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STUDENTS ASSQCIATION OF THE lLEIIEBi
JNIVERSTIY OF ADELATDE

20th July, 1972

Mr, R.W. Arland,
Town Clerk,
Corporation of the Clty of Adelaide,

‘Dear Sir,

Referring to your letter 118/72 of 20th
June 1972, I would like ‘o inform you
of the decision of a General Student
Meeting which was held to~day.

The Motion fthat War Veterans Home
should be given $600 from the proceeds
of Prosh Rag! was lost,

The charities nominated by the Meeting
arae:

ABSCHOL
Provisional Revolubionary Govermment
of South Vietnam.

Tburs gincerely,

R.E. Osman,
P. Lloyd,
Progh Co-ordinators,

THE REASCNS TOR THE EXTRAORDINAR]
GENERAL MEETING

To some it may seem to be high handed
to hold an Extraordinary G.S.M. to
reconsider a decision made at a previous
student meeting. Then to bring the
meeting forward so that it hasntt the
required three days notice would seem
to be not only high handed bubt also
unconstitutional.

The reasons for calling the meeting are
as follows:

(1) The probable effect of the decision
to give money to the P.R.G. is to
jeopardise the chance of sslling the
Prosh rags.

(2) The resulb has been that the
Aelaide City Council has withdrawn

its permit for Prosh which means

that anyone selling the Prosh Rag

or collecting funds for Prosh will

be liagble for prosecution,

On the first matter there will be
fifteen thousand Prosh Rags printed

abt a total cost of about $1,600 and
from the reaction from the public so
far many people won't buy the Rag

if part of the money goes Lo the
Provisional Revolubtionary Government
of South Vietnam., If this occurs then
it may be difficult to cover costs and
even 1if costs are covered it could :
mean that the proceeds to ABSCHOL will
be reduced, i

There is also the point that it may be
difficult to get enough students to
gell the Rag 1f the declsion to devote
the half of the proceeds to the

Provisional Revolutionary Government
did nd have popular student support.

After all it was only about 60 students
who voted for it in the first place.

HOW THE MEETING WAS CALLED

Because of this, there was talk wlthin
the 8,A.U.A. fo abandoning the Prosh Rag
altogether but I argued that we couldntt
do this without incurring considerable
expense as the printer had already

ordered the materials and arranged the
ypesetting,

I arranged to have another meeting by

discussing the matter with the
Publications committee who wnanimously
decided to request another meeting
(according to the constitution) for
Wednesday (also according to the
constitution three days notice and

all that). Iyndon Owen and I arranged
to bring out a notice for the Friday
and it was already plarmed to bring
out a broadsheet Monday for the
referendum,

A rgther hasty notice was prepared
which was altered so that the

General Student meeling was to he
held on Monday. This was decided by a
combined Prosh Commlttee - C.E.C,
Meeting., ’

THE REASONS FOR CALLING THE MEETTNG
EARLY

These are:

(1) The Adelaide City Cowncil hed

rescinded the permit for prosh.

| FINALLY

.not 'sell and may also have to pay the

LYNDON OWEN INTERVIEWED ON THTS DAY
ZONTGHT TRIDAY JULY 21st.

The following is a transeript of that
talk.

BOB WILLCOX: Prosh week is a week of
fun and games at Adelaide University.
For some students it 1s just that; an
excuse to let off steam after two
terms work. But for otherg it is an
opportunity to raise money for charity
albeit in a light~hearted way. In
the past, money raised has gone for
charities gsuch as the Animal Welfare
League, The Guide Dogs Associalbion and
pretty regularly the War Veterans Home.
But this year students and Prosh
organisers at a meeting decided to
allocate fifty'per cent of the money
to Abschol and the remainder of the
money to the Provigional Revolutionary
Government of South Vietnam which many -
people assoclate with the Viet Cong,
That decision brought an ifistant and
sharp reaction. R.S.L, State
President, Mr., Tom Eastick denounced
it and referred it to the Chief

Secretary, Mr, Shard. The Adelaide
City Council has refused to provide
Prosh organisers with a permit so
what happens now?

Darrell Warren speaks with the
President of the Adelaide University
Students Association, Mr, Iyndon Owen,

WABREN: - In the past,Prosh Day has
usually provided money for recognised
charities, why all of a sudden has the .
decision been-made to. pass the money

over to a commmist organisation like

P.R.G.?

OWEN: Tt was the mood of-the students
at the time, that made the decision as
to where charitable funds for Prosh
were to go this year.

WABREN: Well, some of it is going to
Abschol.  Why all of a sudden do you
think the mood of the students has
changed? )

OUEN: Well, I.don's know, Tt might
have been that at the meeting a certain
letter from the P.R.G. was read out
beforehand and certainly slicited a
considerable sympathy from gtudenta.

WARFEN: They were asking for money?

QWEN': * No the P.R,G., in fact,
thanled us very much for the money we
had given in the past, not from
Prosh funds but from the V.M,C,, and
students really realised for the
first time what sort of plight people
of South Vietnam were in,

WARHEN: - Well how many people were at
the meeting?

OWEN: I would say there were 200 and
a few more observers around the place
loocking on with interest,

WARREN: And how many were in favour
of giving money to the P.R.G,?

OWEN: Oh, I would say 707

WARREN ¢ Weli aren"t you concerned
or some .of the students concerned
that maybe this money that iz going
to P.R.G. may be used for arms to
fight in Vietnam? . :

OWEN: I was not really aware that the
Viet Cong were moving in the same :
areg as the P.R.G.. Two entirely
different things entirely.

' WARREN: In vwhich way?

OWEN: Well the P.R.G. 1s in Sweden for
" a start.

WARREN: ~The money is still going into
Vietnam, . ‘
OWEN: Yes but the money that we have
provided already has not been used and -
will not be used really wntil-the. .
settlement has been reached in South

(2) Tt would give less time for Lhe
issue to build up in the press.
Already Brigadiep Eastick had condemned
the actlon publicly, Lyndon Owen

was to appear on This Day Tonight

(see transcript), and the matber had
been the subject of Neil Adcocks

talk back session on 5DN, There was
talle that the News planned to make

a featurs of il on Wednesday. The
State Cabinet is said to be discussing
it on Monday. Prosh has received a
lot of unfavourable activity aver
recent years and the committee

meeting wanted the publicity of this
issue to be minimised as much ae
possible.

THE CONSTTTUTTONALITY OF THE
MEIETING

While the constitution says that thres
days notice must be glven for =

reneral student meeting, it alse gives

the President special powers to act in
the interest of students. It was folt

that an early meeting wes in the inter-
est of students,

It doesn't really concern me if the G.S.M
decldes to give HAlf ‘the proceeds to the
PuR.G.. But If it does it should also
accept the faob that the S.A4.U.A. will
have to pay for any loss if the rag does

fines and court costs incurred in
selling a publication on the city

streets and collecting money without a
permit.

Peter Low)e

THE CORPORATTION OF THE CTIY OF ADELATDE

21st July, 1972

Miss R.E, Osman & Mr, P, Lloyd,
"Prosh!Co~ardinators

Dear Madan and Sir,

Receipt is acknowledged of your
letter of 20th instant relating to
the decision reached by the Geneoral
Student Meeting on that date, and you
are advised that as a result, the
Colleclkion Permit imsued by the Right
Honourable the Lord Mayor on 20th
June, 1972, has been withdrawn and is
hereby cancelled, This means that
any collection made by the students on
the 28th July, 1972, would be
unauthorised,

You are adviged that the Right Honourable
the Lord Mayor would congider issuing

a Permit if the beneficiary was

ABSCHOL and any othsr recognised
charltable body or bodies, preferably
including the War Veteranst Homes who
were granted a bubbon day on the day
selected by the Prosh Committee for

its activities., If the Studentst
Association wishes to reconsider its
decigion_and moke .another approach to -~
the City Council, such application

would be favourably considered provided
the Provisional Revolutionary Govern-—
ment of South Vietnam is not ineluded.

As s matter of urgency, would you please
confirm in writing your decision in
this matter.

Yours failthfully,
R.W. ARLAND, TOWN CLERK

[l

Vietnam when people in South Vietnam
can be rehgbilitated properly.

WARREN: Are you absolutely sure at
this point that it won't be used
until there is some settlement?

OWEN: T am as sure as oxe can be

about any organisation that they are
using the funds that you give to them
for the right reason.

WARREN: In this case why has the city
counoll all at once decided not to give
a permit for the whole Prosh day this
year?

OWEN: Quite possi’biy because there is
considerable pressure on the City
Comneil from, well, the R.5.L.

WARREN: In which way is this being
applied? :

OWEN: T couldn's really say for sure in
which way 1t was -applied, but I think
that the city council has been suscept.
ible to R.S.L, pressure. I know we

have had instances hefore especially
with the collection for the War Veterans
Home which we certainly dontt object

ta. We'dontt reglly like being
pressured into things,

WARREN: Well what has the City Council
told you now? :

OWEN: - The City Council has:told us that
we no.longer have a permlt to hold our
Prosh day and to collect funds for
charities until such time as we delete
P.R.G.

WARREN: * Tt seems in the past’ people
have probably:enjoyed Prosh days and
have ‘snjoyed giving money, but.dontt!
you think this:year that people will:
probably be: hesitant about giving
oney to Prosh for an ‘organisation like

' BOB WILICOX

Warren,

the P.R.G.?

QWEN: T don's know,this is what student
have to face when they mske a decision,
These are things they must weigh up when
they make a decision, what the public
reaction will be. The Australian
Government whether we like it or not

has seen fit to bring our boys from
Vietnam; therefor if people disagree
with the government for gending the

boys back, well and good, but I don't
think that this has anything to do

with sending money to P.R.G.

WARREN: Do you think the students would
reconsider their vote and perhaps
nominate another charity, - :

OWEN: It is quite possible. It
depends wh;a.t happens next wsek,

WAREEN: Is it constitutional? Are
they allowed to do thisf? :

OWEN: Well, a decision has been made;
strictly speaking there Has to be
three days notice, for a meeting to be
held' to reconsider, we also come into
problems whether previous decisions

should be overruled, because a couple
of people disagree with it. :

WARREN: What are the chances that if
the permit 1s still refused and you
go - ahead, what happens then?

OWEN: Well we still have students who
are prepared ‘to sell the .rag on the
streets becsuse they feel strongly -
that: the P.R.G. is a charitable thing
to give money. to,

WARREN: And - they are‘prepaz\‘ed*bo
face the ‘congeguences?

OWEN: Well, I presume so, -
WARREN: * Thank you very much.

Iyndon Owen with Daryl

R




“REFERENDUM JULY 26-28

A BEFERENDUM on the motion " THAT THE S.A.U.A. BE ABOi.I‘SHED AND THE

UNION TAKE OVER IT'S ACTIVITIES " is to be held Wednesday July 26 to
Friday July 28. ' -

NO YES

STUDENTS GET WHAT THEY DESERVE! VOIT, YES IN THE REFGRENDUM
"That the S.A.U.A. be abolished and the
The General Student Meeting last Thurs~ | Union take over its activities.

day on the Barr Smith Lewns was the In 1?§9ha reforn gug‘cm““itt:e d“as fset A FEW STIRRING.
ultimate demonstration of the farcical Student Organizational Reform. Egnggigutizﬁo?&:nb:cdiszrogolzckrs for‘m
| s o] . Q. 0

e Univerany, " @ffatrs & present It | ror many yoars stutants have been support fram the university community || NERTING HELD THUREMAY SO0 JULY

v dissatisfied with thelr the constitution was not implemented. )
The Students Association was conceived organizational activities and The underlying premise of the proposed
2 year ago to do away wibth the elitish structure, Last year the S.R.C. constitution is based on the doctrine  |f About 200 people were wandering around
bureancratic nature of student ' was abolished and the Studen{:'s of participatory democracy. This the vivinity of the Barr Smith Lawns
representative government, by encourag- Association established to fill the needs the grass roots support of all when the meeting began. The first main -
ing participation by all studente in & gag&laThi: Z?Z:%:rgiggoﬁsn?_:;d:gb union members, item to be discussed was the giving
T 3 PO ce ! ] ) ; T " th . |
that goverrment, After twelve months participate in the decision making AT 'THE LAST MEETING OF THE UNION of the proceeds:of the Prosh Rag to the

of the new system, it is painfully
obvious that this system hasn®t worked-

COUNGIL A CO-ORDINATING SUB-COMMITTEE various charities,

areas of the student organization.  yo"spn p 70 INTTTATE REFORM PROCESS.

Students could become involved in

students in general have taken for apeci £ P : THE EFFECT OF A YES VOIE TO THE PROSH RAG PROCEEDS.

; - pecific activities i.e. Education T e
§I"anbe.d thg acti.vibies organized I.Jy the and Welfare; Public Affairs, Social gSMNgUM ANP THE CONSEQUENTIAL A letter from the Provisional
Students Association without showing Activities and Publications. These LISHON OF THE STULDENTS ASSOCTATTION Revolutionary Government in South

the slightest interest in taking part

s . activities were to be co-ordinated by WOULD GIVE A GREATER IMPUTUS T0 THE
in its workings.

’ Vigtnam was read to the meeting (see
the Central Exocutive, which consisted —gotiol OF THE UNTTBRSITY 08 & - Lyndons Reference o it).
For this reason. it is ironic and of five students., However, because the THE RII:ZI.ZIE OEM grc‘gl-{gQUUNIOI]\:INgOU%ICIL ND
‘ as is . —ordinati th 5 RE ' Aft ject i
ludicrous that any students, let Gentral Go-ordinating body was the SOULD GIVE EFFECT TO THLS NOTION. er objections wero raised to

y o ; principal body in the Uni-student, » . having the Animal Welfare Leagne as
alone the i‘:l.i"L‘y' mlndl’e‘ss,‘manipulabed Union-student hierachy it generally THIS IMPUTUS WOULD ENCOURAGE THE benoficiaries the name was struck
but supposedly liberated freaks who ] ) - L. R STUDENT POPULUS TO BECOME INVOLVED ‘ o .
" . made the important decision which off the list of proposed names of
stallfed the meeting on the Lawns.bon .. | affected students rather than IN THE REFORM OF THE REAT, SEAT OF POWER W charities to receive a share of the
;‘Ehui;day shoulr% hz:v% ‘?egivec} as % hg.dld' the larger, specialized bodies of the  IN EXTRA~CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES, THE proceeds of the sale of the Prosh
'bgrt zrmore, 1t is _,ﬁlg hen;n;: o think o dent Association. In effect this FINANCE AND CONTROL WHICH THE UNION Rag. The revised list was submitted
s‘hidengzr;rzgfi'bazg thlz mEZtEreigl who change resulted in the secision making HAS, to the meeting and was narrowly passed
were unwilling to walic even 20 yards to |Process l?eing baken away frorp the old Diagran showing the present Union with about 60 people voting.
tal 4 in the diviai th 5.R.C. with 26 members and given to a Cowneil in relation to the student The matter was then re opened for ]
axe part in the divislons on the commitbes of 5 students, with Lhe il giscussion because people were asking
voting. concessional greater student councll. what was going on. At that stage someone
vt o om o et PPaol ) suggested giving money to the Provisional
Ihus, the fact that the Students participablon without real effective Union Council Revolutionary Government of South
Hesociati ina T bol power in the other committees of the 4 ,
Associabion is in danger of being fudent, e But within th , ‘ . Vietnam. Eventually this was carried
gbolished due o the acbivities of a student sssociation. Bub within the Standing Committees —f—— delegate fromily “op it o majority of ten with about
Pow oallous professional sbulent Uni. hisrachy the importance of the and Boards established :
manipil torspis Tnde da‘ronic Tasbice docision by the co-ordinating executive bodies : 100 people voting.
8 sed 1 Justice. .
T y W t 1. ‘
Stu%egts 3g‘3 mogt Sux‘gl\flﬂi“l?lﬂ& . Was more imaginery than rea Sports Associatdon— graduate This seemed to Set the mood for the
uhet they desorve - abpolubely NOWMIA! | mys gtndents association has failed to mion remaindor of the meeting.
R initiate grass roobs participation, Clubs & Soclieties =—i
A roferendun will be held next one important reason for this is that | - || ABOLITION OF THE 5.A.U.A,
Wednesday 26th ~ Fridey 28th in the studengs don't vant to have C.E.C.
Students Associatigg Offtce hos tlie,bi participation without real and Publications, Social Activities The chairman of the meeting Roy
question that the Students Assoclubion | opraoyive power, which generally lies Public Affairs and 4.U.S, ! Green explained the reascns for
Constitubion should be abolished and th i at ‘ the proposed constitution as sat
y " it in the University bodies an he ‘ - prop
that the Union should tske over its Union Council. A1l allocations of monies for comm~ out in ON DIT. Mick Davis then
activities, The tragedy and absuz'dity . © ittees of the sbudent-association ia introduced this constitution and put
of this is obvious, It is in fact say~ |my, notty bureaucrats must realise their made through the central co-ordinating || the mobtion 'That the following
ing that the child is too lazy and irrelevance to the student body executive at the begimning of each question be put to a referendumt.
immature to orgsnize its own life politics. Reforms must be made to financial year. The co-ordinating "
and it wants 1ts parents to do the give students a voice where it counts executive then decides on their That the old constitution be abolished
thinking and organizing for it. and not allow the Sbudent Association submission to the Union Council. and the new constitution adoped.
6 \ Lo act as a buffer between that nower In turn the Union finance committes At that time there were no speakers
For 26 years the Union has and the general student populace. then recommends to the Union Couneil. against the motion though again some
encuuraged students "bo look after : the amount the student association of the crowd were asking what was
their own government and has given The proposed revised constitution ‘should get. In this way submlssions going on.
them the necessary autonomy fo do so in On Dit 17 which was rejected at of student groups are approved or cut
so Students are now saying that they G.S8.M. sets up a two head body ~ back by the student associstion with~ When the motion was put it looked as
no longer feel responsible and eager an administrative council and publie out allowing affective representation though it was' carried. :
enough to conduct thelr own activities |,peaivg council, The administrative = Of those groups who the Union Council '
any longer. council will in effect act as the old-  directly for special financial needs, ' .
. tin . ‘This also applied to the revised David Johnson called for division and on
S.R.C. or as the co~ordinating Pp. ,Uon B}
The Students Association this year has: executive have done in the past. It S.A.U,A. constitution, - {Ithe division the motion was lost though
~ published On Dit will allow the student bureaucrats to it was a bit difficult to count because
~ organized Orientation Week and play their petty irrevelent power games. A viable alternative of the Unlon -~ - |lpeople were calling their mates to join®
published the Freshers! Gulde The only effect being to syphan away student. hierachy is suggested below if |{them.
- made Social Action's and direct student pEI.I‘thlpa.tion from the the S.A.U.A. was abolished."
Abscholts activitles poss:l._b}e union council. i David Johnson then put up his motion
~ co-ordinated A.U.8. activities ' b \ity and sired b : Unign Council - ' to abolish the Student's Association.
including a Secondary Students Mothered by necessity and sired by ) ;- |ePinance Committee || After a lot of procedural hassles the
Campai Aquarium Concerts and dagperation the current move to abolish -{Sports Assoclatione +
o bravel he student association must be carried motion to submit the following to a
cheap travel. the ‘student asso . — ON DIT referend ‘
~ provided finance and office out before the student associstion . Public Affal . , endum was carried :
facilities for many political and fades into the mist of total : kel Clubs & © || YTHAT THE S.A.U.A. BE ABOLISHED AND THE |
. | Councll
educational compaignste. g.dBangla. irrevelance and the dream time. : gocm:ies UNION TAKE OVER ITS ACTIVITIES. ! - ‘
Desh, Aboriginal Rights an . : ounc
. Friel"l.ds of the Earth Or else, the current farce will sza.y . Union Hallud * : s No figures have been given but aboub 1.'+0
~ prepared submlssions on Student current for the next-X.years an.d‘ he‘ Committee | Union House pecple voted
Participation :Ln Ux}iversi‘byﬂ student politics will stay :ianotenffl.r G 1tes 5 o T 1 th
Government and invited successful . . : ‘ R ecause o e usual sbudent apathy a
discussions with many ofher Power must be given. to the people ' ) : meeting -consisting of only one or
university groups. ' "+ land if it is not then the:people .° .- "Boolcshop Planning & .. || two percent:of the students on.campus
-~ defeated the adoption of the Rights should go to where the real seat .. [ Refectory) —— Development was able to make decisions which had '
and Responsibilities Report. of power is '~ in this instance ‘ Committee . far-reaching consequences and.undid a.lot
~ " gdmin d- student welfare, such the Union Council. ORI R of patient work and - planning dene by
& istergd ; o are, . _ The union courteil members would be - other students .over the last few months.
as log.ns & ousing. : VOTE YES AND WHAT HAPFENS. - elected by the university commnity .
~ organized Prosh P o Tt would generslly comordinate the ‘ 5 - Peter Love, ~
- made facilities avallable to any The union would then carry out the activities 'of the standing comnittees mmm::j ==
. student who could use them. ‘general administrative activities of the 4n ' recelving reperts Lron each of Each body benesth the council would be _
= genera.lly kept student actavaty student association and it would no¥ them and referring idess. The wiion . a8 automous as possible, beth in ol

: alive in the Universityv, mean that students wotlld have less Y el wWould allocate ‘mémey«on the ' = Tinances (within their budget == - .
The continuation of these sorts of because of Union reform is carried advise of a Pinance commlttes elected allogation), and within their areas’

. activities now 1lies. in the balance, out it would give students greater 'by' the council, A percentage of the of operation, ~ In the remote cases .
‘thanks to a few brainless stirrers who responsibility than they have had: statutory feel would be held by the wers grave differences arise between -
rely upon general student apathy to prev:Lously. It would lead the way for " finance commlthea and any of the . bodies within ‘the wion or between
achieve their hollow petulant desires. union reform, A change in- - standing committees could spply for - the students and the union & 'general
There 1s & crisis in student ’ composition of the Union of delegates supplementary allocations of - - ... union meeting would be-cglled, which
government . in this University, Ungleéas ' | from constititant bodies to-a:council ‘additional grants for special needs. - could possibly requisition a
students become aware:of this erisis of elected members from the universlty The Public Affairs Cowncil wowld be referendum which would be bj_ndlng on .
very soon the University will becoms .community - staff, students and elected fram the General University the union cowncil and j_ts axc:l.llary
nothmgfmoze ‘than en]r-\ efficient a.nc:.].'laxy) stafi‘ (also possibly - s ommunity or “the st udents. This ) ‘bodiea. ,
degree factory supplylng a consumer = . |sraduates ‘ ~ . :

: i ; would ‘generally be involved in. the
;rlsg‘b:dsEzgi.ﬁziigzszxietgén,ifb?g;:r It must be remenbered that the reform . areas of the public affairs committee Thats 1t, the bills C:Ln you.; Court 4f
P 2 ‘proposals for the union councils '~ . . suggested in the proposed revised . you know. where‘ the Courts 'is IR
to vote, - If they deserve more. than : o : «
thig = w have been mooted for a number of years. conatitution. : ; - David Johnscn
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