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Matthew Mitchell

Following several years of
stringent budgeting, the
three University libraries
have begun 1993 with a
collective deficit of $299

000.

Since 1988 the library has not re-
ceived a fully indexed grant from the
University Administration. In addi-
tion, the rising price of books, the
nose-dive of the Australian dollar and
the growing number of titles neces-
sary for a comprehensive collection
have exacerbated the problem.

To the Barr Smith Library alone, this
deficit will mean $232 000 worth of
cuts to books, binding and journal
subscriptions. In the past year the
library has taken cuts to staffing
levels and opening hours rather than
the purchase of reading material.
However, to maintain a viable service
for students, it is unrealistic for these
areas to be cut more.

The University Senior Management
Group have responded to continual
pleas from users and staff of the
library alike with an emergency grant
of $250 000 to recover some of the
debt. In order to maintain the high
standards of the library, assistance of
this kind will be needed on a more
regular basis. Deputy Vice-Chancel-
lor Gavin Brown told On Dit that
“obviously something like (thosc
funds) will have to be contemplated
for next year,”

For the moment this will have to
suffice. In the meantime, the library
may never recoup all of the reading
material it has been unable to buy
this year. If this situation continues,

- it will have widespread implications
for both the quality and reputation of

the University’s research and teach-
ing.

Fiona Dalton

"Fu]] story next week,
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Features

The Economics of VSU: A Liberal Perspective

There are sound economic rea-
sons for implementing VSU as
well as the numerous philosophi-
cal arguments. Compulsory stu-
dent unionism creates major
inefficiencies in service unions,
student associations and sport
unions.

Service Unions

There are two major factors that make
service unions inefficient - their mo-
nopoly position and the massive subsi-
dies they receive.

Subsidies

Each service union receives a mini-
mum $100 per student per annum
which means at a large union like Syd-
ney Uni, the subsidy is as much as §2
million, Unions can therefore operate
at a huge loss, knowing the subsidy
will cover it, The losses are usually
incurred as a result of (i) mismanage-
ment and (ii) political expenditure,

(i} Mismanagement

The only financial pressure on a union
board and management is for the loss
to be about equal to the subsidy. There
is no pressure for the union to be pro-
viding exactly what consumers want,
to market its products effectively or to
contain costs. This results in:

° inappropriate services and use of
space. Eg an Art Gallery at Adelaide
UniUnion and various women’s rooms
- around the country. Also an entertain-

ment manager at ANU who only put

on folk bands and other acts which no
one attended.

° little promotion for use of union
facilities by outsiders during the four
holiday months, :

o cost padding.

Cost Padding
Management knows that they can pass
on wage and other cost increases so

‘they give in to unions early in any
dispute. For example at ANU prior to
1987 staff received the highest bar
wages in the ACT, a free alcoholic
drink each shift, study leave, mater-
nity leave plus a free meal even if their

- shift only lasted 3 hours. - -
Overmanning is chronic. Old, ineffi-
cient staff are retained {eg at the ANU

" a contractor quoted half the $100,000
pa it costs for in-house cleaning - a
potential saving of $10 per student].
And since staff know they are working
for monolithic ‘organisations, this is

reflected in their morale - rarely is a
smile seen from union counter staff,

* Mismanagement also extends to tnad-
‘equate financial planning and account-
ing. Money is spent as soon as it is
gained with no adequate provisions
being made for the inevitable deprecia-

. tion, meaning future generations of
- students will have to pay for today’s

wear and tear. Nostandard accounting -

techniques such as internal rent are
fused to allocate costs effectlvely

(i} Pohtlcal Expendnture :

Political expenditure ‘is deliberate‘_

“When the Ieft talk of “ representatzon ” what they
really mean is payment to noisy mmonties like gay
groups, child care, radical feminists, radio stations.

Under VSU all these would stop unless a large
majority of their members approved”

waste on the part of a union board to
curry favour with various interest
groups. The Left at the ANU were very
proud of the fact they paid the highest
wagesin the ACT. Curtinusing $35,000
for a failed fee boycott and Qld Uni’s
$110,000 to 4ZZZ are further exam-
ples. Spaces such as women’s rooms
area deliberate waste - at the ANU the
previous Women’s Room is part of the

- most profitable part of the union - the

Asian Bistro.

Deprived by VSU of these massive sub-
sidies, service unions would be forced
to use space efficiently, reduce costs
and sell what students want. Other-
wise they would lose members or even
go bankrupt,

Monopoly

Asuniversity administrations endorse
compuisory union and do not allow
other businesses on campus, unions
have a monopoly. While many inner-

‘city campuses are located near public

shopping(which, incidentally, is often
cheaper without any subsidy), it is not
convenient to go off campus for small
purchases. As with any monopoly, the
union can jack up prices without re-
ducing demand significantly and can
ignore non-price competition such as
better qualityandfriendly service. This
isevidenced by the current situation at
ANU,

Prior to the Better Management Team
being elected in 1986, there were no
private businesses within the Union.
Management knew if you did not like
the pies you would buy a sandwich or
some Asian food - they had you any-
way so they cared little for quality. The

BMT introduced private shops such as -

a grocery, baker and coffee shop which
all compete with the Refectory for the
lunch trade - service in the shops is
friendly, prices cheaper and the food is
better.

As for the union  such privatisation is
beneficial. All the administration costs

are shifted tothe private operators.Ifa -

union was completely privatised, the
union would collect rent, pay for the

maintenance etc and then be able to

distribute the profits.’ :

There is no doubt that with VSU, un-
ions would move towards the above
situation. There is no way the current
situation could survive as manage-
ment-rununions aresoinefficient. Stu-
dents would only join a union where

. their fees gave them extra benefits on
. top of what a standard shopping centre

would offer, not subsidise what they

can get at the local mall for free.

Student Representative Councils

As distinct from service unions, SRCs
andstudentassociations offer few com-
mercial services. Their major functions
are to publish student newspapers, run
clubs and societies and to “represent”
members, Their biggest areaof expendi-
ture is administration, typically over
50% and the next biggest is the news-
paper. As they receive practically all
their money from compulsory fees, the
only limit to their waste is annual
elections, not very effective due to the
small proportion of members voting.

Student Newspapers

Onceallocated their budget, the news-
paper staff will do their best tospend it
all, publishing multi-page, multi-col-
our edition with the same self-gratify-

_ing articles on subjects rarely relating

to general student interest. They will
makelittle effort tosolicit advertising,
Given the newspaper is free and dis-
tributed to non-members, there is no
way of knowing if the newspaper is
desired or not. Given VSU, circulation
would either have to be somehow re-
stricted to members or would have to
be self-funding. Either way the news-
paper would have to be relevant and
succinct with more advertising.

This distinction can be seen at ANU
where the Students’ Association pub-
lishes Woroni for $15,000 pa while the
Union publishes The Grunion which
is self funding. Woroni often stretches
to 36 pages with a multi-colour cover
and many non-student related articles.
The Grunion is 8 - 10 pages with car-

“toons, photos of Uni events, a gig guide

and small sections on student politics.
The only way to force the Hone Soits,
Farragos and Sempers to this lean, effi-
cient format is VSU.

Clubs and Societies

~ After large payments for administra-

tion, the newspaper and direct grants,
there is very little left for clubs and
societies. Any given club member
would typically pay $30 - $50 to.their

‘SRC but receive only $2 - $5'back.

“With VSU members would realise that
~the cheapest alternative is not pay-

‘ment to the SRC, with its huge admin-

istration costs, but direct payment to
their club A fee of $5 or $10 to join a
club may seem excessive but isa lot
cheaper than the compulsory fee. The
club then becomes like any other com-

; mumty orgamsatlon which has to get

- sations,

its money directly from its members,

“Representation”

One argument used for CSU is that
representation benefits all so all should
pay. However representation itself is
almost costless. The students who sit
on SRCs and faculty boards receive no
payment. Typing of reports and sub-
missions can be done by the students
themselves. When the Left talk of “rep-
resentation”, what they really mean is
payments to noisy minorities like gay
groups, child care, radical feminists,
radio stations. Under VSU all these
would stop unless a large majority of
the membersapproved. Students would
realise that these groups should fund
raise from individuals and argue the
merits of their case, not sponge off the
public purse.

Generally, an SRC would only survive
VSU if they offered a value for money
package which attracted students, With
a self funding newspaper, direct fund-
ing of clubsandvolunteer staff, an SRC
fully capable of representing students
before faculty, helping them with spe-
cific problems and running ancillary
services like movie concession cards
should only cost $5, well in the range
of most students. But it would take
VSU toforce SRCs to thin down to that
level.

Sports Unions

Sports unions have two functions -
provision of sports facilities for mem-
bers and supportingsporting clubs. The
former is primarily commercial like a
service union while the latter islikean
SRC's clubs.

It would be very easy to convert the
commercial areas to VSU. Instead of
student only compulsory membership,
the union would be free to seek mem-
bers anywhere. The superb facilities
many sports union have would make it
easy to attract outside members, espe-
cially at inner city campuses where the
facilities are the best in the area. This
increased membership base could even
mean that there would be no need for
fee increases. But even if there were,
they would be only fair under user-
pays principles.

Theclub element suffers the same prob-
lems as SRC clubs - the money goes to
those well organised groups, the large
sporting teams such as Rugby and
Aussie Rules. Smaller sports can re-
ceive very-little. As with SRC, VSU
should encourage direct funding of
clubs and therefore avoidance of high
administration costs. Members would
also be forced torealise thevalue of the
service provided.

Conclusions 5
As student unions do not have to 80-
licit funds from students; they haveno
incentive to be efficient. Mismanage-
ment and deliberate waste are the re-
sults. Under VSU, students would only
join. an organisation that offered real
value for money, That would guaran-
tee the efficiency of all student organl- .

' David Wawn ‘
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Feature

Vs.

As the big shit fight on the
economy meanders towards
March 13th, education has
been somewhat lost in the
fray. As students living in
some of the most marginal
seatsin Australia we dohave
the opportunity to make our
voice heard.

The Labor Government ishappy torun
“on its record” which for students
means HECS fees (rising), overcrowd-
ing, unmet demand, and loans to re-
place {“supplement”) Austudy grants,
The Liberal Coali-

tion for its part

refuses to divulge

more than a broad

{and horrific!) philo-

sophical outlook

with no details - an

outlook which isin-

credibly scary for the

ordinary student, who most likely
would be denied access to an equitable
education under a “fees for degrees”
Liberal policy. For many of the changes
instituted by Labor, the Coalition has
amore finely tuned {read ‘more expen-
sive’) economic rationalist approach.
Ironically, they have a more consistent
fees policy - but one must realise this
means that ALL pay heaps instead of
just some postgraduates, overseas stu-
dents etc! Under a voucher scheme
Universities will be able to charge at
will, meaning Adelaide Unias the most
popular institution in the State could
command mortgage size fees, certainly
more than HECS. For students the ef-
fects of education policies will be out-
lined over the next two weeks and it is
up to us to give a damn about our
education, and vote for our future,

I have just returned from an Education
Conference in Melbourne where the
three parties answered questions on
their policies - and the usual rounda-
bout, unsatisfactory answers resulted.
Nevertheless the Democrats consist-
ently put forward the contention that
they have consistently supported stu-

dents and education, something they

do consistently do. This is a fact that
cannot be argued with, so if legislation
comes through the Senate, it will be
particularly valuable for students if
the Democrats are still there and still
believe in youth and education. Sena-
tor Karin Sowada presented their case
admirably with obviously thorough
education research.

Federal Minister for Higher Education,

Peter Baldwin was somewhat less lib-
eral [sorry!} with his promises on a free
education., He outlined the huge ex-

- pangion of the higher education sector .

over the last nineyears, but was unable
toargue against the drop in funding per
student since 1983 (by 16%). As school
retention rates have soared {to 80%)
~and youth unemployment has soared
{to 40%), not unsurprisingly the de-
mand for tertiary education has ...
soared. However he wasunableto make

% THE MOTION THAT "SOMEBOPY 8
OUGHT To DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT

&/;A/ CARRIED UNAN/MOU_S/,ﬂ

ISR AE

FLAWED VISION

Comments by Anthony Roediger
SAUA President

a commitment to raise funding to the
levels of our OECD partners, prefer-
ring to put his faith in good old HECS
and a bit of industry sponsorship.

The intrusion of user pays {and pays
and pays) intoeducation through Open
Learning, postgraduate study, HECS,
Austudy loans etc, seems quite at odds

institutions such as Salisbury campus
of the USA will fall, but the prestig-
ious, such as Adelaide will rise, creat-
ing a wealth divide across the country.
In the end if is up to us to make the
choice, (if you still think there is one)
but we need to make it wisely, In

future On Dits and in your pigeon
holes there will be factual analysis of
the actual party platforms - brought to
you by your Students’ Association. I
urgeyouall toread themandcomment
back through On Dit, your local candi-
dates and the SAUA office.

WHAT THE STUDENTS' ASSOCIA-
TION 1S DOING

The SAUA, pronounced “sewer”, is
the representative arm of the Union to
which we all pay our Union fee. As a
small part of our representative and
service work we will be running an
information campaign running into the
Federal Elec-
tion. I urge you
all to get in-
volved, and if
you want to
help out, drop
into our office
in the Cloisters
-it is the part of
the Union
building between Unibooks and the
River Torrens.

Give a damn - vote for your education
future.

Please note: The views in this com-
mentary are those of the author and
not the Students’ Association of the
University of Adelaide.

with Labor Party rhetoric - perhaps
their marketing agency is very effec-
tive! In closing he seemed to want to
put his hope in the unified national
system John Dawkins created, and de-
niedit wasabureaucratic nightmare to
administer, Ibelieve he is also pinning
his hopes on the reaction against Coa-
lition policy - reaction which is con-
sistent, widespread and very negative
(for good reason) amongst student
groups.

The Coalition, not represented on this ¢
occasion by Dr David Kemp, but by a &

last minute replacement, agam pro-
vided the ‘glorious vision’ of a free -
market education system, where stu-
dents vote with their feet, and asin the
US, academia becomes dollar driven.
The problem of how to fund a mass
basededucationsystemislarge, butfor
my mind it is completely unjustifiable
to permit floating fees which will pro-
pel Adelaide University into the Ivy
League and well beyond the hip pock-
ets of most. Kemp'’s “voucher system”
isdesignedtoallow Universitiestosell
their “product” - education, tothe “con-
sumer” - student, at a price which
clears the market, That is, the cost ofa
course will float such that just as many
students are accepted as building ca-
pacityallows. Whereacademic criteria
are factored in is another issue. The
implication of thisis that cheap-to-run
‘glamour’ courses will prohferate eg.
Commerce, Law, Social Sciences, and
expensive courses will be ..
sive. Undoubtedly prices for smaller

%

Become a legend

| At Univplay Uni Rugby
Experlenced and new players
welcome

contact James Levinson (Law)
3391829
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SAUA Prez

The first week of lectures has certainly
brought up some interesting issues, as
has the Federal Election which we are
addressing in various ways. If you ever
have any issues or concerns, feel free to
raise them through On Dit or drop in.
For thoseinterested in gettinginvolved
in campaigns, we have a contact list to
fill in at the reception desk of the Stu-
dent’ Association, so get involved! For
information on the Federal Election,
pick up party platforms in the Airport
-Lounge and read below.

Overcrowding - Tutorials, Facilities

Due to the slowness of a number of
building projects, many students have
been inconvenienced in theatres with
no desks, double booked lectures, etc. I
would bekeen to know of any problems

This week we are focussing on the
education policies of the political par-
ties for the federal election. The SAUA
is here to provide you with the policies
of the parties so you can make an in-
formed vote. You are most welcome to
come in and pick up leaflets and talk to
us. Unfortunately, neither the Labor or
Liberal parties seem particularly con-
cerned about providing education and
basically their policies arereally bad for
students. We face the introduction of
up front fees, Voluntary Student Un-
ionism, increases in HECS and a sadly
lacking Austudy system to name only

With things growing decidedly warm
in the final days of the federal election,
it is important that we are informed as
to the impact that the various parties’
policies will have on us. On Tuesday of
this week:(9th March), the National
Union of Students and the Students’
Association are holding a National Day
of Education, As an organisation which

and also any problems with “tutorial”
sizes!

Equal Opportunity

The University is investigating ways to
make its equal opportunity contact of-
ficers and committees more accessible
at a Faculty level. Stay tuned.

Barr Smith Library

Still no word on where the cuts will
come to make up the $288,000 short-
fall. We are continuing to lobby the
University to preserve this vital re-
source by channelling some of the vast
quantitiesof research money into what
is a research facility.

VSU Shutdown Day
I acted as the media spokesperson for

the financial aspects. Quality of educa-
tion doesn’t even rate a mention.

Well, with all this gloom and doom,
students must sit up and voice their
concerns and make their vote count.
On Tuesday, 9th March, there willbe a
National Day of Action focussing on
the education policies. The SAUA has
invited three candidates in the federal
election to come on campus - Natasha
Stott Despoja (Australian Democrats),
Senator Amanda Vanstone (Liberal
Party) and Dr Bob Catley {Australian
Labor Party). This is your opportunity
to find out information - students will

must represent the best interests of its
members|i.e.students!), the SAUA will
be putting education issues back on the
agenda.

While the current Labor government
has not exactly provided a boom time
for tertiary students, the Coalition’s
policies are breathtakingly fearsome,
Thecrippling of representative student

the Union on this issue and lecture
bashedand spoke on the lawns about it.
I believe the day was successful in rais-
ing awareness of the issue, although it
isregrettable that students were incon-
venienced. I take the opportunity to
repeat that the purpose of the Shut-
down was not to communicate to stu-
dents that there will be no refecs under
the Coalition, but to show what stu-
dents do actually run and what will
suffer. Under VSU there will be priva-
tised refectories - but of the previous
standard of the Schultz cafeteria; ex-
pensive and unresponsive to student
needs. However, few otherservices will
survive in their present state! Again,
the purpose was not to tell you who to
vote for, but to inform you of some of
the issues you will be voting on. Be

have theopportunity and are very much
encouraged to ask the politicians ques-
tions and demand answers. Do come
along. The speakers will be on the Barr

Smith Lawns at 1 pm on Tuesday.

Drinlks will be provided.

Our other major concern is the library
asIoutlined inlast week’scolumn. The
library needs money andit’s not getting
it. I'm sure many of you who have been
around a few years have noticed a sig-
nificant difference in the quality of the
library - opening hours have been cut,
less books can be bought, journal sub-
scriptions are being cut (yet another

bodies through VSU and the imposi-
tion of full fees [up to $80,000 for a
degree)smackstrongly of financial elit-
ism and a desire to shut students up so
that we are in no position to complain
about this elitism. Iurgeall students to
beas informedas possible when they go
to vote on Saturday. The mainstream
media has tended to hold a somewhat

Environment Officers

Wellit’s time to get serious. Why should
wejust have threé uranium mines when
we can mine the whole country and
live in Bali? Let’s forget about the envi-
‘ronment and focus-on the economy,
The arguments about growth and for
employment have got us. We give up.
Just kidding.

The Environment Offlcers’ have been
spending time with Julia and Simon in
order to produce the best radio show
thisUniversity hasever seen. Stay tuined
to see how we really feel and think
about the environment. The show will
be on at 4.30 - 5.30 pm on 5UV every
second Sunday (the next show being on
the 21st ‘of March, with a focus on
demonstration at Nurrungar.}

The peace protest at Nurrungar is to be
heldover the Easter long weekend, April

9 -12. Nurrungar is a US Star Wars base
usedtotrack missiles. Nurrungar, along
with Pine Gap, played a vital role in the

~Gulf War. Although the bases don’t
~contribute to Australia’s defence they

cost Australian tax payers about $100

million a year. The demonstration is

calling upon the Federal Government

. to stop this waste of resources and not

renew the lease of the Base,

If you would like to join the protest,

ThePeace Action Collective is organis-
ing the demonstration, including buses
up.and back. The Peace Action Collec-

.tive can be contacted by writing to
GPO Box 1025, Adelaide, SA 5001, or
ph 410 1197. We encourage you to to ,

get involved. We certainly will be.

This Saturday is election day and an;
important day for the environment,-

Check out the article on the different
parties environment policies, as very
little has been discussed about the en-
vironment in recent days. Above all is
that we urge you to vote green. Your

mindful that under the proposal ...

s you will still pay a compulsory fee to
the University

o this fee will rise as government fund-
ing falls

s there will be no student input

= On Dit and other services will likely
disappear

s representation will not be universally
funded.

Federal Election

Have a wonderful day on 13th March
and wisely ... I'm going fishing!
Anthony Roediger

SAUA President

$180,000 this year)and less staff around
to help you. The library is trying to
operate on inadequate funding and it’s
becoming increasingly impossible. At
the Library Committee meeting last
Tuesday, thediscontent was very much
apparent. If you would like to help in
the Library Campaign you can write to
the Vice Chancellor expressing your
concerns or come into the SAUA and
offer your services for postering, etc.
More details later.

Have a good week,

Bec Shinnick

pro-coalition bias of late, and thus has
omitted to inform us of the Liberal
Party’s planned corporatisation of edu-
cation. Don't let them pull the wool
over your eyes! Find out the truth be-
hind the propaganda before you cast
your vote.

Maddie Shaw

future is depending on it.
Anyway, that's it for now, so happy

voting.
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ardvark

Rosemary Crowley spoke to Mary
Cox about women, health and Min-
isterial posts.

Senator for South Australia since 1983,
a former GP, Rosemary Crowley has
made health policy and women’s is-
sues her unofficial portfolios.

No stranger to controversy, she has not

hesitated to defend her principles, even
if this involves acting against the poli-
cies of her own Government. In 1983,
soon after assuming her Senate seat,
Crowley joined protesters at Pine Gap.
In 1988, she was obviously critical of
Senator Walsh’s proposed cuts to
childcare subsidies and voucher-sys-
tem. She is presently one of the thrce
Labor senators inquiring into the Vic-
torian loans affair,
But it was in 1991 that Crowley
achieved national prominence as she
led the push within the Party toabolish
the Hawke Government’s Medicare co-
payment, Theissue contributed towide-
spread dissatisfaction with the Labor
leadership and became a major factor in
the downfall of Mr Hawke. Placing her-
self firmly in the Keating camp, it was
Crowley who announced to the coun-
try a pledge by Mr Keating to abolish
the co-payment, and when he emerged
victorious from the caucus room,
Crowley was by the side of the new
leader.
Soon afterwards, she announced her
Ministerial aspirations and following
the coming election Crowley will defi-
nitely “be again putting her hat in the
ring”.
She is convinced there will be a Labor
victory. Labor will win, she says, be-
cause in the end people will face a
choice between the Government’s
record of achievement and consensus,
against Dr Hewson tearing them down,
dismantlingtheaward system andabol-
ishing Medicare. Coalition policies, she
says, would result in a society divided
between rich and poor, public and pri-
vate, individual and community, poli-
cies that demonstrates Dr Hewson
wants to. take Australia, ”back to the
Isosll
"There would be two tiers of every
thing ... Ithink people will decide they
don’t want that sort of division.”
Crowley is South- Australia’s only
woman Labor representative in Federal
Parliament. She believes the record of
the present Government has been a
decade of unparalleledach;evement for
‘women.
“When 1 was elected in 1983, I was
“elected with the first ever Labor Gov-

ernment and the first Government ever
to have a seriously extensive platform

- and policies.for women. There was a

document called ‘Towards Equality’,

and twelve months later Susan Ryan,

who was the Minister Assisting the

Prime Ministeron the status of women,

was able to-point out that of the 46

recommendations in at policy docu-
ment ... something like 42 of them
~ were underway ..

lation, the Affirmative Action Legisla-
tion, The Equal Opportunity Legisla-
tion ..,

."The Government!
~introduced Sex Dlscnmmatlon_ Legis-

we've also mtroduced huge -

She is convinced there will be a Labor victory.
Labor will win, she says, because in the end people
will face a choice between the Government’s
record of achievement and consensus against Dr
Hewson tearing them down

changesinchildcare, ... special women-
and-science and girls-and-maths pro-
grammes, we have seen the number of
women in University go to more than
52% of the students now, we’ve seen
the retention rate for girls from some-
thing like mid-40s to well in the 70s ...
There are just the runs on the board for
women'’s policy.

And with the Women’s Budget Paper,
in which each department must ac-
count for how women are provided for
within that department and for the
impact of that department policies on
women in the community,

“We have established what no other
country in the world has .. Countrles
like Canada and Americajust drool ..
She acknowledges that the time in the
Party room has not always been easy..
"It's quite clear that the women' in
caucus have had to really campaign
strenuously for serious recognition of

some of the issues of concern for-

women. A féw years ago you wouldn’t

have had much mileage or. received
‘much’ sympathy if you were talking .
_about breast cancer screening pro-
- grammes, thotigh Isuspect that if you’d

actually put up testicular cancer pro-
gramines ;.. you'd have had:a different

hearing. But the womeri in caucus, sup- -
“ported by more and more-men, have -

actually put women on the polmcal
agenda, and the whole range of those

- issues -are actually being understood -
- and apprecmted by the whole caucus..
That’s not to say that all-of them 2 agree.
-100% with women all of the time .
But any suggestion that Paul. Keatmg'
- might be a recent convert to the femi-

nist cause are firmly dealt with,

"That isto'misunderstand the PMand

to misrepresent what he’s done:... 1
don’t have too much trouble with Paul

- childcare."

Keating because Paul Keating's actu-
ally done things ... Fle hasn’t sought
the headlines on some of those things,
but he has done things on behalf of
women ... Certainly one of his biggest
achievements is the Child Support
Agency ..., but also some of the in-
creased funding for women and the
establishment of childcare, which all
happened while he was Treasurer.”
The real issue, says Crowley, is
“whether or not the Labor Government
in office has taken women seriously. It
has. Does it have credibility with
women! Yes, it does.”

Compare this with the Coalltlon
Crowley invites: ‘

“You might want us to up our game,

" but... look over there where they don’t

even know how to spell women .
Only in July of last year Dr Hewson was

saying ‘We don’t have any policies for

women but under social equity we may
have implications for women’

They're all still having a terrible fight
‘within their own ranks about policies
for womeén and where good women:
“have left the Liberal Party, publicly:
resigned their membership ..
" it was absolutely refusing to address
- the issue of women.” - :
TheLabor Party, on the other hand has:
“established the ‘national agenda for
“women, after consultation with’
_women. We’ve just launched yet an-
. five year programme afteryet
nother extensive series of consulta-

. because

other ..

tions with women ... They might want'
‘. .to.complain bitterly tous...Yes, there’
s much more to be done ... but we've’

taken themseriously and put theirpoli-.
- . cies in-place across the whole board,

“from pensions to aged careto women £Y
and N

health; ... women in training .

Droolmg Over Labor

As regards the election bidding war
over childcare, Crowley is at pains to
correctthe impression that the Opposi-

tion’s proposed rebates are means- -+

tested, whereas the Government’s are
not.
“The Labor Party’s policy is largely
means tested. The fee relief system
which has been in place for many years
is very significantly means tested,
targeted particularly at the lowest in-
come and middle income families ...
The cash rebate is over and above the
fee relicf system.”
The policy is designed to achieve two
objects, she explains:
“One, that the most important issue
for women isthat childcare, after you've
got a place, should remain affordable ..
and two, it acknowledges that the cost
of childcare is a legltlmate part of the
outlays of earning an income.”
There's still a nced to extend the com-
mitment to childcare places, Crowley
declares,
“and in this way we differ also strenu-
ously from the Liberal Party ... I think
it’s fair to say that until very recently,
the Liberal Party didn’t even want to
know about [childcare]and thought that
the Government should be accused of
dragging babies off mothers’ breasts and
forcing them into the workplace ... It’s
pathetic ... If they’ve got a turn around
at all, then I can only be somewhat
heartened ...”
But it is important to remember, says
Crowley, that “it is the Labor Govern-
mentthat has put thosechildeare places
on the ground. It's the Labor Govern-
ment that's got a commitment to in-
creasing |places| and trying to meet
what is the expected need by the year
2000.1t is the Labor Government that’s
actually insisted on quality ..."”
Vocal on most issucs concerning
women, Crowley would not be drawn
on whether there was any dissatisfac-
tion with Labor’s choice of Singleton’s
ad agency for the election campaign
again this year. The agency was also
respon31ble forthenotorious‘beer man’
ads:
"A whole lot of people have a concern
about which agency we take, but that's -
nothing new ... 'm mterested in the‘
outcome of 1t "o ‘
A former medical practitioner, Senator
Crowley has been involved in health
policy and reform for much of her ca-
reer She is passionate about Medicare,
“one of the shining lights of the Labor

Government", citing its principles of -

“equityandaccessibility, 31mp11c1ty and e
affordability”. '

The Coalition’ shealth pollcy, however L

wouldbe a “return to the health care of

the ‘50s”, she says. They wouldremove -
bulk: blllmg for all but pensioners and -
card holders, lower the rebate, and in-
crease. the scheduled fee to that of the
AMA fee. .
The Opposition claxm, says Crowley,'
that Putting on a co-payment Wlll re-
duce overuse by patient, - ‘

“but the evidence is that it is not de-‘
mand by people that is putting up the
number of times |they] go to the doc- -
tors, it is over-servicing by the doctors:

- Iind it very offensive that youand I

“SnaT
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Environment: The Debate We Should Have Had?

While the Election has been run-
ning, there is a dirty word that has
not been mentioned by our heroes
Paul and John: Environment. How
soon they forget! It was only 1990
when Labor stitched up the Green
preferences tosave their bacon!Not
that it seems green issues are dead.
The Prime Minister went as far asto
say that Green Groups are irrel-
evant, stating that they only love
trees.

The Opposition has not even bothered
torelease its Environment Policy, such
is their disdain for the subject.
As part of their GST policy they plan to
reduce the fuel excise tax in an effort to
reduce the GST’s effect on the CPIL
This reduction in fuel excise is ridicu-
lous for two reasons:
1. A lower price will encourage greater
use of fossil fuel rather than encourag-
ing development of alternative fuels.
This leads to greater output of carbon
dioxide and lead into the atmosphere.
Carbon dioxide is a major Greenhouse
Gas while lead affects intelligence. So,
the next time you fail an exam, blame
your car.
2. From an Economic point of view, it
* will exacerbate our balance of payments
and foreign debt problems because we
are fuel importers. This, when we have
an external debt of $200 billion and a
current account deficit of $18 billion a
year.
Both parties endorse fast-tracking of
major projects, with the Coalition lim-
iting consultation to 12 months. This,
in itself makes detailed Environmental
Impact Studies impossible. At the 1990
election, the Coalition endorsed the

State’s Rights over the Environment
even after the High Court’s ruling on
the Franklin Dam.

What would have happened to the
Franklin River, Kakadu, Northern Rain-
forests and South Western Tasmania?
All these areas are major draw cards to
international tourists which both par-
ties see as our salvation. The Coalition
wants to hand Uluru and Kakadu back
to the Northern Territory government
which has a rip it up, tear it down
attitude.

These areas and many others have an
intrinsic value thatisirreplaceable once
destroyed. Acting with cautionandfore-
sight can save these areas for future
generations.

Remember to vote with your head and
vote for the Environment. Think Glo-
bally, Act Locally.

Vincent Duffy

freelance basis.

the better.

COMPETITION

Juice, a brand new music and entertainment magazine from the makers
of Rolling Stone is giving you the chance to win Malcom X T-shirts, a yearly
subscription to Juice and the opportunity to write for the magazine on a

The magazine is targeted at 18-25 year olds and plans to combine music,
film and other popular culture. Made “to be responsive to the interests of
contemporary Australians”, Juice will further expand on it’s Australian base
by exchanging edltonal w1th US magazine Spin.

"HOW TO ENTER: ‘

Write 2 1000 word feature on the contemporary arts scene in Adelaide,

incorporating your own comments and how you feel it may be changed for

The best entry will receive a Malcom X T-shirt, a year's subscription to
Juice and will go into the Australia-wide draw for the chance to write for
Juice on a freelance basis. Nine runners up will receive Malcom X T-shirts.

Submit your articles to On Dit {SW corner of the cloisters or contribution
box in the SAUA) by March 22 and fame could be yours.
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Rosemary Crowley, continued
from page 7.

...l find it very offensive that you and
I should be asked to pay so as to stop
them from practrsmg in the same kind
of way.”
As for the switch to the AMA sched-
. ules, there is absolutely “noreason, no
evidence at all to understand why the
Opposition would want to do that "
says Crowley, it is because they are
bed with the AMA”,

“It'samazing ... There isno criteria for

it. Just up it by 20 - 30% arbitrarily. On

i 2 . And to do that - , ‘
what evidencet None. And to 2 - “because the specialists ganged up and

- across the board is just appalling.”
Then the Opposition will force people
“with carrots and sticks” into private

health insurance. At afamily income of -
- $50,000, if “you do not pay- $800 for-

private insurance then you will have to

‘pay an $800 penalty on top of your

Medicare levy ... That’s a very cunous
definition of choice.”

This use of private insurance, she ar-
gues, would put no cap on doctors’ fees.

They would ”cha_rge like wounded‘

bulls”.
“Private insurance doesn’t address any

of the problems of restraining costs, of
actually dealing w1th questrons of eq-

uity, or adequate or best use of services.
All it says is buy from us and then the
doctors can treat you where they like

- and charge you what they like, Private

insurance hasfailed health in this coun-
try and it has actually licensed the
nasty end of the medical profession,

particularly specialists, to behaveinan

abominable way.”

Private insurance will not keep private
patientsin private hospitals. Itis largely
the public hospitals, Crowley stresses,
which provide intensive care and ex-
pensive specialties, such as open heart
surgery. And as for the Government’'s
attempts to have public patients treated
in private hospitals, such as was con-
tracted with. Ashford, it was stopped -

refused to continue to provide the serv-
ice ... Because they weren’t able to
charge, Here was a contract that put a
limit on'the amount of money they
could get ...-A more disgusting, greedy,
appalling little exercise it is hard to
imagine. Those specialists are holding

~ the community to ransom and they are

making people wait.”

One can predict that unscrupulous spe-
cialists will receive short shrift from
Senator Crowley if the Government is
returned:

“It is.time to .

. Move to provrde all
patients, whether pubhcly or pnvately E

insured, with the doctor of their choice
and the first bed available whether pub-
lic or private.”

On Education matters, Senator Crowley
is less heavily involved, but she sees
the issues as equally clear cut. Essen-
tially, what students must. choose be-
tween is .

”a Liberal Party that’'sgoingto increase
the charges for students, and a Labor
Party whose charges are already part of
the scene and understood.”

Students might not like the HECS

scheme, it would be nice if everything
was free all of the time”, but the Goy-
ernment needed to find the money to

create more places and the “dramatic

increase” in places has happened.

“What we have seen is that the policy
prevents no one from getting into Uni- .
versity, and only asksthem topay back’

when they are in a position to-do so.”

'And, she points out, the fees are cur-
rently assessed for that purpose atabout,
one-fifth of the actual cost. The Oppo- ‘

sition, on the other hand,
“is intending to' make the figure much

closer to the actual cost of the place, so-
students will certainly have to face a

much larger payout.”. .. . ;
As for the Coalition’s youth wage pro-
posals - $3/hour for 17 year olds, $3.50/
hour ‘for 20 year olds - Crowley de-
nounces itas ' ,

"just slave labour and exploitations....
viciousandunfair... Theinjustice of it
stands on its own merits.”

It will certainly affect the ability of
older students to obtain adequately
paid part-time or casual work:

“The injustice of it is highlighted when
you actually point out that anyone
who’s above the youth wage age won't
have a chance of competing,”

The Democrats, offering extra
Austudy, are srmply not a real option,
says Crowley. Itis pointless to vote for
them on that basis, a
“because the Democrats are never able
to be Government ... [people] won't
vote for them if they are serious about
implementing policies ... They've be-
haved as if their policies don’t matter.
Probably that’s true, because they don't,
and they’ll never be in Government.”
Austudy is, however, one area which
Senator Crowley admits needs more
consideration and it is a cause she has
promised to take up after 13th March.
From any other politician this could be
viewed cynically on the eve of an elec-
tion. From Senator Crowley, however,
given her previous record of conscien-

© tious objection, there is httle reason to
~doubt her word. We can expect to hear |

more from Senator Crowley on this
issue,

“ Mary Cox

On dit-8
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If you are to believe the media, many
voters make their final choice for rea-
sons less to do with policy than per-
ception.

"Vox populis’ in print and on television routinely dig
up characters whose decisions seem to be based on
lifestyle choices rather than concrete policy analysis.
But even if every voter was miraculously over-in-
formed - how would they reach that state with the
current party pitch and media coverage? The Liberals
wisely stay quiet about the specifics of their pro-
grams, and Laboris moreinterested in hounding them
over the GST. What’s worse, the lack of debate on
higher education makes the Labor record look good.
Is it, for example, reasonable to expect people to pore
over the respective parties entire policy libraries? In
the case of students, do the major parties and the
media fail to keep us fully informed?

There are not many people on this campus, bar a few
over-zealous student politicians, who could give you
a detailed analysis of every major point in the Coali-
tion Education Policy.

Yet, thousands of students will vote next Saturday in
an election which could resultin dramatic and radical
changes for this campus. Perhaps there are issues
students are more interested in and endeavour to be
more informed about. It is without question that
most of the Australian media has not regarded educa-
tion as a major election issue - despite the radical
changes proposed.

Graham Leech of the Australian told On Dit
“Ttisamystery to me and my collegues why theother
provincial broadsheets have not covered it. It has not
been an issue. Not at all. When you consider there are
500, 00 students some 70 000 academic staff and god
knows how many general staff- and then you multiply
that by their families, the implications are enormous.
The Australian has given a good deal of coverage to
the issue in several sections of the paper. We run
something whenever we finda crack in the ignc)rancc
both parties put about”

Do you know the important points of the Labor and
Liberal proposals for Higher Education? Arc you fa-
miliar with the impact of the voucher scheme, VSU,
upfront fees, youth wages, open learning, universal
healthcare - there are Liberal and Labor proposals in
there. Whatever you do, don’t assume that because
you haven’tread aboutitin the Advertisera change of
government will not radically affect your education.
Helen Bringin of the Advertiser stressed she didn't
want to make any grand statements as a newcomer to
the Education portfolio but said:

“I was surprised that the University did not think the
~ Coalition proposals would have any effect on access:
Ithink one of the resons it has not been covered is that
Labor only recently released their education election
statement.

This may be true, but the Coalmon released their
proposals in ‘Fightback!” way before the election was
called. The broad shape of the Coalition’s higher
education policy has been known for months, and
there has been no shortage of student unions: con-

cerned about the proposals. Media coverage however
could leave you wondering whether they have apolicy
at all,

The Libs

You know whatUniversity is like under Labor, but
don’t be fooled into thinking a new government will
not equal a new higher education system. David
Kemp, Shadow minister for Education, and former
adviser to Malcolm Fraser, will be the architect of a
revolution in the higher education system if the
Coalition winsgovernment on March 13. Kemp comes
from a family with a long history of service to the
Liberals. His father, Charles, was behind many of
Menzies early reforms, and his brother is the former
the direcor of one of Australias best known Right
Wing think tanks. David Kemp is committed to
introducing the proposals that these organisations
spent the eighties refining.

University

A coalition government will mean up front fees. To
give Uni’s more autonomy they will be able to set
their own fees. 'Ivy League’ univerities like Adelaide
will cost more.Some students will get ‘vouchers to
pay for part of their course. You work out how to pay
the rest. If you don’t get the marks but do have the
cash you can buy a place without vouchers. For the
thousands who missed out on places this year- an
oppurtunity to enter University, if they foot the cost.
Presently HECS accounts for a small cost of your
education . Buy a place and the cost will be thousands
a year.

GST and Students :

It’s not just a problem of checking party platform on
education, have youreceived any information on how
policy would specifically affect students? Don’t be
fooled into thinking governments w1ll not affect you
- they do.

The GST will apply to the following - textbooks, bus

fares, telephone bills, take-away food, clothes, watcr,

contraceptivcs, entertainment andthat’sjust for start-
ers.

A particular problem for studentsis that asthey often
carnbelow thetax threshold, or play little income tax,
they would not receive the tax breaks the Coalition
proposes toeasc the pressure of the GST.

Health

Some students are lucky enough to still be covered by
their parents health insurance. Many, however, rely
on Medicare when they get sick. In particular, they
rely on bulk billing to receive free medical treatment.

Labor's Medicare system is less than perfect, cer-

“tainly for income earners on the lower end of the

scale, it makes going to the dentlst out.of your reach
{that's my excuse anyway).

The Coalition Medicare system is a very different
one. Each visit to the doctor will cost $31 - that’s
around 25% of an Austudy recipients weekly wage -
and an even higher percentage of their actual dispos-
able income. When On Dit spoke to staffers at the

office of the Coalition Minister for Health, they said

the move: was meant to cut down on over-servicing
under the current system. For a Uni student who is

duc for a pap smear, or a sixteen year old in neced of
contraception, it may mecan somethingvery different.

Industrial Policy

If you are under 18, that job at Dino’s Dial a Pizza you
had a couple of years ago will pay $3 an hour. If you're
supporting yourself through Uni - $3.50 an hour for 18
- 21 year olds.

It’s certainly enough to make me glad Iam turning 21

this year. But the Coalition industrial policy would
also impact upon us. Individual contracts instead of
the award system are already a reality in Kennett’s
Victoria and would change the way you work.

What would these contracts include?

In Victoria, they have meant some workers cannot
-work in the vicinity of their old business if they leave
and can be sacked for showing lack of respect for
senior management, or spending too much time in
the toilets.

Labor’s Record

The Liberal’s proposals for students are radical, the
experience of Labor has not exactly been a bed of
roses.

Labor abolished free educationin 1987, The introduc-
tion of HECS which, if nothing else, made students
think about withdrawing from subjects after the ‘no
refund’ date. For students with a high enough income
that they have to pay HECS upfront - (largely affects
Mature Age students), it can be a serious obstacle to
study.

Most, however, are able to defer HECS, and although
your dcbt is growing, payment probably seems a long
time away.

Austudy

ThisyearLaborintroduced supplementary loans which
student unions have attacked for addmg to studcnts

debt burdens.

For many, however, it’s a debt Wthh makes this ycar
a little easier. What it will mean in the futurc is
another thing.

Democrats

The Democrats remain committed to frec education.
They might also be committed to free bucket bongs
for all the good it’s going to do you in terms of actual
implementation. They remain vitally important, how-
ever, to resist the rcally draconian proposals of the
Coalition in the Senate. Democrat spokesperson for
Education, Karin Sowada, has vowed to block VSU
legislation in the Upper House. In fact, facing the
prospect of a Coalition government, the best you can
hope for is the equally hlcely prospect of a hOStllC
Upper House, -

This weekend..

‘ Whatever you do don’t use March 13 as an opportu-

nity to vote for someone whose policies you do not

fully understand. Don’t rely only on what the media
tells you, and for god’s sake don'’t rely on what the -~
“politicians tell you. Most importantly avoid waking -

up with a government that had you be¢n better

‘informed you would not have voted for

Sam Malden :

On ditsd
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Yesterday, all my troubles
seemed so far away...

The trouble with karacke in Japan is
that there are only so many times one
can sing “Yesterday” and “Love Me
Tender” before one’s sanity disappears
with the sake. And unfortunately, in
most karaoke establishments in Japan
this is your only choice, unless you are
a very rapid reader of Japanese,

Unlike the heights of karaoke in Ad-
elaide, such as the Astor or the Seven
Stars, karaoke, which is truly a part of
everyday life here, tends to occur in
more intimate surroundings. Most bars
in Japan, especially of the karaoke vari-
ety, are smaller than the average Aus-
tralian living room, seating no more
than a couple of dozen hard drinkin’
“sararimaan’. The shelves of half full
whiskey bottles emblazoned with
names in white, testify to the regular
nature of most of these bars’ custom-
ers. Even in the smaller bars, there are
at least one or two “hostesses’ whose
job it is to work the karaoke machine,
massage egos and encourage extensive

imbibing. The surroundings are com-

fortable - cushy, lounge type seating -
and patrons often do not even have to
leave their seats to sing; the hostess
will bring the microphone to you.

The drunken prompting of matesis not
the main stimulus for performances
either in Japan, although drunkenness
does have a very definite place in these
rituals. Rather, karaoke has been el-
evated tosomewhat of an art form. One
of the few situations in which the
sararimaan can really let down his hair
and relax (after all, it costs upwards of
$200 for a round of golf), the average
Japanese likes to excel. Laser discs, the
magic by which karaoke is brought to
us, have become popular as the new
consumer item for the home, and it is
no exaggeration to say that some spend
many of their precious free hours at

home honing their skills. Often per-

. formances involve accompanying
movements in the form of bottom wig-
gling and hip shaking and one must
learn toappreciate the spirit of this, and

“try to keep laughing to a minimum.
Karaoke, and certainly drinking, have
become part of the daily routine for
many Japanese. In a society which is
still strictly divided upon gender lines;
‘the sararimaan is an icon of this divi-
sion. Sararimaan, or salaryman, are the
legion of male white-collar workers who
staff the corporations and whaose paper-
shuffling keeps the Japanese economy
in motion. These heroic supporters of

the state generally work ridiculously "

long hours, get very few holidays, live

in tiny apartments (if not the company

dormitory} until they are married and

can look forward to the possibility of |

" dying of karoshi (overwork) before they
reach retirement. Thus, it is probably
no surprise that they smeke too much,

have too much caffeine (which comes

in all sorts of handy forms here includ-
ing chewing gum)and drink too much
Many fathers and husbands donot make

it home until quite late and then often
not in the most efficiently functioning
state. The trains after nine o’clock pro-
videa fascinatinganthropological study
of the male Japanese world - their com-
radely support for each other in the
throes of drunkenness, their sleeping
patterns and, of course, what they had
for lunch. As they stagger around in the
streets, male bonding reaches its great-
est heights, patting each other on the
back with encouraging words as their
fellow regurgitates what he has just
spent the last two hours consuming.
The swaying forms of grey suited indi-
viduals is a familiar, if not endemic,
sight in the streets of Tokyo.

The]Japanese system, so successful eco-
nomically, has led to the enormous
alienation of the individual, such that
alcohol abuse among middle-age men
would seem tobe thenorm, rather than
the exception. Men and women are
often unable to communicate and gen-
erally do their socialising in gender

exclusive groups. Although the geisha -
themselves are dwindling, their tradi-

tion lives on in the bar hostesses, as
women men pay to, basically talk to.

Although the younger generation have -
- been inspired to seek “romantic love”
by their over-exposureto Western mov-

ies, marriages are still in many: cases
arranged. A man edging towards thirty
andsingle will often find his supervisor
at work, fatherly arranging his “omiai”,
which it will, of course, be in hisbest

interests to accept. Women and men . |
-generally inhabit entirely different
worlds and sometimes marriage does |

Leisure time is a relatively new con- .
eople have no.

cept here, and man

Statistical reports onf‘fel,“,eVis n news.
showed thatamajority of studentsspent -

theirfirst day off studying. For the:

On dite10

age sararimaan, karaocke is a perfect
form of relaxation. Alcohol allows the
Japanese to relax the rigid form their
working life must follow - whatever
happens while one is under the influ-
ence is forgotten the next day and
karaoke provides an outlet for self-ex-
pression which the structured nature
of society denies. Perhaps the highly
individualistic nature of Australian
socxetv and the over-abundance of forms

The Hackney Hotel

95 Hackney Rd.

presents

Wed lOih of March

$8 entry and all you can drlnk
between 9. 30 and 11. 30 pm

In Assocmt 1on ppa il

of self-expression in our society render
karaoke redundant.

Last night, my friend Tara and I were
admitted to the male-dominated world
of the karaoke bar. Tara’s landlady is
the “mama-san” of a karaoke bar tucked
underneath Tara’s apartment building.
We were invited down to enjoy some
minor celebratory event, the nature of
which, in Japanese, we did not quite
catch. As the “novelty gaijin” (foreign-
ers-withblondehairand blueeyeslam
an especial favourite) we were plied
with beer and bowls of squid. After
impressing everyone with my grasp of
the language by saying “Nihon no biru
wa oiishi desu” (Japanese beeris nice) it
came time for the inevitable singing.
We tried to sing “Feelings” but even
Tara’s fluent Japanese failed her when
the words started to scroll, and they
weren’t in English. After than observ-
ing a phenomena which I will call tag-
team karaoke, in which several people
work consecutively to bring a piece to
new heights of artistic merit, we knew
it was inescapable. There is something
very distracting about singing “Yester-

.day” when the words are highlighted

over scenes of near-naked girls, But
anyway, if you are coming to Japan and
you don’t mind karaoke, just remem-
ber, “love me tender, love me deep, let
all my dreams fulfil ...”

Melissa McEwen
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Carol Johnson is a senior lecturerin the
Politics Department at the University
of Adelaide and author of The Labor
Legacy: Curtin, Chifley, Whitlam,
Hawke (Allen and Unwin, Sydney,
1989).

Paul Keating’s policy launch on 24th
February wasa decidedly low-key affair
characterised by a stumbling delivery
and an air of quiet desperation. While
Bob Hawke’s excitable gesticulations
and tortured syntax could somehow
evoke empathy amongordinary voters,
Keating’'s performance failed to spark
much response at all except amongst
Labor party hacks and the Bankstown
faithful. Nonetheless, Keating offered
something to most major groups in
society - substantial tax concessions to
business, a new Accord agreed for un.
ionists, $30.00 a week for women car-
ingfor children athome, improvements
to Medicare, job creation measures and
a continued emphasis on developing a
technologically advanced Australian
economy integrated with the Asian re-
gion.

The most impassioned part of Keating’s
speech was at the beginning where he
gave his views on what voters would
wake uptoon 14th Marchif theyelected
a Hewson government:

If Labor is re-elected there will ... be an
. Accord between the unions and the
Government guaranteeing industrial
peace, low inflation anda continuation
of that spirit of co-operation. There will
still be Medicare, guaranteeing quality
health caretoall Australiansregardless
of age or circumstance. There will still
be a social safety net providing care for

the aged, the sick, the less well-off and
the unemployed.

But if the Coalition is elected, within
six months there will be no Accord -
instead discord - no universal health
system, no safety-net. And there will
be a GST. Workers will lose the protec-
tion of awards and be forced to negoti-
ate individual contracts with their
employers or take the sack.

Hewson supporters would no doubt
dispute Keating's distopian vision of
life under the Liberals, arguing that the
election of a Liberal/National govern-
ment would ensurea healthier Austral-
ian economy and a higher standard of
living for all. Similarly, those to the left
of the Keating would no doubt draw
attention to the Hawke and Keating
governments’ ownrecord of public sec-
tor, wage and welfare cuts. However,
whatever one’s party affiliations,
Keating is only underestimating vot-
ers’ longevity slightly when he says
that ‘this is the most important elec-
tion in memory’, The 1993 Federal elec-
tion may prove to be, if not the most
important election in memory, cer-
tainly the most crucial federal election
since 1949 when the Menzies-led Lib-
eral Party defeated the Chifley Labor
government at the polls,

That election saw the dismantling of
Chifley’s ambitious but controversial
plans for Post-War Reconstruction,
which included public sector involve-
ment in restructuring Australian manu-
facturing industry to make it techno-
logically advanced for the time and
oriented towards developing Asian
markets. The Menzies’ government
which followed successfully rode the

Tibet: the facts

This month comemorates the ruthless
and brutal invasion of Tibet by the
chinese government in 1959. Since
1950 it has been subjected to serious
and continuing humanrights violations
and wholesale environmental destruc-
tion. Personal testimonies from Tibet-
ans inside Tibet and Tibetan refugees
have provided the evidence. This evi-
dence has been confirmed by visiting
foreigners, fact finding missions, inter-
pational human rights organisations
Amnesty International and Asia Watch,

and even highly placed defecting Chi-

nese journalists such as Tang Daxian.

China’s invasion by 35,000 troops in
1949 was an act of unprovoked aggres-
gion. There is no generally accepted
jegal basis for China’s claim to sover-
eignty. China undertook by the 1951

. oyeement not to interfere with Ti-
pet’s existing system of government
and society, but never kept any of these
PromiSes in eastern Tibet and in 1959

reneged on the treaty altogether. Ti-
betan exiles claim that at least 430,000
died in the 1959 Uprising and in the
years of guerrilla warfare which contin-
ued for 15:years. Reprisals for the 1959
National Uprising involved the elimi-
nation of 87,000 Tibetansby the chinese
count alone. Exile sourcesestimate that
up to 260,000 people died in prisons
and labour camps between 1950 and
1984. 100,000 Tibetans fled with the
Dalai Lama, Tibet’s spiritual and tem-
poral leader, in 1959. Local reports
state that at least 50 refugees arrive
each week in Indiaand Nepal, escaping
the rampant atrocities' committed
against themselves and their homes
and culture. Religious practice sointe-
gral to the average Tibetan’s life and
well being have been forcibly repressed
and up to 6,000 monasteriesandshrines
have been destroyed. Since the 1950's
to the present, China has continued its
selfproclaimed task of genocide against
the Tibetan people. Mass importation

so-called ‘long boom’ but allowed the
welfare state tostagnate andintroduced
few economic innovations.

The 1975 federal election, in which
Malcolm Fraser thrashed Gough
Whitlam’s Labor government, will seem
to be relatively historically insignifi-
cant by comparison if the Liberals win
on 13th March. The 1975 election was
important in terms of the Constitu-
tional crisis invoked when the Govern-
ment General, SirJohn Kerr, sacked the
elected Prime Minister. However, what
is surprising about the Fraser period in
retrospect is the degree to which a sub-
stantial public sector and welfare state
survived seven years of conservative
government.

On 13th March, voters will be asked to
choose between two substantially dif-
ferent directions for Australia and that
choice will help to determine the na-
ture of Australian government and so-
ciety for many years to come. Admit-
tedly, the choice is not quite as drastic
as might once have been the case. Both
parties advocate market based policies,
privatisation and a reduced public sec-
tor. However, the differences are very
significant all the same and may be
even more evident under Hewson than

they would be under a future, alterna-

tive Liberal leadership.

If Hewson is elected on 13th March,
Australian electors will have voted for
a government that advocates a very
radical programme of privatisation cou-
pled with substantial cuts to the public
sector, including education and wel-
fare provision, Individuals will be ex-
pected to be more self-sufficient and
entrepreneurial. Government will en-
courage employers to bypass unions in

of Chinese nationals, massacre of Ti-
betans and fleeing of multitudes into
exile, has made the Tibetan a minority
in their own country. The language is
forbidden to be taught in schools, the
rich and ancient tradition a shell of its
former self. Repressionisrampantand
commonplace, human rights abuses
suchas torture, extrajudicial execution
and detention purely on the grounds of
religious belief, and ethnic origin (ie.
being Tibetan) are daily occurances.

One such example occured in the
evening of 5 March 1989, after a riot

erupted in-Lhasa following a demon-
stration around noon that day where
peaceful demonstrators appear to have
been shot at by police, several saw a
Tibetan man being severely beaten and
taken into custody by People’s Armed
Police. His subsequent fate is not
known, an eyewitness reported:

Thesoldiers came, ’they grabbeda well-

order to makeindividual contracts with
employees. The Keating government’s
public sector cut-backs and privatisa-
tion programmes will seem minor in
comparison.

Indeed, in order to understand what
Australian government will look like
under Hewson, onereally needs to look
at Britain under Thatcher or at contem-
porary New Zealand politics, The im-
portant point about both these exam-
ples is that the British and New Zea-
land paths have involved a radical dis-
mantling of their public sectors and the
services they provided. Were voters to
subsequently change their minds and
elect Labor governments, it would take
decades to build up the public sector
again, just as it took decades to estab-
lish a substantial public sector in the
first place. It seems likely that it would
also take unions years to recover from
theradical changes Hewson and Howard
advocate to theindustrialrelationssys-
tem, That is why the decision made on
13th March will be so important for
Australia’s future.

Voters will have to decide their atti-
tude towards major issues such as the
role of government in providing serv-
ices and how employees can be best
protected in the work place. They need
to decide which set of economic poli-
cies is most likely to deliver the prom-
ised outcomes. Above all, voters will
have to decide what they would like
21st century Australia to look like -
whether it will look like Hewson'’s vi-
sion of a Thatcher enterprise culture of
Keating’s vision of a co-operative capi-
talism. We'll all know the answer some-
time after 13th March.

dressed man, who was about 45 or 50,
out of an alley. He did not look like he
wasinvolvedin the demonstration, He
was pulled by about eight soldiers,
thrown on the ground, then several of
them started kicking him in the head
from which much blood flowed. . .two
soldiers picked him up an one soldier
took a two-feet long metal pipe and, .
swinging it like a baseball bat,smashed
on him”

This is a very important time to re-
member the struggle of the Tibetan
people that started in the late fourties,
and continues till this day. Despite the
reprisals, each year the Tibetans still
left, peacefully protest and mourn the
loss of their country and the many
people who have died in the struggle to
make Tibet free again. :

- And each year around this time ‘Tibet

is closed off and the Chinese govern-
ment continue to crush dissent.

— Onaidl



Society is a hole

Matthew Mitchell

On Friday evening the Prospect Town
Hall was packed to hear Janine Haines
and Senator Meg Lees launch the Mat-
thew Mitchell’s Campaign for the Aus-
tralian Democrat seat of Adelaide.
Matthew Mitchell, 40, solicitor and
immediate past Mayor of Prospect, has
ahistory of workingfor victims of crime
and with worker compensation claims
and on numerous community projects
with a particular interest in arts in the
community.

I was interested why someone already
working in such a wide field of social
and community projects would leave
this for politics. The turning point he
said was when he placed a very small ad
for a secretary two years ago and re-
ceived 271 applicants. This experience
led him to explore the policies of the
existing parties and he found those of
the Australian Democrats came clos-
est to his goals for a more socially and
environmentally responsible govern-
ment.

Speaking with him he outlined a few of
those aspects he felt were pertinent to
this election.

Doyou feel that politics will allow you
to do more in the community than the
councilt

Yes. Local governments are very im-
portant. A grass roots service to the
people. But this country is suffering
from some very bad decisions at a very
high level which has led to chronic
unemployment, andIdon’t believe that
either of the major parties are putting
forward a solution to that.

Could you expand on Democrat policy
in this area?

Contrary to the belief of the major par-
ties, it is a problem with a solution, and
ifDemocrat policies were implemented,
unemployment would drop markedly
within 12 months. There’s a number of
key factors.

Firstly, there are tariffs. As alawyerand

a debater, I am trained at seeing both-

sides, butIam completely unable tosee
the argument for no tariffs if we are to
have Australian industries. Imported
goodsare manufacturedin places where
people work for a fraction of the cost of
labour in Australia; in places where
there is no occupational or health and
safety measures; and in places where
factories pollute the environment.
Quite properly Australia does not per-
mit these thingstooccur andititnotat
all surprising that a Hyundai can be
manufactured in Korea much cheaper
than'a Commodore can be manufac-
tured in Australia. To say that we are
goingtohavealevel playingfield would
incorporate paying our workers a pit-
tanceand abandomng all the mdustnal
reforms.

The two major. parties are. 1dent1cal
with tariffs. It ‘is very odd thing that

they  are both free-trade parties, but

‘both are apologising for their policies
saying that, “We are not quite as free
trade as we actually make out to be.” I
beliecve that one of the major causes of
the chronic unemployment is that so
many factories haveshut down because
of Labor’s policy of reduction of tariffs
and the whole country would be devas-

tated under the Liberal’s programme of

no tariffs. There needs to be a reintro-
duction of tariffs at a reasonable level
so that Australian industry can com-
pete.

Secondly, the job levy.

It might be strange advocating a new
tax. The difference is that we are hon-
est about it,

There is masses of work waiting to be
done. Hospitals understaffed with va-
cant wards and huge waiting lists.
Schools and public works needing at-
tention, even basic maintenance. There
is virtually nothing being done to con-
serve our wilderness areas; there are
very few people employed in science
areas, in conservation or fixing-up our
polluted water, or recycling. Thereis a
massiveamount of work and, conserva-
tively, onemillion people unemployed.
We need a government with the guts to
put them together.

So, how much would we bave to pay
under-a job levy!

The unemployed or those on very low
incomes would pay nothing: The aver-
age family would pay $2 or $3 per week
and those who can well afford it pay
more. This, in turn, would finance ur-

gent programmes, which would result -
inamultiplyingeffect on émployment.-

How does the job levy differ from an
ordinary taxation?

It would be afutile thing. It would be

imposed initially for 12 months and

may be extended for two years, but
once the economy was movingagain, it-

would cease, replaced by the improved
balance achieved from lower dole pay-

ments and by more people paymg nor- .

mal taxes.

What do youfeelthe Democrats can do ;
in govemment that the other partzes :

can’t!

advantaged groups. The Democrats
have a proven record of being sympa-
thetictothese groups, They would also
check to ensure legislation was envi-

ronmentally friendly,

What are your feelings about the two
party systeni!

It has led to stability which is a good
thing, but we no longer actually have a
two party system. We have two parties
which are so close to each other in
policies that it is very hard to separate
them. I believe that Parliament would
work better and the country be better
represented if there wasamuch broader
range of political view points repre-
sented.

How do you see the free market ap-

~ proach towards labour!

Thedifficulty is that the disadvantaged
groups have nothing to bargain with in
the free market. It leads to the rich
gettingricher, but you need something

else to make sure the poor are also

getting richer.

Besides those you have outlined, what
policies would you personally like to
see implemented! _
I would like to see all the Democrat
policies implemented, so that all Aus-
tralians can have the opportunity to
fulfil their aspirations. There are a wide
ranging number of social reforms over

- many areas. The immediate priority is

to get the unemployed working.

Are there changes that you Wou]d like

to see in health policy!
A greater percentage of GNP (gross na-
tionalproduct)hastobe spentonhealth.

-Compared toequivalent countries Aus-
tralia spends very- little. Democrat
policy emph331ses preventative health

care through education. In relation to
Medicare, we are in favour of universal

- access to publlc hospitals, dental care,
They would introduce p011c1es that‘
would reduce unemployment mark-:
edly. That links into issues of social -
justice, women'’s issues and other dis-

doctors and dentists of choice; a major

~review of the Pharmaceutlcal Benefit

Scheme, and a national registration of

- chiropractors and some other forms of .

alternative health care.
So that really is an extension of medi-
care while maintaining the freedom of
private health!
Yes. One thing that could be done to
assist both, is to make contributions to
a private health fund tax deductible. If
that was done more people would con-
tribute to the health fund which would
reduce the waiting lists for public hos-
pitals.
Are there changes you would like to
see in education policy!
Democrat policy isfor free education at
all levels. Our policy is to abolish terti-
ary fees and places education as a very
high priority.
Arethere changes that you would like
to see in policies on law and justice!
From my own experience I have found
the funding of the Legal Aid commis-
sion is abysmal. Also the areas legal aid
deal with should be expanded.
Are there particular areas of law in-
equalities or where the law appears to
be lacking social justice or built-in
corruption that you would like to se¢
done away with!
I am a believer in the Westminster
system of government with separation
of the judiciary from the legislature.
Although there are obviously many ar-
eas of law which should be reformed, I
am not a revolutionary. What we have
is working.
Did you choose law as a stepping stone
to politics!
No.
You are interested in the arts. Would
you like to expand on this!
AsIseeit, it is both a good opportunity
foremployment and an opportunity for
people to express themselves creatively.
I have been very involved in Prospect’s
community arts programme and the
establishment of the only local govern-
ment gallery in South Australia.
How do you view small business?
It is by far the major employer in the
country and is extremely efficient. It is
necessary society should foster small
business and let its productive mem-
bers get on with the job.
(In 1990, 47.7% of all employed people
worked for businesses with less than 20
people, and manufacturing firms with
less than 100 people - ABS)
Where do you stand with the payroll
taxt
Well, payroll tax, I think the media
would say, is a source of gripe with
small businesses. You have to actually
get to the size of medium business
before yougetto pay it. Democrat policy
is that payroll tax will be phased out
and replaced with a land tax based on
the unimproved land value. Such a tax
will not apply to the family home or
farm.
What then are the most important is-
Sués you see in this election!?
The economy and unemployment and
one which is not on the major parties
agenda, the protection of the environ-
ment.
Pip Fletcher
Authorised by A. Kank
711 Sth Rd, Black Forest
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it makes me lie to my friends

The F word...

Monica Carroll looks at the Liberal/
National Coalition’s plans for univer-
sity fee charging.

The Federal Election approaches with
the rapidity with which politicians
break election promises, yet such a
crucial higher education issue as fees is
not making news. It is the Liberal/
National Coalition’s policy that will be
scrutinised in this article, as the Coali-
tion promises drastic changes to the fee
system that presently existsin Austral-
ian universities. While the Coalition
has taken pains in recent weeks to
emphasise that students will not be
compelled to pay up-front tuition fees
in the event of a Coalition election
victory, students will pay higher fees
undera Coalition governmentas stated
by Fightback! Higher Education (Sup-
plementary Paper No 4, November
1991}, and in the pronouncements of
Dr David Kemp, Opposition Education
Spokesperson. The Coalition’s agenda
{and it is in no way a hidden one} is to
relax current government controls on
university fees, and move higher edu-
cation on the road to being a private
system in which notions of public ac-
countability disappear much as free
education didin 1989 under the Hawke
Labor Government. Dr Kemp has been
a vigorous promoter of a higher educa-
tion system that functions along free
market lines.

Tuition Fees

The current situation of too few uni-
versity places for too many applicants
is exacerbated by high unemployment
levels. It is a problem that warrants
serious scrutiny and solutions that are
not ‘quick fix’ affairs, The Coalition’s
remedy is to invite institutions to
charge up-front tuition fees in order to
give places to unsuccessful applicants
who have the ability to pay. Fightback!

isunequivocal on thismatter: "Wewill .

... give universities the freedom to offer
additional places to Australian under-
graduates - beyond the government
funded places - on such terms as the
universities determine. This will ad-
dress the problems of unmet demand
and overcrowding.” {Page 6.} One need
not possess psychic powers to make an
accurate prediction as to the “terms”
universities will determine, particularly
as one of Dr Kemp’s persistent theme
tunes has been that of the right of Aus-
tralians to pay up-front fees to enter
university. Such an approach com-
pletely ignores the applicants who fail
by a slight margin to achieve the entry
score, yet whose financial circum-
stances are insufficient to allow them
the privilege of paying for a place.
Moreover, giving universities the lee-
way to charge such fees to undergradu-
atestudents would inevitably set aprec-
edent; at present the only students to
whom up-front fees apply are under-

graduate and postgraduate students
" from overseas, Australian postgradu-
ates in some courses, and Australian
non-award students. Once the mecha-
nism is in place, the door is open for a
Coalition government to allow univer-
sities to extend the up-front fee crite-

92.]
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rion to all university students.

On the Coalition’s “voucher scheme”,
Dr Kemp is backward in coming for-
ward with details. It is known that
applicants who achieve a certain aca-
demic standard will be given a “Na-
tional Education Award”, which is not
some kind of scholarship but a place at
a university that would be subsidised
in part by a Coalition government. The
voucher could be used at any higher
educationinstitution, public or private,
in Australia. The Coalition has prom-
ised toretain present funding levels, so
the onus would not be on award or
voucher holding students to pay the
full cost of their university education -
fora while. The voucher would covera
proportion of the cost of the course
undertaken by a student, with each
institution having the discretion to set
course fees. Last year Dr Kemp stated,
"The system will provide vouchers to
cover about 75% of the cost of courses.
In addition students will be liable to a
fee of either less than, equal to or more
than 25%.” (The Australian, 14/10/

In effect, institutions would be free to
charge fees higher than the current
standard HECS rate of $2, 328.

Fightback! promises to “maintain and
extend the Higher Education Contribu-
tion Scheme to ensure that equitable
fee deferment and loan arrangements
for all students are available, and that
no student is denied access for purely
financial reasons.” (Page 6.) However,
the debt millstone of the present HECS
payment would metamorphose into a
boulder, for the level of HECS that
could be charged would be permitted to
rise according to. institutional whim.
On page 49 of Fightback! it is stated
that HECS “will be available to pay
course fees up to the standard fee level.
For university fees which exceed the
standard fee level, loan arrangements
will be guaranteed through the HECS
mechanism. As a result loans will be
available on favourable terms.” It is
difficult to see how the prospect of
accruing a high level of debt could en-

courage would-be students from aver--

age to lower income/disadvantaged
backgrounds toparticipatein the higher
education system under such condi-
tions, Course cost would vary; for in-

stance, an Arts course would cost less

than one in Medicine. When one con-
siders that some Australian postgradu-
ate students are paying $30,000 for a
course, it isapparent that students could

lition’s VSU legislation.

facts of university life under a voucher
system,

University operating grants would be
allocated by a Coalition government
on the basis ofhow many voucher hold-
ers were enrolled, which would create
intense competition between institu-
tions. There is no prize for guessing
that the less prestigious, less wealthy
institutions for which there is less stu-
dent demand would stand to lose heav-
ily by such an arrangement, Dr Kemp
has responded to criticism of the plan
by stating that universities would be
allowed to charge bhelow the standard
course cost to attract students. Dis-
counted courses, however, may not
solve the dilemma for such institu-
tions; if they were unable to attract
enough students they would not sur-
vive. Instead of creating further stu-
dent opportunities, the voucher sys-
tem could very well destroy the aspira-
tions of students who obtain a place in
a non-prestigious university, or those
prospective students who do not pos-
sess the financial means to feel confi-
dent about going into lifetime debt for
a university education.

Other Fees

The implementation of Voluntary Stu-
dent Unionism (VSU) would not be of
economic benefit to students. In the
event of a student union membership
fee being abolished, students would
pay a fee to the university. VSU would
allow universities to coliect a fee from
all students as a condition of their en-
rolment, but instead of students’ money
going to thestudent union as is the case
now, the university would retain it. Dr
Kemp has stated, “universities can set
afee which can then be allocated toany
matter within the university’s charter
so long as it is not used as a defacto
compulsory membership fee for stu-
dent associations.” [Media Release, 26/
3/92.) ' :

Students would be compelled to fund
any area or activity the university sees
fit; with the exception of services/ac-
tivities run by students for students.
No student representational bodies:
would be in existence to defend student
interests against those of universities
plunged into debt and desperate to find
a way out of the financial morass. With
no constraints other than the will of
the university administration, the fee
could skyrocket. The Health, Counsel-
ling, Careers and Course Advice serv-
ices, the Barr Smith Library, the Uni-
versity Gym, the maintenance of Un-
ion House, and faculty/departmental
charges (the list is by no means conclu-
sive) would all be valid means of uni-
versity revenue raising under the Coa-

Are students ready to buy the argu-
ment that a university education 'is
purely'a commodity in a free market,
with fee increases a mere fact of life?-
March 13 shall reveal the answer.

be in for some unpleasant financial . -
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Feature

Both major political parties have
recently presented their ‘women’s
policies’ to the electorate in the run
up to the 13th March Federal elec-
tion. Many women are cynical about
the women’s policies that seem to
appear from nowhere during elec-
tion campaigns, such cynicism is
healthy. However, being 52% of the
population, Australian women po-
tentially wield a great deal of elec-
toral power and the idea that politi-
calparties should try toattract wom-
en's votes through specific cam-
paigns targeted at women should
not be a strange or unappealing one.

Prior to the federal election of 1972, it
had always been simply assumed that
women would vote in the same manner
astheir husband or father. Such reason-
ing meant that political parties felt no
need to design policies which would
appeal to women. In 1972, the Austral-
ian Labor Party under the leadership of
Gough Whitlam and propelled by a
strong women’s caucus, for the first
time very consciously and deliberately
drew up policies to attract female vot-
ers and were consequently swept to
power, ending twenty three years of
conservative rule. The Federal election
of 1972 illustrated the power of attract-
ing the women’s vote and has lead to
increased development of women’s poli-
cies during election campaigns.
Asmereconstituents, the general popu-
lation hasreal power foronly one day in
every three years. As Australian women
-are hideously under represented in the
positions of power and influence in the
parliament and bureaucracy (women
hold less than 7% of the seats in the
federal House of Assembly), itisduring
federal election campaigns that women
can best utilise theirelectoral power by
making the political parties compete
for our votes and comply to our de-
mands. We, as women, should not dis-
miss ‘women’s policies’ as simply an-
other aspect of the election campaign
bullshit we all love to hate. Sure, let us
be cynical about the motives for these
election promises, but crying foul play
and rejecting the system is just opting
out. Rather let us play the game and
reap its rewards,
So, what do the two major pohtxcal
parties have on offer for Australian
women in this 1993 election campaign?
The Liberal Party had produce a docu-
ment entitled “The Fightback! Strat-
egy for Women” which basically just
rehashes the Liberals’ Fightback! pack-

age through 4 discussion of how it per- .

‘tains to females and the ALP released a
separate policy statement entitled “The
National Agenda for Women: Shaping
and Sharing the Future” to introduce
its platform on women’s issues: These
‘women’s policies’ both address major
campaign issues such as health care
~and childcare are well as addressing
specifically female concerns such as
equal opportunity and domestic vio-
lence.
Healthcare is a campaign issue which
is especially important to women.

Blatant exploitation of women’s concerns or
recognition of women’s electoral power?

Women are frequently the primary
caregivers in our society and other spe-
cific health needs have not tradition-

ally been given a high priority. The

Liberal party’s health policy is basi-
cally designed to induce more Austral-
ians to take out private healthcare in-
surance, persons earning over $30,000
ayearwould be penalised if they did not
buy private health insurance. The move
to private insurance would mean that
there would be no control over
healthcare costs. Bulkbilling would only
be ‘available to pensioners and
healthcare card holders while everyone
else would be forced to pay an upfront
fee for each visit to a doctor. Women
would especially feel the pain of life
without Medicarepaying increased and
upfront fees each time they took a sick
child or elderly relative to visit the
doctor. The Liberals have also targeted
twowomen’s health ‘problems’ in their
healthcare policy and have allocated $8
million to provide mobile units for
screening for breast cancer and testina
bone density in order to prevent
0steoporosis.

TheLabor Party’s health policy includes
increased funding for Medicare and a
scheme to fund the treatment of public
patients in private hospitals in order to
reduce the waiting lists for elective
surgery, they also intend to extend
Medicare to cover basic and emergency
dental health, The Labor Party too has
focused on funding for specifically fe-
male health issues such as testing for
breast and cervical cancer and bone
density. As well as these programmes,
the Labor Party have announced fund-

ing for ‘a long term research project

--concerning women'’s health and pro-
* ducing, for example, studies of the ef-

fects of the contraceptive pill or hor-
mone replacement therapies on wom-
en’s bodies. Increased. funding for _re—

- search ‘into ‘women’s health issues’

such as menstruation and menopause

“is important for women.: For too long

the everyday realities of female biology
havebeenlabelied‘women'’s problems’
and have not been taken seriously. The

Labor Party’s funding for research on
women’s health is a welcome initia-
tive; however, we should not all feel
terribly grateful, or consider the ges-
ture generous, information about wom-
en’s health and access to health serv-
ices are every women'’s right.

Another of the major issues in this

election which pertains particularly to
women and which is quite overtly be-
ing exploited by both parties to attract
the women’s vote is childcare.
Childcare is, however, not an issue
which applies just to women, it is an
issue forthe whole of society. If women
are to lead complete and successful
lives in the public sphere (which is
imperative if women are to achieve
equality in our society) it is necessary
for their children to have access to
adequate childcare facilities. The Lib-
eral party have announced that they
will increase funding for childcare by
$90 million and their statement on
childcare policy claims that a coalition
government would “encourage” em-
ployerassisted childcare. This claim is,
at best, less than dubious considering
the Coalition’s Industrial Relations
policy which will reduce government
control and intervention on Industrial
Relationsissues. The Liberalsalsoboast
that childcare will be exempt from the
GST, which can hardly be seen as a
huge bonus considering childcare un-
der the Labor government would also
be exempt from a GST.

The Labor government’s childcare
policy centres on a pledge of an extra
$150 millionin childcare funding which
would take the form of a 30% weekly
cash rebate for parents who are work-
ing or studying. This is on top of the
present national strategy to increase
childcare places by 25% by 1995 - 1996.

But perhaps the most momentous part.

of Labour’s childcare policy is the crea-
tion of ahomecare allowance of $30 per
week to be paid to parents who stay at
home to care for their children. This is
a great recognition of the importance of
the often ‘'unrewarded work many
women- do in their homes Unfortu-

nately, it is when we read the two
parties planned initiativesfor childcare
that women must become cynical, it is
a sign of our increasing electoral clout
that childcare has been such a big issue
during this election campaign, how-
ever, we must be sceptical about the
legitimacy and the practicality of the
rash promises of millions of extra dol-
lars that each party has made.
Thereare quite fundamental differences
between the two party’s approaches to
their women’s policies. Dr Hewson
himself summed up Liberal policy when
he said, “We don’t have a women’s
policy so much as a social equity policy
which has implications for women”.
The Liberals "Fightback! Strategy for
Women” is basically just a resell of the
Fightback! package which includes a
few vague pledges to the women of
Australia which are not backed up by
any new initiatives. For example, in
“The Coalition’s 10 point plan for
Women”, point #6 is a "A commit-
ment toequal opportunity and freedom
from discrimination” and yet Equal Op-
portunity is discussed only in the last
paragraph of the sixteen page docu-
ment and here they pledge simply to
maintain only some of the women’s
services which were created by a Labor
government.
In comparison, the Labor government
has not only announced its commit-
ment to strive for true equality for Aus-
tralian women but has designed some
new programmes to support this ideol-
ogy. The Labor Party have responded to
the public outcry resulting from the
now infamous South Australian case of
rape in marriage and have proposed
that the judiciary be sent "back to
school” in order to improve their atti-
tudes towards women. They have also
commissioned a report ways of ensur-
ing women's equality before the law to
beconducted by Justice Elizabeth Evatt.
As aresult of the growing awareness of
the extent of domestic violence in our
society and the recognition of the dam-
age it wreaks, the Labor government
have extended funding for the National
Committee on Violence Against
Women and has announced funding for
a 008 telephone number for victims of
domestic violence in remote and rural
regions to arrange emergency transport
and provide counselling and support.
Neither of the women’s policies pre-
sented by the major political parties are
fantastic, and women can be under-
standably cynical about some aspects
of each party’s policies. The way I see
the two policies is that one simply
offers empty and tokenistic pledges to
women with no new ideas and nodirec-
tion or plan for a more equal future for
Australian women, and another that
demonstrates a little more insight and
provides with some hope. When all is
said and done and when we cut through .
all of election bullshit, the. develop-
ment of women’s policies can only bea
good thing for Australian women. Once
we recognise this we can utilise our -
electoral power tofeminise government-
policy and improve the lives and status
of Australian women.

Kate Callaghan
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Whine

Welcome to the world of wine

We have another welcome for you.
Welcome to the world of wine. Many of
you would know of the role that wine
(and other alcohols) play in the mind
broadening and socially enlightening
experiences you will absorb during the
academic year. Wine has been involved
with Universitiesforhundreds of years,
now. On Dit will be providing regular
instalments of information about wine,
especially what is it like, where can
you get it from and why is wine like the
way it is. Some On Dit readers will still
be unaware of the total scope of uses of
wine. There is a wine for almost every
occasion. For example, your sorrows,
wine drowns them; your joys, wine
lubricates them; your gustations, wine
washes them down; your seductions

either giving or receiving, we leave the
role of wine this to your imagination.
However, this column is not here to
teach you how to drink or taste wine.
The best that can be done in this area is
to keep everyone informed about the
various tastings available around the
place, whether they be exhibitional,
educational or commercial tastings.
Currently, the best opportunities for
educational tastings exist with the
Australian Wine Information Bureau
(ring them for details), the Workers’
Education Association (refer to their
programme that is widely distributed)
and at the Universal Wine Bar on Rundle
Street for more high brow tastings
(check the Adelaide Review),

Regarding exhibitional tastings, there

Digger Pub Crawl

The third annual Digger Pub Crawl
began in the Uni Bar. A motley bunch
of people gathered for an experience of
a lifetime. The two for one Coopers
beer vouchers were quickly used, and
the mood for the evening was set.
This Crawl is designed to patron the
pubsthat rekindle the spirit of mateship.
The goingrate isabutcherapub {200mls
of preferably West End draught) and the
discussion is mainly about the mates
you lost in Gallipoli.

We began theafternoon with threefresh-
ers, a couple of O’'Week directors and
an unattractive bunch of confirmed
drinkers,

TATTERSALLS

By the time we reached the first stop,
we had managed to lose two of our
freshers. Oh well, a couple more stops
and no-one noticed anyway.
Tattersalls is an original Digger Pub
with a few Diggers and their wives
havinga quiet drink. One elderly CWA
member informed us that she had been
coming to the bar and sitting in the
same seat for 34 years and the manage-
ment removed anyone who dared to
take her seat. : _
This is one of those pubs that serves a
pony {140mls). The lounge bar was ex-
pensive with ponies, butchers and
schooners goingoutat $1.20, $1.40 and
$1.85 respectively.

The red carpet and textured wallpaper
was described as “tacky” by a loud
group of crawlers in between singing
the verses of “Sweet Child ‘O’ Mine”
and throwing their heads around aim-
lessly.

Darien selected “Bust A Move” on the
jukebox, but was very disappointed not
to find “Cherry Pie”, the original DPC
anthem.

The Bar staff were young Australis
types, but friendly enough.

The boys toilets were grey and had a
condom machine whereas the girls were
yellow and had neither the condom nor
tampon machine. ‘

When some of the girls were discussing
the lack of tampon machines, Colin
interjected and said he didn’t realise
such a thing existed and what a good
idea it was. Thanks!

LAUNCESTON

Affectionately known as the ‘Lonnie’
the price of a butcher was $1.20 and the
bar staff informed us it was illegal to
serve us apony, Yeah sure. Once every-
one was happy we went to the back
room to play pool for 40c a go and eat
the chips the owners had kindly pro-
vided for us. Last year they gave us
cheese and biscuits, but times are hard.
The Salvos came by and the kindly
crawlers donated their small change for
their digger mates.

Some sicko put “Up There Cazaly” on
the jukebox, but once again “Cherry
Pie” was absent although Slim Dusty
and Kenny Rogers more than made up
for it.

The decor there is great. Pot plants on
saucers, nice clean smelly toilets with
paper towels pink for girls, blue for
boys and nice horsey, footy and golf
posters throughout the pool room.
The SAUA prez arrived with more
mates and the blood alcohol levels were
steadily rising.

CUMBERLAND ARMS

The Cumby is a mere stones throw
across from the Lonnie with a butcher
priced at $1.15! It was just getting bet-
ter. Even though it was a digger pub
everyone retired to the beer garden. To
compensate the conversation was to be
conducted in German only. A number
of interesting phrases such as "I have a
dangerous rhinocerous” and “what is
this” were blurted out depending on
the level of german known. .

There was ‘no juke box while the races
are on’ and this was the first pub that
actually had “Cherry Pie” and we
couldn’t play it!

The toilets were pink and grey in both
but the doors didn’t shut properly. By
now no-one gave a shit,

FRANKLIN

Fake wood panelling, $1.20 a butcher,
races and a bingo ticket machine that
we put about $16 dollars into with $4
return, Julie keeps declaring “the next
one’s a winner” and the pissed idiots
believe it. : ‘

The bar person is a wanker who didn't

‘smile once and glared at us when we

whacked the bingo ticket machine,

was one such tasting of McLaren Vale
wineries on the last weekend before
lectures commenced. What a fantastic
way tostart theacademic year, Thereis
unlikely to be such a tasting for a while
though, because most winemakers, in-
cluding this correspondent will be dis-
appearing into the bowels of a winery
during the vintage period for the next
month or two. The next large scale
exhibitional tasting I can think of will
be the Clare Gourmet weekend new
vintage tasting, held during the May
Long Weekend, but there will be the
Barossa Vintage Festival before then,
and certainly large scale tastings will
be available then.

Nonetheless, a lack of winemakers
won'’t prevent any making use of the

A resident digger ‘Kent’ told Richard
that he had pink hair and much to
Richards surprise he did. Kents other
words of wisdom were “Bastard
Hewson, bastard 15%" and “Ifyoudon't
have it you can’t spend it".

The toilets had a perfume machine dis-
pensing Christian Dior at sixpence a
shot and both toilets had condom ma-
chines. Modern!

Westayed here briefly because the next
pub was the kids favourite.

THE HAMPSHIRE

The Hammer is small, cosy and Vince
the owner is one of those rare men who
announces $1 schooners at the sight of
a large group of pissed uni students.

A group of two or three late crawlers
joined us here and the sing along fol-
lowedshortly after two or three schoon-
ers. Hamie, who had skulled a pint as
this pub was his namesake, led us with
"You Shook Me”, "Bound for Glory”,
“Eagle Rock” and “New York, New
York”,

Welovedthisplace. We loved Vince. By
this stage, hell, we loved each other.
But all good things must end and with
a sigh of relief from the other patrons
we moved on.

THE SPORTSMAN

November Rain was playing as we en-
tered and everyone ordered a $5
schnizzle {5 choices of topping) and a
$1.20 schooner.

Thebarstaff were rude, patronising and
rather unattractive and the food was
pretty damn average. Some stupid fool
pressed the override button onthejuke-
box and all Chisel songs on thejukebox
were played. By the sixth song it starts
to lose its impact. On leaving, some
juvenile person stole a beer towel, but
hell, we all laughed anyway.

PRINCE ALBERT ‘ '

They had an Elle calender, they had
Miss February, the three females and

some of the males were not impressed,

but were too tanked to raise objections.
Unfortunately they didn’t realise that
they were also too tanked to play darts.
Thebar staff were nice tous, but weren’t
impressed when a pony of shandy lite

was ordered. A young kleptomaniac

was discovered and this time the prize

many cellar door outlets and bottle
shop tastings that are available now.
There are over a hundred cellar door
outlets for wineries within one hour’s
drive of Adelaide, virtually all of which
provide samples of wine for tasting. No
other capital city in Australia has that
opportunity, so I would recommend to
all On Dit readers, to make the most of
‘lips-on’ experience.
In coming weeks, we will be speaking
about some wine regions in particular
detail and alsodiscussingthe absolutely
bizarre weather and how it has affected
the 1993 vintage. Until then, keep those
lips moving.

Ben Vagnarelli

was an ashtray. We laughed again.
DUKE OF BRUNSWICK

No “Cherry Pie”, $3.20 fora beam and
coke (onya Dave), $1.20 a butcher.
Womens toilets were referred to as a
powder room.

A few games of pool went on and a few
naps on the tables were had. These
people were harassed and pushed along
to the next stop.

THE GILBERT

The average price of $1.20for abutcher
and no-one bothered to find out about
the Beam and Coke.

Ben didn’t half make a big deal about
the fact that Darryl Hart was the man-
ager here! I asked innocently “Who is
Darryl Hart?” and almost got punched
for my ignorance. Oh well Benis a bit of
an arsehole when he’s pissed anyway.
On the way to the Rob Roy Richard
found a rear louver on the side of the
road that came off an Escort and threw
it at me.

THE ROB ROY .
I really can’t remember this pub too
well, but I think Dandy bought me a
beer and then Tracey caught me falling
asleep, and 1 whinged a lot at the cut
that the louver had made on my leg. -
IT'S TIME FOR A SPA o
There were only ten of us left. Darien
and Colin were keen to go to the Orient
so the group divided into two. The rest
of us went back to the Hampshire to

“meet up with the spa team and Richard

went off to do some work [yeah right!],

‘So the Digger Pub Crawl is ove,r‘ for

another year. Maybe one year freshers
will actually come along to arguably
the best O’ Week event.

Thankstoall the mates wemade, Vince

for $1 schooners, and to Kent for spill-
ing a beer down my leg at the Franklin
(you wanker). ‘

Julie
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A Green Left Alternative

1f one believes the mainstream me-
dia, on March the 13th we must vote for
Liberal or Labor. There are however
many independent and smaller parties
contesting the upcoming election. One
such party is called the Democratic
Socialists...

The Democratic Socialist Party
{DSP} is an activist orientated party
which has its historical roots in. pro-
tests against the Vietnam war. It is a
national party and will be standing two
candidatesin Adelaide. Melanie Sjoberg
will be running for the seat of
Hindmarsh and Adam Hanieh in that
of Adelaide.

The DSP has participated in elec-
tions before. A more recent example
was Susan Price who received over 9%
of the vote running in a seat in Bris-
bane.

I recently talked to Adam Hanieh
about the DSP and the current political
scene in Australia, Adam has a Bach-
elor of Science degree and is currently
enrolled at Adelaide University in post-
graduate studies in Mathematical Sci-
ence. But despite his education Adam
rates his job opportunities in todays
environment as appalling.

He has been a member of the social-
ist youth organisation Resistance for
three years, and is presently its Ad-
elaide Branch Organiser. As such he
has been involved in organising a host
of demonstrations -and political initia-
tives.

Adelaide is a marginal seat and has
been the focus of electioneering for
both Labor and Liberal. Thus Ifoundit
odd that Adam’s media profile has been
relatively low...

On Dit: Why haven’t we heard more
about you and the Democratic Soc1al—
ist Party?

- Adam: Unfortunately the two party
system is perpetuated by biasesin popu-
lar media. The only independent candi-
dates that get TV air time are the fringe
or ‘joke’ candidates who provide light
relief at the end of the news. Real alter-
native candidates find it almost impos-
sible to get theirvoices heard,

OD: Well can you tell us more about
your Party’s platform?

A: Our main principles come under
the three general points of ecological
sustainability, social justice and de-

mocracy. We basically believe in putting -

people before profit. But obviously our
policies run much deeper than that.

OD: Do you really think that' you

can be elected?

A: Australia really needs an alterna-
tive and the DSP has great potential to
grow. In this respect I think we might
go the way of New Zealand.

Three years ago there was a split
from the New Zealand Labor party.
This left faction then formed the base
of anew party called the New Alliance.

It consisted of five parties including
a Mauri and Green party. Similar to us
they are running on a left wing plat-
form that encompasses social justice
and environmental issues.

They are presently polling more than
both the major parties in New Zcaland.

I think there is the same scope for
progressive party’s in Australiato form
a real alternative. But although it is

possible, the DSP does not rely on sim-

ply being elected, nor is this our pri-
mary aim.

OD: If you main aim is not to get
elected, what is it and how doyou plan
to reach your goals?

- A: The Parliamentary system is-es-
sentially undemocratic and impotent.
Consequently the DSP standing in the
elections is just a step in changing the
face of politics,

In doing this we have already been
involved in a multitude of issues. We
were an active force against Uranium
mining in the 80s and continue to fight
both Liberal and Labor on this issue.
Similarly we opposed these two parties
in our protests against the Gulf war.

We have fought for the rights of
Unions and workers, one example in-
volved a successful campaign to force
BHP in Wollongong to employ more
women.

A group that was closely related to

the DSP was responsible for staging the
first International Women'’s Day march
in Adelaide. This has grown to be an
important part of the women's move-
ment both locally and internationally.

As a member of Resistance, I helped
to organise protests against youth un-
employment and the ‘token’ jobs sum-

mitinCanberra, which despite the hype
has obviously failed.

As a member of Environmental
Youth Alliance I have been involved in
‘the poisonous companies campaign’
and in preventing the wholesale log-
ging on the Indonesian Island of
Sibercut.

I am particularly concerned with
education issues. The fact that there
were 34,000 applications and only
10,000 places in University this year is
outrageous. I strongly believe that edu-
cation must return to being free for all.

More recently I've helped organise
demonstrations against the cuts to
Austudy and the proposed Austudy
loans‘scheme,

The DSP is also a foundmg sup-
porter of the independent newspaper
Green Left Weekly. This has rapidly
become recognised as Australia’s lead-
ing alternative paper. Its mix of current
affairs, news, informative articles and
forum for progressive ideas makes it a
unique success.

By being at the forefront of such
movements the DSP is starting a grass
roots change. Rather than just gettinga
few people in the Parliament we are
beginning a more fundamental shift in
society through activism and involve-
ment.

OD: What did you mean about Par-
liament being “undemocratic and im-

potent”?

A: Well as 1 said one of our main
principles is true democracy, which is
far from what exists in Australia today.

I think that the perception of Aus-
tralians as being apathetic is false. It is
not that people don’t care who runs the
country, it is that we have become
spectators to a system that is out of our
control.

We are allowed to vote every 3 to 4
years. But because alternative candi-
dates are shut out of the debate, we are
only presented with a choice between
Liberal and Labor. People don’t have a
chance to consider who best represents
their opinions and beliefs. Instead they
must decide on “who will do the least
harm”,

This is not democracy.

Democracy will occur when people
arereallyinvolvedin the decision mak-
ing process. It will occur when the
many progressive candidates out there
are considered to be real options.

A dissatisfied constituency should
be able to recall their member at any
time, rather than just sitting back wait-
ing for elections and thinking how
things could be worse under the oppo-
sition.

People also should be able to elect
the other power brokers of our society.
This includes the military, the public
service and the judiciary.

Judge Bollens comments on domes-
tic violence are a good example of this.
He is an unelected official who has a
great deal of power and influence. He
also has views that are abhorrent to the
majority of the population., Under a
democratic system he would not just
have to sit through a few classes as Mr
Keating suggested, he would be voted
out {not that he would have been voted
in the first place.).

~ OD: Aren’t some of your ideas simi-
lar to that of the Labor party’s”?

A: No. Labor has a reputation for
being a ‘'workers’ party and more pro-
gressive than the Liberals, but their
record speaks for itself...

Internationally Labor has failed in
terms of human rights. People in East
Timor are still being killed and tor-
tured on a daily basis and yet Keating

was prepared to go on a ‘friendly’ visit

to Indonesia. On the other hand, one
word from our ’American cousins’ and
our soldiers are off to Kuwait. '
When Labor took government in
1983 the top 1% of wage earners re-
ceived as much as the bottom 11%.

Afteradecade of giving cutsand’incen-

tives’ to big business, the top 1% now
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receive as much as the bottom 21%.

Labor began charging for tertiary
education thus totally ignoring peoples
right to free education. They also sup-
posedly help those who get tertiary
places with Austudy. The fact that
Austudy is $70 under the poverty line
is simply ignored.

It is Labor who are now running
under a three mine policy to begin the
mining of uranium, going back on a
history of condemning such a move.

Under the Keating government do-
mestic violence refuges were exceeded
in demand by 30%. Their response to
this was to increase funding to hot
lines.

The $30 rebate for child care centres
was not enough and ignored the four
year waiting list which still face new
applicants. It also ignores the low qual-
ity of many of these facilities.

Labor have also embarked upon a
reign of privatisation; 3,000 people lost
their job when Quantas was sold. Yet
the Labor party are persisting with plans
tosell of the Commonwealth and State
banks and other government institu-
tions.

It is under the Labor government we
find ourselves with one million ‘offi-
cially’ unemployed; while in reality
the figure is thought to be at least
1,750,000 people!

But in all this it is important to
remember that Australia is a wealthy
country, Just because we don’t have
any money it’s not to say it doesn’t
exist.

In the last 12 years the richest 200
people in Australia had their incomes
treble, Retail profits rose from 171 mil-
lion dollars to 372 million dollarsin the
last 3 months alone!

Meanwhile in their decade of rule
Labor have used the Accord to reduce
real wages by $70/ week. They have
combined with the Union bureaucracy
tosuppressany legitimate Union move-
ment for better wages or conditions. In
doing so they deregulated the Builders
Labourers and literally destroyed the
pilots strike.

- Basically under the guise of a ‘work-
ers party’ Labor has redistributed Aus-
tralia’s wealth. They have allowed a
minority, in the form of big businesses,
toaccumulate hugeamounts of money.
Meanwhile the majority of Australians
face daily routines of poverty and hard-
ship with no relief in sight.

This is reinforced by Keating’s most
recent solution. A further cut to corpo-
rate tax will allow the rich minority to
earn even more. Supposedly this profit
will ‘trickle down’ to low and middle
income people. Needless to say we are
still waiting for a ‘trickle down’ after

ten years of this kind of policy.
OD: Then what about the Liberals?

A:TheLiberal Party iscertainly more
severe. They unashamedly promote a
blanket tax on everything with a few
grudging, yet superficial, exceptions.
Their policies will destroy any hope
workers had of equal bargaining power
through individually based ‘enterprise
bargaining’ (and the consequent dis-
mantling of Unions).

But the difference between Liberal
and Labor does not lie in their policies.
Theonly difference lies in the pace that
they are prepared to take money away
from us and add it to the profits of the
rich!

OD: But since you and Melanie
Sjoberg are running in marginal seats,
don’t you risk helping the Liberals get-
ting in?

A: The fact is we need areal alterna-
tive. People have an opportunity to
build this alternative by voting for pro-
gressive independents before the major
parties.

Weare however obviously concerned
about the chances of a Liberal victory.
Fortunately the preferential system al-
lows people to vote for other parties,
while still placing Labor before Liberal.

But the threat of the Liberals can not
be used to make us accept Labor. It is
time to reject both of the parties and
make own options.

OD: Aren’t the Democrats a viable
option?

A: The Democrats do have some
good sentiments. Unfortunately the few
progressive people in the party face a
great deal of conservatism in their fel-
low members.

They refuse to take a stand on abor-
tion, while most people would agree
that women must be given the right to
choose. The blanket levy on anyone
with a job also ignores Australia’s ever
increasing wealth gap.

So despite certain promising poli-.
cies they often back down on impor-
tant issues. This is reflected by people
such as Janet Powell leaving the party.

The Democrats also lay all of their
hopes in change through the Parlia-
ment. AsImentioned wethink that the
problems that face us must be tackled
on a more fundamental scale.

OD: Then what would you do differ-
ently to these parties?

A: To begin with the DSP rejécts

economicrationalism. We canno longer
allow profit to motivate our decisions.
Social and ecological needs will be used
to determine what we produce.

We will support all peoples rights to
democratic rights; this implies stop-
ping aid to Indonesia and Papau New
Guinea. Support of just countries would
occur through at least 1% of the Gross
Domestic Product being used for hu-
manitarian aid.

There will be real affirmative action
andanti- discrimination rights for Abo-
riginal people, women, lesbianand gays,
migrants and other oppressed commu-
nities.

Sections 45D and E of the Trade
Practices Act would be abolished, de-
fending the right to organise and pro-
tecting workers right to strike.

The DSP would increase commu-
nity services and the private sector,
rejecting any notions of privatisation.
Sowe don’t sell the Commonwealth or
State Banks for some quick money and
despite future costs. These institutions
would then be publicly accountable,
with people having the rlght to inspect
the books at anytime.

Wewouldrevitalisethe publictrans-
port service. Making it cheaper and
more accessible to all. As well as the
social implications, this would lessen
peoples reliance on cars and cuts down
on fuel consumption and pollution
costs.

Rehabilitation of the environment
must be a priority. Research into alter-
native energy, plantations for renew-
able timber, the cleaning up of the wa-
terways... these are just some of the
measures we propose to create an eco-
logically sustainable society.

Greater environmental safeguards
are also needed with increased penal-
ties for polluting companies. Compa-
nies must be made accountable and
responsible for their by products and
pollution. Hazardous industries would
be relocated away from residential ar-
eas. B

The DSP would implement a mini-
mum income. This would see welfare
recipients and those on Austudy re-
ceivealivable wage. The working week
will be reduced with no loss in pay, to
help end unemployment,

The major parties tend to view edu-
cation as a liability, and this translates
into backwards policies. Education
should no longer be for therich, it must
be available to-everyone and for free.
This will ultimately aid society and
must become a real priority.

Again these are the basics of what

the DSP propose and I would welcome
questions from anyone who wants to.

find out more.

OD: How would you pay for all of
your plans?

A: At the moment some companies
only pay 10 cents in every dollar in tax.
Similarly Hewson admitted to paying
only a 15% tax rate despite his high
income. Legal tax avoidance is com-
mon practice by the rich who can afford
accountants and advisors. The DSP
would stop this.

Finances will be obtained by taxing
the wealthy. Thiswould involve higher
wealth, capital gains taxesanda steeply
graded tax rate.

The Financial Review put Austral-
ian company profits at $4.077 billion,
and that was just for the September
quarter. Yet under the present system
this does not get translated into decent
wages or jobs for most people. There-
fore company taxes would be increased.

The DSP would also dramatically
cut military costs. At the moment Aus-
tralia spends $24 million on the mili-
tary every single day! It is hard to grasp
the implications of such a figure... For
example if we sell onc battle tank it
would pay for 10,000 classrooms for
30,000 children.

If just a fraction of this money were
saved it would pay for most of the
reforms that I have outlined.

OD: Finally what would you like to
say to people who are interested in the
DSP?

In terms of questions people can
contact me during office hours at 231
6982. Alternatively people canget more
information by visiting the Resistance
Book shop at 34A Hindley Street.

But what I'd like to tell people is
quite simply, become active!

We have to empower ourselves in-
stead of leaving our fate to the Parlia-
mentary farce. The alternative I’'m talk-
ing about will grow out of people real-
ising they can change things and by
becoming involved.

This can be done in the short term
through help in the campaign with
stalls, paste ups and letter boxing,

In thelonger term people have many
options open to them, even just on
Campus. People can join Resistance or
the Environmental Youth Alliance.
They can be more informed by coming
to the Resistance Forums, or searching
out alternative media. They can even
help sell Green Left.

There are multitude of ways people ‘
can begin to be active. And each time-
someone becomes involved we draw
closer to change and to creatmg a real
alternative!
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Constitutional-

STUDENTS! ASSOCIATION OF THE
UNIVERSITY OF ADELAIDE

CONSTITUTIONAL REFERENDUM_

Fmances, Elections and Chanoeover”;
Date of Council to take account of
! erisationand changes inthe Ad-

elaide University Union Election regu-
lations.

con31dered are avallable inthe Student

ted to student plgeon ‘holes. prxor to
pollmg ‘ ‘

‘ 'RETURNING OPFICER .
Nominations are now open for the po-‘;
‘j sition of Returning Officer for the Ref-
 erendum. Nominations should be :
of lodged thh the Prcsxdent, Studen ‘

mall honorarna will be paic

he successful applicant

ected by the Hare Clark Optlonal oy
porttonal Method of Votingata Special

Meeting of SAUA Council on ‘Thurs-f“; Ven

day, 11th March 1993 at L.

“ the Students Assocxatlon Offxce
‘No substantial changes are
proposed Details of the motions tobe

~ Tuesday, 16th March 1993
Association Office and will be distrib-

DATES AND TIMES OF POLLING

Venue .
Time 4 - o

. 'Students Assocxatlon OfflCC .

. “Anport Loungc L

. Anport Lounge :

11.45am -2 laprn

Waite Campus .

11 45 am 2.15 pm

1145am - 215pm
. Queen ‘hzabeth Hospxtal

45am-2.15 pm
oseworthy Campus .
lfl 45 am -2 15 pm

Napier Foyer -
1145am -2 I:» pm ‘

. CASM |

11.45am-2.15pm
Law School .
11.45am - Zlopm .

f Medlcal School

. 145am -2
_Royal Adelaide Hospital
1145am -2.15 pm

15 pm

Authorised by Anthony Roedwer

‘ SAUA Presndent .

SAUA Constltutlonal Referendum

Amendments 4,5, 6,7, 8,
12 ST Changes to these
sections of the Constitution are
necessary because of the change to
semesterisation and because of the
Union’s proposed Election Regulation
changes. The Constitution was
hurriedly amended in 1989 when
semesterisation was introduced and it
became appared tha the dates speci-
fied in this section of the Constitu-
tion were unworkable in the frame.
work of the new semester system and
long mid-year break. In that referen-
dum all the dates {for completion of
elections, convening of Election
Tribunal, appointment of R.O., etc
were simply put forward by about
four weeks,
In 1990, sections of the Constitution
was again amended to allow an extra
five working days between the close
of nominations and commencement
of polling. This brought the nomina-
tion period into line with Union
- Board and allowed for a more lei-
surely production and distribution of
the election broadsheet. However,
while an extra week was added into
the election process, no adjustment
was made to the various specified
dates for changeover, etc.
These ‘ad hoc’ changes to the Consti-
tution have now given rise to the
~situation where there is virtually no
flexibility in the whole election
process {which starts a long time.
before polling week| and the Associa-
tion continually faces the prospect of
- acting contrary to the Constitution at
. some stage or other durlng that
process.,
The proposed amendments tie the
elections and changeover date to the
semester system (so that , for exam-

ple, “September 14th”” becomes “the

last day of the first half of the second
semester.” An alternative = .
changeover date could be "'the first
day of the second half of the second
semester” which would bring us into
line with the Board changeover in
early October.

The proposed amendments will also
tie in with the Union’s altered elec-

tion regulations.

Amendments 10, 11 & 12 relate to
administration of Finances. Since the
demise of the SAUA's offset printing
operations (about 6 years ago) a
separate Printing Account is no
longer kept and with the Union’s
centralised accounting system will
not be needed again. These changes
delete all reference to the Printing
Account.

DEFINITIONS

AMENDMENT 1That Section 2.19,
Definitions, be amended to include
the words - “Environment Officer”,
v2.19 "Officer” shall mean a -
person holding one of the following
Offices of the Association President,
Vice-President, Orientation Co-
Ordinator , Women's Of-
ficer, “On Dit” Editor, Student Radio
Director and Environment Officer.

NOTE: This amendment was -
aoverlooked when the Environment
Officer position was established by
referendum in June 1989. The
amendment simply brings thissec-
tion up- -to- date.

AMENDMENT 2.That Section 2.22,
Definitions, be amended to replace
the words “Promotions and Activities
Officer” with the words “Marketing
Manager”, v 2.22 “Marketing
Manager”” shall mean the person
appointed by the Union Board to
promote the Union’s facilities and to
organise Activities for the Union,
currently known as the Marketing
Manager and shall include such
Officer|s under whatever title the -
Officer(s) 1s/are known from time to
tlme :

- NOTE: The title of thlS position has

changed. The amendment brmgs this
section up-t -to-date.

STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE
ASSOCIATION .- THE ACTIVITIES
STANDING COMMITTEE

AMENDMENT 3. That S. 13.1

(6) , Composition of the Activities
Standing Committee, be amended to
replace the words “Union’s Promo-
tions/Activities Officer” with the
words “Union Marketing Manager
or her/his nominee.”, viz:

13.1 Composition of the Activities
Standing Committee

{6) The Union’s Marketing Manager
or r/his nominee.

NOTE: This change would allow the
Marketing Manager (who is often
unable to attend meetings of ASC
because of prior commitments) to
send along the Entertainment Officer
as her/his nominee. Iasked Barry
Salter and he thought this was a good
idea. If “or nominee” part is not
acceptable to Council, the amend-
ment can just be to change the title
to Marketing Manager.

SUB-COMMITTEE OF THE COUN-
CIL

AMENDEMENT 4. That S. 19.2,

Sub-Committees of the Council -

General, be amended to replace the
words “September

fourteenth” with the words “the last

day of

the first half of the second
semester”, viz:

19.2  Any resolution of the Council
establishing a sub-committee or
relating to'a sub- committee
established under Section 8(9) shall
cease to have effect on the last day of
the firstalf of the second semes-
ter.
NOTE: This is changed to accommo-
date the proposed new changeover
date for Council and Committees.

OFFICERS - THE VICE-PRESIDENTS

AMENDMENT 5.That 'S, 32, Condi-
tions of Office of the Vice- Pre31dents
be amended to read

"The Vice-Presidents shall hold office
for one calendar year as from the
changeover date of the year of

‘their election”.

NOTE: This is altered to change the
period of office in line with that
included for the Environment Officer
when that position was created.
Previously it read “The Vice-Presi-
dents ahall hold office from Septem-
ber fourteenth the year in which they
were elected until September thir-
teenth the following year.” The
proposed change would enable the
changeover date to be altered at
another time, if required, without
having to change all these other
clauses relating to conditions of office
of office bearers,

AMENDMENT 6.That $.32.2, Condi-
tions of Office of the Vice-President,
be amended to replace the words
“September thirteenth” with the
words “ the changeover date”, :
viz:32.2 The office of E.V-P. or A/
C V-P. shall be declared vacant by the
Council upon the receipt by the
President of the E.V-P’s or A/C V-P’s
written and signed resignation.
A By-Election shall be held to fill the
vacant position. The person  elected
at the By-Election shall hold office
until the changeover date in the year
following the year in which the
Annual Elections at which the person
who resigned was elected were
held.”

NOTE: See.note for Amendment 5re
changeover of office bearers.

OFFICERS - THE ORIENTATION -
CO-ORDINATOR

AMENDMENT 7.That S. 34.2, The
Duties of the O’Co-Ordinator, be
amended to replace the words
September fourteenth” with the
words “last day of the first half of the
second semester., viz:34.2
TheDuties of the Orintation Co-
ordinatorThe Orientation Co-
Ordinator shall, in writing, inform -
the President, Pre31dent Elect and
‘Council before the last day of the first
‘half of the second semester ~ which
one of the above duties s/he will
personally perform.

NOTE: Another one of those “Sep-
tember fourteenth” clauses which

On dit*18

Obligation

needs to be altered.

AMENDMENT 8.That Section 35.1,
Conditions of Office of the Orienta-
tion Co-Ordinator, be amended

to replace the words ”September
fourteenth the year” with the words
“the changeover date in the year”,
viz:35.1 The Orientation Co-
Ordinator shall hold office from the
changeover date in the yearin which
s/he was elected until midnight the
first Sunday after the first official
academic week of the year. However
s/he shall still be required to present
a written report on the activity s/he
organised pursuant to Section 34.5
and on Orientation in general within
ten academic days of the end of the
Orientation Week.

NOTE: Another “September four-
teenth” clause to be altered.

OFFICERS - THE WOMEN'S OF-
FICER

AMENDMENT 9.That Section 38.2,
Conditions of Office of the Women'’s
Officer, be amended to read

38.2 The Women's Officer shall
hold office for one calendar year as
from the changeover date of
the year of their election.

NOTE: Another “September four-
teenth” changeover clause to be
altered.

FINANCES - ACCOUNTS

NOTE: The following three amend-
ments delete all reference to the
Printing Account from the Constitu-
tion. We have not had such an
account for over six years.

AMENDMENT 10. That Section
54, Accounts, be amended to replace
the word “three” with the word

"two"” and to delete the words,
“Printing Account”, viz:54.AccThe
Association shall keep only two
accounts. These shall be called the
General Account and the Functions
Account respectively.”

AMENDMENT 11.That Section 56,
The Printing Account, be deleted.

AMENDMENT 12.That in Section
59.4, Authorisation of Expenditure,
the following following clause
should be deleted,
viz:(“In the case of expenditure from
the Printing Account, the Students’
Association Admlmstratlve Secretary
and either the A/C V-P or E. V-P
must also authorise the expend1

“ture.”)

ANNUAL ELECTIONS
AMENDMENT 13. ‘That Section
60, Annual Elections - Date, be
amended to replace the words
September ninth” to
“during the first half of the second
semester each year”, viz:
60.  DateThe Association’s Offlcers

. Council and Standing Committees

shall be elected at the Annual Elec-
tions which shall be held during the

-~ first half of the second semester each

year,

. NOTE: Here agam we are’ proposmg ,
~t0o move away from specific dates and

tie the election:process to :
semestensatxon regardless of dates

_This gives a little bit more flexibility

in when elections can be held, brings
us into line with the Union and
makes it less likely that we will be in
breach of the Constitution in the
election process.

AMENDMENT 14, That S. 62.1,
Calling of Annual Elections and
Appointment of a Returning Officer,
be amended to replace
the words “July twenty-fifth” with
the words “the last academic

day of the first semester”, viz:62.1
The Students’ Association Election
Tribunal shall meet before the last
academic day of the first semester
each year and shall:(1) Determine
the dates over which pollng for the
Annual Elections shall be conducted
that year, and(2) Open nominations
and set a date for the close of nomina-
tions for the position of Returning
Officer for the Annual Elections.
NOTE: July 25th usually falls in
thelong mid-year break. The amend-
ment will ensure that (hopefully) the
Election Tribunal will meet prior to
breaking up for the long vacation.
AMENDMENT 15, That S. 62.3,
Calling of Annual Elections and
Appointment of a Returning Officer,
be amended to replace
the words ""before August third” with
the words “within fourteen  days of
the commencement of the second
semester”, viz:

62.3 The S.A.E.T. shall
appointaReturning Officer for the
Annual Elections within

fourteen days of the commencement
of the second semester.

NOTE: This will allow time for
advertising in two editions of On Dit
immediately after the long break.
AMENDMENT 16.That
S.62.5,Callng of Annual Elections and
Appointment of a Returning Officer,
be amended to replace the words

" August third” with “the appoint-
ment of the Returning Officer”, viz:
62.5 After the appointment of the
Returning Officer, the S.A.E. T, shall -
not meet until it is required to do
so under Section 65. -

NOTE: Another deletion of a specific’
date to allow more flexibility.

AMENDMENT 17. That S. 63.1,
Nominations and Polling, be
amended to replace the words ”5.00
pm.” with the words
4,30 p.m.” and the words ”7.00
p.m.” with the words ”7.30 p.m.”,
viz:63.1Pollingfor the Annual Elec-
tions shall be conducted over five
consecutive academic days, com-
mencing at 9.00 a.m. on a Monday
morning and finishing at 4.30
p.m. on the first Friday after the
Monday on which polling com-
menced. At least one polling booth
shall remain open until 7.30 p.m. on -
one of those days.

NOTE: The Union’s Regulations
have been changed to these times.
This is necessary to bring us into
line,
AMENDMENT 18
Declaration of the Poll, be amended
to replace the words ”twelve noon
. on the seventh

That$. 65.1,

day” with the words “fifth academic
day”, viz:65.The S.AE.T. shall meet
on the fifth academic day after the
close of polls on the final day of
polling in the elections, for the
declaration of the poll..

NOTE: Allows for more flexibility in
calling the meeting of SAET which
accepts the R.O.’s Report. Previously
this meeting was nearly always
inquorate, Also clarifies that we are
talking about academic days.

AMENDMENT 19. That S. 66,
Changeover,be amended to replace
the words “September fourteenth”
with e words “the last day of the first
half of the second semester”, viz:66.
ChangeoverThe Cfficers, Councillors
and Members of the Standing
Committes of the Association, other
than the President, “On Dit” Editor(s)
or “Student Radio” Director(s),
elected at the Annual Elections shall
take office on the last day of the first
half of the second semester in the
year in which they were elected.
NOTE: See previous notes re
changeover date.

BY-ELECTIONS

AMENDMENT 20. That S. 67 (1]
, Calling of By-Elections, be amended
to replace the word “seventh” with
the word “fourth”, viz67. Calling
of By-ElectionsBy-Elections to fill all
vacancies resulting from resignation,
or dismissal under Part Seven of this
Constitution, or from an insuffi-
ciency of candidates at the last
elections, shall be called by the

Council to be held:(1} In the fourth
official academic lecture week of the
year,or

....... NOTE: AMENDMENT 21,

That S.68, Timing of the By-Elec-
tions, be amended to replace the
words “the seventh official academic
lecture week” with the words “f
official academic lecture week”,
viz68. Timing of By-Election68. 1

No By-Election may be held during
the period between the fourth official
academic lecture week of the year
and the Annual Elections.
AMENDMENT 22. That §.69.3,
Conduct of By-Elections, be amended
to replace the words “5.00 p.m” with
the wods “4.30 p.m.” and the words
“7.00 p.m.” with the words “7.30
p.m.”, viz68.3 Polling for By-
Elections shall be conducted over at
least three consecutive academic
days, commencing at 9.00 a.m. and
finishing at 4.30 p.m. on at least

two of those days and commencing at
9.00 a.m. and finishing at 7.30 p.m. 0
one of those days.

AMENDMENT 23. That S.69.4,
Conduct of By-Elections, be amended
to replace the words “Finance Vice
President’”” with the words “Activi-
ties/Campaigns Vice President.”,
viz:69.4 Nopersmay nominate for a
position at a By-Election where his/
her election to that position would
mean that s/he would hold more than
one of the following positons(1)
President|2) Education Vice Presi-
dent(3) Activities/Campaigns
Vice President4)

...............
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Lettuce

Ours in
Union

Dear Eds,

Once again our ‘'wonderful’ union is
trying to brainwash its members with
terror tactics. By closing down facili-
ties of which it has control to highlight
the problems its committee percieves
[sic) with VSU.

Well, this is a fucked attitude, they
now put up the prices, in exchange we
get a simple 10% discount {Note: that
dim sims went up to 65¢ from 25¢ -
approximately 150% inc., some help
10% rebate is] when the cost to buy
from retailers is 9.85¢ each this is a
mark up of 650%.

By now freshers (1st years) alike would
notice that mostitems are not cheap to
purchase and are out of most students
budgets.

We pay to see bands (when it’s sup-
posed to be subsidised) and then pay $2
a “cup” of beer. (what a fucking insult).
All these miserable bastards should
work for free, and not get paid to get a
portfolio.

Take for example, last year our “illus-
trious” leader Ms S. Obrein (sic), fucked
up swat vac. The union fajled to notify
the student body that there was simply
no swat vac, until for some it was too
late. So “Suzie” get away clean, and
who knows howmany people got fucked
up.

So don’t support them, if they want the
union, let them do it for free, and really
work.

If theargument arises, that we will lose
student facilities, it’s true. Because al-
ready we will lose the gym next year,
some say who cares and they are enti-
tled to that opinion. So why are they
paying for it. For non-students to join a
sports club you pay a $55 sports assoc.
fee, so if you want tojoin a club we pay
this, much better than $250 or $300 for
first timers.

- Just be aware of the bullshit because it

for “their” benefit not ours.
Geol (Hons)

Worthless

turd

;Dear Worthless Turd,

Since when has an article, especially an
article written by me, been written
with a moral conclusion. How would
you even know if it had a conclusion at
all given that in your view it was a
"shit-boring yarn”, I admire your abil-
ity tosuffer through an article with the
interest level of comparative politics.

Some people write great books which

~ are deep and involving on many differ-
- ent levels. Irespect these people’s work

and wish them well. I wish Donna
Tartt well I must say - read ‘The Secret

History’, you will be captivated: But I
digress. The pointIam trying to make

is that it is also important to keep in
mind that some people write for the fun
of it, People like myself who usually

write self indulgent, self referential,
cliquey humour pieces should not be
denied their right to tell a bit of a yarn.
It is the yarn which more often ends up
as history; look at the dog on the
tuckerbox. Just you (you, you) consider
the antics of Joh Bjelke Peterson in the
late ‘80s and thank your lucky stars
that there is someone like me who can
rememberthose days andrecount a few
anecdotes.

They say that we, as a generation, have
lost the noble art of story telling. We
just watch TV these days. Judging by
the way you writeyou don’t read books
unless they have astripey, golden spine
and big pictures. I'm the Father, or the
Grandfather you never had, but, be-
cause you are probably some awful,
thin, pasty skinned, acne ridden, angst
laden little boy, I'm never going to put
you on my knee and tell you a story.
If you don’t like the way I write or what
Iwrite about, then fuck you. Goback to
your episodes of BH 90210 and your
dad’s computer screen.

Yours in confidence,

Dave Sag

P.S. You're not invited.

P.P.S.Ididn’t write it for you anyway,
Iwroteitfor myselfand Darien O'Reilly,
50 bite me,

] .
Dairy Man
Dear L. Steffek and G. Svigos,

You obviously both agree with MrSalter
that the addition of glasses to the Un-
ion Diary character made it able to be
seen as “of any gender, race or age”.
Personally, Ifind this laughable. To me
and to every single other person I have
spoken to {including some who do not
disapprove of the diary) the figure is
unquestionably male, just asit is white,
young and able-bodied. This is not be-
cause women Or mature age or non-
Anglo saxon students never have short
hair, glasses or an angular physique. It
is simply that if one set out to represent
awoman (or any other person deviating
from the exclusive, outdated “norm”)
it certainly would not look like the
figure in the diary. L

Yes, Mr Svigos, if a university diary
decorated by a “typical” student figure
depicted only women than I'm sure
that men would find it offensive, The
reality is, however, that a female figure
wouldnot unthinkingly be used to sym-
bolise a university student, because
universities are still associated with
men - a leftover from the days when
they wouldn’t let women in at all. That
is what many of us are trying to fight.
And that is why we would rather see a
diversity of figures on the diary to give
acknowledgement to all types of stu-

dent that attend Adelaide University,

The second point that you bothseem to
agree on is that the issue of the diary
‘character is trivialand harmless. I agree
that there are many more explicitly
damaging forms of oppression to be
found.Indeed, itisexactly becauseIam
aware of the rape and mental violation
([see L. Steffek’s letter) of women, on
campus and off, and of the multitudes
of other discrimination and abuses that
women are subjected to that I object to

the diary. Because I believe that any-
thing (however small and apparently
trivial) that continues the invisibility
of women and other oppressed groups
contributes to the maintenance of dis-
crimination and abuse. In the case of
the diary, I quite simply feel that the
Union has a duty in the official univer-
sity diary with such wide distribution
and usage, not to perpetuate the image
of university as the domain of white,
young, able-bodied men.

Things have changed a lot since that
was the case. Some of us would like to
change a lot more.

Yours sincerely,

Liana Buchanan

P.S. To Mr/Ms Steffek: Your assump-
tions about the types of women who
dare to object to the diary are both
irrelevantand inaccurate. They arealso
really disappointingfrom someone who
calls themselves a feminist. But I guess

we all have different definitions ....

Really
fucked off

Dear Eds,

It’s Wednesday lunch and we're really
fucked off. Just five short weeksago, we
paid our $245 student Union Fees. To-
day the Union is closed! That means
over a period of 26 study weeks it's
costing us $1.89 per day, to enjoy the
wonderful facilities this Union pro-
vides. We want our money back! It is
our last year at Uni and we don't give a
shit what happens to the Union next
year..

Ben Hall Eco

Richard Gunner Eco

Ben Cohn Eco

Ronald McDonald Health Science

Dr John Hewson Philosophy

Benito Mussolini Liberal Studies

Cans

To all students who use aluminium
cans of soft drink and then dispose of
them thoughtfully in the refectory bins
- please be a little more thoughtful:
these cans are recycled if kept separate
from other rubbish, so leave them on
tables to be collected, or in boxes lo-
cated on trolleys if available,

Jo McNamara

BA (Hons) ;

Upper Refectory

Austudy 5

Dear Editors,

‘I'was most surprised to see that in this

year's first On Dit the article about the
Austudy 5 was headlined “Five Go To
Jail”. Shouldn’t it have been "“Five Fight
for Freedom”? The main idea of the
Campaign to Defend the Austudy 5 is
to make sure that they don’t go to jail
and that as many people as possible get
involved in defending them and demo-

cratic rights in general. [To do this,
contact the Campaign to Defend the
Austudy 5, P.O. Box 667, Kent Town,
5071.) Let's strive for the future head-
line: “Five Overcome Oppression”!
Vida Weiss

Adelaide University International So-
cialist Club

Warrens
block

Towhom all these presents shall come,

Greetings. In the grand cycle of demo-
cratic life, the proving action, the lit-
mus test of our freedom and right to be
ruled by those we select isupon usonce
again - the General Election. It scems,
however, that the choice to be made on
pollingday is more difficult than it may
have ever been before in the history of
glorious voter participation, The Labor
Party has produced for the best con-
servative government since Robert
Menzies. The Liberal Party has pro-
duced nothingother than a move to the
Right at odds with our cherished ‘fair
go’ welfare ideal. The National Party -
who where they again? And the Demo-
crats - or whatever they are called at the
moment - still cry out from the wilder-
ness, haunted by the spectre of the
'wasted vote’.

The mealy-mouthed marsupials on one
side and the lobotomised chimps on
the other, each drive before them their
dancing bears and performing seals of
the election circus and expect that we
will be dazzled by brilliant conjuring
tricks producing simultaneously jobs,
increased welfare and lower taxes. It
seems to me that the choice boils down
to one issue. That of the GST. No origi-
nality, Wazza, This, I know. Neverthe-
less, this question of a new tax or not is
the fundamental effluence of all that
goes before it by way of political hype.
The GST and its so-called benefits,
promised as it is to be the panacea for
Australia’s current parsimonious and
impecunious state, fails to take into
account one factor - the Greed factor,
This factor influences both business
and government alike. Businesses will
be given respite from a myriad of other
taxes which they pay now, to be re-
placed by the GST which we will pay
openly. Business theoretically has been
tightening the belt now fora number of
years. I am sure that share holders in
BHP, Coles Myer, Woolworths et al
have really been feeling the pinch. Is it
likely that havingbeenrelieved of these
‘other’ taxes, these companies are go-
ing to pass the savings back to consum-
ers? I think not. Dividends have not
been exactly chipper for a few years
now, so why not pocket those tax con-
cessions and charge the old prices or as
near to them as the companies can get
away with? : : ;
Then Government. A recent report on
PM (Radio National) showed that the
GSThavingbeen introducedin 70 coun-
tries now, has never stayed at its origi-
nal level for more than 6 months. This
is the greed of Government. The need
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to grab more money from us to fund ...
well, whatever it is that government
fund - government cars and pollies’
compensation payouts, I expect. So,
with companies not lowering prices or
lowering them only marginally and
Government ready to bewail the state
of the nation and continuing to compel
us to give up ever increasing amounts
of dollars to save the ailing economy,
the GST would seem to be a placebo
rather than a panacea.

As a side issue, I suggest that of the
200,000 jobs Hewson alleges will be
created by the introduction of the GST,
150,000 will be in the Public Service to
administer the taxandattempt to elimi-
nate the black economy that willinevi-
tably grow to circumvent the tax.
Vote as you will (if you are old enough)
on 13th March. Feel the adrenalin of
enthusiasm as you make your contri-
bution to the democratic tradition. But
remember, too, the Greed factor and
consider it carefully when you make
your mark(s) on the ballot paper. It will
b bad enough having mealy-mouthed
marsupials or lobotomised chimps run-
ning the country but to give them even
more money to do it with would be
culpable and careless.

Yours sincerely,

Warren P. Block

Whoops a
daisy!

Dear Georgina, Fiona and Richard,

It is not often that I go into print about
On Ditsoearly in the year but I wish to
point out some problmes from the Un-
ion perspective about your first publi-
cation, with which we are disappointed.
Firstly, the Union has a By-Election
comingupandIamsurethat the Admin.
Secretary of the Union forwarded an
advertisement, which unfortunately did
not appear in this publication. Nor did
an Activities advertisement appear
which had been forwarded by the En-
tertainment Officer, Gary Steele.
Secondly, the back page of On Dit was
most disappointing. It might be very
funny to a select few of the “in people”
associated with On Dit, last year and
one would suggest, still associated e.g
the Darien O'Reilly’s and Dave Sag’s of
the world, but to the Union and the
staff slandered by the article, it was
unnecessary and unwarranted.

The Union welcomes legitimate and
constructive criticism. However the
sarcastic, senseless and destructive na-
ture of the article, does nothing to ce-
ment any sort of relationship between
the Union and On Dit, nor does it assist
in motivation of the staff who were
lambasted in that article.

I trust that you can understand, that
trying to motivate peole to do their best
for the Union and students, is an ongo-
ing challenge in this environment.
However, whatever good work is done
can be totally negated by such an arti-
cle, as appeared in your first edition. It
serves no good purpose and it does not
herald well for your period of editorial
control. One can anticipate criticism
throughout the year but to start with a
full back page in the first edition
wassimply too much for me tolet go. I
trust that you will use your editorial
discretion, when you are presented with
such diatribes in the future.

Looking forward to a more positive and
constructive future,
Yours sincerely,

Rob Brice

Union Secretary/Manager

How to villify the left
for fun and profit

Many people want to be many things in
this life. Some aspire to be artists, oth-
ers leaders, still other warriors. Then
again some people just want to get
drunk and get laid.

But some people aspire to belong. To
identify with a group so strongly that
their membership is as easily seen as a
fifteen year old’s erection at a school
swimming carnival. Moreover, some
people seek to think the same as their
peers. To hold the same opinions, the
same ideas and to surround themselves
with supercilious friends who agree on
everything,

The worst group in our society for con-
formity to non-conformity and ideo-
logical dogma masquerading as inde-
pendent rational through is the Left.
For those of you with nothing better to
do whilst you're at University, belong-
ing to the Left is quite harmless. Hav-
ing a 'monopoly on self-righteousness
and moral indignation can be good fun,
And here’s how to do it.

Let's start with your appearance. Noth-
ing beats wearing black. If you wear
black you will be one of those unfortu-
nates pretending they’re somebody,
pretending to be nobody. And they are
dead right; they are nobody.

Some kinds of black are frowned upon.
A thin black leather tie makes you like
a motor mechanic who got lost on the
way tothe OldLion. A black suit makes
you look like you belong to the Mafia,
Jackets and Jumpers: Anything goes
justaslong assome dumbanimal wasn’t
killed in its making, As a member of
theLeft, you believe that animals should
be oppressed by people whomake things

- things like a living, for example.
Hair: Forget about. Most people on the
Left have.

What to Study: Easy this. Arts. You can

spend three years bitching about what

a fucked job the government is doing
about every social issue and then when
you've finished, go out and get a job
anywhere youcan. That's right, ajob in
government. ‘

If you are an intelligent Arts student (is
this a contradiction in terms?) get into
Law. You can still maintain Left Cred
by saying you're only doing it to bring
the system down from within, Once
youarea Lawyer you canhave great fun
prosecuting your ex-Arts friends for
possession. :

As a member of the Left, it’s important
to defend why you chose Arts {saying
you were too dumb for Eco isn’t good
enough). Crap on thatby gettinga higher
education, society will be better off.

Just because you've studied Ancient.
 Babylonian Basket Weaving shouldn’t

deter you. . :

Opinions: Do you have any? Of course.

you do, just make sure they agree with
the ones held by everyone else.
Feminism, Socialism and Communism

are fantastic. Capitalism should be

avoided. It is all about making money
to help yourself, rather than relying on
the government to help you. Ignore it
until you leave University, at that time

ignore it at your peril. R
~Tens of thousands of words have been

written on Feminism, Socialism and
Communism. Butas youare only inter-

ested in maximum effect for minimum -
effort, here are some cheat notesso you

can bullshit your way through a few
Coopers at the Exeter (see Drugs and
Hangouts).

Feminism: It is quite an exclusive ide-
ology as it’s based on what’s between
your legs rather than what’s between
your ears, Males should agree with any-

- thing a feminist says, With any luck,

your silence will be taken as assent.
Females should say anything they like
(this is quite good fun)as the guys will
be too scared to argue with them for
fear of being branded sexist.
Communism: Bemoan the fact that it
has never been given a chance to work
properly. Look blank when somebody
asks: “Well, what the fuck did they do
in Russian for seventy years, then?”
Drugs: These are great as you can take
them as a form of protest against the
government’s archaic drug policies, or
you can take them to get off your face.
The two drugs of choice are marijuana
and alcohol. Alcohol can be more nar-
rowly defined as Coopers. The Left,
with its emphasis on being in touch
with the world and all its problems,
surprisingly choose to drink a paro-
chial beer. Perhaps ideologically sound
beer made by the Nepalese with a gov-
ernment grant would taste like cat’s
piss, ‘ ‘

Marijuana is popular due to tradition.
Smoking it really took off in the sixties

-when Left-wing hippies wore disgust-

ing clothes, fought for peace and gener-
ally demanded free love and drugs. As
to why any group would pursue an

_activitywhichissoclosely aligned with

hippy dip-sticks is a moot point,
Hangouts: But where should you go

now that you have the hair, the hash
and the haute couture? Rundle Street.
Rundle Street contains the two Left
pubs: the Australiaand the Exeter. The
Exeter, where its bad taste in bands is
only surpassed by its bad taste in car-
pet, is the pub to workshop your
Sandinista poetry anthology pamphlet
with the collective. Bands you can hear
playing there include ... oh, I don’t
know. Any nameI could come up with
would never be as unintentionally stu-
pid as theirs. :
The Austral is a Queenslandish look-
ing pub which suffers from one prob-
lem:; it’s not in Queensland,

Things to do at the Pub: Drink and
listen to the bands. This is an activity
fraught with difficulties so it is best to
practice at home until you have per-
fected the manoeuvre. ‘
Buy a six pack - pack of Cooper’s Spar-
kling Ale. Open each stubbie and pour

half of it away. Leave the stubbies on :

the back lawn to approach room tem-

perature, Goinside and turn your stereo

onto Triple]. Then turn the tuning dial
so Triple J sounds more like the music
it usually plays. Hold the warm empty
stubbie in both your hands and nod
your head. Thisisas close as I can get to
describing what it’s like to get drunk
and listen to a band at a Left pub.

So that’s it. Go forth, Cooper’s in hand,
hash in pocket and not a single original
thought in your head. With this sure

fire guide you will fit in easily with the

Left.After a while, you may never be

able to think differently again.’

C. Frearson
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Our latest Catering Outlet
since the Gallery Coffee Shop

FRESH Up Market-Sandwiches, Rolls and Lepinja
or “Make Your Own” |
Y |
HOT Focaccia, Bagels, Croissants, Quiche,
Pitta Vegetarian Rolls, Soups (winter)

DELICIOUS Cakes baked on the premises
®
HOT Cappuccinos, Espresso Coffee, Vienna Coffee,
| Hot Chocolate range of Teas

ICED coffee, Cocktail Milkshakes & Spring Water

- BACKSTAGE CAFE
Ground floor Schulz Building
| near Scott Theatre,
‘on western side of University North Terrace campus
Open 8.00am - 7.00pm Monday - Thursday
| 8. OOam 5. OOpm Frlday

ADELAIDE

UI\II.N

Present your Union Card and receive 10% dlscount
on all food and beverage purchases
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Cloudy but Fine

Possible Clouds

Recent works by Cecelia Clarke
and Bronwyn Platten

Until 14th March
Experimental Art Foundation
Adelaide

Got a taste for something new? Well, if
you have this could be an exhibition
well worth your while. This rather odd
exhibition seeks tochallenge somevery
interesting ideas concerning the
boundaries of our bodies. What is in-
side and what is outside of the smooth
surfaces of our bodies? Where is the end
of our insides and where is the begin-
ning of what is outside? .

The use of tongues in this exhibition
such asthe kissing table whichisavery
imposing and disturbing arrangement,
contains on its surface a number of
tongues of varyinglength size andshape
all placed and positioned in a mildly
worrying manner. The fact that these
tongues are an inner $ensory organ ex-
ternalised and isolated on a table seem
to challenge the established ideas of
our external boundaries. the tongues
can be either inside or outside our bod-

Art Ga ‘e“ry : ‘
North Terrace, Adelalde L

ies. The concept of this internal and
external body within the context of
this exhibition seem to be a reflection
on the perceptions of the established
boundaries of art.

Theexhibition which is called Possible
Clouds is recent works by Cecelia

- Clarke and Bronwyn Platten. An inter-

esting thing about this exhibition is
that it contains an important message
concerning intellectual disability, as
Cecelia Clarke is intellectually disa-

Greenaway Art Gallery

39 Rundle Street, Kent Town
‘ Photography by Lisa Tomasetti,

‘;“I‘Slmon Cardwell I-Yann Lee,

Fcétiyal Centre Artspace . ‘
King William Street, Adelaide
iThe King and I

Sally Foster, Rachel Hancock

Iannah Poole. ‘
February .

Iam Factory
Lion Arts Centre Adelalde
‘Scratch’ . '

. Gerry Wedd
_ “The Ethereal Edge’ .
~ Paper work and paper construc.

_tions
_ Until 28th March

Costumes, sketchcs photo-"

graphs
1°th February 20th March

Gallery‘(North Adelaide School

of Art]

42 Stanley Streét North Adelaide

Earth Offerings (19‘)2 Ceramic
graduates)

Lindy Breakey, Esther Gamer [
SEmily Hill, Manon Lee, Buffy ;

Woolcock
§Until 10th March_, |

Union Gallery

Union House, Umversrty of Ad

elaide
‘Symbols and Mctaphors

Drawings by Anton Hart, Aldo}

“lacobelli, Christopher Orchard,

bled. This raises important questions
concerning the nature and classifica-
tion of art, What is it that has the right
to be called art? Well, you can judge for
yourself in this exhibition,

One thing for sure, it is certainly both
intellectually stimulating as well as
being visually interesting. Such works
as The Charismatic Personality, which
is composed of a vanity chair with a
cryptic looking black and white tiled
object placed on it. In addition to this,

it has stuffed toys covered with rolled
oatsandan arc of strawberry jam placed
around to one side of the chair in semi-
circular formation. It is enigmatic to
say the least. Make of it as you will, but
it’s worth seeing.

This exhibition is at the experimental
art foundation, just around the corner
from the Mercury Cinema. Tongues or -
no tongues, it’s a tasty experience.

Luke Matousec

An exhibition of photo-based work by non-
Anglo British and Australian artists
exploring issues of marginalisation and
cultural displacement.

Presented in Adelaide by:
The Contemporary Art Centre
" The Experimental Art Foundation
The Multicultural Arts Trust
The Union Gallery

The Union Gallery, Level 6 Union House, Umversety of Adelalde _
March 17-31 :
GaHery hours: Weekdays 10am - 5pm
Phone 228 5013 Fax 223 7165

Exhibition curated by Clare Williamson,
~Toured by the IMA (Brisbane),
~ Sponsored by the British Council




Cranked Up Really High
Various
Shagpile

This is the Melbourne companion to
Sydney’s ‘Take your Vitamins’ compila-
tion, featuring 17 of the coolest rock
bands in the world, who just happen to
reside in Melbourne. The names say most
of it; Bored!, Hoss, Phillisteins, Sunset
Strip, Pray TV, Powder Monkeys, Scourge
and so on and so forth, The compilation
is the baby of a certain Simon Keeler, and
so subject to some personal bias (over a
third of the bands contain an ex-GOD or
Phillistein!) but frankly, his taste is im-
peccable!

There are two covers; the Phillisteins
doing the Zero’s ‘"Wimp’ and She Freak
doing the Damned’s ‘Stab your Back’
with glorious excess wah. Hoss provide
an out-take of ‘Cranky Tonkin’ from
"You Get Nothing and Pray TV do 'How
many Times?’, which is one of their
strongest songs to date. The mix of Sonic
Youth/English swirl guitars and gentle
vocals works well. The Powder Mon-
keys{with John Nolan, the man with the
lethal wah-wah/big-toe combination, and
Tim '‘GOD’ Hemensley) provide a rock
epic that has convinced me to get hold of
theirnew CD ep. |As if after seeing them
live I wasn’t going to anyway!] Scourge
supply theabsolute killer of the compila-
tion, ‘King Kill’. {Oh shit, no pun in-
tended!}1t’s one of those songs that, after
hearing it for the first time, you turn the
stereoabove councilrestrictionsand stick
your head between the speakers. What
pain?? This is a band to watch out for,
powerful enough to get you evicted, but
with a sense of humour. [Hear
‘Toesucker’, their tribute to Gary 'Dif-
ferent Strokes’ Coleman - truly bizarre!}

There are also three lo-fi live gems
from the White Elephants, Morbid Dread
and Bored!. Bored! are recorded at the
Barwon Club doing their live favourite
Mr. 10%. This was recorded after Dave
T’s little stage diving trick (which appar-
ently left him nearly impaled on his
crumpled guitar and with two broken
arms)soTas from the Seaweed Goorillas
and Matt Randall are on guitar.

“Basically, this is essential. It also has
- great cover art and is sensibly priced.
($20 rrp) Hey, stop press : it’s on CD and
-real live vinyl! -
‘ Daniel Kearney

Agamst Perfection
Adorable
Creation / Shock

The first wave of the new post grunge
brat pack is here. Self obsessedand armed
with guitars, Adorable arrived on the

scene early last year with disarming
confidence and an NME Single of the
Week. A few more NME accolades later
and they’ve released their debut indie-
guitar album. You could worse than
this.

For all of Adorable’s disdain for their
peers, this CD sounds like it firmly
belongs amongst the likes of its Crea-
tion label mates. They’'ve been com-
pared to Ride and in parts this would
appear to hold true. Piotr's pompous
vocals set them apart and the guitar
work swings over a bit more to the
Mudhoney end of the spectrum. It's a
quality product if you can handle the
arrogance of the band.

“Homeboy” stands out as the most
powerful track and was appropriately
selected as asingle. It’sapparently a live
favourite of the band. Word-wise,
"Homeboy" is entirely unengaging. It’s
about as mentally taxing a watching a
1970’s TV documentary. It will keep
your interest for a few minutes but then
itfadesinto the backgroundandlosesits
appeal. You can only chant “You're so
beautiful” so many times without it
becoming a cliché. Music-wise, it's a
corker.

The CD takes a bit of a slide in the
second half. ”Sistine Chapel Ceiling”
carries the load admirably but after that
there’s a moderate slip in the standard.
The initial tracks of “Glorious” and A
Fade In” just aren’t matched. The songs
still hang in there but they don’t quite
peak where they should. It could also be
that Piotr’s singing gets on the nerves
after a while,

Adorable have tried valiantly to come
up with a classic. They've tried to pro-
duce an antidote to what they perceive
as a glut of mediocrity on the record
shelves today. No more shoe-gazers,
Adorable are mirror-gazers but even a
new tag won't help them break the
established code of indie-rock. They’re
everything that The ManicStreet Preach-
ers should be but they haven’t quite
gone far enough. The Preachers attitude
with the right music is good but the
verdict is close but no cigar.

Rohan Thompson

Live /[ The Way We Walk
Volume Two: The Longs
Genesis

Virgin

Christ! Do sorne people have nosense
of cliche? Yes, ‘The Longs' in the title
means that this is a compilation of the
longest songs recorded on Genesis’
"Dance” world tour of 1992,

The great danger of compact discs is
that they can contain up to 80 minutes
of music, which means that bands who

-go on forever can, fraudulently, fit their

music into aconcise package. The triple
gatefold sleeve of Yessongs at least gave
you fair warning of its contents.

It was only ...oh ... seventeen years
ago that punk developed to express its
contemptfor bloated, overpaidrockstars
jamming away aimlessly onstage for
hours on end. Well, guess what? Gen-
esis still haven’t got the message.

World Music hero Peter Gabriel should

~ be thoroughly ashamed that he had a

hand in writing repulsively twee, self-

~satisfied ‘art-rock’ like “Firth of Fifth”

in 1973, but I'll bet that he at least had
the good taste not to perform it onstage

in 1992. Not Genesis. On no. It's right
therein their”Old Medley” [19:32), along
with four other strongarguments for dou-
bling taxationratesin the highest bracket.

The next four songs (all over 10 min-
utes) feature hot licks guitar solos, lots of
noodly keyboard bits and absurdly over-
played drums which are too high in the
mix (Phil’s got more money than the
other two, after all). The real triumph is
saved for the end, however. A drum solo!
Not actually a drum solo, though, be-
cause thereare twoof them playing, a fact
which is drawn to our attention by the
imaginative title “Drum Duet”. Fat Phil
and Chester Thompson go at it for six
minutes without a hint of irony. And
why should there be any? The crowd
seem to love it, although I'll give you a
hint, guys: they’re not applauding during
the dramatic pauses because they’re too
carried away with enthusiasm to pick
that it's not really over; they’re applaud-
ing because they want you to stop.

You can’t accuse me of prejudicing this
record. I sat through the whole bloody
thing from beginning to end. It would
take a lot of money to induce me to doso
again.

Giorgio Moroder

Indian Summer
Go West
Chrysalis

I bought a ‘Go West’ album in 1985
because they were the favourite band of a
boy I liked as school, and besides, Peter
Cox and Richard Drummie were pretty
cute. Nothing came of the relationship,
but Ireallyliked therecord and it gave me
something to talk to him about for a
couple of days.

In the seven years since, music direc-
tion has changed (so has my taste} but this
band has stayed the same. The same
drumbeat [nice finger click and hand clap
sequences). The same user friendly lyrics
about love and the same sweet harmo-
nies. Hey! This worked formeat 13, but
how about using the guitars once guys?
Please? '

One thing has changed, actually, Pete

~andRich arelooking old! Maybe it's time

they went for a nice drawing on the CD
cover instead of photographs.

- Mostembarrassingname andalso most
embarrassing mix- award goes to Tom
Lord Alge. What a job, what a name!

“The 1990 hit single, "King of Wishfual

Thinking” from the Pretty Woman sound-
track, has'been included and the other
songs sound about the same as this, so
maybe the CD will be big?! :
Song lyrics are included but there is
nothing like “We Close Our Eyes” or

“Call Me” to sing to. A line from the
track "Forget that Girl” did appeal
though:

"You're gonna be walking around

With a stone in your shoe

Til you forget that girl”

Or ‘til you forget that CD, as the case
may be.

Get Away

Bobby Brown

BMG Arista / Ariola

Single

Julie

This new release from Bobby Brown,
while not in the same league as his
classic "Every Little Step”, is neverthe-
lessnot bad. Therhythm withits strongly
accented off-beats is more funk than
danceasitlacks thefluidpulse presentin
otherdance grooves, and comes across as
short and quirky. The verse is unevent-
ful, but leads into a bridge which is quite
attractive withsustained keyboardstring
and piano sounds indicative of an overall
slick production. The chorus has the
potential to grate after a while due to its
incessant repetitive backing vocal line,
but Bobby’s resonant ad-libbing over the
top saves it. Rap parts arc average - he
should stick to just singing it.

Danielle Poulos

Perverse
Jesus Jones
EMI

Mike Edwards {the brain behind Jesus
Jones) is a musical terrorist. He has tom
apart any form of conventional music
and is one of the few ‘'musicians’ to date
that has successfully fucked with and
fucked over (excusc the language, but
there isno other way to explain it) music
as we know it. Mike Edwards has done to
the music world what Charles Manson
did to society. The most aggravating
thing about the smirking, arrogant
Edwards is that it is impossible to fault
him and his musical mutation knownas
Jesus Jones - " Perverse” is no exception.

Being both a hater but also a reluctant
admirer of Techno, Iwrote thisalbum off
before its release. Reading an interview
with Iain Baker (keyboardist, sampler)in
a local music mag, the world ‘Techno’
was often used to describe the sound of
“Perverse”, Obviously, I thought, Mike
Edwards had finally played himself and
cashed in - the end of Jesus Jones’ music
credibility seemed imminent. Fortu-
nately,Icould not have been more wrong.
With my bias of Techno firmly in place,
Iheardthe first single, "Devil YouKnow”
- Mike Edwards had done it again!

To describe the album as a 'Techno’
albumisacrime. This album hasalready

“suffered, mainly the fault of writerswho

label it as strictly a Techno album, Fuck
Techno, this. is just heavy shit! It 1s,
however, a 'Techno-logical’ album -
meaning that no conventional instru-
ments were used, instead their digital
equivalents were used (e.g. midi guitars,

- midi drums, etc.). Despite this, the al-

bum still retains a grunge element t.hat
most Techno oriented music has fallqd
to capture. A strong human element 18

still present, mainly through Edward's |

forced vocals- preventingone frombeing
alienated from its overwhelming, tecl}-
nological feel - I mean, you can still air
guitar to it! . BT R

If this album is to be compared to
anything, it would be "Liquidizer”, Jesus
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Jones' debut album. “Liquidizer” had a
much dirtier rock/thrash feel that was to
shit all over the teeny attractiveness of
“Doubt” (their follow up and widely
successful album) - this is because “Lig-
uidizer” alienated and offended people
with an ‘in-yer-face’ mentality - thank-
fully, “Perverse” does the same. You
cannot pretend to like this album - you
will love it or hate it. Despite the dra-
matic change of tact musically, the fa-
miliar “Jesus Jones” sound remains evi-
dent, in fact, songs such as “Magazine”
and”’GetaGood Thing” would not sound
out of place on “Liquidizer”. Once again,
the songs are accompanied by abstract
explanations of how and why they were
inspired, for example, of “Devil You
Know” they say:

"Dec91(sequencer/sampler title; “ Ad-
elaide”) Open a paper, see a film, listen
toarecord, look at an advertisement and
wonder if the last five years ever existed,
there’s a hellish re-incarnation perpetu-
atingand with little evidence of an alter-
native, the Devil you know is the only
one.”

-I'think T know what they’re on about
... I think?

Jesus Jones have alwaysremained quite
close to Australia, playing here three
times in the last threeyears, and just a bit
of trivia, it is interesting to note the
names they give the sequencer / sampler
discs - “Adelaide”, “Melbourne” and
“New South Wales”.

In criticism of this album, one could
say that perhaps they outdo themselves,
leading to a too busy and intense sound,
making it difficult to distinguish what is
what, particularly “’Spiral”.

Everything considered, "Perverse” is
(trying to audio the rock cliché of ‘kick-
arse’} an extremely full-on, hardcore al-
bum that will blow the mind of any
musically daring individual - not for
prudes or the weak-at-heart.

FM]

Harry Connick Jnr
25

The latest release for youngjazz sensa-
tion, Harry Connick Jnr, isa tellinglegacy
to the tradition of the New Orleans pi-
anoplayer / vocalist, and a stark contrast
to previous recordings.

In 25, Connick draws away from the
brassy big-band swing prevalent in the
When Harry Met Sally soundtrack which
hadhim billed as a young Frank Sinatra,
toreveal aprivate, more intimate side. In
keeping with this sincerity, the arrange-
ments are minimalist, usually just
Qonnick and his piano, with the occa-
sional guest appearance of other artists -
a vocal duet with Johnny Adams on
“Lazybones” and Net Goold (sax) and
Ray Brown (bass) featuring on ”On the
Atchison, Topeka and the Santa Fe”".

The songs are collections of smoky

_Piano-bar classics {"This Time the
Dream’s On Me”), tunes with a senti-

mental hit of broadway [“The Street
Where You Live”) and original interpre-
tations of classic pianosolos(“Caravan” ).

- While the solos showcase his ‘honky’,

big-handed piano skills, it is in the sung
numberthat hereally shines. That voice,
rich, invitingand slightly husky, projects
animmense depth offeeling. Sometimes

€ croons in-a way reminiscent of Nat

King Cole [”Stardust”), at other times

allowing himself to let loose to the full
range of sound but with a controlled
vibrato, he sounds more like the star of
an old musical (Gene Kelly and Bing
Crosby spring to mind here). Wisely, he
never allows the piano to overtake his
voice.

25 isawonderful record, buy it for your
next dinner party, or put it on after a
stressed-out day and luxuriate.

Danielle Poulos

Rock’N’Roll Nightmare
Rich Kids on L.S.D,
Epitaph

This is a re-releasc of a 1987 album.
For Epitaph (Brett Gurewitz from Bad
Religion’s label) to re-release anything
it’s got to A} be good, and B) Rock. Take
for example NOFX's first album, which
Epitaphre-released. Thesimilaritiesdon‘t
end there though. R.K.L.'s manic twin
guitar attack is equal to NOFX’s, al-
though significantly tougher, as are the
vocals. The topics of their songs range
fromhangovers tonuclear power tosmog
to wanting to rock to mysterious scabs
on the brain. The musical territory is a
little less diverse, They ain’t gonna tum
down or slow down for long, That is
definitely agood thing, Fora while, slower
heavy stuff was winning me over, but
this CD has helped me remember some-
thing. Fast, loud and melodic is way to
stir that center in my poor overworked
brain that says 'Hey, drop everything;
this is more important’. So much for my
study huh, but I'd prefer the Rich Kids.
(I'll skip the LSD thanks...)

Daniel Kearney

Never Saw A Miracle
Curtis Stigers

- “Never Saw A Miracle” isa slow song
which tries to sound like a combination
of EltonJohn’s pianoand Mick Hucknall’s
vocals. However, it fails miserably as the
single lacks any real depth in terms of
both music and vocals.

Also featured on the single are two

other tracks, “You're All That Matters

ToMe” and “The Last TimeI Said Good-

bye”, both in the same vein as the title

track, '

If you wish to torture someone, play
them “Never Saw A Miracle”. The only
miracle would be a ‘second-coming’ of
Curtis Stigers” music, which we won't
see, ‘ .

Nartherd, Epesyre Soundtrack

BMG " Nick Pickard

Not being a fan of the sh:ow, I'had no
idea what to expect from this compila-
tion and so was pleasantly surprised by

the bizarre range of styles contained.
This CD has everything - jazz, techno,
world music, classical, blues - you name
it. Most is of a high quality and despite
the variety of the music, the songs create
a coherent, relaxed mood. Confession
time: I'm a long-time Lynyrd Skynyrd
fan and so was happy with the inclusion
of the classic southern anthem “Gimme
the Steps”. As compilations go, this is a
good one.

. Max
Cute Little Number

The Jeff Healey Band

“Cute Little Number” is the first track
lifted off the band’s upcoming album,
Feel This. My first exposure tothe music
of Jeff Healey’s was from the soundtrack
to Roadhouse and this single continues
along in a similar style. This is simple,
clean rock with no hidden extras, The
guitar workisgood, much likethe band’s
previous works.

The single contains two other, foot-
tappin’ tracks, “My Kinda Lover” and
“One Foot on the Gravel”. “Cruel Little
Number” is a slick production, and if
you like Jeff Healey’s music, you won’t
be disappointed with his latest.

Nick Pickard

Cowboy Lover
Rhapsody

We'veseenalmost every soapy-star, from
the Minogue sisters to Toni Pearen, trying
to sell their music. Now we have two top
Australian models with their first foray
into the music industry, the result being
their debut single, “Cowboy Lover”. Al-
ready a hit in the US, and with the Dallas
Cowboysfranchiselookingtobuy therights
toit, it ison the verge of becoming a hit here
in Australia,

“Cowboy Lover” is a catchy pop song,
with thesingers utilising theirsultry voices
with a simple slow tune. The single con-
tains three different mixes, including an
instrumental version labelled the Karaoke
Worthy of a listen.

Nick Pickard
Future Girl '
Vince Jones

Vince Jones, without a doubt, is the
most prominent jazz musician on the
national scene. For many, their knowl-
edge of jazz begins and ends with him.
But this isno crime. It is easy to see how
Jones' style, blending quiet accessibility
witha consistent musical quality, draws
both jazz-newcomers and more knowl-
edgeable listeners into its orbit.

Jones' latest release, Future Girl, his
eighthalbumin tenyears, continues this
tradition. This is no mean feat when one
considers that Jones has abandoned his
usual standards-and-originals mix of
songs to concentrate on just originals, It
is a bold move and it works.

On Future Girl, his unusual, often

~asymmetrical, songstyleisevident, Most

numbers are written by Vince and the
pianist in his band, Barney McCall, but

~other band members put in an appear-

ance too - Lloyd Swanton [upright bass)

and Doug deVries [guitar). The album is -

a pleasing balance of tempos from the

“slowsoulful “Mirror on Yourself” tothe

Latin sway of ““Lobster” and “Hindered

‘on His Way to Heaven” ‘to the boppy

swing of “Future Girl”. Jones has some

beautiful melodies on this album - espe-
cially ”Mirror on Yourself”, “Drunk with
Majic” and “Future Girl”, more often
than not possessing a hint of melan-
choly. Jones' seductive vocals are perfectly
suited to revealing the darker side of the emo-
tions.

Instrumentation is, as usual, excellent, com-
plementing sometimes echoing the melody
but never overbearing it. The musicians work
towards creating a rhythmic and harmonic
unity - they are completely in sync with one
another, there are no indulgent meanderings
here. For this reason, solos are fitred into the

structure quite strictly but thisdoesnotdetract

from their impact.

Improvisatory highlights include Barney
McCall’s introspective playing preceding “Ir-
replaceable”, Dale Barlow’s effortless style in
“Hindered on His Way to Heaven”and Vince's
lazy trumpet solos in “Nature of the Power” and
“Lobster”.For Vince Jones lovers, here is an-
other quality record to add to your collection,
for those who are new to jazz - here is a very
good introduction. Danielle Powlos

FABTRACKS

"

HCKER

ZUCKE

Fastbacks

Sub Pop

It’s quite possible that Kurt Bloch (Gui-
tarist, songwriter for the Fastbacks) has
ancestry that traces back to the planct

Krikkit. Douglas Adams observed that the

population of this planet sang songs so

perfect that they would enable Paul

McCartney to purchase Kent and Sussex.

‘The world being totally unjust , the

Fastbacks won’t getsomuchrealestate, but

Kurt’s songwriting still has more hooks

than the worms in a fresh dog turd.
"Zucker’ is their first release for Sub Pop,
s0it’s probably a good time to release such
a gem. Previous work has gained them a
cult following, but if the world has any
sense of justice, this will lead to a surge in
their popularity. The basis of the songs is
Kim and Lulu’s dual vocals, which are
certainly not pitch-perfect, but that’s most
oftheircharm. It'srefreshing tohear female
vocals over gutsy guitars without them

beingcompelledtoscreaminconcreteshat- -

tering tones without remembering to

~breathe. A description? Well ‘buzz-pop’isa

commonly used term regarding the
Fastbacks, and pretty appropriate. There's
not muchpointdescribingindividual songs
as the entire album is a highlight. So here
goes...The instrumental ‘Bill Challenger’

 gives Kurt a chance to go wild on the guitar

overamarch beat that would kill any army
within minutes, followed by ‘Parts’, an

upbeat tunewithakillermelody andplenty -
of distorto guitar, This band rocks, but

nicely. Thelyricsareall printed on theinner
sleeve, thoughtfully with a German trans-

lation as well. You can probably find some
-wild philosophy in there if you delve deep -

enough. It’s also good to see Sub Pop diver-
sifyinga bitrecently, althoughIdor't think

the Fastbacks were arisk. Tlove thist =~

—__Ondiss
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“together we knew it was a

So, you cannot decide, Liberal or
Labor, to govern our country into a
deeper, darker, unfunkiervoid - well,
our saviours have arrived, Vote 1
‘Swoop’, candidates for the ‘Aus-
tralian Freakfunk Party’.

‘Swoop’ the seven piece Sydney band
have decided it is time to an “election
festival of wild funk”. Good times, or
should I say, funkier times are here
again. With slogans such as “No GST
on the Funk” and campaigning for
“Greater Equity in Access to Funk”,
Swoop are storming Adelaide for the
lead up to the election weekend in
order to educate the funkless. With gigs
at Zuluz on 10th and 11th March and
an in-store appearance at the “Virgin
Megastore” at 1 pm, 13th March - it is
time to put Australia back on the One!
Let’s funk each other, Paul Keating
may promise ‘One Nation’ but only
‘Swoop’ can make this ‘One Nation
under a Groove'.

Whilst ‘Swoop’ remain one of the most
hippest, and freshest bands to hit the
Australian music scene, they also have
an uncanny talent to remaining true to
the funk, as we shall see.

Joshua Beagley, Treasurer of the Funk
and guitarist for ‘Swoop’ offers us an
insight into the meaning of true funk,
the policies ‘Swoop’ promise to deliver
on the ‘Tour of Wildfunk’ and most

importantly, why you should get off

your hooty and Vote ‘Swoop” 1.
Wheredid the whole ‘Swoop’ story start?
Was it when you and Roland (lead rap-
per, funker and freak of ‘Swoop’) took
the move from Adelaide to Sydney?
Not really, my parents were living here
(Sydney), you know, it was pretty sim-
ple.

So, it wasn’t like a big move to go in
search of Great Funk players in Syd-
ney?

It sort of was, we had had no success in
Adelaide, we were only young anyway,
we sort of knew there were the right
people up there. My Dad was a musi-

around today that are not “Faking the
Funk” - where does the bands true love
for funk come from?

We grew up with it Roland and myself
got into it when we were young and
we're both 26 - 27 now. We had ten
years of growing up with it, with all the
first rap stuff, all the old funk, and it is
not like we’ve suddenly gone “Oh, we
like funk now”. You know, you can
buy a lot of records over two years but
you don’t get the same feel. We loved it
when we were really young, and the
same with the keyboard player espe-
cially (aka Special Robert). He’s really
knowledgeable about it, particularly.
He really knows all his Parliament and
James Brown. It is not a fashion thing
for us, it’s something we know back-
wards! We don’t know any other way to
do it, basically.

‘Swoop’ were the first to initiate the
funk/acid jazz exile down to Adelaide
(with bands such as Dig, Juice and
Skunkhour following ‘Swoop’’s first
tours very close behind). Why Adelaide
before say Melbourne? What is the at-
traction with the Sydney funk/acid jazz
bands to Adelaide? .

Idon’t know.Isuppose the ‘Cargo Club’
has a lot to do with it, they were trying
to expand their horizons a bit, and we
hadalways wanted todo Adelaide’cause
we hadn’t actually come back there for
awhile (Roland and Josh being original
Adelaidians). Qur Manager’salso from
Adelaide, so we knew people there,
which makes it easier ... we could cre-
ate some hype fromnot very much, you
know, we knew some DJs and some
club owners, We lost money the two
times we came down, but it was worth
it ‘cause we set up a good thing. The
first time was arisk, if it had gone badly
we all would have said “Oh shit. Ad-
elaide was a hole” and I don’t think any
of those bands would have come down!
So what is the funk/acid jazz scene up
in Sydney like? Is it as-big as we in
Adelaide think?

Yeah, it is. It’s huge, it’s getting bigger

and bigger. All four of us bands are
going well [Dig, Swoop, Juice and
Skunkhour). Especially since our sin-
gles started to get played a lot, our
crowds arejust gettinghuger every time,
They’re playing “Everybody Loves the
Sunshine” two or three times a day on
Triple J at the moment ... it was defi-
nitely on high rotation.

So they, Triple ], didn’t pick up on ‘Ielly
Funk’? (First released single from
‘Swoop’)

No. They had some problem with it.
They thought we were sucking up to
them (referring to the “Jammin’ with
the J” comments which incidentally
has nothing to do with Triple J) - like
they got it completely wrong, so, it
didn’t matter, it was a risk we took -
that’s cool!

A lot of your shows rely a lot on the
energy coming from the stage, espe-
cially Roland and his antics, giving the
band a reputation for the audience reac-
tion you guys inspire - was this a con-
scious thing you tried to create or did it
just happen?

No, it all came. That was one of the
things we always liked when we were
kids and saw a band. Sometimes there
would just be this thing between the
band and the audience, some people
could just work a crowd - you always
come away, even if you don’t like the
music, if you could get involved in the
music more, it just seems so much
more enjoyable. People like Sting, from
the Police, I mean there’s lots of huge
rock performers who have the knack
and some of them don’t. We always
liked that sort of thing, and when we
got into Go-Go, like Washington Go-
Go, which all comes from Funkadelic/
Parliament anyway, all the calls and
response, chanting sort of stuff where
the crowd was an integral part of their
gig. We got right into that and we were
sort of a just a straight Go-Go band for

about a year and we learnt all that stuff

then andlots of the stuff we do now still
comes from that.

It's a rare art really!

Yeah, it'sjusta matter of havinga loosc
enough structure in your songs and
havingenough chantsand catch phrases
up your sleeve, that you can just go
from one thing to another.

Before I saw ‘Swoop’ I thought that
pure uncutfunk would and could never
be successfully done by an essentially
white band - sure I was wrong, but has
this ever been a problem for you being
accused or written off as either trying
to be too black or being too white to
hammer the funk?

Not really, I mean it’s probably some-
thing someone would say behind your
back rather than out loud, but I think
weused to try and be sort of Black a few
years ago, in terms of we used to try and
create a more authentic Black Ameri-
can sound and then we sort of realised
it’s not something you can try and do,
S0 you just go with your own style of
funk.

We know we are seven white guys, part
of us is funky and we just try and let
that bit go. Also it means we're going to
have a different approach toit, we don’t
want to sound like “Boys II Men” or
“Parliament”, there’s no point in us
duplicating that’cause then it wouldn’t
be ourselves.

To quote you “There’s never enough
funk anywhere”. There seems to be
very few true appreciators of funk, many
just write off as part of the 70s disco
movement and yet ‘Swoop’ are still
gaining a huge following by many peo-
ple who have neverlistened to a ‘Parlia-
ment’ record.

Yeah - well, I think it’s because we're
just putting it (the funk) into a context
of a 90s band, where it’s probably easier
to be white ... but we just take some
bits that we like and obviously there
are people that like the same things.
People today ... there’s been no expo-

sure to it, so if we put funk in the

context where there’s people jumping
around on stage, stage diving and get-
ting them to shout stupid things, they

do get into the spirit of it. I

cian’s hero {Sydney) and we
both moved, realising it was
a much better place for op-| -
portunities ... but we didn’t
really find anyone. We sort
of had lots of fun with peo-
ple, we didn’t really findany
serious playersuntil the last
‘couple of years.

‘How long did it take to get
the band together and to find
the right people for it?
‘Cause funk relies quite a
lot on the. attltude of the
players.

You just meet people: and
‘hear people, and go and see
otherbands andthenyouall
gettogether. We had done it
a dozen times with differ-|
‘ent line-ups that had been|
more one-offs, or a half al -
dozen gigs beforethey would
fold up again. But. with
‘Swoop’ once all of us got

much more solid thing.
You are one of the few bands

th March
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i mean, they’d still probably
‘listen to a Parliament
irecord and not get it, but
' when it’s delivered to you
full frontal, that’s what
brings it across.

Your two recorded singles
to date, “Jellyfunk” and

shine” can perhaps be de-
scribed as “Acid Jazzy” (ex-
‘cuse the term) and yet any-
ione who has witnessed a
'live show gets hit by undi-
luted Live funk - Is this side

upcoming album?

Wherever you first do re-
cordings, there’s sort of an
immediate. impulse to do
commercial type. things-
| while we’re happy with the
{two singles they didn’t re-
lally represent the ferocious
_Iside of the band at all, But
we'rerecordinganotherfive

sa=! gye much more full-on, like

“Everybody Loves the Sun- .

more evident on your

tracks for the album that
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Teen Spunk

T

Cor, what a spunk.
Wouldn’t mind doin’ him!

After a series of stuff ups too numerous
to even try to explain On dit finally

" secured an interview with Evan Dando

lead singer/spunk of the Lemonheads. I
began by asking him about the Japa-
nese tourthat they have just completed.

“Japan was really cool, it was well at-
tended, people were really excited, and
itrubbed off on us alot, we put onsome
good shows, and it was a good
expereience to go there, they’re really
nice people over there.

I really didn’t know what to expect at
all, but Id say I enjoyed it more than I
thought I would, I knew it would be a
really good experience, I always really
wanted to go there, you know, to play
there just because it would be sofun, its
s0 fun to play music that you wrote or
whatever to people from different cul-
tures, it’s a really amazing treat.

The crowds were really good, like one
time I lay down on the stage, and this
girl grabbed my leg, my foot, and she
started dragging me away it was so
funny,and really fast and like our stage
guy got me back but, they were pretty
frantic at times, it was funny. I had
them sign my jeans in characters, so
that was cool, I've got all these Japanese
characters written all over them. This
one group of people, they got a bit
cheeky with me and they said they
were writing my name but they wrote
“Iam a womaniser” on my jeans, they
also wrote "My life is Juliana” in Japa-
nese characters, so thats cool too.
It’sso funny, the venues, they’re all the
same, the ones we played in, they all
looked the same, they were all named
“Quatro”, they’re all named the same
thing. You take elevators up tothe gigs,
but you know, they have it all really
well worked out over there, great sound
equipment, really eff1c1ent people to
help, and it was areal treat, you know.”

The Lemonheads are being supported

by Smudge on their Australian tour, a

band that Evan has worked with in the
past, I asked about the connection,

“Tom Morgan from Smudge and Alison
are both, you know, Alison is Nic
Daltons girlfriend, and Tom from

- Smudge is you know, one of Nics best

friends. We wrote a lot of songs to-
gether, and when [ came down in Octo-
ber ‘92 or somethig, to write myrecord,
Nic was going to help me, but he was
too busy, you know, in the shop, he
works in a record store, so he assigned
Tom the task of trying to help poor
Evan with his record he doesn’t know
what to do with. So what happened was
me and Tom really hit it off that way
creatively so that started what for me
has been a really amazingly fulfilling
relationship songwritingso youknowl
just really like, you know, really love
the people in Smudge a lot they’re re-
ally cool and so I'm real excited to tour
together and it’s going to be amazing.”

Why did you record “Mrs. Robinson”’?

“Idunno, we'vealways beenreally hap-
hazard with our direction, it will re-
main that way, and you know we're
also willing to take the piss out of
ourselves with stuff like that youknow,
just to make it clear that we're just
really out to have a good time and if
someonc wants us to sing a song like
that, you know, we'll just do it really
quickly, you know, we did it in threc
hours so um, we were all kinda hon-
ourcd to be a part of the graduate be-
cause we were contacted by the people
who bought the Graduate, to do that
song so um Iloved the movie so much
that you know I'm really thrilled to be
part of trying to promote it. It’s a good
thing, it’s good to have your music
heard you know, I don’t know about
anyoneelse butIthinkitscool if people
have heard the music, it'sa good feeling
that people maybe get some enjoyment
out of it.”

How are you coping with the hassels of
phone interviews and stuff, that come
with increased popularity?

I've had to do this for a long time, you

It was like really
cool you know?

know, thats cool, you know, some-
times you find yourself getting recally
stressed out, usually a good swim will
fix that.”

You've actually released a cover of
Smudge’s “Divan”

“Yeah ”"Divan” and another song that
Tom and I wrote which we're really
happy with called “Being around” like
a kids song kinda thing.”

What about the Hall and Oates song I
hear you have been doing live?

“Um yeah we're doing “maneater”, its
just like, oh whatever yeah it’s a joke,

its a totally ridiculous song, you know,

1. dunno, and we don’t even know it.”

So what can we expect from the
Lemonheads in Adelaide?

“We do like a couple of songs from our
second album, a couple of songs from
our third album, a couple of songs from
our fourth album, and a lot of songs
from It’s A Shamec about Ray.”

What are your plans after this tour?

"We're due Aussie then we go over to
the UK for a couple of shows, then we
go to the east coast of America do the
east coast, then I go and chill out for a
couple of weeks on an Island called
Marthas Vineyard, and then go back to
Sydney to help do the Smudge album
they’re doing, and then we meet up in
LA on the 17th of May and record.”

Finally, what happened to Urge Over-
kill? {American college band that were
to support the Lemonheads on their
Australian tour)

“We couldn’t make that happen, you
know, we couldn’t cover all the ex-
penses. Thats the thing that makes me
most happy about this whole band thing
is being able to bring someonc out like
that. Thoseguysarcjust socool. They'll
be coming out you know, we've got a
dialog established betwecen our pro-
moter and them,”

The Lemonheads are playing at the Old
Lion on Wednesday with Smudge and
Crush. You can get tickets at Uni
Records.

Swoop, continued from p. 26

the live show. We've got another four
to do, so the two singles that are out
now will be the softest on the album.

What planet is Futureshock from? -
Futureshock is ‘Swoop’’s percussionist
best known for his Pat Cash headband,
Jason-style hockey mask and his im-
personations of the exorcist!

We ask him that all the time, he’s his
own thing unto himself. Most percus-

sionists are like Lional Richie - guys
who play nice things and fill up sound,
but Futureshock’s a complete freak.

_ When is the album due out? ‘
- Wewerehopingto get it outearly April

but that's probably a bit unrealistic,

more like the end of April and there :

may beanunlimitedrelease singlesoon,
I'm not sure, just to tie it all over.

Noticing the heavy political overtones -

of this tour - USA got it half right with
Bill Clinton, not quite George Clinton

- but Bill does play the sax - Do you
think either John Hewson ‘or. Paul

Keating are closet lovers of the funk? .
Oh,gece, well certainly John Hewson's

15% on the funk would not be g,ood' \NL :
- tralian politics.
Bootsy Colling once said, “Funk! It's a-

can’t stand forthat!

So do'you see him stage le[l‘l[;, at any‘

‘Swoop’ gigs!

No, but I'wouldn’t mind throwmg him

from- the stage, see if anyone would
~catch him. But we're thinking of run--
ning for our own Funk Federation Party-
. the Australian Freakfunk: Party."
Roland {lead funk head of Swoop, best

“known for his yellow raincoat) is.going -
to be the candidate with stuff like:

"Greater Access to Funk!” and "Lowcr
the Funk Tax Rate?”.

He would be just the man'

Exactly! ‘

Sithim uap front! - g
I rcally don’t think there’s much room:
for the funk in the two major partics, -

maybe we'll be the Ross Perot of Au\

way of life!”, is it for you guys? -
Pretty much, 'yeah. 1 mean, it comes:

‘down'to t he black and white thing, it’s
. neither, it’s an attitude, it’s.the way -

just sounds great, sometimes bass and |
drumssound inevitably funky and what

youputover thatdoesn’t matter. That's
why the “Chili Peppers” somctxmcs

arc funky, somctimes.they aren’c. Itis”

away of life:in the sense that it docsn’t
pervade cvcrythm you do. But once
you strap on 'your guitar and stuff and
stare playing it just flows through.

Don/t miss this chance w ger com-
plotely funked! Listen - to thLll cam-
. Vore with
Vote fora . .

paign, “Vore for Funk .
your: Booty. held:-high '.
freakier funkier nation’, Vote Swoop.

Iosh Watkm.s FMI :

you look at-your instrument and your .. .
music, you know funk is changing, but -

there’salways therootof it. Something

— Onaitezr
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With the release and critical acclaim of
her debut selftitled CD and the revived
interest in acoustic music forms (with
groups such as Frente, Things of Stone
and Wood) Robyn Habel is rapidly be-
coming the Adelaidesinger /songwriter
to watch. Danielle Poulos speaks to
Robyn about the creative process.

On Dit: Your description of your
music is “acoustic rock”’.
Habel: The reason 1 say “acous-
tic-rock” to people is because if 1 say
folk-rock they think Redgum, if I say
country-rock they think somethingelse
.. the best way to describe it is singer /
songwriter music. I mean, what sort of
music do the Beatles play? They play
everything, they’ve played every style.
The CD does cover a wide range (rock,
folk, lilting picking guitar songs) - 1
think it holds together as it is the one
singer and the one writer so there are
certain moods and melodies coming
through.
On Dit: Doyouhaveasinger/song-
writer who inspired you?
Habel: . It’s weird, the ones that
influence, you don’t necessarily sound
like, but I think in some ways Dylan
(that’s Bob Dylan for all you 90's kids)
would have to be ahuge one for me, just
because of his lyrics ... his songs in
general. Joni Mitchell would have tobe
(another one} - just the way she talks
about relationships and makes personal
politics an issue.

On Dit: Is your music “issue mu-
sic’”?
Habel: No. It's very much just

things 1 see and I feel, they might be
something I've gone through or what
I've perceived other people go through.
1 do try very much to get a specific
message in each song. And I do work at
that - I try not to go all over the place...
On Dit: The first part of the CD is

essentially melancholy, a lot of minor
keys and heavy thematic content, is
that international?

Habel: That’s just me.

On Dit: Doyou enjoy writingabout
the darker side of life?

Habel: Well, to me, melancholy is
what life is. Melancholy is joy and sad-
ness simultaneously ... it’s that bitter-
sweet thing. A lot of my philosophy is

that the two exist together and you’ll.

find in each song an element of dark
but there is always, always in every
song without fail, an element of hope.
But you can’t have hope without doing
something ... I don’t think you can

Vince Jones - Live

Vince Jones Live
The Office
Wednesday, 18th February '

Two things about Vince Jones are guar-

anteed - that he comes to Adelaide

quite regularly (so, if you miss him it’s
only a few months to wait until the

next time), and the musicians in his
bandare usually superb. Bearingin mind
the latter, it was unfortunate that on
the night certain difficulties prevented
a full enjoyment of the quality of the
presentation.

While some effort was made by the
Management of the Office to provide
seating, most of the assembled crowd
had to stand which meant that the
view, for many, was poor. Also, a sig-

* nificant minority of people (mainly at

the back)talkedall the way through the
show, despite Vince politely request-

~'ing them twice tokeep quiet. The acous-
tic set-up in the Office ensured that the.

sound from those few thoughtless indi-
viduals could be heardall overtheroom.
Perhaps a cabaret setting (such The

. Space where he used to perform) in-
stead of a bar would have been more

appropriate, For my part, I am bewil-
dered as to why any one would spend
$20 onaticket for Vince Jones and then
proceed to ignore him,

His performarce was a mix of old and

new tunes, including the best from his

really overcome the problems unless
you look at them in the first place.
On Dit: Do you believe in taking
action with some of these social justice
issues you sing about? (At this point, I
bring up her appearances at the Walk
against Want, an upcoming spot in the
“Tust Arts” festival)

Habel: I suppose I've never seen
myself asa heavily political animal but
I'm suddenly realising that nowIamin
the light as a solo artist ... I do have
things to say ... I'm saying things and
they are going to affect people. Wom-
en’s issues is another one that comes
through in my stuff.

new album Future Girl such as ”Lob-
ster” and “Drunk with Majic”, butalso
his older crowd favourites “Big City”
and “Let’s Get Lost”. The band played
with a strict unity, producing a totality
of sound, not disappearing on their own
tangents.

Percussion (Ray Perlera) had a signifi-
cant role, especially noticeable when
building up the intensity and fleshing
out arrangements in instrumental so-
los in “Drunk with Majic” and “Don’t
Jettison Everything’”” and “Lobster”, and
creating driving conga rhythms in
“Stricken by the Storm’” and “Big City”.
Barney McCall’s masterful pianistic
style was in evidence as he alternated
in his improvisations between flagshy

chord passages and rapid showers of

notes. In the slower numbers such as
“Songfor You” {when just he and Vince

- Jones would share the stage), he would

produce smooth ‘accompaniment per-

* fectly complementlng Jones' velvety
- vocals,

Onsax, Tim I—Iopkms wasa httle shyin

his dehverance although as the night.

OnDit: It would be hard, in my
opinion, to be a female singer / song-
writer and not be into women’s issues
to a certain degree,

Habel: Even the fact that Iam a
woman and I am singing things from a
woman's perspective, There are certain
issues (that occurin certain songs) ... in
“Tust a Habit”, 1 discuss incest and
domestic violence, not in depth, but
they are there. There’s a line in “"Hear
The Sing” that says, “For the wives
that are still burning and the men that
are still yearning”, and that’s a real
issue. My father and his wife went over
to India and saw these things - wives
being burned ... it still happens,

On Dit: Tell me about the creative
process for you.
Habel: I have to be motivated. 1

can’t write unless there is some sort of
inspiration and usually you are going
through some sort of trauma or crisis or
stress of some sort that’s when you feel
motivated to write music becausethere
is the need to release whatever you are
going through. So that’s part of it ... a
lot of it is getting a spark. A lyric or just
amelody or a concept. One little thing,
and once you've got that ...

On Dit: What can we expect to see
at your show at the Big Ticket? (Habel
is performing 14th March with the El
Dorados)

Habel: I have a six-piece band - I
play guitar and sing, and double bass on
a couple of numbers (the band consists
of acoustic and electric guitars, bass,
Hammond organ, drums and backing
vocalist. The mandolin also puts in an
appearance). I expect the evening will
be almost concert-type entertainment.
Especially if you've got the CD, it will
be a good show! {Bit of a plug there)

went on his inhibitions were loosened
somewhat.
Vince’s singing was well-delivered and
his infrequent trumpet solos possessed-
of alazy brilliance but his face and body
language gave away a bored "“another
night, another club” attitude. This
world weariness was only lifted occa-
sionally. He didn’t appear completely
at ease on stage either, his hands fid-
dlingnervously with histrumpet. One’s
attention would tend to drift to Barney
McCall and Lloyd Swanton (bass) with
their infectious enthusiasm.
On the whole, the quality of the musi-
cal performance of Jones and his band
was strong enough to make Jones a
definite must-see despite the compli-
cations. If you are planning to catch-
him next time he plays the Office {this
is his regular venue when he comes to
Adelaide) - just remember these two
tips - get there early so'you can get one
of the limited number of seats and di-
rect dirty, meaningful looks at anyone
who talks. _

;Dam'e]]e Poulos’
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Jazz/Theatre

Can you

Scott Saunders: Keyboards, vocals
Tim Rollinson: Guitar
BigRicky Robertson: Saxophones
Terepai Richmond: Drums
Alexander Hewetson: Bass

On the heels of a succession of
new generation jazz groups to visit
Adelaide like Swoop, Skunkhouse and
Galliano comes another Acid-Jazz out-
fit, Directions In Groove, a Sydney five
piece band of huge noise and energy.
Brought to Adelaide for the first time
by Cargo Club and following the De-
cember release of their first E.P., D.I.G.
played last weekend four exciting and
aggressive concerts which demon-
strated therebirth of improvised music
in Australia. :

This band moved from the mo-
ment they began and did not relent as
they affronted the audience with awide
diversity of styles. The traditional jazz
lines of John Coltrane and Miles Davis
mixed with P.M.Dawn-style raps, feisty
melodies and even the primitive sounds
of Africa and Aboriginal Australia; all
underpined by mad groove-trains of
Funk and Acid-House rhythms. There
were walls of noise attacking and en-
veloping the audience as D.LG. as-
cended to mad heights of musical crea-

).1.G. it?

tivity. However, with this noise came
not the tired and lifeless grunge of some
thrash and Indy-Pop bands but an amaz-
ing fluidness; wild and haunting sax
solos, aggressive keyboards, spanky
guitar work and a bass line that refused
to stay still.

The grotesque primeval murals
of Zuluz were a perfect backdrop to
these gyrating sounds; the rising sun of
the Cargo Club a symbol of this phoe-
nix of Australian jazz music. From the
funky rap of Miles Davis’ “So What" to
the obscenely dark psycho-thriller of
“Territied From Dizzy Heights”, D.1.G.
played their music with razor-sharp
solos and a rhythm section that wanted
to bite your leg off. The whole band was
tighter than Geoff Kennett’s arsehole
and a lot more interesting,.

An impromptu appearance by
Toni Mott, in town with Radio Free-
dom, was a particular highlight of the
Zuluz gig. The exuberant singer who
appears on two of the five tracks of the
E.P. brought a further depth and vital-
ity to an already exciting show. Simi-
larly, a jam with D.]. Groove Termina-
tor at Cargo showed the band’s willing-
ness to adapt to and improvise with
new musical patterns,

Thelarge crowds took advantage

well of the highly danceable music, the
only problem being the atrocious sight-
lines at Cargo Club. Few in the over-
crowded room could see the band
well- if at all- which is a great pity and
unacceptable for the pricey $9 entry
fee. The smart people went to Zuluz on
Thursday where it only cost $5 toget in
and everybody had a view. My criti-
cism for Cargo Club is limited though
because it is they who are responsible
for bringing D.I.G. here in the first
place and their continued support of
jazz is great. It is unfortunate that the
venue is not more suited to this sort of
music.

D.IG. play a brand of jazz which
will completely alienate many more
conservative jazz listeners. Thisis prob-
ably notabad thing. In afusion of many
different genres of music theirsound is
new and exciting. And in a time when
much of the music scene has become
stale and introspective, not to mention
big-business, it is refreshing to see a
band like D.I.G. earn some success. I
like D.I.G. a lot and hope to hear a lot
more of them in the future, Moreover,
they are Australian and it would be a
shame to lose them abroad.

Adam Le Nevez

Hot on the highly-praised heels of the
recent Womadelaide, comes quietly,
but with good rhythm and intonation,
the American Indian Dance Theatre,
Perhaps not so quietly, since they are
performing in the Festival Theatre,
which isinside that giant white blob on
the banks of the Torrens. Many people
can fit in the theatre {it has three sto-
reys, with gaps in the top two to view
the stage) and there are six perform-
ances from 9th - 13th March, so this
group must be pretty loud and crowd-
pulling.
The American Indians weren’t wiped
out in those Cowboy and Indian mov-
ies because, fortunately, only fake bul-
lets were used and most of the Indians
were actually Cowboys in disguise.
Much of their culture (story-telling,
dress, religion, dance, music and hair-
styles} is kept alive on the reservations
- a slice of that ancient culture is pre-
sented here. The dance troupe consists
of 26 Native Americans from tribes in
both the United States and Canada.
They dance, sing, drum (lots of drums)
and play the flute in both traditional
and urban songs.
Having been blown out by movies such
as ‘Dances With Wolves’ and ‘Black
| Robe’, it will be interesting to see how
| the various American Indian cultures
| arefaring in modern times. Drumming
will be an important feature; a contrast
to the varied drumming style of Eu-

nent.
$20, which is very reasonable for an

international act. ‘
~ -Shane Doohan

Jazz, Acoustic and World Music

Tuesday, 9th March
Boplicity at the Cargo Club.

Wednesday, 10cth March
SWOOP, Funk-Fusion at Zulus 4
Tickets $10, available at Virgin
Megastore.

Thursday, 11th March

Qutofthe Questionat the Proscenium
(Jazz band - two saxophones, bass and
drums).

The Neville Brothers at the Old Lion)

- American Funk.
SWOOQOP at Zulus.

Friday, 12th March
SWOOQOP at Zulus.

Sunday, 14th March

Robin Habe! and band at the Big
Ticket (original acoustic music).
State Bank Multicultural Carnival af

Elder Park - Freec.

rope, Africa and the Indian sub-conti-

Concession ticket prices start below

Indian Dance

AMERICANT. N
INDTANGy:
 THEATRE ¢3¢
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Theatre

Looking through a glass onion...

“Tohn Waters is John

Lennon!”, they said. “A

celebration of the man and
his music”, they said. “
portrait that glitters with
the man’s gemus" they
said.

Don’t believe a word of it.

Looking Through A Glass Onion is a
disappointing retrospective of John
Lennon’s music, spliced together with
monologues on Lennon’s thoughts
about fame, sex and spirituality. It is
not that John Waters is totally uncon-
vincing as John Lennon - he sings in a
reasonably good likeness and his Liver-
pudlian accent goes awry but once or
twice - but that this type of show isjust
pointless. Icame away from seeingthis
production without any greater under-
standing of Lennon the man or Lennon
the artist. What I saw was a guy pre-
tending to sing and talk like John
Lennon on stage for two hours, andyou
can get much the same thing at any
dingy pub that still does Karaoke. I
know a self- mdulgent ego trip when I
see one.

What annoyed me most about Looking
Through A Class Onion was the
evelation of John Lennon to sainthood

status. For God’s sake, the guy played.
" second fiddle in the most overrated

group in the history of pop music. Some
honest commentary on the man would
have been interesting, not just more
empty-headed adulation. This indi-
cates that Waters is just too close to his
little pet project. A contemporary analy-
sis of Lennon’s messages to the world
would have made this show more than
it was: a walk down memory lane for
those who remember the man the first

SNAG - nsmv NeAe Guy

Space Cabaret Club

‘Don’t expect this review
- tobe abarrel oflaughs To
 be honest, there is noth-
~ ing I would relish more .
~ than the opportunity of
makmg snide and clever
- witticisms about SNAGs
and their sensible clothes,
Ry R ' . " ships.
. organically grown hair-
- pieces and penile insecu-
. rities; but really it has all

been done before.

Actually, that is part of the problem

with this play. While SNAG generates .
‘'more than a few laughs and features .
somesmart social observation, it struck

meas being quite derivative. Seen it all

time around. Iam sure that those who
did take that walk down memory lane
had a very pleasant and entertaining
night out at the theatre, or soIgathered
from the number of tapping feet and
happy smiles in the audience, But this

wasn’t enough to hold my interest for
twohours, and dearreader, Idon’t think
it is enough to hold yours.

Waters’ coverage of Lennon’s musiccan
be described as being no more than
adequate. The band is held together by

“Open W1de come inside..

before.
That is not to say that the show is not
done well. Mark Hadlow is a perfect

‘mass of insecurities in playing Lloyd
~Winwright, an advertising executive

whose comfortable life is thrown vio-
lently out of kilter by the revelation
that his wife is having an affair with
another woman. Theaudience is taken
in hand by Hadlow as Lloyd struggles

« -on like a struck blind mouse, trying to
“make sense of it all as he stumbles
_ through blttersweet personal relanon-

Hadlow is alone on stage for two hour-

‘1ong sets and maintains his concentra-
‘tion admirably in that time,

.In addi-
txon to Lloyd, he portrays various other

~_personae which are clearly defined by -
thoughtful use of voice, gesture and

movement. However, the ”characteri-
zation” of Lloyd’s penisis dlsturbmg as
the voice Hadlow uses sounds very

‘much likeablack man. Fora performer
this is very shaky ground to be on - the

_mcely lit.

offensive racial stereotyping is clear.
Similarly stereotyped depictions of a
Jewish character and a Cockney char-
acter do not help this matter.

However, it has to be said that social.
satire is insufferably tame unless, it

manages to offend somebody, some-

how - and the line between- being pro-
vocative and offensive is an extremely
fine one. ‘Tobsha Learner’s script is
quite cynical of both men and relation-
ships, -She ridicules both traditional .
and modem concepts of ‘masculinity

and the outcome is damning. You're
damnedlfyou do, andyou’redamnedif -
‘you don’t, as Bart Simpson tells me.
The set is appropriately simple, and
The most interesting set
feature is a large, clear-plastic inflated.

axolotl’ suspended over the stage. It
doesn’t really do very much, actually it

- doesn’t do anything at all {although'a =
reference is made to axolotls'being a-
sensitive new-age kind of pet), but it = -
looks great. I want one just like it to -

keyboardist Stewart d’Arietta who does
his job -er- adequately. If a highlight
must be selected then it would be “Nor-
wegian Wood”. With unswerving pre-
dictability, “Imagine” was performed
last, although ”Give Peace A Chance”
was not trundled out. Thank Buddha,

John Waters has been gathering kudos

“This glass
onion
deserves to
be dropped
from a very
great height”

left right and centre for Looking
Through A Glass Onion but his per-
formance left me singularly unim-
pressed. In shows such as this, the
central performer must be alive and
ELECTRIC! Unfortunately, Mr. Wa-
ters on stage is about as dynamic as old
cottage cheese.

So folks - steer clear of this one. In
‘portraying John Lennon, John Waters
has all the credibility of Fairlie Arrow.
This glass onion deserves to be dropped
from a very great height.

David Mills

\
play with at pool parties. One for the |
Santa list I guess. ‘ \
Apart -from. the axolotl, however,. |
SNAGcontained few suprises. Before
seeing the show, T had a fairidea of what
it would be like, and I pretty much got, |
what 1 antjcipated. This is in itself|
dlsappomtmg because the potential was
therefor SNAG to be genuinely original
and hilarious. But- it was good. Better
thar a lek in the pants I suppose

DaV1d MlIIs
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company with a reputa-
tion for taking the bull by
the horns and running

with it, will be tackling

the big issues in their lat-
est production, Antigone.
The very big issues...duty,
responsibility, happiness
and life. Stuff like that.

Ifthe word “Antigone” gives you sleep-
inducing visions of Greek tragedy where
everyone wanders about in long flow-
ing robes moaning endlessly about life
beinghard etc, then cast those thoughts
aside! This production will be set in
contemporary times and is not the
Sophocles text, but the version by Jean
Anoulih, a version which, according to
director Andrew Garsden, has much to
offer modern audiences:

"The Anoulih version is about the pas-
sion for life whereas the Sophocles ver-
sion is more about family responsibili-
ties. The issue of a woman struggling
in a male dominated society is high-
lighted more as well. In the Sophacles
version she is doing what she is meant
to do-as a woman, whereas in the
Anoulih version , although there are
elements of that, you see her as an
actual person - as more than just a

Sinisin. An Australian publishing firm
has brought out an anthology of stories
by different writers entitled Eleven
Deadly Sins. (Four more were invented
asif people didn’t have enough to worry
about already.)
And, of course, there’s the ABC drama
series Seven Deadly Sins which is cur-
rently screening on Thursday at 9:30.
Happily, the ABC managed to get the
number of sins right. And that’s that
not all they got right. Sins, which is
Aunty’s Serious Drama successor to
Brides of Christ, triumphs where most
Australian TV flops on its belly; the
episodes are each based upon near-bril-
liant screenplays. (Andexactly why the
ABC can only produce one piece of
really quality drama per year is a mys-
tery tome, Perhapsits aseasonal thing.)
Without good writing, a TV program,
~Play or film, no matter how good the
actors, director and technicians, are
- doomed to mediocrity or worse.
But just how good are the scripts? Well,
for the first episode entitled simply
Lust, the answer is fuckin’ good. It
~-8eems no. coincidence that Lust

screened first, Sex sells and this was.

bo’rpe out by a ratings success of 21%
which is a record for that time-slot.

Six middle-aged, middle-class profes-

§1onals in various states of marriage,
lncl.udmg Eric, -a:naive widower still
doting on his deceased spouse, Deirdre,

La Mama, a theatre

family member doing her duty.”

Antigone is one of few plum roles
written for women in the modern thea-
tre, and a challenging part to play, ex-
plains Kathryn Whitta, playing the lead
in this production. “I don’t want to
make Antigoneseem shrewish and hys-
terical - I want to capture her passion
for life. The character is really incred-
ibly strong”. Antigone is a Hamlet
figure in that she will not conform to
the petty demands of her society, and
pays a fatal price because of it. The
character also' bears resemblance to
Thomas More in “A Man For All Sea-
sons” (a play currently being performed
at the Odeon, incidentally).

Antigone can be seen as a dialogue
between two opposing views of life.
Antigone exemplifies life in its passion
as she hungers for a life of “bliss”,
whereas her king, Creon, offers the prag-
matic approach to life, an approach
Antigone utterly rejects. The play was
first performed in France during World
War Two, and suprisingly won support
from the Nazis and the French Resist-
ance alike. The Nazis saw the
arguements of Creon as powerful pro-
dictatorship propoganda, while the
French sympathised with Antigone’s
struggle,

This production of Antigone heralds a
new lease of life for La Mama, a com-
pany that has suffered some criticism
recently for its “lucky dip” approach to

programming. Recently, important

contemporary works have found them-
selves shelved between murder mys-
tery musicals and obscure nineteenth

Antigone can be seen as
a dialogue between two
opposing views of
life...The play was first
performed in France
during World War Two,
and suprisingly won
support from the Nazis
and the French Resist-
ance alike”

century melodramas; a situation now
remedied by the splitting of the com-
pany into two groups, one based at
Hindmarsh and the otherat the Q Thea-
tre. The Hindmarsh group will be aim-
ingto produce plays that prod, provoke
and pack a punch, I think this produc-
tion of Antigone will do just that.

La Mama's production of Antigone is
playing Wednesday through Saturday
at 8pm at La Mama, 4 Crawford Lanc
Hindmarsh. It stars University of Ad-

Sin is In.

a neurotic alcoholic with a boring hus-
band, and FPrieda, the divorcee whose
drive for freedom leads her to have an
affair with the male host. For an hour,
these six chip, gnaw and gouge away at
each other in a way that is horribly
fascinating. Along the way, they drag
numerous skeletons from the closet

and thrust them up onto the dinner
table with the fine china and the avo-
cado dip.

Lust isarealisation of middle-class life
par excellence: the female host pro-

claims "the days of over-cooked meat

aregone”. Andtheactingisthoroughly
professional all round. You lucky peo-
ple. The only problems, which are so
minor as to constitute nit-picking, have

appeared in all three episodes so far.

The first episode wasn’t so muchabout
lust as middle-class mid-life frustra-
tion: the characters didn’t root each

other because they were addicted to
sex; they didit because they were bored.
The thematic bases of all three werc a
bit dodgy but it doesn’t really matter;
the sins theme serves well as a starting
point for excellent drama.

The only other fault is that the first
three episodes (and I'm sure, the last
four) all feature middle-aged suburban-
ites worrying about their marriages and
who's screwing whom. There’s noth-
ing wrong with this per se, it would just
be nice to see something else for a
change, likeatenseand evocative drama
aboutyoungSouth Australian Artsstu-
dents, for example.

The second episode, Pride, is perhaps
the weakest of the three so far. Colin
Friels and Elizabeth Alexander feature
as a famous husband and wife theatri-

" cal tcam, putting on a play with a sec-

ond woman, about a wife talking to her
husband’smistress and guesswhat! The
woman playing the mistress really is
Friels’ mistress so the boundaries be-
tween Art and- Life are-confused and
collapsed erc. Mirrors within mirrors
etc. Personally, Ifind this old theatrical

device somewhat tedious but there’sa
“tasty piece of irony when the real life

mistress can’t perform the role of the
stage mistress to the satisfaction of the
director, her real-life lover. The tel-
eplay climaxes when all threc, in an
improvisation frenzy, have it all out in

elaide students Kathryn Whitta as
Antigone, Eddy Knight as Creon and
Justene Porter as the Chorus.

On Dit has three
double passes to give
away to see Antigone
this Saturday. If you
would like one, come
in to the office on Fri-
day at 1pm and tell us
how much you'd like
to go. EASY!!!

David Mills

front of a bunch of drama students.
When does the acting stop and the real-
life begin? All a bit implausible really.
And whatdoes Pride havetodowith it?
Well, it’s in there somewhecre but its
kind of fuzzy and indistinct. Despite
these problems, however, it was well
actedandan entertaining hour of drama.
The third episode Sloth resurrected the
well-scripted nastiness of the first epi-
sode. Frank GallacherandRobyn Nevin
attacked each other mercilessly, down-
ing several innocent by-standers in the
process, Gallacher and his second wife
goonahealthcampto, well, gethealthy
where they meet Gallacher’s tirst wife,
the acerbic Nevin. The slothful, arro-
gant Gallacher then refuses to partici-
pate preferring to tear strips off pcople
instead. He was actually more guilty of
the sin of pride than sloth but this can
be forgotten in light of the excellent
script. As with the other two épisodes,
Sloth catches people in the middle of a
crucial point intheir lives, At thc end of
the hour, everybody is different, which
is as it should be in good drama.

Four of the seven deadly sins remain so
I'm surc you'll still be'able to catch one

of your favourites. Whatever you do,

don’t sin by omission and miss Seven
Deadly Sins. ‘

Nick Smith
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The Flicks

Cry baby cry, make your mote sigh

The Crying Game
Greater Union
Screening Daily

Writer-director Neil Jordan entices his au-
dience toreflect on thenature of the human
psyche and our innate predilection to cat-
egorise our identity and sexuality, “The
Crying Game is part love story and partly
about confronting one’sown destiny”, says
Jordan, “Fach character has preconceptions
about the others that, by the end, are de-
stroyed. The characters change and dis-
guise themselves. There is a violent and
fraught texture to their lives.”

The journey of self discovery is viewed
through the eyes of Fergus (Steven Rea),
whois only half-heartedly involvedin IRA
activities in Northemn Island. He discovers
the emptiness of his present existence after
the abduction of Jody (Forest Whitaker), a
black British soldier. As captor, Fergus real-
ises that his captive is a human just like
him, with similar aspirations, hopes and
desires.

The inevitable death of Jody, an event be-
yond Fergus’ contro], is the event which

Where Angels Fear to Tread
Piccadilly Cinema
Sceening Daily

This film is yet another adaptation of
an EM Forster novel and by far the least

- successful. It is perhaps unfair to draw

comparisons between Where Angels
Fear to Tread and Merchant Ivory pro-
ductions (A Room with a View and
Howard’s End), yet it is difficult not to.
They all share similar screenplays and
actors. The issue of class in English
society raises its ugly head again. The
romantic appeal of each film’s period

dress, attitude and feeling is similar.

This film is not created on the same
scale (or budget) as a Merchant Ivory
production, though its modesty is no
excuse for poor performance and ex-
ecution. While money may allow lus-
cious sweeping scenes, dramatic cos-
tume and sets, it cannot hide a lack of
content or conviction in the film. That
is why mega-budget films like For the
Boys were a huge flop. They need more
than Bette Midler warbling.

“This film has trouble accommodating

the transfer of EM Forster’s story from
the print medium to the bigscreen. The
opportunity to complement a story’s
characters and language with visual
atmosphere {a sense of place, character
and mood)is missing. Where Howard’s
Endwasluscious in this respect, Where

Angels Fear to Tread was positively
“bereft.

The cast s star studded, with the likes

- of Helena Bonham-Carter, Judy Davis,
Helen Mirren and the Eric-like Rupert -

Graves. Their performances are la-
boured and are no salvation to the mis-
demeanours of this film. The middle
aged Helen Mirren doubtlessly sighed

inspires Fergus to escape from this exist-
ence. Heventures toLondon tofind himself
and in the process, track down Jody’s old
girlfriend, Dil (JayeDavidson). Thisiswhere
the real fun and games begins between
Jordan and the audience.

Fergus' motives for meeting Dil were ini-
tially honourable [a comforting message
from Jody) but soon transcend to sexual,
Withoutwishingto”keepitasecret”,asthe
promotional material requests, Fergus is
confronted by the very unexpected as their
relationship develops. His situation is fur-
ther complicated by the reappearance of
Jude (Miranda Richardson), whose chame-
leon-like personality changes from good-
time girl to political terrorist, to power-
dressed hard nosed bitch,

This is a captivating film, one which has
definitely not been subjected to the Holly-
wood machine. Asaconsequence, the char-
acterisations, treatment of issues and cin-
ematicvisionsarerelevantandrefreshingly
unique. This is not an escapist or romantic
film and its unexpected success on the
American cinemacircuit comes asno great
surprise. One not to riss.

Tom Pikusa

with artistic relief when she died after
giving birth early in the film. Helena
Bonham-Carter, even in the throes of
love, saunters Madonna-like through
her scenes. Rupert Graves repeats his
lines with machine-gun precision and
acts with military efficiency. Judy
Davis’ moody and intolerable attitude
are just that. A highlight of her per-
formance is when she states that I
have a smut in my eye.” I think she
realised the horror of her position.

The cinematography was disappoint-
ing. Most of the action in the film
occurred in a provincial hill-top village
in Tuscany, yet the physical settings
chosen did not succeed in conveying
the majesty or romantic quality of this
place. Characters are placed obtusely
in settings, location shots are limited
to brief snippets and it is often difficult

to tell whether the characters are in.

England or Italy.

One delightful scene in the film in-
volved anextremely corpulent divawho
arrives in town to sing Lucia di
Lammemor for the home-town crowd.
Apart from this diversion, though, the
film just plods along, There is no pas-

sion or feeling for the people or the

place. Perhaps the novel is inherently
flawed, probably not. If you are inter-
ested in this film genre, may Isuggesta
trip to the video shop or waiting for the
arrival of Enchanted April. Both op-

tions will prove a great deal more re-

warding,

Tom Pikusa

The Last of the Mohlcans

Academy Cinemas

Season open.

The Last of the Mohicans is less of a

film, more of a spectacle. Based

- loosely on the novel by James

Fenimoore Cooper and the 1936

1 :

} Windswept and wistful - Stephen Rea as Fergus

screenplay of Philip Dunne, The Last
.. is not historically correct but
splendidly visually entertaining.
Then again, historical correctness has
never been high on Hollywood’s list
of why to make a film. The Last... is,
at times, graphic in its depiction of
violence but mostly the violence is
hidden but there.
The Last... is apparently an adventure
and romance set during the French-
English squabble over North America
in the mid 1750’s. Both sides have
indigenous allies who provide the
main protagonists for both good and
evil. Unlike the 1936 version, the
reasons behind the bitter and all
encompassing emnity that pervade
the film are explored thus making
actions understandable,
The Last... is supposedly also a story
of contrasting cultures; that of the
English/French and the native Ameri-
cans, Independence, obedience, codes
of conduct, notions of honour and
warfare as well as notions of class are
explored but only in the most cursory
manner. This is hardly surprising
given the basic tenet of the film; that
of adventure.
Hawkeye (Daniel Day-Lewis) repre-
sents the new breed. An adopted son
of the Mohican Chingachgook,
Hawkeye is the result of two cultures
and, in the best hero fashion, pos-
sesses the most potent qualities of
both. Day-Lewis makes a fair fist of
his role although at times he appears
a little uncomfortable with the role.
This role was a breath of fresh air for

Day-Lewis and highlights his versatil-

" ity. Day-Lewis cuts a dashing figure
~with his flowing locks and stands out
in several remarkable calendar shots.
Cora Munro (Madeleine Stowe} plays
the fish out of water. Cora is visiting
her father, Colonel Munro (Maurice

Roeves) when the troubles begin.
Cora is the catalyst for some serious
trouble. Madeleme Stowe makes

Cora believable which is crucial to
the overall success of the film. More
cannot be asked for.

Wes Studi as Magua the Huron War
Captain was, to my mind, the stand
out character in the film, Studi gives
a performance that tends to dominate
the screen. Completely believable,
understated yet forceful, Studi is the
Baddy of the film yet you can’t help
but understand his actions and feel a
grudging respect for him.

The Last... is an action picture first
and foremost thus making character
development secondary. At times the
characters appear slightly two- di-
mensional making it hard to feel
sympathy and understanding for all.
This tends to be the exception not
the rule but makes the characters
somehow blemished.

The Last... is beautifully filmed and
photographed in old growth forest in
North Carolina with some superb
old forest scenery providing the basis
for some tense scenes. The scenery
also provides some classic calendar
shots as well. The costumes are
superb, historically accurate and a
credit to the obvious research and
work that went into the whole film.
The Last... had a lengthy period of
research and development in order t0
fulfil writer -director Michael Mann's
desire to make the 18th Century -
environs immediate and realistic.
This was exceeded thus making it a
pleasure to observe.

" As a whole, The Last of the Mohicans

is there to be entertained by not
challenged by and it succeeds in

doing this. ,
PS. A little quirk in the production notes.

" Michael Mann remarks, The shocking state of

affairs is that we found only two small pockets -
of old growth forest in North Carolina and one -

| in Pennsylvania that appxoxxmated this
" ¢ontinent in 1757.” The site of Fort William

Henry (where Colonel Munro is in charge} was
cleared from other forests near Lake ‘

JamesinNorth Carolina.Que!
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Wisteria and Sunshine

Enchanted April
Chelsea Cinema
Comumnences 1 April

“To those who appreciate
wisteria and sunshine. Small
Medieval Italian castle on
the shores of the Mediterra-
nean to be let furnished for
the month of April. Serv-
ants remain. White Box Z
1045 E.C.A., The Times.”

This romantic feel-good film focuses
on four unlikely women who join to-
gether toventure to an Italian castle for
amonth’srespite from their existences
in 1920’s England. Director Mike
Newell unfolds this gentle and some-

what sentimental tale about the class
and sexual positions of women in soci-
ety.

The main characters, Lottie Wilkins
(Josie Lawrence) and Rose Arbuthnot
{Miranda Richardson), are inspired to
answer an advertisement in The Times
in the hope that what is missing from
their lives will be resolved by travelling
to an idyllic place which is far from
their boorish husbands and their daily
concerns,

Lottie and Rose are joined by the pomp-
ous dowager, Mrs Fisher {Joan
Plowright) who commands respect
through her intimidating personality
and vicious walking stick, They are
also accompanied by the young and
elegant socialite Lady Caroline Dester
(Polly Walker).

All four women are emotionally
wounded in some way. The physical
remoteness and idyllic beauty of the
castle San Salvatore inspires initial re-

flection and eventual rejuvenation of
their troubled lives.

This is a small film, made on a modest
budget and concentrating on the per-
sonal problems of the four main charac-
ters. The pace of Mike Newell’s film is
ponderous and reflective, yet [ found
aspects of the individual characterisa-
tionssomewhat shallow and contrived.
In particular the resolution of problems
in Rose’s and Lottie’s marriages seems
too convenient.

Overall, however, the stunningcinema-
tography of Rex Maidmentandthe origi-
nal portrayals of women’s status and
problems makes Enchanting April an
enjoyable few hours in the cinema.

Tom Pikusa

Bridge over troubled water

The Bridge
Trak Cinema

Wilson Steer spent his summer holi-
days in an English fishing village with
the rustic name of Walberswick. Here
his best known work, The Bridge, was
completed in 1887. The film of the
same name was made in 1991 in the
village and is a fictional account of the
circumstances surrounding the subject
of the painting.

Taken from the novel by Maggie
Hemingway,the story has
Isobel,{Saskia Reeves ) and her three
young daughters who have escaped the
stuffy home life and her stuffy husband
totake the waters at Walberswick. One
ofthe daughters literally falls over Steer,
played by newcomer David O'Hara,
which fortuitously leads to Isobel and
Philfalling head over heels in love with
each other. = .

Isobel’s realisation that there is a life
outside stuffy drawing rooms, corsets
and high collars leads to a loosening of
the stays, and she and Phil make the
beast with two backs - but with three
~daughters hovering around and hus-
band Reg imminently arriving, Is isn’t
in a position to continue her intimate
- soirees. A letter brought at an inappro-
_priate time by a hard-faced maid leads
to Reg’s suspicions being aroused and
. with a well-meaning Aunt {Rosemary
Harris) egging the pair on while friendly
village Lawyer (Joss Ackland) takes an
avuncular sideline view, our lovers feel
the tension between the strictures. of
- convention, and the new sexual free-
dom they’ve experienced.

The eponymous painting is the out-
come of this ill-fated affair. Lushly pho-
tographed and-with a stirring sound-
track by Richard Mitchell, The Bridge
- Wwill provide a bridge over the troubled
‘Waters of an evening, - |

»

'Isd'bél and Phil

“Hot for your love baby”
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Fundies

Comic

» News is that Peter David has left X-
Factor. After of issue 89 Peter will no
longer be scribing what has been
considered the best of the X-titles.
He’s left mid-plot and I understand
he’s got a bit of gossip about it.

» Marvel is going spaz on cross-overs
again. Spiderman gets the full treat-
ment this time with a 14-part mar-
keting binge called “Maximum
Carnage”. The fun begins in the new
Spiderman Unlimited #1 and will
conclude eons later in issue two of
the same comic. Almost all of the
Spidey titles will be involved.

+ If you’d like to support some Aus-
tralian comics then you could do
worse than take a look at Issue One
Comics. Number six is on the shelves
and this award winner is an all-pig

. Cerebus ©1993 Dave Sim

Comic reviews

Death ©1993 DC corics

Books of Magic

Format: Trade Paperback

Publisher: DC

Cost: AU$40.00

Writer; Neil Gaiman

Artists: John Bolton, Scott Hampton
Charles Vess and Paul Johnson

Yet agam ‘DCispresentinga Neil
~Gaiman project. Initially donein 1990,

DC has decided to represent the four.

__issue prestige format series as a trade
paperback under the Vertigo banner. It
looksvery niceindeed, Then again, just

about anything that has been fully'

~painted looks very nice indeed.
Neil has come up with yet an-

other of his typical story lines: It con-
- cerns the education of a twelve year old
~english boy who has been deemed to.

hold the potential to become Earth’s
- most powerful adept of the modern era.
He’s taken on a journey of sorts to help
him decide whether magic is the career
option he’d most like. Let’s just say
thatit’snot youraverage journey. When
characters such as John Constantine (of
Hellblazer), the Phantom  Stranger,
Mister E [no, he’s not techno) and the
Phantom Stranger are your tour guides
there’s not much chance of it being a

normal sort of school excursion. Tim
somehow manages to go from the
begining of everything to the end of
everything via New York, Faerie and
therealm of Dream. Strange stuff, huh?

Neil Gaiman must have an ob-
session with the machinations of the
universe. Only a person who is envel-
oped in the philosophies of “why are
we here?” could come up with a plot
like this. He's created a fabulous jour-
ney through his passions. Throw out
the bible, Books of Magic should be-
come the new standard for anything
remotely mystical, Neil has woven
many aspects of fantasy into his rather
expansive carpet. The journey into
Faerie draws many threads from
childrens’ faerie stories. Neil Gaiman
even mentions C.S. Lewis as an influ-
ence on him during his formative years.
These influences shine through with-
out becoming plagiarism. Neil’s vision
of the end of time being a castle with a

‘deranged court reminded me of Lewis

Carroll. He’s done it again, Wacky and
weird, isn’t that what Neil Gaiman is
all about?

The various painters employed
to illustrate Books of Magic give each
book it’s own individuality. That's a

‘good thing since each bodk concerns a

separate leg of the journey. John Bolton
may be familiar to some people through
his covers to Dark Horse’s Aliens se-

ries. His work is dark and very emotive.
On a book with a slightly underworld

nature such as Books of Magic, John
Boltonisreally.in his element. Charles

~Vess painted in a bright and cheerful

manner for the Faerie steps of the trip.
His work was reminiscent of the paint-
ing found in childrens’ fairy tale books.
Once again he was an appropriate
choice. He has now established himself
as an artist who can portray both the
bright sides'and the dark sides of a
comic.,

‘ " The greatest crltrcrsm of -this
comprlatlon is the price. At forty bucks
a pop it’s probably cheaper to buy the -

books in their original prestige format

News

issue. The characters Cyberswine and
Razorback make major appearances.
» Dave Sim, creator of Cerebus, is
once again set to shaft the industry.
Cerebus #0 will come polybagged
with a trading card, fancy cover and
all the works. It may even be a good
point for new readers to discover the
weirdness of Cerebus.

s Dark Horse Comics will soon be
introducing their line of super-hero
comics. Set to hit the shelves in June,
Dark Horse has dubbed the line
Comics’ Greatest World. Sixteen
seems to be DH's favourite number
since the comics will run for sixteen
issues and feature sixteen new major
characters. Big name artists such as
Walter (Thor) Simonson and Frank
{Daredevil) Miller are amongst the

front of you. If you can handle the weird
and a hefty price then this is the best
way toreada tome like Books of Magic.

‘Then againyou couldjust wait for Neil’s

next project.
Rohan Thompson

Legion of Super-Heroes no. 42
Publisher: DC

Cost: US$1.75 (AU$3.00)

Plotter; Tom McGraw

Scripters: Tom and Mary Bierbaum
Artists: Stuart Immonen, Ron Boydand
John Dell 111

Frequency: Monthly ongoing

One of the difficulties that comic writ-
ers whaose characters live in the here
and now face is that they can only push
the boundaries of the imagination so
far. And should they pass that limit,
inevitably some continuity-fixed pur-
ist is going to write in and whine "1
knew that Obscureman was going to
stop the evil Quandongs from implod-
ing the sun, because if he didn’t, then
the hundred-or-so other titles that your
company publishes would have been
rendered obsolete”. But if the comic is
placed in the far future, such creative
restrictions no longer exist. This crea-
tive freedom is part of what makes The
Legion of Superheroes soenjoyable, Set

‘in the thirtieth century, and with a

thirty five year history, it has one of the
largest- central and supporting casts
around and a mythos all of it’s own.

" Not bad for.a concept that was origi-

nally only a once-off story for the now
non-existent Superboy.

Beyond this, the last three and a
half years of the Legion have been by far
the most tumultuous. In forty two is-

sues the universe has suffered a crip-

pling economic collapse, the Earth has

‘been taken over by an alien race called

the Dominion, the Moon has been
blown up and millions have died in an
ultimately successful revolution

against the Dominion oppression. Then

just as the bedraggled humanity looks

A , ~ to the future, the world blows up.
form. Other than that it’s nice to have
all of the volumes -plonked there in -

Wrth this rather exhausting list
of events now behind them, the Legron

contributors.

» Waaaaay down the track in August
is another new release from Valiant,
This one’s called The Second Life of
Doctor Mirage and that’s about all
that can be said about it at the mo-
ment.

» The comic On Dit can’t help but
promote is reaching issue 50. Sand-
man #50 will soon be on the shelves
and it’s being plugged by DC Comics
as being an ideal place for new read-
ers to hop on. The story is self con-
tained and involves Dream in an
Arabian Knights story. Once again
and as always, Neil Gaiman will be
penning the issue with art by P. Craig
Russel.

is now looking to the future in more

ways than one. Issue 42 features the -

plotting debut of Tom McGraw, who
doubles as the series’ colourist. Long
time Legion fans and now writers, Tom
and Mary Bierbaum have joined with
him to create a well paced, logically set
out story that draws on Legion’s long
history to give it shape. This is whereI
can level my sole criticism against this
title; it is not a book for new readers.
The mammoth cast can provide great
enjoyment, but also major confusion, I
would not hesitate in recommending it
to someone who likes an intelligent,
complex comic with many twists and
sub-plots, to fully appreciate it you
should really be prepared to invest in
some back issues (the best place tostart
would probably be the seven part
"Who's Who in the Legion”, if you can
find it). The art is nothing spectacular
but it’s clear enough and serves its
purpose, The colours, however, are bril-
liant, adding a lot when it comes to the
more technically orientated scenes.
They help in greatly intensifying emo-
tions, ;

1like the “new” Legion with all
that it entails, but if someone new to
the medium wants to get involved with
it perhaps start with Legion’s sister
title, Legionnaires, which debuted re-
cently. This is one of the most enjoy-
able mainstream comics that I read.
This one is definitely worth the effort
Ben Authers

Thanks to the Adelarde Comics Centre
in John Martins Plaza

for their ongoing support.
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Classifieds

Language and Learning Workshops
Advisory Centre for University Educa-
tion, Level 6, Hughes Building,
March:

Essay Writing - Tuesday, 16, 23, 30
March 1.10-2.00 pm

Hanging in there! (for 1st Years) - Mon-
day 29 March 1.10 - 2.00 pm

Honours Thesis Writing for Arts - Mon-
day 8 March 1.10-2.00 pm or Friday 12
March 1.10 - 2.00 pm

Honours Thesis Writing for Science -
Tuesday 9 March 1.10 - 2.00 pm or
Friday 19 March 1.10 - 2.00 pm
Higher Degree Thesis Writing- Wednes-
day 17, 24, 31 March 3.30 - 5.00 pm
English as a Second Language Writing
Development - Monday 22 and 29
March 3.30 - 5.00 pm

English as a Second Language Thesis
Writing Skills - Tuesday 23, 30 March
and 6 April 11,00 am - 12.30 pm

To book into any of these courses, or
collect a brochure, call in to the ACUE,
Level 6, Hughes Building or phone Sarah
on 228 5771.

Language and Learning - a service for
you.

Notice of AU Bridge Club AGM

Held on Wednesday, 10th March from
1 - 2 pm in the North/South Dining
Rooms.

Centrepoint Car Park

The Centrepoint Car Park is offering
concessions to students for parking at
the Centrepoint Car Park, On the pur-
chase of a weekly ticket (5 days Mon-
day to Friday} with unlimited in/out
between 7 am and 7 pm. The cost is
only $20.00, normally this ticket is
priced at $27.00, hence asaving of $7.00.
Tickets are to be purchased from booth
cashiers prior to the week of use. To
obtain discount a Student Identifica-
tion Card must be presented.

Ifyou have any further enquiries please
phone Ian Stainer on 232 2221,

Adelaide University Catholic Commu-

nity

The Catholic Community is a group of

students and staff which seeks to nur-

turethe spiritual development and edu-

cation of its members.

Where? Catholic Community room,

- Lady Symon Building {upstairs, north-

west corner of the cloisters).

Chaplain - Fr Michael McShane (Ph.

267 3829

Our many and vaned activities include
. Mass - Wednesdays, 1.10 pm-in

Chapel Lady Symon Building; Rosary -

Mondays, 1 pm, Catholic Community
- Toom; Discussion Groups - including
Rev1ew of Life reflective circle; Guest
Speakers - on a range of enlightening
and absorbing topics; Social Events -
throughout the year, occasions of w1t
and sparkhng conversation. .

Don’t miss out! Wednesday lunchtlmes
aréa good time to catch us.

The History and Politics Club

are holding an informal club meeting
on Thursday, 11th March, 1 pm, Napier
149. Theconcern of theclub is to create
a forum for the discussion of political
issues, particularly issues of gender,
race and the environment. Everybody’s
welcome,

Film Society

is holding its AGM in the Jerry
Portus Room at 1 pm on Monday, 8th
March.

GALA Gay and Lesbian Association is
meeting on Thursday, 11th March at 1
pm in the South Dining Room on Level
4 of the Union Building. All gay, les-
bian and bisexual staff, students and
friends are encouraged to come along
for our first meeting this year.

Don’t be scared, be proud! See you there
with bells on.

Golf Club

Annual General Meeting to be held on
Tuesday, 9th March at 5 pm in the
North/South Dining Room. Current
and prospective members please attend.
Queries and apologies - ring Geoff on
298 2479. Remember, intervarsity is in
Adelaide in September!

History and Politics Women’s Forum
Women’s Liberation? - the second wave.
What gains (if any)? - from varied per-
spective. Wednesday, 17th March, Un-
ion Cinema, 5 - 7 pm. Wine and cheese
provided.

International Socialist Club

Over a quarter of a century after his
murder, the name of Malcolm X still
inspires fear among America’s rulers.
Little wonder - he was one of the most
powerful and uncompromising leaders
of a movement which aimed to sweep

away the racism embedded in US soci-
ety “by any means necessary”.
“A new book by British black militant,

Kevin Ovenden, unravels Malcolm X's
life against the turbulent background
of the US in the 50s and 60s, examinés
critically what he really had to say and

draws on his experience for lessons in

the fight against racism today. ~
Malcolm X: Socialism and Black Na-
tionalism - K. Ovenden, $7.00, avail-

-able from International Socialist Club

or IS bookstalls on campus.

AU Netball AGM

Anyone interested in playing netball
for the University is welcome to come
along. Any age, size, shape, sex are
welcometojoinin, have fun and get fit.
Meeting will be in the Jerry Portus
room, at 1pm on 17th March, 1993. Be
there.

Palm Sunday Singing Workshops

In preparation for the Palm Sunday
Peace March and Picnic to be held on
April 4, local women’s singing group
Archipelago will be holding two sing-
ing workshops to teach songs we can
sing together on Palm Sunday.
Ouraim is toteach peace songs that are
excitingand inspiring. We will be teach-
ing some basic singing skills and work-
ing on raising the confidence of people
who come to the workshops as well as
teaching the songs. No experience is
necessary - women, men and children
welcome!

Details; Part one - Saturday, 27th March,
2 - 5 pm; Part two - Wednesday, 31st
March, 6 - 9 pm. Both workshops will
beheldat St Mary Magdalen’s Anglican
Church, 26 Moore Street, City. Cost
will be $4/$6 (ring us if this would
prevent you from coming), Only one of
the workshops will be wheelchair ac-
cessible. Ring us if you will need help
to get in. For more information, ring
297 0336 or 298 4051.

Republican Association AGM
Tuesday, 23rd March at 1 pm in the
Jerry Portus Room.

Snudemenko - The Comedy Club
Videos. Tuesday, 9th March - Red
Dwarf, Blackadder, Ripping Yarns and
Monty Python. 1 pmuntil 5 pm, North
Dining Room, Level 4 of the Union
Building. Snude nigE.

Lost
Snudenmenko in a time warp if found
please leave

. Medical Textbook For Sale |
Basil Histopathy by Wheater, Burkitt,

Stevens & Lowe. Bookshop price $79,
for sale for $35. Ph. Paul on 297 2688.

For Sale' ,
Tired of not having that extrabed when
friends unexpectantly drop over? Well

- for the measly sum of $120 you can

own your very own sofa bed. It's’in
pretty good condition and it makes a

very comfy lounge. A nice bigwardrobe
isalso on offer for $50. Don’t hesitate to-
call Jason on (08) 344 8706.

Resistance

will be holding a forum in the Little
Theatre, Wednesday, 3rd March at 1
pm on “Women in the Media”.

Russian Club

Annual General Meeting, 18th March
1993, Thursday, 4.00 pm, North Din-
ing Room, Level 4, Union Bu1ld1ng
Everybody is welcome.

Friends of the Earth will be having
their first meeting on Tuesday, 9th
March at 1.00 pm in the FOE Club
room (room S5 level 5 of the Union
Building). We look forward to seeing
you there. If you have any queries, please
call Tiana on 267 1720.

Republican Debate Changes

Due to circumstances completely be-
yond our control (i.e. the Union Shut-
down)wehave to postpone the Schacht-
Downerrepublic-monarchy debate. The
debate, which wastobe heldon Wednes-
day, 3rd March at 1 pm in the Union
Cinema will happen sometime in the
near future, so keep watching this space
for details. Oh, Long Live the Union.

Attention Pool Players

Join the Adelaide Uni Billiards and
Snooker Club.

Enjoy the benefits of being a member.
Play Billiards, Snooker and Pool for
only $1 per hour at the Cue Club (288
Waymouth Street) any Monday night
from 7 pm.

Competitions for prizes arranged
throughout the year.

Cue Club is an excellent venue with
beer, drinks and munchies available
and has championship standard tables.
Come down any Monday to join, com-

‘mencing Monday, 1st March, Any en-

quiries to Paul Darzins on 297 2688.

therary Socnety Annual General Meet-
ing

All members are invited for drinks,
food and the election of the 1993 Com-

‘mittee. Monday, 8th March, 1 pm,

North/South Dining Rooms; Level 4,
Union Building, All members are ehgl-
ble to stand for election and to vote,
provide thata 1993 membership cardis.
shown. See you there!

" Wine Club

Inaugural General Meeting, Tues 9th .

 March 1993, 7:30p.m. Lecture Room

| Walte campus

“A Man For All Seasons” March'4-6;
10-13 8p.m. Court theatre company.
by Robert Bolt At Odeon Theatre

~ Norwood Book at Bass

~On dits35




Dear Aunty Mabs,

Please excuse the informality in which
Iaddress you but I feel now as thoughI
know you andneed to discuss my prob-
lem with a friend. You see I have, well
how canIsay it, a hairy bum. This was
not a problem for me until recently, I
rarely had to look at it and it was only
occasionally that I touched my but-
tocks and was aware of the hair.

A few months ago however, I meta girl
and weslept together. I didn’t think my
bottom would affect our relationship
but she didn’t like it and she convinced
me to shave off my unwanted hair.
Things were great for a few days until I
developed a nasty stubble rash and she
dropped me. Now these painful months
later, the hair has grown back much
thicker than before. It sort of hangs
downbetweenmy legsandhasrecently
developed into dredlocks. This makes
it very difficult for me to clean myself

Lglevik
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Aepliences

would only make the problem worse,

am very unhappy, what ever should
do?

Dear Science Student

t amazes me when I think of the
number of letters I recieve from stu-
dents which involve bottoms. Per-
haps it is a new discovery amongthe
young and tender, in any case self
exploration will not do you any

By not observing Aunt Mabel’s
number one rule (never shave, al-
ways wax) it is obvous you do not
own a copy of my sellout book, “Be-
»tween the Sheets - Ettiquette for
z Newlyweds” I suggest you obtain
2 one as soon as possible, try the Barr
s Smith Reserve section or ask one of
{ the very friendly staff. 1t will pro-
vide you with naughty but neces-
3 sary hints about shaving thoselower
* regions and why wejust shouldn’t if
we want to keep our partners gravel
rash free. 1f the idea of pouring wax
down your rear valley sounds a bit pain-
ful, may I suggest a depilatory creme
such as Nair.
I would certainly advise that you
depilatesoon asyou donotwant toturn
out like that hooligan Marley charac-
ter. He had dredlocks too, you know.

Dear Aunt Mabel’

My problem is ruining my social life.

Every morning whenlawake Ifeel that
I need to take some illegal substance to
get me through the day. It used to just
be Marijuana but now I find I am in-
dulging in acid trips as well. 1 have
heard it said that one of my elder broth-
ersrode thisrocky road in hisyouth and
lamscaredlam followingin his strides.
It has made me unable to put as much
effort into my job as I would like and
has also made me rude to my friends.
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Some of my mates live this precarious
life and they arereally cool rockstars. If
it’s okay for them, why doesn’t it feel
right for me?
Moore Joyns

Dear M]

I am afraid you have quite a serious
problem and I am particularly worried
about you. It seems that you are trying
to find the real you and in doing so are

attempting to emulate an older brother .

who was, perhaps very successful in
some way, maybe with women? You
must realise that you have your own
individual qualities and in time these
will shine through your confused and
unsure exterior. Copying the foolish
actions of you friends, unfortunately
will not turn you into arock star too. It

_takes lots of hard work and believe me,

the rewards are few, not forgetting of
course the pain and loneliness of being
on the road.

Concentrate on your work and your
studies and don’t neglect your friends,
you may need their support to help you
through this rough patch.

Believe in yourself, you are your own
special person. Say NO to drugs andI
just know you will make it.

Dear Aunt Mabel

My great aunt is quite senile and last
week mum invited her over for dinner.
Trying to be helpful she offered tostack
the dishwasher and thinking it was her
casserole dish also loaded up my cat. I
did not realise she had done this until
mum made me go and unstack the
dishes. You may laugh, well they did,
the evil geriatrics, but what met my
eyes was not my aunt’s casserole dish.
It was white, fluffy and matted and
smelt like chicken a’la King. Ican no
longer sit through a Go Cat ad, Icanno
longer use cotton wool and walking
through a field of pussy-willows would

be my own private hell. I can’t sleep .

because mum had to take the fluffy
stuffing out of my pillow. Every day
means pain and the most horrific thing

of all is that every night I have to face
those same plates who shared first-
hand the torture that cruelly took Bub-
bles from me that fateful day. Why her
and not them?I ask my self over and
over again. How shall I ever hope to
lead a normal life?

All Washed Out

Dear Wash Out
Personally I have never shared a fond-

ness for the feline variety and have

always firmly supported the idea that
dishwashers are for those with lazy
hands. You must realise that nothingis
going to bring Bubbles back (sorry, no
pun intended). Wise up, youngster and
rather than harbouringself-destruictive
resentment toward your mother’s
dishes touch their surface and feel for
past vibrations. Attempt to detect any
memories they could have stored in
their LTM, what a wonderful discovery
tomake! Revelin the glory of knowing
that Bubbles now bounds through the
pussy-willow fields that she once only
dreamt about.

Dear Aunt Mabel,

When I’m counting sheep to try and get
to sleep, I get really turned on. Is this
perverted?

Phil

Dear Phil,
Yes! Get a life.

Readers!! I would just like to say
thankyou for all your wonderful let-
ters, just remember they are purely
confidential. Don’t forget to leave your
questions and problems in the box in
the refectory ordrop them in to On Dit.

Handy Hint: Lecturers, sick of getting
all that nasty chalk dust all over your
hands every time you write on the
board? Try carrying a small pack of
Wet-Ones in your folder. Perfect for
quick, clean fingers anytime, in any
sitnation.
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