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Of Eritish enterprises in the Central Pacific few have baen

more successful than that establish=d at the birth of this cen-

tury on Nauru and Ocean Islands. To-day these small islets

which in 1890 were almost unknown, are world-famed, and seeing
that they provide the onz form of mineral wezlth which the Brit-
ish Empire in other quarters totally lacks, thsy ars ex tremely

valuable.

The purchase of the phosphate resources of these islands
by the governments of Britain, Ausitralia and New Z3aland, togethar
with the terms of sale has given matter for discussion in Par-
liamznt and out of it to members of the thrae legislaturss, and
this was made a cause of concern to the taxpayar. But to-day
the great public is beginning to realiss that their proparty is
even more valuable than at first was supposed.

The history of thes opening of theve phospﬁata r2sourcas has
begen alludz2d to uy morz2 than one wri ter as a chap ter of romance.
Pages of tunis rowancs, so island habituzas claim, ;xg,to be found:
in the story of the doings of one, John Arundel who " rOIvaar a

quartsr of last century sailad the South Seas and explored un-

inhabi ted islands in ssarch of fortune that for that priod wag ;>

ext remely elusivs. Meanwhile he found and worked deposits ong}[v
guano on these islands and kﬂpt d:ar1es from which the talelf:” £

the workings has now been c ipiluﬁ}
ka ﬁn“J
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In those ycars of wandaring, the diariat;gained the exper-
isnce winich was to bring so spesdily th: now famous stations
at Nauru and Ocaan.into the position they occupy as the szat of
ths premier antsrprise of the Central Pacific. And it was in
those ysars he lsarnad the lessons in diplomacy which enabled
him to hold thess stores for britain at a time when anothsr
world-powsr was keen to grasp all island trsasure.

A glance at the map will show how wide an ocsan itinsrary
was followad in thes working of thess guano dsposits. During soms
thirty years the employaés of tha J. T. Arundel and Pacific Is-
lands Companies succassively workaed tha daposits on Starbuck,
Caroline and Voato*k Islands, Christmas Island (Paéific not
Indian Ocean), Fanning, Flint, Sydney, Canton, Bnderbury, Raker

and Howland Island.

With the Howland Island fizld the known deposits of guano
in the eastarn and central Pacific wers used up and operations
ware then opsned on islands off the Qu2ensland coast - Raine
Island in Torres St, Rocky Id. in the Gulf of Carpantaria and
Lady £lliott, Bunker and North West Islands off ths South Queens-
land coast. Furthser refarsncas to the.%Hp partiy show how great
wW3r3 the geographical difficulties to be overcoms. Most of thaee
islands wers uninhabi tad and far from trading routss. Usually
they were low lying, rising only a few feet abova high-water mark,
80 that at night they wers hardly vieible and ware a sarious

mariace to any ships that driftsd into their nsighbourhood. Gener-
ally they wera tresless and very often without watar.

The day 1s not far distant when soms of thse pionaar condi-
tions will bs forgottsn in the islands. Presarved foods, cold
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storag2s and wirelsss telegraphy have alr3ady magically changed
gome of them in tha more populous archipelagoss, and it is not
difficult to conczive a further amelioration when airships par-
haps carry island mails.

In the 'fifties ,'sixties' and'seventies , howsver, tha cable
nad not arrived, and steamships were fow when the agricultural
wofld of Britain wakenzd all suddenly to the discovery of the
valua of phosphates. England and her dspsndencies had no reli-
avle supply of whgtlwas now discoverad in the form of sup2rphnos-
phates to be the finest of all fertilissrs. Up to the 'forties
agriculturis ts throughout the world had usad chisfly bones; espe-
cially was this the demand of th2 English farmer, and crushesd bons
was spr2ad so lavishly on his fields that before ths war one Ger-
man writer straafed loudly, declaiming in terus that sound almost
familiar against British greed. In this cas3 bone-dust not tar-

ritory was the burdsn of his complaint.

"EBngland is robbing other nations of their fartility”
stormed Lisbag, telling that in this s2arch for bones, the battle
fielde of Leipsig, Waterloo and the Crimea had baan robbed, while
from the catacombs of Sicily skeletons of wholsa successivae gene-
rations had been torn. So declarad thes angry Teuton savant
right back in th2 thirtiass, while Bismarck was still only a
roystaring student at Ge ttingen.

Tn 1840, Liebsg himsslf treated crushad bonss with sulphuric acid
to render them availabls for increasing the stors of phosphoric

acid in the soil, and in 1843 Sir John Lawes dissolvad minaral
phosphates,(chiefly coprolit 2s from English counties and apati tes
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from Canada) for the manufacture of super-phosphates. Perhaps

the German protsst had ite effact; more probably, the s tore of

bones wws running short, for, from this dats, the manufacturers

of fertilisers looksad further afield for raw material. And then
came into consideration the phosphate guanos of the Cantral and
South Pacific.

To ths discovery and opening up of guano deposits John )
Arundsl, agent for a big English-firm, turned his attention. |
His scheme was to dig out the deposits on the littls known ie-
lands and to plant cocoanuts which would maintain 1ife and ren-
der visible these rocks 80 nz2arly hidden aven in daylight.
Ultimately a supply of copra would b2 assur=sd for commerce.

Later the J. T. Arundel Co. was initiated and worked through
availalle Pacific stores, both in mid-ocean and off the Australian
coas t.

While opsrations were being éarried on on the Queensland

Islandse, a change of business mathods bacoming naecessary to suit

mors modern coandi tions, the dissolution of the small compuny was

oo ted. Lady £1liot Island wus not yet worksd out when the
Pacific Islands Co., a much biguer association, was formad to
take over the businass of the original firm togsthsr with other
island trading concerns, cocoanut and psarl-shell propertiass.
When work on Norith-West Islaund was finishad ths stores of the

than known guano islands in the Pacific were practrically sxhaust-

ed. For a time prospacting expvaditions sent out by the naw

R et
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company were unsucc2ssful; but with the birth of the century

el

the finest deposits of rock phosphates in the Pacific were dis-
coversd at Nauru and Ocean Islands clos2 to the Equator.

At present thasse deposits give the highast parcentage of
pure phosphoric acid of any supply in the world, and this store,
although not inexhaus table, is second only to that of Tunis and
the United States. With ths opening up of Nauru and Ocean
Islandslths Pacific Islands company gave way to tha Pacific
Phosphates Co.;, & psriod of unexampled prosperity s2t in and
the later entriss in the diary tell of succaess that p3rhaps John

Arundel alone of all the original company had ever forsssen.

Apart from success, however, it may bs claimed that the
doings in the East and Central Pacific of ths firms with which
the diarist was associat:d, not only 2xtendesd South Sz2a commercs
but dsvelopad international ralationships.

The settlemsnts on distant islands atwacted trading vessels
other than ths craft immediataly eng:ged in the guano trads.
That the nz2arss v ports vsnstritad 2normously by the opsning of
these works is proved by refaraence to balancs-shasts ot governing
bodies in all the towns of tha Qusensland cousts and thars is
no douniﬁiﬁz} the phosphate industry heslpsd with the sstaplish-
ment of wic@}telagraphy to link up many distant stations.

The travellar nad always distrustad German aggrandisasmsent
in the Pacific and in his nagotiations for the purchase of Nauru

and Ocean Islands d2posits his diplomacy was abundantly rewardsd

whsn it scored against Berlin. Good faeling betwsan the islands
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was fostered by the influsnce of a psrsonality that strongly
appealed to the nativ: tampsrament, and it is gensrally allowad
by authoritiss, official and other, that the private and business
relacions openad among th2 marchant magnates with whom John Arun- |
del wes associated in Japan played its part (small though it may ;{
have been) in strangthening between Britain and that country the ;f;

cordial friendship that has so long existad. \

———
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"16th July 1870. Paris. Reached Dover about 10.45 a.m. and

was soon steaming out of the harbour on board the mail packet
"Wave" bound for Calais and so on to Marseilles, Suez and Colombo
en route for Sydney, the Scuth Seas and Starbuck Island.

"When we entrained yesterday everyone was talkinz of the war
just declared between France and Prussia. DBoys were shouting ﬁhe
news everywhere, and it was said that several special correspond-
ents were in our train.

®Wo delay at Calais, luggage passed without examination.
Though all Paris seems alive to-night, there is not anything that
loocka like war yet.

Whe city is immensely improved since I was here in 1858."

S0 opens the journal written on the thigg?ﬁgyage of John T.
Arundel, ex-ghipping clerk in the employ of Messrs. Houlder Bros.
London, and now the pleni-potentiary of that firm bound for dis-
tant archipelagoes where he was 10 opeén up new ventures for his
company .

Since 1858 he had seen much - two voyages round the werld
had changed his point of view, and he himself was probably as
little the boy who had visited France twelve years before, as was

the Paris he remembered in the late fifties the Paris of the

4 cpening Franco-Prusaian War.

i
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Thsre'may be greybeards on trading stations of the far
Bacific who could tell of the traveller as he appeared on that
third voyage. Very few are alive who remember him on board the
fine ship "Golden Horn" setting out on his first travel year in
1661. On this first voyage round the world in search of health,
little record exists. ([ Old family letters speak of visits in Sydney,
Melbourne, Bathurst, and the opening in those towns of friendehips
that were to be lifelong. Later diaries give memories of "Nine days _
rain at Dunedin in 1861" of "English rcses at Hokitika" of a Maori
war dance seen at Auckland, and of Cartain Daldy at Cliff Cottage
in that year.)
But no record exists of what to his friends he claimed as
the turning pcint in his life, in civies - the call at the Chinchas
made after rounding Cape Horn, and the interest aroused there
by what he saw of the working of Scuth American guano.
Converﬂation.with gsome American fellow-passengers who were
trading in Pacific Island guano stimulated this interest, although it
does not seem to have revealed tc the young traveller how big was
the American trade at the time. Nor did anyone realise perhaps
how much the discoveries of phosphates at Idaho, Florida, etc.
were to modify not only the demand in Amsrica but the whole of

the Burcpean trade. b1 '
However, in 18f§, phosphates as fertilisers and as an agency

in the re establishment %ﬁgjouth ¢f Ingland industry were momentarily

in immense demand. On his return to London the young traveller,

hardly more than a boy then - (he was born in 1841) - in commenting

on these travels, dwelt on Liese reports from the Pacific Islands,

xih
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and on the mention made by Captain Daldy of the interest he held
in Starbuck Island on the fringe of the Central Pacific
where guano was sald to exist in quantities.

Members of the directorate of Messrs. Houlders had already
considered the ad&isabilitj of opening up connection with the
islands, and in 1868 the valued officer, as he wae in spite of
his youth, was again sent round the world, this time as the agent,
nct the guest of his company.

This trip was made on the "Canaan" direct to Australia and
New Zealand with fewer etops than on the last voyage. The outcome
was fhﬂ purchase of their rights in Starbuck from Captain Daldy's
firm and the appocintment of John Arundel as agent for Messrs. Hould-
cr Bros. in the acquisition of any other islands, and as manager of
whatever works might be opened up on Starbuck itself.

It is in the light they throw on the werking of these dis-
tant islande that the diariesz under consideration have interest.
To-day the demand'for phesphates is as keen as ever it wasjy public

(g/rinterest in the Xgland product of guano sand and rock phosphates
was perhaps nevel more alive than it is in these years of intensive
farming, and always the Pacific as a field for exploration and re-
search lras its own romantic setting.

Books touching Oceania are éany. Life here has been painted
from innumerable view-peints - the missionary, tke whaler, the
trader, the planter, the pearl-fisher, the beachcomber are all

known to readers of modern novels. Louis Becke has painted one phase

of island life, C'Brien gives another. Conrad's islands, like his
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characters, are essentially his own, and because they are so
much his they are delightfully oura.:_; But most of these writ-
ers refrain from touching actual historical happenings.

The diaries are concerned with the work of forty years. It is
not claimed that covering over a quarter of the last century's work in
the Pacific, they will give full details or full-lcngth portraits,
but they recount the histcry of an enterprise carried out among a
get of people, stcremen, clerks, sailors, sea-captains, island 3
labourers, and administrators of these islands who have probably never
been presented before.

The white population of the islands written of may be more
commonplace and therefore much less attractive than the @acific
herces and heroines of fiction, but they had their own interests,
tragedies and heroisms, and these island workings certainly reveal
that what success crowns Pacific speculation is not governed by any
law that touches actual merit.

For although he lived to see succees beyond his dreams, g
for thirty years the tale of John Arundel's doings in and about
the islands, is one of 2 prolonged struggle against odds. Neither
ags attormey for Messrs. Houlder, nor as head of the J.T. Arundel Co.
acting as agents for the big firm, nor again as Managing directer
of the Pacific Islands Company, dealing with wide-spread activities,
did he experience any of that réady, smiling and unearned fortupe
that is in some minds associated with his career.

But always he won the regard of hig fellows. 0Old friends

who knew him in those early seventies, speak of his fine physique,

his friendliness, Lis unfailing courtesy and his simple

/
s
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faith. These never left him. In his last years of ill-health
at the age of seventy-eight he was still a fine figure of a man and
to the last his friendship was as ready as his sympathies were
wide.

On more distant outposts of the Pacific there are those who
talk of him as "Aneru" - Aneru of the pleasant smile and speech,
with a voice and manner that appealed to these islanders. "It
was partly his voice that managed them" explained one of his .
gea-captaina. "A good voice goes further with natives than
anything else."™ But it was not only the voice that endeared hik
to his dusky friends. On one of the Solomon Islands recently a
re-cruiter of labour was reminded that if he were representing the
old management there would be none of the difficulty he was at the
moment eéxperiencing “Aneru - great man. He like a King", came
the testimony, seeming to imply that for Aneru the labour problem
in the Pacific, acute for less regal personages, would not emist.

If he were alive to-day Aneru or, as he was more widely
known J. T. A. would be the first to point out that, flattering
though the inference may be, it is not justified. Althcugh
remarkably happy in his dealings with islanders he at nc time
found the labour problem noneexistent. Right back in the 'seventies,
when his experience of these people began, on the flimsiest pretext
agreements were broken, the food question became a burning one, and
mutinies incipient and actual held up work on the field, as well as

that at the ship&aide, just at the moment when every ounce of

effort was needed to fulfil the contract. Indeed his stay at many

of the Islands was as full of anxiety as it was of incident
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He won through when many would have failed. Extracts from
the diarige show that in some cases the period of his stay on
the islands was an extremely pleasant one. But the experience
was varied; and it is certain that at no periocd of his career
in the Pacific would Aneru have cleimed that the problem of
jelend labour had no difficulties. It is not always realised
in the k;eetern world that the strike is more the weapon of prim-
itive man, than it is of the highly evolved. And there are
issues, other than those of labowr, which help to clog enter-
prise in the South Seas Wwhenever this is bent on the discovery,
the opening up, and the working of any resources that are not
yet fully explored.

The Pacific in iteself is only half known. Its past secrete
will never be revealed; those of the future are many of them
not yet formulated. But because the discovery of the resources
of the Islands has sometimes come as a revelation to that world
that does not go down to thé gea in ships, the terms Paciflo

trading, island enterprise, hold a significance for the general

public that 1e not quite theirs. It is common knowledge out in
those ocean-washed lands that there are very few Pacific enter-
prises that have crowned with success the ploreer. There are

fewer that have brought fortune even to thawfaVOured without the
levy of a monstrous toll, a toll generally wrested from the weakest.

In New Zealand in the draining of ewamps it has become an

acoepted law that before the advent of the man or the company
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destined to succeed - three - five - or more good men and true,
have "gone under", or at any rate have escaped with a sacrifice
of capital, generally of health and always of hope; dincidentally
they are forgotten. The last to reach that frontier-line drawn in
seeming failure is necessarily the one to be remembered. He may have
no gifts, no energies, no enthusiasms greater than had those who
preceded him, but it is certain that some special destiny 1s his.
Either he knows hie times and claims them, or all unwitting, he ®
je claimed by them. Unless he deliberately misses time and tide
it is written that he will sucoceed.

The writer of the diaries was in no sense a pioneer. He did
not discover any island nor any famed deposit. It is not oclaimed
that he established any industry not already in existence, but in
many cases he was the third man who completed the work. It was
the thoroughness with which this was done fhat gave him what suc-
cese came in those years of his stirring manhood. "When Arundel
has finished with a field, there is not much chance for anyone
elge" was the comment of a contemporary . This 1is praise. The
knowledge he acquired and applied so successfully of moorings, his
handling of hie staff, white and brown, hls own energy and endurance,
were remarkable. No lesser gifts would have carried through some of !
his undertakings.

The after planting of the islands with coconut palms and ii:
trees, and the maintenance of beacons, all helped 1in linking
with the world of commerce, many uninhabited rqus. It must

be remembered the enterprises connected with his firms, were
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essentially commercial. Readers looking for first-hand pioneer
or patriotic work will be disappointed. John Arundel's diary 1s
merely a tale of the search for fortune carried on by an Englishman
according to his lights. Those who would look for a super-man, will
be disappointed. But the memory of the Englishman with sympathy and
a sense of justice 1s treasured among his workpeople, and in Foreign
and Colonial offices of more than one government, the parspicaeity of
the keen-eyed traveller, has been recognised with appreciation.
That from the beginning he distrusted Berlin aims in the Pacific
is somewhat remarkable, seeing that he belonged to an age in which
apparently only observers such as Meredith, seemed to realise that
there was danger in German diplomacy.

In the history of many of the guano workings it is almost im-
possible to decide who was the discoverer of the deposits. Speaking
generally, those islands with which J.T.A. was assoclated, especially
those most nearly neighbouring the two Americas, had been dis-
covered, temporarily worked and abandoned by American explorers,
who would no longer face the appalling difficulties they deemed
insurmountable. From some islands afterwards worked by the J.T.A.Co
guano had been previously regularly shipped; but a series of storms,
of shipping disasters, of casual mutinies, probably broke up the
enterprise.

In the 'sixties and 'seventies the accidental discovery of
Carolinan, Californian and Floridan phosphates, turned the attention
of those American firms interested in guano to the inland deposits
demanding none of the almost superhuman efforts that opened the




9.
same etores on the islands. Deposits on Baker and Jarvis islands
are fully described in the early 'sixties by & writer in Harper's
Magazine who had worked thggffiebeg and Johnson were analysing
these new phosphates. Even on Starbuck, stark outpost was 1t was,
the newly appointed manager was to find his predecessor. Happily
for himself he was ignorant of this fact. The knowledge might
have marred his enjoyment of that run from Marseilles to Port Said,
of the train Journey to Suez'lll of his first experience of the
Red Sea and of his short stay on Indian soil in that voyage to

which the opening of the diary refers.

Tmdby




B o,

Book I.

CHAPTER III.

The voyage in the Canaan in 1868 was essentially a business
one, undertaken with a view to the purchase of Starbuck Island.
It is unfortunate that no record sxiste of the two eventful
travel years. The 1870 diaries refer to the return from Australia
in the early part of that year. From private letters it is knoug
that late in 1868 Messrs. Houlder*gjrepresentative had sailed by -5
the game route as that followed by the ship Golden Horn some seven
years before, and that in 189 he not only entered into indirect
negotiations with the actual owner of Starbuck - then in Aus-
tralia - but in Auckland purchased from Captain Daldy the rights
which his firm held in the inhospitable island. The only recordsE
of the voyage are the notes in the 1870 diaries referring to
memcries of Melbourne keat, of visits nine years before to
Goulburn Hospital and jail and of Adelaide's schools and its
bishop. It is probable that during the second voyage to Aus-
tralia and New Zealand a chance meeting brought the traveller

interestad

into touch with another keen enthuaiaat/in Pacific entexrprise,
who, apparently , had a hearsay knowledge of guano islands which
was wide but somewhat inaccurate. According to this authority, the
Pacific and its resources were waiting to be opened up, and for the.
purpoaeﬁ of this opening John Thomas Arundel was to be the
accepted agent, and his henchman,who. appears in all diaries as

C, would be his first lieutenant.

Unfortunately, a quite inflated value was set on the
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knowledge (8o claimed) possessed by this advisor, whose scurces of
information seem to have been extremely limited. And it is certain
that neither J. T. A. in 1869 nor his friend and confiddnt discovered
that

(a) the original licenss of Starbuck was held at the will of

the Australian Government.

(b) that besides the firm of Coombs and Daldy, at least two

companies, acting, the one in Australia the other in New
Zealand, bhad rights in the islgand, and

(c) that one of these was actually digging and shipping

guano fgom there.

Certainly the agent of the English firm, on his arrival in
Australia in 1870 found that his ignorance of these facts had very
much confused issues, which were already complicated through the re-
cent death of the actual licensee of Starbuck. The discovery that
other firms were at work on this guano field was as rerplexing as it
was unwelcome.

However, preparations were pushed ahead. It must be recognised
that John Arundel's first-hand knowledge of the work that was to
occupy the better part of his future life was extremely limited. On
his return from Australia for the eight weeks' stay in England in the
summer of 1870, he had seen all that was possible. Together with
Mr. Alfred Houlder he had watched blasting experiments, had inspected
machinery for crushing, digging and drying, and all thie for the first
time in his life. The amazing powers for assimilating detail

possessed by the young Londoner stood him in good stead; but into
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that eight weeks, was pressed an apprenticeship that should have
covered at least a couple of years. ZIEven then, a cursory knowledge
of processes as carried out under special conditions in England by
experts, is but a poor preparation for aprlying these processes in
qQuite different conditions by means of unskilled labour.

However, like many another Briton unarmed for the fray, the
passenger, making his third voyage by the fine 2=V R.M..§, 'Syria’,
had no doubt of his ultimate victory. As always in venturing on 3
new enterprises, it was a good thing the adventurer had no concep-
tion with what difficulties he would be faced.

By the P & O route at that time, passengers disembarked at
Alexandria and entrained for Suez. The diary noves that "A special
train joined the main Cairo express, and one carriage held the four
of us comfortably enough, in spite of the heat." It comments on
Pthe country, a big level plain crossed by a canal which before the
railway was opened used to be the means of transit from Alexandria
to the Nile, thence to Cairo and on to Suez".

Women and children on the river banks, camels and dogs, paddy
fields and palm trees - all have their comment. 8o had the fine iron
bridge over the Nile. ZEverwhere the coinage was arresting. "It seems
to come from every part of the world - from France and England, from
India and Malay, from Austria and Ameriaa, with Egyptian copper money
thrown in."

YAt Ismailia, as the train ran past, the 8anal was seen widéning

into a big lake, with small craft busy, a big barque-rigged steamer

lying by, and what looked like two or three coal shoots with a col-
lection of huts."
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At Suez the passengers re-smbarked, and early in August reached
Point de Galle where a war telegram told of the defeat of ths French
under General Douay. Here ths company transhipped to the SS. Gee-
long and on August 29th an entry in the diary notes C4.Otway "first
sighted in December 1861." By the end of the first week in Septem-
ber tha interests of the voyage wers almost forgotten in the rush
of work incidant to the ratifying of rights to dig guano on one side
of Starbuck, to the chartering of shirs, to the problem of labour,
to the provisioning of the camps and the thousand and one incidsntal
cares that nsacessarily multiplied thems3lves as the snterpriseevolved.

T nis has been a busy week", is the entry on tha 5th of Septem-
ber at lelbourne. "Last Weanssday I callad with Crosby on Messrs. X.
and saw B. about the vessel he has sent to Starbuck Id. which is ex-
pected daily. Eventually he promised to advise with & friend absent

ip Nelbourne (douttless A's brother-in-law) and let me know what
transpires".

B's brother was manager at Starbuck for the firm already work-
irg there. A. was the original licensee of the island.

"It seams A's death was advised to London by the mail that

broke down and there was not time for a second mail to arrive before
I wrote. Later called on A's agents who say they have not any of the
monsy and that A. died in debt. I fancy they have more to do with
the island than they wishied ms to know."

It would be interesting to know what would have happensd if

that broken down mail had bsen deliversd in England to date.:gt
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3 view of its conflicting news it s2ems possible that there might
have been no de‘alinga.wi th Starbuck. Indeed sseeing the ties that
bourd him to England it is very probabls that in that case the tra-.
valler would have remainad at home, and the working of many Central
Pacific Islands and the opening of storss of rock phosphates on
Ocean and Nauru woulid have been the tale of, very possibly, the agent

of some German firm. i
"Had a long chat with X. Brothars. Unless they get a ship a ’

month it will not pay, in fact it will not do at all to buy for

the purpose of securing cousignments.”

"The insurance question is tha biggest difficulty. The firm
doing all the Malden island risks give rates which are nett .....
A. before he died negotiated for the purchase of the 'Lady Darling'".
"It is said the ‘Beeward side of the island where he intsndsd to load
was the only safe part.”

Again "At the Meluvourne Meat Preserving Co. this af temoon
buying stores" and so on.

"Have had a good deal of trouble about gun cotton," etc.

Al though the mee ting was welcome it did not expedite matters
that the associate who previously advised so enthusiastically on
the expedition had now a.rrivec’t in Australia. The two friends wers

4 1A

closaly in touch. Wnile the one ran up to Sydney or down to Mel-

bournae buying apparatus for analysie, medicine, books, &c., or
visited the hospitals to watch surgical operations‘a-i- the treatment
of such epidemics as might be looked for Aewl to study the form of
those diseases pravalent on islands once viei tad by sailors, the

other remained near the wharves and picked up all information possi-
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ple from the crews of island trading vessels.

8th September. "Waterlily witn a cargo of island guamno is report ad
in the moming pap2rs as from the Fijis. Actually from Starbuck.

The crew give conflicting accounts, but it s3ams cartain there is a
supply of watar. Turtle appsars to be plentiful and lots of fishn."

With the arrival of tne Wdl 2rlily and her cargo the trouble
incrzus2d. The company actually at work imn Starbuck was not dis- )
posad to cede rights in favour of ths strangsr, and most disheartsn-
ing ttales were brought by the watcher at th2 watersids of th2 anchor-
aga at the island, of the quality of th: guano and of prospscis
ganarally.

A further source of concern was th3 account given by the craw
of the Watarlily of the wreck of ths Burydicsz, making ths fourth
vagsasal ashore since the opening of opsrations on the ill-reputed
jgla. Howevaer, nothing dauntad, ths mod2mm Ulysses somswhat against
tha advice of his chosen Mentor pushed on preparations. The dif-

ficulty of chartaring ships was accsntuated by the nacassity for

dating them to arrivz in succession, 8e2ing that thers was no car-
tainty as to the 2,000 tons of guano said to bs waiting shipm3nt at
Starbuck, nor yet as to the actual date when th2 n3w managar was

to commenca work.

Four vesssls ware ultimately chartsred, and the last week of
Szpt amber found tne traveller an route for New Zealand. The next
entries in the diary are wade at Cliff Cottags, the homs of Capt.

Daldy in Auckland, and probably the walletriad ssamanship of this
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pionser and his vary practical common ssnse had som2 share in the
speeding up of preliminarizs.

This first of his frisnds in the South S2as was p2arhaps at this
juncturs the onz best fitted to help ths newcomer. Their frisndship
dated from 1861. The fimm of idassrs. Coombss & Daldy were agsnts for
the Houlder boats brinsing among other imsigrants ths majority of
those y2oman farm:rs who settled ovarsaas af ter baing drivern from
their acres by the bad ysars of the middls 19th century . J. T.
Arundesl before the braakdown in his health, was h2ad of the depart-
mant which a2alt with thesa would-be settlers, with whom he was a
grzat favourite. It was parhaps this common interest tnat orougnt
ths friepnds together.

As friends, close and lifalong frizsnds, they ware strangesly
dissimilar. The eldsr, a keen business man, was practical and cau-
tious to & degrss. Although his sppathies widensd after middle age
up to that time his resarve amountzd to aloofnsss, and was oft en
mis taken for dournaess. His struitlaced Puritanism cut him off from
many friendships and from adopting widse intarssts. New undertakings
war2a approachad only after mature considsratioa although thay were
carried through with practical knowledgs of men and affairs that
was rarely at fault.

The newcomer on the contrary with « personality sminently

& tractive, was possesssd of a wanner that endeared him to all. No
one was sver mora popular with employ2es white and brown; no ons

could count more or closar frisuds whether at Home or in thoss
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Pacific haunts whare he was always welcoms. His intsrasts wsare as
many, and his sympathiss as wids ws his frieandships. Yet in the

years of struggle in the '2ighties and 'ninatiss as wa2ll as in the

few years of success in the twentieth century that the older man just
livzd to se3yJohn Arundel had no clossr parsonal frieand than Capt.
Daldy and no busin2ss associats whose counszls he prizad wmors. That
he recognis2d4d grsat qualitizs in his friend is one of th2 proofs that
in the days of his prime in spite of his impulsiva friendliness, which
would have led many m2n astray, J.T.A. was a very good judgs of his

f=llows.
With Capt. Daldy's assistance mat t2re ware pushed through in

Auckland. Further purchases of stores w2re mads. A carpant2r and
two other members of tha white staff ware engaged, while tha arrangs-
ments in conn2ction with the successiva dagspatch of vssssls were
placzd ia twhe haands of Capts. Daldy and Brinsdan - the latter it was
arrangad, would proceed later to Starbuck to uct as sub-manager
thera. Finally tne orig doa (not 500 tons) was charterad and in two
days was fitted out ready to sail on the arrival of thae English mail.

“6th Octobar 1870. Cliff Cottage. First thing this morning saw

from the verandah tne mail steamer lying a the wharf. A big budget
on breakfast table, the mornrning pap2r with startiing naws from
Burope. PFrench finally dafedated and Loa}e Napolson a prisonarl"

"8th Octobsr. On board thne brig loa, bound for Starbuck by way

of Raratonga where w2 take on labour." The entry tells that thea

little ship had not much deck room, but was a good s2a boat and that

tha voyage so far out was plzasant suough. Then it goss into cal-
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culatioa as to the log for tne travaller was now studying navigation.

The voyage on the Moa givas the ksy tons to nz2arly thirty years
work in the Islands. Brief or long halts at Malbourn:, Auckland,
Sydney or San Francisco, with rooms at Menzizs, P8tty's, Pierce's
and other hotels wnare he was always the honourad gusst, gave the
impression to the uninitiated of@dilisttante traveller somswhat
enviably baloved of fortune. His staff knaw better. White esmployess
and brown, thoss whno shared with him some of his wandsrings, and
friends who knew hiwm intimately remember the John Arundel of thoss .:p
days as a worker with powers of endurance as remarkable as thay were
of ten sorely tried.

It was very often in ocean craft much smaller than tha Moa, on
storm-bound islands sometimes faced with food shortage, in conditions
tha would have appalled many physically strongar men that ths mettle
of this mamy-sided traveller made itssalf felt. In thsse conditions
too was th2 work done, which because it was completzd and not shirkaed
(as it so casily might have b2en) mzkes it so eminently worthy of
remembrance. It is true that work 1iks it hus b2en done by other
ag2nts and is forgotten, but such achievements wesre spasmodic, while
Arundel's long-drawn-out struggle against difficultiss was maintained
by indomitable will and pluck.

The traveller himseslf would claiwm that it was on voyages such

as that made on the Moa, on islands liks Starbuck and Fanning, that

he knew some of his happiest moments and did his best work. Caertain

it was that in such conditions, in bungalow housses, surroundsd by
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his island sarvants and friz2nds hs elz2cted to spsnd the bat ter part
of his short home life; and it was of this period that h2 carried

his most treasura2d memories.
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Book I.
CHAPTER IV.
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28th October 1870. Raratonga. "Our second night ashore on this

lovely coral island. At 3 a.m. yesterday Capt. Robertson reported
land, but a breeze made it advisable to wait outside the reef for
daylight. At six C. woke me and as the Moa could not get in we

decided to pull ashore after breakfast. The boat's crew of four

with myself acting as helmsman found the fourteen miles pretty stiff

pulling and at first I changed places with C. every half hour.

The beauty of the island, hilly and wooded to the water's edge, in-

creaged as we neared it, but we could not make out a landing place.

However, at last, a fisherman in a canoe gave us a lead, and
following him I steered for a break in the reef. Just outside we
pulled up and had lunch, the fishermen and another native who had
swum out to him, Joining us with great gusto."

b Presently the chief of jorangi, the village we had struck,
came off in a whaleboat, and transhipping part of his crew to
our boat took C. and H. aboard his, and in this fashion we made
for the opening in the reef. After sundry bumps (1p spite of the
expert steering) we found ourselves in smooth water and beached
the boat on a stretch of soft white sand. Intensely hot; but
our new friend took us through the opening in the trees to a
shaded house where hie wife awaited us, a stout lady dressed in
crimson, seated in state on a sofa. Armchalrs were produced for

our host and me, and the others filled another sofa. Natives of

L]
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all sizes and agee crowded about the doorways and windows to look
at us. Very sorry objects we were too - clothes sogked with per-
spiration, hands blistered all round and C's arms raw with sunburn.
Cocoanut milk and bananas were hrought and then we had a wash in

the adjoining room where we found towels and scented soap. Windows

still crowded with the admiring or perhlaps derisive natives.

‘! Then we went to see the cotton press an objeot of pride evidently
and to buy some vegetables, fruit, etc., for the boat to take to the
Moa. The same pilot steered her out; and then we visited the chapel
with ite three graves - one of Papeiha, a native missionary who was
with John Williams.

A later entry “Ahnner at the chief's house was laid out in the
cotton press store - A regular banquet! - boiled plg, sweet potatoes
and cocoanut milk! Then these new friends brought us horeses and
after one of the loveliest of rides through a path bordered and
arched with gay follage, we reached ﬁr. Chalmers' house at Ararua.”

The business of recruiting which had brought the Moa off the
direct course to Starbuck was not so simple a matter as had been
hoped. The "Pepruvian Slavers", vessels fitted out in Peru to secure
labour by falr means or foul, for what was practically slavery on
the Chincha Islands had for many years brought guano contractsinto
bad repute among the islands. And indeed,through various causes
many minds at this time were quite Justly prejudiced against the
employment of native labowrers on the islands or on the mainland.

The late 'sixties and early 'seventies saw on the one hand

legislation for the control of the employer, and on the other a
distaste for the work among the islanders themselves. 1In spite
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of this, as Mr. Chalmers explained, his settlement had been persuaded
to send a fairly large contingent to Malden (a guano ialand neigh-
bouring Starbuck, but of better repute) and there were very few
young men left in that distrioct.

However a four and a half mile walk to the next village brought
in recruits - chiefly through Mr. Chalmer's influence - and again
the kindest hospitality. A wash, scented soap, linen towels, indeed
every luxury was tendered by the local queen together with the o
coconut milk and bananas which seemed to be the form of light re-
freshment that takes the place of morning and afternoon tea in these
latitudes. In addition the lady regaled her guests with what she
claimed was the news, - "actually a report of some Benevolent Socilety
held upside down! We, visitors seated on the vernadah at her feet
1istanad with'due gravity to the pleasant voice reading a list of
subscribers to this institution."

Ultimately from the two villages the Moa's company was increased
by sixty and a promlse was volunteered that if good treatment was
reported Raratonga would spare "Prenty men next time." As events
proved the report must have been favourable, for in after years con-
tracts for Aneru's island were always rushed at Raratonga. '

The beauty of the island, the friendliness of the nativeg, the
hospitality and kindness that was the rule made this a memorable visit
Not the least pleasant happening was the meeting with Mr. and Mrs.
Chalmers in "that lovliest mission house® spoken of by the writers
of South Sea Bubbles who had visited the island some six months

before the arrival of the Moa. The further desoription by these
young gentlemen of their hosts as wthe warm-hearted, sensible,
Highland lady and gentleman who represent the mission here"though
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laudatory is somewhat inadequate in the light of after events.
To-day the Rev. James Chalmers and his first wife, called as they
were to New Guinea are both remembered as giving their lives to their
work - The one died in Sydney on one of those visits made necessary
by the climate and by the cares of the mission -~ the other was
martyred among the New Guinea Mountains from which he dated his last
letters while as he sald "the heathen rage around."

Friendship with such figures is something apart. Certainly the
life-long affection that grew out of the firet call at Raratonga was
held among John Arundel's memories as almost unique, to be set beside
a friendship formed in early life in the Ragged Schools of Gravesend
with the fine Christian who was to be long known as Chinese Gordon.

The meeting with Mr. and Mrs. Chalmers was renewed on the
travelleré return to Raratonga a month late;;and again in Australis
visits to guano workings off the Queensland coast were often arranged
to f£it in with short calls at Thursday Island made by the missicnary
from New Guinea.

Interest in the mission field was hereditary in the Moa's
passenger. As a young man he greatly sympathised with the work of
the London Missionary Society of which body, during the 'thirties
and 'forties, his grandfather was secretary. The home of the Rev.
John Arundel became a centre where returning and outgoing exiles met
‘to discuss conditions ruling their work. PFProbably it was in his grand-
father's home that the serious-minded boy became so strongly a
sympathiser with all that sums up mlssionary effort in any part of
the world ,



Se

In his long association with the South Sea, he never lost
jnterest in the mission field. Further impressions of his boyhood
gathered from his grandfather's house very largely touched lovely
coral islets with waving palm treee and sun-kissed white beaches,
where every prospect charms and cares cease to exist. <tThese im-
pressions became modified in some latitudes, but the charm of the
islands never failed to hold. Colours of sea and land and sky,
those genii the land and sea breezes, the gay gub-tropical flowers
and almost as gay tropical fish, the warmth (which he loved) the
leisure and the freedom appesled very strongly to this busy man of
affairs whose youth had been spent in London and whose special gifte
mede him a figure in assemblies far removed from the ranks of native
workmen on coral rocks or from the companies generally gathered in
mission churches.

The casual tourist never forgets the first vieit made to Rara-
tonga, Ralkaea and Tahiti. For"; habitual and unusually welcome
visitor these islands have a special charm. This is peculiarly true
of Tahiti, but the traveller did not visit Paﬂatee that "Paradise of
the Pacific" on this voyage. It was at another of the Cook Islands
much gmaller than AWon whicgt;;ta'ﬁ‘ﬁg* ‘oapita.l Rara.tonga} that hé
made his next call. This was at Mapgaia - more isolated but
equally interesting and by some held to be the lowliest of the group.
Although it 1s not so fertile as the other islands its splendid
valleys are well watered and beautiful. Inland from the shore rises
an almost perpendicular wall of coral perforated by caves. The

"Makatea' as thie is called is about a mile wide 100ft. high and
rund all round the island.

Mengais was sighted on the fourteenth and not immediately
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recognised. The ot t referenceSto the 'aakatea' as the party
made their way over its coral boulders gave the traveller the
impression that he had reached the island of that name not far from
Tahiti. |

A row to the shore, assistance in getting through the reef, the
lavieh hospitality of the islanders, a garrulous lady who addressed
the company for two hours, and noble views, made thie landing so
like that .of Raratonga that the diary repeats iteelf. But one glorious
walk was never forgotten.

"In the evening we started for the village in single file
carrying torches. The way lay up almost perpendicular steps in the
cliff rising to about 150 feet. The road'cut in coral,was Jagged and
very trying. Camnnot. imagine how these islanders traump about it with
their bare feet. Our hostess invited us to take our shoes off before
starting to save them, but we preferred to save our feet. At the
gumnit of the cliff the almost level road was shaded by coconut trees,
bananas, guava, etc. We followed ;he hill till it led into a splendid
gorge in the northern cliffs with a fine road - the work of the
1pland Arunkerds.

Drirking was & serious offence in these islands at that time
and the sentence of hard labour that was usually preferred to the
calaboose kept Cook island highways in the best of repair.

On return from the village another memorable walk is noticed =
at daybreak thies time. Says the traveller "The road was very lovely,
and from the top of the cliff we had a quite gloricus view, the

ocean spreading like a great mirror at our feet, the little brig
close in shore and further out a schooner on the horizon."
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The stay at Mangaia was short and gave little promise of future
recruits, but supplied the brig with the fruit and vegetables it was
needing. With the natives from Raratonga on board the voyage could
not be unnecessarily prolonged. The Moa left early next morning.
The ship's company was busily emplcyed making dinghies with timber
brought from Auckland and in their spare time the natives were
drilled, an exercise in which they much delighted. Occasionally
they fished and regularly attended the services held by the natlve
teacher. But the trip was necessarily irksome and though islands
were sighted, no more visite were paid en route.

On the 19th November Caroline island was passed without being
geen but numbers of birds gave notice of its propinguity. The rain
squalls peculiar to these latitudes were now constant, and the
westerly equatorial current, by which Starbuck is washed, was clearly
dietinguished in the rain - "like a tide-ripple". Next day Flint
island was sighted "a long low line of land covered with trees and
heavy breakers on thejiﬁrgide”. Progress was made difficult by the
prevalent wind, which together with the westerly ourrent makes the
navigation of the Phoenix group extremely difficult.

Later that day the Moa was hailed by a brig sighted and lost
some days before. She turned out to be the Isabella, forty five
days out from Melbourne bound for Malden, making no better running
than the New Zealand boat. The'%aptain well used to these seas,
ghouted a warning about the cwrrent. However, even the voyage to
gtarbuck enis in time.

Wednesday, 23rd November, Noon. "Land visible from forertop-“

gallant yard on starboard bowg'@ﬂd presently in an hour or two

|
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the voyage of 46 days out from Auckland, of four months nine days
from England will be ended." i

The first full view of Starbuck, the goal of this long and event=
ful journey was not at all prepossessing. As described by the diarist
in a paper read before the Geographical Society of San Francisco in
1885 it might have disheartened a Mark Tapley. "A strong white
glare in the western sky painfully bright, then as the.vesael rose

on the waves, a long low line of white sand became visible. As we -
got nearer wrecks of shipping strewn along the shore could be seen
with clusters of white sea.birds resting on them. Then at the
western end a few wooden houses revealed themselves and towering high-
er than any of these the remains of the French transport which had
been washed ashore on her voyage from Tahiti to San Francisco 12
months before."

Altogethsr seven wrecks were found on that very incorrectly
charteredrock.

Entries in the diary tell that the travellers were most hos-
pitably received by Messrs. Blyth and Lennox, the katter a visitor
from Auckland, the former manager for the firm working other deposits
than those bought by Messrs. Houlder. A verandahed house belonging

to Capt. Daldy's workings was taken over, amd as had been promised
the wells were found to be falir. But difficulties began to accumu-
late, the chief being the wrecks which made a first obstacle to the

berthing of any future ships. A large Engliah vessel which had
carried lumber now strewn over the island, the German - Anna .
Dorothea a 1200 ton ship, the Thetis and the French transport of
themselves made a quite sufficiently imposing mass of wreckage on
the shore of an island only four miles long and less than two in
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The newcomer had no difficulty in coming to temporary terms
with Mr. Blyth and detaile of purchase of the company's properties
were arranged - these to be ratified in Australia. The trollies
belonging to Capt. Daldy, and the barrows were found to be in good
repair. So with the six dinghles made on the voyage down from
Auckland work started almost immediately, seven men of the other
camp joining the new works on the same terms as the labourers
from Raratonga.

In Australia possession of the anchors and cables of the
transport had been granted to Messrs. Houlders' representative
by the French Consul. These proved useful in berthing the brig.

So satisfactorily was everything arranged that the newcomer now
turned his attention to the island, and after glving details of

the guano working that was going on apace, had time to notice the
big population of birds, wideawakes, boobies, etc. - and the wonder-
ful tropical fish.

"On the beach were some fellows fishing but without much suc=-
ocesa for the surf was very high. The fish caught however were most
beautiful - light blue with red stripes and spots."

Then all suddenly, wibhout warning, the Moa slipped her anchores
and quietly drifted out to seal

She bad selected Sunday for this escapade. It was arranged
between.the representatives of the incoming and outgoing management
that they should together go by the Moa to Auckland, thence to
Australia to conclude the sale the newcomer then proceeding to San

Francisco on the further business of moorings, stores and prospeoct-

ive sales, while C. left in charge at the island until Captain
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Brinsdon's arrival would bend all his energies to the incoreasing
of that store of guano which lay to the company's oredit as well
as to the loading of boats already chartered. For the first time
the Moa's skipper had come ashore to advise as to the prospective
shipping and 1t was while he was so engaged that the ory was
raised "Brig adrift."

She was away from her anchorage only 36 hours but this became
in the history of Starbuck one of the moments charged by fate. The
wreck strewn roocks, the only indifferent wells, the absence of vege-
tation}he very strenuous work had damped the spirits of the small
white staff. The psychological effect on the natives can be imagined
They had abandoned the Eden that was theirs at the bidding of this
stranger to sail with him in his ship. Though they were all pﬁoked
like herrings in a barrel, his magic had made the time pass like a
dream. They had seen his lnstruments working and his magic photo=-
graphs. He had been a father to them and in spite of discomforts
the trip had been a long plonic. The discovery that they were to
be left on this rock while Aneru sailed away changed the whole
outlook. The ship was the one tie between them and the home they
~had left. The period of her absence, long enough for the leader
when measured by his watch, was to them probably a lifetime of
care.

The Moa's return to a safer berthage than that she had first
taken up speeded on activities ashore. Improvements were made in

the quarters: shipping went on merrily, but the mischief was domne.

Every load of guano brought nearer the moment of sailing. The
ma Jority of the workmen refused to watch that departure; they would
return to Raratonga with the Moa ang with Aneru.
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- After all 1t is not in civilised states only the discovery is
made that when labour seizes the helm it holds it. To lsave dis=-
heartened and mutinous natives at Starbuck was not to be thought of.
The best and most reliable workers were not unwilling to stay till at
any rate they had money to carry home. These promised to wéit his
return while the chief malcontents were sent on board, and Aneru
carrylng Mr. Blyth and his party with him, on the 12th of December
again set out to the sunny seas.

This second voyage of the Moa was much shorter than the first,
but still sufficiently long to be disappointing. The boat was held
by the calms which prevail at the swmmer equinox. Christwmas Day was
spent at Raratonga where the mutineers were left and on the 8th of
January the Moa berthed at Auckland again.

At Auckland the prospective manager Qaptain Brinsdon joined his
chief and took passage with him for Sydney. In the harbour as the
Moa rounded theﬁieads lay the Galatea the flag-ship of the Duke of
Edinburgh, at that time touring New Zealand, and one of the comments
of the diary touches the playing of His Royal Highness at the Choral
Hall in a‘gonoert that old Aucklanders may remen ber as they possibly
do another appearance of the royal musician when he conducted the
overture to Tannhauser, played for the first time in New Zealand in
the o0ld drill-shed. Aneru had only one evening in Auckland, but
in Syduney he again notes Prince Alfred driving four splendid greys,

But the diary at that time has few entries of this sort, the period
of his stay being pressed with bilisiness. :

In January 1871 details of the deposits on Lady Elliott's
island in the Gulf of Carpentaria were brought to the sojourner at
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Petty's. At Melbourne he secured samples of Baker and Howland island
guano which he thought inferior to that of Starbuck, a conclusion
that heartened him very sensibly. At Melbourne too, many gun=cotton
experiments were made:~ these he proposed to adapt to the breaking
of guano rock. Here too, he concluded the purchase of all rights in
Starbuck as arranged with the former menager. And every spare moment
he spent at the hospitals watohing operations. Finally, at Melbourne
he chartered the quite imposing ship Lucibella and with first class " !
moorings on board hoped that he might have solved the chief shipping
difficulty.

His recent experiences at Starbuck at this time taught him that
the matter of moorings outweighed every other comsideration. Through-
out his lengthened stay among the islands this was always his first
care. The ex-city business man became one of the experts in all that
affecta the safe berthage of ships. And traditions of his work make
G%%%% no matter how 11l a reputation any of his islands had originally
as soon as he took them well in hand shipmasters were found comment ing
on the improved anchorage. Before he left Starbuck even that island
held a quite honourable reputation among skippers.

While in Sydney the chief subjects of conversation among
Australian trading firms seem to have touched reports of various
islands supposed to have guano depositas (most of these were fictit-
ious) and the prospects for a Pacific trade in cotton and copra.

The capitulation of Paris with the peace of 1871 passed as the mer-
est side show among these business topics. wb—wes ﬂ.n March 1871
on board the Lucibella #ked the traveller again called at Raratonga

.
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and in spite of experience took up more recruits. On the further
voyage he sighted the North New Zealand coast and landed in the
Kermadecs where Curtis Rock and Macaulay Island were visited and
their sulphur deposits examined. The description of Curtis Rock
is reminiscent of White Island, Bay of Plenty New Zealand.

"We found it to be perfectly hollow the cliffs all round mere
ghells. Through the opening between the rocks a clear passage could
be secen, leading to a small beach where were a lot of hot springs
with big jets of steam. On landing the sulphur fumes were almost
overpovering, the lavg%yg?cﬁhe basin being full of hot springs which
bubbled up liguid brownish mud, giving off clouds of vapour.

"Oon the north and east the cliffs had given way, but south and
weat they rose almost perpendicularly to a height of about 270 feet.
From the top we had a splendid view. Goﬂ%ae weedy grasses grew
sparsely and everywhere were birds. The harbowr was full of fish
of a light blue colour."

At Macaulay Island the party found "goats left by Captain Cook
and parrots among the fern which grows everywhere! nothing else of
any lmportance," But they enjoyed the day. After exploring what
they took to be the main crater they clambered to the top. "The
whole western side of the island", so runs the entry "seems to have
glid off into the sea at an angle of 40°. I fancy this must have
been the largest crater of all = just split right in two, the major
part toppling into the sea. Had a good view of Sunday Island six

miles away. Of ocaterpillars, spiders, and moths there were no end,

chiefly in the bushes smelling strongly of honey as the shrubs do
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in Mangaia and Raratonga. Parrots here seem to burrow on the
ground. Boatswain birds just on top of the cliffa."

On the 6th of May an unknown coral island was sighted.

"As seen from the deck a long low line of land appeared with
the sea beating at either end. From the for?{ard the whole island
with its lagoon stood out clear. The reef runs N.E. and S.W. We
could hear the surf breaking heavily. TPe entrance to the lagoon
was on the eastern side, and a kind of raised beach ran round it
without any foliage between it and the sea."

A few days later a call was made at Caroline Island which is
at low water, actually a group 61 islets. The outcome of this visit
and negotietions with the part owner Capt. ?rown, living on the
island was the final purchase in 18f2 of this property from Capt.
Brothers of Borabora.

24th May, 1871. "My second arrival at Starbuck - a very much

pleasanter one than the first. Found the Empress and the Mary
Cuming with all bunting flying, and we were welcomed very warmly by
X. (the acting manager) and the staff. Found the islend greatly
improved. It seems as if the working need not be such a terrible
hurdle after all."

A very worrylng set-back however, was the discovery that C.
who had been left in charge had gone off in a visiting boat to
Malden lsland for provisions some months before and had not returned
nor been heard of since. As a matter of fact he was lost for nearly
two years and lived for that period with a native on an uninhabited
islend.

This was bad news, but another shock was preparing for the
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newly returned traveller. Truly those who adventure in the Pacific
Islands must have stout hearts and nerves of steel.

The next entry.

"While at chocolate next morning we heard the ery 'Big ship
ashore'! We all rushed to the lookout and there was the Lucibella
rolling in the breakers. Very soon she was firmly aground close to
the French wreck and the heavy surf rolling made it impossible for
anything to be done."

Happily this chapter of mishaps seemed to nerve the leader to
new effort and the entry closes with a declaration that he intends
to make of Starbuck an ultimate success. With natives, however,
only immediate. success appeals, and before the week was out the
untoward happening had done its work. New hands as well as those
of the first recruiting, insisted on a return to the more monoton-
ously even existence of their owm placidly sunny isles.

The Mary, Capt.Agnew, Just arrived, was told off to return the
mutineers to their homes. This necessitated another trip in search
of labour. A month later the traveller set sail for Hawail where
he hoped to find a less eaesily discouraged race. Early in August
for the first time he landed at Honolulu where he was again to form
many close friendships. Labour was immediately procured and
epeeded off to Starbuck. At that time Hawall still had its king
and royal family which lent to some opnditions in Honolulu an
assumption of court happenings that most visitors found extremely
diverting. In addition John Arundel met heads of firms still inter-
ested in guano, for the American phosphates had not yet been fully

developed. In Honolulu too, the traveller learned more fully detaile
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of the work at Enderbury and other islands in which these firmshad
interests.

By the end of August he was established at San Francisco going
through the surgical course in the hospitals, studying moprings from
the most skilful mooring-masters in the world and hearing for the
Pirst time rumours of the discovery and preparation of the Carolinan
phosphates. Here he began to faintly realise what might be the
influence on the island market of the important discoveries talked
of in Ohlo, South Caroolina, etc.

In connection with the unstable rulings of the guano business
he then proceeded overland to New York, Thence he madé his way to
England which he reached on the 3rd October, 1871, after an absence

of nearly twenty montha.

- S T O e e B S D e S S S O S




)

Book I.

The transformation of the young Londoner into the world-

wandarer John Arundel afterwards became is immediately due to thg
breakdown in health when he was barsly out of his teens. Undoubt
edly his first long voyage mightily impressed him with the joys
of traval. And, as he claimed, the call at the Chinchas opened
up to him potentialitiss connected with the guano trade. But the
genesis of the Pacific enterprise in which he was chief agent
goes deepsr than that.

Shipping magnates in the mid-nineteenth cen tury almost sub-
consciously began to fear for branches of their business. The
passenger department so farwus safs. The rush to the gold-fields
of adventurous spirits was associated in the years of deprassion
with an exodus of other emigrants - mechanics, professional men
and farmers in a stsady stream set, so far as the last were C on-

cernad, chiafly towards New Zealand.

With the outbreak of the Maori wars a period was set to this
tide of emigration. That most desiruble class of settler, the
British ysonan farmer, driven from his home by the ravages of
the great murrain had sent back reports of the colony which broug
more of his class to take up the many acres awaiting aettlggant.
For a short time the compulsory emigration becama voluntary.

But a re-birth of agriculture followed the ressarch that succeede
the Napoleonic wars and Sir John Lawas, the apostls of se¢ientific

farming, by demonstrating his thaories very conclusively gave a

lead his nsighbours wers not slow to follow. By the opsning of
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the 'eixtiss new wmethods following new theories had quite changed
the outlook for the man on the land.
It happened to be the man on the land in whom MessTs. Houl-

der™s/ shipping department was primarily interestad. There was at
that tims no tourist traffic to consider and emigrants proper,
mechanics, artisans and ths like were brought generally in com-
paniss by boats specially chartered for ths purposs. The Houldser - ]
boats had carried farm workers as government emigravts, and their
regular business was largely concerned with passengers leaving
English acres for homes to be carved in the Bush. That the Bush
might perhaps ceasa to attract was in thea years of the war a menacas

to be fearasd.
Again the carrying trade once exclusively Britain's was begin-

ning to fit itself to othar cent rés, and the days whan cotton,
tobacco and the like crossed the A& lantic in only English bott oms
wers almost forgotten. Cargoes for over-scas ports were still
comparativaly certain, but before the coming of cold storags and
before tha wool trada had assumad its presant proportions it 8asmead
possible that in no distant future the regular and unfluc tuating
dsmand for transport of cargo¥dfrom and to Australasia might cease
to exist as thes need for bass3ngar space was pearhaps doing.

Clear sighted and far s2eing business men raalizsd that on the
developmant of agricul ture over-saas hung” not only the future of

the €Colonies but the prosperity of tha‘{;ma land. And the new agri-
culturs born in Burops, fostsrad inwﬁniverai ties at home and abroad

and still only arriving in the beginning of the last half of the
ninetsenth century concernad i tself very largsly and for a period
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almoet sxclusively with problems connescted with the soil.

These problems are not naw. Sincaiégriculture first existed
fertilisers to help soil production and to improve the quality of
the crop have bezsn used. Thesse fertiliueratgenerally bones, fish,
seawesd and farmmyard manure have been known ever since the first
crops were s2t. But it was not always realised that in all these
substances tha existence of phosphorus is a noteworthy factor in
their usefulness. This discovery belongs to the mid-ninstesnth

century. 1In the period of agricultural ressarch set up after

Watz2rloo this element,existing in both organic and inorganic sub-
s tances, was revealed as a potent agant in the recovery of exhausted

goils as well as in the building up of the crop.
All through the centuries phosrhatss to play their part in

agriculture have been introduced chisfly in the form of bona. And
it was known that bones wera more useful when crushed or burnt. It
was probably as bone the anciants introduced into the soil those
phosphates that can s8till be traced - for thes elament never dissi-
pates - in the cultivat ed arsas of Assyria, Egypt, Gresce, &c., and
it was in the form of bone~dust that modarns at first looksd for the
newly recognised element.

The most important of the s0il constituents to some extent lack-

ing in poor lands are nitrogan, potassium, phosphorus and calcium.

In 1ts2lf phosphorus is not the most need2d of these, but it hag the
invaluable property of accelsrating processaes set up by tha othar
elements. Of ordinary fertils soils it appe.rs, in terms of phos-
phoric acid, as 0.15. yet its presance is essantial to evary clase
of crop and 1t improves with the pastures all the stock grazing omn
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them, evidencing its presence in the wool, skin, &c. Further,
phosphat2s do no* easily drain away as %k% o thar constitusnts used
in the meking of artificial manures. Calcium carbonate, for instance
with exceptional powers is subject to abnormal waste; but caicium f
phosphate not so potant in its action cannot be washed away by
either rain or flood.

Since 1840 when through the efforts of Sir John Lawes the mak-
ing of artificial fertilisers becams an important South of England
indust ry, the factorias for th: manufacture of super-phosphatss
had been f2d in turn with supplies of -

(a) bones - gathered haphazard from any store at home or abroad.
(b) coprolites - from Cambridgeshire, Suffolk and Bedfordshire,
the only counties where thes2 remains of extinct fauna were

found in any quantity.

(¢) Crystalline apatites from Canada, Norway, France and Spain
and - ,

(4) The guano of commerce - largely from islands fringing the
Central Pacific Ocean.

Peruvian guano, giving no store of phosphorus, has 1ts own im-
portant uses, i1ts own markets and its own and quite separate stoxy.

The English agriculturist, Lawss, very early arplied heat to
aid in th2 making of supar-phosphates in which form phospha tes be-

come solubla in soil. In the 'fiftias Schesle's thsory that sulphur
might be an agent even mora potent than hsat was slaborated by
Liebig into ths discovary that phosphatas could be most readily
treated by the uea of sulphuric acid. This was in the early 'sixties

and the simplicity of this procass seaemsd to promise a re-birth of
a graat British industry if only eupplies wars assured.




5.

In the 'fifties Americsrp firms were largely interested in
guano and merchents in San Francisco as well as 1n New York were
sending out prospec ting expeditions in 1855 when the first samples
of guano were taken from Jarvis' and Buker's Island. "The imnor-
tance and valuee of guanos having once become evident" says a writer
in the Americap Joummal of Science in 1862 "the Pacific within a
few degrees north and south of the Bguator was carefully explored
and many other islands were visited, on a few of which beds of
guaro of some extent wers discovered."

So it would seem as if in England progressive shipping firms
of the 'sixties must have been interested in thoese Central Pacific
islands where stores of guano were being analysed by world-famed
savants. The impressions of the first voyage probably lent weight
to the opinions of the young cfficjal; but it scemed cer tain that
g0 enterprising a firm as that of Messrs. Houlder Bros. knew quite
as much of the lack of the element which was needed to revive the
languishing Eouth of Ergland industry (with a product of large
importance to the carrying trade) as did scientific agriculturists
themselves. John Arundel's enthusiasm mades his share of the enter-
prise more material than it might have teen if the agent selected

'

had been less esteemed. But John Arundel's influerce alone did not
ej ther launch the enterprise norlpereuade his firm to finance it.
The guano trade +as evidently arn issue that commwerded itself to the
congideration of such far-sighted business man as were leesrs.
Alfred Houlder and drnest Cayforth, the members of the firm who

were most keenly imterested in the venturs.
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One voyaga does not reveal the Pacific. 1Indeed no single tra-
veller could ciaim to know intimately the whole of that huge water .
world. But certain parts of the great sea becoms the itinerary of
one traveller rather than another and from the beginning John Arun-
del found himself chiefly set to learn the mysteries of the Central
Pacific. The first devosit he worked was on an outlier of the
Phoenix Islands; and with that characteristic grour of the Central
Pacific, for somz ysars his work was largely concemed.

The Central Pacific lies between the tropics the width of the
torrid zona. Roughly it stretches from the 120th meridian E. lon-
gitude to the coast of the Americas. But its distinctive character
ags a huge archipelago for the islands of Oceania would make its
opposite boundary the 130th meridian W. of Greenwich. Within these
limits repose the sunny islands of Melanesja, Micro-nesiz and Poly-
nesia with, in the south that part of Australasia which lies parallei
with the great barrier reef. On the north off Asia it embraces the
Pnilippines and Ladrones. Within these boundaries of what might be

called the Coral Zone lie most of the guanc islets of the world.
The low corzl islands of Oceania with reefs built (perhaps) on

summnits of submerged continents round their enclosed lagoons, suf-
ficiently resemble the coral islands of the Indian Ocean for the

term "atoll" to ks arplied to them. But not all coral islands are

"atolls”. BSince these Pacific islands are low and based on ceral

reefs enclosing a small circular s2a the *erm "lagoon island" is

more aptly descriptive. The ateil of the Mzldive Ielards in the

Indian Ocear is cromred by waving ralw trees, Tha Pacific Lagnon
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Island is often bare of vegetation.

That form of coral island that has been worked out or it still
in existence as a guanco island belongs to a belt extsnding roughly
for 20° south of the Equator across the Central Pacific. North of
this, close to the Equatcr but south of the Line are the now well
known Ocsan and Nauru Islands - raised coral islets with the sleva-
tion to the centre that might proclaim a volcanic origin though no
‘Atrace of this is actually found. A littie further south, but in
the Indian Ocean Christmas Island is of thz same formation.

N,.;P"’ Tese three islands toge ther form the only adequate source of phos-
phat @8 for the British Empire. But rock phosphutes are not the phos-
phate guano first worked in Pacific Islands. This guano of nine- “
teenth century commerce produced by the congregating of marine birds
on coral reefs that were constantly submerged was worked in the Phoe-
nix group, on Jarvis, Maldsen, &c., probably a decade before the VOoy -
age of the Golden Horn. So were deposits on Fanming and the islands
of guano formation north of the Equator - of which there are not many.
And throughout the Coral Sea - the area of which Flindars gives as
1000 miles by 600 - tuere are many coral resfs and banks from which
guano sand was taken us wzll as from islands in the Torres Straits.

That most of these rocks whare guano sand exists ware until re-
cently uninhabited is certain. When it is considered that ths form-

ing of phosphate guano depends on the freguent submerging of the

coral reef under the sea and the presence ip countless numbers of
birds, the fact admits of no devate. Inhabited islands would never

have been the haunt of ssa birds. Danvers Power stresses the fact
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that on a lagoon island these would necsssarily live exclusively on
fiﬁh, since the islets were bare of all vegstation. This may account
for the presence of phosphates in Pacific guano and their absence in
the deposits off the Peruvian and Chilecan coasts, which are rich in

ni trates.
According to this authority as the islands have been submerged

"the precipitates of insoluble from scluble phosphates and the grad-
ual extracion of calcium carbonate by solution may account for the -
dieplacement of coral rock by phosphates."

John Arundel notes more than once that the cries of the sea
birds are one of the signals that the voyager is approaching a guano
island. This especially rsfars to Starbuck and the four islands of
the Phoenix group. He also speuks of the two classes of islat, "the
one very scantily supplied with or totally devoid of vegetation and
not an atoll, because it does not enclose a lagoon, and the other
an atoll proper covered with vegetation and sncircling a lagoon,
either enclosed from the sea by a tide-washed reef or with one or
more passages leading into 1it."

Stevenson also speaks of atolls with vegatation and the bare

rocks without in tsrms aomeﬂhat unflattering to the lat ter.

Of "snlid" islanas without a lagoon Arundel cites Malden, the
headquarters, when he was working Starbuck, of a flourishing Guano
Company - one of the most irteresting of islunds in aevery way - and
Jarvie, Baker and Howland Islands.. Atolls proper, which he worked
are Sydnsy, Hull and Gardner, Fanning, Washingten; Palmyra and Christ-
was (Pacific). Most of the Paumotus too are atolls and 8o are the
Caroline, Gilbert and Marshall islands. And in tha Indian Ocsan he

’ citss the
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Maldive, Laccadiva and Chagos groups as reminding him of his beloved

Pacific atolls both in formation and vegetation. "It was delightful

to find trees and shrubs I have been familiar with on Pacific islands

growing here in profusion" he writes of Diego Garcia, the southern-

most of the Chagos Archipelago, when he visited that group in 1€82.

In the Amsrican Journal of Science and Art September 1862 was
an article written by J. D. Hagus who from 1859 to 1861 was engaged

in studying deposits of guano on Baker's, Howland's and Jarvis' is-
land. His description of these islands (afterwards worked out and
plantsd in cocoanut trees by the J. T. Arundel company) shows tha
at that daL e American business men knew almost as much of their
subject as the experts of to-day. Liepig's analysis of Baker and
Jarvis guanos appearad earlier in 1860. Howland, cne of these, was
smong the last worked in the Central Pacific by the J. T. Arundel Co.
It is i eresting to find Mr. Hague Bpeakiﬁg of Starbuck island

as "Starvs or Hero Island", both of which namss seem extrsmely ap-

propriate. He decided that 1t contained a lurge deposit of gypsum
with about 12% of phosphate of lime and he adds "so far as my obser-
vation extends all elevated lagoons have similar deposite of gypsumd

He further considers that "as regards the distribution of these
phosphatic guano dsposits I believe them in this part of the Pacific
to be confined toflatitudea very near the Eguator where rain is com-
parativelyﬁ rars occurrence." He wus probably right, but it is
8 trange how incessent rain can prevall over certain of thess islands,

notably Fanning.
Another interesting conclusion of Mr. Hague's is that in lati-

& -
tudes more remote than 49 or 5° from the Equator heavy rains ars
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frequent and this circumstance is not only directly unfavourable
to the formation of guano deposits but it encouragss vegetation,
"which," he points out, in thie conclusion anticipating Mr. Power,

"is quite fatal to the accumulation of guano deposits."

- - e W e e e e S

s e it o, ol




¥

£§é7 a .
Book II.
Zﬂ Enigpwee ~ CHAPIER I.

After a stay of barely seven weeks in England the voyager left
again for America on the 9th November 1871.

This briefest of visits to the Homeland still allowed for a
lightning trip tc the continent to interview firms in Antwerp,
Hamburg, Berlin and Paris interested in guano. The traveller
learned of a hopeful market in Flanders and of possible ones in
China. In Antwerp according to the directory six big houses were
concerned with Pacific guano, so there was no opening for Starbuck
éﬁ:ﬁzf;rons, but definite offers wer: received for pearl-shell. At
that time the value of the South Carolinan deposit cnly just opened,
wa3 not remotely realised on either side of the Atlantic.

On his return crossing America in twelve days he saw for tha
first time Hamilton, Niagara, Detroit and Chicago; Boston he had
visited on the eastward run. Near Wyoming 3tation cattle congregated
in the centre of the rails to shelter from the immense fall of snow
caused an accident to the engine which held the train for some days
in the very heart of country with deposits that were to make their
mark on Pacific trade. However, agaiﬁ the traveller did not realise
this.

On December 9th came the news of Bishop Patterson's death at
the islands he loved so well. With the grief felt by all who realise

the work that high-minded missionary was doing in the South Seas, came
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the fear of possible mistakes in dealing with the outrage which would
add to the difficulties of those merchants who were striving to estab-
lish the tenet3 of just dealing among theliiland tradera;

Two days sped at San Francisco; and at Honolulu a_littlé longer
stay was made to arrange for boats running from Fanﬁing Island
(then being worked for guano in a small way) to call at Starbuck.

The holiday season held up work but Christmas day was spent very
tleasantly, and the traveller notes in his diary his impression of
the Nebraska (one of the new twin-paddle steamers) entering the
harbour after its12;;;yin the Pacific.

The Nebraska and Nevada had been seen in Australimwaterz on
their first trip not t?o vears before. Thevy were quite the ugliest
vessels afloat. TKL;:ngﬁe of these great paddle-steamers rounding
the North Head at Auckland or floundering past the lovely bays of

iaaths Bz Iy o .
Port Jackson,afterwatehing-the regular mail-packet with all sails
gset mak* her splendid way into those harbours, came in the nature of
a shock, - and as such the entry of this Caliban among the craft in ths
rbour
-‘?aof Honolulu was noted in the diary.

No one but artista, not even the watcher on the shore would
wish to have back those sailing ships with their spreading canvas.
But how beautiful they werel

At Honolulu the barque Ingertha from the Amur River was looking
for a fare to pay her expenses. ©She had been bound for Baker Island
but, toco late to complete her contract, was free. iust after signing
for Starbuck the Norwegian captain engaged himself to go to Howland

Igland - "a run" he explain=d "that pleased him better.® This was

of course a case for immediate settlement, and the breaker of contracts
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speedily found himself under arrest. The case went overwhelmingly
against him but the whole matter was settled very amicably; an@ﬁthe
pPleasantest of relations ruled betwesn the chartersr of the boat and
his skipper for the period in which they were associated.

It was perhaps a fortunate happeninzg. John Arundel's dealings
with his employees up to this time had been so humane that he may
perhaps have been mistaken for one who would always give way. Cert-
ainly his whole carcer shows that he preferred persuasion to force,
but on occasion it was well that it should be seen that the hand in
the velvet glove could be a firm one.

He was a man of rapid decisions and very long vision, with immense
powers of organisation. His handling of deposits that had been worked
before must have come as a revelation to any member of the old staffs
who signed on with him. For instance, Starbuck for the company which
was in posséqqion °n hi3 arrival, was leisurely making way with a
staff of seven natives and a manager. Boats were touching the island
at l1rregular and extremely wide intervals; and no system of laying
moorings was even under consideration.

Barely thirteen months aftzsr his first brief appearance at Star-
buck he was on his way back again. Within that period, he had made

| e L
2 second stay on the island of some wesks after visiting New Zealand,

Australia and Raratonga twice. He had docne business in all these
places and had crossed the American Continent to headqu%éera in Eng-
land. And when he wag not travelling he had settled the question of
markets and moorings &cf drying guano: had planted on Starbuck a

coloured staff of generally over sixty men! had sent a resident doctortw
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the ¥sland during his absence;had arranged a regular mail-service
from boats passing %o Fanning; and he had succeeded in chartering a
succeaesion of vessels to take cargces regularly from what eversone
hag acknowledged to be one of the most difficult islands in all the
Pacific for navigation.

The &ngertba, with mooring gear as well as her temporary owner
cn board, with fgrty-nine Hﬁwai%g'natiVﬂs and three more memberz for
the white staff proceeded to Starbuck just after the New Year. The
voyage lasted a month, =lthough it is pos=ible to cover the trip from
Honolulu in a much gshorter time.

Ships, 1like men, sesm to be the gport of destiny - some from their
trial trip drop into lined.out routes and follow an even, not to [y
humdrum course, as long 23 they are afloat. Others, from the day they
are launched are able tc crowd experience on incident.

TWﬁ\angertha was one ~f these., She had come from Kronatadt to
the Amir River. Four days out from Castries Bay (Amur River) she put
into Imperatoeki (port on Gulf of Tartary) for more ballast. 3 she
paszed Eakcdadi Russian war veqse;:;ft ancher there. Then, too late
to carry out her contract for Baker Island, she made for Honolulu -
and =20 back bto Starbuck - a run as little monotonous 2= it well conld
be. GShe was seeing 1life, in short. That this iz not always the fortune
that befalls craft engaged in the guano tmde many a akiprer can tell.

Always difficult of aprroach on thiz trip Starbuck was found to

be extremely elusive. In all her long run from Krcnetadt tre éngertha

bad adapted herself tc wind and %iiec, bu* the ocean curvente _ttoge

L]
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currents that washed Starbuck's coral strands, were quite another
matter.

The Line wag crossed on the 22nd January, 1872 ‘the islanQHEIOse
at hand on Jan. 25th. 'After a voyage out from lHonolulu cof over theee
weeks, on the 26tk, the barque wae bcrne by wind and current to the
south of her gecal. Extracts from the diary give a week that would
rave tried the patience c¢f any traveller - even cne not bent on press-
ing business.

"
"January 215t 1872, No improvement. Course has been E. by S. -
Ly Y

E.S.E. - then E.b.S. Earl; this morning scme smart squalls did not
alter the wind. We are windward by eastward ¢f the island now, sc
all ready if we é&t a Cchance."

Lager. "A heavy roll and west wind tc contend with."

Later. "Packing for shore - the last for some time - with a
feeling of relief tco. Rest even at Starbuck after fcrty months of
incessant travalling 1is not to be despised...... «. Certainly a pleag-
ant voryage on the whole."

This conclusiocn is a high tribute to the Norwegian bargus and her
skipper. Packed witn Hawaiian labour and her deck space claimed by
these for drill, etc., she cannct have reserved rmuch of herself for
the cabin passenger. But the whole company were in very good spirits
indeed on that last day of Januar, 1872. It was four days later.
Lowever, befcre the island - nine miles away - was sighted again, xlﬂdh
points on the starboard bow. Signals from shcre gave warning that

some trouble was awaiting settlement. A further signal located matiny
among th: staff. This the traveller quite light-heartedly hastened
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to meet - rowing ashore in higgﬁhalg-bcat and "fatching up", as he
tells with some pride "in fine style."

In the days of his triumpls tre rerscnage John Arundel became
spoke little of Starbuck which no one ever recegnised among his suc-
cesses. But the diaries make of tris first enterprise a high adven-._=»
ture - far eurpassing in évery way any c¢f those of his later years.
He was so extraordinarily patient under the series of blows that
met him (for the first time in his life) on that inhospitabie rock; 2 ]
he was so keenly intent on his work, so full of resource, of concern

for hiz fellows; 50 hopeful and high-minded and at times sc simple

‘that he sugge=ts a knight of romance rather thar a mid-Victorian
Englishman intent cn making his fortune.

His feeling for this island of his dreams, ae it almost seems
to have become, was mixed. In the initial stages of the enterprise,
like Sancho Panza, Le was naivaly pleased with his prospects of govern
irg an island. Tken, whken it reveailed itself the wreck-gtrewn waste
it waa, it might have been an Ulysses armed b Minerva te withetand
misfortune, whg carried out all his far-seeing aims. And now sett]l~
ing dewn to life in this anything but enchanted isle, he becomes
almost Shakespearean in the spirit in which ke attends the moods of
what may be regardzdas some erratic mistress. When he writes "I
can't help liking this island with all thre ill-fortune it brings me",

he suggests a Petruchio speaking in derieicn.

"Say that she frown,
I'11 own that she prevail®.

But John Arundel never spoke in derision, and endowed with many

gifts ke yet lacked but never actually missed a fine sense of humou r.

il
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The embryo mutiny was 2asily handled. A white storeman trans-
ferred from his position to one he was better suitad for, was the
cause of the troublz. For & few duys by intimidating the natives,
hs had been &ble to hold up work; but the arrival of the Ingertha
with Huwéiian lazbour, changed the situation at the quarters, while_
press reports of the lawsuit in Honolulu and the respect in which
nis employer was evidently held by the Norwegian captain speedily
breught tha ringleader to‘hia senses. The incident would have
been more serious if John Arundel had bsen the weakling his extra-
ordinary kindnsss had lad somz of his employees to balieve,

Tr.ree companies of disillusioned islanders had been returned to
their homes without protest. This was perhaps misunderstood by the
white staff, rather than by the natives themselves. It was felt
that so lenient a master would always yisld to preaadre if griev-
ences were loudly @2nough proclaimed. In the ruture.there was no
trouble of this kind.

But the nativss kindness had not bsen misunderstoocd. Starbuck
and its stark conditions, quite accounted for the earlier troubles.
Aneru's sympathy gave him an insight into the working of the child-
ish minde of his coloured 1abou11;h;:;&;robably helped as much as

any of his gifte in the maintaining of the fine relations which

for the next thirty years ruled on his islands.

"The men don't szem to be working quite so readily as they did
but seeing the heavy conditions this is not to bs wondered at."
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"The day's shipment passed off well. DNo accident of any kind".
- t-is was on Starbuck where canoes, cargoes, buoys and anchors
were constantly in troubls. “"Hveryone in a high state of good humour.
1 knocked the boys off early, they fully unda;standing that while
w2 are shipping this will not happsn, but that when a boat ies fin-
iehed thera will be a day's holiday and easier hours."

“Toba has come in to show me the men's allowance of poi - a
good 2% 1lbs. I cer tainly should not care to eat a quarter of 1it.
But I fancy some of the men must get more than thair share. They
do not grumble if th2re is not something wrong." It was found that
favourit es at th2 cookhouse were getting a large allowance, the less

e
popular ceming off withkb&re ratior.
Some insight into the strenuous work is given in the earlier

extracts of 1872.
1
»March 5th. Very heavy surf and low water which makes it worse -

‘ hard morning spent principsally on the reef where we have been
soused three times. A 4.30C p.m. heavy rain made work impossible,
but up t¢ that time the men worked well under great difficulties.
One canos was completely capsized this &af termoon but thay swam with
it to the buoy and there rightsd it splendidly. Of courss the guano
was lost, but the canoe was uninjured."

“Marcl: 23rd. 9 a.m.‘lW3 filled two boats bafore breakfast - men
irn excellent spirits.”

2 p.m.n Have got off thre2 boats since brsakfast. Now we are do-
ing bravely. The crushing gang knocked off at noon. Scresning about.
finished now. Trollying gang r3st=d befors lunch,so are at work still’
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"8 p.m. Have got off three mora boats this af t2rmoon. Now all
gangs knocked off, but Capt. C. is going to work his crew till mid-
night with st2am-winch to aischarge ballest . "

Te gungs leave off & the expiry of their working day, but
apparsntly the chief is on duty frow before .bra@kfast ti11 8 p.m.

"March 28th. Have loaded two boats and put the surf-line buoy
right which got adrift in the night. Yesterday had a sharp attack
of fever which made the work only 39 ton - very small. However, am’
petter this morning. Drastic treatmsnt help2d & quick recovery."

Finally splendid conditions rule on the island with mutal

goodwill between employer and staff and very high efficiency bsgan

to be felt all round. The doctor's hzalth forced hiw to take a trip
to Ma.iden; then anoth2r one to Tahiti. After some months of illness
and cruises in search of health he was finally compelled to rsturn to
San Francisco and through this time arnd until the arrival of his
successor all patients were treated at 'Government House'. At the

same time the bookkezper's lesave was due, 8o with the dutiss of
both tness absentess and his own work on the field and at the ship's
side it is little wondar that the Chiaf himself went down. An attack
of fever made an invalid of him for some wezsks, putting a period to
a1l hsavy reef work, though he soon resumed that of supzrvision.
During the actual illness the natives much distressed, workad
1f_poaaibla more energetically than ever - immensely pleasing the
object of their soclicitude who was even more hzartened by & pastoral

visit from the native missionary. The invalid could not talk Hawaiian

- his spiritual adviser did not know a word of English, but doubtless
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the two Christians prayed together to their mutual profit. A large
simplicity in both and a dignity which in the brown man was as
marked as in this member of his flock, made the friendship as
Pleasant as it was inarticulate.

The 24th April was a great day at Starouck for on that morning
before breakfast Captain B. successfully laia the mooringf- tc pe
afterwards reported by visiting captains as "tle rest in the islanas®.
Ana later on in the holiaay, as it was proclaimea, while aigging =il
apout a newly discovered water-hole the explorers struck the best
guano rock yet discovered on Starvuck.

The rollowing entries speak for themselves:

"May loth 1872. (Moncay 10 a.m.) "Surf gone down wondertully
ana we are shipping well. Got boats oft by 9 o'clock. Three trolly
loaas ready now".

“The docter still very ill as he was all day yesterday.®

®After the usual services yesterday had Téba and Kaila up and
did a little practising with them. Tooa is learning the Old Hundredth.
Am lending him the music book, which he has learned to read".

"1.45. p.m. Have got off four boats. By loading at the surf-
*line-buocy we get on much faster."

*7.30 p.m. Good day's work. Dia not get home to dinner till
6.45 as on my way Pohena asked me to go down to the men's quarters. He
was having trouble with those leaving by next boat. Wish one would
turn up. The poi is getting short.®

The poi shortage amongst natives is rather worse than a potato

shortage among Irish workers. The ground root of an islana plant,
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it is made into a sticky sort of porriage, which the islanders fina
extremely palateatle. The men on Starbuck would accept nothing in
ts place. The discovery that a whole tank of flour was unfit for
use was also disturbing, s£c by the next ship leaving with guano Capt.
B. went as far as Tahiti for provisions. The dcctor went too.

Between the docter's patients and the dispensing of trade in
the absence of the stcreman there was not much leisure for the single
cccurant of "Government Icuse". When he was not on the reef with -
hie men he was exploring new beds or analysing samples. And when
work went well, at odd moments he taught the natives to sing hymns
and Toba and his mate to play them. At one time when a poci short-
age was heralded by #me continued grumbling at the native quarters,
a spell of "weather" got on the nerves of the only two members of
the white staff left on the island. The resultant situation brought
an entry in a vein not often indulged in.

"My little cats are the most cheerful ccmpany on the island.
B. and G. are 8o downhearted at no ship coming that they can talk
only when they are quarrelling between themselves. I begin to fesl
enxious, for I cannot account for the very long delay. Our poi
will be out in three days - but the boys seem to take to the prospect
of Starbuck Island poi which we are trying to make, sc we may get

"
threugh all right.

However, next day the arrival of a boat relieved the situation.
Natives delighted; stores, mails, poi - all that was looked for; but
news from home told of illness in his family, and experience was show-
ing that Starbuck, success as 1t wae, was only paying its way and that
very soon it would be worked ouk. It was actually in '68 that
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: the young Londoner bad set out to make his fortune, althcugh
the enterprise is always dated from hie third voyage in 1870.
Nearly four years later fourtune is as far away as ever. The under-
taking well under way now, showed that islands worked as Starbuck
was, would never return big profits. The occupant of Government
House would have been quite as well off if he had stayed at home
working in his office, helping in the Ragged Schools at Gravesend,
and banking his savings. Other islands to be opened, if the inter-
ests of the employees were to be considered would have the same big
initial expenses and possibly no bigger returns.

Probably a letter received at this tipe from his friend in
New Zealand, Bishop Suter, inviting him to go into training for the
church had some weight in the deliberations of those days. But it
was impossible to abandoen the guano enterprise at this stage of its
development. An entry made without comment expresses the uncertain-
ty that very seldcm dogged this man of constant mood, who in these

years of his prime rarely showed vacillation in either plan or

performance. ,
*8c I go on not knowing,

I would not if I might '

I would rather walk in the dark with God

Than walk alone by sight

I would rather walk with Him by faith

Than walk alone by sight".

(From Watcher & Reflector)

A missive from the men under date June 7th is amusing.

"Mr. Arundel,
Dear Sir,

If we have found favour is thy sight and if it pleaseth
to perform our request to give tc us one more bag of Irish

Eotatoes because we are fond of that kind of vegetable. We
© not know thie letter is all right in English for we

cannot express ourselves well



in Englizh.

Your cbedient fifty nine servants,
Btc."

In July arrived the brig "Wahine® with visitors - Capt.& Mrs.
Brown and their children, returning the call made on them some
monthe before at Carclines Island. A horse for riding was also
welcome. From this time werk takes a regular form the entries running

as - "For tomorrow - 6 screening in guano bed
L]

4 raking " /
6 picking . "
1l surveying . ”

38 neaping guano. .
And the next d;y'a comment "Wcrk done as arranged".

Such'an entry as "Home from my ride in gloriocus moonlight" shows
there was now no longer overwork. Pigs, fowls, pigeons, young kids,
were now part of the stock on Starbuck and the next grumbling in the

native quarters was soon brought to an end, and followed by this

effusion:

31st August 1872.
Mr. J. T. Arundel

Dear Sir,

I have to speak to you for this time because I have found
fault. I repent now and am sorry too. I open my ears to the bad.
If you please give me a forgiveness.

Your cobedient servant"
Grumbling among the Polynesians is a safety valve. The native is

either in hilarious spirits or else in the deprths of wce. The one
mood expresses itself in delighted squeals, in gesticulation, in

smiles and gleaming teeth; the other in the longest of long faces, in
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théflagging galt and incessant grumbling. The first makes work a
game - the other clogs it hopelessly. But actually there is little
real resentment. In this respect the dusky labourer is not unlike
the British workman-.'f?mugh when the brown man is silent he may be
dangerous.

A further testimony to the change worked in the first seven
months is given in an entry of the 12th September.

“The séhooner Daisy loaded in ten days. Left to-day. All much
‘pleased with the igland". And the Hawaiian Gazette in its shipring
contents of August gives further kudos to Starbuck.

"Capt. Weekes of the Lunalilo reports the Norwegian barque
Ing¥rtha and the BEritish clipper ship,Golden Horn from Mel-
bourne, had excellent dispatch, 'loading at Starbuck for
England".

Cn the authority of Capt. Weekes the same paper states -

wath Ldf~
"The anchorage is situated on the ¥¥. of the island and is
easy of approach. There are two large mooring buocys with heavy
anchors attached to each, capable of holding vessels of any
8ixe, ships of 1313 and 1275 tons having been loaded here in
the last half year."

Improved meoorings speeded up the work wonderfully. The George

Thompson loaded in nine days, the Isabella in eleven without any

pressure whatever. Work generally is commented on as "Gocd".
Another communication from the quarters heralds the approach

of Christmastide.
“Starbuck Island, November 27th 1872.

Dear 8ir,
o
And the Hawaiians mem%ring (remembering) Day was nigh at hand

(presumably QGhristmas Day)“with.good will doing service. Now we

exhort of you if we have found favour in your sight
Please give to us 7 little big (pig) for our remember to



the Fatherland.
That is all,
Your 67 obedient servants."

Early Decembef brought the schooner Fitluko and close after the
France Cherie - both from Tahiti. The schooner was sent on to
Caroline with mails and the France Cherie was not dispatched till
the 27th. 8o it was not till then that the sixty-seven obedient
servants enjoyed their day.

This Christmas of 1872 was distinctly a festival and on the
first day of 1873 the entry acknowledges better prospects brought
about by what must be considered a successful twelvemonths.

The years had quelled all inclination to a matiny; had brought
method into the work and had given first-class anchorage to visiting
ships. In the twelve months Messrs. Houlders, through their attor-
ney, had almost concluded negotiations for the purchase of Caroline

o gaperbom
and other islanda*ﬁguano from distant atolls as well as from ivsry
rpart of Starbuck. XHvery bed had been explored and every hummock
thoroughly examined. Single-handed the Chief had put down more than
one incipient unpleasantness, although in the first case he found
he had been followed quietly to the quarters by hig white staff and
in the other by a dozen or more worried native workers - to see
he was not in danger. He had, in short, as he had promised, made
cf Starbuck a success. It is characteristic of the man that such
disappocintments and worries as came in connection with the white
staff are never told. Occasionally they crop up in letters and

more than ome mention ia made of them in cuttings from American

papers with a comment in J.T.A's handwriting - "Incorrect - poor

fellow®,
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Such incidents were few. In thirty years of close association
with a larger or smaller white staff,. disappointments of this kind
do not number half a dozen, while the regard evidenced for his fore-
men and managers was only equalled by the loyal attachment returned
by them. In his camps for the next quarter of a century certain
lieutenants are held in particularly high esteem and at Starbuck
the earlier of these staunch henchmen are mentioned very often. One
of the first of these is Stephen Gale, cne of the brothers Gale,
whose loyalty tc hie chief and initiative in dealing with difficult
situations, whether with work or men, madeé association with him, one
of the pleasures of island life. Other officers of the same calibre
coming into work in Starbuck and Caroline were notably Messrs.
Trompson and Flockton. But all the white officials were valued
friends.

Together with the riding horse, pigs and goats, chickens and
domestic pets, Starbuck had other denizens which must have been
mightily amazed by the changed appearance of the island with ite
undred inhabitants (counting visitors) its quarters for the men
and its berthage, where ships rode ea§ily instead of strewing the

ahcre with wrecks. These were the myriads of birds that in some

casee periodically, in others permanently, made the island their

headquarters.
"My first night ashore" J.T.A. writes in a letter of those days

"yas not a restful one for I coculd not sleep on account of the noise
the birds kept up. A small tern, the wideawake, has a tremendous
voice. The name, so t sailors say, is taken from the cry which
sounds like ™Wideawake, Wideawaké&, but it gives a good description
of the bird as well as of the state of any listener within reach of
the piercing notes. It seems to be most wideawake.
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. o
at night, but in the daytime it makes itself heard very well indeed."

Wideawakes visit uninhabited islands twice a year to
lay their egge. They are among the most gregaricus of birds, for they

not only live together, but seem to lay together at the same hour
every day for three weeks. - There are no nests, the egg is deposited
on the ground and the pare%i?gits on it. It is speckled and about
an inch long and makes uncommonly good eating.

"The noise made by the wideawakes™ runs another entry, "cn my'
first trip intc the island was deafening. They were laying in a
company that covered the western end where we were locking for water.
As our path lay right through them, they were very much disturbed,
rising in hundreds and swooping round and down on us. This tern is
about the size of a dove, so0 its anger does not do much harm, but it
is very brave, and as its power of expression is as great as 1its
courage it was impossible to speak or to be heard until we were
clear of the encampment".

Further up the island other birds had their quarters, never
trespassing on the domains of the otherg - man o war hawks, or
pirate birds, gannets and bo'sun or tropic birds living in separate

districts. The man-0-war hawk managee to closely neighbour the
gannet or booby, - but each lives peaceably enough in his separate
camping-ground so long as he is ashore.

On the wing however, the man-o-war hawk is the most persistent
of pirates. He is quite a good fisher if need drives him to work, but

he prefers to prey on hie neighbour for food. The booby is among
the most virtuous of fsathered folk. Like the human fisher his
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_day cannot be too long. Out at sea with the morning sun, he spends
the hours swooping down on fish deep in the water, and the coming of
sunset finds him returning to his family literally laden with spoil.
The man-c-war hawks have spent their day leisurely sailing in the
&Uwﬁ air high above the fish;;, but as evening falls they gather in regular
patrols waiting for the boobies to come home. Then, in couples, they
intercept a single bird, swooping down on him with harsh cries,
pecking him and making it impossible to fly. The bocby cries too, )
plunges round or darts hither and thither, but always the struggle ends
in his disgorging part of his well earned meal while his enemy darts
down and catches the fish before it reaches the water.
"It is curious™ so runs another entry "that the booby does not
fly away when hamans approach its nest. It utters harsh criee and
pecks at the intruders with its long sharp beak, but it soon disgorges

evidently takingﬁ;nemy for some form of man-o-war hawk parading

the land."

Among island birds Darwin in his Journal of Researches referring
to the birds on Keeling Island: says: "The gannets sitting on their rude
neste gaze on one with a stupid. yet angry air. Ths nuddies 213 their
name expresses are silly little creatures. But there is one charming

bird; it is a small snow-white tern, which smoothly hovers at the
distance of a few fe2t above one's head, its large black eyes scanning

with quiet curiosity your expression. Little imagination is required
to fancy that 8 o 1ight and delicate a body must be tenanted by some
wandering fairy sepirit.*

A writer in the Century Magazine mentiona the same white bird.

®"Almcat every visitor who saw these birds®, says this authority "was
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inpressed by their remarkabls beauty and curious behaviour.

"Even sailors who came ashore for a Sunday's liberty, rough fellows
Whose path acroes the island could too often be traced by the dead bodies
of booby-birds, wantonly slain, were impressed by them.

"What kind of bird is that litlle white one over there to windward?"
one of these men asked, returning from his {ramp.

"Don't know any special name for it. Why?"

"Danged if I don't believe it's a spirit of some kind," he replied.

In the account of a voyage in the 'thirties F.D.Bennett notes a white
bird that lays its eggs for safety on the forked branches of trees. He
expresses his surprise that the wind does not Dblow theg away but Louis
Becke comments that any South Sea Islander could shmhhat a glutinous
subatance covers the egg which consequently firmly adheres to its niche.

The natives live on excellent terms with the feathersd denizens of
the islands which are extremely tame and can be trained to act as decoys
in fishing. White men generally find them a source of amusement. But th:.

birds ef~these—ialanmds muat not be viewed only as the incurious vigitor
sees them. They are the descendants of the countless numbera of marine

¢ birds which watched the building of the atolls. These saw the first
coral reef rising above the waves. They waited while their rocky homes
were submerged again and again. They were agents in the forming of those
deposits that brought the human biped with all his 8ltrange appurtenances tg

the conjuest of the islands and the destruction of stores of sand and rock

It would seem that in their keeping and in their keeping alone are all

those secrets and unsolved riddles of the great ocean;

What sights have they seen out in the watery solitude! What dawns
have wakened thep in days of ocean stress! What winds have driven them
out to sea: What storms have they not been swept before! What swelling
seas!

Out in that wide Pacific there is no peaceful home even for the birds:

Upheavals and subsidences have followed each other for centdaries and
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when they cease there are still the equatorial tides to cavry all
before them. '

At certain seasons generally between Octcber and March there
are periods lasting several days when very high seas sweep the reefs.

"Then, " says J.T.Pagug" the sea rolling in from the vast expanse
of ocean moves in long swelling billows with smooth, almost unruff-
led surface, until they break on the ater shore, gathering in
overwhelming masses like uplifted walls of water, often higher than
the highest point on the island. These fall precipitously upon the

reef with a body and violence which threaten with destruction every-

)
thing in their way. L

At such periode the sea #s superb. Waves mountain-high break
on the reef, while outside the whole ocean seems tc have gathered
in the advancing mass of water. |

"] have seen from the shore", says Hague", a whale~boat twenty
eight feet long caught in the surf and lifted endwise 1like a chip, the !
whole length projected vertically against the face of the wall of
white foam. Wave after wave comes pouring in..... sweeping across the
reef with combing, curling, wind-blown crests, washing ths beach to
its summit and then receding, movinz before it with noisy attrition a

Y
shifting mass of pebbles, sand and fragments of coral.

It is needless to say that at such a season a period is gener-
ally put to the shipping of cargo on the izland$, One such suxf
tries any system of moorings, and it is only by a mishap that

rggﬁffﬁ'or viasiting craft are caught among the atolls at the

periods when regular storms are gweseping them.
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Unfortunately there are years somstimes in succession when
Pacific storms are not regular and when it is as difficﬁlt for
charterers of island boats to decide as to the date when these
high seas may be expected, as it is to judge of the period of

their duration.



4% Book II.
CHAPTER III.

If moderrs should judge of achievements as the ancients did,
then within the next ten years, John Arundel made the triumphs of
his 1life. Unfortunately, to-day, success is estimated largely by
the balance sheet - a measuring rod which treats only of profit and
loss. Under this Ulysses with his battered harness makes a poor
figure - his years of wandering merely wasted time. And it is doubt=-
ful whether any gain could have outweighed the loss of his thirteen
stout ships if Aeneas has sought his princess at the hands of a
modern father. Indeed none of the Argonauts finally had much to
show of actual profit, and judged by the standards of to-day, some
of them would have been written bankrupt. However, that they had
done what they set out to do brought them the acclaim of the gods.

To-day a life of enterprise, no matter how strenmuous, that
can show no more than this, is Judged by the looker-on as wasted
effort. But by the ancient measures John Arundel's claim to his
laurels, centres in the Starbuck sailings of 1872 quoted in the
Shipping Intelligence of most Pacific ports and some European ones;
in the successful completion of workings on far distant islands
that had been abandoned by other enterprises ,and in his own life,
a8 1t was led after many years of voyaging in southern archipelagoes

~that glamour-~haunted world so fatal to many good men and brave ones.
However, neither the 'seventies nor 'eighties brought monetary

success and 80 according to present day standards they weggﬁg? effort

b T LS P —
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certainly but not to be remembered with those of his later life
crowned with success.

The entries in the later diaries, however, are not nearly so
interesting as the tale of the 'seventlies, when, as one task after
another was completed, a greater labour took its place. But like
the ancients he carried through all he had undertaken - at what cost
to himself only the years in their passing were 10 reveal.

By January 1873 work on Starbuck was 80 organised that 1t was -
no longer necessary to employ & big staff there. The supply of
guano was working out and orders due months ahead must be disposed
of from other stores. Negotiations for Caroline Island entered into
with Capt. Brown, were at the stage when documents must be signed
by principals. In February the contract under which most of the
southern labour had been engaged, expired, and it was decided to
take these as far as Tahiti whence the Raratongans could be tran--
shipped to their own islands the Ghief meanwhile visiting Bora-
bora to conclude the purchase of Caroline from Capt. Brothers.

On March 4th étarbuck was left in the charge of Mr. Thompson
with only men enough to keep the work in hand. The main body of
labour recruited at Tahiti in 1871 by Capt. Brown took up their
quarters on the brig; some Hawailans were landed at Caroline under
Mr. Flockton and after twenty hours spent here in determining the
site for buildings, the direction of the tramway, the psoition of
moorings, ete., etc., John Arundel set off again on a somewhat
tedious run south. A boat crowded with returning island labour is
not one to promise a pleasure trip.

The voyage, however, was not so trying as it might have been,
seeing that the equinox followed the southern solstice. But it was
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with relief doubtless, some ten days later the entry is made "Land
in eight at last."

14th March 10 p.m. Off Tahiti:

“The 1eland thie morning had & splendid appearance looming
out of the cloude - at a distance of about 45 miles. The day has
been wonderful, and these nighuve (full moon yesterday) make thels
islands surpassingly lovely."

The wind carried the brig down to Tetiaroa (noted as being
"not unlike Caroline but lower") and it was nearly twenty hours
later before a landing was made at Papeete.

Althoﬁgh the dlary does not say so it seems certain that Tahiti
had been visited in one of the voyages of the 'sgixties. Families
here are already personal friends, and the voyager is surprised that
no notice is taken of a houseflag which "B. will certainly recognise."”
He knows his way about Papeete, and is disappointed to find that his
friends are away for the summer, though this explains the neglect of
any notlice of the houseflag. And though all through his life he
held these islands the loveliest in the South Seas,there is nothing
in the diary of March 1873 that expresses the wonder and delight felt
by every visitor on his firet view of "the Paradise of the Pacific."

Every writer who has visited them extols the Society Islands.
Capt. Cook thought of Otaheite that "scarcely a spot in the universe
affords a more luxuriant prospect.® According to the latest guide-
books Tahiti has a-circumrerenoe of from 110 to 130 miles. It is
formed by two high and distinot mountains connected by an isthmus. It

is covered with vegetation and ie as plcturesque as it is fertile.
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According to the older authority

"The hills are high, steep and craggy, but covered to the very
gummit with trees and shrubs in such a manner that the spectator can
scarcely help thinking the very rocks possess the property of pro-
ducing and supporting thelr verdant covering. The flat land .....
and the interjacent valleys teem with various productions which
grow with a most exuberant vigour and £i11 the mind of the beholder
with the conviction that né place on earth can outdo this in the
strength and beauty of its vegetdtion."

So writeé Capt. Cook in the style he affected, and indeed most
people abandbn restraint when they elect to describe Tahiti, its

whidk

soft sunshine, ite fragrance,whii‘;according to Domett "Steeped the
noon," and its exquisite contours and colouring.

The stay here was very short. The absence of the Brandfzg was

much regretted and there is difficulty in keeping the returning is-

1anders sober in this most hospitable of havens. The men for Raratong

are transhipped‘the Tahitians return to thelr homea;pnd new labour
is taken on board without delay. And within a week the brig is on
her way to Borabora.

The Leeward Islands Huahine, R4latea and Borobora are extremely
prosperous with a population to-day numbering some 6,000. With ite
fine harbours it is quite probable that this group in the future
may rival the Windward Islands. But the diary tells little of any
of the trees. Indeed after this first visit not many calls are

made and very little business is dome in this group, which,

however, with its climate and fertility, becomes yearly better known
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by the world outside. The islands are high and wooded and Bora-
bora's harbour and noble cone 2380 feet in height make it worthy of
remembrance .

Here the purchase of Caroline was concluded and valuable in-
formation as to other islands acquired, and with all necessary docu-
ments and some new charts on board,after the shortest possible halt
the voyager set sail again, reaching Caroline early in April.

Mr. Flockton in charge here, took over the new recruits and-in .
less than & week the entries in the diary enumerate the charts
samples and documents selected to pack for a longer VOoyage. There 1ie
a little suppressed home=-eickness hidden in the brief entry-

"gth April. On board the brig en route for Honolulu and -
please God - for Home."

The many lightning trips made in this and succeeding years would
have given matter to Jules Verne whose tales at this time were Just
coming into vogue. To-day & clnema presentment of John Arundel's
cruises in the Pacific on ocean craft of the 'seventies, in con-
ditions that then ruled would make a most instructive film, full
of movement and colour. Even on the less ffequented South Sea
Islands the twentieth century sweeps away primitive conditions and
successfully plants in the midst of these ameliorations of which
the 'seventies never dreamed.

of these there is no greater boon than the daily and hourly
communication with the world outside made posesible by Wireless and
Electric Telegraphy. The whole system plays a part on distant

outposts that can never be understood by dwellers in towns. Out
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on lonely stations the lighthouse keeper or border shepherd who
was once cut off completely from his kind, can now hear friendly
voices telling the current news; at his telephone he feels his fellows
hears them whisper, if need be, and can laugh at daily happenings.
Through‘wireleas‘thoae even more isolated - the Polar explorer,
the dweller on distant islands are miraculously linked up with
the world pulsing close at hand even though it lies immeasurably
parted across the spaces that once could not be bridged.

In the early 'seventies, though telegraph lines threaded most
of the lands of Australasia the latest news here came by mail from
America which it reached by two cable routes across the Atlantie,
the second laid in 1866. It was the imperative need of direct com-
munication with London that sent John Arundel on that 1873 trip to
San Francisco, returning Hawailian labour en route. The stay at
Honolulu was short and at dawn of the 13th May the entry in the
diary debates as to whether it will be possible to find a telegraph
office open that night. At midnight there 1s another note = written
at San Francisco.

"Entered the Golden Gates about 7: moored alongside wharf at
9 p.m. Found the office still open and got off my message to London.
Shall soon know my immediate future now, but I do not see the way
clear for going home. There is a busy enough time before me here."

The principal business here of course, was the despatching of
cablegrams and mails and the waiting for replﬂ? But other pressing
matters concerned a mail service via Tahitl to link up Caroline,
Vostoﬁk and such other islands as might be working}.the chartering
of boate for the shipping of guano, and the establishment of
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relations with American firms interested in the Pacific. A first
meeting with the head of the big German firm of Godeffroy and Co.
calls for notice later. This great enterprise in its activities
might almost claim to have given a lead to Berlin in schemes for
German aggrendisement in the Pacific.

CGOWJ

Momente of 1eiaurqﬁwere occupied with Professor Price in his

laboratory analysing samples and working with new apparatus. A course
of medicine was also taken under the experts at the University. So -
the entries run - "With Professor Price at the Labororatory"it Lab.
with Dr. Brigham who went through the Franco-Yerman war and has the
Cross of the Legion of Honour. Advises the latest Handbook of
surgical operations - used in the war a good deal."

Again he 1s at the Laboratory every spare moment, and from the
4th June varies these visits with attendance at Lectures by Dr. Lane
and Professor Barkson on surgery, on anatomy, on the Hoaeionﬂaphthal-
mology. For the rest of his time here he attended as many operations
as could be seen at the hospitals and clinics. A short entry appears
quite freguently. "The case this morning made me feel very queer
indeed."

The work at the laboratory helped in the necessary analysis
of samples, and a letter from a relative explains all the intense
interest in surgery and medicine.

uWhen Jo.Te A. waa in port he went the rounds of the hospitals to
watch operationa.uhtil his islands supported their own institutions

this was made necessary by the very frequent absence of dooctors

engaged on the staff when it became imperative for him to be pre-

pared to treat patiente and even to operate. In San Francisco
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bhe attended the lectures of the famous surgeon Lane, after whom the
big lospital there is named. Although this work tried him very
much in emergencies he was able to deal with agcidents that befell
his native workmen and to perform operatioms - once successfully
removing a shattered arm."

July found the traveller on the high seas again. On the voyage
from Honolulu to Starbuck a larding was made on Christmas Island
(Pacific Ocean) to take possession of that largest atoll on the .
South Seas on behalf of his prindipals who were now the 1935233 |
o;n%hia and other uninhabited islands round about the Phoenix Group-s

2 ~ L W“-\,
(under seal of Queen Vw L= Vv#ﬂ)”"“

Christmas Island lying just south of the Line was not actually
annexed by Great Britain until March 1889, 80 it is evident that the
Colonial Office of the 'seventies, so often charged by its own
supporters with neglect of existing inhabited trading Colonies, was
not undeserving of the charges made against it by the American Press,
and elaborated into indictments by some writers who cannot be ignored.
These claim that islets dis covered by American sailors and worked by
enterprising citizens of tye United States "passed by sale or license
or abandonment by American occupante into the possession of an
English firm," and that it was after this that H.M.S. "cormorant® took
possession of Jarvis, Christmas, Fanning, Baker and Palmyra Islands.
"The only atolls not indicated on the map as British" writes J. D.
Hague in 1902 "were Baker and Howland, and both of these" he continues,
"gre now actually occupied by the aforementioned English company which
recently was engaged in the shipment of guano'therefrom under license
of the Colonial Office of the British Goverrment and under the
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protection of the British flag."
The statement is true enough, and certainly sounds as if 1t
were ground for a.lgrievanceo A%'a.t nobody at the time seemed to realiese
however, was that the United States had stores of rock phosphaies
within its own territories which made the guano workings on the 'Line
Iglands' as they were then called, absolutely insignificent and

worthless. If the stores at Ocean and Nauru had been discovered

in 187%, no firm, no matter how enterprising, would have taken the *

enormous risks incidental to the successful working of such poor
stores as lay hidden within and about the coral islete of the Eastern
Pacific.

Neither Arundel of Starbuck as he might be called nor his
principals were prepared to abandon their adventure, because their
first island would soon be worked out, so Caroline, Vostok, the
Phoenix Group, Christmas and Fanning, became the theatre of their
operations for the next ten years.

At Christmas Island a notice was found pasted on to the walls
of & rude shanty evidently lately inhabited declaring the atoll to
be the property of the American Guano Co. And on the inside wall of
the hut was a further declaration written in English and in Hawalian
announcing that "There 1is noiguano on this Island.™ This was true
enough; the statement had been made long before on better authority
than that of the two gentlemen who apparently constituted the American
Guano Co.

There is 1little doubt that the mistakes as to the existence of
guano on the Pacific Christmas Island have arisen through reports on
the wealth of that other Christmas Island in the Indian Ocean.
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which shares with the two equatorial islands in the Central Pacific
the distinction of having the only reliable supply of phosphates in
the British Empire.

But Christmas Island Jjust ™ Worth of the Equator is not without
interest or value. It is the largest atoll in the Pacific and ite
central lagoon is of noble proportions. For many years it was a
favourite haunt of South Sea whalers. To-day it has one of the
finest of coconut plantations and its settled fgrtility is partly
due to the early planting of small companies. Later a big British
firm bought it and native workers from Manahiki were employed to plani
the coconuts for which this once barren land is now noted. The
barrenness is only in seeming for Christmas Island is actually one
of the most fertile atolls in the Pacific.

John Arundel speaks off the plantings here more than once, but th
present halt was only a call for the gathering of samples and to ensu
against trespass.

Aug. 12th found the Congueror of Starbuck back on that island,
superintending the removal of the buildings to Caroline Island. There
are no entries as to the arrival - a tame one after some of the land-
ings on these shores, but "Found all island affairs A.I." 1s the
summing up of the stay here.

A fortnight later all the buildings were on board and the party
re-embarked leaving only three tried natives to guard what guano was
still unshipped.

The tale of these islands is only one of the many stories that
could be told. To-day both Starbuck and Caroline are distant atolls,

not often visited. The record of the doings of the guano seekers
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is only vaguely remembered. It is told by skippers generally
a8 hearsay. Not even the old employees remember the days when
the names of these-f:g%:da cropped up constantly in shipping in-
telligence and harbour reports. That once the fine Norwegian barque
Iné?;ha &hﬂ English clipper ship ,Golden Horn-out from Melbourne,
the Isabella and the France Cherie~from Tahiti, the Lunalilo, the
Augusta, etc., eto., followed each oﬁher in and out of Starbuck
moorings as they might have done in and out of Sydney harbour, and
then sailed - a successicn of argosles =~ direct for England with
cargoes to be watched and quoted in trade reports - is a fact that
even J.T.A., hlmself seeme to have forgotten to take pride in.
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Te year 1874 saw a change in the method of working which speaks
of very pronounced powers of adminis tration brought to bear on the
island enterprise. In September 1873, after a run to Tahiti, had
come the entry "Good guano from Fanning. We are now interes t2d in
Fanning and Washing ton with Mr. Grieg. Alone in Palmyra", But within -/
another half year three other atolles were added to the list held by
the Engliah.compaqy, whose proclamation of their rights was now
guarded on Starbuck, Vostok, Caroline, Flint, Christmae, Washington,

Fanning and Palmyra by a working party,in some cases,of only two men.
At Bellinghausen the custodians stayed only a few weeks conditions

evidently justifying an abandcnment of their trust, since they all

found employment on Flint on their arrival there.
In extending the field of operations the enterprise now dsalt

with consignments other than guano. Toa-wood,pearl-shell,cocoanut 0il
and,later,copra helped to freight the fleet of island craft now gen-
erally chartered from Tahiti since af ter the move to Caroline the mest
convenient labour market was naturally found at or nsar Raratonga.

On hie last hurried visit to England the administrator of thig
ever widening businese had realised how constant was the demand for
pearl-shell and how easily it could be met from the islande. At
Flint Island too,the discovery in the principal tree of that wooded

atoll of the Toa was probably one of the cirocumstances which deter-
mined the immediate landing of & working party and the opening of

what was actually a never looked for branch of trade. Toa wood

A
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is in great demand in California for the making of furniture and
the very handsome doors of the Stock Hxchange in San Francisco are
made of it. It was categoried by some merchants as Italian walnut.

But before this development of Flint the Starbuck workings were
in the hands of a party of three who clearsd what remained of the
guano and carried out the conditiorns which, according to the diary,
"Har Majesty imposes on those of her subjects to whom she graciously )
grants leases of these low islands. These require that a beacon :
about 60 feet in height be erscted or else coconuts or other con-
spicuous trees should be planted in comranding position."

Tese conditions of lease have probably prevented some wrecks
on Starbuck where the planting had to yield to the beacon. On Flint,
Palmyra, Caroline and other islands the continued and increasing
production of copra, in itself more valuable than the original deposit
of guano, had its beginning in the plantings of those early ‘'seventies
when John Arundel made his headquarters at Caroline, but spent the
better part of the year inspecting the different works, or when on
tough little barquentines and such craft he sailed the high seas

prospecting for new islands or recruiting labour.
The opening up of Caroline in the end of '73 made a contrast

to those early struggles on Starbuck. All hands realised how vastly
improved were conditions and work was pushed ahead with great vigour.
Entries in the diary follow each othsr almost gaily: "Gale laying
moorings." "Laboratory up and fitted." "Native quarters and tramways
finished." "House for the manager begun." "Good progress made with

stables," etc.
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On Caroline Island the trolly I;B drawn by ponies at a time
when in a New Zealand bush-settlement the first equine to appear there
caused a stampede among the children retuming from school who could
not have been more frightened if they had been meetiné a tiger.

Christmas 1873 found everyone in the best of spirits. By the
New Year the guano and boat-houses were completed and the drying
floor on the field - an imnovation here - was in regular use.

At the end of 1873 the first landings were made at Flint and
at Vostok, where the natives swam through the surf to find the
opening into the reef. "This" comments the diariet "is always
found on the side of ths island protected from the prevailing wind.
Prospects of guano looked promising,on both islets but conditions
did not favour immediute work on Vostok, where was "Bad landing -
kigh surf." Within a year, however, work was taken up here, while
two natives were in charge at Flint with a notice posted that "This
island is held under lease from the British Government, etc.,"

1st of January 1874. On Caroljne. "A squally day. About

four p.m. the cry of Sail Ho, showed a vessel well to the leeward,
but it passed without calling. We rebuilt the boathouse blown down
this morning. Owing to the weather work has been changed about, but
a lot of guano has been brought down."

Up to '74 labour was brought simul taneously for Caroline and
Starbuck from Honolulu and Tahiti, and both these porte sent supplies
to the islands, while the Chief made his lightning inspection visits

by alternate runs north and south.
However, in the Hawaiian Gazette of March 1874 it is recorded -
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"The brig Augusta with Mr. Arundel and some natives sailed for
Starbuck on Monday. Hereafter it is proposed to employ Raratongans
instead of Hawaiians as labourers, cwing to Raratonge being soc near

to Caroline. 1Its natives too &are credited as being among the best
of workers and sailors. Those Hawaiieans who have enlisted in this
guano service and who are deeply attached to MKr. Axundei, regret
very much the proposed change."

An April entry in this year tells that on Caroline "a great

deal of sickness prevaile - principally sore throats and headache.™
 The men say it was brought by the last boat. More than half the
quarters are down with it, and I have not been exempt. It is like
severe bronchitie and soms of the patients seem very ill. I am
coming ®© the comclusior that a small living without thie perpstual
care would be better than any fortune with mind and body wornm out."

But the mood passed. The arrival of the new island yacht -

the Liljan - built to order - and the recovery of all hands bright-
ened things up again, It would be interesting to know if this 1874
visitation was one of the first appearances on the islands of influ-
enza, which is usually accredited with coming to the lands of Aust-
raelasia in the 'eighties, although in the oldworld,Ben Jonson
seemed to know it well.

April 6th gives the entry "There is barely four dqyalrood left."

The expected Nautilus with supplies did not arrive till the 13th.
Work had to be knocked off before this to husband food and the last
pig on the island was killed. However, after the Nautilus two o ther
boats came with provisions and it wae safe for the Chief to leave
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in his yacht for the Vostok, Flint and Starbuck visits. At Vostok
the staff of four was doing wonders. On Flint all was "first rate",
and on Caroline after a month's absence the work had so far advanced
that it was evident that guano estores would soon be running short.

It must be allowed that these cruises made a very delightful
break in the monotony of the life. Bven without these Caroline was
a great improvement on Starbuck. "The atoll is about 400 miles from_
Tahiti"” says the diarist, "and 420 from Starbuck. I first saw it
when the moon was shining, lighting up the lagoon and touching the
different islands that studded the outar reef. Thase wsre covered
with trees of different kindes and ths land-bresze blowing off the
island brought that same indescribable fragrance that is met at Tahiti?

"Daylight," h=2 says again, "showed an island entirely different
from the one we have left. Starbuck is a barren, burnt-up,glaring
sand-bank. Caroline a perfect gem of bright green, waving foliage,
varied by the darker leaves of coconut palms."

"The entire island-mass as it is set in the blue Pacific is
about seven miles long by one wide. It consists of a lagoon encir-
cled by a coral reef, studded with what are islets at high water,
but when the tide is low the whole is dry land. Caroline is a trus
"atoll", and the lagoon with its shelves of growing coral is most
beautiful at low tide, when it is possible to look through a wat er
glass into the depths of this gigantic aquarium. 'The coral looks
like foreste of petrified trees with great branches to which at

intervals cling half opened shslls of every colour - green,blue,
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orange, etc. Darting in and-out, instead of gaily coloured birde are
fishes quite gorgeously tinted and of every shape and size."”

Another traveller speaking of these glories gives a depth of
fifty or more fathoms to the lagoon. "'The appearance”,says this
authority, "is extraordinarily beautiful.... The water exhibits so
surprising a transparency that an object the size of a man's hand may
be seen at a dspth of ten fathoms. At the bottom is a wilderness
of marine vegetation of the most gorgeous colours, in some places
seeming to be spread over the surface of sloping hilles, in others
to be growing out from the sides of tall pillars or rocks or towers
pierced with vast caves in which the refrac ted beams of sunshine
cause the water to glow like opals."

"Amongst all this are to be seen great multitudss of fishes
of the most extraordinary shapes and hues - gold and purple and
violet and scarlet, Jjet-black, mottled and every shade of green."
That these fish are poisonous at some scasons and quite good sating
at others is explained by the natives as being due to the ruling of
the heavenly bodies. 8seing what effect moonlight has on fish this
seems & feasible solution, but white authorities claim that the
phenomenon is caused by phases of coral growth.

An entry of this ysar touching the scundings at Flint and Caro-
line is underlined with the comment, "The result surprises me."

"Within the buoy - forty fathoms dsep.

"Thirty fathoms off buoy - twenty five fathoms deep.

"Ninety fathoms off buoy - One hundred fathoms deep!™®

Soundings about the Pacific Islands are invariably noted as
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unlooksed for and unusual, by widely differing authori ties. After
commenting on Starbuck soundings which show that "the island may be
compared to a dish sloping from the outser edge to a very grsat dapfh“
John Arundel says "I have often thought that it would be interesting
to see the sea-bed in and around the archipelagoes, especially the
Phoenix Group. One would expect that betwsen these islands the sea
would be very shallow, but the reverse is the case. The American
ship Tuscarora quotes soundings between Sydney and Birnie Islands
only 55 miles apart that send the line down to 3000 fathoms or 3.66
miles. Between Birnie and Enderbury - over 48 miles distant, the
depth is 2855 fathoms (3.33 miles). Three miles south west of
Enderbury Island the soundings give 880 fathoms - over a mile; and
45 miles south of Hull Island the depth ie 311 fathoms.

Other writers discussing sourndings in the Pacific agree that
it is not surprieing to find the shores of isolated coral rsefs dss-
cending precipitously from the sea level to a great depth, but when

islands are part of anm archipelago, it is quite unexpected that their
soundings-should follow the same fule. However the depths of the

Pacific are surprising in other soundings. Says an authority "It is
interesting to note that if Mt. Everest were sunk in the "Planet

Desp” its summit would be 3,000 ft. below the surface of the sea. In

1899 the greatest ocean depth known then wus ths "Penguin Deep"

30,928 feet, not many miles south of the Kermadec Islands. Then the
"Neroc Deep” was found, 31,614 ft. In 1912 the German ship "Planet "
discovered not far from the Philippines the "Planet Deep" which with

32,113 ft. is now the rsecord ocean depth. The "Planet" found that
the island of Ponape,rests on a solid coral rock base, extending to
& depth of 6,900 f£t.™

"At Jarvis and Baker and similar islande" writes J. D. Hague,
in his admirable article of 1902, "the water deepens slowly from the
puter edge of the reef yet at hardly a ship's length from the shore
a hundred-fathom lipne could not reach bottom®, a fact that vastly im-
pressed the writer of the diary on o ther islends in 1874,

The tale of any ons of these islands is not even a page in its
history - at the most it is a sentence that writes itsslf quickly,
but most impsrmanently. To-day the guano workings at Caroline are
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almost forgottsn; the island enjoys a more permanent prosperity

assured by its 30,000 coconut trees than any that came with the

guano seskers.
Nipe years af tar it had settled into middle auge as & guano is-

land, the atoll sheltered distinguished guests. It was the spot on
the earth's surface from which the eclopse of the sun on May 6th 1883
wae visible. Expeditions sent by the Govemments of the United Statss
and France carried among others, Professor Holden of Washburn Observa-
tory and M.M. Janssen, Trouvelot and Pasteur. ©Signor Cacchini, digec-
tor of the Observatory of the Roman College accompanied the party,
eand so did Sig. Palisa, astronomer to the Imperial Observatory at
Vienna. Messrs. Lawrence & Woods were sent by the Royal Socisty of

London.
Te tufted little atoll still green and beautiful as the diary

describes 1t, ma little to tell of all this fine company, who appar-
ently did not discover the significance of what John Arundel thinks
are 0ld native remains on the north-west. "Whether these are places
of burial or sacrifice I cannot determine" says the diarist. "We

opened one of them but could find nothing to guide me to any conclu-
sion." ,

There is probably no possible solution of most of the many
different riddles of thess island sands. ‘That of Carolins atoll is
insignificant beside ths other problem of the far distant Carolirne
Islands where is stored so much that makes their secrets the more tan-
talising. Excepting only Easter Island these remains of an ancient
and wonderful civilisation are the most interesting of all the islands
in the Pacific. At Ponape and little Lele this "enchanted regiom of
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archaeology"” piles its evidence as to the existence of a great
Empire, but by irhom built up, at what period, how long pre-eminent,
and when destroyed, it is impossible to make any surmise. The most
that the monstrous ruims of the Ponape Venice tell is that tuis

mystery is - and so far is impenetrable.
. So the tiny remains of the so far lesser Caroline call for
little more than comment. ‘
"There are no poisonous reptiles on the atolls" says the diaris t.
"and it would be possible to lie down and sleep in the tropical '
forests of such islands as are wooded without fear of anything more
harmful than rats."
Stevenson speaks of these island forests of bread-fruit and
coconut palms and he tells of stumbling ower the taro roots while
he is eating bananas. No one would stumble about the Australian
bush eating a banana or anything else. As for sleeping in its tinted
shade! - 1t is well to move warily there and as quickly as possible,.
"hs alwaqrs. the managers of the 'seventies, Messrs. Thompson, the

Flockton Brothers and Aaron and Stephen Gale are valued friends, and
entries in the diary frequently tell of the trust and appreciation
their work meritod and received. By the end of 1874 preparations

are undsr weigh for another removal of headquarters, this time to
Flint, which is described in Stewart's Handbook as "a remarkably

flat atoll built of corzl on volcanic rock,which must have subsequent.-
ly burst up in the middls.... Landing is vary difficult; the island

is almost completaly enclosed by coral rasfs." According to this

authority Flint has now soms 26,000 coconut trees "most of which
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were planted by the original holdars, John T. Arundel & Co."

. T

But ths move was not made for the planting of coconuts. Thare
was once guano at Flint though the fact is almost forgottsn.

In May 1875 came a visit to San Francisco where a growing de-
mand for toa from Flint is much more pressing than any for guano.
Yot again this indifference to phosphates is not yet attributed to n
the budding trade in Belgian deposits nor yet to the rise of those - _
stores in America which ac tually give the key to that mystery as to
why islands first discovaerad by American enterprise and originaily
worked by American capital should have besen so readily left for
her British Majesty to lsase to her subjects.

From ¥lint Island now the shipments of Toa ara vary consider-
able. An August entry credits the Iona with carrying 59,000 fest
of this wood.

In March 1876 the Chisf arrived at Caroline from Flint on an
inspection visit just before the Georgs Thompson, & big vessel full
of storas was wrecked as it drew up to moorings.

T am thankful to say thers is no loss of life,but tha delay and
mone tary loss and upset to plans generally is most dishear tening."

The wreck postponed the hopsd for visit to England, alrsady
delayed from 1875.

The difficulty of bringing lhipg?%gfl sail from the opsn ssa
to moorings was very great. The westerly current increased this.

Says an authority: "Too much way meant forging ahead to fatal disas-

ter on the reef a ship's length beyond the buoy. Too little way
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meant failure to maks fast, with all the unhappy consaquences of
drifting to lseward in the strong westerly current and b2ating to
windward perhaps for many days befors returning for anothar attempt."
This disast3r at Carolins was the first of such wrecks sincs 1871,'
a wonderful rscord, telling of exceptional skill in the choosing and
laying of moorings. Together with this the gifts of the mooring-mas ter
must ba taken into account. On the sarly islands, as on succseding
ones, a very capable figure fillad thie important post. The first
of the three expert mooring-masters whose gifts ars even extolled by
the natives and constantly recorded in the diariaax Mr. Stephen Gale,
like Captain Theet and Mr. G. W. COzana,(now Marine Su_parintendant
att Ocean Islang)made very faw mistakes.
After ths wrack entries that do not touch essantials ars faw.
In times of keen disappointment it is noticeable that this man,extreme-'
ly inarticulat s when deep feeling moves him, turns to dumb friends -
his favourite cat, the little terricer with a waiting welcome at Flint
Island and the now well-tried riding hack\ Charlie. That somswhat
pamperad stsad, an institution on Starbuck and Carolins, is now on
Flint and very frequsnt mention is made of expeditions when the asso-

ciation of man and his dumb friend is avidently helpful in tims of

stress.
In the January of 1877 the first vieit was paid to Fanning where

Mr. Grieg and his family lived on one side of the island, employing
his own staff in the preparation of cocoanut oil and drying a little

guano. J. T. A. was quite satisfied with his share of the deposit,
and laft full of hope for the enterprisse.
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The 15th of February 1877 ends his last inspection via'si.t from
Flint; and on the 5th of March comss the note "Left for Honolulu and
America by S8. Australia." A delightful circumstance of his stay in
San Francisco ssems to have been that he was in time to hear Ilma
da Murska in Robert le Diable. ‘This,after the silance of the islands,
was certainly worthy of remembrance. In business, while held by the
delay of mails from Ta.hiti Auckland a.nd Australian port.a he concludsd
negotiations for a large sala of Toa and of coconut 0il; and watched
several operations at the hospital. The absance of all call for
guano 1s noticeabls, but it was not until his arrival in New York
that any entry spsaks as to the reason for this.

Washing ton 13th May, 1877. "We ‘Italkad much of South Carolinan

phosphates and their development."

The discovery of American phosphates dates from 1868 and South
Carolina was to be for twenty years the chief producing Sta e. River- -
rock was worked in the streams above Beaufort! land-rock was crushed |
near Charlsston and at the time this was the highest grade phosphsat e
on the market. From North Carolina, Alabama and Pennsylvania phos-
phates were export ed during this decade, but only in small quantities.

Then in 1887 Floridan pebbles from the gravels of the Psace
River were found to bs richer than any existing s tores, and these
great river beds and old river valleys, promised an insxhaustible

supply of ths dark colourad phosphate. Florida 8till supplies more
phosphates than all the Amaerican states toge ther, although Tennessae
~deposits were opened in 1892, and mining for bhosphatss began in

Arkansas in 1900.
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On the trip across America while wailting for mails Idaho,
Chicago and Salt Lake City had b3en visited. Now came a run to
Charleston - the most important of that visit. Urgent calls from
home, however, allowed no fur ther delay and the diary of the voyags
concludes - "May 26th. Off Queenstown."
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This hurried business tour was not what the exile had hoped fof.
When the visit was to come in 1875 it was to last at least twelve ;-
months. Two years later hls father's dangerous illness brought him
across Americe to no leave at all, but to a very strenuous period
of hard work. For three weeks, time that could be gpared from the
office was spent in the sickroom; later followed the winding up of
family affairs and the tedlious processes through which these must be °
brought to a settlement.

July was devoted to island business = interviewing firms
interested in Pacific matters, inspecting machinery and opening up
avenues for further ieland activities. At this time the traveller
wes f£illing a seat at the table of the Board with duties that made
atill more insistent demands on the bare four months he was able 9;
to spend in England. It was perhaps with relief that he boarded

the Soythia for return and the entry comes in due course - almost

gaily:

Oct. 25th 1877. "Back again in New York. A lot of work waiting*f:
This is the tale of island activities, not of individuals, but i
it gives point to the fact that such enterprise claims its toll to
f£ind that the date Julyl5Sth 1870-held to his death as the most memor-‘
able day of his 1life - wag B0 treasured in memory not because it |
gives the birth of the island enterprise, but because 1t conmemorates:
the opening of his engagement to the lady who not t111l 1882 Joineq' !

him in hie great adventure. There were hopes that 1875 and then
1876 might terminate the probation. The wreck at Caroline put

g period to all auohjaggss for at least two years. Now it
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was hoped that 1879 might give the wished for leave. The
intervening years had given him his place as the main figure in
guano operations. On this short stay in England he assumed a
position which within the next five years would be developed into
that of principal of the J.T. Arundel Company. So in spite of set-
backs the time had not been ill-spent. That it had not brought the
success he hoped for was due to causes gquite beyond his control.
While the super-phosphates industry in the South of England still
existed, while Canadian phosphates were sinking in value and no
European stores yet found were taking their place, while Peruvian
guanos were losing favour and Pacific guanos were extolled by
American and German experts alike, it was impossible to see the
actual effect of the South Carolinan discoveries of 1868. Indeed
in the early 'seventies the Yankees themselves did not realise the
jmportance of this find which was to make America for a time the
chief supplier of super-phosphates for both sides of the Atlantic.
The end of the period was to see the languishing industry
in the South of England expire; the 'eighties would boom Belgian
and Frenoﬁ stores and would bring on to the horizon first the Tunis=-
Algerian deposits and then the rich Gafsa mine. Thus at the end
of the 'seventies there was a possibiliiy that every market for
island guano would close within no very remote future. The
opening of new marts within the next ten years was a work for
diplomacy. To this end and to the trading of island resources other
than guanos, was the period of the 'eightles and 'nineties to be

iy
devoted by the guano company with which John Arundel was now a
prominent member.
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In the meantime Fanning Island stores were already disposed

of in advance, and for a few years the Californian market although
not keen on the island fertiliser still claimed some guano and was
interested in other branches of trade. From New York or Sam Fran-
cisco runs were agaln made to the Southern States and to others
where works or mines existed. Always the entries in the diary point
to the recognition of the efficiency that rules in American methods =
the efflclency =0 evident in Panama to-day = the efficiency which, -
though it often exists, usually hides itself in England. The note
"At Mansfield saw a car lifted bodily, its broad-gauge wheels re-
moved and narrow gauge ones put on. Then it started on its new
journsy - all in the space of two minutes!" gives the key note of
many such ocomments.

On the 17th of December at Honolulu aa&tg regular island notices

;ﬁﬁ:?ﬁ. "Our guano Co. taking over Fanning working." "Schooner Venus
loading Toa at Flint." In January 1878 came another run to New

York for the purpose apparently,of joining English and Ameriocan
guano companies in a stiffening up of operations among these firms
agalnst German aggrendisement.

By March 1878 at Honolulu the usual mail and shipping business
was eénded before the 18th and the traveller on the high seas again
en route for Fanning island which was touched on 22nd. '

The experience here 1s slightly reminiscent of Starbucky in
that the opening up of operations is broken up by unexpected

voyages and another trip home, and that the chief difficulty is me$
in the lnitial stages of the enterprise.

27 .5.78. Entry.

“Fanning Island. In my tent. Landed at Grieg's place at noon
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Friday and stayed the night. Came over here yesterday morning doing
the walk in an hour. Pitched my tent to windward of everybody. Spent
the evening chatting with the staff. Cool and pleasant night, but
did not sleep well. Tried cold seawater bath last thing last night
but again not with good results. After breakfast began shipping
which here ia possible only at high tide. 800 bags to-day. Mules
working well. My first introduction to these quaint oreatures."

60th March 1878. "It has rained more or less all morning. We
have, however, been at work raising rock, but had to knock off so
that the poor fellows could get dry. Am writing in my tent - but
obliged to shift the bed over;%he storehouse on account of wet.
Now I have moved the weather looks better, but as everything ia
damp it is wiser to stay here."

"Walked to south point yesterday = Sunday - and returned through .
the scrub. Saw a lot of ponds, and in one a fish like a mallet: also
& number of birds,.some white omes that I do not know."

Fanning Island 17 square miles 1n area is a low coral atoll
from two to ten feet above sea-lsvel, enclosing a shallow lagoon.

The coral belt is in no place wider than 1500 yards. Although it
had not been noted for its deposits, a very great deal of guano has
been shipped from here, and from coconut trees even in the 'sixties
quite good oil was obtalned. Since then the owner Mr. Grieg, had
made copra very successfully.

In May 1878 came the two Gales taking charge during the next

inspection visit which would last ti1ll the end of the year. It is to
be boticed that while from Caroline Tahiti was the centre of operation
San Francisco and Honolulu are the nearest ports to Fanning, and for
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'78 and '79 in consequence were the business headquarters.

A call was ﬁade at Christmas Island with hopes for its
future. This atoll lies 145 miles from Fanning and existing
trees 1n 1878 were found ready to give coconut-oil in paying
quantities and, possibly, copra. There was every indication too
that systematic planting would give splendid results.

Christmas atoll was a discovery of Captaln Cook's and
whalers for many years made it a port of call. Its fertility
together with the presence of a very fine harbour with anchorage
"for a fleet" has always given high hopes of Christmas Island
which, however, have not been realised. No one of the many cap-
italistes who have invested money here have made more than a pay-
ing return on the sum invested - chiefly through the difficulty
of linking up this equatorial distant atoll with the world outside.
Many voyagers have written of its white sands, of its tufts of old
coconut palms, of its fertility and its fine climate which,by a
French writer recently was pronounced to be perfect. The same
authority declares that the 300 acres now planted with their
prospective return of 120 to 150 tons of copra a year proves that
Christmas Island bas a future. He further notes that the many
anchorages close to the shore are good and safe. In this John
Arundel agrees, However, although he visited the big atoll many
times and carried out some of the initial work there his own
company never became directly interested in Christmas, which has

been worked almost continuously by a New Zealand firm.
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On this November inspection visit entries show he was much
pleased with the planting done by‘the small working parties and
with prospects generally; and he finds time to tell of the birds
of which Louds Becke a little later and F. D. Bennett some half a
century before him have spoken. On the longer stays at Fanning
particularly much leisure time was spent studying, as well as
the aquatic birds, & small white parroquet and the few warblers
seen there and in making collections for his lifelong friend
Canon Tristram of Durham, author of Tales of the Isles Told by
Birds of the Air. This authority was especilally interested in
one species which he pronounced to be peculiar to Fanning.<

A trip to Washington Island in this year is noted with full
particulars of the coconut oil which that island was producing
in some quantities in 1878. Later in the year came another
cruise, leaving Fanning in September for Ralatia, Tahiti, Caroline,
Flint, Vosto§k, Malden, Starbuck and arriving back at Fanning
in December to pick up labour for return to Hénolulu in the middle
of January. There was a short delay at Tahitl and a little 4if-
ficulty with the French Government over the provisions of the
1872 Island Labour Protection Act. The authorities, however, were
very soon reassured as to the exceptional conditions ruling on
what the natives called "Aneru's islands." It was inevitable that
there should be greater difficulty in recruiting for the guano
works than for coconut planting but the fact that ex-employees
were always anxious to return to thease fields gave emphasis to

the popularity ofthis employer. The labour difficulty at this
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time in Hawall as well as in the Southern groups was a very real
one. That it did not assume proportions to menace the success
of the undertaking was probably due to the personal popularity
in which "Aneru" was held.

The early 1879 run to Honolulu for the returning of labour
was extended to San Francisco and mails there received sent the
voyager down to Sydney calling at Tutiila, the promising trade
prospecta there attracting all nationalities. This was one of the
earliest visits to Samoa where during the 'eighties the English
company conducted & good deal of business. In Sydney‘labour
complications were studiedjand entries 1n the dlary generally
touch guano stores in the Torres Straits and Gulf of Carpentaria
as well as details of supplles in those 1lslands to the east of
Australia over which the French government was beginning to be
congerned.

In April the wanderer then at Suya devotes some entries to
India as a market for supplies and labour. The visit made for
the purpose of examining the copra produced in Fij]li opened many
new interests. But by May he 1is again in Sydney drawn there per-
haps by the talk of the Ashmore Shoals and Queensland islands
producing, according to the protesting French press, guano
showing 69% of phosphates. France in 1870 was as much concerned
about these islands as she was later over Clipperton Island -
and with as little ground.

In June of this year again all island firms are awake to the

menace of the Hamburg ring. In this matter the company which
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John Arundel represented seems to have been particularly clear-
gighted. In Fl1]Ji, in New South Wales and Victoria Pacifioc trade:s
quite realise&?ﬁhnger to local enterprise but members of British
Pirms did not always do so. However, Messrs. Houlder Brog. were
apparently awake to the grave danger to wider Britiesh interests in
the South Seas. This points to very great perspicacity, for at the
time it was the fashion in England to distrusi the ambitions of
Paris rather than those of Berlin. |

Preparations for another trip home are evidenced in the
June entries not in actual statements but by the collection of
addresses from island employees, from fellow travellers, from
missionaries on distant islands, from stewards and cabin boys whose
relations were to be personally visited by this busy man of affaire
during his stay in England in which he planned to carry through
business enough to intimidate half & dozen ordinary men. In
addition he hoped to be married. Yet with all these pressing con-
cernse= personal, commerclal and diplomatic = it is certain that
none of the promises would be forgotten. The event made it im-
possible for them to be carried out. But all those waiting friends
or.lada on coasting vessels, of stewards on Torres Straits steam=
ships, of exiles on distant outposts, and of his own men, received
their ﬁeasage of explanation and regret for this unusual omission.

For the writer of the diaries was one of the most punctilious
of men in all his relations. Above every consideration he placed

his Master's service and the opportunity of helping his fellows,
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For tpia he rarely overlooked a detail. It has been saild of him
that in his busiest hours he would not leave unanswered a message
from a child. It is remembered that he never failed to acknowledge
any letter. Indeed those who knew him best claim that he could not
leave the smallest duty undone.

The July and August of 1879 he spent in Queenslend and in
September reached Thursday Island which he was afterwards to know
very well. Evidently the plans were put forward this year for &
those bigger operations which were not actually carried out.fill
the Pacific Island Company was formed in the 'nineties. Probably
he wags to spend a year or more in England and Europe engaged in the
diplomatic business fof which he was 36 well fitted. From London
in the meanwhile a representative was being sent to take up his
work on the islands.

From Thursday Island by way of Singapore, Malacca, Penang, .
etc. he arrived in October off Galle - first visited in 1870.

Here he found & telegram telling him of the death at Honolulu of
Mr. Alfred Houlder, one of the senior partnefa of the firm, who was
on his way south to take up the management of the ielands during
Mr. Arundel's stay in England.

It is evident that from the beginning this very able member
of the firm had been keenly interested in the guano business. The
pereonal friendship that linked the two may have helped in his
adoption of the younger man's views as to developments. But there
is 1ittle doubt that Mr. Houlder quite apart from his firm's

representative, bad the development of the Pacific very closely
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at heart. It is probable that from this stay of his among the

islands plans pXaxmZ would have been pushed forward to materially
increase island interests and if possible to cope with German
embitions. Certeinly it was due to this untimely death that the
smeller J. T. Arundel Co. wae formed = a company energetic enough,

but insufficiently equipped to exercise any marked influence among

the richer and more stabke firms that were watching and occasionally

impeding enterprise in the Pacific.

Entries at Aden, at Suez, on the trip overland to Cairo,
on the run acrose from Brindisi are of the briefest. The shipwreck
at Caroline was only an untoward incident in comparison with this
loss. In the first week in November the traveller reached London.
He left again by the City of Brussels for New York on November 25th.
The work facing him made it imperative that his movements should be
unhampered agd his wedding was again postponed.

Dec. 19th 1879. Copies from Press Telegram.

"Berlin. The Federal Council have adopted by a considerable

ma jority a Bill fixing the legislative period of the Reichstag at

% years. The Crown Prince favours Messrs. Godqfioy's application
for an imperial guarantee and also advocates that uermany acquires
territory in the Samoan group." The only comment "werman activities

in the Pacific® seems to show that the traveller realised very

early in the history of Samoa how detrimental these activitles might -

become .

After settling Mr. Houlder's business in America and Honolulw !

the retwn was made to Fanning in January 1880. For a time a

L

T ey
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period was set to all larger plans. The working of the islands
in haﬁd was pressed on apace and in addition to those already
starfed‘atolls neighbouring on or comprising the Phoenix group
were prepared for the main working when the staff at Fanning

should be ready to be removed.
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That a period was now put to any proposea wider activities of
the London firm in the South Seas seema evident and that this was
directly accounted for by the untimsly death of Mr. Alfred Houlder

id probable. But other agencies were at work to urge concentration

"in shipping business rather than on any uncertain issues. The histe- 4

ory of the 'e2ighties indeed seems to show that the limited work
of the smaller firm was safer than the wider and mcre speculative
activities of any big company. The progress of Samoca for instance
for the next decade made it necessary to exercise extreme caution
in buainess relationships there. Pacific enthusiasts of the day

perhaps did not altogether realise that without premonitory warning

- a period of stress had set in which menaced all island activities,

But there were signs for those to read who could.

A parsimonious Colonial Office at home; an aggressive policy
on the part of France; the all watchful derman advance made busi-
ness difficult at the outsst. Depressed and falling land values
in the States in Australia and New Zealand - due very largely to
the mistakes of amateur farming-were affecting all enterprise in
those countries. That the effect of this instability could disturb
the development of new lands was possibly not unrealised by many P“?'
ific merchants. But distrust was in the air and many businssses
cut down outlay as a precautionary measure.

Firms interested in guano had the American phosphates to oonaic}erf
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and in the late 'seventies and early 'eightises all employers of
island labour were faced with the complications set up by the
working of the Pacific Islanders Protection Act passed in 1872 but
not actually enforced until the appointment of the Commissicner.
It was inevitable that the working of this Act, enforced
over a tremendous area and drawn up to benefit many conflicting
interests should for a time work adversely for the employer. 1In
itself a most beneficent measure there were times when in its ap-
plication it set up distrust all round. The atrocities of the
early Peruvrian trade in labourers, scandals that in the 'sixties
called public attention to Queensland plantations and the effect
of this traffic in depopulating dertain islands, tc-gether with
the active campaign against blackbirding carried on by all
humanitarians at home and abrcad, made the passing of the protective.
act imperative. For half a century officers of tne British Navy
had declaimed against island trader and employer alike, and in the
interests of their own reputation the Australian States as well as

Fiji pressed for compulsory protection for the labourers.

But in the years of ths scandals not all employers were in-
human and not all trading vessels were slave-ships; indeed the
exceptions had done the mischief. As many authorities point out
most of the Queensland planters treated their workpeople well
and their quarters and wages were quite up to the requirements of
the Act.

Unfortunately in such cases the exception does not prove the

rule but sweeps it away. In 1847 a naval captain had reported of
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3 disturbance he was sent to quell at Ratuma that "natives by

fair means or foul were decoyed" to work on Queensland stations as !

shepbérds, etc; this report for many years was, held as applying
tc all employers on Australian plantations.

Unfortunately the plaint of the islanders that the traffic
was depopulating their villages was not based on any exception.
By 1863 the traffic had assumed such proportions that the whole
of the male populhtion of some islands had been taken for plant-
ations in Fiji, Samoa or Hawaii. The New Hebrides, Rotuma, the
Gilberts and Ellice groups perhaps suffered most. But all had
grievances. Returned labourers brought home with them firearms
paid as wages with which they terrorised the rest of the villagers.
S8ome islands had the memory of glaring outrages. And most tragic
of all the complaints was that which proclaimsd that such child-
ren ag were born to the attenuated populations lacked altogether
the physique and mentality of the original inhabitants.

Half the trouble on the igslanda could be traced to collision
betwaen the islanders and boats' crews engaged in the traffic, the
other half to the tyranny set up by returned workmen with their
firearms. All these considerations made the passing of the 1872
measure absolutely imperative. The first appointment under this
Act made Sir Arthur Gordon then governor of Fiji High Commissioner
of the Pacific, with sympathies well known throughout the
archipelagoea. Wpen the dual appointments sere separated in

1884, th: commissionership in due course came to Sir John Thurstan

another pronounced friend of the islanders.
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But always the passinz of such measures, for a time and to a
certa;n extent must strain relations if not between the employer
and his employee yet between the employer and those whose duty it is
to regard him with distrust. The relations between John Arundel
and his men were always of the happiest, but in the closing 'seventies
and early 'eighties the working of the act more than once impeded
the carrying out of contracta. A short delay at Tahiti in 1878,
labour complications in Hawaii in 1879 were noted in their order. % 8
In the 'eighties came argument with Mr. Balam:e's goveiggﬁnt in
New Zealand and, indeed, the effect of the Act onmﬁi]ialands
aé in Fiji and Tahiti was ultimately to bring in a staff largely
recruited from China and Japan. However, this was not an immediate
development - and recruiting in the Society Islands and Raratonga
was for some time still be to regarded as a pleasant interlude
rather than a care.

The first three months of 1880 show a general rough stocktaking
of all the islands and their products. The accounts under the main
headings - guano, cocoanut 0il, toa, pearl-shell etc. are all very
satisfactory. In the light of after events this is probably a
preliminary to the forminz of the new“ébmpany in which J.T.A.
became actually the chief figure. Thie filled the evenings at
Fanninzg where the chief was relieving Mr. Gale, home on leave.

On a flying visit to San Francisco at this time the el@tion
in full ewing is noted as being carried on with "all bars closed".

This in San Francisco in the 'eighties would seem to prove that

the 8tates had travelled far since E.A.Poe's time. The ialand
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voyager wa3 a Jquite sociable person in those days and that he was |
one not easily overlooked is evidenced by a good many letters and
some few newspapers brevities touching social happenings. However
always schemes of philanthropy appealed more directly to the busy
man than did any mere social functions.

In April Fanninz was visited by phenomenal rains, but on
the whole work progreased favourably. In July came the clearing
up for a not distant move and the preliminary prospecting trip
is interesting because on this run the chief first touched Sydney
Island to be beXoved during his lifetime for itself and its
asgociations. On his return to Fanning the visit of H,M.S. Pelican
prightened some few weeks. Such incidents in life on these islands
mark red-letter days.

December on the now well known cable island was brought in
by a period of rain with phenomenal squalls continuing till
the last day of the year. Indeed on the 7th February 1881 it is
recorded that malthough mails have been ready to be despatched
the rain is so persistant that the -loadinzg of guano has been
delayed for weeks".

A cutting from a Honolulu paper in May tells that "The
clipper Vivid is again in the stream and sails for Fanning Island
immediately after the arrival of the mailboat. Capt. Cawley
takes the owner of the Vivid a cruise amonz the South Sea Islands
next month. Afterwards, it is said, the Vivid will be so0ld."

On June §.1881 the entry notes "Rain and ill-healh for six

months without break has impeded the work shockingly®.

<
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A development that ushered in those two great discoveries
of the last half of the 1Gth century - the separator and cold
gtcrage - was a marked activity in shipping circles, and the
'eighties saw the birth of three new Ocean lines. The Sydney
Morning Herald notes the first on the 19 May 1881.

"The Messageries Maritimes Mail service is now opened, the mute
being via Marseilles, Suez, Aden, Reunion,'MauritiuB, King
George's Sound, Adelaide, Melbourne and Sydney. It is subsidised
for fifteen years at £131,600 - 5 much larger mail subsidy than
tha£ paid to any English shipping firm. It is anticipated that

the Messageries Maritimes will outlive all other mail companies
on these islandes." This anticipation was hardly realised but at
the time the splendid French fleet - every vessel of which was a
thing of beauty justified these hopes.

Close on the Messageriee Maritimes line came the Hamburg to
Sydney Steam Co. - (not yet the Norddeutscher Lloyd) with itamk%uL;mA
3000 to 10000 ton boats suggesting no possible rivalry with ths
fine French steamers. At the end of 1881 a reference is made
to the formaticn of a New Zealand and Australian line of steam-
ahips runningz from London to Adelaide, Sydney and Melbourne.

Thnis Alliance line, as it wa3s called seems to have been the predecessa

of the New Zealand Shippinz Company.
The summer of 1881 was spent prospecting in and about the

Proenix Islands. These lie Juat\Scuth of the line and accordipg

to Bteward's Handbook the great circle tracks between Sydney and

Ban Francisco, between Fiji and Hawaii pass through the group
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which comprises M&,ﬂ,qr Canton, Enderbury, Birnie, Phoenix Gardgg:
McKean, Bull and Sydney Islands, with Baker and Howland.Just

north of the Equator within easy sailing distance.

John Arundal writes very fully of these islands for many
years under his control. One was especially dear to him. The
group is interesting he says "as comprising the two classes of
South Sea Island. Birnie, Enderbury and McKesan are sclid masses
utterly devecid of, or very scantily supplied with vegetation
while Sydney Hill and Gardner are atolls proper - islets covered
with vegetation encirecling a lagoon enclcesed from the sea by a
tide-locked reef. Canton Island is certainly an atoll but has
no vegetation except a few creepers and tufts of coarse grass".

These islands were disoovered in 1640 by the United States
Exploring Expedition but at that time Sydney was coverlooked.
According to the diary "The islands are covered with birds -
chiefly my old friends the Wiﬁeawakest,ln passing at night time
between the rorthern and southern limits of the group a certain
sign of the cressing of the three islands (Birnie's lying between)
is the chorus kept up by these terns. The first time I visited
the group we saw what we thought a long line of smcke and judged
it must be tne Australian mail-steamer far ocut of her course. It
was 8imply a line of these black birds - a guarter of a mile or
more long."

Birnie's is described by Professor Dana in the 'forties as being

about fcur fifths of a mile by cne thirda trending north west. No
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lagcoon. A.sandy flat about ten feet high. To the south-west
the submerged reef extends nearly a mile with the sea beating
over it." The guano éﬁézika in the 'eigkties found it larger
in every way - the northern side fully 20 feet high and on the
south two fair sized lagoons of salt water - probaply formed
by the continual washing up by the sea of shells, broken coral
etc. wkich had enclosed arms of the sea.

At Enderbury comment is made on the upheaved blocks of
coral-conglomerate and on the drying up salt lagocns. “The
existence of these large masses 0! upheaved coral founa chiefly
on the western reefs of these low islanas™ comments the writer
or the diaries "is advancea as one of the opjections to the
gsupsidence theory“. Untortunately ke omits any elapcration of
the interesting factu.

On the 26th July lobi at Syaney Islana the entry is fuller
than in general on such short viaits.

*Iglana 2 miles long. Seautitully green and oovered with
trees. Anchorage not good but easily bettered." _

"Walked right across to lagoon on the right. At first
gight this appears one lagoon but we soon found another half
the size of the first with fresh water in it. Then came another
- close to the beach and the captain afterwards struck a fourth
- a fresh-water lagoon. Roads like those at Malden lead to the
inner ridges. Finding a good deal of guano decided to stay
till Saturday. OnJ}hursday night slept under a tree but had a

proper tent last night.®
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"A ridge of old coral runs along the north ﬁhore. Climbing
this we had a good view out to sea. One of the old roads runs
along the top of thi%:g%d along ths intermediate gully parallel
with it. Afterwards it comes out by the sea but turms inlana again
passing some remarkable mounds. We traced an old road leading
to a pbig tree with remains of olaer bush lying apout.

"Further on was a remarkaole enclosure within five upright
corner stones about 6 feet high. Three lines of stones laid
vertically stretched our towards the sea but some seem to have
been displaced. Several tlat slavs lie to the north both inside
and out. These are now mucn weatherea. Rouna the lagoon are
separate piles about four feet square anda three high. Some
are on the ccral pank and some on the beach. We struck a circle
of these slaps - formerly, it woula seem, a tish pona on the edge
of the lagoon. Cne ot the nmatives wading into it found mud anad

water up to his waist. It was 20 feet in diameter and open at

one end, etc.etc.”

Again

“The traces of thefformer inhabitants are most curious and
interesting and the fis;-pona woula suggest that these were
a fairly large population. There must have been fish in the
lagoon which again had communication with the sea to keep the
water clear. A fresh water-hole has still a good supply. Beyond
thia are graves and mounds. The old paths - long lines of flat

slabs of coral=run through clumps of trees proving that these

grew after the formation of the roads. Some distance away is
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& collection of deep holes perfectly round about six feet in
depth and eight feet in diameter at the top. Whether these
were used in the cooking of food it is impossiple to say. Then
there are smaller holes - twenty or thirty altogether.*

On this same cruise Hull Islana was viegited. "Deeply wooded
ana very much indentea™ is the comment when the islana appears
from the sea anda on landing Hull is found to Lave fine fresh
water, some tull sized coccanut trees and nearly 1000 gelr sown
young palms. “The toa is in full flower here and a grove of
Boetia consiets of gpeciments much more spreading and bushy than
that on Carcline. The lagoon is clear of reefs - A very pretty
islana."®

Gardner Island has ita beauty too but "the place is not high
enough nor old enough tor guano®. |

On the 20th August a landing was made at Suwarrow where
Er. Dean was 1n.charge for an Aucklana firm. Four days later Palme r-

eton Islet, tiny spot as it was, showed more mounds, the work

of' some passec-away 1nhabitanta\for the islet was uninhabited
when visited first by whalers a century and a half ago. “The
mounds® according to the visitor " are twenty feet long and fresh
water is stored in thern. Many stone hatchets have been found in
them. wmr. Master the owner, took possession ot the islana in
1860 ana kas brought up a family of thirteen chilaren here".

On another small island visited one family had lived almost

as long as the Masters, growing cccoanuts, bananas, etc. They

kept a horse and some mules and a little chaise cart. "Tle
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animals are hobolea head to hoof to keep them from the bananas
out the mule litts his hoooled leg up and so gets as much fruit
as he wants - an extraorainarily sagacious animal"™.

Fanning stores were now worked out and pefore the new
Leadquarters was deciaed on a business trip to Samoa and New
Zealand was necessary. In Wellington New Zealana the South Sea
traveller renewed his acquaintance with old friends last seen
‘in 1869 and for the first time he met Sir Arthur Gordon the
governor ot New Zealand with whom was formed the pleasant
friendship that lasted until and after Sir Arthur, then Lord
Stanmore becama chairman of the big company of which John
Arundel was nmanaging director. MNew Zealand and Australian
papers throughout his visit were concerned with the fear of
French influence in the Pacific = a bugpvear which as the diaries
prove conclusively the South Sea traveller never_fea;pd for a
moment: His associations with the French whetzszr;:fgha smaller
company he was soon to give his name to or éé the pig Pacific

firm which carried out much wider operations, were always

extremely friendly.
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Book III.
CHAPTER 1II.

Chris tmas 1881 was spent at sea af ter a heavy wesk at Melbourne,
and on New Year's Day comes the entry "Only 1928 miles from Galle".
Later "Prof. Smith (a fellow traveller) knows Cocos and Christmas
Island ( Indian Ocean) very well. Says it is one of the best of the
cocoanut islands and copra from hera is espscially good." Evidently
thers was no knowladge then of the phosphate island we now rscognise
as a rival of the great British stores and theekﬁgifmine.

The traveller on tﬁis voyage passed through the canal from Suva
to Port Said for the first time. In 1870 it had been part of the
route to run through the Isthmus by train and in 1879 a detour had
been made to Caire. This time he left ths boat only at Naples, and
arrived in London on the 10th February - & voyage of over 6 weeks =
ir epite of his haste.

Although the visit was primarily in the nature of leave to be
devoted chiefly to his own concerns (his marriege took place aar;y
in March) a succession of unlooked for happenings added perplexities
to the diplomatic business which he expected to carry through. At
Galle news of his mother's dezth reached him; on arrival in England
Le found Mr. Edwin Houlder, aenioz?§;n2£0 firm, very seriously il1l.

Although the viesit to Brussels, Antwerp, Paris, etc., was arranged
as part of hie holidzy both inm Belgijum and Hollord island business

was pressing. At Rotterdam a firm proposing to act as sole agsente

in Holi%hd for Pacific guano claimed avery'moment.
IY must be confessed that this traveller delighting in movemant

and space is but®poor observer. Ha had ssen his Europe many times;
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holidays spent abroad with his cousin, Williem Izod, were among his
boyhood's memories, but he renews acquaintance with Bruges, with

O A

Paris, Antwerp, Brussels and Haarlem with little more pleasure, it
would seem, tkhan he feels in again catching the first glimpse of
Perim. That these visits are a delight to Mrs. Arundel brings him
pleasure. That is natural, But it is made very clear in those
apfing wanderings about Eur&pa that the joy he finds in travel is
the movement and change, rnot the revelation of it.

That at Haarlem a call is made on Senator Godeffroy with the
comment afterwards "Cuban guano is coming on ths market" and at
Berlin is noted the conclusion o experts that "prospecte will naéer
be bet ter than they are now" makes tantalising reading. What manner
of man is this Godeffroy, the senior of a firm which in its way had
as much to do with two decades of Pacific history as Bismarck had
with the next? And why, in touching the situation, 'do none of the
spsakers rsfer to Belgian quetations and rumours which by now must
have been heard of the Tunis-Algerian find, saeing that a big Scotch
firm was already negotiating for conceesions over these stores?

23rd 5.1882. A cutting from the Sydney Morning Herald after
telling of a royal licenss granted to the lessees of Bird Island
continues "a similar license has been granted to Mr. Arundel to par-
mit of the export of guano from Sydney Island."

The Vivid, that smart little craft whose spgad had been the ad-
miration of all the visiting captains at Fanning, was sold at the end

of 1881 and in the summer of 1882 the Firebrick, re-christaned the
Explorer was "brought at Sunderland. This was quite an imposing yacht

in which the owner hoped that hs would learn to know the Indian
Ocean &8 intimately as the Pacific. After Bhe left dock she
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was despatched to Suez to be ready for a prospecting trip about the
Persian Gulf and the archipelagoes to the south-east.

On Octobsr 23rd 1882 "A very sad day", -opens the entry that
notes the death of MNr. Edw{#:?%g; senior partner of the original
firm, 1In concern for this second loes, little mention is made of
ite obvious results which must be to make the island enterprise of
quite secondary importance. From boyhood John Arurdel's relations
with his employers had been thosd of close personal friendship and
throughout his life any circumstance that made for the severance of
such tiee was deplored. The policy of the younger firm of Houlders,
no less friendly to the island representative,was yet é:;g*as to-
wards concentrating::hipping business.

In view of the monstrous demands soon to be made on shipping
space by the development of cold sto;ﬁhge and the growth of the wool
trade the policy of the London firm was eminently wise. In a few
years Messrs, Houlder's fleet the Grange Line, was ready for all
calle. And it is quite possible that through ths uncertzin years
of the 'eighties and early 'nineties the smaller J.T.A. co., within
ite narrow limits did safer work than it would have done if its
activi tas had been wider. At the time small businesses survived
where big ones went to the wall.

The fall of Godeffroy's for instance was largely due to the
upwieldy proportions of this big company, Tegether with Webers with
whick it wae associated this firm had interests in Samoa,in Fiji in
the Marshalls, Gilberts and eastern Carolines and spread out oc topus-

l1ike to Torga, New Guinea, the Solomons and those islands known

af terwards as the Bismarck archipelago. If such a firm, hand in hand
with thse German Government, had been at work at the birth of thie
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century probably history would have marched faster than it did. But
in the period of fluctuating values that had now s3t in it was impos-
8ible to keep pace with this multiolicity of interssts.

Tnis, in a lessadr dsgre2e was the experience of most big companiss
at the time.

In the first week in November 1882 after his longest stay on
English soil since 1868 the traveller left Dover with Mrs. Arundel for:
the Pacific via Paris, Turin, Brindisi, Port Said and the Indian Arch- -
ipelagoss. At Aden the Explorsr was waiting and the rest of the voy-
age becams a cruise in s2arch of Indian Ocean guano. Before leaving
England leases were taken of some of ths islsts off the African Coast
and these were visitesd as wsll as the Maldivss, etc. However, no
promising stores were discovered. 1In Decambar Sunda Strait was thread-
ed and Krakatoa passed at the New Year. At the end of January, with
Thursday Island as a ¢2ntre, prospacting was begun on the Queensland
Coast and Raim2 Island and the Louisads Archipelago ware very thorough-
ly examinad.

Al though no mention of the fact is made in the diaries the Explo-
rer was at that time vary n2ar the boundary of the much discussad
Australian-German sphere of influence. It was probably the hoped

for incursion of Queansland into these fertile lands that sent so many
enterprises to northern ports in the 'sightiss.

It is well to remember that if Australian counsals has been
listenad to by the Colonial Offics, ths partition of Naw Guinsa and
the further German annexations would naver have been made. In 1867

Australia had pressad for the protection of the Crown over such
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British enterprises as might be established on thasa shores, but
betwesn the troubles of the Maori war in New Zealand, and devalop-
wents in Fiji and Tahiti, this was not the time to urgs on the
Colonial Office the adoption of further protectdve duties. Again
in 1872 New éouth Wales pressed the annexation not only of New Guinea
but of New Britain, the Solomons and the New Hebrides in the South
Pacific gnd of the Marshalls, Gilberts and Ellice Islande near the -
equator, - 333 of which afterwards became centres of German influence.

Year by year Australian opinion had strengthensd. The discovery
of gold in New Guinsa in 1878 gave it forece. By the 'eighties Queens-
land had emerga2d as the colony most interes ted in the annexation, and
in 1883 Sir Thomas McIlwraith, the Premijer acting in conjunction with
the othar provinces throughout Aus tralia, actually took possession
of New Guinea on bzhalf of Her Majesty. His action was supported
by public meetings throughout the colonies, and the need for this
annexation was affirmad by such an authority as Sir Arthur Gordon,
Commissioner of the Pacific who at first had opposed it 6n every
ground. Howaver, before the end of the yzar, the Colonial Office
undsr pressurs from Bismarck, repudiated the action of the Queens-
land Govarnment, and not the rei tarat ed demands of separats ooloni;u
nor the unanimous verdict of tha inter-colonial Conferance held at
the end of 1883 could bring any change of policy. "Germany has no .
designs on ths Pacific" was the reitsrated assertion of English minis-
ters, an asseveration that was to be refuted comple tely by the changes

on the face of the map made within the next six years.
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The Explorar rsached Sydney Island in March, and hsrs the site
of the house was determined and stores left. A weak later the voyags
was continued to Auckland, with calls at Pango-Pango, Apia and
Tutuila. On leaving tha very unusu«l comment is made by this frisnd-
liest of wayfarsrs "Very glad indead to la2ave Sumoa".

A quotation from a let tar sant to Hamburg touching certain
matters in Samoa, mentions that as Apia ie the nearast port to Sydnesy .
Island it would be convenient for relations to be eatabiiahad with
the new Hamburg firm trading in the group in place of the formar
Godeffroy Company. "Tae firm out in thé Pacific" says this letter

lis now the John T. Arundel and Co. drawing on Messrs. Houlders of

London with postal address for 1883 and 1884 Auckland". 'This is the

first actual mention by nama of the new firm.

With Auckland as headquar ters it was evidently intended that
| for a period New Z2aland intarssts should be fosterad, while the
islands for the summer ssason should b2 left in the hands of the
capable managers - the two Gales, Messrs. Flockton, Thompson, etc.
The Explorsr having been docked, a temporary homs was mada in Princes
St reet, Albert Park, and although the New Farming with its bﬂg claims
on fertilisers had not yat reached New Zealand, and though another
guano firm was at work there, satisfactory businsss relations wera
opened in a run through the Waikato, Gisborne, Napisar, Wellington,
Christchurch, and the Bluff. That a first meeting with Mr. G. C.
Ellis, a connectiom by marriage, was to strengthen into a close
association with him and his family, is not gathered from tha brief

entry in the June diary. Juns EiVes anothef and more peracnal
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happening in the birth of a little daughter in Auckland.
Probably there would have been no move for a few months, but
news of the death of Mr. George Flockton made another trip impera-
tive. At Sydney the traveller notes the mee ting of business men

interested in the Ashbourne Shoals. These with the Huon interests

woere threatensd, it was thought, by the German negotiatiors from
Berlin. Of the real trouble that made North Australian history for .
some years and that led to the first distrust on the part of Aus- h'
tralian provinces of Colonial office policy there is .no actual mention

A vieit to Lady Elliott Island,off Queensland, brings particulars
of that islet as given in the Austrulian Directory, in a July entry
made in Queensland.

"Lady Elliott Island is half a mile in circumference covered

with scrub and stunted trees, which, however, attain a height of

35 fest, the elevation of the island being fiftsen feet, so giving
fifty fest above high water mark. The islet is encircled by a coral
reef which stretches half a mile to the north and east and a long -
coral spit runs off the north-ecastern point. Thare appsars to be an
average dspth of 22 fathoms for the distence of & mile all round the
island. In south-easterly windes there is an anchorags under the lee
of the islet in from ten to twenty fathoms. Sand and coral cover
the bed at a quarter of a mile from shore. Myriads of sea birds
come to Lady Elliott, which appears to be ons of the great breeding
places of the neighbouring coast. Turtles, now seldom seen, used

to abound. In 1843 numbers of eggs wers deposited in these sands. "
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On this trip Brisbane was visited, but August found the travel-
ler back in Auckland, and almost immediately the Explorer sailed
for Sydney Ieland. Tha loss of Mr. Flocktorn had made it impsrative
for visits from the management to speed up the work all round, and
on the 28th August 1883 the family entered into the home life on
the ocean-waghed little island that was to be 80 much beloved and
80 kindly remembered.

On his first visit to ths Phosnix Islands, John Arundel was
impressed by this the least known of them. "To my mind",he writes,
"this is the most curioue and interesting of the group", and he
constantly refers to the beauty of the tiny atoll - to-day a coconut
plan mtion worked together with that on Hull Island by an overseer
and a staff of twenty men. Sydney lies outside the trade routes
that cut the group and is rarely visi ted. Its old roada, i ts mounds
and fishponds telling of a past trat is gquite lost are not so im-
pressive as the similar remains on Malden Island, nor is it so
strikingly beautiful as are soms of the wooded atolls nsarer to the
Society group, but it climate i.a of the kindest; it has no lurking
menace to shipping and it lies bathesd in sunshine all the year
round, a grove of waving palm-trees cooled by the land and sea breszeg

Of the short family life at Sydney Island (it lasted only a
little aver twelve months) the diary makes little mention, but refer-
ences to it coms later and show it in an extraordinarily simple
setting. Mrs. Arundel shared with her husband ths affection of the
native workmen who, to a man, adored the babes - (a second little

daughter was born here in 1884). Among his personal treasurss
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prized by this unaffected gentleman to the day of his death, was
a small crudely coloured sketch made by an amateur artist on a
passing boat, of a part of the reef & Sydney Island in its green
apd blue setting with the family on the sands, while two vessals
ride outside the xrsef - the one the Explorer presumxably. The return
tc his island home from his now hurried trips, the even tsnor of
the 1life there, the dusky friends with the native pastor who chris- -
tened both his children and whose services he attended with his
wife, probably made up memories the picture of this Eden never
failed to awaken. |

A Conrad might perheps do justice to the idyll. Among the many
romancee actual and fictiopal lived out on these islands, probably
there :Ia.re few in which the same elements have played. Those who '
knew Mrs. Arundel remembar her fine culture; friends of her husband
claim him as a diplomat and man of affairs; yet thea absolutely simple
life they lived on Sydnsy Island might apparently have been proleng-
- 8d indefinitely with no regret, except those for his necessary

absences on inspection visits.

Probably a very happy circums tance for both was that which
brought into the‘éampany at this juncture the family comection
first met in the home in Auckland. George Coxon Ellis, now assis-
t ant t ravelling manager, knew the Australian shores of the Pacific
well; his knowledge of medicine made him a valuable visitor to

any island and his essociation in ths work relievsed the Chief of

the almost intolerable ® train of supervising unaided all the
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many issues 8o widely distributed. The assistant-manager was an
excellent sailor, and on his trips on the Explorer in 1884 touched
Birnie, Hull and Suwarrow Islands on prospecting trips, and in
addition visit ed Auckland, Brisbane and Sydney, in all of which
centres he was well known.

Newspapers of that summer gave full accounte of the terrific
hurricane at Raratonga.

The Chief himself inespected Enderbury and Canton Islands in
June and had them in full work by Augus t. Then the- Explorer took
the second in command to Suva, returning in time for J. T. A. to
leave for New South Wales at the end of September. Meanwhile pros-
pects were bet tor than had been hoped and 5,000 tons of good guano
were export ed, report ecd as from the Phoenix grour that year.

While the two friends at Sydney Island were conducting the
affairs of the young company quite as satisfactorily as they could

have hoped, and the Aus tralien colonies, smarting under the snubd

from the Colonial office, were complicating Mr. Gladstone's relations
with Bismarck, an antipodean statesman whose originality is not
Ialways remembered, advanced his plan for the settlerment of the Paci-
fic question. Sir Juliue Vogel is really the father of New Zea-
land'e policy at Raratcenga and Samoa, so an article from a Christ-
church paper quoted in the diary of Nov: 1884 is not without interest
"His plan", says the writsr,"is briefly thie. H2 proposes that

the sum of one million sterling should be raised for the purposs of

developing the trade of the South Sea Tslands. Of thie sum one-

fifth is to be subscribed in Naw Zealand, one-fifth in Australia
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ope-fifth in the United States, one-fifth in Great Britain and
one-fifth in France. Germany's im erests in the South Seas are to
be ‘ooﬁght out and got rid of. The New Zealand govemment control-
ling operations should guarantee interest on capital at 5¢, but no
greater liability than £10,000 is to be incurred on any issue in
any one y2ar. On the other hand a medium of commsrce is to be
created, and this will take the form of New Zealand Government Notes
which are to circulate as cash throughout the islands but to be
payable to bearer in New Zealand only. These are the main outlines
of the scheme, the ostensible aim of which is to make New Zealand
the centre of tha South Sea Ialand trade, and at the same time to
reconcile conflicting interests which have hitherto gones a long
way to debar our trade from attaining those proportions which under
more favourable circumstances it is imagined would properly belong
to it."

"Whatever opinion may be sentertained as to th2 ostensible
object of the schems", so comments the influential southern paper,
"there will assuredly be a very w}de difference of opinion as to
whether the methods proposed for achieving it are such as the
Government of this colony could safely or credi tably be identified

with."
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Book III.
CHAPTFR III.

The January dilary of 1825 opens in San Francisco. An
epidemic brought by a passing boat the preceding June had left a
good deal of illness on tde Sydney Island. Happily there were no
casualties, but some of the convalescents were returned to their
homes; and when the run to America became necessary it was thought
well for the children too to have change of air. A home was made.
ad ! 1M x,,j‘( much to the satisfaction of the
black boy Maunga, who took kindly to the delights of civilisation,

In spite of the attractions of Sydney Island this was probably
ghared by his master and mistress, when in March the former left
again for Samoa and Fiji. While reports of the hurricanes at
Raratonga and Samoa were still filling the papers, 1t must have been
a relief to know that his family were safe, in a world less im-
permanent than are the surf-weshed equatorial islands. As at all
times the diary telle of the charms of California - that never pall
apparently even when, as in this year, shocks of earthquake there
are frequent.

At Apis in early April the mailboat brought news of the loss !
of two of the island boate in the storm of Januery 6th. The period
of the 'eighties with its hurricanes was a disastrous one for shipping
in the South Seae and with other firms the J.T.A.Co. in those years
paid & heavy toll in wrecke among their island fleet. After a
call at Upola the chief hurried back to Sydney Island where the

Explorer with the travelling manager awaited his arrival. The

friends together visited Canton and Enderbury with labour and landed
on Jarvis, Baker and Howland Islands. A notice left at Jarvis
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declares 1t to be the property of the American Guano Co. for whom
John T. Arundel of Sydney, BEnderbury, Caroline and other islands 1s
acbing. For the next ten years the J.T.A.Co. very often carried
out operations as agent for other firms. Indeed it was on excellent
terms with its neighbours, and maintaired the friendliest relatlons
with all other enterprises at work in these seas.

The report on Jarvis made to the owners points out how very
thoroughly stores there had been worked out. It dwells on the im-
mense amount of labour that must have been spent in getting to the
stratun of rock guano - in many cases three or four feet below the
surface, composed of sulphate of lime. 1In the dry lagocn in sowe
cases, the stuff touched at the depth of five feet, in colour and
smell resembled that in the lagoon at Flint Island, but analysis
gshowed it was not of the same quality and in any case there was
very little of it left.

"The buildings" rune Arundel's report, "are tumbling to pleces
with white ant, and the large house which looks firsi rate at a dils-
tance, i1s quite eaten up. The tramways have been taken up = both
wood and iron; and the short piece of Jetty left is almost tumbling to
pieces. We saw hardly any vegetation, no rats and only one crab."

"For shipping it is the best island I have touched except
canton. A large break in the reef leads right up to the beach, and
we landed and embarked with the greatest ease."

Jarvis Island enters little into the working of the J.T.A.CoO.,
but it has interest in the fact that with Baker and Héwland it was
one of the earliest of the islands known in connection with guano.

J. D. Hague in his 1662 paper speaks of the stratum of sulphate of
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lime (sometimes compact and orystalline) two feet thick; Professors
Liebeg and Johnson reported on the guano here in 1860. Mr. Hague
thinke that the deposit on Jarvis Island more than those on other
atolles has been acted upon by sea water - high seas frequently washing
over the crown of the beach. This probably accounts for the paucity
of animal life. He too notices that on Jarvis rats are less '
numerous than on other islands, while J. T. Arundel saw none of the
rodents.

The construction of the big house mentioned in J. T. Arundel's
reports dates from the 'fiftles, when works on Jarvis Island were in

m Vhe ey Jirdin
full swing. Writing of the island as he saw it then,Hague says
"rhe interior surface of Jarvis is almost as completely white as the
beach and the surrounding ring of surf shaded only here and there
by a scanty growth of dark green vegetation, creeping purslane and
a long brownish grass. Seen from a ship several miles away in
dazzling sunshine the white island can hardly be distinguished from
the sea breaking in shining surf upon the encircling reef. It wase
a tradition that a vessel once approaching the island known to be
near could not make out a trace of it, till one of the look-outs
reported a flag in the water, then a house, then a man riding on
a mule, and finally the island under the mule!l"

The official residence both at Baker and Jarvis Island, accord=-
ing to this entertaining American writer, was a square two-storey
house with broad verandahs on each floor, many windows, & pyramidal
roof surmounted by a cupola serving as a lighthouse and over all a

flagstaff from which the Star-spangled banner waved without ceasing

for over a quarter of a century. It had been built in New York and
sent
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sent round the Horn "and" says the writer "had the appearance of a
sportam&nfs seaside club-house, and was as completely furnished as
the celebrated mid-ocean cottage which Mrs. Leck and Mrs. Aleshine
discovered .... I thought Mr. Stockton must have heard of the Jarvis
Island house .... but he assured me that the one he wrote of was
hie own invention."
It is regrettable that Mr. Hague's experience at first hand
js of only the three islands he tells of so admirably. He experienoe&'
a wreck on Jarvie as passenger on the Silver Star through the failure
of the Captain to pick up moorings; he aleo tells that Jarvis and
Baker were located on the charts long before guano as such was heard
of whalemen regularly making for Baker Island to pick up and leave
letters in the solitary box which was this mid-ocean post office.
Howland Island belonged to the guano company and was to succeed
Sydney and Baker's as headquarters while the Phoenix guano was worked.
with Jarvie end Baker it had been visited and prospected several
times during the century and through the reports of experts in the
tgixties ite guano stores were widely known. On this trip there was
& general changing of staffs - the preliminary to a more protracted
absence. Developments required another visit home, and Mr. Ellis,
for the future referred to in the diary as w.C.E. was to be in charge
on the Pacific side of the world. Hull and Gardner were now belng
planted with coconut trees. Indeed all islands were so actively
worked at this time that the opening of a new field of operations
as soon as posgible was lmperative.

w
An entry in June gquotes from the Auckland Star report of an inter

view with Sir Juliue Vogel who admits that "J. C. Firth has asked
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questions about guano islands in the Pacific and has been told
that there are none now unannexed."

J. 0. Firth then at MataMata, wiser in many ways than hies genera-
tion knew, was evidently looking for guano for New Zealand. Hie
concern 1s interesting as showing that over thirty years before that the
country's share in the purchase of Nauru and Ocean Island there was
recognition of the need in the dominion for a store of phosphates of
its own. It is probable that, the sweeping up of guano islands by -
H.M.S. Cormorant in '85 and '86 (of whicﬂxﬁgerican writers complain
so bitterly) was due to the recognition by Governement at last that
~ hidden in these low-lying atolls was the only store of phosphates
" Britain could depend on - a store that was gquite insignificant when
measured with American, German, Belglan and French supplies. It
would be interesting to know whether John Arundel's vieits to England
in the 'eighties had anything to do with this somewhat belated discov-
ery.

At Tutuila on the 28th June: @t Manihiki and Jarvis in July,
then back at Sydney Island - "very sadly deserted" on the 5th August;
by September at Honolulu, where the orders for Toa brought Flint
Ieland into prominence again. Quotations for copra, coconut o0il and
pearl-shell come before guano, the demand for which is probably
tapped by the further rich American discoveries with stores now
coming on the market.

By the 11th October 1885 the family was awailting passage at
New York (where they saw Miss Anderson as Rosalind). They rezzkad

E¥sHas% reached London early in November, in time, it was hoped,
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to be established in & home of their own by Christmas.

It is startling to find among letters of ﬁe&rly forty years
ago, one that objects to would-be tenants on the score that "there
is a very great objection to letting houses to a family of children
in the winter." Happily the 'family of children' who probably felt
the cold neadly as much as did the devoted but shivering Maunga
were at length safely domiciled at Sevenoaks, Kent, where their
father spent his first home Christmas for fifteen years.

Meanwhile the stores being worked in the Pacific, though
widely separated were far from being inexhaustible. In England
much interest was taken in rock phosphate of which so far the guano
company at work had little experience. In Belglum a Sydney and
London firm is found to be doing some business, but nelther here nor
in Germany 1s there a demand for Pacific guano. '

In April 1886 under the heading "German Packet Service" comes
the entry.

"The steamers on the line are the Oder-3150 tons; the Necker=-
3120 tons; with three new vessels, Prussiea, Bavaria and Saxony, each
4000 ton, doing 14 knots an hour. Packets for Eastern Asia touch
Antwerp, Port Said, Suez, Aden, Colombo, Singapore, Hong-Kong and
shanghai, and from Hong Kong a branch line will probably to extended
to Korea. Packets for Australia attain an average speed of 11% knots
Leaving Bremerhaven they touch Antwerp, Port Sald, Suez, Diego Garcia,
etc. Another Branch line will ultimately link up Tonga and Apia."

From such small beginnings in the 'eighties the Norddeutscher

Lloyd line grew into its surprising proportions.



7

Another entry of June '86 "British guano firms realise the need
of a British Australian combine."

"Tsland mails report 30,000 coconut trees on Caroline, of which
10,000 are good. Flint Island also good."

Then a paper cutting "On 7th August 1886 at Sevenoaks, Kent,
the wife of John T. Arundel of twin sons."

A month later an announcement is made under%%bﬁzﬁﬁ;‘heading
"on 8th and 7th September the infant twin sons of J. and L. Arundel
aged 30 and 31 days." There is no comment at the time - but his
'boys' are frequently mentioned in the diaries of after years.

In 1886 public interest in Pacific matters was very much awake
and was beginning to make itself heard. Among notices of questions
in Parliament on the 23rd August it is asked whether in 1884 there
were over 4000 more deaths than births among the natives at Fiji, and
whether that year there was a decrease in the importjand exports of
those islands of £158,000%¢ The Colonial Secretary was further also
asked to define the native policy adopted in these lslands. Labour
problems are also under consideration - the proposal of some em-
ployers to bring Javanese into the Pacific brought very strong protest
from the Dutéh Government. And guano matters were not flourishing
when, loaded with care - (private as well as business worries) - the
head of the firm left by the Bervia for America at the end of
November. His family remained in England as Mrs. Arundel was not
well enough to travel.

At New York all invitations were declined "Business too pressing"
is the explanation in the diary, but at Beston a meeting in the

hotel with M. a family friend from San Francisco gives a little self-
ravalation. "He told m2 of my



8.
revelation. "He told me of my little Lilian's confidingin him that
|

she had been corrected, etc." And again "when I was here last it was

with my dear ones." Indeed homesickness and forebodings that accompany

him through the voyage are accentuated as he nears San Francisco.

On Christmas Day 1886 the only comment notes the relief of
receiving an opportune mail with home letters, but on the last day
of the year the Explorer arrived at San Francisco, bringing G.C.E.
spoken of by Californian papers as representing the J.T.A.Co. in the
south Seas. This gave the spur of immediate business ani, as always,
this friend and kinsman was altogether welcome. Much of his news is
retailed in articles in the evening papers. Canton Island is worked
out and Baker in full swing. "The trade of the islands" according to
the article "is now principally with Europe." Fanning Island 1s
mentioned ani a reference is made to the extension of the cable.

A further comment touches the effect on the islands of & new Steam
Navigation Company which by 1887 has six steamers running in the
South Seas.

Further press references are made in January 1887 to the sale of
the Explorer to the Hawailan Government and of the progress of the
cable extention from Cape York to Thursday Island.

In February the friends made a marvellously quick voyage to
Melbourne amd Sydney, chartering island boats and buying a steel
hawser with which G.C.E. would go direct to Howland where the. chief
after a short visit to Auckland was to join him and decid? problens
in conmnection with the laying of moorings. Then comes the entry =

"gable received takes me home immediately. All my plans sus-

pended. G.C.E. ocarries on."

i e e 5
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News of Mrs. Arundel's health had become more disquieting
every mail. She was ndw seriously 11l and the message was urgent.
The entries for the rest of the month are brief.

"12th Mapch at Honolulu." "19th San Francisco." "31st. Arrived

‘Chicago." At New York the Alter (N.D.L.) was caught, and on the

18th April John Arundel arrived again in England - only just in
time to ¢id a few hours to the few years this so long parted couple

had spent together.



