salem Gagzette 1.4.1853.
In a C.P.I. Ed. Note it is stated: "The correct name of the ship is
probably Inga, named for S.H. Ingalls the agent.

fPrRECPOPORROEO OO

Boston Post 20.6.1854

Seth H. Ingalls, Esq. agent of the late whaling brig Ingra [sic.], of

New Bedford has received official information from B.F. ANGEL, U.S.

Consul at Sandwich Islands confirming the report of the brig Inga having
been cut off at Pleasant Island by the natives sometime in the fall of

1852, and that all the crew then on board were murdered, knocked or

driven overboard by the natives and drowned, except one white man T.J. Blair
and two natives. Blair states that he and the two natives with him were

knocked or driven overboard and remained in the water until evening.

The two natives were from the Byron Island. He also states that previous
to hig being knocked overboard, he saw a number of the officers and crew
also knocked and driven overboard. The brig was afterwards fallen in with
by #f¢ Brem ship Republic, when the survivors were taken off, and the

vessel set on fire.




CUTTING OFF OF BRIG INGA 1852

The Daily Mercury (New Bedford) 20.4.1853.

LATE WHALING INTELLIGENCE
Reported Capture of Brig Inga of New Bedford, and probable Murder of her
crew. - We have received from Hong Kong the following accounts of the
cutting off of the brig Inga of New Bedford, at Pleasant Island, in
November last, andthe massacre of her company. It is difficult to say
whether entire credence should be given to these reports - which we copy
from Hong Kong Journals but there are many reasons to fear that the
accounts may prove well founded. The following is from the Hong Kong
Register. Shipping News. - The Barthelemew Gosnold, Capt. Heustis,
American whaler, arrived here on the 7th inst. She reports that she met
the Napoleon whaler, off Pleasant Island, one of the Caroline group, on
board of which vessel was a sailor belonging to the crew of the brig Inga
of New Bedford, Capt. Barnes, who stated that the natives of the above
island ceme on boerd the Inga, under pretence of trading, and attacked
and murdered the captain and all the white portion of the crew, with the
exception of the narrator. They then plundered the vessel, and attempted
to scuttle her, but not being able to do so, they set fire to her. The
fire went out, and they likewise failed in an attempt to run the vessel
on shore, as & strong current and a fresh breeze off the island carried
her out to sea. During the stay of the Bart, Gosnold, the natives brought
off money to the ship for the purchase of tobacco. There were two white
men on the igland at the time, One of them bought the chronometer of th_e

Inga from the natives, and took it on board the Mohawk, Captain Swain,

and gave it to him to send to the owners. Since then, one of the two men
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has arrived in the John Wells, of New Bedford, and corroborates the 2bove

account.

The statement of the person last mentioned we give below. Capt. Lester

of the Hannibel, of New London, who reports the same story, adds that

H.M. brig Serpent had learned the particudars of the occurrence at WgrZis
Wellington's Islands, and that she sailed for the purpose of inguiring into
the matter. The following is the statement of George Meyhew, relative

to the cutting off of the brig Inga, which we copy from the Friend of

China newspaper:

"I arrived at Pleasant Island in January 1852, in the brig Inga, Capt.
Barnes,; and by my own request was left ashore there, and remained about
twelve months, On the 28th November, 1852, in the forenoon, a vessel hove
in sight which I boarded in a gg#f canoe (and a crew of natives) and she
proved to be the Inga. Upon my arrival I found the brig crowded with pg
natives who had left the beach before me. Capt. Barnes came cut of the
cabin from breakfast as I was getting over the rail, and came to me as soon
as he saw me, and asked me if I was any better than when he left me here.
After a few more questions as to what was to be had ashore, etc., he told
me he was going to tack and stand out to fetch our settlement on the next
board, and that he should go and cut the canoes adrift that were tying
astern. He then turned from me and went aft. This was the last I saw
of Capt. Barnes. Shortly after he left me I was seized and thrown
overboard by the natives. I succeeded in getting on board my cance,

and wes obliged to stop there by the natives, who went on plundering the

vessel. After taking the light things that were in the vessel, the
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natives who came with me got into their canoce and paddled ashore. The
last time I saw the vessel she was headed to the eastward with all sail on
her. VWhen I left the island in the ship John Wells, there were two men
living on shore belonging to the brig, and who had been spared by the
natives, but I had no chance to talk to them. One of them was a white
man - the other a native of one of the islands. After cutting off the
brig, I was in continual dread of the natives, as they often threatened to
take my life, and I determined to leave the first opportunity. I
succeeded in doing so on the 3rd of January, 1853, in the John Wells,
Cept. F. Cross, of New Bedford - and that is all I know in relation to the

affair.®
o % 9950 9008

il and o
The Daily Mercury 26.5.1853, after giving a;condensed account of the fore-

going incident, adds:-

There is also a rumofr afloat of a Sydney yfigl¢f whaling brig having been
cut off by the natives, and Mayhew says ff#f they had expressed a deter-
mination to aeize‘ivery vessel they could overpower. This may be in
retaliation for injuries inflicted; but whether or no, it is to be hoped
s ship-of-war will be despatched to the islands to inquire into and put

a stop to this wholesale massacre. The present occasion more immediately
concerns the Americans'; but should they shirk the duty, we trust the

British will undertake it.



THE BRIG "INGAY: NAURU s . 1852

----------------

Mercury copies from Hong Kong Hegister the following important intelligencé
but intimates a doubt as to whether entire credence should be given to the
story: .

The Bartholemew Gosnold, Capt. Houstis, American whaler, arrived here
on the 7th inst., She reports she met the Napoleon whaler off Pleasant
Island one of the Caroline Group, on board of which vessel was a sailor
belonging to the crew of the brig Inga, of New Bedford, Capt. Barnes, who
stated that the natives of the above island came on board the Inga under
preténcd of trading and asttecked and murdered the captain and all the white
.gortion of the crew, with the exception of the narrater. They plundered
the vessel and attempted to scuttle her, but B not being 'able to do so, they
gset fire to her. The fire went out, and they likewise failed in the attempt
to run the brig on shore, as a strong current and a fresh breeze off the laﬁd
carried her out to sea. J§ During the stay of the Bartholomew Gosneld, the
natives brought off money to the ahip for ihe purchase of tobacoo: There
were two white men on the islénd at the time; one of them bought the chronomet-
er of the Inga from the natives and took it on board the Mobawk, Capt Swain,
and gave it to him‘to send to the ewners. Since then one of the two men
has arrived in the John ¥ Wells, of New Bedford, and corroborates the above
accounts, |

Captain Lester of the Hannibal, en New London, who reports the same
story, adds that H.M.brig Serpent had learned the particulers at Wellington

Haland v e
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CUTTING OFF OF BRIG 'INGA! 1852

Boston Daily Atlas 21.4.1853.

Condensed report but states on authority of Mayhew that "the natives

having failed to scuttle the vessel, set her on fire, but the fire also went
out, and they could not destroy her." Before he left the ship in his

canoe "the natives that had gone on board with him loaded the cance with

plunder from the Inga, and paddled ashore'.

299 52909090808 HS

The Republican Stenderd (New Bedford) 22.6.1854.

Repeats the news given in the Boston Post 20.6.1854 from B.F. Angel, but
adds that, after staying in the water till evening, he and the two
natives "swam to the brig, and found that she was then abandoned by the
natives, and that they had taken many valuable articles from the brig
with them. “'ois Capt., Austin, of the Bremen whaleship Republic, states
that he fell in with the brig Inga, March 14th, 1853, in lat. 15 46 N.
lon. 170 B, in a leaking condition masts and rigging having been cut
away, and that he found one vhite man and two natives only on board.

He took from the brig all that could be easily removed that was valuable,

and then set the hull on fire."
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VISIT OF 'WILLIAM TELL' IN 1853 : 1853

Capt. James Taber

MARINE JOURNAL

A letter from Capt. James Taber, of the ship Wm. Tell, of Sag Harbors
dated at sea, Jan. 10, lat. 2 40 N, lon. 166 E, reports her with 1800
bbls wh. oil on board, to legve soon for Ladrone Islands, to recruit

for the Yellow and Artic seas. Capt. Taber writes:- "I made Pleasant
Island six days ago, (Jan. 4) and when 15 miles distant, some two
hundred natives with one white man, came off to the ship. The white
man informed me that the natives six weeks before, had taken the brig
Inga, of New Bedford, and massacred all hands, with the exception of one

white man, who was then on the Island."

Above account from The Daily Mercury (New Bedford) 25.4.1853.




VISIT OF 'MORNING STAR' TO NAURU 1865

The Friend 1.1.1866 (vol.23, 1n0.1s P.2).

MEMORANDA. REPORT OF MORNING STAR.
LA Visited Pleasant Island on the 23rd October. The ship Warhawk,
Capt. Dunbar, touched there on the 12th October from M'Kean's Island, with

1500 tons guano, bound to the Mauritius, all well on board Acpesili

Dittoy pe3.

TENTH CRUISE OF THE "MORNING STAR" THROUGH MICRONESIA.
n,,. After taking Mr. Snow to Ebon, and leaving him with his family, the
Morning Star went down to Pleasant Island - a trip of two weeks down and

back again to Ebon.,

Pleasant Island lies about 50 miles south of the Equator, and has thus

far received no attention from the christian world. Their language has
not been learned by christians, and has but little similarity to any other
language known in the region. Some few words, it is said, resemble those
uged in Ocean Igland. But some of the people who have floated off to other
iglands, have learned a little of Bonabe, Kusaie, Ebon, or the Gilbert
Island langnage. But they know more of the English than of any other
language besides their own. The foreigners, of whom there are now five
on the island, say there are 3,000 people on it: a stout, healthy, and at
the present time, a fleshy people. The Island is about 300 feet high.
Mr, Snow says it is a corel Island to the tops but others, who have never

went [sic.] on the shore, say it is basaltic. It is nearly triangular
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in shape, and is accessible from one point to the other. A man can pass
around it in a day. It abounds with cocoamits and pandanus fruit, and ¥
little effort has been made to introduce any other fruits. Two or three
of the foreigners living on the island are said to be wealthy. One, by
the name of Stewart, an Englishman, told me that a Missionary, if fairly
introduced to the island, would live unmolested by the people. A native
chief also told me that the people would protect and take kind care of fHg
a Missionary, and his family, if they should come to live with them. But
they have the reputation of being a treacherous people. The things they
offered the ship for sale indicate more skill and industry than seen in
almost any other island which we visited. These consisted of mats of ¥£
various shapes and figures, hats, boxes, work-baskets, girdles, belts,
ormements for the head, beads, spears, fish~hooks, &c. Their canoces
were large and commodious, and some would carry 50 or 100 people. All
were made of narrow strips of board, and fastened together by twine made
of the cocoanut fibers; and the most rapid seiling craft used in the

Pacific.

This island is so small, so populous, so accessible on foot or by water
from point to point, so elevated, with so cool an atmosphere - not broken
like Banabe or Strong's Island ~ with a population so robust and heal thy,
that it would seem very desirable, that they be instructed into the
knowledge of the truth before hope of doing them good has gone by,"

esecvoveOOoe



H,M.S. "BAROSSA" AT NAUHU 1872

Captain L.J. Moore, H.M.S. Barossa, at Hong Kong, 25.7.1872, to Vice
Admirel F.A, Shadwell, Commander in Chief, China Station. Report of
Proceedings of H.M,S. Barossa, forming Enc, No.1 in China Letter No.
2216 of 19.8.1872,

L LR B B B

7. At deylight of the 5th June [1872], sighted Pleasant Islend.

At 9 a.m. several canoces came alongside containing pigs, fish, cocoa nuts,
pumpking, etc,

An American named Skillings came off to the ship, he had been on the
Island four years, He informed me the natives were fighting amongst
themselves, and that it was dangerous for Whalers and trading vessels to
touch at the East and N.E. ends of the Island, as the natives there were
vexry treacherocus, There are five whites on the Island, three Englishmen,
an Americen and a Swede, two of the Englishmen have been on the Island X
between 28 and 30 years. They have had a long drought on the Island,
and & great many of the cocoa nut trees have died. An Englishman, named
Thomas also came off, he informed me he had served in H.M. ship "Pelorus"
in Australia, as an AB, and had teken his discharge after 10 years service,
Relative to the kidnapping, he said that the "Eugene" was here 14 months
ago, and took ten natives away by force. The "Midge" and "Prince Arthur',
both of Auckland, were here at the same time, and kidnapped ten natives
betveen them, The "Willy" sldop fz:om. dva.lau, took one native away by
force a year ago. Have had no kidnapping since the "Carl" touched ## here
in October last, but was not successful in obtaining natives.

[»
I sent the cutterpto the Island, but none of the other white men were

seen, they have perhaps, too good & reason for not showing themselves.
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There are some fresh water pools in the middle of the Island, containing
excellent fish, some of which were brought off. The Island has been in
a very impoverished state for some time, end the native wars render it very
unsafe residence for whites.

The whites who came off, wished particularly to warn whale ships and
other merchantmen from communicating at the Bast end of this Island, as
they would probably be boarded and captured by the savages. At 6 p.m.

we proceeded for the Solomon Islands.
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H.M,S. 'Barossa' at NAURU 1872

The Friend 2.70.1872.

Captain Moore, commanding H.B.M's Barossa, lately visiting Pleasant

Island, remarks in a letter dated Hong Kong June 1%th; "On June 5th
I was at Pleasant IslandliTwo white men came off. One, an American,

keeps a book of arrivals, a copy of which I send you:

Brig Carl, J. Armstrong, arrived at Pleasent Island from lMelbourne October
30th, 1871; four months from Levuka; trading for natives. Had 70 on board

from various islands.
Sea Breeze, Wicks, arrived at Pleasant Island from lMebourne April 20th, 1872

Brig Nuuamu, F.W. Hughes, arrived at Pleasant Island May 9th, 1872.

Sailed for Hongkong.

Whaling bark Bartholomew Gosnold, J.M. Willis, six months out, arrived

at Pleasant Island May 18th, 1872.

This man begged I would send a notice to you at Honolulu and other places
for whalers, so as to caution them in coming to Pleasant Island not to go
near the east end of the island, as the natives are at war with the west
#fdj end, where these white men live. They are & desperate set, and if
any mumber of them got on the deck of & ship they # would try to take her,
as they did a small vessel in 1852. Those natives are in great want of
powder and muskets, and this man wishes to warn captains of whalers not to
gell any, or some day some vessel will repent it. The day after I left,

the 6th, I very fortunately fell in with the H.B.M's 5. Blanche, 25 days

from Sidnay, came on the same w as myself."



NAURU ISLAND: BEACHCOMBERS FROM 1873

joods C.F. "A yachting cruise in the South Seas". London, Henry S.
King & Co.s 1875.

[189-191] Wood found on Kusaie "3 white men living in one house, with

a large suite of half-castes of both sexes. They told me that they had
recently arrived from Pleasant Island. They had lighted on the place

like a pestilence; and now, finding there was not much that suited them

at this island, they were anxious to leave again and begged me to teke Yhem
to an island called Providence, which I found, on looking at the chart,

lay considerably to the north. It appears there are only 60 to 70 natives
there; and they gave me the paucity of the natives as one reason why they
wished to be taken there. This I refused to do point blank; for with their
retinue of about 20 Pleasent Islanders and half-castes of both sexes, they
would have soon have cru%;d, demoralized, and possibly enslaved a miserable
population of 60.

To carry them to any island would have been to convey a plague to the
unfortunate inhebitants; and it would be far better that they should drink
themselves to death where they are; before a vessel is found to assisgt
them in their project. They appeared to have gbundance of money, for

they offered me 500 dollars to convey them."
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HAUEU ISLAND 1874

Willaims, Harold (gg,), One whaling family, London, Victor Gollancyg
Ltd., 1964. Part I1I: "The voyage of the Florence, 1873-1874", from
a mamuscript by William Fish Willisms.

The Florence left San Francisco on a whaling voyage on 25.12.18735.

/262/. A few days after leaving Ocean Island, we raised Plecsant Island
of similar formation but larger. The natives came alongside &as

soon as we had "hauled aback" with their cances well stocked and a
brisk trade began which provided us with a good supply of fowl,

pigs, green cocomuts - and some dry ones for the pigs - bananas,
plantaing and yams. We also acquired a stock of straw hats. IMak-
ing these was an art the natives had learned readily from their ex-
perience of weaving mats and tapa. Of course, the shape was poor and
the hats did not vary much in size but they were a big improvement

over & woolen cep, in spite of the losses from blowing overboard.

/283/ Their cances were expertly adapted to the conditions they had to
meet and extremely interesting. The iglands of the Pacific were orig-
inally discovered and populated by people who came by water

long before the white man knew anything about these islands.

There are evidences on gome of the islands of their occupation by a
race who had disappeared before the present race came into exist-

ence. Where they came from or where the ancestors of the present
inhabitants came from, nobody knows although there are many

guesses as to their origins. They were used to the sea and undoubt-
edly covered long distaences by water in their migrations.

)
The bodies of these cances were what would be called a "dugout";
that isy it was 2 log pointed slightly at both ends and shaped from
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the bottom to produce an overhang and the sides and bottom

smoothed inside and outside. In the earlier days, they used fire to
hollow out the canoce and the finishing was done with sharp-edged
shells. But a dugout would be a very dangerous craft to launch or
land in g surf or get far on the open sea. Therefore, they added an
outrigger on one side consigting of a straight piece of light wood,
six to twelve inches in diameter depending on the size of the canoce,
and about two-thirds the length of the canoce, The outrigger rests
in the water and is attached to the cance by a framework of wood
resting on top of the sides and fimmly fastened to it with sennit seig~
ings made from cocomut fiber. A small platform is fastened to this
fremework on which they carry everything they want fto keep

dry or out of the way. This outrigger gives stability to the canoce
and makes it very seaworthy. a small leg-of-mutton sail is usually
carried, but as the outrigger must always be kept to windward, the
mast is shifted to the other end of the canoce when they tack ship.

Some of the islands preserved their ancient war canoes with their
carved stem and stemn posts rising several feet above the body of the
canoe. They were kept in buildings erected for their protection as
they were used on rare occasions only.

The canoes are propelled with paddles when not under sail, and
these are rather artistically decorated in carved and colored de-—
signs which vary in the different island groups. The blade is
/284/ generally long, tapering to a point with the greatest width at the
upper end. The canoe of the Kanaska is not a gpeed craft, either un-
der sail or paddle, and is not to be compared in any detail with the

canoes of the Solomon Islands which are not equipped with out-
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riggers tut are seaworthy and fast.

A boat had been sent ashore to get supplies which could net be
brought out by the canoces in sufficient quantity to satisfy our de-
mend. When it returned, one member of the crew was missing., It
appeared that he had slipped into the dense underbrush that grew
close to the beach and, although a search was made by the natives, he
could not be found and the boat returned without him. The headman
of the island assured the mate that they would have him in a day
or two, but when my father learned who the man was, he decided
the man was not worth waiting for. We left him to become a
"heachcomber!, the meanest and lowest expression that can be found
in a sailor's vocabulary. Of course, we never knew what became
of him and he may have had the good luck to get away on a whaler
or trader although few captains would teke a white man off the
beach in those days unless they were very shorthanded. The
type of man who would run away on such an island was generally
so lagy and worthless that the natives soon tired of his company and
one day he would disappear.

The cences had left the ship and we were on our course, rapidly
leaving the igland astern, when a native walked aft with a few straw
hats he had been unable to sell. Although the island was several
piles off, ke put the hats togetber, giudc them on hisc head, walked
to the taffrail end stepped off. He went down to his armpits and
then struck out for the island @s unconcerned as I might have been
when walking down the street on a short errand. I have often
thought since that if we had been more interested in finding out

how this native came to be left aboard, & verrible tragedy might
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have been averted. But we sailed on and Soon were the only visible
evidence of life in a vast expanse of water.

During the dog watch, a sailor came aft with a native who had
stowed away forward and who made it quite clear that he wanted
/285/ to remain as & member of the crew, although this was communi~
cated by signs as he could not speek a word of English, He was
rather a likely looking native, epparently in good heal th, ANAXRAXKEAILE
evidently older than the two men we shipped at Ocean Island and not
quite so cheerful in looks and manner. He had a peculiar Malay cast
to his features which was unusual in a Kenaka from the dislands of that
area. 1t seemed like a rather happy ending to our runawey affair,
so the usugl formalities were gone through and Sam Kanska be~
came a member of the crew and he was given an outfit from the slop
chest., The proper record of both the desertion end the stowaway
were entered in the log and the episode was closed; at least, so
we thought.
/292/.  Soon after leaving New Ireland, the first mate infommed my father
that Sam Kanaka, who stowed away at Pleasant Island, was acting /293/
queerly and some of the men forward thought he should be put in
irons. I¥RKEY Sam was called aft and my father talked with him, but as
he had learned only & few words of English, it was hard to deter-
mine what was troubling him and he was evidently distressed over
something. His eyes had & rather wild and worried ezpression
but he made no complaint egainst any of the men and he was evidently
not being ill-treated. The Kanakas from Ocean Island were as

much mystified by his actions as we were and they did not understand

his language, 1t was finally concluded that he was homesick and that
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it would wear off as he became better acquainted with his shipmates.

/294/ «seeves AL that moment. the young Germen sailor whom I had

left apparently asleep on deck walked aft, very white in the face ut
erect, whth his amms around his abdomen. /295/ «eeeees It was now known
that the madman had drawn the sheaf knife from the German sailor's belt

end given him one terrible slash across the abdomen. He then made a slash
ot one of the Ocean Island Kanskas who jumped in time to save himgelf,
although the knife cut his shirt, and he took %o the forerigging. All

the other men on the deck at the time ran aft. The yell I heard was

made by the Kanska, I believe, who jumped for his life. When the

madman dropped into the forecastle, he cut the man sitting on the steps
twice as he passed him, The man sprang up tBe steps and fell dead on
deck. Th.e madman, not finding anyone in the forecastle, rushed on

deck and started aft when he was confronted by the boatsteerer with

his iron poised to dart, so the madmen went back into the forecastle.

/296/ «seesss He kept jumping in and out of the berths until finally

s rifle tullet caught him and he lay sprawled on the floor of the

forecastle, dead. [The Gemman died the next dayl.
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NAURU TISLAND 1880

Finschy O. "Ornithological letters from the Pacific. = No.VII., Nawodo
(Pleasant Island)". ihe Ibis, 4th ser., vol.V, no.XVIII (April, 1881),
PP245-249,

Visit on Hernsheim & Co. steamer Pacific in company with Captain Hernsheim,

a pertner in the firm. Island also called Onawero. Anous stolidus and

9

trepsilas interpres [Turnstove] seen as pets in houses. Latter highly
esteemed and kept in nicely made cup-shaped cages. Here it is used for
fighting purposes like figﬁting—codks in England.

Pp.2/8-9. Description of capturing the frigate birds by means of a bolas
and use ofég;;:'decoys. Bird catchers tabud by chiefs and do no’ other
work. No use made of birds, the only prize of the sport being to possess
the greatest mumber as a privilage and attribute of chieftainship. One
chief bent on getting 60 and needed only 12 more, 30 having been obtained

by one catcher and 18 by another.

pate of visit 29.7.1880,
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HAUFU ISLAYD 1881

Victor, Prince Albert and Prince George of Wales. "The cruise of Her Majesty's
Ship 'Bacchante'. 1879-1882., Compiled from the private journals, letters,
and note-books of Prince Albert Victor and Prince George of Wales, with
sdditions by John N, Dalton". 2 vols. London, Macmillan and Co., 1886.
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Vol.II, pp.6-7. [P.6] "Sept. 21st [1881] - At 8,30 A.M. sighted Pleasant
Island, about twenty miles off north quarter west. It is a very small island
about four miles in diesmeter, lying in Lat. 0°35'S. and Long. 166°49'E.; it
ig said to have been so named on account of its being situated in a most
unpleasant temperature, This or another similar island near the line,

"hich, bat the loé?iest in a lonely sea,"
would be that on which Enoch Arden is supposed to be cast [7] away in his
return voyage from China at the end of the last cnetury, and where he

"Set in this Eden of all plenteusness,

Dwelt with efermal summer ill content;

ihe blaze upon the waters to the easgt,

The blaze ppon kis island overhesd,

The blaze upon the waters to the west."
lhe flagship stood in towards the island, and two canoes and g whaler
appavently put off to her, ‘e could see on the west side of the island a
number of Imts and groves of cocoa-nut trees. The flagship semaphored when
she rejoined the sduadron in the evening: YA civil war on the island, An
esceped convict is king. A1l hands constently drunk: no fruit or vegetables
to be obtaineds nothing but pigs and cocoa-nuts, The present island-king

yants a missionary. He was evidently hungry." After passing the island



MURDER OF MITCHELL ON NAURU 1883

J.R. Le Hunte, Special Judicial Commissioner, Report of cruise of HMS
'Espiegle', dated Sydney 10th Oct., 1883.

16. I was informed here [Tabiteueal of the recent murder of the natives
of Pleasant Island (lying about 460 miles West of Taputoues) of an English-
man called Mitchell, who had at one time served in the Royal Navy. From
inquiries I learnt that this man bore a bad character, and that he had met
his death when taking part in a native fight, being then under the influence
of liquor. He had been resident there for many years and is said to have
in possession at the time of his death of a considerable amount of Gold,
which is supposed to have been appropriated by another trader there, not a
British subject, who has since left the Islands. Our time being limited
the nature of these circumstances did not call specially for a change in

the route which the Captain had laid out, and which did not pass anywhere
near Pleasant Island. The Pleasant Islanders, and more especially the
women, were described to us as the finest in this part of the Pacific, and
their island as exceptionally rich in native food and produce. These Aff
attractions have made it a favourite place of call, and drawn there men of
various nationalities, of the worst character. T™e natives freely indulged
in liquor and encouraged in every vice, and said to be fast decreasing. A
Solomon Islander, if I remember right, whom I f#ﬁﬁﬁﬁéﬁ met subsecuently,

and who had been a servant of Mitchell's at the time he was killed, stated
that the place had become 'too hot for Englishman to go there now'; from

which its condition may be inferred to be bad indeed.
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WAURU ISLAND 1887

N
Missionary Herald, August 1888, p.350.

Of this Mr Vallup writes Pleasant Island is not a Gilbert Island
proper but long ago Gilbert Island waifs introduced toddy drinking and
dancing and held to their language until now one half of the people
speak Gilbert,

Here the beachcombers have, for forty years, been helping Satan
with their vices. We were on the windward side when we left the vessel,
but we could not land because the waves were too high, but two men swam
off to us - one was a Gilbert Tslander and when we told him of our wishes
to leave a missionary he piloted us to the Chiefl of that tribe.

On landing and asking them to receive a missionary, some replied
that they wanted their drinking end their dancing., Then the Chief said
then that their food would be tabooed, A trader from a firm at Jaluit
seid the Chief had heard reports from the Marshall Islends that were un-
favourable, but perhaps the Chiefs of the next tribe would receive a
missionary.

Thus we passed on to another tribe, where the treders were willing
to assist in allaying the prejudices of the people. We also found that
more could tzlk Gilbert. The Chief Wanikia also asked ahout the
missionaries tabooes. Vhen a fitting reply had been gziven him, he said
leave him; "I will build a house tomorrow". Thus Timotea, or Timothy,
with his wife and children have a place to let the light shine in the

dense darkness,



The severe drought will soon bring a famine unless heavy rains come
quickly.
—
The tribal and family wars here are reducing the population of 1,000
rapidly, but there @ [are] hopes of fewer deaths as the selling of fire-
arms and ammunition is forbidden.
This report from the Gilbert Group is not on the whole encouraging,

a wave of heathenism seems to have swept over the Gilbert Islands, which

you must heartily pray will be only btemporary in its effects.




OCEAN ISLAND AND NAURU IN 1894

Missi Herald, June 1895, p.239. i

Banaba or Ocesn Island is & way off to the east, but some two
vessels have visited it this last year buying their shark fins.

The Church work is steady, but school children must help to fish
or go hungry, thus the teacher has no regular school day, but a good
Sabbath school. We notice one great change: not a canoe comes after
us on the Sabbath as on former visits.

Neauru or Pleasant Island is under the German protectorate, and
last year the teachers were taken away at the request of the German
Commissioner. Now numerous letters come from Chiefs and people asking
for books end visits from the missionary's vessels. They are keeping up
their schools started by our teachers and they report ZOOV;till
studying.

I made a visit to Jaluit to interview the Commissioner in regard
to them. This new Commissioner has been told that the Chiefs hated the
teachers and thus they were sent eway. When told that such was not the
cese and when he saw the many letters to the teachers he promised to
vieit the place himself if possible or to send to make an investigation.
He could not return the teachers without the Chiefs' consent, but books
might be sent to them at any time. I have sent them a box of Bibles
and they have the Word of Life and are able to read if no teacher is

permitted to return.



EXTRACT FROM LETTER DATED 10TH JULY, 1899

WRITTEN TO MR. J. T. ARUNDEL, LONDON BY MR. H. E. DENSON

A gleam of sunshine has come in a discovery
which I think will prove extremely wvaluable to the P.I.
Coy, and I have no doubt the Company will recognize this

During my trip round in the "Archer" on a tour
of inspection on account of Messrs. James Morrison & Coy,
when I went to report and wvalue the wvarious properties,
amongst other places we landed at Frezzent Island, and I
was so struck with the peculiar formation of the place,
that I devoted most of the time at my disposal, which only
happened to be one day, to inspecting and exploring the
Island, one particular cave, called "Orakar" is, I believe,
the crater of an extinct volcano on the inside of which
I found what I believed to be a fossil tree, buried amongst
rocks of strange and fantastic shapes. The fossil was
irregularly round and foliated, or more properly speaking
of circular stratified appearance, and I fancied I could
trace the sections of an ancient tree from the core, ring
by ring, until the outer bark was reached. The fossil
bore evidence of a wvery great age. With the implements
carried by our party, a crowbar and pickaxe, we broke off
two blocks of this supposed fossil and removed it from
the rim of the crater. The fossil was undoubtedly in situ,
and was held firm by the roots and branches of the Banyan
Trees and climbing convolvulous. The two blocks broken
off were carried down some four miles to the boat. The
specimens weighed about half a cwt.

I showed the specimens to Professor David and
Father Curran, and they both confirmed my opinion and
said that undoubtedly they were those of a fossilized
tree, and they were very anxious to obtain my specimens
for the Museum here.

Mr. G.C. Ellis will remember the specimens, they
were on the floor of my laboratory and were used to keep
the door open. The first time Mr. A.F. Ellis saw the stone
he was struck with its appearance, and said it looked like
Rock Guano, as he had seen specimens very much like it.

Last week Mr. Ellis chipped off a piece and
after applying the usual rough test, found Phosphate



present and he at once put it through a quantitive analysis,
and proved it to contain 78 per cent of Phosphate of Lime.
Now as to the quantity of this deposit, I would not attempt
to go into figures, the amount on Frezzent Island is simply
enormous, the whole Island is one mass of rock of this
nature.

The highlands of Frezzent Island are covered with
queer shaped, fantastic looking rocks and stones. You would
imagine you were in a country of old ruins. From a short
distance one imagines he sees rough pillars of apparently
broken walls, etc. all composed of this black and gray
cindery stone. These apparent ruins rise from 20 to 30
feet above the ground in all sorts of peculiar shapes and
all over-grown with huge creepers chiefly convolvulous.

Although I used the word Cindery in appearance
the rock is not Cindery in substance, but extremely hard,
and on applying the geological hammer, I found it in every
case similar to that of my supposed fossil.

I have turned up my notebook and find the following
entry

"Jany. llth - 2.10 P.M. arrived at Frezzent Island, raining
hard, went ashore in first boat with Clarke and Flood and
found Mr. Halstead had 19,000 lbs. Copra. We walked to
Deputy Commissioner Youngs place and had a glass of beer
with him. He told us that the "Flink" had been there for

two months endeavouring to load, but the weather was against
her and she was unable to take on board her cargo, and had
left with half a load. In November last they had experienced
a tidal wave which had done a great deal of damage and
destroyed a large amount of trees and property."

nJanuary 1l2th, - Went ashore at 9 A.M. with Mr. Halstead
and Mr. Smith, visited "Orakar" Cave, evidently an old crater,
almost circular in shape and about 60 feet deep by about 10
to 12 feet wide. The sides are pitted and scored in places,
but otherwise polished smooth with Convolvulous creepers and
Tamna Trees growing in and out of the rocks and creeping
inside and outside of the crater. The rocks everywhere
showed signs of fire. Around the large crater are numerous
small ones, but only a few feet deep, but the bottoms are
probably false, creepers and dead leaves choking up the
entrance in a solid mass. In one of these small craters, I
found wedged in between two boulders, a fossilized tree.




This tree was evidently in situ, and had been about 2 feet in
diameter. The fact of it being fossilized, shows that it must
have been many years since these volcanos were active.

Frezzent Island is oval in shape and 15 miles in
diameter, and nearly all round the coast, the land rises
almost perpendicularly about 50 to 100 feet in height with
occasional hills 300 to 400 feet high. These hills are at
the northern end of the Island. The rocks scattered about
the Island are all Cindery in appearance rough in shape and
full of cavities, but extremely hard. Some of these rocks
rise to about 70 to 80 feet in many fantastic shapes, and
look like ruins of old castles. About the centre is a lagoon
lake of brackish water, and containing fish; the lake is
about sea level and during the dry seasons there is a noticeable
rise and fall. Cocoanuts grow thickly in the valley and on
the low land, but there are very few nuts on the high ground.
We halted and netted some fish from Mr. Halstead's private
reserve. At 2 P.M. we arrived at Amarqua, another cave, this
cave is about 100 feet above sea level. The entrance is under
a huge overhanging rock, it slopes down rapidly about 20 feet,
when you come to water. This water is exceedingly cold and
slightly brackish and there is a slight rise and fall in it,
but as the passage probably reaches the sea about two miles
away at some point at high water mark, this would possibly
account for the few inches rise and fall. Another reason
why I think this is connected with the sea is because a
small amount of drift wood, small pieces of seaweed and
cocoanut shell are to be found. The bottom is covered with
small pieces of coral and broken sea shells, while from three
to six feet up the wall of the cave is solid rock, while
above this the rock looks like the base of the coral worms.
This at once leads one to suppose that it has been formed by
a volcanic upheaval. We waded and swam about 300 yards
inside the cave, the passage opening and narrowing, the roof
was very irregular and a few stalactites of greyish colour,
several about 3 or 4 inches long were noticed. The bottom
was hard rock with a few pieces of waterworn coral here and
there. No living creature was met with, marine life or life
of any kind, but what was most remarkable was to see roots of
trees, about two inches in diameter growing out of the hard
and compact rock many feet from the surface. The Island is
dotted with tall rocky pillars, in all sorts of queer shapes,
some taller than Cocoanut trees, and the coast in places is
studded with these rocks. The water inside the reef is smooth
and flat, but there is generally a heavy sea breaking over it.



Outside the reef is deep water, too deep for vessels to anchor.
they having to drift off and on the land waiting for a chance
to load. The Island has a rich black soil, capable of growing
many things. Fresh water is the chief difficulty, but such is
the formation of the land, it could be easily stored in
reserves which could be built in some of the hollows. There
is a small singing bird here, the colour of a sparrow, and

the shape, song and size of a canary.

The Germans have made no attempt at making roads,
boat passages or sanitary arrangements in any form. This is
very noticeable after passing through the orderly 1little
settlements under English rule in the Ellice and Gilbert
Groups."

The whole Island I firmly believe to be one huge
mass of Rock Guano. How this is to be worked, I cannot
suggest, as you are aware the Island is under German Jurisdiction
and under the German laws, the Jaluit Gescéll Scharft have
sole right to work Guano deposits. I will try and turn up
the regulation for this mail if possible,

There is no doubt about the stuff being what we
say it is and to veryify the foregoing, I enclose a small
sample with this letter, and as regards quantity, I think
the matter need not be considered, it is simply enormous.

This has not been written officially as the
discovery is of such a valuable nature that I deem it wise
for you to have the matter strictly private to act as you
think best.
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TELEPHONE NO.: CANBERRA U 0411.
TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS: ' TERRITORIES '* CANBERRA

DEPARTMENT OF TERRITORIES,
Canberra, -~ = =70 1055
In reply quote No. DR ”g/a ;

Dear Mr. Maude,

I regret not having previously acknowledged
your letter of 17th June, regarding the possibility
of a future home in Fiji for the Nauruans.

I found your information most interesting but,
of course, we are still far from reaching any decisive
stage. I have, however, now been able to consider
closely what our next steps might be and I propose
to discuss this in detail with the Administrator when
he visits Canberra shortly.

After those discussions, end further consideration
of the problem resulting from them, I shall write to you
again.

With many thenks for your valuable assistance
thus far.

Yours sincerely,

(C. R Fambert)
Secretary.

H.E., Maude, Esg., O.B.E.,
2 Netherby Street,
WAHROONGA, N.S.W.



STATEMENT OF NAURUAN DELEGATION ON POLITICAL
AND CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES

The Nauruan Delegation is seeking the agreement of the Partner
Governments that Nauru should become an Independent State on

31 January 1968, in accordance with the terms of the resolutions
adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations in 1965 and
1966. In this Statement, therefore, the Delegation sets out the
more important matters on which decisions will have to be made
before independence is attained, expresses a tentative opinicn

as to the form these decisions might take, and suggests a
programme which would enable the necessary work to be done within
the time available.

As soon as the Partner Governments have agreed that Nauru should
become independent, it will be necessary to initiate in the

United Nations the procedure for the termination of the Trusteeship
Agreement. Before terminating the Agreement, the United Nations
will wish to be satisfied that the Partner Governments have
provided the Nauruan people with an adequate opportunity to
prepare for the island's future as an Independent State. The

most important part, though by no means the whole, of those
preparations consists of the drafting, consideration and enactment
of a Constitution of Nauru. We shall, therefore, first discuss

matters relating to the Constitution.
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We consider that Nauru should become a republic and should be

known as the Republic of Nauru. Its form of government should be
based on the British parliamentary system, but this should be
modified in certain ways to suit local circumstances. The political
structure should be as simple as possible, in view of the small

gsize and population of Nauru.

The Constitution should include, inter alia, the following Parts:
(1) Fundamental Rights; (2) The President; (3) The Executive;

(4) The Legislature; (5) The Judiciary; (6) The Public Service.
We shall briefly discuss each of these subjects.

Fundamental Rights. It is unnecessary, at this stage, to discuss
the contents of the provisions on Fundamental Rights. The United
Nations, constitution-making bodies in many countries, and other
organizations have given much attention to this subject in recent
years. As a result many excellent models exist, which can provide a
basis for discussion of the particular requirements of Nauru.

It is now generally agreed that the inclusion of provisions dealing
with the Fundamental Rights of the people in a COnstiﬁution is
desirable.

The President. We consider that the President should be elected

by the Legislative Assembly, that he ghould vacate office within
a specified period after the commencement of the first session of
the Assembly following each general election, and that the Assembly

should be required to conduct a mew election to the office of
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President shQrtly before his vacation of office. The serving
President should be entitled to nominate for re-election. The
President should perform the formal duties of a Head of State and
also be the head of the executive government.

During any period in which the President was absent from Nauru

or incapacitated, his duties should be performed by the Deputy
Leader of the Government, as Acting President.

The Executive. The Constitution should provide for the vesting of

executive power in the President and a Cabinet of Ministers.

The role envisaged for the President in the executive government
is a dual one. He would perform certain formal acts, such as
assenting to orders and regulations made by Cabinet or a Minister
in accordance with the powers delegated to them by law. He
should also, we consider, be the chief Minister, selecting the
other Ministers, and presiding over meetings of Cabinet. The
other Ministers, who should be three or four in number, should be
selected from members of the Legislative Assembly. One of the
Ministers should be appointed by the President as Deputy Leader
of the Covernment. He would act as the principal spokesman for
the Covernment in the Assembly. Whenever he was serving as
Acting President, another Minister would be appointed to perform
his duties in the Assembly.

The dual position proposed for the President in the executive

government presents some difficulties; but, in view of the small
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size of Nauru, it does not seem desirable to create two separate
offices of President and Premier, respectively. The principal
difficulty relates to the relationship between the Cabinet and

the Legislative Assembly. 1t is felt that the Cabinet - including
the President, as its leader - should be collectively responsible
to the Assembly, as in a normal parliamentary system. In the
event of Cabinet's defeat on an issue of confidence, both the
President and the other Ministers should resign. In this event,
the resignation of the Ministers, other than the President, should
take effect immediately. The President should remain in office,
however, till a new election to the Presidency had been completed.
If the Assembly should fail to complete such an election within

a specified period (of perhaps seven days), the President should
dissolve the Assembly and order the holding of a general election.
These arrangements would ensure that the office of President

was never vacant, while preserving the responsibility of Cabinet
to the Assembly. It may be considered, however, that they could
lead to an undue number of changes in the tenure of the Presidency .
We do not think that this would be so in practice. Any holder
of the Presidency would be likely to take pains to retain the
confidence of the Assembly; and, in the circumstances of Nauru,
it seems unlikely that there will be violent or rapid changes of
political opinfon.

The Legislature. The Legislative Assembly should be composed
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wholly of members elected by Nauruan citizens of adult age, under
a system of universal suffrage. The number of members should not
be large; but it should be sufficient to provide a reasonable
assurance that the President could select, as Ministers, members
who both possessed adequate experience and ability and also held
views on matters of policy broadly similar to his own. This
requirement perhaps suggests that the number should be about
fifteen.

The President should open and close each sessfon of the Legislative
Assembly. At all other times, a Speaker should preside. The
Speaker should be elected by members of the Assembly from among
their own number. At the opening and closing of sessions, the
President should present a statement outlining the work and
intentions of the Government. At other times, as stated earlier,
the principal spokesman for the Government would be the Deputy
Leader of the Government.

The Judiciary. The Judiciary should consist of a District Court

and a Supreme Court; and provision should be made for appeal from
decisions of the Supreme Court. The District Court should be
presided over by Magistrates. We are of opinion that the Supreme
Court should be presided over by a Judge, who should be qualified
as a barrister or solicitor and should be ordinarily resident

in Nauru during his term of office. We consider that, in land
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cases, the Judge should sit with Nauruan Assessors. It would
perhaps also be desirable that Assessors should be appointed for
the hearing of criminal cases involving charges of murder or other
serious offences.

13 The provisions of a system of appeal from decisions of the Supreme
Court presents some difficulties. We hope that it will be possible
to appoint as Judge of the Supreme Court a lawyer of standing and
experience. It would therefore be unacceptable to provide for a
Court of Appeal in Nauru consisting of a single Judge, especially
as that Judge would have to be brought to Nauru when sittings of
the Court were required and would thus, however learned he might
be in the law, be lacking in the local experience that his
colleague in the Supreme Court would possess. To bring three
Judges to Nauru for sittings of the Court would be cumbrous and
expensive. We are of opinion that this problem would be most
satisfactorily resolved if the Commonwealth of Australia would
agree that appeals from the Supreme Court of Nauru should lie to
the High Court of Australia.

14 We consider that Nauruan Magistrates should be appointed by the
President, acting on the advice of a Judicial Service Commission
consisting of the Judge of the Supreme Court (as chairman) and
two other members appointed by the President, acting on the advice
of the Cabinet. We consider that the Judge of the Supreme Court

should be appointed by the President, acting on the advice of Cabinet.
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The Public Service. The Constitution should provide a form of

control for the Public Service. 1In this regard, the following
requirements will have to be borne in mind: economy and
simplicity; efficiency; and the protection, so far as possible,
of public servants against political influences that might affect
their careers. The last requirement could be satisfied most
completely by establishing a Public Service Commission. We
consider, however, that the formation of such a body would be an
extravagance, and would represent an unwarranted elaboration

of the machinery of government, in view of the small size of the
Nauruan public service. We are inclined to the view that control
of the Public Service should be vested in the head of the department
associated with the President, in his capacity of chief Minister.
This department might be designated the Secretariat and its head
the Chief Secretary. The day-to-day work of staff management would
be performed by a staff officer, responsible to the Chief Secretary.
This arrangement has its difficulties, as the Chief Secretary would
be responsible to the President, a political figure. They could

be minimized by the inclusion in a Public Service Act of detailed
provisions setting out the regard that should be paid to seniority,
qualifications, etc.,, in making appointments and promotions.

It should also be provided that preference be given to Nauruan
citizens in the making of appointments and promotions.

There should be a Public Service Board of Appeal; but consideration
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should be given to excluding certain of fices such as that of

Chief Secretary, from its jurisdiction. In the case of offices
not subject to appeal, appointments might be made by the Chief
Secretary, with the approval of Cabinet.

Later in this Statement (paras. 25-26) we offer some comments

on the structure of thé administrative services.

A number of other matters will, of course, need to be dealt with
in the Constitution; but it does not seem necessary to refer

to them in this statement. We would emphasize again that the ‘
proposals we have outlined above dohot represent our final
conclusions, let alone those of the Nauruan people. They have
been included for quite other reasons: to demonstrate that we
have already given considerable thought to the way in which Nauru
might be governed as an Independent State; and to show that a
solution to the constitutional problems of Nauruan independence 1is,
{n broad outline at least, already within sight.

Another problem of a constitutional character, however, is one
that must be resolved at the present stage. This relates to

the manner in which the Constitution of Nauru should be enacted.
The Constitution could be enacted by the Parliament of the
Commonwealth of Australia; alternatively, it could be adopted and
enacted by the Nauruan people, through their chosen representatives,
in a Constituent Assembly or Constitutional Convention. We

believe that the latter method is greatly to be preferred.
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The adoption of the Constitution by a broadly representative
Nauruan body would ensure that every provision in it had obtained
specific Nauruan approval. It would ensure that those preparing
the draft had constantly borne in mind the question of whether a
provision was likely to prove acceptable to Nauruans. And it would
ensure that, when the Constitution came into force, it would be
regarded by the Nauruans as one that they had given themselves,

not as one that had been imposed by outside authority. All these
factors would increase Nauru's prospects of continuing political
stability and make it less likely that the Constitution would
require substantial amendment for a long time.

There is, however, a further reason for preferring local enactment.
A Constitution enmacted by the Commonwealth Parliament would
preserve the link between the law of Nauru and that of Australia
and, through it, with the law of England. Local enactment could
sever that link and ensure that the law of other countries remained
{n force in Nauru only within the limits that the Constitution of
Nauru and Nauruan law provided.

A decision that the Constitution should be enacted locally would
require immediate consideration of the steps necessary to the
attainment of that objective. 1If Nauru is to attain independence
by 31 January 1968, work will have to begin without delay on

the preparation of constitutional proposals and the examination

of legal problems. Arrangements will have to be made for the
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election in September or October of a Constitutional Convention;
and the Convention will have to complete its work before the end

of the year. (It would be desirable that the Constitution of

Nauru should be adopted in time for it to be presented to the
General Assembly of the United Nations before it adjourns for
Christmas.) Such a programme would require the full co-operation
of the Partner Governments, in particular by their making available
the expert legal and other assistance that will be necessary .

23 In regard to the formation of a Constitutional Convention, we
believe that we could draw substantially on the experience of
Western Samoa. For example, the membership of the Constitutional
Convention of Western Samoa included the elected members of the
Legislative Assembly and three additional representatives of each
constituency. We believe that membership along similar lines
would be suitable in our own case.

24 The matter of a Constitutional Convention brings us to another
problem - that of instituting Nauruan citizenship - since it is
desirable that those who elect the members of the Convention should
be persons who will possess Nauruan citizenship after independence.
We recognize that citizenship is not determined by race but by the
place of birth of an individual and by that of his father. Also,
it is usual to provide means by which a person who has been resident
in a country for a substantial period may acquire citizenship by

naturalization. None the less, it is our desire that Nauruan citizenshi



25

) Tt LN TR e § Rl amae L Y

11

should be largely restricted to those who are Nauruan by descent.
Because of the small size and limited resources of the island,

and the high rate of increase of the Nauruan population, no other
policy is open to us. We do not wish that those who come to

Nauru to work in the phosphate industry should acquire the right to
apply for naturalization. We are prepared, however, to admit to
the privileges of citizenship a small number of persons of
non-Nauruan descent who are permanently resident on the island.
This raises two questions. On what conditions should non-Nauruans
who have long been resident in Nauru be allowed to opt for Nauruan
citizenship when it is first introduced? What conditions should
apply to later applications for naturalization? These are questions
to which immediate attention should be given. On one matter, our
opinion is already clear: the problems of 'dual citizenship' that
may result from the admission of non-Nauruan to Nauruan citizenship
must be minimized. We think that such persons should be required
to take an oath, in which they would renounce their foreign
allegiance, and that the law of Nauru should provide for the loss
of Nauruan citizenship by any citizen exercising any right pertaining
to the citizenship of another country. More generally, we believe
that the present Nauruan Community Ordinance will provide

important guide-lines for the drafting of citizenship legislation.
The next problem to which we wish to turn is that of the structure

of the administration. This concerns, particularly, the relationship



26

12

between Ministers and departments. Ministers will be dependent
upon the advice of their senior permanent officers; and these
officers, in turn, must be persons possessing the capacity to work
closely with Ministers and to offer them advice on issues of
policy. Because of the small size of the Nauruan public service,
we cannot expect to have many officers of the quality and
experience required; nor, indeed, wouli?he economically sound for
us to obtain the services of a greater number of such men than

is necessary, Moreover, the duties of the heads of some existing

departments demand professional or technical knowledge, rather

than the general administrative ability to which we have been referring.

We therefore believe that the present departmental structure should
be reorganized and the number of departments be decreased, so that,
as far as possible, each Minister would be responsible for only

one department, It would then become possible to appoint as heads

of department officers able to work effectively with their Ministers.

We have ourselves given some preliminary thought te the form that
the reorganized departmental structure might take. We believe that
we can make satisfactory arrangements for the preparation of
detailed proposals. We would, however, ask the Partner Governments
for their co-operation in any matters on which we, or any person
working for us on this project, may seek advice or assistance.
Further, we believe that, when Cabinet government is introduced

in Nauru, both Ministers and departmental heads will be fully
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occupied for some time in learning to work the new system effectively.
Therefore, we are of opinion that the proposed study should be
undertaken as soon as possible, in order that the recommendations
resulting from it may be considered and brought into force before
independence.

A further subject on which the Partner Governments will, no doubt,
expect us to make some comment is that of external relations.

Since we are seeking the agreement of the Partner Governments that
Nauru should become an Independent State, it will already be clear
that final authority in all matters of external relations will rest
with the Government of Nauru. This does not mean, of course, that

the Government of Nauru will not be ready to enter into treaties

and agreements with other countries or that it will not seek the
assistance of another country, or other countries, in the handling

of Nauruan affairs overseas. But we are convinced that such

treaties and agreements should not be entered into, or such arrangements
be made, until Nauruan independence has been attained. Only

then will the Government of Nauru be able to negotiate with other
governments on terms of legal equality.

There is one matter of a rather special character on which we can
make a positive statement at the present stage. The desire of
the Nauruan people to retain an association with the [British ]
Commonwealth has already been placed on record. This remains

our desire. In view of our small size, we would not expect to



29

30

31

14

take part in all the conferences attended by representatives of
the larger Commonwealth countries. On the other hand, once we
have attained our independence, our relationship with the
Commonwealth would have to be a direct one, not a relationship
through Australia. We hope that the Partner Governments will
inform their fellow members of the Commonwealth of our desire

to maintain an association with them and that a suitable form of
association will be agreed upon.

We would point out that the external relations of Nauru will be
far simpler than those of almost any other independent country.

We have at present only one export; and the disposal of this will
continue to be controlled by agreements. We are at present served
by no regular air-service or shipping line, other than the ships
calling for phosphate. We receive no tourists. Moreover, our
small size will make it impossible for us to take any but the

most limited part in international affairs.

We are, however, aware that there are many matters - particularly
of a technical character - on which decisions will have to be
taken when Nauru becomes independent. Our position, for example,
in relation to postal and radio communications will be changed ,

On matters such as these we should like the assistance of the
Partner Governments during the period of preparation.

In conclusion, we would merely wish to emphasize that preparations

for independence are now a matter of urgency. They will require a
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complete our own work in time to permit Humu to bacm- an

Independent State on 31 January 1968; but we can only do so if
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assistance to which we have referred in vlrim‘m parti of this l§f
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