


editorial/news

This edition is entitled
“Futureworld”. The future is
something most people think
about at least a bit, even if only
on a personal level. It may be
depressing to do so or it may be
inspiring or it may be a bit of
both. The future is the great un-
known, it happens, but inescap-
ably becomes the present, leav-
ing space for another future to be
thought about and imagined.

One of the ways the future has
constantly been imagined is
through fiction, especially science
fiction. In this issue we feature
three short stories, all set in an
indefinite future {pages 18-20).

They all include possibilities
about the way our lives and the
societies we live in may change.
But they remain fiction as well as
or rather than social comment.
But any discourse about the fu-
ture is inevitably a fiction, a con-
structed reality which is not yet
a reality and may never become
one beyond the language in
which it is created. On pages 12
and 13 David Mills and Monica
Carroll look at predictions peo-
ple have made in the past about
the future, and how those predic-
tions look now, in the present.
One thing that we can be sure
about is the prominence of infor-

mation technology in the future,
It is already here, although cur-
rently confined to those with the
knowledge and money to access
the Internet. Jesse Reynolds
writes about the logistics of the
Internet: how to hook up, what
it is and how to use it. There is
also a commentary on various
aspects on the Internet, discussing
the Internet generally, under-
standing it as an anarchic virtual
community. The Internet is a part
of the future that is available now
- maybe it’s just part of the
present. See pages 14 &15.
Finally we took it to the cam-
pus: What predictions can peo-

ple make about the future and
what would they most like to see
invented in the future? The an-
swers ranged from the personal
to the global, and are printed on
pages 16 & 17.

The prediction that we can
make about the future is that we
don’t have to put out any issues
for a while. We’ll be back on Oc-
tober 10. October 17 is Elle Dit,
so all women should get writing
or drawing or photographing or
cartooning or anything.

Lorien, Tim and David

In last Tuesday’s Advertiser, it
was reported that there was some
concern over the possibility of
ballott stuffing in the recent stu-
dent elections. This report was
somewhat misleading as accord-
ing to most sources, any such
fears were unfounded. However,
the fears were very real accord-
ing to the now former Returning
Officer David Moxham. Accord-
ing to Moxham, around 1500
ballott papers went missing, pos-
sibly due 1o inadequate security
in the SAUA office where the pa-
pers were being housed. In re-
sponse to this fear, he suspended
the count last Sunday. Appar-
ently, Moxham’s views received
little support, as he resigned
shortly after. The reasons for his
resignation have not yet been
made public, although rumours
abound. The most likely of these
is that Moxham felt that he was

Resource Centre

The Resource Centre is on the
agenda for the meeting of un-
ion Board on Monday night. At
this meeting the petitions that
have circulated around the uni-
versity calling for Union Board
to examine other methods of
funding for the Resource Cen-
tre will be presented. It has been
rumoured that Union Board
will in fact be looking at other
funding options rather than just
continuing with the planned
closure of the Centre.
Clubs Association

As with other afilliate organi-
zations of the Union, the Clubs
Association’s budget for 1995
has been frozen at 1994 levels.
However, in the past year there
has been an increase in the
number of clubs on campus by
40%. Union Board sees this as
a situation that needs address-
ing and has stated that the
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not being taken seriously by other
people involved in conducting the
ballott,

For those who think that the
resignation of a Returning Of-
ficer mid way through the count-
ing process is unusual, there’s
more. Moxham apparently
claimed that his personal security
was under threat, although he
declined to identify the source of
this threat. In any event, he sub-
sequently left Adelaide and he
hasn’t been seen since. This left
the Election Tribunal, headed by
Union Secretary Manager Mark
Johnson, in a bit of a dilemma as
new Returning Officer needed to
be found. They searched high and
low, contacting various Return-
ing Officers from yesteryear in-
cluding Guhan Sabapathy, Paul
Champion and George Karzis.
None of the aforementioned were
available, but the Tribunal even-

Aore on th

Clubs Association must be an
area of priority in the 1996
budget. The Clubs Association
will be stretched to the utmost
next year as more clubs com-
pete for grants,
Students’ Association

The Students’ Association has
also had its budget frozen at
1994 levels for next year. How-
ever, to accommodate spiralling
costs and rising premiums be-
yond their control, the SAUA
has had to slash its internal
budgets. Last week, SAUA
Council went through the pain-
ful process of trimming back on
all areas of expenditure. So, al-
though the total budget remains
the same, next year there will
be less money to spend on all-
important student campaigns.
Activities

To compensate for the loss of
the Activities Officer, Union
Board proposed replacing the

tually managed to convince last
year’s Returning Officer, Nick
Dunstone, that the time was right
to make a comeback. It is worth
noting that Dunstone has had
something of a history in the field
of student politics, being elected
to the position of Orientation Co-
ordinator on the United Students
ticket in 1992. This could con-
ceivably have sparked fears that
his appointment was designed to
favour the Student Focus (United
Students’ sister ticket) given the
mayhem that had previously
taken place. However, there was
little if any questioning of
Dunstone’s integrity, and indeed
Students for Students Education
Vice President candidate Joe
Aylward was party to the ap-
pointment. Aylward was also
named as Assistant Returning
Officer upon his election to Un-
ion Board.

current Union Activities Com-
mittee with a Union Activities
Policy Committee and A
UniBar Entertainment Commit-
tee. The current Union Activi-
ties Committee is elected by stu-
dents in the annual elections,
whereas the voting members of
the Union Activities Policy
Committee would comprise
three elected from Union Board
and two from the UniBar En-
tertainment Committee. The
UniBar Entertainment Commit-
tee of S voting members would
be directly elected by students.
Centenary

One part of the Union’s 1996
budget which may cause con-
troversy in the provision of
$30,000 for centenary celebra-
tions. Yes, that’s right. The Un-
ion is 100 years old next year,
and it’s celebrating. In defence
of the Centenary project, Un-
ion President Anthony

With Dunstone installed at the
helm, the count recommenced
from where it had ceased on Sun-
day. According to Dunstone, sev-
eral fairly serious errors had been
made in the counting of SAUA
Council. He and his assistants
were unable to remedy this prob-
lem, and so started the counting
of votes for these positions anew.
The count has now been finished
(the results are printed in full on
page 3). It was decided not to
count the office bearer position
votes again, as the margins were
so large as to render any foresee-
able discrepancy insignificant.
The Election Tribunal meets on
September 12 to consider,
amongst other things, whether to
pay Moxham for the work that
he did prior to his resignation.
With any luck, they will also ap-
prove the election results.

Tim Gow

e Union

Roediger said:

“The centenary will be used as
a really effective marketing tool
for the Union; both to promote
the Union to its members and
the University Community, as
well as the wider community.
Things which in other years
might be budgeted in our mar-
keting budget or our conven-
tions budget or our facilities
budget, will next year fall un-
der the label of “centenary”.
The $30,000 is money that is
being used to engage a consult-
ant, and one of the things that
is part of that person’s job is to
attract something in the realm
of $100,000 in sponsorship.”

It remains to be seen how
many students will feel like cel-
ebrating 100 years of the Un-
ion when some of its key serv-
ices are facing the axe.

David Mills
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Correction:

The photo of Monica Carroll
in the vox pop last week was
taken by Dennis Patrick.

Notice

All users of the Women's Room
are invited to comment on the use
of the changing room in the Wom-
en's Room for massages one day
a week. They would be charged
for. Written submissions can be
made to the Union President or
the SAUA Women's Officer by

Monday, September 26.
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These are the full election results for those positions counted
by Nick Dunstone. Unfortunately most of the full results
for the major office bearer positions are unavailable given
that former Returning Officer David Moxham has left the
state. Hmmm. Suffice it to say that the election tribunal
will be meeting to approve all provisional results, including

those given last week and those listed below.

Environment Officer/s
Brown and Nairn 1322
Shepherd 223

Roussy and Lehane 471
No Candidate 232

Orientation
Panczak 1129
Wolfmeyer 494
Smith 196

No Candidate 285

On Dit

Scruby Rawes Yacoub 1184
Hepburn Lelie Nelson 347
Campbell Goodwin Duffy 457
No Candidate 255

SAUA Council

in order of election

L. Warwick Teague

2. Teng Hwang Tan

3. Sophie van der Linden
4. Anita Butler

5. Kym Taylor

6. Sally Burchard

7. Libby King

8. Paul Sykes

first preferences received
Paul Slattery 74

Sally Burchard 154
Libby King 88

Warwick Teague 254
Paul Sykes 95

Nick Matthews 36
Sophie Swart 114

Anita Butler 163
Natalie Ward 69

Tonia Neilsen 42
Anthea Dare 30

Sophie van der Linden 213
Teng Hwang Tan 238
Ana Jarmain 53

Jill Thorpe 76

Anthony Kilkert 15
Ritchie Follands 45
Kym Taylor 151

Council Vacant 127

ESC

in order of election
1. Chien-Li Liew

2. Gareth Higginson
3. Ana Jarmain

4. Sally Burchard

5. Tonia Neilsen

6. Kym Taylor

first prefereneces recived
Ramon Pathi 116
Chien-Li Liew 233
Tonia Neilsen 150
Gareth Higginson 223
Kevin Fergusson 92
Kym Taylor 146
Paul Sykes 77

Libby King 83

Erich Heinzle 73
Sally Burchard 157
Ana Jarmain 182
Natalie Ward 69
Matthew Toohey 59
No Candidate 179

NUS delegates

in order of election

1. Anthony Roediger
2. Haroon Hassan

3. Rebecca Shinnick

4. Michael Wait

5. Michelle Giglio
first preferences received
Michelle Giglio 242
Emma Mole 85

Libby King 150
Haroon Hassan 343
Peter Shepherd 38
Rebecca Shinnick 255
Michael Wait 289
Simon Biringham 61
Anthony Roediger 396

Shearn Leong

Activities Vice President
Khong Chin Kang
Secretary

Michelle Chan
Treasurer

Sharon Yee

Women’s Officer
Katherine Lau
Publications Officers

Last Saturday, the Overseas Students” Association held their Annu‘al
General Mceting. The meeting ran all day, and resolved a numbcr. of is-
sues including a series of constitutional amendments and the electrqn of
office bearers and councillors. The constitutional changes were relatively
minor, dealing with the maximum number of consecutive terms th_at an
office bearer may remain in office, the quorum for the meetings of vari-
ous councils and other matters. All these changes were accepted.

The elections were more eventful. There was a large turn out for the
meeting, and there was also a healthy number of candidates running,
with most office bearer positions being contested by more than one can-
didate. Each candidate was required to give a short speech, and was then
subjected to a couple of minutes of questions from the floor. .

The Presidential race was between John Jiew and Chi Kang Gooi. Jiew’s
campaign platform was to attempt to open up the OSA ancl' try to ma.l(e
its infrastructure more accessible to its members, whilst Gooi paid special
attention to issues such as the need for ablution facilities in the Muslim
prayer room. Upon completion of the ballot, Gooi was declared the win-
ner. Other successful office bearer candidates are listed below.
Education/Welfare Vice President

Loh Huai Peng and Michael Lim

September
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Joe Aylward 145
Neo Candidate 217

Union Activities

in order of election
1. Tonia Neilsen

2. Marian Clarkin

3. Carl Panczak

4. Nadia Brown

3. Ritchie Hollands

first preferences received
Tonia Neilsen 313
Anthony Kikkert 141
Carl Panczak 231
Ritchie Hollands 170
Andrew Wolfmeyer 108
Paul Slattery 91

Marian Clarkin 258
Nadia Brown 177

Union Board

in order of election
1. Tim Kleinig

2. Ana Jarmain

3. Rob Koh

4. Charles Comley
5. Nick Matthews
6. Haroon Hassan
7. Julia Davey

8. Renuka Visvanathan
9. Suze McCourt
10. Michael Wait
11. Colleen Grady
12. Michael Greig
13. Paul Dalby

14. Joe Aylward
15. Marian Clarkin
16. Michelle Giglio
17. Sabina Nowak
18. David Roussy

 news

first preferences received
Alex Smith.31

Ana Jarmain 200
Charles Comley 113
Paul Dalby 63
Colleen Grady 46
Paul Murray 39
Renuka Visvanathan 58
Suze McCourt 76
Jessica Boland 48
Michael Greig 93
Jennifer Young 8
Mike Wait 87

Tim Kleinig 204
Marian Clarkin 68
Simon Hall 42

Emma Mole 21

Rob Koh 188

David Roussy 66
Peter Shepherd 25
Simon Birmingham 19
Anthony Jucha 56
Nick Matthews 131
Leslie Wilson 46

Joe Aylward 74
Joshua Kennedy White 64
Natalie Ward 18
Stephen Kern 37

Tim Gow 32 (doh!!)
Ramon Pathi 25

Julia Davey 107

Fiona Reed 81
Haroon Hassan 101
Michelle Giglio 62
Paul Sykes 68

Simon Smith 12

Ron Scothern 37

Kym Taylor 45

Sabina Nowak 76

All women are invited to submit articles, personal
accounts, fiction, poetry, drawings, photography,
cartoons, artwork, anything else to Elle Dit, the
women's edition of On Dit.

Contributions boxes are in the women's room, the On Dit office, the
SAUA and many other places around campus.Deadline is October 12.




Leif Larsen, SAUA Project/Research Officer
looks at what the Resource Allocation
options will actually mean for students

Hopefully some of you will have read
my article of a fortnight ago outlining
the funding options proposed in the
federal government’s Resource Alloca-
tion in Higher Education report.

There has been a great deal of debate
regarding the options raised in this re-
port since its release, but little of it has
focused in any detail on exactly how
the average student will be affected
should any of the proposals be imple-
mented.

Although the options presented
should be of concern to all higher edu-
cation stakeholders, I've divided them
into two broad categories: those that
affect institutions, or higher education
generally, and those that affect students
more directly. However, as will become
apparent, all the options presented in
the report will have a significant im-
pact upon both current and potential
students. Below is a brief outline of the
proposals, and a commentary of how
they might affect you.

UNIVERSITIES

Redistribution of places
between states

o [thas been proposed that additional
places in areas of high population
growth, namely Queensland, be
funded by taking places away from
states such as Victoria and South
Australia, where the population is
not growing significantly.

This could have a serious impact on
South Australia, with a possible 6,000
additional tertiary places disappearing
over the next three years. Not only does
South Australia have the highest reten-
tion rate to Year 12 of all Australian
states, but it also has higher unmet de-
mand than the national average.

This means that large numbers of stu-
dents are staying at school to complete
Year 12, and subsequently attempting
to enter higher education. If the above
proposal is implemented, these students
will be competing for, relatively, far
fewer places. This must also have a sig-
nificant impact upon an already flag-
ging local economy, and will mean that
more and more South Australians will
be unemployed at the end of Year 12
without access to the greatest oppor-
tunity to increase their chances of work
- a tertiary degree.

Cuts to per-student funding
A number of options have been sug-

gested in the report which effectively
add up to institutions enrolling more
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students without any increase in the
level of Commonwealth funding. There
are two proposals here which I feel
would have the greatest impact upon
students.

o an ‘efficiency’ levy or funding
‘clawback’ whereby institutions sur-
render a proportion of their oper-
ating grants to a national pool to
fund growth, but enrol the same
amount of students as they previ-
ously would have.

Any student who has been forced to
endure an overcrowded lecture theatre,
fortnightly tutorials, out of date equip-
ment, lack of library books, lack of ad-
equate computer access (I think you get
the picture) will appreciate that any fur-
ther cuts to funding are simply unac-
ceptable. Such a proposal would seri-
ously endanger the already shaky qual-
ity of the education that we receive.

o shifting Commonwealth funding
away from subsidising postgradu-
ate courses, especially coursework
higher degrees, to fund undergradu-
ate growth. This would entail that
many more postgraduate courses
would be full, upfront fee-paying
courses than is presently the case.

This option is grossly inequitable, and
would have the effect of deterring large
numbers of people from undertaking
postgraduate degrees. It would affect
coursework degrees, and particularly
‘add-on’ vocational qualifications such
as postgraduate diplomas. This will ef-
fectively discourage people from up-
grading their qualifications and im-
proving their chances of employment.

Student mobility

The Minister, Simon Crean, has sug-
gested that one way to solve the prob-
lem of unequal demand throughout the
country is to encourage student mobil-
ity across state borders. Surprisingly,
this has not gained a great deal of at-
tention in the report, although it is
mentioned. It is probably the least of-
fensive of the options raised, although
it cannot be seriously considered until
real attempts are made to provide ad-
equate student income support and rent
assistance to students.

STUDENTS

Upfront fees for Australian
students

This barrow has been pushed by the

Australian Vice-Chancellor’s Commit-
tee for years as a way to fund growth
in the system. While the proposal is not
spelled out in detail, the idea is that:

o Students who ‘qualify’, but do not
gain entry to a tertiary place
through the normal admissions
process, will be able to buy a place
above the normal quota. It would
be up to institutions to name their
price depending upon what the
market could bear.

The equity concerns with this pro-
posal are very serious indeed. Were
such a plan to be introduced it would
undoubtedly affect the number of Com-
monwealth funded places offered in the
future as more places become full fee-
paying. If a student were to miss the
initial cull of university hopefuls, entry
would be a based on the ability to pay
rather than the ability to succeed.

$1000 Upfront ‘administrative’
charge

o [nstitutions would be able to charge
an upfront ‘administrative’ fee of up
to $1000 (initially), some of which
would be kept by the institutions,
but with the majority going back to
the Commonwealth to fund growth.

One of the principal justifications for
replacing the upfront Higher Education
Administrative Charge with HECS was
that, because of the deferred payment
option, HECS would not act as a de-
terrent at the entry point to higher edu-
cation as the HEAC did. Why is it that
a $250 upfront is an affront to equity
(when you’re using it to push HECS)
but $1000 upfront is not?

How many students are going to be
able to find an additional $1000 next
year? Firstly, this will come on top of
your union fee, textbooks and all those
other initial costs of a ‘free’ education.
Secondly, for those who need to take
out a loan to pay, just tack it on to your
HECS debt and outstanding Austudy
loan - you won’t even notice it’s there!

Different HECS for different
courses

Again, no firm plan has been outlined,
but the suggestion is that the level of
HECS paid would be based upon some
combination of (a) the cost of running
the course, and (b) the income earning
potential of a graduate of that field.

While it is recognised that HECS is
not a significant deterrent to entering
higher education, this would certainly

be different were HECS levels differ-
entiated based on the costs of adminis-
tering the course. If Tam a student from
Elizabeth whose parents earn $25,000
a year, HECS may not deter me. How-
ever, if I am faced with the choice of
Arts at $3,000 per year, or Medicine at
anywhere up to $30,000, you can bet
that my choice of course will be seri-
ously affected.

Income earning potential is also mis-
leading. If a law student’s HECS debt
is based upon the ability to earn
$50,000 per year (or more), but she
enters the public service and earns only
$26,000, she could end up repaying
twice as much as an Arts graduate with
exactly the same income.

HECS penalties for those who
take longer to study

This is one of the many proposals that
was raised by the ALP last year and was
finally rejected by the Senate earlier this
year. The idea is that students who take
(one semester? one year?) longer than
‘normal’ to complete their course will
be slugged a higher rate of HECS, prob-
ably 1.5% of the usual rate, for any
extra time they spend studying,.

This will of course have a significant
impact on those students who are al-
ready struggling to remain in the higher
education system - those with financial
difficulties, those already suffering debt
stress {slug ‘em again!), and those who
have outside pressures, such as family
responsibilities, which impinge upon
study time.

CONCLUSION

I hope this punters’ guide has been of
some use. The report is about shifting
responsibility from the federal govern-
ment, mostly on to students, and forc-
ing institutions to churn out more
graduates at a lower cost irrespective
of the quality of education provided.
As Flinders University Registrar Vin
Massaro has commented, the report
gives us a choice between “pillaging the
universities or pillaging students, the
latter suffering whichever way the axe
falls”.

Are you happy to pay even more, both
upfront and later, for a deteriorating
quality of education? If not, attend the
rally, sign a letter or two, and let the
federal government know that the right
of students to an accessible and qual-
ity education needs to be taken seri-
ously.

On Dit



Tell the federal government.
Aitend the rally and sign the form letters.

SDAY 15TH S
Meet Barr Smith Lawns, wal

PT , 1P
k to Parliament House.

Authorised by Rebecca Shinnick
President, Students’ Association

September 12




saua
Anita Butler
Environment Officer

Congratulations !

Susie Brown and Tiana Nairn are our two
new Environment Officers who take over
from me on the first day of the holidays.
They have lots of great ideas and I’m sure
they’ll do a fantastic job. I hope youw’lt all
support them in their endeavours to edu-
cate us all about the environment and make
the University a more environmentally re-
sponsible place. I wish them both the best
of luck.

Bike ‘n’ Breakfast

Last year’s Environment Officers kindly
welcomed me into the job at a change-over
bike ‘n’ breakfast last year, and I'd like to
do the same for Susie and Tiana, So please
come along, meet them and indulge in
croissants, orange juice and coffee, on the
first Wednesday after the holidays, Wednes-
day 5th October, 8.45am onwards. Same
deal as usual —- ride your bike, catch the
bus or walk and you’ll get breakfast free,
otherwise you pay $2. And just in case
anyone is still unclear about the reason for
these breakfasts, the idea is to encourage
the use of alternative transport and reduce
the pollution that results from our use of
cars. Please come along!

Poster Policy

As promised, I am undertaking a review
of the SAUA election regulations concern-
ing the use of paper during elections. For
those who don’t know the background to
this, the elections regulations were changed
this year in an attempt to reduce the
amount of paper wastage during the elec-
tion period. The result was that there were
less posters around as candidates were al-
located individual spaces for their posters.
What I would like now is some feedback
from students who observed the elections
from the outside, as to how effective the
regulations were and how they could be
improved, both on environmental and eq-
uity grounds. If you would like to make a
comment, either come and see me in the
SAUA this week, give me a ring on 303
5406, or jot down your comments and
drop them in anytime, Thanks.

Changes to the Environment Officer Posi-
tion

The referendum that was held during elec-
tion week to alter the Environment Officer
position appears to have been successful.
If this is in fact the case the Environment
Officer position will be a single position
and an environment standing committee
will be created as of the 1995 elections.
This is great news for environmental issues
as they will now have equal standing within
the SAUA as education, women and ac-
tivities. Thank you to everyone who sup-
ported the environment by supporting the
referendum,

Thank you’

This is the last time you'll hear from me
in this column. Thanks to everyone who
has supported me and environmental con-
cerns throughout the year. To all of you
who have participated in bike *n breakfasts,
bike day, Environment Week, tree plant-
ing, Torrens Clean-up etc, or attended films
and forums, [ hope you got as much out of
itall as I did and I hope you continue to be
involved. To those of you who haven’t been
along to anything yet, start with the bike
‘n’ breakfast next term, and look forward
to lots of opportunities to support the en-
vironment in the year to come. Keep your
eyes and ears open for information about
the University Environment Policy. The
working party has been officially set up, a
Research Officer to coordinate the project
is soon to be appointed, and the SAUA is
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set to ensure that the development process
involves as much consultation as possible,
so that this university becomes as environ-
mentally responsible as it can. So, good
bye, thanks for everything and please con-
tinue to support the environment, It’s
where we live, what we breathe and the
home of thousands of different species.
We’ve mucked up what wasn’t our to med-
dle with and we have a responsibility to
make amends. Let’s do it!

Jo England
Women's Officer

NUS Women’s Policy Writing Conference

As you read this I will have just returned
from this year's NUS Women’s Policy Writ-
ing Conference. The conference is aimed
at equipping women with the necessary
skills to write clear and articulate policy
for the Union. If you're really lucky you
will also learn how to facilitate or conduct
a workshop.

In all seriousness, the conference is im-
portant and a valuable experience for those
women wha are able to attend.

The topics covered are broad and far
reaching, ranging from staff-student sexual
relations to media representation of
women.

If anyone is interested in seeing the cur-
rent NUS policy on women, | have a copy
of it and would be more than willing to
allow any one who may be interested to
peruse this scintillating document,
Coalition for a Women’s Right to Choose

A display produced by the coalition is
currently on display in Speakers' Corner.
The display contains a component on stu-
dent women and was in fact compiled by
members of Adelaide Uni’s Pro-Choice
club. T would encourage everyone to go
along and see this display which highlights
a basic woman's right.

Security

1 would also like to clear up apparent
confusion over the supposed privatisation
of university security. The university rein-
stated its commitment to university pro-
vided security late last year in its decision
to maintain the staffing levels of the serv-
ice. For those of you who may have been
in doubt, there is absolutely no threat to
the security service provided by the uni-
versity.

The Honourable Justice Elizabeth Evatt
AO will be speaking at a seminar entitled
“Using Your Citizenship Rights”. The
seminar will be held at 10am on Friday the
23rd of September on Napier 102,

Child care

The working party evaluating the running
of the management committee of TICCC
will present their evaluation on the 16th
of September.

NUSSA Women’s Conference

The South Australian women’s commit-
tee have been busy compiling a list of bril-
liant women to speak at their conference,
“The Getting of Wisdom : the political
skills of the next generation”(And no, it
isn’t a Star Trek convention).

The conference will be held on Wednes-
day the 12th of October at Adelaide Uni.

Confirmed speakers are Susan Ryan,
Eleanor Ramsey, Anne Levy and Deborah
McCullough with many more to come.

The conference is being held as an alter-
native to the Women, Power and Politics
Conference, which at $100 for concession
registration is quite simply out of the price
range of most women.

If you are interested in attending this con-
ference please drop by the SAUA or con-
tact me on 303 5406.

Well, I guess this is it. I'd like to say thanks

to all of those who have helped me (and
my sanity) along the way. You know who
you are. Congratulations to my successor!
May she find the role as challenging and
rewarding as 1 have, Good luck to all of
those who were successfully elected and
now all that remains is to enjoy the hols!

Matt Deaner
A/CVP

Well all good things come to an end - as
has my term as Activities Campaigns Vice-
President of the Students’ Association. The
year has been both challenging and reward-
ing but most of all enjoyable - and for that
I’d like to pay tribute to the many abilities
and achievements of my fellow office-bear-
ers, of councillors and of standing com-
mittee members. Most of all, I extend the
sincerest of thanks to the staff in the Stu-
dents’ Association who are both patient
and tireless workers who quite unreserv-
edly have students' interests foremost at
heart.

Hopefully the following achievements
made by the Activities Committee mem-
bers and myself have gone some way to
making the University Environmenta more
active and informed place to study.

The Return of Prosh

Not for quite a number of years have the
University and Adelaide communities been
privy to the antics and fun that is Prosh. In
raising money for Adelaide Central Mis-
sion’s Streetlink program we returned to
University culture the Prosh Parade, the
kidnapping of prominent members of Ad-
elaide society, fun and safe lecture stunts
and many (harmless) pranks. In particular
I would hope that the spirit achieved in this
year’s Prosh is duplicated in the future and
that all activities conducted are done so
with a degree of responsibility and re-
straint.

The launch of Re’O - (ReOrientation)

The idea has been there for a number of
years but never really come into fruition.
This year thanks to the tireless assistance
of many - but especially Suzanne Mc. and
David R. Students were greeted at the be-
ginning of 2nd semester by Clubs, Socie-
ties, BBQ’s, Beer and a jumping castle -
funded by the generous sponsorship pro-
vided by West End.

Regular Lunch-time Entertainment

With the assistance of Union Activities
and the Union Entertainment Officer
(Gary) we were able to provide regular
bands on the lawns to lighten up the lunch
break. We also ran a number of lunch time
debates under the guise of SAUA World
Series Debating.

Orientation

The credit here must lie with Mel Wheeler
and her Directors - but this certainly got
the year off on the right foot and through
the tremendous success of the O’Ball and
Orientation sponsorship we were provided
with much needed funding to help run
other Students’ Association Activities.
¢ The 4th Term 1993 Education Rally
against 2nd Degree HECS
® The Lost Property Sale / End of Year BBQ
- raising much needed money for the Rose-
worthy Child Care
» CASM BBQ
e M’Week - activities and food!

e SAUA promotion

I extend every best wish to Jessica Boland,
Carl Panczak and the members of the new
Activities Standing Committee as they take
over the reigns of activities in your asso-
ciation. Give them your support and get
involved. Although its a lot of work, the
rewards are definitely there - so seek them
out!

Suze McCpourt
EVP

Well, this being my last report as an Of-
fice Bearer of the SAUA, 1 guess it is time
to reflect and ponder. I have thoroughly
enjoyed my time in the SAUA, despite the
down side of being constantly in the pub-
lic eye. Working with other Office Bearers
who have been committed, enthusiastic and
hard working right throughout the year,
has made it casier to get things done and
make real change for students.

Issues tackled this year were both long
term and short term. A number of issues
such as stopping the university charge for
its student guide or for the Roseworthy-
Gawler shuttle bus, or dealing with indi-
vidual stndents academic problems were
to rectify problems that had been created
within the University. Other, more long
term but crucial issues have been:

» convincing the government of the ben-
efits of student organisations and Higher
Education that is accessible to all people.
e putting forward a submission for a stu-
dent run housing group for students.

¢ promoting the Student services offered
by the university, Union and SAUA.

® promoting the use of non-gender specific
language and attitudes in classes.

° organising Department and Faculty elec-
tions for student representatives, and en-
couraging a communication and informa-
tion flow between the reps and the SAUA.
© keeping tabs on the Arts faculty review
to ensure students are not forgotten with
$0 many competing Interests.

a directing Quality Audit funds to the en-
hancement of teaching and learning and
student initiatives.

o changing the Counter Calendar to im-
prove its quality and relevance to students.
e encouraging closer links between student
groups from all campuses.

o fighting against fees for post-graduates
(unfortunately introduced for some courses
this year) and for under-graduartes (pro-
posed).

In addition to these and many other is-
sues | have been involved in working on
this year, 1 also ran Re-Orientation with
Matt, the ACVP, which was a lot bigger
than previous years, and proved to be re-
ally successful. It had much more of a edu-
cational focus than in past years, which was
worthwhile, as many students miss a lot
of the information that is available in O-
Week. Committee work within the Univer-
sity has also taken up a lot of time, but is
of course crucial to ensure students are rep-
resented at all levels of decision making.

This is an extremely brief overview of the
year that was. If you would like to speak
in more detail about the things I have done
this year, please feel free to come and speak
to me. Lastly, good luck to the new office
bearers, and to Bec who will be staying for
the rest of the year. Happy Birthday Bec!
Thanks to O# Dit this year, you’ve been
great! (suck!!)
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Women for women

Dear Marica Illich,

You referred in your letter in last
week’s On Dit to “various segments
of the women’s movement” and the
“immaturity that permeates” these
“various segments.” We find it sad
that you do not appreciate the views
of substantial numbers of women
(read armies) who passionately believe
that women’s knowledge, power,
beauty, ideas and cunts should be

_shared with other women. It is women
like this, some of whom have been
separatists (in some or all aspects of
their lives), that have been at the fore-
front of women’s liberation.

These women are not interested in
working with men when their aim is
to liberate women. And yes, they do
stand in direct contrast to those
women who aspire to working within
systems where “an understanding of
males and an ability to get along well
with them could only be useful” as you
so nicely and ‘correctly’ put it in your
letter.

You stated that “immaturity” around
this issue “serves only to create and
exacerbate the divisions which will
occur naturally (?2!) in any movement
which contains individuals from di-
verse backgrounds.” Grow up! We
reject any accusal of having created
such divisions. It is true, however, that
we reflect them in the same way that
any woman who thinks for herself
reflects different opinions. For too
long, it has been typical of the more
radical voices to be constructed as
trouble makers. Shit-stirrers are
treated like “bad girls” in every move-
ment.

But it is our belief that, regardless of
divisions, the position of Women’s Of-
ficer exists for all women at this Uni-
versity, and therein lies the challenge
for every woman who undertakes this
job. We believe that this challenge is a
completely achievable one and this has
been proven many times over by
women who have occupied the posi-
tion. It is not part of the Women’s
Officer’s job to sit in the office each
day for four hours, quivering away at
the fear of buying into the divisions
within the Women’s Community and
the worrying about the men that she
might offend along the way.

Viva la Women’s Officer! This posi-
tion is powerful and dynamic. But if
we, as women, fail to articulate criti-
cisms and feedback about what we
want from the position, then Wom-
en’s Officer will dissolve into a mean-
ingless position which is more respon-
sive to the machinations of student
politics than it is to women. The posi-
tion of Women’s Officer is a radical
and shit-stirring one, and if we do not
start voting in some shit-stirrers, then
we are going to find ourselves with
an Equity Officer instead of a Wom-
en’s Officer. That would be fucking
sad.., '

You stated in your letter, Marica, that
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you had always found Jo to be “as ac-
cessible as her part time
postion...allows.” But sitting back and
being accessible is only one part of the
Women’s Officer’s job and there are
many women who are asking what
else Jo England is actually doing, given
that most weeks she does not seem to
be doing enough work even to war-
rant a column in On Dit. When a
Women's Officer receives her main
body of criticism from other women,
it becomes quite clear that she is fail-
ing in her supposed promise to work
for all women.

The position of Women’s Officer is
not for men, it is for women. So when
nothing is being done for women at
this University, one naturally begs the
question of who actually is our Wom-
en’s Officer representing.

The mind boggles.

From the bottom of our hearts,
Amy Barrett & Katrina Picozzi

Smash that
patriarchy

Dear Marica,

My letter in On Dit (vol 62, no 17,
22/8) was a comment on election rheto-
ric and how student pollies rarely fulfil
their election promises. In this letter I
gave the example of Jo England, the
Women'’s Officer, as one such politician.

Obviously this brought with it personal
opinions on her effectiveness and dedi-
cation to the position this year. My let-
ter was in no way intended to be a the-
sis on how to smash the patriarchy.

The Women’s Officer’s role is of para-
mount importance. I see the role of
Women’s Officer as reacting to overtly
sexist proposals and structures within
the Students' Assocjation, and address-
ing where applicable complaints from
female students in the university at large.
I also see the Women’s Officer’s role as
being organising pro-active campaigns
to address structural sexism in society,
for example women’s health, sexual as-
sault and lesbophobia, etc. Further, I
think it is very important that the Wom-
en’s Officer provides services for and
take advice from active feminists and
feminist groups on campus, as these are
the people who have the most informed
and pertinent ideas and experience to
help maximise the potential of this po-
sition. To actively alienate these women
and to provide no services for them is
in my mind, not fulfilling the Women’s
Officer role effectively.

This year’s Women’s Officer has re-
ceived- a substantially greater yearly
wage than any of her predecessors. De-
spite this her campaigns have been fewer
and of poorer quality.

Specifically regarding your letter,
Marica, I believe that it is always rel-
evant to provide feedback on student
politicians. Generally, we must remem-
ber that students are paying for; if you
think this is a boy’s game then perhaps
your energy would be better used con-
centrating on the re-structuring of the

Students' Association and Union.
Finally, I question the “let’s stick to-
gether” approach that you use in your
letter given that its focus was to deni-
grate me and my opinions.
Regards,
Julia Davey
Maths Science/Law
P.S: My input will be coming round the
mountain when it comes, Jo.

Kids wanna rock

Dear Julian Bull,
What?
From one confused indie rocker.

Cress of the
d'Urbervilles

Dear Dean Martinello,

Thank you so much for airing a feel-
ing which pervades Adelaide Univer-
sity.

Now I'm not sure whether it was I,
looking like a cross between Dame
Edna and Hitler who accosted you,
(and let me pause here to mention
what a zany and obviously well-
thought out or possiblly even
workshopped description that is. You
did not by chance get a government
grant to develop that did you?) but
Dean, mate, {can I call you mate?) I
hope to hell it was.

Lord knows I had several similar ex-
changes with people like you, so don’t
for a moment think you surprised me
when you or whoever said “What the
hell does a Women’s Officer do any-
way?” If you are the guy I am think-
ing of, my answer was not “Oh you
know, stuff” as you claimed but,
“Heaps of cool stuff” which I admit
on reflection, was not exactly hard
hitting,.

““Stuff”, what the fuck does that
mean?’ you ask, in last week’s O» Dit.
Well if you like, Dean, (mate), I can
sit you down for a couple of hours and
explain to you the services that the
Women’s Officer provides, the events
that she has organised for women in
the last year, I may even wax lyrical
about the role of women in a still
male-dominated world, and if there’s
still time before nice boys like you
have to go to bed, quote some figures
about violence against women etc etc.

That is, I would do this if I could be
bothered, but I can’t as I know you
don’t care anyway. You confirmed this
in your letter, but you know what
Dean, mate? ...J think I sensed it even
last Thurday.

I’d like to say for the record that [
do not care that I did not convince you
to vote. I did not for one moment act
like you were my best mate, nor do I
anticipate doing so in the near future.
I merely offered you a reminder about
your democratic rights. Woah -1 know
it’s pretty uncool to use hard-core, hys-
terical lefty terms like those.

Also Dean, it will probably interest
you not at all to know that I was not
running in the election, and had noth-
ing to gain from it. I was simply sup-
porting a candidate who [ thought was
worthwhile, because well Dean, I
guess I care just that little bit more
than you.

You are so profound because you can
be cynical about the political process.

I wish you were my Dad so | would
have your genes.

In conclusion, thanks once again for
your thoughts, Dean, from a person
who was not brainless or dim witted
enough to waste time in election week
trying to convince someone as obvi-
ously cool as you. '

Cressida Wall

Student elections...
get over it

Dear Editors,

The student body has lived through
another election week. [ found these
elections to be much better in previous
years and I congratulate the candidates
who won. However, I have one objec-
tion to the elections and that is the CVs
which candidates submit in the broad-
sheet. For example, Marian Clarkin
used her position as Law Students’
Soceity Sponsorship Co-Ordinator as a
platform for her experience. 1 find this
offensive because while it is true she
holds this position, Marian has done
nothing to justify writing this position
on her CV. She used this in a misleading
manner to gain votes. CV’s of candidates
should reflect the truth, not just half of
it.  am glad that students who voted in
the elections didn’t believe everything
they read.

Yours sincerely,
Someone who didn’t vote
Students for Students

Ayrton

Dear Hamish Freeman,

Don’t take this as a criticism of your trib-
ute for Ayrton Senna - it’s not meant to
be, but it’s just some additional points you
forgot.

Senna won 41 races, occupied pole posi-
tion 65 times, set 19 pole positions, and
won three world championships from 161
starts. In comparison, Alain Prost won 51,
set 33 pole positions, 41 fastest laps, and
four world championships from 199
starts. What’s the point of arguing who’s
the best, especially now that it is sadly ir-
relevant? Nothing can be proved. Who
was better: Ayrton Senna, Alain Prost, Jim
Clark, Juan Manual Fangio, or Tazio
Nuvolari? We’ll never know. It doesn’t
matter. Accept that Senna AND Prost were
both brilliant drivers, it’s just that one re-
tired before it was too late,

You mention correctly Mansell’s attack
on Senna in 1987, but what about Senna’s
punching of Irvine in Japan last year,
Schumacher and Alesi earlier in the sea-
son, and marshals at various tracks, just
to metion some of the incidents? Enough
said. Whilst we’re talking about Senna’s
actions, you failed to mention the 1990
Japanese Grand Prix, where he removed
Prost at the first corner. Having solely
blamed Prost for the accident at the time,
a year later, having the title in Japan, he
said the following, “All right, if tomor-
row (referring to the previous year’s race)
Prost beats me off the line, at the first cor-
ner I will go for it, and he’d better not
turn-in because he is not going to make it.
I didn’t care if we crashed. It had to hap-
pen. It was unavoidable.” Unavoidable?
Not really. His car’s telemetry showed he
never lifted or braked for the corner, which
he would have had to have done, if he was
going to make it around. “I'm telling you
the fucking truth, the 100% truth,” he said
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in 1991. So what did he say in 1990? Also,
he was totally against driver aids, until he
got a Williams to drive, by which point
they had been banned. Somewhat hypo-
critical, admittedly, but more pure ration-
alism. Why get rid of something when you
have the best there is? One thing Senna
wasn’t was stupid.

Ayrton Senna said just before he died that
he’d prefer to be killed than crippled if he
were to have a huge crash. Sadly, he got
his wish. Also, before his final race, he and
Alain had made up. Uncanny, but it’s just
sad it even had to happen.

I’m not slagging Senna off, I'm merely
stating some points, which I consider im-
portant, that you missed. Hell, I really miss
the guy, too, and 1 wasn’t even a fan of
his. I haven’t mentioned anything about
his better side, I realise, but we all know
about that. This is the first time ['ve even
managed to write about it since Imola.
Although I never liked him, I had great
respect for his talent. I wish he were still
here, too.

Ayrton Senna: 21/3/1960 - 1/5/1994
R.LP.

Anthony Long
Arts

A long letter from
the Hilarian editors

Dear Con O’Neill

As the editors of Hilarian, the Law Stu-
dents’ Society (LSS) quarterly, we would
like to respond to the concerns you ex-
pressed in relation to the magazine in your
letter of last week. We find it strange that
we have to do this in the On Dit letters
pages in view of the fact that there is pro-
vision in Hilarian, as the most recent edi-
tion (which came out Tuesday 30 August},
for a similar forum for law students to
express their opinions and concerns. In-
deed, an article of yours “dominated” that
first forum and we would have thought
that that would be the most obvious place
for any criticism of Hilarian. Does
Hilarian not come out often enough to
satisfy your need to dominate a letters
page? We also question the appropriate-
ness of your use of the On Dit letters page
to air concerns regarding a relatively small
group of students who are probably well
in the minority at Adelaide University. If
we needed any more proof of law student
arrogance and elitism, the distressing regu-
larity of law student contributions in the
On Dit letters pages this year would be
sufficient evidence. Only law students
could make the astonishing assumption
that the goings on of the Law School
would be of any interest to the rest (and
majority) of Adelaide University students.
Indeed, we would like to apologise to On
Dit readers at this stage for being yet an-
other two bloody law students to write to
On Dit in this continuing saga.

As to your suggestion that non-Law stu-
dents have a look at Hilarian, although
this is very flattering, we can’t imagine
why they would want to. Hilarian fulfils
the function of a faculty newsletter for stu-
dents. It has a very small circulation, and
very little relevance outside the Law
School community. We don’t mean this in
an elitist sense; we just don’t want to bore
non-Law students. (For those who are in-
terested, a limited number of copies of
Hilarian will be available from the On Dit
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office although we will understand, and
probably agree with you, if you choose
not to find out how Law students fill their
days.)

In your letter, you expressed the view that
our attempt to send-up a certain stereotype
of Law students was unsuccessful and ridi-
culed the concerns of many of the elitism
fostered by the LSS; and implied that
Hilarian is no more than an instrument
of LSS propaganda. On the issue of the
elitism, we would suggest that your con-
cern must be based on a very selective
reading of Hilarian. Perhaps you didn’t
read the very prominent features in the
most recent edition which dealt with is-
sues such as judicial activism, access to jus-
tice and the plague of law and lawyers to
mention a few, - hardly the concerns of
frivolous and elitist law students. And you
clearly missed the pun, “Atypical pose”,
which came before the sentence that you
quoted from our cover (is that why you
failed to quote it?), a cover which was
primarily intended to send up a stereotype
and mind-set which does exist among cer-
tain individuals in the Law School (al-
though we would suggest that this is a
declining number), and not, as you inter-
preted, a send-up of concerns regarding
elitism in the Law School, let alone a
flaunting of that elitism. That satire is
“more impressive in the hands of the op-
pressed” (my god, do you really see your-
self as oppressed?) is a dubious assertion;
it certainly is more impressive when it is
subtle - but you would know that since
you have had some experience of its writ-
ing and performance e.g. “(L)SS™.

We take your point on law student elit-
ism but we don’t think we have ridiculed
or belittled your concerns. We do think,
however, that some of the assumptions
you make about law students are inaccu-
rate. Specifically, you misrepresent law
students by making generalisations about
our aspirations based on superficial ob-
servations such as the number of black tie
functions some of us may attend. Those
of us not interested in masquerade balls
and world domination - and I think you
would find that there were many many
more of us than you obviously realise -
resent your comments to that effect.
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Regarding the second point, we would
like to make it absolutely clear that al-
though Hilarian and its editors are tech-
nically part of the LSS, we have complete
and unfettered editorial control. We are
independent of the LSS insofar as 75% of
our funding has been raised by ourselves.
Coverage of LSS activities comprises
roughly 25% of the content of Hilarian,
does not appear until the middle of the
magazine, and serves a news function in
much the same way as the reports of SAUA
activities that appear in On Dit,

We think you have made careless and
selective use of Hilarian to further your
own dubious arguments and we suggest
that you read more of Hilarian than just
the few social pages in the middle. That’s
certainly not all that we’re about.

Yours sincerely,
Wai-Quen Chan and Rachael Osman
Editors, Hilarian

More morons

Dear Gordon Knight,

For a knight to remember, follow these
simple steps for a happy year ...

February: don’t enrol in law

March: save your milk money

April: join the scouts for a car wash
and nick some money

May: buy a chocolate bar and reward
yourself, you’ve saved $16 for 1995’
Law Ball

May 25: buy a multi trip and don’t go
to the Law Ball, you’re no longer part
of the faculty!

Take out a large axe and cut off your
hands so you can stop writing stupid
letters to On Dit.

Yours in fun,
Edward and Henrietta Windsor

Liberals: we ain't
fascist bullies

Dear Editors,

It has been brought to our attention
that in the weeks leading up to last
Friday, certain material promoting a
viewing of videos of the revisionist
historian David Irving were circulat-

RED SHED THEATRE COMPANY PRESE

by Daniel Keene

stolen lives of a civi

24 September to 1 October
Previews 22 and 23 September

Monday to Saturday at 8:15

Tickets $18, $12 conc.
Previews $15, $12 conc.
Groups of 8 or more $15,

$10 concession
{Small surcharge for phone and agency bookings)

WARNING: Some scenes contain nudity
and language that may offend

ing within the University. Some of this
material purports to indicate some
connection between the Liberal Law
Students Club and the viewing of the
videos.

As the contact officer of Liberal Law
Students, and Campaign Director of
the University of Adelaide Liberal
Club, we wish to disassociate our-
selves from this event.

We were not involved in any part of
the organisation of this event, and to
our knowledge, no member of the Lib-
eral Law Students Club attended the
viewing.

As Liberal Law Students we value
freedom of expression highly, and be-
lieve it to be a core characteristic of a
free and democratic society. Nonethe-
less, we can not endorse the use of our
club name in what was apparently an
attempt by supporters of Irving to
avoid the prohibition on Irving’s en-
try into Australia.

In conclusion, we repeat that we are
not aware of any connection between
the Liberal Law Students Club and the
organisers of this event.

Yours faithfully,
Natalie Ward
Contact Officer
Liberal Law Students
Peter Sheppard
Campaign Director

Liberal Club

Letters Policy

The deadline for letters is Spm on
the Wednesday before publica-
tion. Bring your letters into the
office, post them to us or place
them in the contributions box in
the SAUA. Letters may be edited
for space requirements or slander-
ous content.

We will no longer be printing let-
ters about that fucking Law Ball.
Nor will we print letters that are
written with the sole purpose of
telling someone else to fuck off.
They're not funny.




Getting up to the sixth floor had been
incredibly easy. There were only a few
cops around when we got to the build-
ing and we just kept marching up the
front steps into the foyer. “Education
is on the sixth floor” someone yelled.
People streamed across the foyer and
up the stairs - stranded office workers

onto the floor. The lift arrived right
into the room like in a James Bond
movie or a rich apartment block en-
ticing someome to shout “daggiest lot
of public servants I've ever seen”. It
broke the tension and people grinned.
Someone from the 120-strong open
union education committee got up and

You can go down to your school with your texta in your bag,
But they'll never let you in if your Dad don't drive a Jag.

Aunty Raelene

surrounded by moving people - some-
thing to tell the spouse about tonight.
The stairs were all adrenaline - people
were moving really quickly - and then
we were in. There were maybe two
hundred of us crammed into the of-
fices. It was 1987 and the ALP had
introduced a $250 up-front tertiary
fee.

The desk had forms on it, Like the
forms you fill in and send to the gov-
ernment (funny that). “Date of Birth”
it demanded on the third question.
There were lots of forms on all the
desks. People were trying not to mess
them up too much as they sat and
stood on them wondering what would
happen next. The lift doors opened to
reveal sardined students squeezing out

opened the dicussion on what next. [
was new to this stuff and [ didn’t fol-
low it precisely. It seemed that there
were police arriving downstairs but
people wanted to occupy as long as
we could. Someone suggested that we
demand to speak to Susan “fees”
Ryan. [ mistakenly thought they meant
in person and was pretty impressed.
“Is she in town?” “How long will it
take to fly her up from Canberra?” But
they were using the office phones of
course - free STD.

The discussion was being helped
along by a megaphone - “$250 is the
thin end of the wedge” someone was
shouting. “Yeah, we fucking know,
that’s why we’re here” said someone
in the crowd. Mid-demo meetings are
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always pretty chaotic but provide the
space for everyone present to have a
say about what to do - if they’re game.
We finally left the building after a few
hours and we weren’t able to get in
there again that year. The cops blocked
it off right from the start which left us
to play cat and mouse around the city.
1987 saw a lot of action around fees
especially in Brisbane and Perth. The
campaign was isolated but still had
some impact. The ALP was concerned
enough to set up NUS in an attempt
to stifle the movement in bureaucracy
and in, get ready for it, the High Court
Challenge. Hey, why waste $100,000
campaigning when you can give it to
lawyers?

The thin end of the wedge got a little
bit thicker in 1988 with a $263 fee
being charged. Then finally in 1989
they opted for the graudate tax/HECS
option. HECS and NUS took the heat
out of the student movement but the
economic rationalists in Canberra
were never happy with HECS. It’s so
messy when up-front fees would be
simple and cheap to administer. But
introducing up-front fees would be a
little too obvious, so instead now the
Department wants to decrease fund-
ing to unis and allow them to charge
fees. This process has already gone
some distance but the latest proposal
is for a $500 to $1000 fee which the

unis could charge - only if they wanted
to, of course, totally unrelated to in-
adequate funding!

The vision splendid of the policy
makers in Canberra is clear. Bring the
pressures of the market to bear on ter-
tiary education. If people really want
it they’ll pay for it. Regrettably there
will be those who miss out but busi-
ness is business so please don’t ask for
credit because refusal often offends.
The only thing stopping them is what
they think they can get away with po-
litically. This has meant that they have
pushed in the fee wedge cautiously,
testing the resistance as they go. This
new report that has just been released.
Resource Allocation in Higher Educa-
tion, is just that - testing the resistance.
Be well aware our temperature is be-
ing taken. If we are able to mount an
effective campaign then the wedge can
be slowed, stopped and even pushed
back. If students remain passive then
up-front fees are a dead certainty.

Thursday the 15th, 1pm, there is a
rally starting on the Barr Smith Lawns
and going to Parliament House. The
future of tertiary education is on the
line, and whether you are at the rally
or not, you will be making your con-
tribution to that future. Rest assured
that DEET will read your absence as
approval.

Russel Norman

THIS WEEK AT THE ADELAIDE UNIBAR...
NATINOAL CAMPUS BAND COMP.
STATE FINAL WINNERS!

NATIONAL CAMPUS BAND COMP.
STATE FINALISTS

|

BLISS-BOMB SKANKING

80 cent beers

All Night!

Fri. 16th of September
Entry $5/$7
Doors Open 8pm
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Nevertheless, Bent TV has so far cov-

gay and lesbian community. Kemp ex-
plains one of the more bizarre assign-

Bent TV is here at last...and no, it's not for stoned people. David Mills reports
ered a diverse array of activities in the

What do bent kids want?
The same thing that everybody else

wants: a spot on the telly.
Now they have the opportunity. Bent
TV is a community access programme
on ACE TV catering for all non-hetero-
sexual people. An hour-long show every
Tuesday night at 10pm, Bent TV can be
picked up on Channel 31 on the UHF
dial. The programme is also repeated on
Saturday night at 11pm. This Tuesday’s
programme marks the third week of Bent

TV’s existence.

The format of Bent TV is simple. The
first half of the programme is devoted to
news and various interviews which are
conducted in a chatty style: thus far,
Marcia Hines, Tiddas, actor John Polson

(of The Sum of Us) and company mem-
bers of the new play Seeing Things have

all been featured. The second half of the
programme is taken by “Absolutely Ad-
elaide”, a game show that throws
Blanketty Blanks, theatre sports and

Sticky Momenis into a blender, throws
in some devices of its own and takes it

from there. If game shows are your thing,
“Absolutely Adelaide” may well tickle
your doover. Contestants must suffer the
quips and barbs of a Julian Clary-esque
presenter to be able to win some pretty
worthwhile prizes, including mystery

flights and free dinners.
So, how did Bent TV come into exist-

)
ence? I put the question to producer Ray
Mackereth, who is also the publisher for
Adelaide Gay Times:

“I suppose the idea goes back to twelve
months ago, when community TV was
experiencing its birth in Australia; I
thought “why shouldn’t gay and lesbian
people be a part of television?” We have
no coverage on television apart from the
occasional series on SBS and occasion-
ally on the ABC. It seems that gay char-
acters are just starting to develop in soap
opera. Let’s let people know that gay and
lesbian people do exist. Within the en-
tertainment industry, there’s a very high
profile amongst lesbians and gay men,
and we’re giving those people a chance
to do something totally different in a to-
tally different medium, which seems to
be one of the most powerful mediums in

involved in the project:

~ pointing."
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our society.

Andrew Kemp, sometime director/on-
air interviewer/man about the house/
technical assistant for Bent TV says that

so far there have been about 100 people  ments:
"Last night we took a team down to

Beans Bar, where they were having a knit-
off. What they're doing is knitting these
little squares in the rainbow colours every
Monday night from 9:30. They're
putting them altogether and donating
them to the Bobby Goldsmith Founda-
tion as a goodwill gesture. A lot of the
prominent community members are in-

"It's like an iceberg", he says. "In front
of the camera you have the little tip, and
behind the camera you have the 90% of

it all. It's like a hive of activity.
The initial reaction to Bent TV from the

gay and lesbian community has been
overwhelmingly supportive, as would be
expected. The Adelaide GT office was
inundated with over 100 congratulatory
phone messages shortly after the first
broadcast. Kemp explains that many gay
and lesbian people had expected Bent TV
to provide similar entertainment to ven-
ues around town, but have been very
positive about the format so far:

"It's really important to the community
for it to realise that its more diverse than
what they thought it was. It's gotten big
enough now that we don't have to all
follow each other like sheep and do the

volved in that.
Hmmm. People knitting. Sounds like
exciting television. Kemp assures me that

indeed it is:
"It actually worked kind of well. We

camped it up.
Fun is certainly the order of the day at
Bent TV, And why not? Good luck to

"Absolutely Adelaide”: scenes
from an alternative lifestyle.

Below:

them!

same thing.
Plans for the future of

Bent TV are in full swing
A regular cooking seg-
ment Is soon to be incor-
porated into the pro-
gramme. Discussions
have also centred on the
possibilities of filming
sitcoms and short films.
Kemp is keen to see a
spin-off project called
something along the lines
of Bent Films which
would be an opportunity
for local filmmakers to
get their work shown.
Kemp believes a 15
minute documentary
that Bent TV Director
Caroline Sage has done
on the impact of HIV in
Edinburgh would be the
ideal rider for the new

project.
As an access pro-

gramme for all non-het-
erosexual people, Bent
TV must cater to a wide
variety of people and
tastes, I asked Kemp if
there had been any diffi-
culty experienced so far
in balancing involve-
ment and coverage from
gay men and lesbians:
"No, It's been fine. With auditions we
had for the stars and starlets, a lot more
guys auditioned than women, but when
you look at the technical side, there's a
bigger balance of women then there are
in front of the camera. But we're finding
as we go along hidden talents in people
that even they didn't know about; like
someone who was good at technical
work would be good at interviewing or
the other way round. It tends to even it-
self out, I do notice there are more guys
than women there, which is a bit disap-

own qo they’ll bc han y‘
justin case’

The books‘you ve always
prelendcd 10 have read

GPEN 7 DAYS

Bookshop
238a Rundle Street Adelaide
Telephone (08) 223 2335
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David Mills takes a look at the myths that have been constructed about "the future".

e believe that humankind is

! on an outward spiral. Eve-
rywhere, all of the time, we are fed
information on our achievements in
every sphere, going out in every di-
rection, increasing in dizzying
exponentiality. The stars are plot-
ted and named; diseases are con-
quered; the secrets of the brain and
of the gene are discovered; another
Space Shuttle is launched;
Panasonic releases the latest in
high-tech home entertainment. It’s
all happening. The cry of the
cyberpunk - “the future is now!” -
is the order of the day.

‘And yet this is patently untrue.
- Laughably so. The reality is that
with all these promises of scientific
wonderment, some of these things
will come into our lives and affect
them and others will not. The fu-

" ture remains implacably in the do- -

main of tomorrow. Over the last

century, writers have speculated on

the scientific marvels that the fu-

“ture must - somehow;, inevitably -
bring. Some have deftly hit the .
‘mark while others have been em-
barrassingly wide of it. Jules Verne -

wrote of a submatine in 20,000

Leagues Under The Sea, H.G. Wells
wrote of a time machine in the
novel of that name. One became
fact, one remained fiction.

This kind of thing happens all the
time in science fiction, making jack-
asses out of otherwise quite highly
respected intellectuals. In the novel
and film 2001: A Space Odyssey,
Arthur C. Clarke predicted that hu-
mankind’s mastery of space would
have enabled us to travel to the far
side of Jupiter by the turn of the
century. 2001. Jupiter. That date
looms mighty large.

Predlctlonq made of the future are

there exists a certain class to whom
the information superhighway is
virtually the street on which they
live, for many people the closest
they get to “the future” is in pur-
chasing a new computerised home
appliance. In his 1970 book Future
Shock, Alvin Toffler wrote of a very
modern condition: the state of be-
ing “culture shocked” by one’s own
culture because of the alienating
effects of new technology. “Future
shock” must now surely be endemic
to our times. Now we no longer
have a society that ‘can be divided
by class purely on an economic ba-

sis: now we have the “information
rich” and the “information poor™.
The “information poor” are those
who do not have access to new
technological systems. They are
people for whom the limit of their
brush with “future™ technologies
might be in operating an Autobank,
or in using a Video Recorder. Not
forgetting, also, that there are those
people in our society without
enough to eat, let alone any con-
tact with new forms of technology.

To this “information poor”
underclass, the phrase “the future
is now” is a cruel slap in the face.
While the futurecrats speculate on
space travel, virtual reality experi-
ences and cyber-replacement of
worn-out body parts, the economic
reality is that this underclass will
go on living ordinary suburban
lives.

The much-touted “global village”
is cited by technocrats as evidence
of the fact that the future is knock-
ing at our door, here, corporeal. In
another ridiculous prediction,
Arthur C. Clarke asserted that the
global village would barely have
become real by the time it was su-
perseded by something he called
“the global family™'. This is wish-
ful thinking at its utmost. It is a su-
premely naive view that world
peace will come about as a direct
consequence of improved commu-
nications between all peoples. The
information and telecommunica-
tions systems of the future will,
likely as not, be as dominated by
corporations and nations as those
of today. In speaking of this “glo-
bal family”, Clarke seems unaware
of its underlying ideology, which is
essentially imperialist, Just because
the First World may grant the Third
World a number of telecommuni-
cations satellites, that does not
mean that everybody is going to
want to play ball. Even though we
have emerged from the greedy,
moneygrubbing  ’80s, the
corporatist mentality still figures
large in the present mythology of
the future.

Such utopian visions are a far cry.

from the horrific depictions of the
future proffered by George Orwell
and Aldous Huxley. Many breathed
a sigh of relief 10 years ago when
it became apparent that the visions
of 1984 or Brave New World
would not happen. A decade later
such possibilities for the future of

‘the world appear even further re-

moved. Orwell and Huxley wrote
in a world marked by war, espio-
nage and the rise of totalitarian
states. Would Orwell or Huxley
have envisioned the world which
saw the dismantling of the Berlin
Wall in 19892 1t is doubtful.

The achievements which the fu-
ture heralds are in a constant state
of flux. New theories and new con-

ditions throw up their own futures.
In the early ’80s, scientists and
pseudo-scientists alike speculated
wildly on the existence of the
tachyon, a sub-atomic particle sup-
posedly able to travel faster than
the speed of light. Although the
tachyon gave inspiration to a
number of science fiction writers,
such as Gregory Benford
(Timescape) and lan Watson (The
Very Slow Time Machine), the
tachyon itself remains a theory, and
an unpopular one at that.

The current pop-science subjects
which are projecting their respec-
tive futures are genetics (Michael
Crichton’s Jurassic Park) and vir-
tual reality (William Gibson’s
Neuromancer). They have almost
entirely replaced what many hold
to be the great disappointment of
the push for the future: space travel.
About 15 years ago, dreams of
space stations, colonies on Mars
and deep-space exploration
abounded, and it was felt that per-
haps some of these things would be
achievable by the end of the cen-
tury.

It is extremely unlikely that com-
mercial space travel will become
available within the next ten-fifteen
years. Why has the “space race”
slowed so dramatically? Spiralling
costs, for one reason. William Sims
Bainbridge claims that space travel
s “a technological mutation that
should not really have arrived un-
til the 21st century”? The Moon
landing occurred 25 years ahead of
time largely because of the Cold
War. The Moon has been left
largely untouched by humankind
since 1969. The Challenger expe-
rience also put back the US pro-
gramme for a fleet of Space Shut-
tles indefinitely.

A recent advertisement for Mag-
pie Theatre, State Theatre’s project
for the young and impressionable,
boldly proclaimed “the futureis an
exciting place”. I’m sure the future
is an exciting (and indeed, accessi-
ble) place for those of us who are
rich, First World and socially ad-
vantaged, what with the promise of
space flight, virtual reality, pros-
thetic limbs and mobile wristwatch
telephones. Those who are not in
that privileged position face a fu-
ture that is as drab as the present.
They will still go to work, drive
cars, socialise and watch TV.

They might, however, wear plas-
tic and lycra outfits.

Notes

1. Clarke, Arthur C. "Beyond the

Global Village". 1984: Spring. A

Choice of Futures. Glasgow:

Collins, 1985.15-24

2. Clarke, Arthur C. "Apollo Plus
n". 1984: Spring. A Choice of

Futures. Glasgow: Collins, 1985.

106-109.
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it can only be the end of the world ahead. Arthur Rimbaud, llluminations.
Monica Carroll looks at a few prophecies of doom.

Appetite for Destruction

The name that springs readily to
mind when we think of prophecy is
that of Michel de Notredame, popu-
larly known as Nostradamus, the six-
teenth century French seer.
Nostradamus’ collection of prophetic
quatrains, Centuries, has the reputa-
tion of being an outstanding work of
prognostication, a reputation pol-
ished by numerous books, articles,
prophecy commentators, and televi-
sion programmes. However, a note
of caution is required: the quatrains
are written in both obscure and broad
terms so as to encourage the impres-
sion that the predictions are indeed
hitting the mark of any number of
events. Moreover, Nostradamus’
prophecies seem to exert a deleteri-
ous influence on impressionable
minds, to the point of individuals
devoting virtually all their waking
(and probably dreaming) moments to
deciphering codes allegedly dispersed
by Nostradamus throughout Centu-
ries. James Randi, a prominent
American sceptic, has performed an
impressive  hatchet job on
Nostradamus as prophet in his book,
The Mask of Nostradamus (1990),
yet even his scrupulous research,
which demolishes crucial elements of
the Nostradamus legend, cannot dis-
pense the aura of mystery as well as
that of credibility acquired by Cen-
turies’ predictions.

Nostradamus does not consider this
period of time to be one that is aus-
picious for peace and prosperity. Lu-
rid predictions of famine, plague, rain
consisting of blood, frogs, and milk
(whether plain or flavoured is not
stated), bloodshed, fire from the sky,
wholesale destruction of cities, and
the arrival of the “great king of ter-
ror from the sky” in the seventh
month of 1999, do not constitute
material that fosters optimism. Nev-
ertheless, despite good grounds for
assuming that Nostradamus derived
much of his inspiration from the Bi-
ble’s Book of Revelation with its
apocalyptic vision of humankind’s
punishment, the cosmological strug-
gle between God and Satan and the
Second Coming of Jesus Christ, fer-
vent Nostradamians are convinced
that their master’s predictions hold
the key to events for the remainder
of the twentieth century and the ush-
ering in of the new millennium. For
instance, Jean-Charles de Fontbrune’s
book, Nostradamus 1: Countdotvn
to Apocalypse (1983), portrays the
Centuries’ grim scenario as inevita-
ble: humankind will fall victim to a
terrifying nuclear war which will
erase civilisation from the earth.
When reading this book one cannot
help but come to the conclusion that
de Fontbrune, a pharmacist, was
- sampling his wares while writing it.
Interestingly enough, de Fontbrune’s

1984 publication bore the title,
Nostradamus: 2 Into the Twenty-
First Century.

Doom-adherents will also find sus-
tenance in the prophecy of Edgar
Cayce, an American visionary and
healer who died in 1945. Cayce, who
not only made predictions but also
prescribed unusual but effective rem-
edies for illness and injury while in a
trance, was unequivocal in his pre-
diction of geophysical disasters. He
declared that land mass upheavals
would occur in Europe in addition
to the Arctic and Antarctic, and that
much of New York, California, Caro-
lina, and Georgia would disappear.
He also predicted that most of Japan
would be submerged (which must be
of grave concern to sushi eaters and
Shonen Knife fans). Cayce foresaw
the Second Coming as occurring be-
fore 1998.

Antichrist

Despite Johnny Rotten’s singing, or
rather snarling, “I am an Antichrist,”
as frontman for 70s punk band, the
Sex Pistols, we can assume that the
Antichrist will do more than wear
pink and black bondage trousers, spit
on his audience, projectile vomit, and
make enough dosh to retire to sunny
island resorts and re-emerge from
time to time as lead singer of another
‘band’. The Antichrist or the Beast,
casts a sinister shadow over the Book
of Revelation, and is referred to in
Nostradamus’ Centuries, as well as
being ubiquitous in predictions made
by numerous visionaries, groups, and
individuals down the centuries and
in our own twentieth century. (The
gender specific term, “he” will be
employed in Antichrist references, as
such predictions are consistent in the
view that the Antichrist is male.)

Apparently the Antichrist will en-
slave the world by satanic deception,
with world leaders, financiers and
their ilk bowing to his power. He will
introduce a monopolistic system
whereby all who wish to carry out
their daily activities (even down to
shopping for cotton buds) will be
obliged to wear his mark on their
hand or their forehead. His reign will
be a time of tribulation, although it
will commence innocuously.

Nero, Napoleon, Hitler, and Stalin,
among other luminaries, have been
considered Antichrists; John F
Kennedy was also considered by a mi-
nority of extreme Christian funda-
mentalists to be the Antichrist, a no-
tion which lost impetus when he
failed to resurrect himself after being
shot in Dallas. However, the Anti-
christ who is supposed to be reserved
for our time has been the subject of
much speculation, allied to all sorts
of fascinating theories pertaining to
the number 666 (cited in the Book
of Revelation as the number of the
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Antichrist), bar codes, satanic images
in currency notes, the European
Community, the United Nations, the
end to the monetary system as we
know it, and much more.

During Ronald Reagan’s presidency,
astute millenium specialists noted
that his full name, Ronald Wilson
Reagan, added up to eighteen letters
in total, the individual names com-
prising six letters each. While at this
point in time we can (probably) say
that Reagan is not the Antichrist (de-
spite the unnerving 666 association)
his interest in Armageddon where, ac-
cording to Revelation prophecy, the
Antichrist’s army will battle the army
of God, proved a source of anxiety
for many the world over who were
worried lest Reagan put his apoca-
lyptic leanings into practice. Mean-
while, Reagan’s Soviet counterpart,
Mikhail Gorbachev, was also consid-
ered a candidate for the Antichrist
owing to his peace overtures and the
prominent birthmark on his fore-
head. Of course, both former states-
men are still alive...

If indeed the Antichrist is to emerge
during the 1990s, it is interesting to
consider the kind of image he will
project to the world, A reasonable
assumption is that the Antichrist will
be a charismatic, New Age-type
leader, appearing to offer a genuine
means of achieving world unity, so-
cial cohesion, and econdomic prosper-
ity. He will have within his repertoire
some supernatural tricks which will
convince doubters that here indeed
is divinity incarnate, and will pro-
mote a religion of humanity that
atheists, agnostics, New Agers, mem-
bers of numerous cults and sects, and
even most Christians will find appeal-
ing and essential. Do we have any in-
formation which points to the Anti-
christ’s identity? Yes, It was reported
in 1992 that the Antichrist was
present at the Barcelona Olympics,
so we must look for someone who
has a predilection for sporting events.
Then again, the report came from the
same sect who predicted that the
world would end in 1992.

Papal Malarkey

For those with no fondness for
popes, the prophecies of St Malachy
are more hopeful than not. Malachy
was an Irish Archbishop who lived
in the eleventh century, and is sup-
posed to have written his papal
prophecies after a vision of future
popes. The official Vatican line on
Malachy’s prophecies is that they are
a forgery, and that their discovery in
the sixteenth century merely proves
that they were produced to aid the
politicking of a certain faction in the
papal election of 1590. If that is the
case, the counterfeit nature of the
prophecies should become pro-
nounced when dealing with the popes

after the election of Pope Gregory
X1V; however, the prophecies are
uncanny in their accuracy. In many
instances the papal coats of arms of

various pope correspond to
Malachy’s identification of them.
Malachy calls Pope Paul VI (who
reigned 1963-78) as “Flower of flow-
ers,” and in fact his papal coat of
arms had as its emblem the fleur-de-
lys. Pope John Paul I (who reigned
for a few months in 1978) is de-
scribed as “From the half moon,”; his
personal name, Albino Luciani, is
reminiscent of the moon while the
date of his death was midway be-
tween the full moons of September
16 and October 16. The current Pope
John Paul ITis denoted by the words,
“From the toil of the sun,” and he
was born at the hour of an eclipse of
the sun. Krakow, John Paul’s home
city, was also home to the astrono-
mer Nicholas Copernicus, who
proved that the earth revolved
around the sun and not vice versa as
commonly held at the time.
According to the papal prophecies,
there will be only two more popes
after John Paul II. These popes are
denoted by the descriptions, “The
glory of the olive,” and “The Roman
rock/Peter of Rome,” respectively.
While their meaning is anybody’s
guess, to the last is added an omi-
nous-sounding postscript that the
time of the last pope shall be distin-
guished by the endurance of great
suffering, the destruction of Rome,
and the judgement of God. Is this
merely papal bull? Time will tell.
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If you haven’t heard, read about it, and get con-
nected. If you have heard about it and aren’t con-
nected, shame on you. If you are connected, use it
to the full!

Currently there are 25 million people on the
Internet and it is growing at around 10% per
month. Internet is just the coolest. Are you inter-
ested in information? Everyone wants information.
Human beings need it to survive.
€ c instructions on how to get
the net. This information is
perience. The list of Internet pro-
viders is by no means exhaustive, and I take no
responsibility for incorrect information.

At the end of thearticle I'll list tworexcellent books

that will help you ‘through all~the my mbo-]umbo. .

What is the Intemet? . =

The Internetisa whole lot of co puter networks,
all over the world, joined together ‘to make one
huge network. Once you’ve: pard your connection
fee (admrssnon) all the rides are free. You can use it
to get pictures of comets hlttmg Jupiter, up-to-the-
minute weather ‘maps, even the walls of the Vati-
can are on-line. You can access the catalogues of
every library in the world by logglng on to the Li-
brary of Congress. There are an increasing number
of digital on-line galleries for all types of art. You
can read what everyone else is saying on any of the
thousands of news-groups, all dedicated to differ-
ent topics such as alt.politics.talk or alt.drugs.talk
or comp.sys.mac or absolutely anything. Then you
can have your say. Then you’ll get a whole lot of
responses - and everyone likes getting responses
to things they’ve written. Lots of bands are on-
line, with lyrics, music, chat-rooms, and informa-
tion. Heaps of software is available on-line, free.
And if you don’t like the software you’re using,
you can email the developers and tell them exactly
what you think of it and how you think it should
be improved (and they’ll listen too). There’s infor-
mation on every topic you could think of. And it’s
all accessible so quickly. You can upload a text file
on the Australian coastline and be reading it.in the
same time it takes to read a text file off a floppy
disk. If you've got a fast enough connection, you
can even use it to hold a video-conference between
any number of people around the world. It’s a
whole new world. Soon you’ll be able to walk
around in it. Just get connected and find out for
yourself!

Instructions

First, I should explain to you the two distinct types

of connection you can make to the Internet,
There is the ‘direct’ connection and the ‘indirect,’
or ‘remote log in’ connection. A direct connection
is where your computer is directly connected to
the network, allowing a large number of different
software packages to be used by your computer to

- get around the net. It is more flexible, and often

easier to use than the ‘indirect’ connection. If you
have a direct connection, your computer talks di-
rectly to the network using the language called TCP/
IP (Transmission Control Protocol - Internet Pro-
tocol). If you want a direct connection and your
going to be using a modem, you will have to use
either PPP (Point to Point Protocol) or SLIP (Serial
Line something something). You don’t have to
worry about what these words mean, just tell the
people you’re going to be connected with that that

is what you want. PPP is preferable to SLIP.

~ An indirect connection takes less time and effort

~to'set up, but requires you to know more jargon.

What happens is that your computer doesn’t speak

- thelanguage of TCP/IP, it just speaks in letters and

~‘numbers to another computer that does speak TCP/

- IP. You only have to have one piece of software on
your (local) computer for this means of connec-

tion, and itis called a terminal emulation program.

If you use a Macintosh some appropriate programs
are Z-Term (shareware) and Microphone (you have
to buy it). You type in commands (usually yukky
UNIX commands) that the modem sends to the
remote computer (that’s the one that speaks TCP/
IP) where they are acted upon. With the indirect

connection, you have to have an account, and that"
account resides on the remote machine. The re-*{ '
mote machine is connected to your machine usmg '
a modem. More about modems and accounts later, *

1. Computer &

First you need some sort of computer. That can
be a Mac, PC, Amlga, whatever, it doesn’t matter,
It also doesn’t matter how new it Is. Even a Com-
modore 64 will act as an interface to the net. If -
you don’t have a computer, there are computers
on campus you can use: that-are connected. Ask

* your department If you have a really old, or slow, -
- computer, you will probably only be able to get an
, indirect connection. That’s OK, most people on the"
‘Internet have 1nd1rect connections.
s called a smlley, turn your head over to the left. -
‘ People on the net found:it necessary to convey ba-
sic facial expressions, as you can’t generally see or
“hear who you are talking to. Other common ones
“are:-(and ;-) . The Internet is changmg the English
language, be a partofit)

:-) (That thing

2. Modem

The next thing you need is a modem to connect
your computer to the Net over the phone line. If
you are using one of the connected computers on
campus, then this is not necessary.

A modem is a device that plugs into a computer
and a phone line, and allows two computers to
talk to each other over the phone line. When I say
talk, they don’t actually speak English, they have
their own funny language of pips and buzzes, simi-
lar sounding to a fax machine - if you’ve ever been
deafened by accidentally ringing up a fax machine
then you’ll know what I mean.

3. Signing Up

Now you have the hardware organised, you need
to organise some software. What you need is an
account. What is an account? Well, it is a storage
space for information that you and your computer
need while on the net, and information that you
want to store that you’ve found while on the net.
An account is your access point, it is your on-ramp
to the information super-highway, it is your place
in Internet city, it is your mail-box; basically it is
your virtual house in the new world. And just like
real houses you can leave it as the bare essentials
or build it into whatever you want. Unlike a real
house, however, it possesses no physical proper-
ties at all, being constructed entirely out of soft-
ware. (Safer than a house of bricks? Well that de-
pends.., :-)

The frrst thing you should do about getting an
account is to check to see if your department can
supply you with an account. If they can, go for
that option as you won’t have to pay anythrng that
way. If you study in Computer Science or Engi-
neering or some other departments, you will auto-
matically have had an account created for you when
you enrolled. Count your blessings, you’re one of
the lucky ones.

If your department can’t connect you, Adelaide
University students can get accounts on SMUG’s
computer. SMUG is a club on campus, that exists
to allow students access to the Internet. It’ll cost
you $20 per semester, and that’s the cheapest you’ll
get anywhere. Contact SMUG throygh the Clubs
Association. They’re in the north-east corner of the
cloisters. When you’ve signed up with SMUG, ask
for all the information they can give you on how
to nav1gate through the Net. Ask for information -
on using email, ftp, world-wide-web, gopher, telnet,

rc. In the beglnnmg all the new llngo can get a
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little off-putting, but you’ll soon get used to it. Ac-
tually there aren’t too many new words to learn!

SMUG will give you an account with access to
the Internet. You can access your account by mo-
dem (indirectly, ie no PPP or SLIP available) or from
some-computers on campus. SMUG will tell you
howlto; do this.

If you are niot a Student, or for some reason this
course of actlon"dOesn t appeal to you, there are a
raprdly increasing ‘numher of “Internet resellers”

s ‘,,wesys, ‘with wildly varying de-
grees of value for money. Be careful is my advice,
and ask them all very carefully just what you will
get for your money. Another reason you might want

to pursue options other than those mentioned ..

above i is that you may want 4 direct connection: A
direct connection, let me tell y you, is a lot more fun

Like I said before, it requires more work on your -

part (ora l(nowledgable friend’s) to set up, but once

‘set up it is a lot easier to get around. It means you

can have a much more intuitive system to use,
‘rather than having to understand obscure UNIX

* commands. With a direct connection you never

" have to understand UNIX. UNIX is a counter-in-
tuitive non-graphical way of telling' a computer
what you want it to'do. You can get by with an
indirect connection and only ever knowing a few
UNIX commands. (Some UNIX commands are: ls,
cd, cp, mv, ...) What we are talking about here are
the advantages of graphical user interfaces (GUI’s)
over non-graphical user interfaces like UNIX. The
best way to get connected, in my opinion, is with
PPP or SLIP, that is a direct connection, as this al-
lows the possibility of a graphical user interface.
(User Interface simply refers to the way you and
your computer communicate, what you see on you
screen, how usefully can you use your mouse, ...)

APANA is a public access Internet organisation.
They are based in Melbourne, but have connec-
tion points in Adelaide. They charge around $70
per year and allow SLIP access as well as indirect
(remote login) unix connections. Contact Mark
Newton by email (newton@cleese.apana.org.au) or
by modem (373 6006) or by voice-phone (373
5575).

MacMedia BBS is a bulletin board run out of a
Apple Mac shop on Gouger St. Currently they run
a closed BBS, but they will soon be connected to
the Internet. Their particular speciality is multi-
media based Macs, and their bulletin board is great.
You can call the board with your modem and get a
free account. Don’t know whether they’ll be offer-
ing PPP or SLIP access. Call MacMedia on 212
6445,

Camtech, the old Apple Consortium, offer vari-
ous types of connection, but seem to be fairly ex-
pensive. Their cheapest connection is $400 estab-

lishment + $600 per year! Call Camtech on 303
3300.

OzEmail are based in Sydney, and charge by the
hour. Connection methods available are remote
login (unix), PPP, SLIP. Charges are between $5
per hour and $10 per hour, with a $25 initial fee.
Contact Michael Komoroski on 02 437 §500. If
you have a modem and a credit card, you can auto-
register and have access immediately by dialling
(08) 364 1451.1don’t know how they stop people
from using false credit card numbers. :-)

This is by no means a complete list. If you know
of more connection points and feel like telling us,
please do so.

4. Software

If you get an indirect (remote login) connection
all youw’ll need is one program, a terminal emula-
tion program, as I said earlier. Don’t pay more than
$10 for it, as there are very good ones available as
shareware

~ If you are lucky enough to secure a PPP or SLIP
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connection, then bloody good on you, and you’ll
want quite a few bits of software. If you buy the
Mac Internet tour guide, it comes with a disk con-
taining the basics. Here are some excellent Macin-
tosh programs for the Internet: Eudora is a very
good shareware program for email. Mosaic is the
best thing for navigating the World Wide Web.
Fetch is great for doing FTP. NCSA Telnet you’ll
need. Homer is brilliant for chatting in real time
with lots of people at once over the IRC (inter-
relay-chat). HyperWAIS is for searching the Internet
by keywords. TurboGopher is another searching
device that’s really good. There’s lots more too. This
is just the beginning. All these are freely available
by initially connecting with a terminal emulation
program, then FTPing them off remote comput-
ers. You’ll absolutely need MacTCP and either
ConfigPPP or MacSLIP; or their equivalents for
other platforms.
5. Explore

Be a kid and explore the new world.

Really good books

Read them both!

Zen and the art of the Internet: a beginner’s guide.

Brendon P Kehoe, (Prentice-Hall 1993) ISBN 0-
13- 010778«6 This is absolutely. essential reading
on the Internet. Like The Mac Internet Tour Guide

it approaches the topic assuming absolutely no

rr- Smith as well, \ so there’s no excuse.!
Mac| Internet tour gmdé Crtf’ ing the

easy way. Michael Frasse, (Vcntana

need to know about the Internet including history,
how to get connected, interesting and essential sites,
basically everything. It’s great. Ilove it. I don’t know
where I'd be without it. Go into Mindfield on
Rundle St and have a look at it.
Jesse Reynolds
(jdreynol@teaching.cs.adelaide.edu.au)
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knowledge of computer networks, It covers - . :
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Imagine a community in which there are no rules,
only protocols or manners, no government, no-one
owns or controls the community and no person has
any real power over any other person. Sounds great,
doesn’t it?

Everyone is free to join and through their partici-
pation in the community, they help to shape the way
it evolves. Because there are no rules, the community
isits people and, like people, not everyone gets along.
But no-one is forced to get along because each per-
son is free to move anywhere in this community and
will generally visit clusters of like-minded people and
explore or debate around topics of interest. Infor-
mation from all parts of this community is free and
accessible to all and because everyone has access to
each part of the community, it is not hard to find a
place in which one feels comfortable, welcome and
stimulated.

There is no room for complacency in this commu-
nity because, as more people move in and out of it, it
is constantly changing so that anyone who feels that
they have a grasp on it one day will find that it has
slipped through their fingers the next. It is a wild,
untameable phenomenon and far too big to under-
stand br control.

‘And itis getting bxgger. Huge, in fact. This commu-
nity is currently growmg steadily at a rate of approxi-
mately ten percent per month.

Tl:ns mlshmash of free information and human au-
' f the Internet and approximately
 belong to this community at the
jad following for something that
«could quite conceiyably refer to Dungeons and Drag-

[ »ons as “My Great:Uncle.” I must confess, I always

thought Dungeons and Dragons was for nerds at
: nerdy boys. Then, a few
years later, the new thing for nerdy boys and the oc-
casional really dweeby girl was computers. And 'm
sure that I belonged to very large steam of conscious-
ness that did not want to touch computers with a
barge pole for various reasons, the main one prob-
ably being that they were too difficult to understand.
Hey...I didn’t even understand what was happening
to my hormones at that age, the last thing I wanted
was another thing to add onto my list of things I-.
have absolutely no control over. My sexuality was
enough to handle for the moment thank you.

My hope, though, is that the Internet will not be
dismissed so easily as “the computer nerd’s addic-
tion.” I'm certainly not suggesting that the Net is
not addictive. I mean, when you log on to the Net, it
actually feels as thouglh you are entering a real space,
not a literal space but a virtual space which tran-
scends all conventional physical laws. So just as we
visit our local coffee shop for our daily fix of caf-
feine and culture, our local pub for our daily pint of
liquid gold, or our dealer for our daily fix of go, we
log on to the Internet for our daily fix of informa-
tion and interaction with any other person who may
be ‘surfin’ the net’ at the same time.

And once you initially wade your way through all
the cyber-jargon and hundreds of bloody annoying
but neccessary acronyms, the Internet has a lot to
offer, especially to students. Information can be made
accessible so quickly that you can always remain in-
credibly up-to-date on your particular area of inter-
est by accessing library catalogues and discipline spe-

 cific databases all around the world, exchanging ideas

in discussion groups, you can even send out little soft-
ware detectives that roam the international info high-
“way for you, hunting down and collecting informa-
tion. They’re called ‘knowbots’ (knowledge
robots)...cute. Even if it means contributing some-
thing really new and relevant to a dead boring tuto-
rial (and let’s face it...tutorials are very rarely excit-
iing these days for the average student. No-one really
talks and, hey, it’s all been said before anyway), at
least you are talking about new things within an

y.eﬁa

unstimulating framework rather than old and bor-
ing things within an unstimulating framework.
‘Consensual anarchy’ is the best way I'veever heard
the Internet described. (Michael Fraase described it
in this way in his book, The Mac Internet Tour Guide
which is an excellent book to browse through if you
own or have access to a Mac and are interested in
getting connected.) But most importantly, this anar-
chic community is able to co-exist with other com-
munities. People must feel free to participate in the
community freely. Because of this, a danger does ex-
ist that the anarchic nature of the Internet will be
threatened by the capitalist societies with which it
co-exists, the communities that most Internet mem-
bers return to when they leave their computer termi-
nal and modem. Enter the Electronic Frontier Foun-
dation. The EFF (another annoying but necessary
acronym) is a voluntary organisation on the Internet
which exists to fight governments and law courts in
the interests of the cyber person. At the moment, it
basically exists to protect the Internet from capital-
ism and more specifically , from the US government.
Anyone can join the EFF and obtaining their news-
letter is as easy as sending your email address to their
list server. The way the EFF works is that millions of
people contribute small donations to them so that
they have enough money to represent the rights of
the Internet and its members in court. They are cur-
rently fighting a legal battle for a member who is
being sued in the US for defamation. This legal bat-
tle has required vast financial resources because, not
only was this particular man defaming someone in a
private discussion group, he was potentially doing
so in front of 22 million people on the Internet. The
EFF believe in going the whole hog when it comes to
free information. Their newsletter contains slogans
like: “We still must work for voluntary, open, ex-
portable standards”. But, as you can imagine, the
Internet is thick with debate about issues of intellec-
tual property and data protection laws.
Unfortunately, though, the Net does reflect many
aspects of currently co-existing societies. Women on
the Internet are a rarity and often you will find women
who use gender-neutral names to avoid unwanted
_male approaches. In fact, a working party has been
‘set up at Melbourne Unrversnty to investigate alleged
sexual harassment by email. Is there no escape from
being constantly reminded of your gender?
Furthermore, the Internet is still dominated by gov-
ernment, industry and academia. It is essentially a
male environment and has been an effective mecha-
nism for strengthening and increasing male networks.
This is why women must be encouraged to get onto
the Internet. This is a difficult quest because of the
way women have been excluded from the realms of
technology, but the Internet is not going away and
women must see its potential for both the women’s
movement and for human communication and be-
gin to contribute their say at this crucial develop-
mental stage, In some areas of the US, free Internet
accounts are being given out to women and more of
this sort of thing needs to be happening right now.
What I really like about the Internet is that no-one
can tell you what to do. It’s a teledemocracy (or
‘modemocracy’ as some smarty-pants like to call it},
a new form of social interaction where the media-
tion of mass-media has been cut right out to allow
concerned and affected people to talk with eachother
‘mind-to-mind’. Consider yourself a free spirit. The
‘Internet (what a great name for a pub) provides you
with a continuous happy hour with free spirits for
all where you can get totally drunk on information
and ideas. What a safe way of getting off. Even sex is
safe on the Net, no nasty diseases there, but I can’t
guarantee you won’t pick up a virus or two on the
way (boom, boom)
Kay Y Jelly
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Raph and Laura
Raph: People are becoming more tolerant and [ think the
future's good.

Laura: 1 don't think the future looks that bright for the young
people of Australia. | think finding a job will be much harder
and universities will be overcrowded.

Raph: It's going to become more competitive.

Raph: Cheap internationai travel.

Laura: A hangover cure.

Question 1:
What pre-
dictions can
you make
about the
future?

Lttt

Kaj

Joe
I think we're going to find there's going to be lots more
crap music out and not enough stylish '80s music.

I think there should be cigarette machines that you can
Just get one ciagrette out of rather than having to buy a
whole pack, because if you don't really smoke, but you like
smoking when you're drunk, then if you're at the pub you
Jjust get one cigarette as you go along and that's great.

Question 2:
What would
you most
like to be in-
vented in the
future?

David

In the future, hopefully everyone will real-
ise the contradictions of the system we live
in, the contradictions which create poverty
in so many people's lives and we'll all revolt
and take over the means of production and
we'll all have control over our own lives and
our own economy and our own resources
and our environment.

Just inventions that mechanise production
SO that people don't have to work in shit
jobs like factory jobs, totally mechanised
‘production so we're free to express our ar-
tistic creativity.

Anne and Wendy
Anne: I'm going to grow older.

Wendy: 'm going to become liquid, fiscally responsible.
Anne: When you're lying in bed and you're feeling disgust-
ingly hungover, this machine that's going to replenish your
fluids without you getting out of bed and actually go and
get a glass of water.

Wendy: | want a pen that never runs out, because they
always run out at inopportune moments.

There will be more people v v . B o v - . . - . ‘ - | Kristian ‘
with fewer resources and (- | | < | T | Il grow old and die, but have fun in the
there will probably be more  #&¢ Simon meantime. ‘

Lisa ;:r (;Js%gr'ees otSr cgeest control of A I will be gainfully unemployed for a long, A time machine.

: . @ long time

Over-population Effective methods of birth td i ible st i
] o : ‘ : like to see e )
‘Something to control over-population. 18 control. e dlble St'Ckyt ape in the future

Catherine, Jocelyn, Kim and Wai Quen
That there is a great-generation of female lawyers about

to enter the system.
Reliable contraception.
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There was a report on the news about a joker called the Cereal
Killer. He was a masked-avenger type, running down breakfast ce-
real aisles at Safeway injecting packets of Cornflakes and Weetbix
with a cocktail of weevil larvae that would double the protein and
vitamin statistics of a standard pack in twenty-four hours. It was a
happy-ending news story, the one at the end of their shifts which
allows the newscasters the opportunity to make a swift joke with the
weathercaster to prove that they know where the superhighway be-
tween existence and reality dissolves. The fact that the witticism was
made with the weathercaster only confirmed how far gone they were.
Apparently the Cereal Killer had sold-out to one of the larger grain
corporations and his characterisation, syringe and all, had been
modelled in one-twenty-fourth scale. Renamed as the Evil Weevil it
was placed in every family-sized carton of Sci-fibre Space Shapes.
The newscaster made some remark at the end about how the sy-
ringe would come in handy in the morning.

The callous moment crossed into a short ad-diction. Morning sun-
light began to pass through the café's large windows. Their televisual
liquid-quartz panes faded against the Autumn azure and the solar
streams condensing on the café floor. The waiter turned off the
blanched weathercaster, he was using an epidural syringe as a
pointer.

My consciousness slipped from Ealing to East-Coast-Hollywood,
sort of a hybrid between The Lost Weekend and the CD-Rom Min-
nesota University edition of Casablanca. It was the perfect moment,
except for a small feeling of virility which always accompanies such
brazen sunlight. | stirred my coffee. Vapours of liquefied sugar and
ground coffee wisped from the swirling fluid. Silent patrons began to
mutter to themselves across the sweetened haze. The words were
opaque, but the feelings were as warm and precise as sepia.

A sentiment of existence touched me then: like a Coca-Cola addic-
tion persuading me the ebony liquid could destroy inhibitions, or simi-
lar to how a headache could bring my brain back into my body. Cu-
rette had just walked through the door. Standing by the bar she did
her impersonation of Jean-Paul Sartre (she went cross-eyed) look-
ing for Simone de Beauvoir in a crowded French café. She came
and sat crab-like on an adjacent seat to mine.

A morning full of espressos had given my teeth the DTs and left my
smaller intestines eructatable, so that our convenant of welcome
was scented with the smell of dark-roasted Purple Mountain beans.
We pledged continued allegiance to a small cosmetic collective in a
Melburban ghetto which we both supported with supplies of artificial
dolphin placenta. | commented that her vinyl suit had misted over
with sweat, she remarked that my chest had a cute shade of stub-

ble, then the discussion moved onto the recent prospects of beauty

being added to the UN charter on Consumer Rights.
The café was Curette’s favourite, I'd chosen it for my morning

caffeination in the hope of meeting her. The walls were partitioned

with the glass frontage of numerous large tanks of formaldehyde
preserving the brains of suicidal rock stars and teratological speci-

mens, two categories which were occasionally congruent. Curette
was a French exchange student who'd remained in Melburb after
the Journalist Revolution had begun in Parisite the previous year. I'd
first met her on a buster flying up to Dysney to see the opening of a
new Cosmetland ride. At the time she was going through a trial sepa-
ration of the left and right hemispheres of her brain as therapy for a
delusion of reality. Several weeks after the news of the revolution
she'd started to deny her schizophrenia. Claiming that she was no
longer part of Generation Z, she was classified as having testosterical
character coherency. Brainstorming with her on buster up to Dysney
| had noticed no evidence of the delusion as our conversation veered
carelessly between topics of interest. It was only later when we met
up in Melburb that | learned that her dependency on synthetic
dopamine had just finished and she’d gone up to Dysnhey to have
her corpus callosum reconnected.

We made a move. | paid the waiter for my coffees then boarded a
trample headed for Curette’s loginn. Near the far corner of the tram-
ple was an old CRT presenting shimages that easily exceeded cor-
porate minimums on shadings. The patterns vilified the antiquity of
the trample.

I turned to face Curette and asked her if she was okay with the way
the moments were leading. She rotated her body around towards
mine, by way of an answer: her body was discernible through the
vinyl now, the sweat having evaporated or been reabsorbed back
into her moist skin.

After leaving the trample Curette reminded me that her McReligious
practice of fries-on-Friday must be indulged. | waited outside the
door while she stood in line.

There is something mildly perverted about standing outside a
McDonald's. | felt slightly uneasy. | did an imitation of what | thought
was a purposeful posture, a stationary equivalent of buying flowers
for your mother as a boy, then assuming an assured stride to create
the impression that you are only their courier. Fortunately-there was
already @ woman waiting. | analysed her stance and found that she
had the same as mine, and that it was a failure.

A small child crawled towards the door between us. It had a look in
its eye which said, buy me a McDoof and the whole world will lean
its head endearingly to one side and stretch an unimpeachable smile.
Next to pass were its parents. They were the type to use McDonald’s
for daycare. This was obviously quality family McTime with all three
here. Previously “restaurant’ had been used an a euphemism for
McD’s, now it was becoming “kinder”. McD’s were okay with the
scam, they saw the next generation as being Generation (little) c.

Curette exited and we walked towards her loginn. It began to rain
while she told me that the McCashier’s response to her Friday-order
was “do you want fries with that.” | felt strange, like Kandinsky's blue,
folding in on myself, so | told her a lie, that my cuttle-fish had died.
She smiled, opening her loginn, then turned me off with a light yel-
low movement.

Mark Broadhead
‘ On Dit
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eating out/music

A lot of Uni students approaching the
end of their degrees start to worry about
whether they will be able to find employ-
ment in their chosen vocation. This is un-
derstandable, given current levels of un-
employment. Economics graduate Ham-
ilton Calder went through all of this, but
managed to come up with a creative (and
tasty) solution to the problem. He and
partners Tim Whitehorn, Rowland Hall
and Derek Chan recently established The
Ivy, a café/restaurant located within the
Sussex Hotel in leafy Walkerville. Hav-
ing worked together managing such in-
stitutions as Zambracca’s and Café
Medici, “The Team”, as they are collec-
tively known, were approached by the
owners of The Sussex to manage the new
café. The results are very impressive.
Nestled in between the front and saloon
bars, the dining area has a distinct gar-
den feel, with the floor being made up of
a combination of patio and concrete
mosaic. The inside section is separated
from the outside by sheets of clear plas-

tic which T imagine can be removed when
tne weather improves. In winter, patrons

are saved from discomfort by a number
of strategically placed gas heaters.
Speaking of patronage, you may find
that there are times (particularly lunch-
times) when you notice that the majority
seem to be made up of Walkerville moth-
ers waiting to pick their kids up from
school. Don’t be put off by this; The Ivy
saves itself from drowning in an atmos-
phere of high brow accents and Chanel
No. 5 by establishing with its staff and
decor an environment which is hip but

unintimidating. On weekends at dinner
time in particular, the crowd is a lot
younger. And bigger; if you,are planning
to eat there at thege - is advisable
to book.

dehght was the whole
filled with kutnara and

served with balsa nigSnov
and a black olive saTad anc.‘lr’1 a herb and

nut damper.

. you're 1ust out with your frierids you may
want (o go_ for the house wines instead

Before discussing the mains, it is worth
i tion to the winelist,
itre contain winelists
but not particularly
able exception
proaches the-

d selection of:fb’eers

g the merits of the afore-
mentioned liquids, the mains arrived, It
was immediate} ous that they passed
the first and most important test jn the
assessment of quality food - suffxcxent
e QUALLIY: Thcy“were also-dafninéd tasty.
My companion had an aged, chargrilled
steak fillet accompnied by crispy flakes
of deep fried carrot and sweet potato

After pondering

chips and mash. The steak was cooked
to a genuine medium rare, whilst the
sauce he found particularly appealing. |
had a turkey salad, which was also gen-
erous and flavoursome. It came with
roasted cashew nuts, baby lettuce and a
honey mustard dressing that I thought
had about the right amount of heat in it.
If you have a particular aversion to spicy
food, then you might want to choose
something else. One of the salad’s many
virtues was that they hadn’t forgotten
about the key ingredient - the turkey.
There was plenty of it, and it had been
chargrilled until it was succulent and ten-
der. Good stuff. If you're a vego and are
beginning to get a bit worried by all of
this, never fear. There are several vegetar-
ian dishes on the menu, including some
of the entrées as well as a Hokkien stir
fry and a roasted butternut pumpkin ri-
sotto. Sweet tooths are also well catered
for; the sticky date pudding and choco-
late fudge cake that we tried were both
rich and hearty and should satisfy the
most discerning sugar/chocolate freak.
As we sat lethargically after enjoying
this sumptuous feast, it struck me that
The Ivy is one of the finest examples of
youthful entrepreneurship that I've ever
encountered. The place is classy without
being pretentious (despite those
Walkerville mothers) and the staff are
helpful and attentive. You can eat as
much or as little as you like. Come to
think of it, you don’t have to eat at all if
you're just in the mood for a coffee. All
in all, I liked The Ivy a lot.
Tim Gow

at the same time casual and
Picture Perfect Morning

Edie Brickell

Geffen (BMG)

Edie Brickell has expanded her musical
style to a smoother sound and Picture
Perfect Morning is a fairly slick example
of this. The tracks on the album vary from
blues sounding ballads to poppier songs
with a slight disco beat. “Good Times”
(previously released as a single) features
the sexy voice of Barry White, (who [ only
know of through The Simpsons) and is the
outstanding track on this album. “When
The Lights Go down” is the moodiest of
all of them, best accompanied by a bottle
of red.

Edie Brickell has the talent to write about
everyday emotions and turn them into
excellent moody songs. Whilst she’s lost
the New Bohemians (the musicians she
initially recorded with who are probably
living in a garret in Paris), she’s gained
style. The music is slicker than Shooting
Rubber bands at the Sky and I was ini-
tially a bit dubious about her slightly dis-
cordant voice suiting the almost bluesish
style she’s pursuing, but it seems to work.
The slightly crusty sound is gone to be re-
placed with a slick, well produced sound.
I prefer the old Edie, although Picture
Perfect Morning has a more accessible
sound for those who thought she was a
bit too crusty.

Tracy Skehan
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Colourwheel
Junkyard
Independent local release

This is one excellent CD. Well pro-
duced, it’s great to see a local band
funding their own release. I feel Junk-
yard is not really an apt description
of a CD that features such cool pop
songs as “Crash” and “Elevation”.
Tim’s melodious voice blends well
with the memorable guitar riffs. “El-
evation” is an example of the sweet
pop that Colourwheel are capable of,
a very elevating song indeed.

As the CD progresses, the songs get
somewhat grungier (for lack of a bet-
ter term), which can’t be a bad thing.
The songs are all of a good length,
about three minutes and are very lis-
tener-friendly. I think they are
appealling due to the ‘space’ and
looseness of Colourwheel’s style; by
looseness I mean that they are not jam
packed full of guitar, but nicely bal-
anced with Tim’s vocals.

Junkyard has an excellent sound,
partly due to its thorough production.
If you want to hear a local band
sounding really hot, or you simply like
good pop music, go out and grab one
for yourself.

Tracy Skehan
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Groovive
Banana
Larrikin

Banana are a 6-piece funk/jazz group
from Sydney, who cite their influences
as Miles Davis and Herbie Hancock.
Such inspiration is certainly evident in
this, their debut album, but it is com-
parisons with groups like Directions In
Groove and Incognito which spring to
mind on first listening. Not to say that
Banana are so blatantly unoriginal, just
too easily pigeonholed.

As with similar groups, instrumental
talent is the bottom line. Guitars, drums
and vocals are excellent here - sax play-
ing ranging from good to painful - and
bass and keyboard have a strong pres-
ence throughout. The recording isn’t as
tight as DIG - having a more live, spon-
taneous feel; refreshing yet polished.

At times, though, it is this raw edge
which tells against the album. “Burn-
out” is a horribly messy guitar solo,
“The Word” sounds unrehearsed, with
too many solos and not enough of its
own identity. “Slimeburger™ is good
though; an alternately sleazy and fre-
netic instrumental track which doesn’t
succumb to overdrawn improvisation.

Where Banana really shine is in the
vocal tracks, which the band claim is
their new direction. “Time Messenger”
and “This Time” are strong perform-

ances, and the title track is the highlight
of the album but for the fact that it
sounds just like Incognito.

Which pretty much sums up the album:
when Banana are good they are very
good, but sound like someone else. If
you’re addicted to acid jazz, you could
do worse than support Australian tal-
ent and get this. But if you're just look-
ing for an introduction to the genre try
Incognito or DIG first.

6/10

Isaac Bridle

STAFF

| with experience working
in a licensed restaurant
| required for a busy city
| restaurant two nights a
| week (Friday, Saturday).

Please ring 224 0797
between 2-4pm
Tuesday to Friday
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Lookin,

Kelvinator. The name might conjure
up images of kitchen appliances or even
childhood visions of “Chilly Billy”, the
little man who lives in the fridge and
turns the light on and off. No no no!
Shelley has a chat with band member
Arthur to discover the real story about
this new Adelaide three piece.

Kelvinator have only
been together for a
rather short period of
time and it seems to
me that they already
have a healthy grasp of
what to expect from
themselves, and life as
musicians in Adelaide.
Both Arthur (guitars/
vocals) and Fraser
(bass/vocals} have
been in other bands
before and this prob-
ably helped in coming
up with a style that is
unique to the band.

S: How is Kelvinator different?

A: Well, myself and Fraser sometimes
alternate between bass and guitar, de-
pending on how the song was written -
whoever had which instrument in their
hands at the time.

S: Aha, so variety on stage is important?
A: Sure, in about ten songs, I'll play bass
for about three.

S: What about vocals?

A: If people just heard my voice for ten
songs straight, they’d get very bored so
we all take turns in singing - the drum-

inside the

mer’s actually got the better voice out
of all of us!

Arthur would probably sing 50% of
the time while Fraser and Scott (drums)
would each sing about 25% - a much
better idea than a single ‘frontman’ for
the band.

A: I’'m really, really sensitive to boredom

and boring is something which I never
want to be.

S: With a name like Kelvinator, I don’t
think you’d expect anything boring...
A: Yeah, I didn’t want anything heavy
or pretentious, although all of our songs
can lyrically be quite heavy.

This is probably because of the many
influences of the band. Fraser is cur-
rently at the Seminary, studying Theol-
ogy whilst Arthur is an Adelaide Uni stu-
dent, moonlighting as a gas meter reader,
and Scott is a camera person at Chan-
nel 9.

A: We are really interested in black,
theological, philosophical views and at
the same time we also don’t mind tak-
ing the piss out of ourselves.

S: Do tell.

A: [Our music is] really lighthearted ...
'cos we think the whole idea of rock and
roll is a joke, but at the same time, we
have a lot of fun with it.

S: So, try to describe your sound.
A:Um ... I’d say old sixties pop with an
early 80s feel ... but at the same time I'd
like to think it’s fairly contemporary.
S: Who has inspired you?

A: We like various bands ... The Smiths,
The Beatles, Billy Bragg, Syd Barrett ...
The Who is a big one; their whole fasci-
nation with the emptiness of life.

S: How is this reflected in your songs?
A: We have fun stuff like our “Tune Up”
song where the actual melody is the tun-
ing of a guitar and the bass underneath
it. Fraser’s got this song “Starving”
which goes some-
thing like ‘I may be
starving but I need
my Nintendo ... and
I need spoilers for
my car...”

S: So, any demos or
gigs?

A: We've done a few
gigs - one at the Uni
Bar and the Pro-
scenium with The
Gift, as well as a
Tuesday night at
Boltz...we should get

These Charming Men

Defamed are one of many local bands
with no shortage of ambition. So who
are they, what inspires them and do they
have that all-important wacky member?
Kerina West spoke to debonair lead
singer Mark Scruby to find out where
Defamed fit in to the Adelaide music
scene.

Our interview took place in one of the
many luxurious tutorial rooms in the
dungeon that is the Napier building. 1
began by asking about the talents of each
group member. “Basically everyone in the
band can play guitar to some certain level
of proficiency, and everyone can play
bass well enough to come up with ideas,”
Mark explains. “When someone comes
up with parts we then get the music hap-
pening and work out whether it is a verse
or a chorus, and whether we’ll use an
idea or work something else out ‘til we’ve
got the different parts of the song. This
sounds really clichéd, but Defamed is a
democracy.” As prolific songwriters, the
band often writes new material a few
days before gigs. “The way it’s turned
out, I don’t know if it’s coincidence or
not but those songs have gone down the
best, when we’ve just written them.”

The history of Defamed is brief, with
Mark the last member to join just over a
year ago. Soon after playing the Three D
Discovery show and receiving occasional
airplay with their first demo, the song
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“When In Rome” made it into Three D’
top ten plus one. “I don’t think we ever
broke double figures though,” Mark
laughs. “We got a couple of better gigs,
and word started getting around that we
were okay, we weren’t another crappy
band.”

Defamed have been performing around
Adelaide for the last year, starting as
regulars at The Botanic. “The first gig
we played ever was for about 150 peo-
ple, but that was at least - it may have
been more than that. It was different
because if there were thirty people there
we would have been buzzing because it
was a proper pub gig.” Crowd reaction
is important to the band, who feed off
the energy of their audiences.

Describing Defamed’s sound to those
unfamiliar with the band is a difficult
task. “I don’t know whether you can put
a label on our sound because the fact is
that we’ve all got similar interests in simi-
lar types of music.” The musical tastes
of group members are certainly diverse.
“Kym’s into The Beatles - 60s sounding
music. Nick’s into Carter and Sonic
Youth, thrashy type of stuff. Dylan and
I are into My Bloody Valentine and Ride,
but 'm also into ambient techno, It all
goes into the melting pot - the crucible if
you like,” .

- As a member of the Adelaide music
scene, I asked Mark for his thoughts on

the opportunities for up-and-coming
bands. “As far as bands starting up in
Adelaide there’s plenty of opportunities
to get a gig. If you want to be in a band
and actually spend a fair bit of time, and
you sell yourself it’s really easy in Ad-
elaide,” he replied. When quizzed about
rival bands, his response was vague.
“There’s some pretty good bands around,
and ’'m not going to name any of them
... except for Defamed!”

So what is it about Defamed that should
encourage people to come and see them
play? “We can offer the crowd something
different in Adelaide, and we play cool,
original music. If they listen to Three D
they may recognise some of our songs.
We’re five very raunchy guys,” Mark
assured me. Is the band a labour of love
for Mark? “One of the things I enjoy
most in my life is making music in the
band, it’s heaps rewarding just from that
angle.”

While the band’s short-term plans are
modest, in the long-term Defamed have
greater aspirations. “Long-term we want
to be the best band, British or otherwise,
since The Smiths. No ... you can’t really
compare bands, there’s no international
standard for how good a band is,” Mark
explains. . “We’re willing to admit that
The Smiths were cool, but we’re also
willing to admit that we think maybe
there’s a chance that we could be as good

a few dates later at the Producers. 'm
also dropping our demo into Three D
tOmorrow.

S: So by the time this is printed, it will
be there. It must help having a camera
person in the band.

A: Yeah, the bonus for us is that every-
thing we’ve ever done has been videoed
... I'd like to get footage of us out on
video and then send it to Rage.

Well, I suppose it’s about time to dis-
cover the mystery of the name
“Kelvinator”.

Arthur sighs. “Yes” he says, “We’re
named after the fridge ... it’s also got a
nice ring to it... Kel-vin-a-tor...”

Well now. My mind and imagination
can rest.

Kelvinator play at the Tivoli with The
Gift for the Three D Discovery Night
on Thursday, September 15.

or better, we don’t know. There’s also a
chance that we might end up being some
dickheads who play the Venue when
we’re 50, playing 70s R n’B covers.”

Does Defamed use any gimmicks to at-
tract a crowd? “That’s what has been
missing, the wacky factor,” Mark la-
ments. “We’re going to have to get a sixth
member who doesn’t do anything except
be wacky on stage.” Who said music
takes itself too seriously!

Defamed are playing The Exeter hotel
this Friday, 16th September.

MYSTIFIED BY THE MATHS IN
MICROBIOLOGY? STUMPED BY
THE STATS IN PSYCHOLOGY?

Why not drop in to the Maths Learning
Centre (“downstairs” in the Hughes Plaza)
where there are friendly tutors available
to help you FOR FREE over a cup of
coffee.

The drop-in facility is available to all Ad-
elaide Uni students taking any first sub-
ject involving maths or stats, whether it
be in Economics or Astronomy, Agricul-
ture or Genetics!

Open 10am to 4pm daily. Phone 303
5862 for more information.

Centre now open Wednes-
!
Stop Press! day evenings 4pm to 6pm.
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“Hello tape recorder.” So my interview
with Duane, the bass player from Happy
Patch commenced over a pale ale at the
Exeter. Happy Patch have come a fair
distance since their conception a long
time ago. Recently (about a year ago)
joined by bass player Duane, the rhythm
section has changed, whilst the rest have
remained. Their musical style has var-
ied somewhat, partly due to line-up
changes. They released a CD about six
weeks ago distributed through Mds,
called Oleander Land.

“The CD is called Oleander Land, as
that’s the name of the second track; and
as we say in every interview, it’s actu-
ally an artistic critique of the western
suburbs. It’s actually about the western
suburbs where there’s a hell of a lot of
Oleander trees and they’re actually poi-
sonous.”

Duane actually believes that Happy
Patch are a western suburbs band, de-
spite the fact that they do not play out
west terribly much. It’s more an image
kind of thing;

“Yeah, we thrive on non-image. If we
have a t-shirt made hopefully it will have
a cynical message attached to it. We're
a bunch of grouchy old men. The west-
ern suburbs and this band go together,
although they got me from the south-
ern suburbs. [don’t know if it’s us push-
ing ourselves like we’re outsiders, but

Sealing

About three years ago, a song raised
heads around the world. It was played
on radio stations in virtually every
country, went Top 10 in almost as many
singles charts and generally signalled
the arrival of a new voice. That song
was “Crazy” and the singer was, of
course, Seal.

Three years on, do a word associa-
tion test with the name Seal, and
“Crazy” is one word virtually every-
one will come up with first. Somewhat

September 1 2

of happiness in

it’s kind of like we’re coming from an-
other planet.” Hmmm. Well what planet
is Duane on anyway? Old? Hardly.

It’s interesting to note that more and
more local bands are releasing CDs, in
fact, it’s almost becoming a prerequisite
for touring and getting well-paid gigs.

“When I joined the band, the goals
were to tour interstate and release a
CD... Complete world domination did
come up at one stage, but somehow I
don’t think it’s going to happen because
we come from Adelaide; nah, just jok-
ing.”

Well, although it is dubious as to
whether Happy Patch will ever conquer
the world, touring interstate is definitely
on the cards, therefore fulfilling at least
one of their goals. It’s to be expected
that they’re a bit sick of playing the well-
worn circuit around Rundle St, espe-
cially given how long they’ve been
around.

“We’re one of the few bands that have
survived for five years. I can’t say ‘we’
as I haven’t been in the band for five
years. Most bands seem to last about
two years and die, it’s a bit of a shame.”
Despite the fact that Happy Patch have
been around for a fair while, they’re still
churning out the songg; in fact, another
EP is on the horizon for early next year
partly due to encouragement from Mds.
It’s rumoured that Karl from the now

1S fate

lost in the (admittedly deserved) focus
on that one song is the fact that Seal is
not merely another one-hit wonder, He
had established himself in the world of
contemporary music long before, had
a whole album full of great songs at
that time, and now has another fantas-
tic album, which, apparently just to
confuse the hell out of suppliers, record
store managers and customers, is also
self-titled, like his debut.

Seal 2, as it is being referred to, does
not feature any one
stand-out song in the
mould of “Crazy”. In-
stead, it is a collection
of tunes, any one of
which deserves to stand
by itself. Combined on
one disc, it all adds up
to fifty minutes of soul-
ful, harmonic music
which defies categori-
sation (I suppose
“soul” would be the
closest thing one could
describe it as). It is mu-
sician’s music, music
which must be heard
rather than listened to.

Seal first gained rec-
ognition when his con-
tribution put
Adamslki’s “Space Jun-
gle” on top of the
charts. He- subse-
quently signed with
WEA, recorded Seal,
released “Crazy” and

defunct Truck Train Tractor is starting
up a record label and is interested in
putting something out from Happy
Patch. Who knows? Only time will tell.
It seems that Happy Patch are receiving
a fair bit of attention. Before Oleander
Land was released, they featured on The
Sound Barrier:
a compilation
of local bands
put together
by Butchered
Productions.
The Sound
Barrier was
basically a
professional
demo of
Butchered’s
bands (some
of them have
already bro-
ken up), and.
this  demo
seemed to work for Happy Patch, as
they received attention from Mds
through the compilation. Getting back
to their song writing:

“This is the problem you see, when we
put out the CD, the newest of the songs
was six months old, there’s not much
you can do about it, you’ve got to play
the songs in a little bit. The songs that
we've decided for the new CD have al-

... you know the rest. Follow-up hits
“Future Love Paradise” and “The Be-
ginning” also finished high on the
charts; Seal sold 3 million copies world-
wide and the music world had a unique
new voice.

In fact, it is Seal’s voice which makes
him so immediately recognisable. As he
says himself, “I want my voice to be
like an instrument, a rhythmic and
melodic part of each song.” Take out
his voice from his songs, and they be-
come nice but ineffectual tunes; this is
even more the case on Seal 2,

The first noticeable difference between
his debut and his current album is Seal’s
shift away from the more technology-
oriented rhythm parts featured on
songs such as “Crazy”, and shift to-
wards more ‘organic’, sparse instru-
mentation, which brings out his voice
even more. The keyboard now serves
as a background to the other instru-
ments, rather than as the central back-
ground instrument. The one thing that
has remained constant is the quality of
the songs. As mentioned before, there
is no one standout, the first single
“Prayer For The Dying” being the clos-
est thing to one, and also, according to
Seal, “... very representative of the feel
of the whole of the album. It has a very
cohesive message.” Other great songs
include “Bring It On”, “Don’t Cry” (no
relation to Guns N’Roses” “Don’t
Cry”), “Kiss From A Rose” and “I'm
Alive”. Several big names appear as
guest musicians, including Jeff Beck and
Joni Mitchell, but don’t let that put you

Music

) leander Land

ready been superseded, we're writing
songs hand over fist.”

Duane believes that the live scene is
actually improving; with both audience
numbers and quality of bands, especially
‘young’ bands like the Miltons, Defamed
and Sin Dog Jellyroll. When I asked him

if he had any wise words of advice, he
replied:

“It’s pretty hard for me, ’'m stuck”.

Happy Patch will probably be playing
sometime soon, somewhere. Check the
gig guide and check them out. Alterna-
tively (or additionally) grab their CD
Oleander Land from any good record
store for around 12 bucks.

Tracy Skehan

off; Seal wrote or co-wrote every song,

The mood varies from solemn to joy-
ful: unlike many current acts, Seal re-
tains a positive attitude towards life
rather than taking an apathetic stance
towards the world’s problems, while all
the time remaining aware of same prob-
lems: “In a world that’s constantly
plagues by disasters, I think that it is
important, however difficult it may
sometimes seem, to keep crossing that
bridge of peace ...

Love, life and eternal happiness.”

Florian Minzlaff

Quotations from WEA and Seal 2 al-

bum sleeve

Giveaways

Casssingles and
cassettes aplenty
including Paul
Kelly, Barker, Chris
Wilson and even
Nathan Cavaleri.

Just come into the
On Dit office be-
tween 1 and 4 on
Tuesday and grovel.

23




A Heart in Winter, Trak

Maxime loves Camille. Camille loveés
Maxime ... or does she love Stéphane?
Does Stéphane love anyone?! Love is a
confusing thing, isn’t it, boys and girls?

The latest French offering to belatedly
appear on Adelaide screens is A Heart
in Winter, directed and co-written by
Claude Sautet. Stéphane (Daniel
Auteuil) and Maxime (André Dussollier)
are friends and business partners who
repair and make violins. Camille
(Emmanuelle Béart) is a talented young

violinist and a client of the two violin-
makers. Maxime is in love with Camille
and the pair are planning to move in
together. Sounds just peachy, doesn’t it?
But alas, life is never so simple in the
movies. Enter Stéphane. He and
Maxime have known each other for
years, and Stéphane has always been
content to take the back seat to the
debonair and charming Maxime but
now he subtly sets about changing the
equilibrium. He plays games with

Camille, slowly winning over her affec-
tions, only to pull away cruelly as soon
as she begins to fall in love with him.
Stéphane’s actions have a devastating
effect on both Camille and Maxime, and
on his relationship with them.

Essentially A Heart in Winter is a film
about relationships and human interac-
tion. The centre of the relationships ex-
amined is Stéphane. His heart is the
heart in winter - closed to the outside
world, and shutting out all warmth. He
cannot give of himself to others, and, as
a result, he ultimately finds himself iso-
lated. Stéphane is aware of his emotional
shortcomings, but is not willing to
change his ways.

This is a subtle and understated film,

Savage Nights, Mercury cinema

In 1989, Cyril Collard published Sav-
age Nights, a novel based on his own
life experiences. It was the story of an
HIV-positive bisexual man and his rela-
tionships with a teenage girl and a trou-
bled girl and a troubled young man.
Three years later, Collard brought his
novel to the big screen, directing and
starring in this project. Savage Nights
was his first, and also his last, full-length
film; Cyril Collard died of an AIDS-re-
lated illness in March 1993, three days
before his film won four prizes at the
César Awards.

In Savage Nights, Cyril Collard plays
Jean, a 30 year-old bisexual man with a
taste for living life in the fast lane. At
the beginning of the film, Jean is dis-
covered to be HIV-positive, Soon after,
he meets and becomes involved with
Laura (Romane Bohringer), a tempes-
tuous 17 year-old. They fulfil each oth-
er’s need for warmth and affection, but
this is not enough to satisfy Jean. Unbe-
known to Laura, he is also seeing Samy
(Carlos Lopez), a wild and violent young
man. Laura adores Jean, and will do
anything to keep him, while Samy is just
using him; yet Jean cannot choose be-
tween the two. The process of coming

to terms with the AIDS virus also adds
to Jean’s confusion.

Savage Nights is a film about love and
life - it is a love story with a difference
and a celebration of life. Jean has AIDS,
but is not the AIDS virus which is im-
portant - it is his way of dealing with
being HIV-positive. He runs between
relationships, trying to make some sense
of his life, but he cannot find himself
until he comes to terms with the changes
to which he has been subjected. Jean
resolves his inner conflict when he stops
looking at the AIDS virus as a death sen-
tence and focuses on life, making the
most of it. Jean realises that he loves life;
he is “in life”, not despite his illness, but
rather because of it - because every mo-
ment is precious and worth living for.

The film is like a documentary which
follows Jean’s life as he stumbles
through his relationships and deals with
the changes in his life. It cuts rapidly
form scene to scene, creating a sense of
urgency which reflects Jean’s confusion.
Many scenes seem to have been shot
with hand-held cameras, and the move-
ment and blur give the impression that
we are intruding on a private moment
which has been secretly captured on film

- it is almost like watching a real-life ex-
perience. The characters are very real
and believable, and the actors effectively
bring out their faults and complexities.
Romane Bohringer won a César for
Most Promising New Actress for her
portrayal of Laura.

Savage Nights has come under criti-
cism for not being ‘representative’ or
providing a positive model when deal-
ing with issues relating to AIDS and ho-
mosexuality. The criticism is aimed at
the fact that Jean has unprotected sex
with Laura without telling her he is HIV
positive, and also at his varied sexual

Schwarzenfest

True Lies, Greater Union

I really thought this was a cool movie,
mostly. The action bits are incredible. |
heard somewhere that this is the most ex-
pensive movie ever made (just beating
Arnie’s last most-expensive-movie-ever-
made) and it is not hard to see why. Har-
rier jets, missiles, flame throwers, rocket
launchers and a nuclear explosion explode
across the screen in Digital Surround
Sound. Oooooh. ‘
~ Arnold Schwarzenegger is Harry Tasker,
a special agent for Omega Sector, a top-
secret government agency. Top-secret, as
in really; even his wife, Helen (Jamie Lee
Curtis) doesn’t know. She thinks he’s a
salesman. .

Harry Tasker thinks he has discovered
his wife is having an affair, inconveniently
right when he’s very busy chasing nuclear
powered bad guys. The bad guys are Ar-
abs, Hollywood having already exhausted
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the world supply of Soviet, Cuban and
South African bad guys.

Above all else, Arnie is a family man. So
he feels perfectly justified in taking time
off from national security and spending
time working out his marriage. Of course,
his way of doing this is by putting taps on
his wife’s phones, bugs in her handbag,
and having her chased across the city by
heavily armed teams of special agents in
fast cars and a helicopter. And that’s just
to start off with. Arnie’s task: to fix his
marriage and the terrorist problem before
the end of the movie. Sound impossible?
Not at all. Besides, it’s a long movie. In
fact, it’s a bit overlong, but not teeth-grind-
ingly so. Maybe Arnie should drop a note
to Costner mentioning how well the oc-
casional explosion livens up a two and half
hour epic. That’s what Wyatt needed -
Harrier jets.

True Lies is very Bondesque. Gadgets,
guns and gizmos galore, and the requisite
pursuit on skis through a woodland
snowscape in a barrage of gunfire. Also,
please notice the ragged-hero-walking-
out-of-the-flames scene.

Tom Arnold (as in Roseanne) plays ‘Gib’,
the thoroughly offensive best friend and
partner of Tasker. He’s worth quite a few
laughs.

Okay, I’ve told you the plot, and I’'ve
given due time to the neato action scenes,
now it’s gripe-time. Keep in mind that big
ol’ Arnie campaigned for the Republicans
in the last presidential elections. That
might explain why his values, to judge by
this effort, are completely crap. Every
woman in the movie gets called a bitch,
slapped around and treated like a whore.
By the end of the movie I was overwhelm-
ingly tired of the word ‘bitch’, We have
‘the bitch’, ‘crazy bitch’, ‘psychotic bitch’,
and my favourite ‘ditch the bitch.’ We also
had the touching “You’re damaged goods,
lady.’ You forgot one, Arnie! You forgot
‘mad feminist bitch with a grudge and an
icepick, chiselling “Shut up, Muscle-head”

yet it effectively conveys emotions, di-
lemmas and heartaches. Like the accom-
panying music (Ravel’s two string So-
natas and Trio), the film is emotive with-
out being over the top. It is definitely
an example of less is more - glances,
gestures and lingering looks often re-
place dialogue and can be a far more
effective means of communication. This
is mainly because of the stregth of the
cast. Auteuil, Béart and Dussollier
breathe life into their characters mak-
ing them real and tangible.

A Heart in Winter is very slick, very
sophisticated and very stylish. Very
French. Oh oui.

Li Fung

practices, which include group sex with
strangers who go to certain secluded
areas looking for sex. However, Savage
Nights is not an advertisement for safe
sex, neither does it purport to make gen-
eral statements about gays and bisexu-
als. It is the honest and real account of
one man’s experiences - it reflects the
reality of his situation. The object of the
film is not to generalise or set examples.
Savage Nights s a gritty, honest and un-
compromising film, and a fitting trib-
ute to the talent of Cyril Collard.

Li Fung

into your skull while you sleep.” Oh, and
I particularly like the way Arnie treats his
wife, The brief synopsis above should give
you an idea of his high-tech, but never-
theless stone-age approach to marital bliss.
His terribly sensitive solution involved the
agency threatening her, and forcing her
into masquerading as a prostitute. She had
to dance provocatively clad only in a G-
string and a bra for Arnie (in disguise) who
she thought was an international arms
dealer. You’re a man after my own heart,
Lunkhead.

Despite these complaints, if you like ac-
tion movies, see it - it’s cool. The plot’s a
bit thin, and a bit wanky, but in the last
half hour the action element starts to
gather momentum and it is absolutely
amazing. If you think the crappy bits will
annoy you - see it, but express yourself. I
suggest an interactive movie-going expe-
rience. When you hear the word ‘bitch’,
shout “Who asked you, shit-head?”. Or
offer advice, “Kick the bastard, Honey.”
Tell ‘em how you feel. 'm sure no one
will mind. :

Kim Evans

On Dit



Something fishy

Although for many years it seemed as
though it had well and truly died, after its
revival last year the Law Revue seems set
to re-establish itself as an annual tradition
at Adelaide Uni. A Fish Called Rwanda
opens on September 22nd in the Little
Theatre. Asha Mayer spoke to the two
writer/directors, David Emery and Wendy
Poulton to find out all about it.

Asha: So what exactly is the law revue?

David: It’s basically law students being
stupid on stage.

Wendy: It’s a series of sketches which
don’t follow a consistent line, it’s obviously
not like a play, there’s not really a theme.
Law sketches do crop up, but it’s certainly
not an in-house production, you don’t
have to be a law student to understand it.
A lot of different topics are covered, we’ve
got television and culture sort of things,
we’ve got political sort of sketches.

Asha: So it’s not based around the law
school it’s based around much more gen-

eralised legal issues?

Wendy: Yeah. It only has one or two
sketches in the entire revue that are based
around the law school specifically.

David: The odd lecturer we will be pay-
ing the crap out of.

Wendy: The lecturer jokes are the only
ones you have to be a law student to un-
derstand, and we’ve kept them to an ab-
solute minimum. We want to make it ac-
cessible to every student.

Asha: Explain the title to me,

David: Well, we really struggled with the
title. It was probably the hardest thing to
write. All the skits flowed reasonably well,
but the title took more thinking than the
rest of it put together. We just of threw a
whole lot of aims and ideas together, and
thought about doing law related titles and
couldn’t come up with anything that re-
ally caught our attention.

Wendy: And then Dave just came up with
A Fish Called Rwanda and it was so stu-

Very

slick

Seeing Things, Not So Straight Theatre

Into a very ordinary flat, containing a
positively fourth-rate wardrobe, moves
Clarrie. The wardrobe is important, pro-
viding as it does an introduction to a ghost,
the place where Mac loses his virginity
and, in the grandest traditions of farce, a
hiding place for most of the characters
caught up in the absurd and very enter-
taining events portrayed for us in Seeing
Things. This latest entertainment from
Not So Straight Theatre is definitely farce,
of the highest quality. Three-dimensional
characters, usually the first victim of the
need to ham it up occasionally, are only
one of the achievements of the playwright
and cast. The script is tightly written and
delivered, my only quibble being with one
or two of the sexual references in the first
act. Not all were unnecessary - anyone
who doesn’t laugh at Clarrie’s first bonk
in his new flat has a problem, probably
with their ‘mother. The play also boasts
the least gratuitous, extended fart joke I've
heard for ages. A few, however, merely
lend a temporary undergraduate tone to
what is otherwise a slick and well-executed
work.

Briefly then, Clarrie moves in, and soon
is presented with the disturbingly well-
proportioned body of his idol, Randy - a
man who has been dead for three weeks.
They’re made for each other. It’s just gotta
be. After all, this is a love story right?

Well, yes, and there’s a lot of love in this
play. Clarrie loves Earl, he thinks, but we
all know he loves Randy, really, and Earl
really only loves himself, not his girlfriend,
nor his boyfriend - well, not his first boy-
friend but there’s a chance that his second
boyfriend could sort him out a bit, if they
can ever stop bonking long enough to have
a chance to talk, and Ziggie is far too busy
consorting with just about every lesbian
who ever strode any sort of stage to help
anyone. Dead ones only, of course. That
only leaves Mac, who hasn’t consorted
with a live one for a while, either. In fact
ever,

With a set-up like that you barely need a

plot. The lives (and non-lives) of these
people (and ex-people) unfold both hilari-
ously.and revealingly over two hours. Hi-
lariously indeed - the funny lines come at
speed. The best moments are those when
three-quarters of the audience suddenly
sees itself on stage. I saw plenty of cou-
ples turn simultancously to face one an-
other, grin that grin of slightly embar-
rassed intimacy, and then dissolve into
guffaws. Some of the responses taught me
a bit about some of my near neighbours,
but the play is revealing in more ways than
that - giving us five founded, believable
characters. You know people like these.

Christian Goldworthy is winsome as
Clarrie, Steve Rex Craig succeeds in mak-
ing his offensively cute Randy very like-
able and David Adams is skittish virgin-
ity to a tee. Annabel Giles never lets her
accent or vivaciousness waver for a mo-
ment, and Geoff Revell, with perhaps the
hardest task as the unsympathetic Earl, is
disturbingly credible as he blusters, “I'm
not a poofter, I’ve got a girlfriend”. All do
an excellent job.

As well as being uproarious, the script is
intelligent and thoughtful. Clarrie has
some important questions to face, when
he gets the chance, and his friendship with
Ziggie is a mature and very human rela-
tionship, or at least as real as you can be
when dealing with a person whose cur-
rent lover is Virginia Woolf. Randy, too,
is no lump of meat, which lends credibil-
ity to Clarrie’s turning fascination with the
anatomy of his favourite porn star into
the adult appreciation for the real thing
(well, almost) which makes him face the
aforementioned questions.

In short, this play has the works: sharp
wit, good acting, a great set, some fine
observations and a small handful of silly
dick-jokes. Don’t let the last put you off.

Seeing Things will be on at the Space,
Festival Centre, on September 14-17 in-
clusive.

Nick Fryer
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pid we knew that was the answer. A
number of times I’ve thought “that’s re-
ally tasteless”, but I don’t really think it
is, we’re just using the title we’re not mak-
ing any sort comment about Rwanda. It’s
just a bad pun.

Asha: Can you reveal any of the skits?

Wendy: There’s the obligatory Spelling
production send up, we’ll leave you to
guess as to which one it is (David: it’s not
Beverly Hills). A snoop look inside the
Adelaide Club. We have got a few skits
that touch on Rwanda and other interna-
tional issues, in a very flippant, humor-
ous way. Days of our Lives - my inspira-
tion all comes from Days of Our Lives.
And there may be an appearance from a
well know Adelaide Crow....

Asha: Who did most of the writing?

Wendy: David did most of the writing, [
contributed four or five sketches. A lot of
the best ideas though don’t come from you
just sitting down and thinking how can I
best send this up — it comes from the cast
stuffing around, adding things on, so you
think- hey this is good, we’ll keep that.

Asha: Who's in the cast?

David: They’re basically all law students,
with a couple of honorary law students -
one’s doing Arts, and the other one ~ 1
think he works at a golf club.

Wendy: There’s eleven cast members,
plus David and I are doing a little bit of
acting. Plus 8 crew, comes to maybe
twenty odd people involved plus front of
house plus ticket sellers- so a lot of the

theatre

law school is involved.

Asha: A lot of last year’s cast members
are also in Parting Company, who regu-
larly do their own revues, including
HooHuy just a few weeks ago. Has it been
difficult to establish a fresh style of your
own?

Wendy: We’ve been very careful to make
sure we haven’t followed anything that
they’ve done. Obviously they’ve started
the set up of it, things like where we’ll get
sponsorship from and that sort of thing,
but the whole idea of the production has
been different. It’s very different from
HooHa as well in that it has a political
angle. HooHa was very much a cultural
satire, I think. The law revue does have
political comment in it.

David: There’s been three revues on this
year. Three Times in One Night- they
called it a revue but it wasn’t laugh out
loud sort of funny it was more of a quiet
chuckle piece — it had fairly sharp writ-
ing. HooHa and the Law Revue are prob-
ably more the traditional revue style of
things. What distinguishes the Law Revue
is that there will be perhaps more of a
concentration on the law itself as a sub-
ject.

A Fish Called Rwanda only runs for a
very short season of three nights, so if it
tickles your fancy you may need to get
organised, since keen law lecturers, eager
perhaps to see what dirt their students
have dredged up on their colleagues, are
already booking tickets.

On Dit has three double passes to A Fish Called Rwanda to give away.
If you would like one, just come down to the On Dit office on
Wednesday at 1pm and say please.
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MA and PhD

by research thesis in Drama Studies

for further information
Dr. Robert Kimber

Have you considered taking...

at the University of Adelaide?

..taking a multi-cultural perspective on society
exploring new ways of thinking about performance

APPLICATIONS

are now called for the following courses...

Honours BA (Drama Studies)

specially designed for candidates with a background of formal studies and prac-
tical achievements in drama...topics may be selected from theory and analysis;
dramatic literature; playwriting; social and community work; education; arts
administration...all negotiable part-time or full-time.

MA and Graduate Dlploma (Educational Theatre)

APPLICATIONS for entry in 1995, close October 31, 1994

Head: Department of Drama
Tel: (08) 303 3762; Fax (08) 303 4393




sport/books

It's competition time again so get those
wacky captions happening to match
the pics you see before you. Beers are
at stake with a 6 pack going to the best
caption provided for each photo.
Entries close at 5pm Thursday so if
you wish to sample some of the
Unibar's finest then get 'em in!

Results

Football (Grand Finals)

A6 Reserves: Uni 17.7 d Broadview
11.8

Best: Bruhn, Paltridge, Priest
A8:Uni 11.14 d Gaza 6.12

Best: Shierlaw, Warwick, Wilson
A8 Res: Uni 18.13 d Gaza 5.5
Best: Hutchinson, Kerslake,
Holsman

Hockey

Men

Div. 2: Uni 6 d Seacliff 1
Div. 3: Uni 8 d Seacliff 1
Div. 4: Uni 4 d Seacliff 2
Women

State League

Uni SdNEHC 1
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Travellin' good times

Reality is the Buyg that bit me in the Galapagos -
Trips in the Amevicas
Charlotte DuCann and Mark Watson. Flamingo, $16.95

The blurb on the back cover of this book
announces “this is no ordinary travel
book,” and I'm inclined to agree. The two
authors tell their stories in tandem: how
they left lovers, jobs and security in Lon-
don to travel through South America in
search of magic and spiritual renewal,
Their journey takes them through Mexico,
Guatemala, Honduras, Ecuador, Bolivia
and Chile. Instead of visiting temples,
monuments and waterfalls etc, the pair
choose to avoid “gringo-like” tourist
traps. They lead a nomadic lifestyle (al-
though supported by limitless supplies of
cash) which allows them to meet an amaz-
ing range of people and immerse them-
selves in South American culture. Much
of the charm of the book comes from the
authors’ willingness to experiment. Their
travels bring them into contact with bi-
zarre foods, dances, rituals and religions.
Together they abandon the sterile philoso-
phies they were brought up on and em-
brace the mystery and passion of South
American cultures, The book has an in-
novative structure: chapters are very short,
and are interspersed with poems and pho-
tos. It is in the poetry department that the
book seems to lose its way. Some of the
poems are effective in conveying the
moods of the authors and their sense of
emancipation; others, however, are cryp-
tic and pretensious: "Toorah loorah
loorah/ Toorah loorah looraly."

The authors recount their experiences

with a great deal of intimacy. They share
their love affairs, their diseases and even
their bowel problems with the reader. This
may sound a bit disgusting, but the au-
thors’ sense of humour and their What the
fuck? attitude makes their honesty like-
able and refreshing. Realsy is the Bug is
lots of fun as a guide to living in South
America mainly because it is so personal-
ised and original. This approach makes
the book far more than just a tourist’s ac-
count.

Tom Griffith
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Wanna get rocked?

Learn Rock’n’Roll. Simple
method, quick results. Monday,
Wednesday or Friday, 7.30 pm,
or social dancing or social Latin
dancing 8.30 pm. Courses - $39
each or both - $70. Danceland,
650 South Road (next to
tramline) 345 5817 or 415
7718.

Adelaide Uni Astronomical
Society

Adelaide Uni Astronomical So-
ciety presents a talk “A new tel-
escope for the Highest Energy
Particles” by Dr Roger Clay
(Physics and Mathematical
Physics Dept) and a film. $1
members, $2 non members.
Cake and coffee will be pro-
vided. Wednesday 21st Septem-
ber, 7-10pm, Kerr Grant Lec-
ture Theatre, Physics Dept,
Adelaide Uni.

For Sale

Vespa, 200cc, 6 months rego,
excellent condition. $1500. 346
4743,

Auditions

We've Got A Tent: a Load of
Old Bollocks about the Envi-
ronment. (New Australian
Black Comedy for the ‘90s,
written by David Mills and
Daniel Cardone). Director Don
Barker. Season Dec 1 -10. Lit-
tle Theatre.

Audition day Saturday Septem-
ber 17. Ring 303 5999 week-
days 10-3 for appointment and
details.

Stephen Cole Prizes
Nominations are invited for the
1994 Stephen Cole the Elder
Prizes for Teaching, and for
Scholarships or the Creative
Arts. Forms and details are
available from Sharon Mosler,
extn 35963. Nominations must
reach the Office of the Deputy
V-C (Academic) by 31 October
1994.

Accompanist/actress-
Opportunity for piano playing
female, as Ethel Cooper in Ring
the Bell Softly... (1986 Festival
fringe Award Winner). Season
dates Oct 26-29, Nov 2-5. Di-
rected by Julianne English.
Contact 303 5999 now for an
audition.

Septemb

Anyone for Tennis?

The Adelaide University Lawn
Tennis Club will be starting the
1994 - 95 season with a tennis
day at the Club courts (Bundeys
Road, Park 10, North Ad-
elaide) on Sunday, 9th October
from 12 noon and would like
to invite people interested in
joining the Club to come along,.
Contact James McCarthy on
332 7398 for further details
about the Club.

For Sale

Pager. Only $100 (half original
price). 6 months old, still un-
der guarantee. Uniden
alphanumerie. Drop a note in

Tracy Skehan’s pigeonhole in
Omn Dit.

Fun Running

There are only a few weeks to
the annual Spring Fun Run or-
ganised by the Uni Gym on
Friday 7 October at 1:10pm.
Now is the time to start train-
ing! All University students,
their friends, husbands, wives,
dogs, etc are invited to partici-
pate. This is definitely a FUN
event so it would be good to
see lots of walkers, walk/run-
ners enjoying the scenery of
the 5.3 km course. This course
is the usual one which com-
mences on the parklands in
front of the Gym and follows
the Torrens to the Weir and
back. Join us and receive a
diploma for your efforts.
Free drinks will be available
after the run. Why not gather
some friends together and run
as a team, minimum of four
people.

For further information please
contact the Uni Gym on 267
2926.

Flat to Rent

Goodwood, $80 per week. 1
bedroom, built-ins, fridge,
phone available immediately.
$320 bond. Telephone: 337
5290.

Bum

A mistake has been made in the
holiday dates given in the 1994
Student Diary, The mid-semes-
ter break dates for this year’s
second semester are 19 Septem-
ber to 30 September, not 26
September to 7 October. They
are a week earlier than indi-
cated in the diary.
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Pride

This week’s Pride meeting has
been cancelled so that members
can attend the protest against
proposals for up-front fees for
University students: 1pm on the
Barr Smith Lawns - make sure
you are there to protest the im-
minent destruction of our edu-
cation system.

AUSKI AGM

Wednesday 14th September
1:15pm

The Snow Ski Club requires a
new committee of scammers for
the 1995 season. All members
are encouraged to come along
and vote in the Irene Watson
Room (level 5 Union building,
near the Unibar toilets). Bring
a pen to scratch your mark on
the club’s recently acquired
stack of ballot papers.

P.S. We still have a few Rusty
polo neck tops for sale. For
enquiries, call Ralph on 278
3103.

Achtung

The Adelaide University Ger-
man Club presents Andorra by
Max Frisch. Thursday 15th and
Friday 16th September, 1 pm
and 7.30 pm. Saturday 17th
September, 7.30 pm. Little
Theatre, Union Complex, Un-
ion Building (opposite Victoria
Drive Footbridge). Tickets $8
Adults, $5 Students. For book-
ings, phone Carsten on 364
2284.

Share Accomodation
Female to share 3 bedroom
home with 2 male students.
Great home - with carport/shed
on quiet street. Close to bus
stops and shops. Located in
Broadview. »

Can move in immediately.
$43.50 rent per week (+$166
bond and expenses).

Ring 269 4351 (and ask for
Mark).

Community Aid Abroad

We need at least ten public spir-
ited, globally minded, and
hopefully enthusiastic people to
participate in a voluntary
doorknock on the 18th Septem-
ber (first Sunday of the holi-
days). You won’t be on your

own. Who knows, you might .

get a tan or meet someone re-
ally nice. If you would like to

- help out, call Sally 379 3450.
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conjunction with
Resistance present a
World Series Debate:

“That The Simpsons are more
informative than the news"
Wednesday 1:15
Unibar
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