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GILBERT ISLANDS — TOUR OF 'GEORGE NOBLE' 1890

The Sydney Mail: 22.2,1890:422

The Gilbert Islands

Messrs. On Chong end Co's S&dney—owned vessel the George Noble brings
later news from a group of islands not much frequented by the trading
schooners from this port. She also brings particulars of a wreck not
previoisly reported, and it is feared a considerable loss of life has
occurred in connection with the wreck. Captain J. Bowers reports leaving
Sydney .a little under four months ago on a cruise to the Gilbert Islands,
Fine weather was generally experienced, and Hurd's Island, Byron Island,
Francis, Clark Island, Tamana, Drummond Island, Taputuooa, Sydenham,
Hendeville, Woodle, Hopper, Hall, Tarawa, Matthew, Charlotte, and
Butaritari Islands, comprising the group, were touched seriatim. After
landing trade at the islands up to Maiana (Hall Island), it was found
that copra was in such abundance that the later islands called at were
to supply the stations belonging to the vessel's owners, Though the
natives are reputed to be treacherous at one or two of the islands, Captain
Bowers found them generally hospitable at Taputuooa, for instance. The
influence of the traders has had a most beneficial effect, this place being,
a very few years since, regarded as one of the places to be shunned, not
alone by tradefa, but by shipwrecked crews, Captain Bowers also mentions
that a terrible dread of German warships appeared to have taken possession
of the native mind at some of the islands called at, and by way of compariseon,
he ment{ons that whenever an English man-of-wer visits the group she is met
W by the canoes putting off with the products of the islands., This
aversion to the.;hips of the Germany navy is doubtless an effect of the
visit made some time since to the group, when one of the vessels shelled
the villages, and Captain Bowers' opinion as an old master is that it is
a pity that the bona=fide British traders are not backed up by the men-of-war
on the station when they cruise in the group, The Gilbert Archipelago or
Group consists of 15 islands, generally low=lying, no island rising to more
than 20ft. above sea-level, Wéatérly gales, even within the records of
old traders, have worn away the land, and places which 25 years ago were

fertile cocoanut plantations are now covered by the sea, There is some
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very fa1r whallng ground in the group, and a uumber of Amerlcan schooners
are reported to make it a. periodical place of call The islands extend

from Hurd's Ialand in 2,41 south of the Equator to Mak1n or Pitt Island

in 3.21 north and 172,57 E. Durxng the cruise of the George Noble, the
Morning Star, an American vessel, was spoken in th;.group; also the Golden
Fleece, an American vessel, At (Captain Bowers thinks) Butaritari, the
most northern island of the group, a wreck had taken place of an American
vessel, said to be the Tierdon. Captain Bowers met the master of the
vessel,. Captain Sachs, who stated that the vessel, whilst trading at the
island, drove ashore during a heavy squall. A number of the crew (iulgnderu)
lost their lives., and the vessel became a total wreck. There was a quantity
of trade on board ht the time, but as the survivors did not wish to come on
to Australis, expecting a visit from one of the American schooners bound

to a Califorrian port, the George Noble was not availed of. _ The wreck
occurred in the latter part of November, and was reported to the master of
the George Noble‘on his arrival there.

.........
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The families of Blues and Lavenders were the pioneers of Blue's Point and
Lavender Bay. The following record as to the founders of the Blue and Lavender
families are contained in the old family Bible of Mrs. S. Chuter, the widow of
George Lavender, dated 1857. The Bible was presented to Mrs. S. Chuter, of St.
Leonards, by the Voluntary Auxiliary Church of England School in acknowledg-
ment of her support, etc. Signed W. B. Clarke.

WILLIAM BLUE.

William Blue, died May 29, 1834, aged 100 years.

George Lavender, died February 28, 1851, aged 66 years.

Susannah Chuter, died February 6, 1861, aged 66 years.

John Schofield, died 1883, aged 48 years.

Susannah Anne Lavender Schofield, died September 18, 1908, aged 67 years.

John Blue, son of Billy Blue, was born at Circular Quay, July 4, 1815. He
died August 24, 1891, aged 76 years.

John Blue's son, John Blue, died June 13, 1863, aged 28 years.
William Blue died December 26, 1868, aged 21 years.

Those who remember Lavender Bay in the 70s and '80’s must have been
attracted by the beauty of the foreshores. At the head of the Bay to the east side,
immediately in front of Christ Church, was Mr. John Carr's beautiful garden, with
a natural waterfall and groups of English trees, and Island palms. Mr. Carr’s resid-
ence, “Neepsend,” was a fine stone two-storied building surrounded by the homes of
prominent citizens. ¢

Next to “Neepsend™ was “Hellespont™ at one time occupied by Mr. Buckland.
Mr. Carr was a well-known identity. He was originally employed by a Mr. Hopkins
who had a ship chandler’s store in Sussex Street and lived at Lavender Bay. On the
death of Mr. Hopkins, Mr. Carr carried on his business, adopted his daughter and
acquired the property in Lavender Bay. Miss Hopkins marricd Mr. John Buckland,
and they had several children, the eldest being the son named John. Mr. Buckland
and his family went to England, leaving the eldest son with Mr. Carr, who then
lived at “Neepsend.” Mr. Carr eventually sold the estate, about 174 acres, but re-
tained “Hellespont,” which he occupied after extensive alterations. Mr. Carr was
not an island trader as has been stated. He made his money by the sale of this
estate at Lavender Bay, from which his adopted son, John Buckland, received an
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income. Known as Jack Buckland, he was a well-known identity of the Bay, where
he resided for many years after death of his adopted parents. Then he went to live
in Samoa, where he became a friend of Robert Louis Stevenson. He ended his days
in a tragic manner. He was examining a cask of gun powder whilst smoking a cigar.
An explosion caused his death.

Near “Hellespont,” on Carr's estate, was Mr. Charlton’s House, “Quiberee,”
built in 1855, by a stonemason named Montgomery.

Mr. A. M. Charlton, of Hunter's Hill (who is still alive) was born at Lavender
Bay 82 years ago, and states that “Quiberie” was built for his grandfather. The
house was first occupied by his father, then by Mr. Robert Gilfillan, and later by
Mr. A. M. Charlton’s family. On Carr’s Estate was also “Brenchley,” Captain
Brown's house, occupied later by Mr. Uther. “Spring House,” on Carr’s Estate,
was occupied by Mr. Molineux and family, and later by Captain Sayers. It was
subsequently rebuilt by Mr. Cliff and renamed “Waiwera.”

Mr. Carr’s beautiful gardens came to an end when the North Shore Railway
passed through it. The natural waterfall disappeared many years previously. Mr.
A. M. Charlton states that his grandfather and others in the "50's obtained water

Lavender Bay — West Side.




MEASLES ON TABITEUEA

Ao t - - P
Missionary Herald, Mey 1891, Letters from the Missions.'

8.

tresennsans
Over 1,000 deaths have occurred in our part of the group from

measles. Ir Cottier reports 500 just on Tabiteuea, most of them dying

without repentance.

Only a small percentage being even church members

in revival times, . ‘




MARAKET ISLAND TN 1890
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I1igsionary Herald,1891, p.246.
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On Marakei there has been much heathernism Mr Wallkup announced,

Traders have bheen selling the natives liquor but have been rebuked and

tes Commercial Agent, A. Rick, to the Secretary
of the Navy, who asked for a United States Man of War to visit the
Group.

Then word of my touring on Abaiang and Terawa had reached them, and
th=t I would make & tour of llarakei thus the traders stopped selling
liquor and Mr Kanoho and the
started six schools.

Hearing this news while on Tarawa, and having a fair wind, we made
Marakei in the open bhoalt. The leading trader visited me and said they

would not sell liquor and abide by any laws that the Chiefs would make.

i
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LM _BINOKA AND TARAWA 1890

Missionary Herald, 1891, p.245.

Eibviesadase s

Mr Wallkup then returned to Abaiang, but soon heard that there was
a serious defection at Tarawa. It seems that the King of Abemama, Binoka
by name, had sent a party to Tarawa consisting of twenty men with a
sort of poem to he chanted with dances, the purpose of which was to extol
the King of Tarawa and a concubine King Binoka had sent him. They also
advised the people to keep away from the Christian teachers,

Mr Walkup writes: "This party arrived just after the new code of
law had been ratified and celebrated with great pomp. The laws had been
read and approved by uplifted hands of the people, followed by a march
up and down the newly graded street. The poem was talked about, the
laws mentioned but the King's vanity overcame him and he decided that as
the men from King Binoks were strangers, the laws did not apply to them.
Thus they were feasted and listened to, and the King took them sl1l
along the island for his people to hear of his renown and to feagt them,

On their arrival at the village where Tibwere has his school, and
when about to enter the big house, they saw a table with books and oot

frightened and left."”




BUTARITARI: C-ESSION TQ UNITED STATES.

The Friend, April, 1890. PRSI
.......... The Butaritari chief and plople are desirous that the United
]
States flag should be raised on their island before any of the European

powers establish a "protectorate" over them. The Star is due here early

in May; was due at Kusaie Jauuvary 1l4th, according to the plan of the

voyage. P.C.Advertiser. Set. alo Frend fin Pany 1992, fh34-6
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ABATANG IN 1891

Report on the Gilbert Islands, 1891—1892:,/
Abaiang. The King has not enforced his compulsory education laws,
therefore the attendance on six government schools have been rather small,
One of them has been discontinued.

Many of the Christians have returned to their old heathenish custom
of betrothing children from five to ten years old. Sometimes it is a
child to a child, quite often it is a child o one three or four times
as old. The King has a law against this custom, but does not enforce

it.



Die Zustidnde aul den uwilpertinseln. lobus Bl s
1Translavion:

Conditi ns in tne wibert islands.

in 1891 the American x.i.. bdtevenson, resident dﬁ sawoa, visited
several smaller groups ol islands and reported on this in the

Sydney paper vaily ielegraph under the neading : Lite under tne

equator. ithe troliowing report, which describes tiie dissolution ol
the old lire due To the inr iluernce ol the white men, nas bLeen taken
rrom this article. Stevenson stayed for some time on the island
putaritari, where two San rrancisco 1tirms have subsiduaries, the
gentlemen Crawrord and tne Wightman orothers. i1hey buy south-sea
products Llike copra, sharkskins ete, 1rom the natives. Altogether
there are abouv 15 islands, very Ilat and covered with coconut
palms, mainly atolls. Lthis explains the reason 1or the drowning
01 80 natives at last years springtide. 1the most important is-
lands are ureat and Little makin, i1apulonea, Nonuti, Apimama,
Maiana, iarawa, Apiang, Pau, Arorai, vunoatoa etc. most ol these
are governed byspecial kings.
‘the small kingdom oi ureat and Little makin, ot which putaritari

is part is descripbed as pleasent by the traveller. 1t has about
2000 subjects and atter the deatn or ietimarora it was ruled by
Idur brothers;,Nakaeiay santaitai, Nabakatokia, iebureimoa, who
succeeded eacnh other to the throne. t1he t'irst ot these tour
was a violent man. ne latfhis subjects work as planters and
traders tor his own beneiit, occasionally he celebrared a reast

Y

with them where the brandy Ilowed i1reely; he had a harem ot womern



P

who served also as oarswomeu;to look at them was punishnable by
death. put he was considered a gentleman when sober, . Nanteilei,
Nnis successor, always walked avout with a pistol in a leatherbag;
he hired his 17 hareuwomen out as labourers to wnite people, TtThus
it happeuned that the brickwork on the narbour dam in psutaritari
built by the Wﬁghtman prothers, and tne veranda was the work ot
17 gueens. 1WOo nawaiian missﬁionaries sy Maka and Kanoa, settled
amongst them., rirst they were tolerated, later threatened then
recalled and later they gained infiueunce over ihe King, so tnat he
and his housenold accepted Christianity and dissolved his narem.
With the release or his 16 queens, oI whoim two married a sailor
who deserted theuw both later, the king lost nis wealth, his power
and the triendship or the relatives ox/cuo gueens. ‘the tull etrievt
01 thls was oniy ielt py his successor. When Nanateitei died trom
chloroform {poisoning) the revodution started. lhetelders’, who
nad the right to s4i% 4in the 'speaking niouse' with the king and to
debate with the king until ne wished to end the discussion, were
dissatisried with Nakaeias autocracy, with later changes and
the inrluence or Maka, they persuased the kings supporters to
Join ithem and made the king prisoner. uvuring this tiume nearly
all the kings had been muraered in the group. On Tapituea the
skeleton of the last king hangs still in the main'SPeauingnouse’ox
the islanu., Nabakatokia was more rortunate, he retained his iitle
and his lire and onlwg lost nis power, while the 'elders' held a
big talking reast they changed the laws and made debta tor tne king
When ne died in 1890 one looked tull of eéxpectation on the last

of' thl e tour brothers, Ltebureimoa, wno is still reigning e alone
=) L= ~

—— 5 s PR | b s



-3—
nad an adult son, Natiata, and a ithree year old daughter, he
was thougnt 0* as uvhe hero oqtne familw and had reweived the
name Natemat, which means corpee, vecause of his I'ormer crueliies.
put the once reared now ieared the ‘elders'. ne was weakened by
opium. 1ne traveliler 1ound nim resting on mats on the 1Iloor
reading the uvilvbert lsland Bibie. As he owns no land apart Irom
the land pawned for 1rines, he is unable to marrg a ricm neiress
ne lives modestly. roreign..raders. pay-him a 'RaxsEmk' commission
E> f
$ 10u. nis subgects 200U pay head taxes of §1 per maen , $3 per
woman, 1sh per child so that wiuvh £5 300 annual income he can
cover nis modest needs, ihus une could puy liis wire a silkdress
and a hat of unknown rashion, himseli a uniiorm tor $300 and ===
nave his prouners pnotvograpn enlarged for $250 1in San rrancisco,
pay his debls and svill have soue money letfit. As a skilled

carpenter une worked occasionally on ithe woodwork oir nis palace.




Die Jujtande auf ven Gitbertinfeln. — Wandelungen im fogenannten Chinoot-Javgon.

77

sibertragen, i weldent e wiidjt. Diefed Laud Fufang wmit
jeinent. Schien an Gold und  Ehelfteinen it wrfpriinglicy
genant fold) cin nythijdyes Reidh, wie choa in der dentjdyen
Mythologic Nifheimr, dad Nibelungenland, welded and
einfad) weit nacdh) dem Norben verfegt und vor dent Dentjdyen
gewdhulid) in Novwegen lofalificrt wirde, obwohl ed in ben
Helbenjagen nod) gar Eeinen feft Deftimmten Plas hat,  Ahn-
Icid), wie diefed, wurde and) dad dyinefijdhe Fu-fang nrjpriing-
(ich al8 cin Fabelland 20000 £i nad) Often verlegt, bid
man ¢& fpiter mehr lofalifierte und mun wohl die Fufel
Sadialin ober Krafto bavunter verftaud.

Dic Bujtiude anf vew Gilbertinfeln,

Der anf Samoa anjifjige Wmeritaner N. L. Stevenfon
fjat int Jahre 1891 verfdhicbene Heinere Fujelgruppen der
Giidfee Dejucht und dariiber, unter dem Titel Life under
the Iiquator, in bdem 3u Syduey crjdyeinenden Daily
Telegraph Devidtet.  Dad  im nacdyjtehendent Mitgeteilte,
weldied die Jerfepung ded altheimifden Lebend dburc) den
@Einfiufp der Weiften jdyitbert, ift dicjen Beviditen entnonmien,
Stevenfonr nalhme cinen lingeven nfeuthalt auf der Jnjel
PButavitari, wo Fwei Firmen and San Francideo, bdie
Herven Crawford b Wightman Brotherd, Hanbdeldnicher-
fafjungen haben wnd Siidjecprobutte wie Kopra, Haifijdy-
flofjent 2c. von den Gingeborenen ecinfaufen. €& find im
ganaent ctwa 15 gawy flache, mit Kofodnufpalmen bededte
Sufel, meift Atoll3, woburd) fich auch der Untergang von
80 Cingeborenen, Dbei Gelegenheit der im vorigen Salre
crfolgten Springflut, cvifivt; die widtigiten find Grofi- und
Qlein=Malin, Tapulonca, Nomuti, Apimama, DMaiana,
Favawa, piang, Pawu, Arorai, Onoatoa 2c., bie nteift nuter
pejondernt Kduigen ftehen,

Lon einem diefer Heinen Kinigreihe Grof- und Klein:
Miakin, s dem Butavitari gehort, entwirft dex Reifende eine
auichende Sdilberung. €3 umfafit ctwa 2000 Unterthanen
und ftand nad) dem Tobe Tetimarovad muter vier Britdern,
gRafacia, Nauteitei, Nabatatotia, Tebureimoa, die der Neile
nach einandber auf pem Throne folgten. Der exfte bdiefer
picr Brilder war ein gewaltthitiger Heve, lieh feine Unters
thanen ald Kaufuann und Pflanger fitv fid) avbeiten, fcicr.te
and) gelegentlic) Gelage mit ihuen, bei denen ber %rnmttme'm
flofs, Diclt fid) einen Havem von Frauen, bie ihm 5llqlc1c{)
- ald MNubevinnen bienten und bei Todedftrafe wou Feinem
angefebent werben durften, galt aber bei allen al8 vollfonumencr
Gentleman — ywenn exr uiidjtern war. — Nanteilei, fein
gachfolger, ging ftetd mit bem Mewolver im Zeberbentel
amher, vermietete feinen aud 17 Frauen bcftchmpcn Havent
aud 31t Daubwerkerbienften an Weifie, wie benn die Manrer-
arbeit am bent von der Fivma Wightman erbauten Hafens
pantmt 11 Butavitari und der Berandah bag. et Dder
17 Soniginnen wav, nter ihm liefen fich awei hawaiifdhe
ariffionare, Mafa und Kanoa, dafelbft nicder, die anfaugs
confbet, fpiiter Debroht, banmu wicber guritdberufen youvden
aud endlid) Ginfluf auf ben Kbuig gewamuen, jo daf biefer
it feinent Hanfe zum Ghriftentunt iibertrat und feinen
pavem auflifte.  Durd) die Eutloffung von 16 Kiuiginuen,
pott Denent 3wei fpiiter einen Matvofen and Hawaii Heivateten,
pacheinaider aber vou ihm verftofien wurben, wexlov bev
Gonig feinen Wobljtand, feine Madit unbd bdie Freundidaft
per Berwanbdten ber Kdnigiunen, wad abev exft feinem Nady-
folger filhlbarer wurbe. A8 Nanteitei an Chlovoform ftaxDd,
prad) die Yevolution aud. Die AMlten”, bie friiher bas
PRedht Datten, in dem ,Spredihouje” mit dem Kinige ju fien
anb au Debattieven, big biefer Sdluf madyte, unzufrichen mit

Nafaciad Alleinherridaft, it den fpiteren Vervdubernngen
und Mafad Einjluft, madten dem Kouige feinen Anbang
abfpenjtig und nabmen ihn gefangen. — Sn der Beit waren
fajt dtberall in der Gruppe die Rinige cvmordet wud anf
Zapituea hingt nod) jebt dad Skelett ded lepten Kbnigd im
Dauptipredhhanje der Jujel; Nabakatofia war gliidlicder,
Debielt fein Rebon und Titel aud verlor mie feine Madt,
wiibrend bie ,Wlten” ein grofies Spredfejt feievten, bic
Ocjege dnbderten und den Kinig in Schulden ftivyten. A3
ev 1890 ftarh, jah man crwartungdvoll auf dem letten dev
vier Briiber, dbew nod) jet vegicrenden Tebnveintoa, dev allein
einent evwadfenen Solhn Natiata md cine dreijiilhrige Todter
hatte, ald8 Held der Familic galt und in friiheren eiten
burd) graunjame Gewaltthaten fidh dew Beinamen Natemat,
0. 0. Leidnam, evivarb.  Aber dev einft jo Sefitvchtete fitvdtet
jest, bduvd) Opiumgenuf gefchwicyt, die Alten. — Dev
Jetfende traf ihn anf Matten am Bodew liegend und in der .
Gilbertinfelubibel lefend. — Da er anfer dem Nichbranc)
ber fiiv Geldftrafen verpfandeten Lendereien fein Laud De-
fist, ev aud) nicht mehr veidhe Gebivmen Heivaten faun, geht
ev fparfam ju Wege,  Frembde Hiinbdler zahlen ihm fitr cin
Patent 100 Doll., feine 2000 Unterthanen Kopfjtenern vou
1 Doll. yro Mann, 1/; Doll. pro Fran, 1 Sdill. yro Kiud, fo
bafi er mit feinen 300 Pid. Sterl. Fahregeinfoutmen feine
befheibentenn Bediivfuiffe Deftreiten fanm, wie cv beun jeiner
Fraw ein Seibentleid nubd einen Hut' von unbefanuter NMobde,
fidy felbft fitx 300 Doll. eine Uniform Faufte, jeinred BVruberd
Photographie in San Francideo fitx 250 Doll, vergrifern
liefi, befjen Schulben beahlte und dod)y nody Seld Debielt.
Al gefdhidter Bimmermann arbeitet ex gelegentlicdh am Holy-
werke feined Palaftes. Dr, A, Vollmer.

Wandelungen im fogenannten Chinoof-Fargou,

Die Spradforfder fenen genugjam jene Mijdipradhe,
welde fid) am Ovegon auj der Kiifte dbed weftlichen Nord-
WMmerifa ald Berftandignugdmittel pwijden den Judiamern
und  den Pelahindlern Dhevansdgebilvet Dat.. Wiv  Defitgen
davitber swei Wrbeitenr, von bdewen bdie eine, cxjdjiencn in
Wajhington 1863, von George Gibbd (A dictionary of
the Chinook-Jargon or trade language of Oregon in
Smithsonian miscellaneous collections 161), bie anbere,
evfdhienent in Loubon 1890, von Hovatio Hale (An inter-
national idiom. A Manual of the Oregon trade
language) Dervithet, S wencfter Jeit Hat Frany Boasd
(Worcefter, Maff.) die Gegenden, wo bad Ehinook - Jargon
gejprodhen wird, befud)t und feine Beobadyhungen daviiber in
ber Mew Yovker Wodjenjdhrift Science (4. Mivz 1892)
ntifgeteilt.  Jad) Boad wird dicje Mijdhjvradie bejouderd
ant Puget Sound wnd in Britijd) - Rolumbia  gejproden,
wihrend 0y Gebrand) am Flufje Kolwmbia wnd in den be-
uadybarten ‘Tevritovien, Wafhington wid Oregon, intmneer mely
Dejchrintt wirh, Dod) wird bie Sprache im Novden hia
um Ghilfat und im Sitden big zum ndrdlichen Kalifornion
verftanden.  Die Sprache am Puget Sound  foll mandpe
Wirter wicht wehe enthalten, welde die gedbrudten Qelien
vevgeidpen, wubd wmgekehet follen fich in dem Mijch - Javgon
woc) Wiirter fiuben, die aud der veinen Ghinook - Syvadye
gar verjdwunbden find.  Dad lehtere gefdal Wwegeit bex
Sitte, baf mair bie Wirter, welde den Namen Berjtorbener
gleichent ober an fie evinwern, aug ber Spradye fallen (it
Dem gegeniiber fiuben fidh andeve wene Wirter, welde in
ben gedendten Duellen wicht vorfonmmen, fo dafy ein imuter:
wihrender Fuf auf dem Gebicte dicjor Mijchjpradie beobs .
adytet werden Tamu, [riedrid Diiller.



GILBERT ISLANDS - Cities of Refuge 1891

'Cities of Refuge are found not only in Hawaii but in the
Gilberts, where their name is nouw invariably used for a
mosquito net. But the refuge in the Gilberts was only a
house in a village, and only offered, like European churches,
a sanctuary for the time. The hunted man might harbour

there and live on charity; woe to him, if he stepped without.?
Stevenson, R.L. 'The South Seas: a record of three cruises!'.

XXII - The City of Refuge. Black and White, " vel.11% hek34
(26.9.91), p.440.




DEATH OF TEN BINCKA 1891
1 By 8 1§

=
Missionary Herald, July 1892, p.285,

pese0cc e e EDRE

T.

Mr Walkup writing on Abemamas

The o0ld King Binoka had died before our arrival, but the brother
now reisming is as stubborn a heathefn as Binoka was.
Moses and the small band of Christians have not been molested or

o 2| 3 = . RS @ 1 . . « qs
gained the disfavour of the King, and I fear by their timidity they have

not gained his respect.
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BUTARTTART, VISIT OF HIGH CHIEF TO AMERICA 1892

Missionary Herald, June 1892; Bditorial paragraph.

PeeoecveTCPrCTEATCE S

‘The secular papers have referred to the coming of the King of
Butaritari, one of the Gilbert Islands, to San Francisco. We have re-
ceived frdm the Rev. Hiriam Bingham, who has just reached this country,

a brief account of an interview with the King while at San Francisco.

No person in America knows so much a2bout the Gilbert Islands as
does Mr Bingham, He rerorts that the King, Nantemate by name, welcomed
him most cordially when he called and stated to him the object of his
visit, The King was accompanied by his uncle and a young man, a near
relative, all of them are Christian men and recent reports from Butaritari
have spoken warmly of their Christian activities, It seems that the
King dreads very much the possibility that Germany may take possession
of the Gilbert Islands, as she has already done of the Marshall Islands,

The conduct of the German Men of ar who have visited Butaritari
offended the King, and he has decided, if possible, to éecure a protect-
orate by the United States over the two islands which he rules. It is
for the purpose of obtaining this protectorate that the King came to
the United States. He left his request in the hands of Colonel C.E. Daley,
who has been commissioned to represent the case to the anthorities at
Washington., It is doubtful if he will have much success in his migsion,

e regret to add that the uncle of the King died while at San Pran-

cisco, The King was soon to return to Butaritari,




GILBERT ISLANDS: DECLARATION OF PR

OTECTORATE

SS to HC Confidential, of 564,922
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Enc (3) FO to CO conf., 23.10.91: "Tn a verbal communication of
8 strictly confidential nature, the German Ambassador has again
called Lord Salisbury's attention to the steps taken by the United
States to extend their commercial relations with the Gilbert Islands.
His Excellency's information on the subject is deriveg partly
from newspaper accounts, but also from official reports addressed
to the Germsn Government. The islands are constantly visited by
American ships, which embark coolies for South America and the
Sandwich Islands and 1t is thought that the United States Govern-
ment may not improbably be induced by American traders to enter
into negotiations with the native chiefs and to make treaties with
them, By this means other powers would be precluded from assum-
& protectorate over the islands.
‘The German Government are averse to FU¢H any such proceeding,
They wish to keep the market cpen for the supply of labourers to
the German plantations in Samoa, and they are unwilling that an
6xcessive number of coolies should be exported to distant countries
wilthout the exercise of a proper control over the emigration. )
As the Gilbert Islands are within the British sphere of interest,
the German Government were unable teo sccede to the request made to
them by the white merchants there in 1888 for the establishment of
& German protectorate. They consider, however, that the interests
of Great Britian and Germany are ldentical in this matter, and Count
Hatzfeldt has been instructed to enquire whether Her Majesty's
Government will consider the question of taking the islands under
their protection, on the understanding that no objection will be ‘
mede in that case to the exportation of a limited number of labourers
under recognised official restrictions."

Refers to previous corres and again requests CC opinion on proposals,

Enc (4) Adm to €O, 5.1.92: No recent inf in the records of the Adm
to affect this Proposition. "From a naval point of view no advan-
tage would result from the annexstion of these Islands as they are
merely coral reefs raised little above the level of the sea, their
produﬁtive bowers are poor and their populstion subsist mainly on
fiSh'

Enc (5) FO to CO, 8.1.92: refers to Adm letter, from which 1t would
"not appear that these islands would be a very valuable acquisition
for this country" - but inhsbitants mostly Christian, Eng and Amer

mission stations, but German traders.

"Tt will be seen from my letter of October 23 last that the chief
object which the German Government have in view is to keep the
labour market open for the supply of labourers to the Germen
plantations in Samos, and 1t is for the Colonial Office to consider
how far, in the event of a British Protectorate being proclaimed,
the High Commissioner for the Western Pacific will be in a position
to ¥ provide for the due and proper regulations of such traffic.”

Adm state no naval advantage & 1s so remote from Sydney that special
arrangements would B¢ heve to be made for visiting them. But they



e

lie within Br sphere of influence laid down in 1886 "and in the
event of its being decided that the obligation of a British
protectorate would outweigh its advantages, it appears to Lord
Salisbuty that Her Majesty's Government willhave no alternative
but to consent to their incorporation within the limits of the
sphere of German influence, should the German Government, as
seems probable, be desirous of acquiring them."

Enc (6) CO to FO, 21.1.92: "I am to state that, as the Marquis of
Salisbury is of the opinion that, unless H.Mls protectorate is dec-
lared over these islands, there would be no alternative but to
consent to their incorporation within the limits of the sphere of
German influence, Lord Knutsford hes no hesitation in advising -
that the German Government should be informed that Her Majesty's
Government will establish a protectorate over the islands, a nd that
steps should be taken by the Admiralty to give effect to this dec-
ision."

Necess to consider how far the HC can provide for the due Y¢¢dd
reg of labour traffic among Gilberts.

1886 demarcstion not followed by UK by any general annexation

or estab of protectorates within UK 1limits though Louisiade Group
annexed to NG " and a protectorate has been recently established
over the Phoenix Group in view of the possible utility of these
l1slands in case a cable is laid between Vancouver and Australia."
Therefore new and difficult task for HC to regulate labour traffic
without staff or means of communication & probably naval officers
&g as DCs will have to supervise. Gilbertese labour in Samoa
cld be watched fairly well by HMs officers in Samoca. Probably
more important to watch treatment on plantations than to regulate
carrying away of natives from is.

"Lord Knutsford, therefore, while anticipating some difficulties
in the matter, does not consider that they will be very fg€f serious;
and in any case would prefer that they should be met rather than
that the Gilbert Islands should be handed over to Germany."

Enc (7) FO to CO, secret, 23.1.92: FO agrees advisability estab
prot - suggest admiralty shd be moved to proceed with secrecy and
despatch.

Consul cld only fegulate labour traffic as DC therefore necessary
insts shd emanate from CO.

German Ambassedor will not be Informed until a ship of war sctually
despatched "as secrecy 1s essential fo prevent possible complicatiens
with other Powers'.



gne (9)

ks

Enc (8) CO to Adm., 31.1.92: refers to form of Proclamation for
such cases settled by the Law Officers in August 1889 and which
shd be used by the Naval Officer establishing Prot.

Before issuing proc. he shd ascertain as far as possible th&at no
evidence of any foreign power claiming islands - thig does not
apply to Germany (1886 agreement).

"The officer should then lssue the proclsmation but before doing

S0 he should endeavour to come to a friendly understanfling with

the natives and should explain the .nature of the step which he

i1s about teo take and that as a result they will be entitled to the
protection of Her Majesty's Government against violence and
Injustice; that it is not proposed to levy any taxes upon them

except with their consent, or to interfere with their laws or customs
80 far as they relate to natives only."

Natives shd also be invited, for their own better protection, to
pay the cost of maintaining a Br Res, but no such payment wld be
compulsorily enacted, and if made it cld be taken partly or
wholly in the shape of local produce, such as copra. Similarp
ccurse taken in case of Rotuma.

Officer shd gain all inf he can as to islands and inhabs. amt of
emigration which goes on and places to which labs go. "He should
8lso warn the natives against American recruiting vessels as Her
Majesty's Government have no means of protecting them if they go
away from the Pacific." ;

Adn to B0/ dgnt IMILALL 810194/ Lord Charles Scobt, conf., 5.2.92:
e

Confirmg "Orders go by mail 5th February for vessel to proceed
Gilbert ‘Islands lmmediately after hurricane season to placg them
under British protection. Have vessel ready accordingly.

Use form of Proclamation given at page 75 Appendix XXV of the
Australisn Order Book. '

Enc (10) CO to FO, 9.2.92: precise extent to which Consul shd
supervise treatment of labourers matter which requises much
consideration, but suggested that by arrangement with G Govt
he shd visit labour ships on arrival enquire into complaints
and see contracts; & visit men when desires.

Lord Knutsfors's attention has since last letter been called to
Thurston's conf letter of 3.5.89 (printed at P-4 of FO Pac Tg
print 5932) prposing treaty with natives of Gilbert Is, and appt
of Resident in name of Queen, all necessary expenditure te be
defrayed by natives. Obviously necessary in first Instance that
cost met from Imperial funds, to be recouped wholly or in part
from native contributions.

Ene (11) FO to (€@, 13.2.92: FO agrees generally in course which
it is proposed to pursue both as regards powers to be conferred



on Consul and steps to be taken for establishing Br Res in Gilberts.
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GILBERT ISLANDS

H.M.S. “"Royalist",

The Navy List for July 1892 gives =
"424 Royalist, 12. Screw Cruiser, 3rd Cless,
1420 tons. 1510 H.P."

Recommissioned at Sydney, 10th December, 1889.

Gives list of Officers,




Confidential

\lgg. - Admiralty,

Qs " 5th February, 1892,
My Lord,
Referring to my telegram No.B8 of ?nd instant, of uwhich
the follouing is the decipher,- \

Orders go by mail, 5th Feby, for Vessal ta proséed Gilbert
~ Islands immediately after hurricane season to place them under
4 British protection. Have vessel ready accordingly.
I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners-of the Admiralty to
transmit hersuith for your information and guidance, copy of a
letter from the Colonial Office, dated 31st ultlmo, together
uith copy of its enclosurc, on this subject.

2. In giving the neocessary orders to the Commanding Offiger
of the Ship you may select for this service, you are to direct
him to carry out the wishes of the Secretary of State for the
Colonies as set forth in the accompanying lettsr using the form
of Proclamation of a Protectorate given at page 75, Appendix

/ XXV, of the Australian Order Book. j

. 7 The names of the Islands comprising the Gilbert Group

are Arorai, Tamana, Oncatoa, Peru, Nukunau, Taputeubag Nonuti,

Kuria, Aranuka, Apamama, lMaiana, Tarawa, Apaiahg, Maraki,
Taritari, and Makip.

4. fly Lords will be glad to 'learn by.ﬁalegraph_the name of

the vesssl ydu propose to detail for this duty as well as well

as the approximate date when she uill lsave Sydney ar alsawhera
for the locality in questione.
I am,
My Lord,
Your obedient seruént,

Rear Admiral Evan Macgregor,
ga rira

] G,
The Lord Charles Scott, P.B.,
&Ce &, &Cs»
Australia,

Y Bt
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Douning Street,
3ist Januray, 1892.

Siry : s s
With reference to your letter of the 25th inste. and to

Copy / Encinsure to Adm. Letter M 1182 of 5 Feby/92 to Australia, \‘

|

l

|

provious correspondence respecting the proposed sstab@ishmant (

of a British Protectorate aver the Gilbert Iglahda I am directed |

by Lord Knutsford to request that you will refer the Lords [
Commrs. of the Admiralty to the form of proclamation for such

casses which was settled by the Law Officers in Augt 1889, and ;
which should be uscd by the Naval Officer who declarss the

Protectorate, and which it will be seen is framed to meet the

case of taking under Her nagesty 8 pratectxon eithar a single

island or a group of islands. , |

Za The Naval Officer should, however, bsfore issuing the

Proclamation, ascertain as far as possible that no evidence

exists in the Group of any Foreign Pouwer having made any claim
Pver the Islands, Such enquiries would, houeuer, not apply to

Germany, as by the Agresment of 1886 for the dsmarcaticn of

, spheres of influence tho Gilbert Islands are uithin the sphers
assignad to this country, i
Y The officer should then_issue the proclamation, but
before doing so_ he shnuld endeavour to come to a friendly under=- i
~ standing with the natives, and should axplain the natura of the
step which he is about to take, and that, as a result, they will |
be entitled to the protection of Her Majesty's Government against
violence and injustice, that it is not proposed to lewy any taxaa

upon them, except with their consent, or to interfere with their



laus or customs so far as they relate to patives only.

4e The natives should also be invited for their own better
protection, to pay the cost of maintaining a British Resident
in the Group, but no such payment would be coﬁpulsorilf exacted
ancd if made, it could be taken partly or wholly in the shape -
of local produce such as coprae. - ﬁ
Upon this point I am to réfar you to paragraphs 41 & 42 of - the

Despatch from S$ir J. Thurston of May 3, 1889, a copy of which

dis enclosed.

The officer should gain all thé informaftion he can as
to the islands and their inhabitants, end as to the amount of

iR noatbern omigration which goes on and the places to which

the labourers are takene.

against American racruiténg vessels as Her Majesty's Government

2

He should also warn tﬁa'natiyes

have no means of protecting them if they go away from the

Pacific.

~

I am
dc
(8d) John Bramston



Extract from a Despatch from Sir J.B. Thurston to Lord Kﬁuts-

ford, dated Fiji, May 3, 1889 (Confidential),

8900000000090 0T0060e00°0000°CAN0CSIOSTODCAIORRCODOCOCOLONNOEC0OEE 0000

&1 - The Gilbert Group and islanders are well known to me,
and in Qrging that Her Hajesty's Govi. may be snabled to place
‘a Gunboat at my service, as High Commissioner and Eonsul-Generalﬁ;
for nine months in the ysar, I would also request its sanction é
to @fke upon behalf of Her Majesty, a Treaty or Traaties with {
the respective Gilbert and Ellice Islands Chiefs providing for !
the freedom and bettsr regulation of trade, and For‘thm-accept-
ance by them of a Resident appointed by, or in the.name of, Her
Majesty, to aid and adviss them in the admipnistration of their
affairse. .

42,4 To mest the expenses of such an admihistratién, the
nativas Qould,'l beliove, willingly make an annual contribution
in copra to ba'aCCBpted by the administration at its full value

(as is the case in Fiji, where native texes are paid in kind) to
be ascertained by tender, or other practical form af competition,f‘
This with the imposition of a moderate trading licence, and poll
tax of not exceeding £1 per annum upon Foreign residents, would

suffice to cover all necessary expenses,

[ I
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Robert Louis Stevensaon 18981

To R L .S

From Southern Seas, in page of Black and White,

Thy lovers, sojourning 'neath paler light,
Welcome thy message, dream of palm-girt shore,
And long Pacific rollers!' muffled roar,

And murmuring of waters infinite.

And yet we feel thou'rt lost to more than sight

In langurous charm of Polynesian night,

And fain would call thee home to Skerryvore

From Southern Seas.

Of Tamatea's fate, the awful might
Of tropic vengeance, and Rahero's flight
We read; but wilt thou weave as nevermore
Soho's romances, and the unsung lore
0f London streets? Come home, for our delight,
From Southern Seas.
Coelabs

Black and White, vol.II, no.44 (5.12.1891), p.757.

Stevenson's South Sea sketches were evidently not appreciated
and only two more issues appeared in Black and White, the last
being in Vol.11, no.46 (19.12.1891), p.814.

They got him no farther than Molokai on his travels.



de_’&}‘r%[ E{"é:‘_c. ’.f/;’.‘,’b : Efgﬁ)‘d-b/" “(,{ Lot > :

Frem. Ws%}a{‘&
0) Feb-. 1828 TM lecrnzg M€ Yoy 188G Cocentd idont- wfods o
G L. A.fjw o e f.zﬁ/x,['/o!auda Seorheols DCM“M",’W&
"‘?:-.) SW}%Q.MQ‘ALQ-/; G JE-,;J&;&};. o e aode vl Cend
Al 4 setd] fuinde P siffiie 4 for sl Dl <
ok Ravedent . 5ot e cnshirsy ofpolont oot o Ol extddce
@) Teby 1841 Glirams boswitf. Hogte G5 & dedoe o folilicks ce &e G lbets
wo e drdenliel sl 05 ol flodial Pl bk Lakon Clos ol foed
ot a;ff/‘ﬁﬁm 2 M%Ka»ma/&D”Pfi%M

(3) Pﬂv“ M% ataszed é) f@_&.? e M.,,,:’ 1.‘,&‘55,. Mma’(&.‘“/‘
B—m@ wwf-t.é'/m ué{u«mb) M‘M-a— ;
() co Git e ot o fuliden, P Gllsied Fo Pl (25
i e 68 el A R G
VL S
=) % w2 Co u.&?c‘/%f‘afé:.,&.e tng é_-be—M?«‘é‘%}w-%jﬁ
by ) 1896 lguenet= 4 1ihing, V1ulsnl frlisty fram Cnobilisons

s Gobon arded (o Tom 1892) & twist Pt /&7 I Sefe-
Cclosleld” 4 Ehee |”

€) Lej,,é’ ngg éﬁm (w/m;( 6 te cosctidaliol POC)M 1373}‘9«;7
Mutwm’r ;!M.,, L b-ole%l»e/&d & hee, B fot- o ootvel bego £ évwr.

f)_ t,&w? nﬁ m ‘fu-g IM .?"a GM J’“"" ?m&:ﬁ;«. i’gﬂwl‘(

,9,,&,,,,_4) ,/’ Pt~ .

(7) Vrolitss. ol oy Owsttodar, wrded G “ap 4 aalle ?{’ (mw.)

Grod : A /é' /}éﬁ{éﬂ- tf“/g “M’ ¢;¢?M é: & W’? /éxw
-{6‘—&?4/&( o e ctl_.;“,{,u & fotler ket M ! £ oo upfe il



‘7

- /5 4 = J £ & & > 4 -
bem &£ brtvane 4/ tanktsn Cord™ could Lo el Fum bocel 20604 €&

Vel adnintobidz, mr of Oottall, wclf ',:’ifﬁ»"fwm?/l 'wa
C“"”"‘”M(/b’;’ 0-0[!;;:) tnclt, osrice c‘/ a M/“( ‘J/";)&':a A"’
S e I )% it ot et 4l /(W A Q’mé-’ ,

2

4‘15:{;( M»‘ Cdﬂr-v“f A TMM 5*'5 jw{"‘ ceaocol wE W /nﬁé 1
o Qﬁ%&wﬁ r/ 4%/(* c'\ Cloy . O "Mé'w@u 22 "(f-‘ 77 fﬂ) |
db\-:@é,/ L-é: ﬁ‘f'&l#) s '

l”a) DU Aguos '.‘;/.I fﬁ.{h 4;;_(’!@]5[0- ({ 86’6) 4:;— Eﬂzf“&o’?ﬁ (.,‘ 1&9 2) A ‘72..{,_,‘ n ’r |

(?) 4. Mda«f[')‘ ot Gl il & ;x{;ﬁ-c, .{}‘}/ + 6’5—«(@‘5 T’ftuwﬁ;{ ‘
ks G c"th.;},_“_-,e‘ & Decete e’é”? 3 detoe Lons ln
trolyuraday & Colifocadr § Thuoles of exvoles, Coclen, ctlilys |
4 Stayre relioliocd 4 repled 4 1 € ¢ onbillal T o508
fo doflinr flo doerre .’ |

(’0) (’"{""’7 /‘W/A &52% 5 k/M Lo f“}ﬁﬁ(fﬁ: eofnn. el vriisey
Mw oy Mﬁ reorcle I CR Stenee R0 bles ap SW"D
Yogirlals ot Long Lora ' Cffldl 51 fe Lo b G orclen. Le sen
{‘5-/ & W«(‘/ﬁ- F?( & PP H e

(11) "Initially, however, there was some difficulty in this respect [making
Colony pay for itself], Late in 1893 Swayne found that all the iglands
T Lo south of the Line were very much depressed through lack of rain; little

o c' ’”‘; ;,_-'-f "-/,,Imﬁ“ copra was being made, and there was no hope of collecting the native
o i

tax in the following year.’o Moreover, on Butaritari., the largest
igland, there were other claims outstanding which, in the interests

of harmony, had to be settled before govermment took its share.
Petitions had been at once received, when the Protectorate was declared,

i |

from resident traders for payment of debts owing to them from the
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Gilbertese. Before the flag was hoisted, trade had been conducted in
thq Gilbert Islands on a credit basis; goods which resident traders

took on account from visiting ships were disposed of to the people on
promise of future payment in copré. Cn Butaritari, which was the local
headyuarters of all the four firms then engaged in the group - Wightman
Brothers and Crawforfand Cp. of San Francisco, the Jaluit Gesellschaft,
and Ong Chong and Co. of Sydney - the so-called 'clip' system had been
introduced: trade goods were advanced in return for a lien on the
produce of a particular grove of trees. The U.S. Commercial Agent and
manage for Wightman Brothers, Adolphe Rick, had grown especially fat on -
thig system, making profits of several lundred per cent. And claims
were immediately laid before the Resident to copra still outstanding
to the value of $32,434, of which the Gilbertese acknowledged to Woing
%23,937 at any rate. A tabu had to be placed upon the sale of copra
until enough had been collecéed to pay off those claimants who were
able to establish their case at an enduiry before the Resident."

The Butaritari debts were the major single legacy of the Pfgfddfs
pre-Protectorate period whibh remained for the Resident to settle.
During the rest of his two year appointment, Swayne - whose principles
of native government derived from over twenty years experience as
Stipendiary Magistrate at Loma Lome - was chiefly occupied in putting the
igland governments to work along lines of which British suthority could
approve. In the southern islands he found the democratic tradition so
strong fhg/f that it was difficult to induce the Keubure to appoint

Magistrates, whilst on the northern iglands the Ues constituted foci of

disorder. With these problems Swayne dealt energetically, appointing

o JiR "



Magistrates himself, and under Article of the Pacific Order in Council

deporting first the Uea of Maraki to Fiji and then the Uea of Tarawa

12
to Rotuma. Governments had to be taught to enforce the law with an

even hand, regardless of the power of a culprit's family. At Maimna

in 1894, for instance, he insisted that a man should be tried for murder,
that the Kaubure themselves should arrive at a decision, and that the
gsentence prescribed should be carried out.‘; The foreign populeation,
which was directly answerable to the Resident, was not at this time
giving much troublej#

At this stage ﬁf/ﬁﬂﬁ in the Protectorate's history, the Resident
esgentially peripatetic. With nominal headgquarters at Butaritari, he
travelled through the Protectorate in a trading steamer or, when
available, in a warship. This enabled him to spend only a short time on
eagh island, and involved constant motion also between Butaritari,

Sydney, and Suva. But early in 1895 the decision vas taken to erect

I's™
a Residency on Betio islet in the Tarawa lagoon. By the folleowing

year Swayne's successor, Y. Telfer Campbell, was established there,
training a Protectorate force and already looking with a Jaundiced eye
upon the proceedings of the various Missione and beachcombers of whose
attentions the islands were the recipients.rs By that time, moreover,
the Resident's expenses were being met by local taxes,."
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Sscret

TR "Orlando®, at Sydney. N l
22nd April 1892,

Flemo

In accordance with secret orders from the Lords

Commissioners of the Admiralty you are to EBsEEbéER- visit the

ey /
Gilbert Islands, and place them under British Protection, 7o

“using for this purposs the forms given in Appendix XXV of’ P

the Australian Station Order Book,. .
The Protectorate is aonly to be declarad if they are not

already occupied and claimed by other Powers but I have no
information as to such claims,

Ze Attached will be found a copy of a'Copfidb@tial Adhiral K

letter of § February 1992 #Qg?‘gaﬂpaining directions as to hou

Servicé !

this swepviédszis to be performad, ' :
This letter is to be returned to me when the duty has
been performadf .,
(8d.) S5.8.Sentt
Rear Admiral,
Commander in Chief.

Captain ;
EsHaells DaViSQ RelNey
HeMaSs "Royalist®,
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Coniiﬁential

5 April 1892
My Lord, ‘
With reference to my letter of the S5th February No.1182,
1 am commanded by My Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to
acquaint you that the following telegram was sent to you %®his

day. e
With reference to my letter 5 February %%ﬁz when ship goes

to Cilbert Islands direct Commanding Officer declare under
protectorate of Britaim CGardner Island Phoenix Group and
_also over Danger and Nassau Islands if not already
occupied and claimed by other Pouwers. Acknouladge
receipt of this By telegra phe

1 am, My Lord,
Your obedient servant,

Evan Macgregor

Hear\ﬂdmiral : i
The Lord Charles Scott, CeB.,
&o &c &c
Australian Station.



GILBERT TSLANDS 1892

Notes by Librarian, Royal Empire Soclety, on Report on the
Gilbert and Ellice Islands by Captain E.H.M. Davis, 1892.

—— -

This Report has been in the Library of the Society since
at least 1922 and is interesting not only for its contents but
because 1t has certain manusceript notes made, apparently, by
an informed hand. The origin of the Report, however, has
proved hard to dbscover. In reply to a letter of enghiry the
Admiralty Record Office wrote on November 29th, 1957 -

'With reference to yvour letter dated 3lsat
October, 1957, I am to inform you that the
papers relating to the declaration of a British
Protectorate over the Gilbert Islands, together
with a report by Captain Davis, R.N., of H.M.S.
Royalist, may be found at the Public Record Office,
Chancery Lane, under the title Z.172/1892 in box
reference ADNM 1/7113'.,

On investigstion of the material referred to, T have found
that this Includes a printed version made by the Foreign Office
for confidential use and numbered 6269. This covers 147 pages
and i1s similar to, but by no means identical with, the version
hald by the Royal Empire Society. The main differences, apart
from methods of setting out, slze of type, etc., are as follows:

=
TEMS TN F.0. 6269 NOT TN ROVAL EMPTRE SOCTETY COPY
A

Pl Colonlal Office to Foreign Office, 10th November, 1892,
transmitting reports from Commander-in-Chief, Australian
station.

pp.4-5 Scott to Davis, 26th April, 1892: Admiralty to Scott,
5th February, 1892; Colonial Office to Admiralty, 31st

January, 1892; Thurston to Knutsford, 31lst May, 1889;
(each of these was enclosed in the item preceding it).

pp.54-5. Resldents of Butaritan to Davis, 7th July, 1892; Davis'
reply, 8th July, 1892; suggestions made to the King of
Butaritean by Davis, 8th July, 1892. (these are mentioned
but not printed at the end of the first paragraph of
p.36 of the Royal Empire Society copy).

p.146 Davis to United States Consul, Sydney, 8th September,
1892; and the latter's reply, 1l0th September, 1892, on
the Jorgenson case.



Rl s

p.147 Davis to Scott, 13th August, 1892; and the latter's reply
dated 15th August, 1892, regarding the disposal of arms
(the contents of pp.146 to 147 probably appeared on a
missing last page of the Roval Empire Society copy).

ITEMS TN ROYAL EMPTRE SOCIETY COPY NOT TN FOREIGN OFFICE 6269

Dis Se Scott to Gibson, 14th August, 1892; and telegrams below.
P23 Gibson to Scott, 20th September, 1892.
pPp.36-8 All material on the Rick v Luttrell dispute.

pp.51=5 All reports on visits to islands by the Curacoa in
September, 1892, =

pp.57-8 Thurston to Scott, 25th October, 1892, and enclosure;
Scott to Thurston, 3rd November, 1892.

Tt may be noted that Z.172/1892 contains a number of reports
on visits of shivs of the Australian station to Pacific islands
which were printed by the Government Printer, Sydney, and are
typographically similar to the version of the report held by
the Royal Empire Society. What the distribution and authority
of these Australian printed collections of correspondence was,
T lm ve so far been unable to discover.

(Signed) Donald H. Simpson.

© 9 506 006 00 00 00 0 00

The brief marginal notes and comments would appear to have
been made by Swaine prior to his departure for the Gilberts.
Many of them consist of the one word "enquire'". Conceivably
they could have been made by Thurston. *
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HE TLLUSTRATED LONDON NEWS, Serr 10, 1892.— 325

ANNEXATION OF THE GILBERT ISLANDS,.
In the West Pacific Ocean, immedintely north of the Equator,
in longitude about 172deg. E., which is nearly the same .8 that of
the central
part of New
Zealand, but
distant two or
three thon-
sand miles
from the
nearest of our
Australian
colonies, and
almost as far
from the
British settle-
ments in New
Guinen,liethe
Gilbert or
Kingsmill
Islands. Their
discovery im
due to British
navigators, to
Commodore
Byron, in
155, and to Captains Gilbert and Marshall, in 1788, when
also the Marshall Islands, to the north of these, were dis-
covered. The Gilbert Islands form a group of sixteen,
mostly uninhabited, each consisting of a coral reef with
a bed of sand enclosed within its barrier, rising but a
few feet above the sen. The larger isles, growing cocoa-nut
and pandanus trees, help to sustain by their fruit a small
native population, who are fishermen also: these Polynesians,
now hecome British subjects, possess large well-built canoes,
and sail boldly and expertly. They were formerly armed with
wooden swords and halberds studded with sharks’ teeth,
but have now learnt the use of guns; and they have dis-
coutinued also the wearing of suits of armour, which they
nsed to make of matted cocoanut fibre. The variety of uses
to which the cocoanut-tree is put by these people is remnrk-
able. Their cups, canoes, mats, baskets, fishing-nets, and
many other articles are all made from various parts of this
useful tree. The dwellinga are snbatantial wooden structures,
supported on large stones, and thatched with cocoanut leaves.
On each of the islands a few white traders reside, who collect
copra from the natives in exchange for tobacco, ealico, knives,
and other articles valued by them. )
In 1824 the Gilbert Islands were fully explored by Captain
Duperry, in the French ship Coquille ; again, in lﬂ-ll:. the
United States exploring expedition under Commander Willkes
made o survey of this group, on whic.:h survey t:he charts at
present in use are based. Since that time, th_ese .Jslzmds have
been frequently visited by the vessels w]mlmg'm the South
gens, calline to obtain fresh provisions, also by ships of war, of

KING TEDAREIMORA,

VILLAGE ON TAPOUTEOUEA, GILBERT ISLANDS.

various nationalities, at intervals of a few years ; TI.M.S. Dart,
in 1884, partially resurveyed the group. But the productions
of these islands are very limited, the soil being too sandy to
admit of the growth of many plants, The inhabitants
altogether number some thousands, and seem to be of one
race., Their language is the same thronghout the islands,
only a slight difference in the pronuncintion being remarked.

The natives of the Gilbert Islands are quiet and peaceable ;
they are governed, in the larger northern islands, by hereditary
rulers or kings. The king is sometimes assisted by a council
elected from among the chiefs of the different villages. Ianl,
the King of Apamama, is & boy ten yenrsof age. Therenre three
missionson these islands, and the majority of the natives profess
Christianity, The London Missionary Society's Sanmonn teachers
have accupied o few islandssouth of the Bquator ; the northern
islanders are tanght by Hawaians, supported by American
funds ; and recently n French Roman Catholic mission has
been at work on some of the central islands. Testaments and
books of hymns are published in the native language, and
many of the younger natives are able to rend and write.

H.M.S. Royalist, commanded by Captain Davis, hoisted the
British flag on Apamama Island on May 27 this year, pro-
claiming the whole group under British protection, and after-
wards visited the other islands, hoisting flags on them also.
Apamama has a population of about seven hundred. The
natives were very much pleased at being placed under the
protection of Queen Victorin, nand asked many questions
about England, large numbers of them coming off to
visit the ship during her stay at each island, The
largest islands are Tapouteouea and Tarawa, or Cook
Island ; the former is nenrly thirty miles long, but only half
a mile wide. We are indebted to nn officer of H.M.S. Royalist
for the sketches which furnish our Illustrations published
this week. ‘T'he formal annexation of these islands, which
conld not be effectunlly controiled by the British High Com-
missioner residing in distant Fiji, will be certainly beneficial
to the natives, affording them protection from kidnapping and
various other lawless outrages too ensily practised in such
remote parts of the world. King Tebareimora lately visited
America, and sought the help of the United States.
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ANNEXATION OF THE GILBERT ISLANDS.
In the West Pacific Ocean, immediately north of the Equator,
in longitude about 172deg, E., which is nearly the same .5 that of
the central
part of New
Zealand, but
distant two or
three thou-
sand miles
from the
nearest of onr
Australian
colonies, and
almost as far
from the
British settle-
ments in New
Guinea,liethe
Gilbert or
Kingsmill
Islands. Their
discovery is
due to British
navigators, to
Commodore
Byron, in
1755, and to Captains Gilbert and Marshall, in 1788, when
also the Marshall Islands, to the north of these, were dis-
covered. The Gilbert Islands form a group of sixteen,
mostly uninhabited, ench consisting of a coral reef with
a bed of sand enclosed within its barrier, rising but a
few feet above the sen. The larger isles, growing cocon-nut
and pandanus trees, help to sustain by their frnit a small
native population, who are fishermen also: these Polynesians,
now become British subjects, possess large well-built canoes,
and sail boldly and expertly. They were formerly armed with
wooden swords and halberds studded with sharks’ teeth,
but have now learnt the use of guns; and they have dis-
continued also the wearing of suils of armour, which they
used to make of matted cocoanut fibre. The variety of uses
to which the cocoanut-tree is put by these people is remark-
able. Their cups, canoes, mats, baskets, fishing-nets, nand
many other articles are all made from various parts of this
useful tree. The dwellinga are snbstantinl wooden structures,
supported on large stones, and thatched with cocoanut leaves.
On each of the islands a few white traders reside, who collect
copra from the natives in exchange for tobacco, ealico, knives,
and other articles valued hy them.,
In 1824 the Gilbert Islands were fully explored by Captain
Daperry, in the French ship Coquille; again, in 1841, the
United States exploring expedition under Commander Wilkes
made a survey of this group, on which survey the charts at
present in use are based. Since that time, these islands have
been frequently visited by the vessels whnling in the South

KING TEBAREIMORA,

VILLAGE ON TAPOUTEOUEA, GILBERT ISLANDS.

varioms nationalities, at intervals of a few years ; I.M.S. Dart,
in 1884, partially resurveyed the group. But the productions
of these islands are very limited, the soil being too sandy to
admitc of the growth of many plants. The inhabitants
altogefther number some thousands, and seem to be of one
race, Their language is the same throughout the islands,
only m slight difference in the pronunciation being remarked.
Thia natives of the Gilbert Islands are quiet and peaceable ;
they @re governed, in the larger northern islands, by hereditary
rulers or kings, The king is sometimes assisted by a council
elected from among the chiefs of the different villages. Paul,
the King of Apamama, is a boy ten yearsof age. Thereare three

missiomson these islands, and the majority of the natives profess

Christzanity, The London Missionary Society's Samoan teachers
have acenpied a few islands south of the Equator ; the northern
islandeuss are tanght by Hawaians, supported by American
funds ; and recently a French Roman Catholic misgion has
been at work on some of the central islanda. Testaments and
books of hymns are published in the native language, and

geas, callinir to obtain fresh provisions, also by ships of war, of  many of the younger natives are able to read and write,

H.M.8. Royalist, commanded by Captnin Davis, hoisted the
British flag on Apamama Island on May 27 this year, pro-
claiming the whole group under British protection, and nfter-
wards visited the other islands, hoisting flags on them also,
Apamama has a population of about seven hundred. The
natives were very much plensed at being placed under the
protection of Queen Victoria, and asked many questions
about England, large numbers of them coming off to

_ visit the ship during her stay at each island. The
largest islands are Tapouteouen and Tarawa, or Cook
Island ; the former is nenrly thirty miles long, but only half
a mile wide. -We are indebted to nn officer of H.M.S, Royalist
for the sketches which furnish our Illustrations published
this week. ‘I'he formal annexation of these islands, which
conld not be effectually controiled by the British High Com-
missioner residing in distant Fiji, will be certainly beneficinl
to the natives, affording them protection from kidnapping and
various other lawless outrages too easily practised in such

remote parts of the world. King Tebareimora lately visited

America, and sought the help of the United States.

CAPTAIN DAVIS, KING PAUL.

ANNEXATION OF THE GILBERT ISLANDS: HOISTING THE BRITISH FLAG ON APAMAMA,

FROM A BKETCIL BY AN OFFIJER OF ILM.B. ROVALIST,




GLEESON OF NONQUTI: TRADING IN SPIRITS

Davis to C in C,'Australia, 5.6.92: Fined by Davis £10 at Nonouti
for finfringement of the 'Intoxicating Liquors Act' No.4 of 1888.

‘Warned by Davis that repetition would probably cause hfis removal
from Group.

James Joseph Gleeson, trader. James Wickham Cory stated - had been
trading on Nonouti for abt a year, Had seen Gleeson give spirits
for copra. Also informed that he had purchased about 14 cocchuts
from natives for a bottle of spirits for each tree.

Also sold dynamite and fuze to natives.

co00n0esce000008000



AH SAM, BUTARITARI: MURDER OF

Davis to C in C, 16.6.92: Whilst at Butaritari I heard 1t xEm
rumoured that the murderer of Ah Sam,; Trader on that island,
was known.

2. For this murder Arthur Eury, a British subject, also
a trader on the same Island, was tried on board HMS "Dart" on
17th July, 1884, and acqulitted after a three days' trial.

3. On enquiry I ascertained that the native accused -
Nantarabe - had left the Island some two years ago, and returned
to Tarawa, his proper Island. Since his departure, Nantakabane,
a native of Butaritari, had spoken of the murder saying he had
witnessed it - giving as an excuse for his silence that
Nantarabe had threatened to kill him if he told anyone who did
it'

4. T arranged with the King to take Nantakabane, and
Nanunuri the accused's brother, on board and have the case
enquired into at Tarawa.

5. I arrived at Tarawa on 13th June, and told the King
to secure Nantarabe - which he did. Having previously taken the
evidence of the two witnesses I had on board, I told the King
to try the case with his Councillors as the murder occurred
before the Protectorate was established. Lieutenant F. St.L.
Maxwell was present, and I prosecuted. After the witnesses whom
I had brought in the ship had been hea®d, the King said he was
satisfied with Nantarabe's guilt, but the prisoner stated he
wished his mother, brother and step-father to be heard.

6. I proceeded to Apiang Island, where they were then
living, to get their evidence - taking with me Tenmacke, a
Chief and Secretary to the King. Having obtained the statements
of these peopke, I returned to Tarawa and the prisoner having
heard their evidence, had nothing to say.

7. He was found gullty, and sentenced to death by the
King and his Councillors. The prisoner then confessed to the
murder. He was subsequently shot in my presence.

8. I have the honour to enclose papers relating to the
trial, and beg to remain,

My Lord,
Your obedient servant,

— H.MoDﬁViS,
Captain.



LABOUR TRADE: GUATEMALA

1892

Cutting from the New Zealand Herald (16 June 1892) on the
capsizing of the labour brig Tahiti off the coast of Mexico,

with the loss of all on board, estimated at nearly 450.

It will be remembered thatisome months <
' siuce a brig named the.Tahiti put into one
‘of the Californian ports near San Francisco,
‘having on board a large number of Gilbert
ITsland natives, which had been ostengibly
engaged to work in the coffee plahtationy
of Guatemala. The vessel ran out of pro
| vizsions and water on her way from “the
Gilbert Islands, and put into the Californian
port to obtain a supply, she having some
400 natives on board. The assertion was
made at the time that the Tahiti was little
better than a slaver, and that the islanders
had been ‘‘recraited” in anything but an
(orthodox manner. The American authori-
ties made an aitempt to get at the truth of
| the matter, but for rome reason of other
i failed, and the Tal /i sailed for her desti-
nation. After: the lupse of a considerable
period,” it was feared that the vessel had
| foundered with all hands. Asgome exceed-
fingly rough weather prevailed just after
her departure, and from what it was
‘known of -the condition of the vessel,
it was asSerted that she was not fit

{to cope with a heavy gale. "All"doubts
(as to her fate have been set at resi
/by a report of the master of the American
!steamer Roseville. Captain W. Swmith, of |
‘that vessel, states:—*‘I discovered the |
wreck of the Tahiti in 18deg 4min. north

l lat. and 103deg. 16min. weab%ong.. floating
with shree feet.of her keel out of water. |

The port maintopmast backstay was twisted |
| where the rvigging' had carried away. Im
my opinion the brig was capsized in the 3
night time near the Mexican coastfoff the .
Gulf of California, by asudden sqyall; and
everybody on board lost. The distance i
from the Secorro or San Benedicto Islands
at the time of my discovering the wreck |
was 428 miles.”  The U.S. warship Boston
was deSpatehed from 8 Francisco ta-

&earch for survivors of the ill-fated vessel,
but vot a soul could be discovered—nearly
| 450 humen “Eljfinge‘had been drowned.
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SF o
Crawfozd
1892

rtar and degler in ship chendlery, navel stores

south Seé Iglsnd products, was born in Glenarm,

» 28, 1828. Glenerm is & besutiful valley town onm :
-and 8 fevorite resort of the people of the interior

gﬁhthl castle residence of Lord Antrim, his -

;{ﬁrgdr portion of the fine valleye.ove ..o At . “ 55
‘went to Liverpool, Englend, ond learned the

hind 4n 1849, on bosrd @ seiling vesssl, :

"¥GSC.. and sfter a pessage of 49 deys

" The subeeguent monthe were pessed et his

_J‘tdh visiting Sevannah, New Gv‘eana, St. Louis

ﬁugriﬁ?tho latter point he mode several trips upon
and siterward went $o New York =ad esngnged as sail

ord the "MANNERING, and made sevesal tripe to Livere

, Jhprlng of 1852, Mr., Crewford shipped cn the -

arpund Cspe Born fo San Francisco, erriving July 4, of

- He.  worked ss journeyman about cne year,

1n business, keeping a sail loft on Front

X | ding being ereoted over the water on piles,

yossible 4o, fish from the windows. Being well treiped

sslon, ho ‘Btarted out with 8 very fine business,

11y led into ship-~chendlery, snd in 1862 he included

, ihliwggplrtnunt. He continued sail-making unt il
-ﬂﬁ”‘h#n .that brench of the Lusiness. About 1859

: Ililing vesgels, 2nd begsm developing

of the South Pscific, which is now #

business. Mr. Cra»forﬁ has eatablished

e, on the islend of Tehiti, at Taihoe,

it Jalfit, Marshsll Islands, at Buterritsri,

l& ‘hes & prominent connsction with Apin of the

l 5 8 in. sre Amported from ¥rence, Cerrumy,

Boglend, w th 1srge invoices Irom menufacturers of the

ggbern and Atlsntic cgast statesn. From the islands he bringa

“i', rearl shells, ses-island cotton end fungus (which ] ral n

swted te Uhina), ®nd ell ses-island producis.

&rluftti has been sxtensively interested in ssiling vesse

. f-, 1 of which have become ifamous, 8nd mmong the pumber is tug
! 'fhlﬂlﬁ JOHNSON, en irom ship, which wes forgerl y the LIZZIE
jLi , of Liverpool. She took fire while losded with & carge
¥ poal, was abandoned, end sfter drifting for e ht nmonthe she
B pgg through the Pamuts Islends snd wes picked up by & French
T e T f-ﬁir off the lelend of Teniti snd towed into port, her

i%l parping She wae subsequently bought by Vr. Crawford
ed, .hilled machenies being sent from san yf;EC5JUS'Ln
twrn. The Lepnate end Ccnrﬂeac ¢f the Wq;ae& ta tan -
i-p'.ﬂﬂ. to 81'0 $he vespel the American Ag "“‘}?
rPied asbput twelve years, being for some time ke onlv

: ;s“iiigibjeaael thet wee seiling under American regie
' worthy of mention is the senoonerﬁ%&yﬂgyn that

Mﬁnhoo gnd Tehitl for & period of o ;;} teen years
af Iour tripa per year. whirh is the fsst=sld




"'3. Cﬂ\vtord & Co &1
et." Plus sd: "A, Crawford & 05. "
8 m. ‘dealers in ship & steambost '

colors constently om hend, 27 Hhrkat
Btturt. San Frnnoisco, ca].." (eut-.' -

p i Y T 1 ¥ . LR
W

Mmmg:”l. Erl#for-tl & Co, ship thon&h

J'.
j;r.‘iaw-sl 18865- qucnneya direotoriu ’;I,f

-y T E e 2 B R [
A S g ’*‘t:
*4 Crawford & (o ‘snipping and comnis-

_ et, James H, nﬁwn.uey. _ R
- y i = adeet|
| ureutorys "Tue A, Crawi'orﬂ. Ce., Jamea R. Wetson, '
, egpinicn, 14 nrum - g I S O SRS
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TABITEUEA: KAPUA AND TROUBLES ON

Davis to the C in 237922 On arrival at Taputewea Tsland
on 2lst instant, I found some dissensions existing between the
Protestant and Roman Catholic Converts. The latter were holding
a large meeting at Temanuk, at the North end of the Tsland to
discuss the matter.,

2. Having determined to collect all the arms in the
island, I started from the manieba at Utiroa, (where the flag
was holsted) taking with me three "0ld Men" and working north,
arrived at Temanuk about dusk.

3. T spoke to those assembled, concerning the feud
which was going on between the two parties. They declared that
Kapua, Ticutica, and Joseph, were the instigators of all the
111 feeling against them. I told them to go to Utiroa the next
morning, and I would enquire into the matter.

4. On the morning of 82nd Instant, I landed at Utiroa,
and heard both sides. The Roman Catholics asserted that Kapua,

Ticutica and Joseph were Inciting the other natives against
them. They said that they - the Roman Catholies - had been fined
by the "0ld Men", who had no right to do so, and that they were
waiting for thelr own Missionary - Pere Bontemps - to come to
the Island to make laws for them.

The "0ld Men" complained that the Roman Catholics (naming partic-
ularly two men, Taubo and Tekami) had said in the Maniaba at
Utiroa, that they did not want to be under the same Flag as the
Protestants, (alluding to the Union Jack, flying outside the
Maniaba) and they would have a Flag of their own. The "0ld Men"
also said they had fined a native - a Roman Catholic - for getting
drunk on sour toddy, and the Roman Catholics questioned their
right to do so. The Roman Catholics denied that any of their
people had spoken with reference to their unwillingness to be
under the same flag as the Protestants - but the number of
witnesses present who had heard Taubo and Takami make that state-
ment, decided me that it was correct. They admitted that a man
had got drunk on sour toddy and saild they thought the "0ld Men"
had no right to fine him as he was a Roman Catholice.

5. Kapua, a native of Honolulu, a trader and formerly

a Missionary on Taputewea was present - also Ticutica, a native
trader. Joseph was at the South end of the Island some twenty-
five miles away, Kapua and Ticutica of course denied being
concerned in any way with the feud but their previous histories
were sufficient to justify me in disbelieving their stetements,

6. Seeing the necessity of dealing at once in a most
summary manner with this trouble, I ordered Kapua to leave the
Group within a month from that date. I warned Ticutica, ang
Joseph (through the "01d Men" and the Missionary) that the
slightest repetition of similar conduct on their part, would cause
them to be severely punished. - I informed all present that the
"0ld Men" made the laws and governed the Islandg, They also
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TABITEUEA: KAPUA AND TROUBLES ON (contd.)

levied the fines. The missionaries might make small rules
for the guidance of their own converts, but could not make
laws or levy fines. The "0ld Men" I looked to to rule the
Island - not the Missionaries. There was in future to be but
one part in Taputewea - all amenable to the same laws.

The Roman Catholics saild they understood this, and in
future they would abide by the laws of the "0ld Men".

7« In dealing thus summarily with Kapua, T may mention
that he (once a Missionary on the Island) has much influence

with the natives. This influence he has abused shamefully. It
1s asserted that thlis man has instigated all the wars that have
occurred on the Island for some years past, and his treatment

of the wounded, if accounts be true, was simply diabolical.

Some years ago, amongst labour returning from Tahiti, were several
who had, whilst at Tahitl, become converts to the Roman Catholle
faith. After their return to Taputewea they wrote to Tahiti,
begging a Priest might be sent them. Pere Bontemps coming to
the Group, administered to thelr wants. Thils did not suit
Kapua's views, and from the very first he has steadlly opposed
them 1n every way, and Incited the Protestants and others to
share his views.

Ticutica is a bad character and previous to this charge
being brought against him, I had twice to wsrn him of his
behaviour.

8. Unless I am very much mistaken, Pere Bontemps 1s
the last man who would interfere with the Government of any

Island, or wish to cause any trouble by the establishment of a
Roman Catholic Mission in the Groupe.

I enclose copy of a letter I wrote Pere Bontemps,
dated 22nd July.

9. I trust the steps I have taken will have the desired
effect, and that peace and quletness may be again established
on the Igland.

I have &ce.

E H.M.Davis
Captain.




At Taputewea
22nd July, 18992

KAPUA, a native of Honolulu, having been represented to
me as instigating rellgious dissensions between Protestants
and Roman Catholics on this Island - T consider it necessary

It is therefore my direction that Kapua leaves the
Group within one month from date hereof, This has been

(Signed) Ed. H.M, Davis

Captain HMS "Royalist"

Trader,

11

20



BYRNE: POISONTING BY PETER GRANT

Davis to ColniaC; »25.7.92¢ On my arrival in the Gilbert Group
in May last, I heard various reports concerning the death of
James Byrne (or Byron), a British Subject, trader on the Island
of Maraki,

2. I thought it advisable to galn all the information
possible, and now enclose the papers in connection with this
matter,

3s The evidence certainly points to Peter Grant, a
Swede, now a naturalized American Subject, and trader on Tarawa
Island, as having administered poison to Byrne and to William
Blanchard, an American Subject as having been an accessory
before and possibly to, the fact. Blanchard left the Group in
the Brig "Tahiti" for Mexico, which vessel has been dilscovered
bottom up, so probably he is dead.

4, T would remind you that in writing to Mr. Rick of
Butaritarli who, at the time of visiting Maraki after Byrne's
death, was United States Commercial Agent, in his reply, he gives
: no answer to the 3rd paragraph of my letter - a most important
o one. He, as United States Commercial Agent, appeared anxious to
. settle Byrne's (a British Subject's) money matters, yet he appears
at to have taken no steps to ascertain the csuse of death, although
1t was openly asserted Byrne had been polsoned by Grant and
Blanchard, the latter undoubtedly an Americen. The date of
Grant's naturalization, I am not certain of.

B 5. I also wish to bring to your notice, that, calling

? at Grant's house at Tarawa on 1lth July, Grant was out. T then
took his wife's evidence, in his absence. I met Grant immed-
lately afterwards, and took his evidence in the village, before
he had an opportunity of conversing with his wife. He "remembered"
nothing, and it was only after a deal of pressure, that he gave
the very unsatisfactory evidence he did.

6. I went to Apamama Island, on purpose to find Byrne's

native wife, and pulling in towards the shore, halled a cance, w
which was unloading about half a mile off the beach - and asked
if Neikoria lived anywhere near. The woman herself was unloading
the canoe and then sitting on the gunwhale of my galley, she gave
me her evidence, plain and stralghtforward., I did all I could to

| shake it but 1t was easy to see she spoke the truth. "Jack™, the

' pllot at Entrance Island, cgn always find this woman.

7. Grant being an American subject, and the crime he
i1s accused of having occurred some years before the Protectorate
was established, T did not think I should be justified in
arresting him but T sincerely hope that he may be brought to trial
for in my own mind T think there is but little doubt of his guilt.

8, T enclose a copy of a note written by Mr. Grent.
Assistant Paymaster, to Mr. Eckstrom, trader on Peru Island: as
I was unable through want of coal to visit that Islang a second
time, in order to obtain his evidence.

9., A fine with Interest, of $75, due to the late James
Byrne, from the King of Maraki, T have obtained and purpose
handing the same to the High Commissioner for Byrne's estatee

iA_——___——
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BYRNE: POISONING BY PETER GRANT (contd)

10. A letter (marked "ConfidentialW) T enclose. It
was handed to me by the Englishman to whom it is addressed,
and who stilll doubts the integrity of the person referred to
in it. In making my enquiries, I was particular as to the
denomination of the coins belonging to the deceased's estate,
and by the evidence I obtained, 1t would appear there may
be some grounds for suspicion.

6« From Mr. Corrie, I learnt that on one occasion
some years before Byrne's death - he, with Stanbergen, Peter
Grant and Byrne, was taking passage in a schooner to Sydney.
It was known on board that Byrne had in his possession about
£500 in cash. On the passage, Byrne missed this money. Grant
was suspected, but nothing was said. One day when Grant was
on shore, the Mate brought a bag of money aft, which he saild he
had found in the fore peak. The money was counted and found
correct with the exception of £22. It was then decided to
search Grant's chest. Scattered on the bottom of it was found
£22 in gold - the exact sum missing from the bag. On Grant's
return on board he was accused of the theft - he denled it - but
when told of the discovery of the bag in the fore peak, and the
£22 in his chest - he acknowledged having taken it as a joke.
For some reason the Mater of the vessel did not report this in
Sydney.

I have & c.

EoHaMoD&Vis °
Captain.

In this case, the Staff Surgeon of this ship was of opinion
that, such a lapse of time having occurred since Byrne's death,
(4 years) it would be useless to disinter his body in hopes

of finding traces of poison in the remains.



'ABATANG: CONVICTION OF SU-KONG FOR ASSAULT

Capt., Davis to C in C, 10.8.92: Su-Kong, trader (Chinese, Br
subj, of Singapore) shot at a native Rabonai wifh a pEstol,
apparently because he suspected him of giving coconuts to one of
his two wives. su-Kong admitted firing a shot but alleged that

it was in self defence as some marauder came to his place after
dark and grappled with him. "It is against the King's law to trade
after dark, and I do not do so. I thought this man had come to
the house to steal - fought together and when he found a knife in
.the man's hand he reached for his revolver .and shot at his leg,

The next morning he went to the King to report the ocecurrence.
The King gave me no answer. He tabooed me over two months, but

he charged for my license all the same.

Charles Henry Tierney, trader, said that King proposed to make Su-
Kong fast in the maniaba till a warship arrived - advised him not

to. Native shotyi thought he was dying and made statement in presen-
ce of King and Reverend Moses Kaure.

Su-Kong said " I have nothing to say. If I had not shot him he
would have killed me. I cannot go against the whole island. The
King makes a law that no kanaka shall %o to a white man's house
after dark. I don't want any to come.'

Prisoner found guilty sentenced to 1 year and £50 - HC later confir-
med sentence in Fiji. Ten Tebaka an unsatisfactory witness was
handed over to King for punishment who had him publicly caned in

the maniaba.

..D...'......l'..l.
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TAR ON TARAWA 1892

/
IMissionary Herald, July 1892,

cp e enm o8

r Walkup reports of Tarawa:

"hen we drifted passed [past] Abaiang, we heard of a war on Tarawa,

and on landing we found that both parties said they were ready for peace,

i
=
el
—+
)

they were waiting my arrival to deliver up their guns,
l/

3 by ] A

e threw 94 rifles delivered us into the deep and brought the
parties together., About one third of the island had been devastated and
the church and the school suffered much, On our second visit church and
school had revived somewhat, but some of the rebels were still banded

together claiming that their rights had not been recognized,




EUROPENN CRIMES TN GILBERTS .

HGC to 58, No. 32 of 310,922 I have the honoup to encloge copies
of reports by Captain Davis of HMS "Royaligt" respecting the
allaged polsoning at Butaritari, in the Gilbert Group, of a
British subject named Byrne, by an American cltizen, nameg Peter
Grant; and of a Charge of assault on a native of Tarawa by an
American citigen named Kustel,

2s¢ In the former case Rear Admiral Lord Chas,Scott has
requested me to advise as to what further steps should pe taken:
and in the latterp Capt. Davis left the matter, at Kustel's request

3e With régard to Peter Grant the suspicion 1s based on
very strong grounds, although the death at sea of g man who
apparently would have been an important witness has made the case
less easy of proof than it would otherwise have been, The report
shows that there ig good ground for believing that Grant had on a
previous occasion attempted to rob Byrne of a sum of £500.

4. The offences alleged having, however, been committed
before the declaration of British Protection in the Gilbert Group
it does not seem BXax possible to try Grant in &ny British Court,
even 1if g Jurisdiction over forelgners living in pbrotected islands
were to be conferred on the High Commissioner's Court.

5e The Govermment of the United States might perhaps be
moved to arrest Grant, and put him on trial for the murder of
Byrne, or as an alternative the Resident appointed might direct

6. The charges against Kustel are not so grave, though
they are sufficiently Serious, seeing that his Rarotongan Agent,
Gno, in pleading guilty of a charge of arson, stated that he did
the act by Kustel's orders. ' TIf a Jurisdiction over foreigners in
the group is conferred on the High Commissioner'sg Court it will
probably be able to prevent the recurrence of such acts as those
charged against Kustel, and I do not think 1t expedient to have
him removed to the United States for ‘trial,

7« But Kustel might be warned that & repetition of his for.
mer conduct would entail his removal from the group.

I have &c.
John B.Thurston.
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PROTECTORATE, DECLARATION OF | 1892

;

- v
l"issionary Herald, October 1892, p».392. Editorial psragraph,

2 92 e ? 28 88088200
Reports have been received of the occupation by the British of several

islands in the Pacific, the Johnston Islands a rocky group some 600 miles

gouth-west of Honolulu, are said to have formally been laken possession

of by a British Man of War on July 1Tth.
If newspaper reports are to be relied upon, a far nore important
¢
annexation took 9coe on June the 12th, when the British flag was raised
on the Gilvert Islands at Butaritari.

s

In the July number of the issionary Herald, we gave an account

of the coming of Wantemate, King of Butaritari to San Francisco, in the
hope of procuring from the Tnited States = nrotectorate for his island,
In this he was disappointed, and he returned to his island home uncertain
as to what might happen, having special fears least Germany should take
possession of the Group.

e have had no direct commmication, as yet, from the islands, but
a corregpondent of the San Francisco papers at Butaritari, said to be an
fmerican, and if so doubtless a trader there, complains bitterly of the
high handed +4ransaction on the part of the officers of & Britigh Man of
Var in proclaiming the sovereignity of the Queen, The first act of the
British Commander, according to this correspondent, was to issue

£

order that no foreigner should sell to the natives fire-crng Tam or

tobacco, Hence these tears over British ageression,

CaEme s Ardne W weEA s T TR S = TEL
e T Y : S mea g J e gy



Ve have no doubt that this whole affair wag in accordance with the
wishes of the Butaritari King, who much preferred Britishto German or
Spanish authorities. In this we heartily agree with him, thoush it is
difficult to see just what advantages England may derive from the
posession of the Johnston =nd Gilbert Groups., Yet such is the greed
among the nations for territory, though it be distant and comparatively
valueless, The assumption by some power of authority over these Groups
seemed inevitsble, and we are glad if British rule, which is religiously
tolerant and which favours good morals, is eatablished over the Gilbert
Islands, where we have such a hopeful m’ssionary work.

Ve shall await with great interest definite reports {rom our

missionaries in regard to this transaction,

Farentinn wae riead im tha lrm . o

g



.the steamer

THE FRIEND. -

[NovemB'er,' 1892..

The “Blackbirder” Montserrat.

novel picce of newspa-
per enterprise appears in the _San F'r‘zu?-
cisco Examiner of October 15th. [his
paper sent a reporter, W. H. Bromage,
who shipped as able seaman on board
Montserrat, -subsequently
becoming quartermaster. He reports
the voyage as above, with some_fullneSS,
and as we are well satisfied, with accu-
racy and sobriety, -although some sen-
sational exaggerations appear 1in the
headings prefixed to the story, and in
editorial comments. _

The Montserrat too_k as passenger at
San Francisco, on Apnl. 235:1, the native
chief or King of Butaritari. She went
north to Nanaimo to coal, then calling
one day at Honoluln, landed the king at
Butaritari, May 26th, and commenced
recruiting among the other islands of

A somewhat

“the group for hands to work upon cer-

tain coffee plantations in- Guatemala.

In this work she visited twelve islands,

and spent 78 days. On August 9th,
she sailed from Tamana for Guatemala,
with 388 laborers, arriving at San Jose
de Guatemala on the 11th of Septem-
ber, or in thirty-three days from port to
port. No sickness occurred upon the
passage. :

an injured arm, and landed in poor con-
dition, dying from the kick of a mule
on the long jonrney inland. All the
rest reache the plantations in good
condition. : :

This is the bright side of the story.
The ship was 2 good one, a fast steamer,
well provisioned. The passengers were
made quite as com.fortable,‘ and as well
treated as any emigrants in the steer-
ages of Atlantic steamers. They were
well bunked, 'well fed, had all the water.
they could drink, and the full freedom of
the deck. Their good health proves
that they were well used, Mr. Brom-
age complains that they were not sup-
plied with fresh water for washing their
clothes, and inconsequence got abomi-
nably filthy. Why did not the mate
turn the ship’s hose on to them ? They
had salt water to Wg\sh i Wa have
made two vOyages of six and five months
around Cape Horn, wnh;' fl'es'h Sates
only for drink, except when it rained,
and never thought it a grievance,

1t is probable that no company of
contract laborers ever made so pleasent
and prosperous a voyage across five
thousand miles of ocean. - We gather
this from the reporter’s own story, and it
is confirmed ‘to us by the statements of
the Rev. Mr. Kapu, an old Hawaiian
Missionary, who Wwas a passenger, and
whom we have carefully ~ questioned.
He held daily prayers with the‘ people,
with regular 'seryice on the Sabbath.
They had their _Blblﬂs and Hymn-
books. He married twelve couples on

o 1A 8€. @&
th(i%??t?l?;l'c is a darker side to the story.
M ,1-(:11 gross _df:Cchum was used In t}w
siorkof recriiting: and apparently, vio-

‘One man came aboard with |

lence was not wholly absent. Certain ex-
perienced white men were employed as
agents and interpreters. In all recruit-
ing work for soldiers, sailors and the
like, fraud and some force are always
cmployed, and were not absent in this
job of blackbirding. We. judge that
there was far less of these abuses.than
has been usually practiced.” This was
due to the fact that the people had been
Christianized, could read and write, and
had gained considerable: intelligence
about foreign parts.

The worst practice appears to have
been the enticing of children to coms
aboard and sign, in order toinduce their
parents to follow. Some. distressing
scenes occurred where, mothers were
held back by their husbands from follow-
ing their children. - Mr. Kapu tells us
that in many cases the people got into
the boats secretly after dark, so that
their relations should not detain them.
Deserting laborers -swimming ashore
were fired at and turned back. Happily
none were hurt.

It must be kept in view that the ex-
perience of these islanders in'contract
labor in the Hawaiian Is. has been very
favorable, and makes them ready to
enlist. Guatemala was represented to
them as being still more desirable, es-
pecially as the labor of picking coffee is
so much lighter than that in the Hawaii-
an cane-fields. But according to Mr.
Kapu, a very gross deception as to the
wages promised must have been prac-
ticed upon them.
given in the Examiner specifies only
Three dollars a month and found. But
they were distinctly promised from five
to seven dollars a month, There was a
discrepancy which made trouble on the
voyage. The laborers from the southern
half compared notes with those from
the northerri half, and found that the
latter had been promised six dollars for
women and seven for men, while the
latter had been promised five dollars for
women and six for men. Learning this,
they began to blame the interpreter, and
to declare that as soon as they reached
Honolulu, where the ship was to call,
they would all go to Rev. Hiram Bing
ham to look over their contracts, and if

anything was wrong, they-would leave
the ship-and seek passage home.

Learning this, the Captain headed the
ship off for Fanning’s Island hoping.to
put Mr. Kapu on some vessel there for
Honolulu, where he had agreed to take
him. Finding none he kept on to
Guatemala. 1

1t was learned there that out of 400
of their people brought there two years
before by the Alma, less than 180 sur-
vived. The rest had died of fevers,
small pox, and other epidimics. It is
wholly improbable  that the laborers
would receive any such protection in
Guatemala as they do in Hawaii, from
the injustice of employers. ‘Here the
Government watches over them through

humane and efficient inspectors. Here

The form of contract:

also the climate is perfectly salubrious,
and epidemics rare. After landing and
on the journey inland" much complaint
of the cold was made by the islanders,
who had no warm clothing. *Kapu says
he suffered from the cold while lying in
the harbor. Snow: clad peaks lay in
sight, and the plantations were far inland,
The Examiner describes the ‘journey of
sixty miles to one of them as involving
much hardship. ‘The people went by
railway to the other. oA ¢

The Examiner seems: undiscrimina-
ting in comparing the Montserrat’s work
with that of African’ slavers. -Butit is
a terribly wrong thing to entice these
poor people to a country where they are
at the mercy of Spanish masters, and
where the climate will be fatal to most
of them. We hope that the British
authorities now'in possession of the
Gilbert Islands will forbid any more of
the natives to ship to Mexican or Central
American ports. ' :

;

Death of Mrs. Sinelair. _

From the P, C. Advertiser.

Under the usual heading will be found
notice of the death of Mrs. E. Sinclair,
of Makaweli, Kauai. Mrs. S. arrived
here with her family from New Zealand,

the purchase of the island of Niihay,
for a sheep ranch, from Kamehameha
1v.,
Makaweli, which large tract she sub-
lived ever since she arrived here, never
having left Kauai except for a .shor
visit to Nithau. Sheleavestwo children
Mrs. Knudsen, now in this city, and
son, Francis Sinclair, now living 1!
Alameda, Cal. - Besides the abovy
several grand and great grand-childre
survive her, " residing here and in Cal
fornia. Mrs. S. was a most remarkab!
woman, of Scotch birth, and possesse
of an active business mind,” which ex
abled her to be the ruling spirit af
manager of her large property. Sl
always enjoyed remarkably good heal
in her mountain home at Makaweli. |
few wecks since she had an attack
grip from which she recovered, buf |
left ‘her so weak and helpless that ¢
felt it was of no use to make any effi
to recover and prolong life in such
helpless condition. “Then -calling 1§
grand-children and friends to her b
side, she bade an affectionate farev’
to gach, clofied her eyes and expired®
the age of 93 years, with apparently s
pain, but with a bright hope of etesl
glory in the spirit land. .

[Mrs. Sinclair has been a consi¥
subscriber to THE Frienp.]
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The Island ports of entrytoutsidis
Honolulu which had beenclosed &
three weeks, as a precaution ag

cholera, have been - reopgned
recommendation of the Boardef Heg
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e

twenty-nine years ago, and having made |

for the sum of $10,000, settled ais

sequently purchased, and where she hai




U.S. COMMERCIAL AGENT IN THE GILBERT ISLANDS

SS to HC, No.41l of 14.12.92: forwarding letter recd thru FO from
US Charge d'Affaires re Rick at Butaritari.

HM Govt consider it would have been better for Davis to have
recognized Rick provisionally in capacity of Commerciasl Agent
for the US, pending the result of ref to HM Govt, & orders have
been sent to C in C, Australian Station, that Rick is to be
recoghized in that capacity. ‘

Fiji Govt :
Request notification in/Gazette that HM Govt have recognized Mr
Adolph Rick as US Commercial A@ent in the Gilbert Is.

_Enc. Charge d'Affaires to FO, TA4YZ(F2F 21.11.92: Invites attention
To Davis conduct "in contrast with the conduct of other Agents of
foreign Governments when declaring under the protection of such
Governments, i1slands and territories in which the Unlted States
maintained a Representative accredited to the local authority".

"Citizens of the United States have, durlng the last 50 years
established themselves in several of the islands of the Gllbert
groups Acquiring property .and vested lnterests therein, they
have won the confiden ce and esteem of the natives by their
exemplary dealings and by their self-sacrificing lshours as
missionaries, and, supported by the benevolent contributions of .
the Christian churches of the United States, they have raised
that remote island community to a state of clvillzed order alike
notable and commendables,

These interests thus firmly established, called for due recog-
nition and protection on the part of the United States Government,
snd on the 25th May 1888, Mr Adolph Rick was duly commlssioned as
Commercial Agent of the United States for the Gilbert Islands, with
residence at Butaritari.

Captain Davis appears to have supposed, contrary-to the usageg
_which my Government has observed on other occasions and in other
quarters, that the acceptance of Her Majesty of a protectorate
over the local rulers gyéf of those islands, annuled the relations
of other Govermments to the Latter and he appears to have treated
the United States Commercial Afency &as non-existent from the 27th
of lMay 1892, when his proclamation of essumption of British protect-
ion over the Gilbert Islands was issued at Apamama 15 days before
he srrived at Butaritari on the 1llth of June. Mr Rick was not
lacking in courtesy to Ceptain Davis, and on the next day June 12th,
sought an introduction to him through a reputable resldent at
Butariteri, Mr J.F. Luttrell, but Captain Devis took no notice of
the introductlion, although Mr Rick's name and office were distinectly
announced, and he turned abruptly away. wing to this migsunder-
standing, Mr Rick end Ceptain Davis did not meet until July 6th,
when the Capteln informed him orally, that he could not recognize
him as & Consular Representative until he should be accredited to
Her Majesty the Queen - a statement repeated the next gay in
writing. 3

Avalling himself of the usual ecourtesy of fo -
mails by returning war-vessels, Nr Hiek,yon Frig§§r§&§§ %%ﬁe 4




tendered. to Captain Davis ... official despatches to Dept of State"
but Davis demanded heading 'U.S. Consulste Butaritari' should be
erased as not courteous on the Lonsul Agent's part, However he
accepted it the next day, without erasure.

Not readily supposable that Davis' powers included the abrupt
rupture and outlawry of the relations maintained by US Govt with
the Gllbert Islanders through its deputed Agent. Had the isg

been annexed by GB ag conquered territory, such sudden breaking off
of the representative functions of the Agent of a friendly stete
might perhaps have found excuse as an act of military necessaty,
but in this cese it bears an unfriendly aspect which sure HM Govt
will hasten to disavow.

In previous cases no interruption of representation until new appt
required new act of recognition. If this prot was deemed different
involving the substitutionary credence of the US Com Agent 4 forth-
with to %ﬁ HBM, this Govt would have cheefulully considered the
point on intimetion thru regular channels.

The important point is that as staed "The germs of civilizatlon were
planted in the Gidbert Group by the zealous endeavours of Americsn
citizens g¥éd¥ more than L1 a century ago.

The result of this work carried on by American ciltizens and
money, has been in fact to change the naked barbarism of the island
natives into enlightened communities, and to lay the foundation of
the trade and commerce which have IAXd/tf¢ given these islands
importance in the eyes of Europe todaye. Wrought by the agents of
& colonizing Bower, this development would have naturally led to
& papamount claim to protection, control or annexation, as policy
might dictate. My Government has however, slept upon its rights
to reap the benefits of the development produced by the efforts of
its citizens; but it cannot forego 1ts inallenable privilege to
protect the latter in the vested rights they have built up ...",

"My Government believes that it 1s entitled to expect that the
rights and interests of the United States citizens establigheq
in the Gilbert Islands will be as fully respected and confirmeg
under Her Majesty's Protectorate as they could have K& been,
had the United States accepted the office of protection not long
since solicited by the rulers of those islands.

I am furthermore to point out to Your Lerdship the eXpediency
and Indeed the necessity in view of Captain Davig' strange conguet
of continuing the Congular representation of the Uniteq States in
that quarter, under such superior sanction as Her Majesty's Govern-
ment may deem fitting, by reason of this function of protection
which 1t has assumedq."
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HAWAIIAN BOARD.

3 .. devoted to theinterests of the Hawaiian
lh}:'; 1]:353f1315.:i\0n:. and the Editor, appointed by the
]]g;rd i responsible for its contents,

Editor.
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Rev. O. P. Emerson. -

owing is a list (probably in
’I;h‘]ze::)“ which has been sent on of
. ) ,Eam'es; of those in the islands, who
gﬁyc been appointed members of the
AdvisoerOUncil ofthe\;V?r]d's Congress
Auxiliar‘y of the World's Columbian
Exposition on Religious (;oslgl'esses. 'In
H‘onolulu, Oahu, Revs. E. G. Beckwith,
p.D., C M. Hyde, D.D., W. B. Oleson
,, n'd b p. Emerson; also Prof. W. D,
?&le\'ander and Pres. F. A, Hosmer. In
Pai;i Maui, Rev. T.‘L. Gulick; and in
Hilo, Hawaii, Rev. E. P. Baker.

‘The Chinese mission is highly favored
by the arrival of Mrs. J. Emery from the
) She comes to do work among

ishtz.tirsc;men, and has already been intro-
duced to her field. We believe that

there is not a more hopeful line of work

this which has been placed in her
hands, for it concerns the family hf_e of
a very important class of our population,
of & I’Jeop]e who are building houses and
rearing children, who rank among the
brightest of those attending our schools.

than

e o T —

| missionary

_ off, and tl

'VVOI'd has come from the rooms of
the A. B. C. F. M., that the request of
the Hawaiian Boa::d for the retention of
the Rev. H. Gulick among us as a

worker, cannot be granted.

~ .nnot be spared from Japan. It is
He Ldtrzgd thougph that Mr. Gulick’s leave
nce be extended six months, and
¢ he use the added time for work
tha o us. The Hawaiian Board has
amons 5 i limited offer of Mr. Gulick’s
acCCP‘e and after his visit to the States,
Ser‘.’:l:e;. he goes in February, he will
‘:,r}cl)lbabl\' return and be with us the al-

loted time.

hermi
Of abse

Another Case.

yuna named Pohano came to the
a woman named living
Roman Catholic burying ground
et, and said to her, “T met
together with two other
ead persons) at the corlm:}t' of
Lo d King streets, and they
Maun{l}}c?ﬂinto )'ouh:' house.”  # But,”
nava .d cyou are a stranger to me.”
Sald-bhl(i:éd ¢ 1 saw your spirit beckon-
.HeAIep,, L;‘) come in, and so I have
[me At this, the woman was fright-
e }--‘c'lusfs it is a popular Dbelief
ened, _z;,-,( natives, that the spirit does
POt e leave the body and wander
Sumdunwmt when this occurs it is a
! onition of death, and that death
pﬂilm.m-ciy come unless telief is found
I;J:' thht; hand of some kahuna, and the

A kal
housc Uf
nea[‘thc 1
on I\’.l'ﬂ‘; .’:St.l'(ﬁ

AUl spl_l‘lt
spirits (of d

spirit can be made to cease its. wander-
ings. 'So the woman said, ‘‘what must
I do to escape this danger.”

The man replied, ““It can be easily
arranged. Get some (piialil) taro, some
shrimps and mullet and bananas (maia
lele).” These were to be given by the
kahuna to the woman while he was per-
forming his incantations over them, to
the end that her spirit should not go
roaming again away from her body.
The shrimp being a restless, jumping
creature, the eating of it would signify
the doing away of the soul's restless
tendency. The eating of the wandering
mullet would be likewise significant, as
would also the eating of the banana
named maialele,-flying banana.

Upon this the woman sent for her
husband. He came and found the kahu-
na entertained with a luncheon at his
house.

The kahuna said, “I shall make no
charges, but you may give me what you
please; ten dollars will do.”

The householder replied, “I have but
two dollars in hand; take that and later
I will give you the balance.”

Said the householder, “Can you real-
ly see spirits?”  *Yes,” was the reply.
“Then teach me to discern them.” It
would not do,”’ said the kahuna, “you
ar¢ a passionate man, you \‘Yould use
your power destructively. Only on
the whites,”” was the reply. .

This day being a Saturday it was
arranged that the kahuna should come
and finish his work on the following
week., . Meanwhile the houscholder
learned from another kahuna that the
first one was a fraud, and on the house-
holder’s going to him and charging him
with lying, he confessed to it and re-
tarned the money he had taken under
false pretensions,

This kahuna, it is said, has taken
money from others, on similar false re-
presentations that have appealed to the
superstitious fears of his victims.

Letters from Butaritari and Ponape.

The three new missionaries and their
wives who went on the Morning Star
to jointhe Gilbert Island Mission, arrived
at Butaritari July 5th. They have been
residing with Rev. A. Maka, and have
been instructed daily by him in the Gil-
bert language so that they had begun to
make public addresses, and teach Sunday
School classes. They had all prepared
letters to be forwarded to Honolulu by
the 5. 8. Mongsarrat, which was expected
to return to Butaritari after it had secured
its complement of laborers, to be brought
to Honolulu.  But the labor vessel went
direct to Guatemala, and the letters were
torwarded with other matter Oct. 17, by
the H. W. Almy to San Drancisco,

coming thence by the dustralio arriving |

here Dec. 29, All were in good health
and enjoying the work, submitting
patiently to many inconveniences.  All

were anticipating eagerly the general
meeting of the mission, to begin at Bu-
taritari Dec 25.

When .the Captain of H. B. M. S.
Royalist took possession of the island of
Butaritari, Sunday, June 13th, he fired
a salute of 21 guns, and issued the
following Proclamation: *“Her Majesty
Victoria, Queen of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Ireland, Empress
of India, having this day assumed a
Protectorate over the Gilbert Islunds, I
would remind all residents in the group,
other than natives, that it is contrary to
law to supply fire-arms, ammunition,
explosive substances or intoxicating
liquors to -any natives of the Pacific
Islands,” ‘The King of Butaritari has
supplemented this by his royal edict,
affixing the punishmentof 100 stripes and
100 dollars on any native guilty of drunk-
enness.  Such stringent restrictions on
the free use of intoxicating beverages
have brought peace and good order to
the whole community. There is no
theft, no gambling, but every one is busy
with his own affairs.

Rev. Z. S. K. Paaluhi, of Tapiteuea,
was reported to be suffering badly from
rheumatism. Mrs. Maka, in Butaritari,
was entirely helpless from paralysis,
which has affected her whole body from
head to foot. News had reached Butari-
tari that Rev. W, B. Kapu, formerly a
missionary of the Hawaiian Board, had
been taken away from Tapiteuea on
board the S. S. Montsarrat, by order of
the Captain of the Royalist. :

Rev. F. E. Rand, writes from Makin,
Aug. 9th, that the Morning -Star came
in upon them quite unexpectedly July
18th. As he could not very well leave
the work, Miss Foss went to Ponape,
and when she returned reported that the
Spanish Governor received her very
graciously. He assured her that the
other missionories would be permitted
to return to Ponape, and was expecting
instructions from Madrid to that effect,
to arrive Aug. 23. Mr. Rand, with the
help of the people, had put up quite com-
fortable buildings at very little expense,
Ot the population of 150, 52 were attend-
ing school at the date of this letter.
Others had been detained at home by
chicken-pox. He was busy in school
work, though it was of a more general
nature than that in his old training
school in Ponape. l‘h(l:re were only three
schularsr trom other islands, though it
was expected that the Stqp would brine
up three or four more from Ngatic., —1\1?_
Rand sends up specimen leaves of a
primer he has com pleted and printed.

Dr. I-I.\'ds; would be obliged for the
return to hig )

© library by some unknown
triend

» to whom he has loaned them, of
the unbound pictorial description of the

islands of the Northern Pacific (a Ger.
man publication), and a small bool,
Lving the adventures of a shipwrecked
!l American sailor, during his residence at
"these Islands 1808-1812,



RECRUITING OF GILBERTESE ¥OR GUATEMATA 1892

IS

(1) See report in lNew Zealand Hersld for 16.9.1892 on the loss of the
brig Tahiti, with 450 Gilbertese on board.

(2) Also a report in the New Zealand Herald towards the end of 1892
stating that the lontserrat was to make another recruiting voyage
to the Gilbert Islands.

(3) Trace a report in the leekly Examiner of San Francisco (probably
during the latter half of 1892) on the voyage and proceedings of
the Montserrat, written by a reporter on the journal who sailed
as a seaman on the vessel,
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GILBERTS: AFFOINTMENT OF RESIDENT

SeS. 1o H.C.y No. 8 of 13,%.93: I have the honour to acknowledge
the receipt of your Despatch No. 40 of the 6th of December, respect-
ing the appointment of & Resident in the Gilbert Islands.

I agree with you thet in the first place the aprointment
should be of a temporary nature, anc you will perceive from the
correspondence “etween ithis Department and Treasury, cories of
whieh are herewith enclosed for your informetion and guidance,
that H.M's Government -~an only sanction this appointment on the
uncerstanding that you feel satisfied that the contributions from
the chiefs, together with the receipts thst the officer may collect
under the Order in Council in his caracity of Deputy Commissioner,
will cover the £500 per annum, wiich you propose he should receive
as salary, and all other exrenses that he may necessarily incur in
either capacity,

Sub ject to these remarke, I do not propose to interfere
with your choice of & Resident, anc have no objection to the
appointmert of Mr, G.A.Feate who you recommend as specially
qualified for the jost.

Should you decide to take Mr. Peate down with you and to
leave him there on the termination of your visit, you will be at
liberty, should you think it necessary to meke him & small advance
from Western Pacific Punds, to eneble him to carry on his duties
until local receipts are forthcomings anc I should wish to receive
from you copies of any instruetions that you may issue to him as
to the accounting for all monies that may come into his hands in
the performence of hie duties,

I have &c.

Ripon
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At this island Satan has accomplished his purpose in another WaY .
For more than a year, the island has been suffering from a war. Last year,
Ir Walkup destroyed ninety guns and the Chiefs promised to keep the peace,
but after Mr Wallup left they again set about killing one another.

The British lMan of War came later and destroyed more guns and since
then there has been no fighting. But I heard on landing rumours of war.

All the coconuts have been tabooed and are brousght to the trader to
ray debts. During the war a great many trees were cut down, so that
Brother Teraoi has had = hard time during the past year to even get enough
to eat, and of the $200 pledged before the war, he has received nothing,

The Church has lost about sixty members. A few left the island dur-
ing the fighting; we also lost one teacher on thisg island. FPamily discord
ended in separation, the teacher falling into sin and deserting his work.
This leaves but two teachers on this island. Hall [?] the second teacher,
though & cripple and only imperfegtly prepared for his work, was faith-

fully teaching to the best of his ability. If the English succeed in

maintaining peace there is a bright field for a Hawaiian mﬁsgjonETy'
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Miss
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We found the work in good condition; but in great need of teachers
and we had none ready to leave; however, we hope to have some next year,

Maka, the faithful Hawaiian veteran was at his post as Pastor, but
his wife was in a sad condition, being paralysed in all the musdgls of
her body and in so helpless a condition that she was unable to undertake
the long voyace to Honolulu,

The King of this Tsland is a Christian and has just returned from
America and was very anxious that his people should be taught, He asked

-
for several teachers, there is only one teacher for 3,000 people.

Strict temperance laws are enforced over the natives, but the white
foreigners keep an open saloon in defiance of the law,

“ho are the Pagans? The King has asked the English who have now
assumed & protectorate to help close this saloon. The Captain of the
Bnglish ¥Man of War said he might tax it; perhaps the saloon cannot arlord
to pay taxes and so it will be closed. The Catholics are busy entrench-
ing themselves here, oh, that they would only fight the Devil here and
leave us to do the same, But this is not their policy evidently, The

J

have already begun prosefytizing and succeeded only the day before our

arrival in inducing a 1a

d who was preparing to come to the trainin.. schocl
al Kusaie to come with themn, promising him fifty dollars a year, Mhe

priest had just

gone to Sydney to secure a steam vesse] for touring he
ring, he

said.
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BUTARITART LAWS.

European residents to H.C., 22.7.93: We Jointly. a
the Interests of the signing parties and gther %orggggsiegggeigs
whodare nzt gr;sent, with the hope that you will have the
oodness to inform us of anvy new law r
%o JEEd: v laws or regulations that we have
As Capt. Davis of HMS "Royalist" upon his departure left x»
rules and regulations laid down by him to the King - on behalf of
Her Majesty's Government - were for more than one year wholly
lgnored by the King, we beg tmat you will instruet us definitely
how we are to act until the arrival of H. Mjs Commissioner here,
From experience of the last year we know that we have no
proper authority to refer to in the King here; and fee assured
that matters are not improved until we have some other authority
than he; to refer to, Trusting that we have not presumed too much
in thus addressing you,
We have & €.

G. A, Wilson
H. Muller
G. Tuchtfeldt
A. J. Kustel
Alec J. Derell
P. Dalch

eI, 1peers and country gentlemen. But the |lights upon the whole business,



BUTARITARI HOTEL.

Sec. to HC (Collet) to Herr Tuchfeldt, 22.7.93: I am directed
by Her Britannic Majesty's High Commissioner for the Western
Pacific to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 21st
instant written on behalf of the Jaluit Gesellschaft of Jaluit,
Marshall Islands.

The object of your communication is to obtain His
Excellency's sanction for the constitution and maintenance of g
Hotel in Butaritari of g superlor order to those now established
here, and so provide for a want in the district which under the
changed conditions of the place will be even more necessary in
the future than at present,

In reply I am to state that His Excellency regrets he
cannot share your views as to the necessity for the establishment
of a Hotel at Butaritari, but on the contrary cannot imagine any
provision for whiech there is, or is 1likely to be, any less need.

This island (Butaritari) is already suffering from that

mockery of things which in larger, and even civilized societies is too

often falsely named "progress", but which in point of fact is merely
retrogression and ruin.

The native people of Butaritari, some 2,000 in number are
deeply indebted to the several competing commercial companies who
have establighed themselves in this small island. Their lands, to
a large extent, have temporarily passed out their hands under a
pernicious system described as the "clip", They are generally
impoverished and it will take considerable time, and willZ require
much good management before the people are free from the thraldom
in which His Excellency now finds them, and In which theyhave been
held already for many years.

The High Commissioner does not omit to note that the Hotel
proposed by you is not desired for the use or convenience of
natives, but for Europeans.

Thanighxﬁmmmixxtmnxxxamxxxnmxxmmxkxkmxnnxxxxhxkxxhnxﬁmkgi

His Excellency, however, does not hesitate to say that
Butaritari would be benefitted not by the accession of a number of
Europeans to its present residents, but by the departure of half of
those now here, fop whom the actual commercial capabilities of the
island offer no legitimate prospect. This unquestionable fact
recelves confirmation from your own expressed desire to the High
Commissioner for the imposition of such a high trading license ag
would keep out both redundant and interloping traders.

Apart from the foregoing opinion which His Excellency
enumerates in order that you may be fully aware of the tendency of
his views I am further to say that the true welfare and happiness of
the native population of the 1slands is at least one of the first
objects held In view by Her Britannic Majesty's Government in
assuming the Protectorate of the Gilbert Group, and that neither
directly nor indirectly would such an object be promoteqd by the
establishment of new Hotels, or by the continuation of mére drinking
saloons for the few Europeans who form, or are likely to form the
fixed or floating pepulation of the place.

And moreover the native chiefs and people are ynaniously
and strongly opposed to the opening of any more Rapg in their island

EEE——————
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BUTARITARI HOTEL (contd.).

and have petitioned His Excellency to take early measures for
closing the two now open.

The High Commissioner purposes taking such measures
accordingly, as from the lst January 1894, after which date it
will be illegal to sell alecoholic liquor to be consumed on the
premises.

I have &c.

Wilfred Collet.
Secretary.



SO A .

BUTARITARI AFFATRS: EUROPEAN.

Sec. to HC to European Residents of Butaritari, 22.7.93: I am
directed by Her Britannia Majesty's High Commissioner to
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this date desiring to
be informed of any new Laws or Regulatlions that you have to abide
bye. You add further that "gs Captain Davis of HMS "Royalist"
upon his departure left rules and regulations laid down by him
to the King - on behalf of Her Majesty's Government - which were
for more than one year wholly ignored by the King" you beg His
Excellency will instruct you definitely how you are to act until
the arrival here of the Deputy Commissioner appointed to the
Gilbert Island District.

In reply I am to say that the High Commissioner has much
pleasure in giving you all the information in his power upon the
questions raised and that he will at all times be glad to recelve
communications or suggestions from you with regard to subjects of
local concern and to that end is negotiating foo the establishment
of a steam mall service between these 1lslands and Fiji.

With regard to any new Laws or Regulations under which
residents in the group will from this time forward have to guide
themselves I am to say - as His Excellency has already explained to
the majority of the resident traders who have called upon him -
that the ordinary Criminal and Civil Law of England as provided
for by Her Majesty's Pacific Order in Council 1893, will be
operative, without distinction of persons, excepting in so far as
the same may be from time to time affected by the Queen's Regul-
ations passed for the purpose of providing for any special local
necessities.

The Order in Council referred to, re-enacting the previous |
Regulations came into force upon the 29th of June, and so far no e
new Regulations have been passed under its provisions.

The former Regulations prohibited the supply to natives of .
Arms, Ammunition and Explosives, and of intoxicating Liquorse. 1
Coples of these Regulatlons are enclosed for your information, and
I am to acquant you that under the Pacific Order in Council of 1893
the provision of these Regulations are extended to all persons resliding
within the limits of the Protectoratee. _

At thls moment, therefore, and in reply to your query, the 1
existing laws afecting all persons (other than natives who may be |
subject also to native customary law) are the ordinary laws of |
England, and the Regulations referred to. N

ki With regard to any new Regulations providing for special local
needs and circumstances the High Commissioner has thought 1t proper
to avold anything that would come as a surprise upon residents in ‘1
the group and therefore defers making operative any new Regulation |
that may be deemed necessary until the 1lst day of January next.

His Excellency trusts the Depty Commissioner will srrive in
the steamship "Aprcher" on her return voyage from Sydney when such
new Regulations will be made public in advance., '

The High Commissioner does not intend that the Deputy Comm=
1ssioner should oermanently reside at Butaritari,
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BUTARITARI AFFAIRS: EUROPEAN (contd).

Adverting now to your observations respecting Rules and
Regulations laid down by the Commanding Officer of HMS "Royalist"
for observance by the King, the High Commissioner thinks vou are
under some misapprehension. '

The Report of Captain Damis is before His Excellency and he
finds that In the interests of both the mercantile community and
of the natives, Captain Davis made ten suggestions to the King,
the first four of which only directly concerned such community.

That the King has not acted upon such suggestions is much
to be regretted, but His Excellency thinks there i1s little to be
surprised at in his omission. Indeed the High Commissioner is of
opfnion thatf i1t wbuld have been very surprising - having regard
to all the surroundings and diverse influences operating upon a
native chief whose principal weakness appears to be in a desire to
please everybody - if he had consistently followed a course of
action which could only have provoked opposition among the creditors
of a virtually bankrupt native community each of whom, perhaps not
unnaturally, deemed himself to have a preferential claim. %

The High Commissioner does not wish to elaborate this point.

He believes he 1s communicating with a body of mercantile man who

will not refuse to see that business in the island has been pushed
beyond 1ts legltimate 1limits and with the usual embarrassing
consequences., i

His Excellency has both privately and publiciy spoken as
strongly upon the necessity of paying all just debts without delay
as he feels 13 consistent with his duty. While the High Commissioner
cannot hold out any hope that the Court will take the natives by
surprise end enfo¥ce the payment of native liabilities lncurred
under circumstances totally different from those now existing he feels
justified in hop@ng that what he has said to the King and people
willl have a beneficinl effect.

The Deputy Commissioner upon his arrival will} should the
outstanding debts not have been paid by that time, be enjoined to
use his special good offices in the matter and to that end I am to
ask that you will be so good as to have ready for his perusal an
explicity statement of the debts individually that may still be
then outstanding.,.

In consludion I am to remark that the present moment is one
of transition towards a more secure and regular state of things,
and that the High Commissioner Invites your cordlal cooperation in
pariently overcoming the difficulties of the present moment.

I have & Ce
Wilfred Collet.
Secretary.

o — _ - J



S.S."ARCHER" 1IN GILBE:TS.

sec., to H.C. to Henderson & Macfarlane, 16.8.93: I am directed
by the Governor to address you with respect to your steamship

" psrcher" calling at this port, Suva, on her voyages from Sydney to
and from the Ellice, Gilbert and other islends.

2, This matter has already been the subject of previous
concsideration and H.E. will be gled if it could not assume a more
tengible form,

3, During his recent vosyesge to the Gilberts H.E. had an
oprortunity of meeting VMr. Hird and Captain Henry, but of course,
in the absence of instructions end authority from you nothing could
be discussed beyond generalities.

4, It is understood thet the "Archier" mekes three or four
trips a year to the Gilberts, touching at the Ellice Group en route,

and sometimes even going so fer as the Union Group.
‘ 5. In the ordinary course of such voyages the ship must pass
very close to Fiji. In some cases indeed making an actual detour
in order to avoid it. It would therefore not be much out of her way
if she called at Fiji on her way to the north, returning to it on
her passage southward.

6. In the event of the "Archer" coming to Fiji there is no
reason why your firm should not also resume trading at Rotumah, with
which islend there is very little connection with the outside world,
and where there is every reason to suppose jyou might do a profitable
business.,

7. As regards this part of the question I am to say that the
H.C., 88 Goverror of Fiji, would meke arrangements by which you
would be relieved from eny difficulties in connection with the pay-
ment of cusioms duties leviesble in respect of that island. The
island you are aware exports a&bout 600 tons of copra annually.

8. The H.C. has not yet positively decicded in what part of the
Gilbert Islands the permenent office of the R.C. will be fixed, but
ne ineclines to think thet the islend of Apamama, which is accessible
to vessels of considereble depth of water, offers many advantages,
not the least being its central position. |

9. In the event of this opinion being given effect to, the
H.C. would propose to you that after leesving the Ellice Group, the
v prcher'" should at le: st once & year, and by previous arrangement
with the Commander of the ship, proceed direct 1o Apamama, embark
the Commissioner and then return to Arorai, when the Comm ssioner
would probably be able to work north as the ship proceeded north
from place to place upon its ordinary operetions. But of course this
is & point with which it is difficult to deal without actugl exper-
jence, so that in the first instance the rroject can only he
regerded es a tentative one. On reaching Apamama the Comm, micht
thereafter proceed northward to Buteritari end there remain un%il at
1eest the following voysge of the "prcher", settline
may be referred to him, the sever Q
connection with thet island.

sy So far as they
el metters of pressing urgency in
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S.S. "ARCHER" IN GILBERTS (Contd.)

10. During this stay st Butaritari the Commissioner will be
acquiring information sbout the Group, and will be betier avle to
confer with the H.C. upon the administration generelly of the
Frotectorate.

11. The H.C. therefore would suggest that you should instruct the
commander of the "Archer" to touch at this port uron his next woyage
to the islasnds and that he, or Mr. Hird, or both of them, should be
authorised to discuss on ,our behalf the whole question with the H.C., |
stating particularly what expense will be likely to be incurred in
respect of the extra steaming of the "Archer", should the present ten- |
tative scheme commend itself to you.

1l2. In any case, the Res.Com. will be in Suva, on and after the
1st of October next in order that he may at least proceed to
Butaritari in your steamer.

13, T am to add that in consideration of your entering into an
agreement to carry Government Mails between this Colony snd the
Protectorate, you will be exempt from all Pilot, Light and Harbour
dues in this Colony, and that you will be equally exempt from such
dues in respect of the "Archer" calling here in or about October,
next, for the purpose of enahling the H.C. to discuss these matters
with your representative.,

14. I am to ask that you will favour me with a reply to this
letter in so far as it relastes to the calling of the steesmer on her
next voyage to the north, at your earliest convenience.

I have &c.

Wilfred Collet.
Secretary.
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First Mention of the Puritans.

I have in my posession a detailed
account of the temper of parties in Eng-
land, drawn up in the year 1585, three
years before the Armada came. The
writer was a distinguished Jesuit. The
account itself was prepared for the use
of the Pope and ‘Philip, with a special
view to the reception which an invading
force would meet with, and it goes into
great detail. The people of the towns
—London, Bristol, etc.—were, he says,
generally heretics. The peers, the
gentry, their tenants, and peasantry,
who formed the immense majority of the
population, were almost universally
Catholics. But this writer distinguishes
properly among Catholics. There were
the ardent, impassioned Catholics, ready
to be confessors and martyrs, ready to
rebel at the first opportunity, who had
renounced their allegiance, who desired
to overthrow Llizabeth and put the
Queen of Scots in her place. The
number of these, he says, was daily
increasing, owing to the exertions of the
seminary priests; and plots, he boasts,
were being continually formed by them
to murder the Queen. There were
Catholics of another sort, who were papal
at heart, but went with the times to save
their property, who looked forward to a
change in the natural order of things,
but would not stir of themselves till an
invading army actually appeared. But
all alike, he insists, were eager for a
revolution.  Let the Prince of Parma
come, and they would all join him ; and
together these two classes of Catholics
made three-fourths of the nation.

“The only party” he says (and this
is really noticeable), “the only party that
would hght to death for the Queen, the
only real friends she had, were the
Puritans (it is the first mention of the
name which I have found); the Puritans
of London, the Puritans of the sea
towns.” ‘These, he admits, were dan-
gerous, desperate, determined men. The
numbers of them, however, were prov-
identially small.

The date of this document is, as |
said, 1585, and I believe it generally
accurate.  The only mistake is that
among the Anglican Catholics there were
a few to whom their country was as dear
as thelr creed—a few who were beginning
to see that under the Act of Uniformit,
Catholic doctrine might be taught and
Catholic ritual practised ; who adherell
to the old forms of religion, but did not
believe that obedience to the Pope was
a necessary part of them. One of these
was Lord Howard of Effingham, whom
the Queen placed in his high command
to secure the wavering fidelity of the
peers and country gentlemen.  But the

force, the fire, the enthusiasm came (as
the Jesuit saw) from the Puritans, from
men of the same convictions as the Cal-
vinists of Holland and Rochelle; “men
who, driven from the land, took to the
ocean as their natural home, and nursed
the Reformation in an ocean cradle.—
¥F. A. Froude in Longman’s.

Enlisting Japanese for Guatemala,

Captain Walter H. Ferguson has been
in Honolulu for several weeks past, en-
gaging Japaneselaborers to go undercon-
tract to work on coffee plantations in
Guatemala. He has secured about 150,
whom he proposes to forward as an ad-
vance party.

Captain Ferguson may be remember-
ed as the party who last year secured a
shipful of laborers from the Gilbert Isl-
ands, and conveyed them to Guatemala
on the steamer Montserrat. ‘There was
no complaint of fraud in securing the
laborers, which was done under the ob-
servation of a British war-ship. They
appear also to have been very well treat-
ed on the voyage. It is alleged that
there has been great mortality among
them on the plantations in Guatemala.
Of the truth of this we know nothing,

The Japanese Consul and other au-
thorities here are greatly opposed to their
countrymen going to Guatemala, with
which country Japan has no treaty to
secure them against ill-usage. One An-
tone Cloys and others have written to
the papers denouncing the ill-treatment
and hard fare of contract laborers there,
Professor W. T, Brigham who is a high
authority, also gives unfavorable testi-
mony. The general character of both
social and political conditions in Central
Amgric:a gi\«'_::s strong  presumption
agamst security and protection being
well assured by law to contract laborers
from foreign lands. They are a clasg
casi‘ly oppressed and needing strong ang
upright rulers and magistrates to secure
their rights.

Captain IFerguson has caused Antone
Cloys to be prosecuted for criminal libel
as _\\'rll as the editor of the paper in’
which Cloys’™ statement appeared,
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SWAYNE: DEPARTURE FOR GILBERTS

HC to SS No.57 of 20,11.93.

"Mr Swayne is accompanied by a Fijian (native) Sergeant of Police,
whe will receive a salary of £15 a year, and alsoc by another
Fijian who has resided for some four years in the Gilbert Group,
and who speaks good English. This native will be employed as

an interpreter and will receive salary at the rate of £18 a year.
For some little time Mr Swayne will be accompanied by Tekiatoa and
Tamamau, the two Gilbert Islanders referred to in my despatch
No.28 of the 2nd September. They have, I think, acquired much
useful knowledge during their visit, and may possibly be retained
permanently en the staffe. ‘

6o I have thought it advisable that Mr Swayne should buy provis-
lons here for rationing his constables, as the mative foed
obtainable in the Gilberts would not be suitable for Fijians,

and other food would cest more (when obtainable) in the Gilbert
Group than in Fiji.

7. I have also supplied Mr Swayne with a small amount of office
furniture and stationery., A portlon of the latter has been
supplied from High Commissien stock and so far as is not required
exclusively for Court work I propose to debit the Protectorate
with the cosé, and credit the High Commission account."
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REPORT ON GILBERTS: 1893

RC to HC, 21.12.93: All Gilberts S of Line in similar state to
Ellice, i1.e. little copra and trade dull. -

No attempt anywhere to psy the 2/- native tax. But rain will change
everything and release large quantities of nuts stored against faminee.

Collected native laws in force and as instructed witl have Corrie
tiranslate and send to HC.

Onotoa Told people that if they could not get money they shd collect
copra at the rate of 50 1bs per tsxpayer. '

- Kaubure want licts per 1b whereas trade pride is 1 1/4 - told them
they cld sell where they liked but ho trader gave 1% cts.

Complaints that Samoan Missionaries inflicted fines. Defined duties
of Kaupull & missionaries and admonished teachers. Catholic
enquired whether Cath would be exempt from tax. ‘

Noticed large deposits of apparently pure carbonate of lime - shd
be of commercial value. Acres of nuts killed by sune.

Nikunau went to church - 150, all badly or scantily dressed.
Women all wore ridiculous bonnets decked out with paper and ribbonsg
of the most gaudy colours

Kau conslder only effective punishment to be deprivation of land.
Cath spoke in opposition to Kau saying that he was instructed that
he had to keep four laws only.

Throughout group informed foreigners that while they were under
English legi#lation they must not Interfere with native authorities
but confine themselves to their legitimate business.

Beru Natives had repeatedly stolen or damaged beacons erected
by 'Archer!', Instructed to put up 6 substantial beacons of coconut

logse

91 engaged at Fanning - 3 years term had expired. Many other labour
away and more ready to go. Bokaboka used for food - said that no
cenoe taking 1t to Nanouti ever reached that island.

Nonouti Woman convicted of murder and sentenced to death by Kau.-
On suggestlon Keu reduced to menslsughter and sentenced her tq
1ife imprisonment on Butaritari. '

Tabiteuea Keu gave me unusually hesrty reception. Ordered to stop
working women with chlldren on roads.

bemama No Buropean traders - less drought - large amt of copra
%r{ﬁﬁaﬁ'by High Cjeif's Agent - few debts to trading vessels.




Town shows more labour expended and is cleaner than anf place to
S in Gilberts. Almost entire absence of children betokens rapid
decadence. ¢

Maiana No of Tarawa natives here who apparently did no work but
consumed much food. High Chief directed to send them home, when
weether moderated. Native debts said to be 200 tons.

High Chief and Kaubure strongly in favour of continuation of local
law punishing adultery by deprivation of land. Land also taken
away for theft. i

Tarawa In maniaba meeting High Chéef seemed slightly under
influence alchol said to be sour toddy. Tem Matang and his 2

uncles Tem Tekanaiti and Tem Beru are ruling powers. 2nd has
greatest influence.

Not many years ago a German man of war deported all the leading
chiefs to the Marshall Islands for a term and finally made Tem
Matang the peesent High Chief's father the ruling authority.

During last war debt of $9,000 incurred for arms and ammunision.
Many thousands of cartridges were blazed away and some 7 men killed.
The late King TemMatang being shot in his sleep terminated hos-
tilities. Guns collected and handed in. s

Marakel Looked best of all - traders in better houses and trade
better - traders paid poll tax and license in advance.

Gert. Sanderger trader had land taken away because son married a
younger sister - restored and subsitiuted $20 fine,

Measles introduced by 'Morniﬁg Star' 1891 - 79 deaths.

Another younger sister came alleging forbidden to marry except to
her eldest sister's husband and requested permission. "T was
unwillingly obliged to refer her to the .local authorities to whom

I suggested a careful consideration of the custom of marriage.

Land tenure 1s of course the Yg¥ root and the difficul&y where land
18 so limited."

Abaiang Chief Kaia seems to have his people well in hand and to
be respected both by foreigners and natives. Probably best native
govt. in Group.

Butaritari arrd 7th Dec and after some diff procured quarters in
the house lately occupled by Mr Tuckfeldt
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DISTURBANCE ON MARAKET

J.G. Hitchfield A.M. Hitchfield
Hitchfield Bros.
Commission Merchants, etc.

laraki,
Gilbert Islands, Decr 25th 1893,

Hon C.R, Swain,'

Dear Sir,

This also on behalf of the traders of Maraki, to acquaint
you of an uprising which broke out here shortly after you left
the Island, on a/c of a certain faction not wishing to comply
with your new laws.

The bitterest feelings exist, and the Island is almost strippeq
of cocoanuts ang popoi. '

30 far the Rebels have elght dead and several badly wounded,
whilst the Royalists have lost but one man.

The Rebels have been cornered, and ordered into their canoes,
which would mean death to nearly all, as their cances are not
fit to go to sea. If they stop on the Is. it would be the same
by & slower process so it has been deemed advisable by the King
and the traders for me to take them away to Apieng, or Tarava
until peace is restored - the King and Councillors agreeing to
pay their passage, i

Respectfully,
Jno. G. Hitchfield.
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FRANCESCO VALLEIRO

From documents re administration of hls estate by C.R. Swayne,
dated 22.12.93,

B. Hird of Henderson & Macfarlane daid he left Beru about
August 1891 for Mexico or Guatemale on 'Tahitl' brig of San
Francisco, with Blanchard, also of Beru, and Charles Lowe,
from Arorail. .

None of them heard of since. Vessel reported lost about the
end of 1891. Seen floating bottom up on American coast.

He hed a trading station and a small lot of lend adjoining,
also a trading house at the town of Tapiang.

Pending settlement Hird has possession of house by d agreement
with Keupuli and keeps it clean and in repair. All his movable
trade placed by Kaupuli and teacher in locked room.

Ah Young was partner of Valleiro and looked after his business
when he left before for about three yearse.

Nicholas Hary Hansen in possession of house for He & M.

Locked room contained general trade: rusted hardware, toois, old
rifles and muskets and a sworde.
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SWA¥NE: TNAUGURATION

RC (Swayne) to HC, 28.12.93: Arr Makin Island 7.12.93.

Chief's son Nantiata, who seemed a quiet and fairly intelligent
man, appolinted Magistrate and another Scribe

Foreign residents anxious about extensive native debts. Informed
them that as DC could have no cognizance of debts incurred before
29,6093, but as Br. Res. would receive accounts and as far as
possible forward a settlement of any debts due. Large no of
claims received,

Jalult Gesellschaft has lodged papers intended to prove that the
system of glving eredit here was forced upon them through the
action of the American firm of Wightmen Bros taking liens on the
usufruct of native lands and so thresatening to monopollze the
whole business of the island. (Minute by Thurston: How long
since W. & Co appears in business? When did the 'clip' system
begin?  But after all what does it matter?).

By the mail am ford to Mr R.D. Corrie the Chief Interpreter the

Native Laws for translation. I hope they will reach Fiji by this
Steamer. _ '

: _
PﬂﬁMJ&k') Teklatoa brought on to Butaritari with wife with some difficulty

\ = & very useful man and I am much pleased with him - Uamau
dismissed as useless. :
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Missionary Herald, February 1894. Editorial paragraph,

e e s oo O

Our friends need give themselves no concern about the reports
cieved by way of San Francisco in regard to the rigour of British
in the Gilbert Islands or the restrictions put upon American trade

Great Britain annexed the Gilbert Islands more than a year ago and

have from reputable sources is that the British rule in the Gilbert T

is promotive of Quietness, temperance and good order.




GILBERT AND ELLICE TSLANDS: TAXATTON

HC to SS, No.6, of 17.2.94.

"I have the honour to enclose herewith copies of Agreements
entered into with the Chiefs of the 1slands of the Ellice Group
wlith regard to the jurisdiction of the High Commissioner's
Court, and to the levy of a local contribution for the maintemce
of the Protectorate.

2.  Like the Gilbert Group the islands of the Ellice Group have
been suffering from the effects of a prolonged drought, as well

as from the hurricane (a most unusual occurrence) of February

1893, and until the drought breaks - which £ in the ordinary

course of things should be before April next - i1t will be Impossible
to obtain much in the way of a contribution,

e Mr Swayne reports that the following contributions per man
have been offered,

Nukulaelae ‘1/=

Funafuti 1/- ;
Oaitupu -/6 pay in copra
Nukufetau  1/-

Nui 2/-

Nanomaga ~/6

Niutao -/6

Nanomea =/6

4o I am not sure, however, whether man does not mean "human
being", and not "apie bodied male". The former I find was the
meaning attached to it by the natives of Apamama when they
suggested & tax of 2/~ per man, Presuming the amount offereqd
to be per head of the population it would amount to about £120,
and this should be sufficlent at all events for the present,

5, When thig contribution is received I should propose that g
the accounts of the High Commission and of the Protectorste A
should be Seéparated in the manner indicated in my despatch No,29
of the 2nd September/ last respecting the accounts of the Gllbert
Group Protectorate, It will not be necessary for a Resident to
be established in the Ellice Group, which I propese should be
visited once a year by the Resident for the Gilbert Group., T
propose the Ellice Greup should pay the salary of the Resident
for the peried during which he is in the Group, and that it
should also bear a gmaij proportion of the cost of the mail service
from FP1ji, if one is arranged.

6o I am inclined to think that in the Ellice BLrEhY ag well as
the Gilbert Group it will be necessary from want of coin that
taxes should be paid in copra."
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GILBERT TISLANDS: TAXATION

HC to SS No.9 of 20.,2.94,
Announcing Swayne's arrival at Butaritari.

Most is, still suffering from drought "worse than when T visited
them in July last,." In some coconuts stored for food instead
of being made inte copra.

If no break ne revenue bar licences from traders and contributiong
from the 3 or 4 islands which have not suffered as much ags the
others. But after rain the islands recover with very great
rapidity.

"6s Mr Swayne informs me that owing to the scarcity of coin

in the group it will be impossible to obtain payment of taxes

in coin. He, therefore, propeses that each island should be
agsessed to pay a certain amount of copra, the amount to be paid ¥
to be dependent not altogether on the number of inhabltants,

but te some extent on the productiveness of the island. Until
this scheme can be.carried out Mr Swayne has arranged te accept
50 1bs. of copra as the equivalent of the 2/~ levy proposed,

2/- being the amount paid to the natives for 50 lbs. of copra

by the local traders, By collecting the tax cépra together

and selling 1t in large quantitiesdirect te the vga:els Ofdg?:1
larger firms a much hi er price, at present equa © an a o
of 75% can be obtained?h At this rate ﬂﬂ/ﬂdﬁiﬁiﬁﬂ/ﬁf/ﬂﬁﬁ/ a tax
of 50 1lbs. of copra for every able bodied man would bring inf

a return of £900, and Mr Swayne proposes that for the year 1895
the amount of the levy sheuld be increased, for the ordinary
years the natives can well afford te pay more."
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BUTARITARI DEBT ENQUIRY

sells his copra to them. Has debts back to 1884 - first took
a lien on crop in 1884 . when he took a clip he got & clip ang
other % went to whoever made the copra = it wsas Speculative

On Chong & Co - C. Wau Sau manager - headquarters Sydney - hag \
been trading in Butaritari for abt 20 years. Station first at the
island in the south bassage - after a little time shifteqd to present
place - station closed in 1887 because of a change in the firm ang
debts sold to Mr Rick (abt $2000 sold for £50).  Reopened Sept.,

1888, ; :

William McMillan nNaturalized American arrd 1885 from San Francisco .
as 2nd mate of the W.H. Stevang - had intention of settling here -
recd permission from King and settled at Cooma. Traded 1st for

A. Crawford & Co - then Grisnull Crawford & Co - then Jaluit
Gasellschaft (the 1aat 2 years),

RC to HC, 13.,3.,94: No desire on part of natives to repudliate debtg,
During énquiry natives frequently helped claimantgs by providing
particulars of gn account, "The relations between the Traders ang
the Natives ig very different to that which existed in Fi1j1 at the
,time of nnexation." g find traders treat natives with g consider-
ation which to Me was unexpected. Natives have neither meanness
nor subserviency. To a trader, and all foreigners, with the
exception of the Agents of the Catholic Mission are Oor have been
traders, a native is a client who will keep to him if he likes him
but will take his own and his FEYAEIGAL relatives business elsewhere
if he discovers that he is imposed upon,"

suspected him of tampering with his scales, so that his business
has fallen away to almost nothing. "There 1s no such thing as per.
sonal illtreatment of natives. Competition 1s very keen and aids
in maintaining the native rather in the position of patron of the
foreigner than hig client in businegs."

Claims allowed: Butaritari - $189563.19; Little Makin $4984.22; |
total %23937.41. Total claimed $32434.29. No of claims -~ 31293,

Firms trading in group cultivate practice of s sham independence

" in traders; i.e. instead of paying salaries to employeeg customary
on a trader taking charge of a station to give him a 1igt of native
debts and charging him with that smount and the Value of stoek and
buildings to bind him by agreement to sell 2ll copra received to hig
patron firm.

Word 'clip' signifies the cutting of a crop of coconuts - native tery
‘tiari'.
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Gllbertese, particularly on M prolific is of Little Makin, dont wait
for mature nuts to fall but cut bunches down -as soon as there is a
slight fading of the chlorophyl.. Every nut atall approximating ,
maturity slashed down to ripen on ground and head of coconut cleared ;
of refuse leaves, etc., On L.M. this system of forecing the palm !
into crop 1s carrieg to the extent of slashing down coconuts too |
small and immature to be of any use. Natives claim that they get

more nuts by this system and that leaving nuts to fall through
maturity injures the bearing power.

Apparently first persons to advance money on clips to be taken were
Hawallans living with ang trading with the local Boston Mission

Agent the Rev. Maka who came here in 1866. Clip system in return for
advances of money or goods pushed to extremes by Mr Rick who came

88 manager and pioneer for Wightman Bros. of San Francisco in 1880

or 1881. Mrs Rick, clever though badly educated, quickly acqmireg -
language and considerable influence with natives.

Appt of her husband as American Commercial Agent greatly increased
that influence which was directed to the robbery of the natives
through c¢lips, which on being collected paid them several hundred
or perhaps a thousangd % on advance made. Separate books kept of

clip transactionsg.

Prom date of settlement of first trader, a Chinaman, license fee of
$100 p.a. payable to Uea by all traders. It was therefore not
difficult to persusde authorities to pass a regulation prohibiting
a native in debt to one trader to take copra to another.

Perhaps greatest evi] was that natives learned to buy and sell clips
among themselves, Ridiculous laws passed for breach of which finesg

$30, $50 or $100 were inflicted and native unable to pay a portion of his lang
was taken by Uea, To save his land he usually got an advance of ﬁdﬁ
money on clips.

In Sept, 1890 local manager for On Chong & Co. and Haups Agenteur

den Jaluit Gesellschaft wrote to High Commissioner at Jaluilt re ‘
injury and injustice of c¢lip system pursued by Rick. HIGMS JE :
'Sperber' visited B in May 1891 and Uea and chiefs influenced to

sign regulation forbidding the mortgaging of land or Crops.

Clips ceased but system of keeping natives in debt continued, Mr
Rick not long after Adhd¥gd relieved of office of US Commercial Agent
on representations made by local traders to Washingteon and in

Sept 1891 he elther resigned or was relieved of the Managership of
Wightman Bros. business, The books of the firm were gdent to San
Francisco and chargeg of misappropriation of money are said to have
been made by Wightman Bros against Mr Rick,

"It 1s claimed that Mr Rick conducted the business of Wightman Bros
for his own personal profit/ in the taking ang manipulation of Glips,
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It seems to be beyond doubt that by means of clips and such-1like
disgulsed robbery lMr Rick made lerge sums of money. "

Mr John Wightman arr Butaritari 1894 while enquiry on.

Payment of debts placed in hands of local authorities to collect
copra and sell or deliver up at wholesale ra tes (1 3/4 cts per
1b) rather than each individual paying direct at retail rate

(1 1/4 cts per 1b.). Payment thus possible beocause Uea has right
to take nuts from all lands for any public or indeed I believe
private purpose.

Butaritarli and Little Makin Traders - 1894

P. Kannenguiser
F. Langemuissger
A. Wilson

On Chong & Co.
W. Broecher

B. Dolch

W. McMillan

G. Tuchfeldt

W. Murphy

JWe Kanoa.
Namerio
Wightman Bros.
Namattan

On board HIGMS 'Sperber' - Butaritari May 18th 1891.

Know all inhsbitants of Butaritari that I the King Bureimoa of
Butaritari after gue consideration, to prevent that the natives
of Butaritari shoulgd be made poor and penniless and deprived of
the income of theilr land ang crops have given and pubkished the
followlng regulation

ir
One and all natives of the islands of Butaritari are hereby forbidden
to mortgage their lang or a part of it, the crop or the crops for
a certaln or uncertain period of month, years etc. to any firm op
trader.

TR
If eny mortgage of the kind aforesaid should be taken from g native,
this mortgage shell be vold and null in whosehawever traders or
firms interest it should be made. :
18

This regulation shall come into force from thls day of the pub;‘L_’Lcaﬂ;10Il




Bureimoa Butaritari
Nam Buraka

An Tiribo
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John Wightman Jr. to Swayne, 10.3.94: Mr Rick left by 'Equator!
for SanFrancisco 26.,9.90 leaving wife in charge, intending to have
his salary increased, but tendered resignation on health grounds
on arrival, Graham engaged as Manager. "Almy' (Cept. Luttrell)
one of Wightman's vessels. '

Tuchfeldt to Swayne, 15.3.94: Petition to US Govt, Weshington, for
removal of Rick as US Commercial Agent was made up by Capt Luttrell
and sent on by him. It was signed by most of the residents.

F. Langemulsser: Sailor - naturalized American - arr March 1892
In "Almy' from San Francisco under agreement to Wightman Bros.
After month working on station took charge of Terimalake station.
No agreement - receives commission on sales - works under Dolch.
Had to give credit to get business.

Kanoa: Came to Gilberts 1865 ag minister - retired 1883 - receives
no pay but helps with mission work at times. On leaving mission
commenced trading. Do not know what capital T started with. Had
8 pleces land costing $349 paid in money, rice and biscuits -
bought these when minister. Sold one piece to Wightmans for $625
but still hold others. Lives on one piece of land wlth wooded
houses, store and dwelling house. Has traded for Wightmanse.

Owes On Chong $400 for $800 worth of goods purchased from Crawford
& Co on winding up - goods now in stock. Have rights to nuts on
31 pleces of land. x

G. Tuchfeldt: Agent for Jaluit Gesellschaft at Butaritari. Four
outstations. Buteritari made head station in March, 1893.

Mr Rick left Wightmans in 1892 - had been manager for 10 years.
Credit to natlives ceased on proc of Prot in 1892. Mr Rick was
for about nine months in 1892 manager for Crawford & Co at
Butaritari

A. Wilson: trading for Jal Gess - manager of Kiuoe station - cane
to 1s in 1889 Kieuve (?) fgf/ then only station of Co - Butaritari
station started after and still later became head station for firm
in groupe.

Before giving credit in 1890 stated case to firm in Jaluit. They
authorised me to give $1000 credit. Later wrote that opposition




& et

firms giving credit and it would be nest to suspend business for a
time. Firm thereupon authorised me to give out $2500 credit to

natives.
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GILBERT AFFAIRS L894

RC te HC, 21.3.94: Butaritari debt claims $32,434.29 and found to
be equitably due $23937.41. Will be collected without difficulty.

Difficulty of getting enough teachers. Not enough being traineg
at Training School of the Boston Mission at Kasaie. Gilbertese
seem either Indifferently instructed or else to revert easier than
Fijians or Tongans to hheathen practlces and gross immorality.

"The mission appears effete and unable to do the work it has taken
in hand." Rev A.C. Walkup the Supt and sole white representative in

group.
- Return of Exports from the Gilbert Islands
Protectorats in the year ending December, 1893
bhs.
By Copra s Shark Fins 1bs . Value
Henderson & Macfarlane 886460 4280 $15941.05
"Archer! 8§
On Chong & (Co. 900480 1500 ' $15908.4Q
Jaluit Gesellschaf+ 187416 L, . $3279.78
Butariteri ;
1 1]
'John Wesley! 1255313 1564 $22124,37
1 Fink? 203059  $3553.54
Wightman Bros, 738000 $12915,00
- R L
$73722.14 %

or
£14744.8.7.




Hawalian Missionaries in Gllibert Isiands January 1894

Name Comﬁissioned Island
Rev S.P. Kaala & wife 1886 Tabeteuaa
Rev ZeS.K. Pﬁaluhi & wife 1887 g
Rev. (?) Kasia & wife 1892 Apalang
Rev P. Mahihila & wife 1892 Maiana
Rev I Nua & wife 1892 Makin
Rev I. Teraol (Gilbertese) 1890 Tarawa

Catechigts = 7

Other Teachers - 9
Schools (irregular attendance of teachers) - 21

Kusaie Training School Boys seminary - 20
Girls " - 14

Above Information obtained from Walkup.
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GILBERT AFFATRS 1894

Swayne to Thurston, 30.5.94: Rain fallen ag fap South as Kuria.
but frequent andg heavy rains still needed to recover islands.

Walkup's report that Beruans were peduced to eating mug turns out
to refer to eating of 'bokaboka! by natives of s. end, ang this is
& common practice with them.

Collection of part of Native Tax from is s of Line is all that can
be expected during 1894,

Butaritari NG improving "The Native Magistrate does his work Justiy

and with intelligence., The Uea though walking with difficuléy setg

a good example to hig peoples He is always busy. I hope his present
mode of conducting his affairs may continue. It is not long since

he was a leader in war, drunkeness, and debauchery."

Great increase in Butaritari school attendance but not enough teachers
for village schools, ' ‘

Police too numerous on B but useless to reduce until Native Regulations |
have been in force some time., Pay small, "At present the people
have no respect for g policeman as a policeman and resistance 1s not
uncommon., " It takes many police to arrest drunk, as one drunk or
excited is indifferent to life, Sour toddy is curse of group and ag
it can be made ang drunk in secret without the slightest trouble it
will be difficult to prevent, i

.0!....0.'.’.5.




SWAYNE REPORT: 1894

|

|

RC to HC, 19.4.94: Archer reports drought not yet broken in Southern b

Tslands - under circs collection of tax due Dec last will be jmpolitic‘
in some 1s and perhaps impossible in others.

Iglands watching outcome of Marakei trouble - false impression which |
may have been formed thru delay will be quickly coprected on l
arrival gunboat HC has indicated 1s coming.

McCarthy, Br subject residing Tabiteuea died intestate. P
2 whalers called in Feb - one at Little Makin and one Tamana - la tter
American purchased 50 pigs for trade.

Delay in payment taxes Tab and Nonouti due 1ill feeling between
Kaubure of N & S ends - at Nonoutl some squabbling and several 1A
wounded - have not visited N end Non and S end Tab said to be the

troublesome districts, _

Maiana people said to be drinking sour toddy and Corrie complains
of their conduct.
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'Sperber! FINE ON BUTARITARI

Swayne to Thurston, 30.5.94: Brought up by Uea and several traders -
as far as justice is concerned unique but pre-Protectorate so can
do nothing.,

Tuckfeldt, local Agent of the Harept Agentur den Jaluit Gesellschaft
of Jaluit, arrd in March 1890 at Butaritari. While engaged in '
erection of buildings for station he rented a small 2-roomed cottage
in which he lived & did business. During his absence conduct of
business left to woman - his housekeeper Maia of Abaiang but long
resident in Marshalls.

He later found goods missing and goods given away by Maia - eclaimed
deficlency of $1000 in his trade. Claimed that greater part given by
Meia to natives of Little Makin then at Butaritari. Enquiries there
eliclited nothing,

T then made demand on Uea for return of $1000 worth of goods or that
g amt in money. -Matter reported to firm in Jaluit and shortly
afterwards HIGMS 'Sperber' arrd and enquiry held and Uea ordered to
pay $600 to Te. in good coin (English, American or German) or in local
currency (Mexican & Chilean coin) at rate of 62% cents to dollar.

After 2nd visit to 'Sperber' money paild by Uea.
T stated that all he knew was that Mala had told him that she had
given away his property. Maia bears bad character and can be

scarcely wondered that Uea still faills to see why he was ra de to
pay $975 to the German Agent here.
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CELEBRATION OF QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY

Swayne to Thurston, 5.6.94: first celebration 24.5.94 - entertainment
for foreigners and natives. = Regatta in morning, sports in afternocon
and fireworks in evening. Day will long be remembered by nativese

Number of foreign sailors ashore - spirits only obtainable from
the Committee, with happy result that not one case of drunkenesse.




REMOVAL TO ABATANG

HC to RC, No.1l5 of 6.6.94: since 'Archer' does not call at Butaritari
at present. for trade but only to land mail and 1t will therefore be
necessary to pay for deviation, possibly you could rent a house

at Abailang and set up h'qg there for a while. This wld also enable
you to devote more‘of your attention to other islands.
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BUTARITART KING: VISIT TO UNITED STATES

HC to S5S, No.28 of 16.7.94: The despatch is concerned with the
complaints of the Rev. E. Bontemps to the SS re Thurston's
behaviour during his vigit to Butaritari, but in 1t he mentions:-

"It 1s incorrect for the Reverend Father Bontamps to say, as he
does in the 5th paragraph of his letter to your Lordship, that
the so-called King of Makin was conveyed to San Francisco in the
Protestant Mission vessel, and that he was there gained over at
once to the American end Protestant cause, owing to the present
he received. As a matter of unquestionable fact, - and this
shows how little the Reverend E. Bontemps really knows of the
circumstances of the groupin which he has lived for seven years -
the so-called King of Makin was taken to San Francisco by the
American trading firm of Crawford and Company; who did not omit
to charge him gome thousands of dollars as the cost of his passage
and 'the presents' he received at San Francisco.

There can be no doubt, for all the circumstances are known to me,
that the American traders, whose head offices were at San Francisco,
dld endeavour to induce the so-called King of Makin to represent
himself as the King of the whole of the Gilbe rt Group, and they did
endeavour to represent him as desiring, in that capacity, the
Protection of the United States Government. But the Protestant
Mission had absolutely nothing whatever to do with this endeavour,
and there 1s no particular friendship exlsting between the American
trading companies and the American Missionaries; the former in
short accusing the latter of competing with them in business."

.O..B....'I..l.



CATHOLIC COMPLATINTS RE THURSTON

HC to S5, No.28 of 1l6.7:94: Thurston re complaints of Rev. E.
Bontemps. Hostility ‘between 2 missions injurious to natives
and dangerous to administration - 2 hostile camps.

He never preached, as alleged, 1n the American Mission Church at
Butaritari but investigated charge that Am Miss had been in the
hebit of fining natives 5/- or equiv in kind for non-attendance

at church on Sunday - natives and chlef asked that iImposition be
ended.

Natives explained that glad to go to church but that interminably
long sermons of the misslionarles so bored and tired that they could
not refrain from going to sleep. As an alternative they stayed
away and were then fined 5/- each. They declared, and the state-
ment was not denied, that they attended church from 8 o'cloeck in
the morning until 12.30 or 1 pm. They complained that thelr
clergy were not content with one sermon at g4¢¥ one service, but
that no sooner had nne man ended his sermon than another -began.
seeseln the end I exhorted the people to go to church, and the
Misslionaries to preach shorter sermons. As for the fine I pro-
hibited it altogether.

Next day vislted RC miss station & then held school examination
at the Prot miss church finding pupils sadly deficlent in the
most elementary knowledge, as compared with other mission estabs
that I have visited in other parts of the WgfId{ Pacific. Gave
best boy and girl % soverelgn each. :
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BUTARITART NEWS

e
Missionaxy Herald, July 1894. ZEditorial paragraph.

0
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The King of Butaritari is a zealous Christian, as is shown by

(=

fact which we referred last month, that he refused to allow any of
subjects to g0 to San FPrancisco to give exhibitions of the customs
mannerisms of heathernism. THe was probably more zealous than wise

n

recent enactment imposing a2 fine of five dollars for every absence

the

his

and

in a
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Church on the Sabbath., The end he sought could probably be secured in
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a better way than this, The new British Commissioner repealed this

and has made t':(-hr(‘;;',t_'j_(','_p] comm a,lﬂ(}’r‘y,
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sissionary Herald, November 1894
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*y Who it will be remembered, was formerly a missionary in

China now on his v Wi e BN ey L ; :
aina now on his way to Ruk, writes of his impressions received while the

.r"L' 5 o e o7 ) DR s Lot . . . i
==EL was stopping at Butaritari. First of =211 he speaks of the King's

Vhart o S e L N . — .
Wharf this wharf was build by the King himself - it extends about one

half mile into the lagoon,

raditahla —s %
creditable piece of work for s King of such a

is built of coral rock and altogether a vepy

On shore we found ourselves in a new world, the like of which we
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fad never seen, The King was away on business so that

pay our respects to him, but we passed by
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a. road through his dominious fifteen miles lonz. This King is really a
remarkable man for a Gilbert Tslander, he is a devoted and consistent
Christian and is doing what he can to give his people just and humane
laws and to elevate them to a higher plane of life. One of his laws

its fishing on Sunday or otherwise violating the sacred day, another

is against drinking the toddy after it has fermented or has an odour
strong enough to be detected on the breath, so that an islander may be
arrested if his breath smells of liguor. Another law forbids drinking
foreign liquors. Mr “alkup says the King is now framing a law against
divorce, he has put away 11 his concubines and is living with one wife
and trying to establish Christian homes, The home 1life here is greatly

effected by the warm climate, it is hard to cultivate the love of home

ma

wvnere it is too warm Tor people to cone close together. The home and
e F 5

patriotism are fostered in the snow.




FWAYNE'S REPORT: 1894

R.C. to Hellsiy (10« 79 of 7.8.,94: I have the honour to report as
follows for Your Excellency's information.
HMS "Ringdove" Lieut. Commander Gordon Bremer arrived at

Butaritari on the 20th June, with Your Excellency's despatches and
on Sunday the 24th June I left in her for Apaiau TIsland.

Before leaving Butaritari I held, by request, meetings of
the native chiefs and foreigners Residents - the latter being anxious
as to the payment of native debtse.
2. As I have already had the honour to inform you in my report
on the Native Debts of Makin the Uee 1s the person through whom the
debts are being paid. At the time T left Butaritari $3,000 of the
$23,000 debt had been extinguished. The effect of placing a tabu
on the disposal of copra, except for payment of proved debts was
gatlsfactory in this that many thousands of dollars were in course of
tprade worked into the hands of £irms who had formerly introduced this
coinage to their own profit. It is unlikely that natives will again
be willing to receive other than English coin from the traderse.
3o I gave the officials printed copies of the Native Regulations
received by HMS "Ringdove". These Regulations had I may say been in
use for some time and the Magistrate had made very fair progress in
knowledge of his duties. The Government of Makin is now in a
gatisfactory state.
s Reaching Apaiau on June 26th T remained on shore till the 28the.
Held meetings, introduced the Regulations, and dealt with a variety of
matters not necessary to report in detall. I enquired of the Marakei
refugees as to the csuse of the fight at Marakei. Selected the leading
men Matai, Namanuku, Tamannana and Taioro with thelr wives and
children for conveyance to Marakel in HMS "Ringdove" where I was
sinstructed by Your Excellency to deal with the authors of the disturb-
ance in December last year. Several cases against and between
Foreigners were dealt with.
B In the meeting a trader compdadined that owing to the tabu put
on tobacco buying in this islend, the people drank sour toddy. The
King and Kaubfiri indignantly refuted the imputation that they were
obliged by their religious teachers to tabu tobacco. The tabu was put
on as a sort of tax on luxuries by the Uea and Kauburi as owing to
drought, coconuts, with which tobacco is bought wewre scarce: -
The American Mission instructs the people that smoking is inconsistent
with a full profession of faith and I Know that the result is in some
i1slands that the people have taken largely to chewing tobacco and T
dare say lncreased drinking of the fermented toddy, the curse of the
1slands, has, as complained of by the local trader of Apaipau, been
the result of the tabu here.

Little rain has fallen here. The population of the island is
by census of December last 2,107.
Bo T arranged that a tax of £69 should be paid for 1894 by this
jslend and I received a portion of this sum and have pald it into the
High Commissioners accounte,
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SWAYNE'S REPORT: 1894 (contd)

Marakei.

7. Having embarked the men already named, at early dawn on the
28th,Marakei was reached the same evening. The arrival of HMS
"Ringdove" appeared to cause considerable excitement, the beach being
crowded with people.

I will have the honour to report in a separate despatch upon
the proceedings arising out of the war at Marakei.
Be As the result of enquiry and prosecution under 6rders in
Council 1893, the King and Kauburi were sentenced, the former an old
man, to deportation for two vears, and the latter to pay a fine of
£200. T subsequently dismissed the Kauburi and directed the people
to elect eleven new man, which was donee One of these, who is
perhaps rightfully the High Chief was selected Magistrate and as from
all accounts he was g reliable and strong man I approved the choice.
9, I gave them copies of the laws, answered all enquiries and
gave what instruction was possible in the time, as to the administratior
of justice. The Ghief town Rawanawi I found over run with dogs, some of
them dangerous to strangers. The local authorities promised to kill
them off and eat them.

There will not I think be any further distrubance here.
10 Application was made by a Captain Kesster of "John Wesley"
to be allowed to take a native woman to the Marshall Islands. T
refused the application as he had no permite.
1% It has hitherto been the custom here (on account of succession
to ownership of land) for the eldest gister of a family to be first
married and for the other sisters to be prohibited from marrying unless
the eldest sister died when one of them could marry the husband of the
sister deceased. This custom will be considered by the Kauburi and if
possible done away with,

The Native Tax for 1894 is arranged at £68:15:0. I collected
94 stand of arms of various kinds.

Tarawa.

124 Having arrived at Tarawa Island on the 1lst July a landing could
not be made owing to rough weather till the evening of the 2nd July.

On the 3rd and 4th July T held meetings and courts in the

Maniaba,

13, There were three complaints here by Foreigners of robbery or
damage done. TIn two cases dwelling houses had been entered and property
stolen. The Uea seems to be wanting in authority and to have 1littie
influence.

14, There were also g large number of cases of disputed title to
land as betwwen natives. These, as they often lead to bloodkked, were
settled by th? Kauburi ungder my direction.
15, The tax paid for 1893 was £26:2:0, considerably less than should
have been collected. As there is now a promise of inereased production
of copra through the rain the Kauburi agree to pay £98:0:0 for the year
iggg (ending July 1895) and T released them from furthep payment for

E6e A man Teutabane, well but warmly dresseqd

in B
complained that he could not pay any tax, not eveln uurogean clothes,

n one shilling.



SWAYNE'S REPORT: 1894,

appeared on enquiry that he was a man comparatively well off. Audac-
ious faleshood 1s much more common in the Gilberts and Ellice Groups
than in Fiji.
17 « The cases Termaitau v Meyer

Lodge v Kowara

Lodge v Tokora

Rogs Grant v Natilve
were dealt with in the Court.
18. The state of Tarawa Island is on the whole worse than that of
any island in the Gilberts. The towns are dirty and the Uea seems to
be gquite unfit for the position. I informed him and also the Kauburs
that unless there was an improvement a change of Native Officials would
be made.
19, Noone seems to trust the Uea and what is done in Government
matters 1s through his uncle Temtekimiti whom I appointed Magistrate.
20. The King of Apaiau claimed some land called Autabuka on this
island and as his claim was allowed as good and not opposed I
directed that he have possession.
21. There are about $3,000 native debts due to Foreigners according
to estimate made,
22, As soon as the rain has restored the bearing powers of the
nuts these debts can be paid with ease.
23 On leavfing on the 5th July Lieut. Comm. Bremer invited the
Uea and Kaubure to witness Some shot and shell practice which seemed
to impress them,

24. Maiana. On the 6th July I landed at Maiana Island and in
order to ssve time and coal of HMS "Ringdove" held a meeting at Mr.
Corries.

25, I gave the Uea and Kaubure the laws and confirmed Teru Peru
as Magistrate and Timaekal as Scribe.

26, The tax for 1894 was settled at £50.

27 o There had been a great deal of drunkenness lately on this

island and an attempt had been made to get possession of the arms in
Uea's possession.

28, A longer stay on this island would have been useful, but time
did not permit. Lieut. Comm. Bremer not wishing to draw fires in an
exposed &anchorage.

29, Abemama. Arrived at Abemama on the 8th July. The Uea of this
island had written me some time previous that a large boat of hig had
been stolen. I heard from Mr. Corrie that it had been found on the
reef at Malana and T had had 1t returned by the "Archer" §.S.

50, I had the honour, some time since, to send to you some corres-
pondence with Mr. Reist who complained that he was not allowed to
trade at Abemama. T was informed by the Kaubure that Mr. Reist ordered
them to build him a house and threatened them with punishment bv the
United States of America when they refused to receive him.

5l. The debts of the island are (excepting what 1s due to the S.S.
"Archer") $1857.00. The "Archer's" claim I could not ascertain as the
local super cargo was absent at Kuria Island.

32 Some rain had fallen here and the wells were less brackish
than when I visited the island in November 1893, .
33 On arrival at Entrance Island (Bilke) on the 7th I landed with

Comm. Bremer and Lieut. Willis and examined the island with a view to
its possible use for sboring coal. Owing to the current running strong
e L EEE———— - a e R ——
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SWAYNE'S REPORT: 1894 (contd.)

in the anchorage and the long shore reef coal could not be as conven-
jently stored here as at several other places.

34, The 1sland of Abemama is in good order. I gave them the Native
Regulations. Tem Tekanaiti was appointed Magistrate. A scribe and
some policemen were also appointed. The Native Tax for Abemama was
gettled at £55:10:0 for 1894.

e The roads on this 1sland are
to improve them at once.

360 I impressed on the young Uea
to his lessons. He is a very clever
beyond the control of his relations.
7 On July 13th the "Ringdove" reached Nanouti Island. This is
one of the islands requiring more than ordinary attention and I was
able to remain on the island till the 17th. The Government 1is by
Gouncillors. I found that the nine towns returned 181 Counclllors and
that the Council spent most of their time in quarrelling.

38. In induced them to reduce the island Council to thirty-four
members who were elected and installed as the Government of Nanoutie.

A Magistrate and Scribe were also appointed. The Native
Regulations were read and explained and the scribe and Magistrate
instructed in their duties.

39, The chief town being some ten miles from the anchorage and
there being a difficulty as to the boats working in the fresh breeze
then blowing I had the people collected to Te Motu the town near the |
anchorage. s |
40 The chief men of esch town brought the- tax (1893) to the meetinge.
The total amount was %191.57%. Phe Council agree to colle ct a sum

of $455 in English coin as tax for 1894.

not good. The Kaubure undertook

Paul that he must pay attention
boy but even now seems to be

41, The Council desired to kill off the dogs of which there are
numbers on thls island but feared the anger of the ownerse
42, In all the i1slands south of the Line where the Government 1is

democratic it is most difficult to get men to assume authority or do
any act displessing to their fellows. I directed that all the useless
dogs should be killed and eaten by the people on the following day.
43. Many of the natives on this island are Catholics and there is
apparently a strong feeling of dlslike if not enmity between the
adherents of the Catholic Mission and those of the Boston Mission. I
was occupiled nearly the whole forenoon with matters arising out of
religious differences.

44, The Catholic Mission gives free education and take no annual
subseriptions. The Kaupull desired that the Boston Mission Schools
‘'should also be free. I explained the positlon to the Kaupulil pointing
out that both lMlssions were supported by the charitable contributions
of foreigners and that the least they could do was to give a few
coconuts monthly to the teacher of the schoole If the Catholic Mission
would not take contributions the people were so much the more jindebted
to them.

45 T found that each town had a sum of money , fines infliCted 30
far back as 1884 and carefully preserved since. The total amount of
$307.50., I recommended them to devote it at once to some public
purpose. Most of the money is I believe Chilian coin.
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46 I was able to arrange with the traders on the island that
they would in futtire pay in English coin and Mr. Brechenfelt will
t111 December 1894 receive dollars from the natives in payment for
oods.
%7. On Saturday July 21st HMS "Ringdove" anchored at Nukufetau
Island. Here I found a letter left by the S.S5. "Archer's" Supercargo
stating that the coal, some eighteen tons might be taken at £2:15:0
per ton. Lieut. Comm. Bremer decided to take the coal which turned
out to be only thirteen tons of very poor coal.
48. The population of this island in 1864 was 250. It is now 270.
The production of copra could be trebled if the people would only
thin out the groves of coconuts and cut down the scrube.
49, I examined fone of the islands in the lagoon and found them
all equally good. The people are very dirty and very lazy. They were
suffering from influenza at the time of my visit. Tokolau ring worm
is common. The houses are small and badly built. I Instructed the
Tupu and the Councillors to build better houses and keep the town
cleane.
; 50, A quantity of good fish were stranded on July 22nd but because
; i1t was a Sunday the natives feared to pick them up and utilize them.
' I got a few people together and after some hesitation and my assurance
that they would not be fined they carried them up to the Mission House
where I had them divided out to the principak men.
| 51. The tax for 1894 is arranged to be £20. ‘
| 52, The contributions of these people to their Samoan teacher and f
to the London Missionary Soclety varies between $150 and $200 annually.
They also feed the teacher and work for hime.
53, On the 24th July HMS "Ringdove" sailed for Nukuleilei which we
reached on the 25th in the evening. The grester part of the 26th inst.
was occupied in enquiring into a number of complaints laid against C.
| Barnard a West Indian native resident here.
| 54. I think that some of the complaints laid against this man who |
| is married to a woman of the island and has a family, arise from |
| jealousy of Barnard's occasional employment as interpreter. A case of |
| larceny of coconuts could not be gone into as the witnesses were away |
| at Funafuti.
55 I left Toni Amosi police Sergeant on this island and upon my
return I will again enguire into the differences between C. Barnard and
the native authorities of the islande.

56 On the 4th August I had the honour to report to Your Excellency
at Juva.
57 e The drought throughout the Gilberts is broken. On the way down

from Butaritari I experienced rain at every island but I need scarcely
mention that it will be many months before this rainfall appreciably
affects the trade of the islands. |
I have %c@
CsRo Swayne
British Resident, Gilberts.



TENT AT 20N OF MARAKET; DEFQRTAT IOV OF

R:C. to H.Ce20f.10.8.94: T have the honour to report to Your
Excellency the deportation of Tentatoon, High Chief of Mareakei
for the term of two years.

T enclose fpw your Excellency's information a copy of an
enquiry I bBeld on arrival at varakei and also a copy of the evidence
in the case Regina v. Tentatoon and others.

2. Tt appeered that enmity had existed for some time between
the eastern and western people of this islend. Pour or five years
ago there was fighting between the parties.

%, The Gowt. of the island has not been for any length of time
of the present form.

4. Tentatoon is spoken of by the people as having been first
put in power b, the late Hawaiian lMissionary and as having .een
confirmed when the flag was hoisted at his house by Capt. EH.!T.
pavis of HeM.S."Royalist™ in 1892.

5. Your BExcellency will notice that all or nesrly all the
renburi under Tentatoon belonged to his town of Rawnawi,

6. The Fanburi now elected are representative of the whole
island end I have every expectation that the government will work
better than it hes done. The chief Tamaiti at present Chief of the
Keuburi and Native Megistrete is the neyrhew of Tentatoon and should
ne conduct himself well should I think be made Uea of the Island.

7. The cause of the trouble between the people of Rawanawi
(Tentatoon) and Taramainiku (l'ataio) is I have no doubt the
partiality shown by the Kauburi in all c&ses in which people of
Taramainiku &d Rawanawi head differericese.

8. There seems t0 be little doubt thet Tarameiniku people
we:re punished with greater severity and more frequently than those
of Rawenawi.

9. In sentencing Tentatoon who is an o0ld man, to deportation
I took into considerstion that from the islands of Vaisna, Tarawa
and Apaiau, I had information thet the people were eanxiously watching
whet punishment would be inflicted on the Tee and peorle of lfarakei,

10. Both the Faiesna end Terawa people commenced drinking
sour toddy end Wr. Corrie informed me that en attempt had been made
to getl possession of the arms in the Uea's possession.

11, The knowledre thet the Uea of Merakel was & prisoner
on board HMS "Ringdove" had as we touched et other islends a very
gsatisfectory effect.

12, I heve reason to believe that the siX men killed in the
fight were not all shot dead at the first discharge. I had reliable
informetion that the wounded were killed and rutilated in a horrid
menner. No evidence of this could be gol from the Vainineku people
as they at once ran when fired on and the Rawanawi people would not
of course criminatcs themselvese.

f Bave Zc.
CeReSwayne,
British Resicdent, Gilberts.




TAX: PAYMENT OF GILBERT

ReCe to H.Cs, 10.8.94: T have the honour to acknowledge the
receipt of your despatch No. 14 on the 20th June last.
Lie Since I had the honour to report to Your Excellency
proposing that the native tax of the Gilbert islands be levied
in copra I have had the opportunity of learing much of the way
in which trade is carried on in the Group and for many reasons
I think that it will be best to continue for some time at least
the collection of the tax in MONEeY o

¥Yhe collection of the tax in kind would at present
require an amount of supervision which cannot be given to it., T
find also that the natives are strongly in favour of individual
payment of tax in money.,

In the month of June at Butaritarl I found that I could
not obtain a higher offer than 11 cts. for copra taxes if delivered

Messrs. Henderson & Macfarlane; Wightman Jalmnit Gesell-
schaft all offereq 13 ¢t per 1b for tax copra.

Under the circumstances I have directed the payment
of this tax now due in English coin and T would say that almost
every trader is now provided with english coin with which to
purchase copra,

T have &c.

C.R. Swayne
British Resident, Gilberts.



TRADING: DEFINITION OF

ReCe to HeCo, 13.8.94: In addition to the améndments in the
Gilbert Regulation which I have had the honour to submit for
your consideration, I would propose that there be a clause

defining trading as applied to vessels.
The landing of goods om merchandize and/or the
shipping of 1sland produce might be considered as trading.
The vessels running in the Group are all engaged
in trading directly or indirectly with the natives.

e e e S e

I have &ce.

C.R. Swayne, British Resident, Gilbert Group.




REVOLVERS FOR POLICE: GILBERTS

ReCor ol HelClo'y. 13.8:943 I have the honour to apply for
an advance of the sum of Thirty pounds with which to
purchase revolvers fro the police and other articles which
Your Excellency has already approved of as being requisite.

C.Re Swayne
British Resident.

Gilbert Group.



SILVER FROM GILBERTS

Sec to HC to Manager BNZ, Suva, 5.9.94: HC has reca following
silver coins from Gilberts -

Mexican and South American dollars $366.75
K Spanish dollars $5.25
Rupees 10

Hesse 1 pfund piece / equal in weight to about a florin

Please get Auckland or Sydney to realize. Possibly they are
not worth more than the value of the silver for melting downe.

® ® 08 00 &0 00 @0 00 0



KANNENGIESSER: MURDER AT BUTARITARI

e

Tmperial Commissioner at Jaluit to Count £¥ Caprivi of 7.10.94.

P.V.G. Kannengiesser, former cept of merchant ship and latterly
trader of Jaluit Co. in Gilberts murdered by 3 cuts of swords
by Butaritari pelice.

Born 25.2.55 at Spanday son of burgomaster of Brandenburg. Resided
B. since 25.2.55 = quiet & harmless. Swayne absent.

"In view of the savagery and brutality for which the Gilbert
Islanders are notorious, throughout the South Sea, a speedy and
exemplary punishment was much te be desired especially as the
murderers who are not properly guarded and who communicate with
the puter world through their relations have threatened to murder
more whites as they are sure to be executed.

Jaluit Co. ask that Chief may if necessary be called upon to pay
£ill compensation. But CO reply that "the custom of exacting
compensation in .respect of a murder, in saddition to punishing

the murderers, is very rare in countries administered by this
Department which have been brought under a system of regular law

eeoo in any case it would have to be shown that the tribe or chief
was responsible for the murder or had tried to shield the murderers.”

e 9o 000080
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HC to SS No.16 of 6.3.95 Murderer, Na

09695, - n Taunebo, found gullty i
Fijiiand sentenced to death. Chief of Butaritari had arresteg :
him :mediately and information against him was laild by the Chief's
eldest son (the principal person in the local native executive

under the Chief). Accused native of Abaisng - o
at Butaritari but long dismissed. g nce a policeman

OCeeovcoooe

RC to HC, No.5 of 23.1.95: Deceased was a

’ 953 sub<=agent
Gesellschaft (Mr Tuehfeldt, agent). Had been mastegfoghz giigizg
vpssel belonging to German co in Marshalls, Sald to have had more
then one woman of Okiangs (Ukiangiang?) village living with him.



MARAKETI : TROUBLE ON

HC to SS, N0.39 of 5.9.94: Investigated by Swayne.

People of Taramainiku dissatisfied with local Govt, believing
worse treated than those of district where Uea Tentatoon lived.

Ivo constitution of Kaubure reported by Swayne probably coreecte.
Several Taramainiki people sentenced tow ork on reef in passage
into lagoon - refused - Uea declded to use force - both sides
armed. Uea deceived Davig and Thurston re no of guns remaining in
his possession. i

Tentatoon deported, with one servant, to Gau, where Ratu Sakiusa
1/c Lemaiviti will see to housing and feeding in return for
peyment to Gau people by natives of Marakei.

In doubt whether matter, ivo to Marakei having submitted to
jurisdiction of HC's Court, Tentatoon were triable for making
ware But it appears that matter was a pollitical one was a
political one which Resident was justified in dealing with as

éﬁﬂgﬁ#/ﬁf/ﬁﬂﬂ#ﬁ Act of State. Fines to be-collected from various
aubure.

o ®o@e 6000 ¢ 000000

RC to HC, 26.1.95: Marakel people sending quantity of Kabubu
(prepared pandenus) to Tantatoon, late Uea. Freight paid -
have requested it be handed to Govt Storekeeper pending instr-
uctions. ?



ST

He had no arms - home small - native neighb
conversant with all his ways. gnbours thoroughly

* He confined himself to his own business 7 s
pent much ti
generally at night, collecting stones from the sea coas%e,to
build a high wall round station. _ fathoms of wall, 5 feet wide
at base & 6 feet high had been completed.
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GILBERT ISLANDS: TAXATION:; AND HEADQUARTERS

HC to SS, No.48 of 18.12.94: Swayne reports great difficulty in
organizing system of payment of taxes in copra, and local merchants
have tendered prices very little exceedlng those obtainable by the
natives on the sale of small lots. For the present, therefore,
taxes will be ‘paid in coin.

I have left to S's discretion question of removing office from
Butaritari. He will do so if he .cah.find decent quarters else-
where, which is doubtful.

HC to SS, No.57 of 16,12.95: I have entered into contract  with Mr
James McGrath for erection on Betio of Resldent's residence, Court
House, small gaol & 2 small houses for Interpreter & Constables.
Contract price £890,

When Clerk is apptd one of constable's houses can be made available
for him to live in, with slight additions. Other bulldings can
be of native materials.

Surplus of about £400 expected at end of year, from both Prots.

£30 rent for Betio land, about 100 acres, with coconuts and pandanus
and suitable for growing babai. Shd therefore in course of time
become self-supporting.

@ 00 o e @ oo 005 8 0900 0



3%

in and the pot placed on top of a fire. For e men,

ilk is added before heating. But for th women, it is
poured on after it is cooked. They use only ehe or two coconuts,
or just one 1f, using a shell to scrape th
then be squeezdd by the hands, adding some-€eawater to make it
salty and tasty.\_The husband never eat together with hisg
wife and daughters,
is set in a bowl, i fobdd is placed in the empty
halves of a coconut, wi aves from the cooking pot, with
some juice. They sometime i

cups) to some related fami
to be repaid in the near
like fish, or food ha
they eat. When the ish or pigs, they dry them,

then store them
The children a i i\ foods, such as turtles, i
but these pr i i i as they see how our I
children i with pastors have i
disapproval.

[roure

but such a practice is expected |
They dislike any raw things

IEMA TO SEC. SDC JUNE 1895  f,,,. Sveu Samoa Gt iBqs: i4y

(October 1895:147) : :
—r:l-ﬂ_‘)\_“j_ a‘/ ')\.ga‘tse Li’ig [‘l@es(s, a Mo 1933)
After the visit of Mr Newell and Miss Moore, we initiated a new
method of dividing the working year into four barts. This idea
was very much appreciated by the young people, and it is done
right up to the present. Generally, the work is going well.
There are still many who attend services and children are still
keen on attending schools.

The major problem facing us is the Popish church. It is amazing
how many tricks their priests have to get people to attend their
services. Two priests visited us again in March. They persuaded SRR -
the people with goods such as clothing, money, tobacco and biscuits.
They gave so much of these things to the people, and not surprisingly,
some were won over to their teachings for material possessions.

If a person attends their service, his name and land is taken

down. They have also told the village 'Look at those Samoan pastors,
they have come out of their want of things, such as lands and other
material goods, from you. And so they have put you under bondage.

For it's untrue that a pastor should be fed by a village, on the
contrary, a pastor should provide his own food. Look at us, we

bring out own food, we have never asked you for any foodstuffs

or any other things unlike those Samoan pastors.' They have also

told the people that it is not necessary to give offerings or
donations to either the church or the pastors.

We have tried to explain the nature of Popish claims by explaining
the nature of church offerings and donations. Both of these

things are commanded by God. People must give offerings to Him.
'You must also give my servants their due pay for their work'. We
gave them biblical texts to support and su?stanFiate our arguments.
False pastors who are not God's servants will hide such things f;om
the people, and thus act dishonestly beforg God. Apd they QO tbls
because they are in fact against Jesus Christ and his teachings.
But true servants and pastors of God are willing to reveal the



totality of His word and will So that the people may understand i
the nature of the pastors! appointment, which is not to mislead
the people, but to tell them about Jesus and no more. |

The above words were well received and they aided many to realise

the truth. i

The Popish priests also abolished civil laws. These were the

laws: |
(a) eéveryone must go to Church }
(b) no one is allowed to fish during worship time
(c) no one is allowed to elope

These laws were well respected prior to the arrival of the priests,
but not so after they landed. This annoyed the chiefs, for they
formulated the laws to control the behaviour of the People. |

The British governor arrived in June 1895, The chiefs pleaded
with him for help and we missionaries also bresented a testimonia]
letter of Popish activities. As a result, the priests were given
specific instructions by the governor not to interfere with
village laws, but concentrate only on their work. The chiefs were
to control civil affairs. The governor said many harsh things to
the priest and the laws were again respected.

A priest also tried to bring rain by conducting services along
the village path, After three days of continuous service, there

It was brought about by a letter which we wrote and sent to the
pastors in Nikunau, informing them that the Popish priest was in
the habit of delivering various goods to members of our church; ;
and that he threatened to confiscate lands from their rightful

owners.

When some members of the Popish church in Nikunau learned of
the above, they left the Popish church and came back to us." ]
But those who remained were angry and came over to Beru Fo find
out the truth claiming that we made up the ébcve agcusaF;;ns;;h i |
And so they came with their minds made up tn;twwe gpoufc fe—:::fc
if the story is untryus, 0On arrival, they asked members oI chelr
told them that we were liars and that we should be

church who

Eined 1,000 coconuts. Wwe thought this.was unjust and subseg;:ntly
appealed to the chiefs for an examination of the <:ha:t:gt¢-_st.ad Thz
agreed to this. When everyone assembleg, we we?e §umgote &S
popish followers brought their white priest to intimi ;. 5 .I
i was chosen by my colleagues to represent our case. irst, .
told the chiefs everything the priest had done - the Presentation
by the priest of various goods to his church, the rol% book kept
for names and lands and the efforts to acquire people sllands )
forcibly. Suddenly the priest clapped his hands and gald to me
'untrue! wuntrue!'. I then asked him, 'Did you not give to |
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the people clothes, money, food and tobacco?' He answered 'no!'’
T then asked members of our congregation 'Did the priest give you
any of the things he denied?' They replied 'It is true, he gave
us all those things! The priest did not look up or at me. So

I asked him again 'Is it not true that you have taken down the
names of the people and their lands?' He said 'no!' But when
Tema asked the people, they replied 'yes'. I next turned to his
accusers from Nikunau and said 'Is it not true that you came here
to find out if what you heard about the behaviour of the priest
was true? Well, you have now heard, everything is true! Why
then should we be fined?' They all replied 'You are right, it is
all true!'

on 25 June, the Commissioner from Butaritari arrived and restored
order. He also gave instructions that children must attend
schools - the chiefs were to see that this was followed by the
parents. He further gave instructions about caring for us Samoan
pastors. This was precipitated by a comment from one of the
priests to the people, 'Why have you held on to these Samoan
pastors, send them home because they think they are kings, you
have slaved to feed and clothe them. Don't give them any more
food, tell them to go home, you must unite under the white pastor
who is recognised and well known in their church. But those
Samoan pastors came here and were not even recognised and well
known in thier home church.' Members of our church were very hurt,
and as a result, asked the Commissioner, 'Sir, what is to happen
to the Samoan pastors, for some people think that they are not
important, that they were not appointed and also that food should
be taken for them?' The Commissioner asked in turn 'Who said
that?' The people pointed to the priest and the Commissioner

said to him 'You have seen this flag, it is for the protection

of Samoan pastors by the authority of Queen victoria!' To the people
he said 'The same flag protects you. Now you must look after the
Samoan pastors well in our things, and give them a good salary

for you have been blessed very much as a result of their work.

You must love them, as they love you so much that they had to give
up their homes and country to come here and help you.'

LILOGO's REPORT OF HIS WORK IN ARORAE, 10 NOVEMBER 1895

(February 1896:32-33
Y ) Frem ‘Sugv Sanmoda Fee ig‘]é‘ -3

(1) No one was excommunicated.  Tramns Ay hohise (PR.D LRess arv 1g3:
/ ) 7

(2) Schools: It is amazing the enthusiasm the children of this
country have for learning, SO many want to learn and actually
attend classes. Our main problem is lack of teachers -
would the many bright people in Samoa think of our need.

Grade 6 — 46 pupils)
Grade 5 - 54 ¥y
Grade 4 - 94 )

194 This figure does not include
Grade 3 to infant class

(3) Famine: Still with us. But our loving God has been gracious
in that we have received some small amount of rain, thus ’
aiding the growth of our crops - coconuts, pandanus and
puraka.
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The heat in this country is incredible. No wonder they regard
Samoa as a cold place.

(4) Gifts: Our people gave some mats for the John Williams visit
last September to show their appreciation of the new missionary
ship.

(5) Population: approximately 430 including children and women.
Two old men died, plus two young girls and a boy.

(6) Location of school: The school is located at the centre of
the village - a total of five houses - one for school
purposes and four as living guarters for the boys. The girls
live with their families. The headmaster also lives off
campus. The school is guarded by security officers who are
also the prefects of the school.

This report is for the two villages of Lolesi and Famaloa on the
island of Arorae. On the eastern sice is Lolesi where pastor
Fipane is in charge. On the western side is Famaloa where I am
in charge. Between the two villages is the school cempus.

Both Lolesi and Famaloa have village councillors as well as one
magistrate each. The secretary for both magistrates lives in
Lolesi. Arorae is under British rule. A code of laws formulated
by the British Governor is observed here.

New communicant members in Famaloa — 7 men (married)
15 females (married)

Ekalesia membership: Lolesi - Men 67)
141
Women 74)
Famaloa -Men 57)
Women 86) .
Total 284
Membership Class: Lolesi - Men 30)
61
Women 31)
Famaloa -Men 6) 31
Women 25)
Total 92
Births Famaloa il
Lolesi 6

Gifts for the Missionary Ship: The people greatly appreciate
the newly launched Messenger of Peace, although they were sad
that they were not able to contribute much in terms of financial
assistance to its cost because of their poor economic state.

As a result, they felt that they will give the best thing they
have to show their appreciation. Thus 18 fine mats were given.

Some points about clothing: They are not used to keeping
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their houses or themselves clean. However, through the instructions
given by native pastors, there has been some change, both in

living conditions and (their) health. Now clothes are the
acceptable mode of public dress. They are not keen to wear good
clothes though. When they see someone wearing new or nice clothes,
they will tease that person with statements such as 'He is trying

to be a European' or 'He wants to look like the pastor!'’

It is usual for them to sleep in the clothes they worked in
during the day.

MATA'ESE TO SEC. SDC MILNE BAY, 1895

(April 1896:226)
Apoaiyna is the great god worshipped by this side of New Guinea,
even t® the many islands to the east. The story @#f the origin
of Apoakdha goes like this: he is a person of thé forest.
'A pregnagt woman went to the forest to gather Alowers, and a
flower fell on her head which killed her, but fer baby was
nevertheless\ born and lived. The child found a root of a certain
tree and sucked at it. When he grew up he gaw a skull lying
beside him andVge said to himself 'What is/this?' 'Why did 1
come to the forext?' Then he thought 'Pe haps this skull was
my mother'. He tuxned his attention to hasing the creatures
of the forest and slWgcceeded in catching many. He broke off
their heads and tried\to fit them to the size of the skull, but
none fitted, so he continued to sit afound. One day, he heard
noises of children playing in the neadrby river. He attacked and
killed one of them, cutting off the boy's head. The head fitted

the skull and he said to hiyself: /'This is indeed my mother.'’
'The village where the childken cgme from must be the village
who killed my mother.' So wheén We heard children's voices another

day, he once more attacked and ¥illed one of the children. And
he did this many times.

The leader of the village degided that everyone would hide around
the river, but the children/would go\in the water. Perhaps
Apoaina would come out and/then they would catch him. And this
was what they did. Apoaifia was caught.\ He tried to escape

back to the forest, but fhe people said to him 'Don't run away,
let us stay here, this is our village.' Apoaina stayed.

One day, he went along with the men on a fisking expedition.
When the boats arrivgd at the designated spot) the netslwere
thrown overboard and everyone dived over including Apoaina.

when they came up /for breath, no one had caught ®ny fish except
Apoaina. Everyope was amazed, for they knew he was a man of the
forest.

on another ddy, the people of the village said to him,\let us go
to the foreét to hunt for wild pigs. They took the net %o trap
pigs. Thg¢y spread the net, then went about chasing th? plyg
towards fhe net. But Apoaina caught every pig before it reached
the trapping net. Everyone was amazed.

v
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Missionary Herald, June 1895, p.239.

vessssaeres
Banaba or Ocean Island is a_way off to the east, but some two
vessels have visited it this last year buying their shark fins.
The Church work is steady, but school children must help to fish
or go hungry, thus the teacher has no regular school day, but a good
Sabbath school. We nétice one great change: not a canoe comes afier
us on the Sabbath as on former visits.
Nauru or Pleasent Island is under the German protectorate, and
last year the teachers were taken away at the request of the German
Commissioner. Now numerous letters come from Chiefs and people asking
for books and visits from the missionary's vessels. They are keeping up

o
their schools started by our teachers and they report 200 still

studying.,
I made & visit to Jaluit to interview the Commissioner in regard
to them. This new Commissioner has been told that the Chiefs hated the
teachers and thus they were sent away. When told that such was not the
case and when he saw the many letters to the teachers he promised to
visit the place himself if possible or to send to make an investigation.
He could not return the teachers without the Chiefs' consent, but books
might be sent to them at any time, T have sent them a box of Bibles
and they have the Word of Iife and are able to read if no teacher

is

permitted to return,

O
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GILBERT ISLANDS: PROCEEDINGS

R.C. (Swayne) to HC No.3 of 19.1.95: on all islands S of Abemsma
Chief Kaubure (or President of the Island Council) has been elected:
by Council and confirmed by me - tenure 2 years, as "in these tiny
republics the people are very jealous of any one of their number
assuming or exercising domination ". Done of HE's insts, to
centre the responsibility of govt. '

Arranged for census - est of town burial grounds & cessation of
interment 1n towns. At Butaritari remains of 2 Uea long kept
sbove ground duly interred.

At every 1s in 2 groups Native Govt. now composed of one responsible
men with a Council ag Executive, plus a Magistrate and Scribe with
Policemen. Foundation laid for good Native Govts

'Mey' has apparently recruited 45 men and women in Gilberts. They
are belng engaged for sugar plantations desplte the fact that
"owing to the excessive mortality in the past it is not now per-
mitted to sugar planters in Fiji to endenture Line Islanders except
under very exceptional circumstances."

F. Hulsen, trader, leaves - trade poor & could not get on with
natives. His tobacco stolen and as Kaubure c¢ld not find culprits
directed amt to be levied on towns. Fight to settle who is to
be Custodlan of the Island Funde. Land disputes settled "in one
of the cases the Kaubure had sat two days wrangling and finally
indulged in a free fight without result (so far as the settlement
of the question)". :

Onotoa "Here as at all the islands the custom of paying police
in cocoanuts leads to many abuses and must be done away with as
soon as clircumstances and policy permit." Kaubure wished people

to dance & Samoan pastors objected - compromise arranged by which
dances not filthy or obscene permitted during day, on festivals
and under direction and order of the Kaubure.

Nikunau Arranged appt by Kaubure of Magistrate, Scribe and

CeKo Tendency of Catholics to keep separate. Many land disputes
so instructed C,K, and 2 Ks apptd by the Couneil to be a Board

of Enquiry to settle all such cases.

Beru '"Kaubure (014 Men) of this island number over one hundred
and twenty end as they all want to speak it was requisite to
reduce the numbers. This I did by forming a Council of the
Island out of the Councils of the several ‘maniabag". People
reptd to have plenty of firearms but unwilling to give them up

as wanted to keep off thieves. "I directed the Kaubure to collect
the arms to the several maniabas. It would be impolitie to
remove them at present but when the Neative Government is more
suiteﬁ it can be done and the people will willingly surrender
them.
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Tabiteuea Rec'd $108.50 of the fine of $500 inflicted on is

by Davis. After previeus payments only $6.12 due. "When I entered
the méniaba at Utiroa I found 1t crammed with men women and children
a small space in the centre being cleared for me. Every old man
desired to shake hands. Nine tenths of the men had Judging by
their bloodshot eyes and dirty wild appearance been drinking sour
toddy. Unpromising as they looked I found them obedient, willing
and interested in what I had to say to them", Cleared out

children on plea too hot - got Kaubure to front. "Sometimes a
speaker got very excited and had to be told to sit down. They

are a rough lot of people but when their native government is in
good working order they will make rapid progress." They agreed

to keep the dead but one day above ground. Wished to kill thieves/
No sbhools or teachers at south end and reported bad lot.

Many cases in which land was taken as punishment for crime or in
war but declined to go into these as "they were right by the

custom of the time or the ruling power of the daye. I explained

to some of the applicants that if their land was given back to

them strict justice would require that they be hung." Abortion

sald common - Kaubure instructéd to stop practice.

"Kaubure desired to know what punishment they could inflict where
womens noses were bitten off by men (a common practice). I direce
ted them that in addition to imprisonment with hard labour they
could flog the culprit,"

Nonouti  Reached Dec. 26 - warned that people drinking over
Christmas and dancing and some mlght be dangerous, so put 3 loaded
revolvers in a small black bag and kept with me. 186 Kaubure -

32 previously elected to attend monthly meeting. Several absent
and drunk so meeting selected substitutes. Native Magistrate
behaved well and charged whole Kaubure as not assisting him to
enforce laws. CK also dismissed for being drunk and Kausbaua of
the family of the former Kings of Nonouti apptd in place. No 3
police as Kaubure had dismissed them as they stole and got drunk, |
so K did their work. : |

Temalua tried for murder and sentenced to transportation for life.
Taken to Maiana and placed in charge of Uea.

Abemama  Uea Bauro only a boy Matters of business disposed of
with less difficulty than elsewhere and no disputes. "The land
and the cocoanuts are all the property of the King and the produce
is brought to him and disposed of by men called supercargos, :
Formerly there was but one. I found thirteen and as I hag
information of their doings I dismissed all but Te Buk a man well
spoken of by all ang supercergoe in the time of the late King.

Te Buk and the Chiefs then appointed two men to assist him, Though
quentitées of copra had been sold there was no money in the safe
and 1little food or goods in the store. Valuable boats were
becoming useless and there was no money to pay police."

Maiana Good road just made through island. Is very unsettled =
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v/gsorple at north end making spears and clubs in support of a
murderer Tengauea who had been tried and condemned by Kaubure.
Swayne had case again reard and murderer was shot. Mr Corrie

interpreted, despite lslanders previous charges against him,
as Teklatoa was too nervous of trouble.

Beche-de-mer and pearl shell here but people are too lazy to fish
them upe.

Marakei all well and Govte wérking welle

@ ® 060 8600 60 e 00080



GILBERTS: H.Q. FOR GOVERNMENT

R.C. to HsCs Nos. 12 of 26.1.95: I have the honour to report as
follows on the site of the Resident Commissioner's residence not

yet fixed.
The relative advantages and disadvantages of the most

suitable sites might be thus described -

Butariterli has a good lagoon entrance. It is the Headquartdrs of

three firms each having a sailing vessel trading in the Group. It

is little affected by droughts and has more communication than any other
izland.

On page 249 of the Admiralty 8alling Directions for the
Pacific Islands (Vol. 11, 1891 2nd Edition) fresh water lagoons are
stated to exlist. There are no fresh water lagoons in the Group but
the trading firms on Butaritari have large cisterns for the supply
of fresh water to vessels,

Abemama. The passage ig and always will be somewhat difficult and
dangerous but it can be much improved by laying a few buoys.

In company with Lieutenant and Commander Bremen and
Lt. Miller T examined Biki an "Entrance Tsland" but found it unsuit-
able in many ways for the Residency.

On the island of Abemama a site could be obtained without
difficulty.

Your Excellency is aware that the Uea of Abemama is sole
owner of the land and produce of the islands of Abemama, Kuria and
Aranuka and conducts the sale of the produce through his own native
agents. Communication is therefore more limited than in those islands
where there are several agents of different firms,

Upon the island of Tarawa there is a site worthy of cone
sideration viz. on the island of Bitio wrongly called Bititu in the
Admiralty Charts.

Bitio is the small island on the reef at the south end of
the atoll. There is anchorage outside the reef and in all ordinary
weather communication can be had over the reef.

To the north of Bitio there is a passage perhaps the best
in the Group whemg it is buoyed, and a vessel could come inside and
anchor with ease,

I have not consulted the natives as to any site on this
or any 1sland but T have no doubt a site can be obtained anywhere ang
possibly 1f desired the whole of the island.

Tarawa hag frequent communication with Abaiau and Maiana by
boat and canoe 1in moderate weathere

I would ask Your Excellency to select one of the islands and
give instructions for the building of the Residency.

; The house T would propose to Your Excellency as suiltable for
1iving quarters and offices is a butlding 45 feet by 20 feet of two
stories with an eight foot verandah round the lower? rooms and ten foot
verandah round the gupper filoor.

Alr at night 1s the chief difficulty in these hot latitudes

every trader in the Group who can afford it sleeps
%ﬁg grou%do In Tebetinen the traders have two storgy Eég?vgpeggggions.

i
=1
I
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GILBERTS: H.Q. FOR GOVERNMENT (Contd)

Here they have European bullt houses. Doors and windows must be open
at night.

Since I have been in the Protectorate I have slept with
open doors and windows on account of the heast and I think that the
Residency ought to be provided with upper rooms which will be
secure from the intrusion of vindictive natives. That the natives
wave since my arrival showed themselves more than friendly to me is
true but it 1s no less true that in these islands some care is

I have &c.

C.R. Swayne
British Resident.




COINAGE IN GILBERTS

RC to HC, of 26.1.95: some scribbled notes on a sheet attached to
this letter show that among the first consignment of coin sent

down from the Gilberts (the proceeds of the first taxation - native

and traders) were the following:-

British coin (gold £2 silver-14/6) $13.62%

Mexican $133

German 196 marks . $49 .00
Spain 3..25
Hawaili 3¢50

Netherlands 2% guilders 1.00

Prussia 2 thalers 1.00
Austria i thaler : 50
Peruvian 1.00
Greek 5 drachmas 1.00
United States 4.25\
Chile 4,75
India 1 rupee 30
French 6l francs 12.25
Ttalian 5 lire 1.00

o 0o 0o ® 0 00 0 0

There were also drafts totalling £631.12.6 and a separatée ba
of English gold amounting to £200. 3 g g¢

e 0 00 98¢0
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No. 1.

Consul Roberts to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received December 14.)

(No. 259.) 7
My Lord, Guatemala, November 19, 1895.

* T HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Lordship’s despatch No. 47
of the 10th October, and inclosure, with reference to the Gilbert islanders employed in
this country, and am communicating with M. Gleeson ; meanwhile, I have the honour
to make known to your Lordship the details already within my knowledge.

Tast April Mr. Gleeson called on me, explaining that he had, some three years
ago, come to this country with a number of Gilbert islanders who, together with
himself, had signed contracts to work on the coffec plantation of a wealthy Guate-
maland family.

Mr. Gleeson showed me the various contracts, which were all in proper form, and
stipulated for the return of the islanders to their homes by the employers at the
expiration of the term for which they were employed. At that time, Mr. Gleeson made
no complaint to me of any injustice or l-treatment on the part of the employers, who,
he informed e, had so far acted up to the terms of the contract, but stated that he
feared lest, at the expiration of the term of years, they would try to evade the
obligation of returning the islanders to their homes. I informed Mr. Gleeson that if
his suspicions proved correct, and the employers did not carry out this part of the
contract, he had only then to inform me, and T would see that the islanders obtained
their full rights. At that time, Mr. Gleeson left all the contracts (each labourer having
a separate one) with me for <afe custody, but about six weeks ago he again called
to take the contracts away ; on this socond occasion he made no complaint to me, and
I again assured him of the full protection of this Legation in the event of any attempt
at breach of contract on the part of the employers. Since this time I have neither
seen nor heard anything more of Mr. Gleeson and the Gilbert islanders. Mr. Gleeson
informed me of there having been great mortality among the people, but did not
ascribe this as due in any way to want of care on the part of the employers.

I have, &e.
(Signed) J. TREDERICE ROBERTS.

[1713 e—1]




GILBERT AND ELLICE PROTECTORATE STAFF

Additional European Officer at sals
Clerk, Registrar and Chief of Polic

of opinion that funds of Prot, admit.

17,1095,

Seoeo0opPp0o0eceoe

Ty not exceeding £200 to be
©, approved so soon as H(C
SS to Asst HC No.37 of




SWAYNE

HC to SS, No,60 of 19.12.,95: "As Mr Swayne's connection with the
Gilbert and ElliceGroups has now closed, I desire to respectfully
record my hi appreciation of the value of the services he has
rendered. 4 His administration has been a successful one
notwithstanding the many difficulties to be encountered. The
Protectorates have been brought into a position to be self
supporting; the varlous island governments are now really exerting
themselves; and encouraged by the firmness displayed by Mr Swayne
they are endeavouring, with some success, to establish law and order.
T humbly ask permission to say that I think if Her Majesty's
Government were to expregs their thanks to Mr Swayne, the compli-
ment would be well deservedo."

e e 000008 00 &0 08




GELBERT AND ELLICE AFFATRS « 1896:

HC to SS, Nos8 of 21.2.96: Surplus balance for Gilberts, after
erecting Betlo statlon, £503.7.4.  Surplus necessary as droughts
liableo

Wightman Bros. retiring from Group; and some of the vessels
trading h&ave not done so successfully.

Campbell golng to Investigate "the suitability of a gentleman
1living at Tarawa, who speaks the language and who 1ﬁ§ﬁﬁlidfﬁd
it 1s believed 1s otherwise qualified." If nbg officer will
be sent as his Asst from Fiji.

¢ 0000060000000 8
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CAMPBELL ON TARAWA AND MATANA 189

Missionary Herald, June 1897.

ceeseresnen

The British Commissioner arrived in January of last year and resides
ot Tarawa, He first proposed that the island should be divided between
the Protestants and Catholics. But Mr Walkup declined to consider the
proposal in as much as our Mission has occupied every island and
Christians are living in nearly every village. The Commissioner was
at first disposed to regard leniently the dancing smong the natives,
but when he came to understand what was involved in the night revels,
he put a stop to this dancing on several of the islands.

Mr Walkup writes that at Maiana, when the Commissioner remained

)

all the month of August, here were turned matters generally. He
ordered the Government to repair all the four church buildings, used
alSo as school buildings, and all the youths under seventeen to be in

school and all the males over seventeen to work on public improvements.
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DANCING, EVILS OF 1896

Missionary Hereld, June 1896 " p.24i.

o /5'6'n s violetole

It will be remembered that in Mr Walkup's report of last year, he
spoke of the fuct that the British Commissioner of the Group disapproved
of the dancing customs of the heathenf populations. Yet he was so un-
aware of the ewvil inféfences of these customs, that he had permitted
their practice on special festivals, particularly on the Queen of
England's birthdey,

The results upon Christian work have been distressing. Mr Walkup
says "These heathen games, like baseball, require long practise. The :
permission to have them on holidays creates the desire for all the old
nights, games and nudeness., Tt is the one story from nearly all the
islands, but the hope is expressed that as the present Commissioner is
soon to give place to another, the new man will make new laws which are '
80 evidently needed and with which a speedy chénge for the better will
be manifest,"

At Makin, which was a bright épot last year, congregation fell
from 150 to 75 after a series of these heathen games. The work however
is reviving somewhat and on January lst there was a congregation of 100

in a decorated Chureh,

At Butaritari the King has done his best to keep out these games,

but the Commissioner opened the door to these peaple on holidays, The

result is that where so many of the natives have been well dressed PO

years, the majority mow have long hair and ape almost naked,

eo v o0 e e
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P.242, In conclusion lMr Walkup says: "In my fifteen years in the CGroup,
T have never seen nor heard of the prevalence of so much dancing or
heathen games or of such a depraved character., In former times the
wives were required to remain in their houses, but now they enter into
these sinful games. We shall put in an earnest plea to the new

Commissioner to stop the dancing and other harmful games.




B.B., last chapter 1 899

Of another beachcomber cum trader on Abaiang see Campbell to Berkeley, 3.5.97
- W,P.H.C. -~ Invard Correspondence, General, no.266 of 1897.

Campbell says: "I understand that when returning from a vessel or from
visiting another trader he is invariably found on the road oblivicus of
the changed condition of things since the formation of the Protectorste or
of a lowered copra market with his head pillowed on an empty gin-bottle,

It would be of very great benefit if men of this character were removed

from the Group."

From footnote 83 in the last ehapter of Scarr's thesis.

®o %0 0c000no000e D
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KMl Augustin

1900 Hawaii, Ostmikronesien und Sawmoa. Stuttgart;
verlag von Strecker & Scurdder. 585pp.

Ltranslation Pp. 285 - 5U3.
Apamama.
1t was New Years Eve wnen we passed the ‘wleicher', a stiii preeze
had stoerted rroim the noetn - east. rirst we tried to farewe.l
the old year witvh a glass oi mulled wine, but the novements oi/the
poat became so unpleasant that L preiferrcd to exchange the crowded
mass 10r some Iresh air. Again L had to make the unpleasant dis-
covery that it tastes wvecvier up than down and was happy when Apa-
mama warsignted on timetne next wo.ning, Lthe Neptun.saiLed Dy
quietly on the islands leeside. Here tihere really was a leeside.
1he reel is about 200 wetres wide, 1v 1s dry at low tide, has several
small devrital pleins and at the encurance ol the lagoad lies a rair
sized isle called Pik ( the place on the mafp that is marked kn-
vrance l1sland}),

And a good New Years ieast was given by Katner Neptune to his
naumesake when big 1at bonitos bit the lines nung out during the
peacerul sailing. i1he passage near the island Pik is pretty and

wide and well demarkated on both sides but as the wind blew into
it}tne boat nhad to go over stay every ioment in order to get inuvo

vhe spacious lagoon. 1t too had nunerc”us siones, butfthere was
enough roomPeIu to traverse is sartely and comrortavly. 1n contrastc
to the Tnree larger southern atolls Apamama iBm not very silted

and nas almost always a depth o1 15 - 30 me.res,.

1his was pleasantly 1elt,as we were thererore not so iar irom the

v

land and did not nave to walk 2 - 3 kin over itue dry sand at low



tide. At 9.30 am already’we cast anchor in rront ot the

King's residence pinoinano, and it was 1SS uvhan an noui pelore
vne ruler oI Apamama. King l'entebauru, this means ..r Paul, came
abourd witn his minister i1in oa and uhe Wueen Neikandalk. 1hey
nad cotfiee wiiun us and watched me as L cofioured and im@guvcu
the drawings ol/the southern islands. iney were particularly
interesied by Ratzel's ' Ethnology' and discussed une pilcuiures
with great zeal. shie late master would not have dreamed or the
great success ol nis work. ‘Lhe coliee party went on 1or so long
that 1 came ashore only at 4 pm. 1 nad taken everything wiin me
in order .o rollow ihe invitdation oir the King to live ashore
during the stay or the ‘Nepiun' in tne lagoon; my vreakiast bas—
ket, my mosquitonet, my gun, a irew tins of 1ood and some arciwles
Lor exchunge. Altnough. ithe natives seemed iriendly and have

been sSo 1or some bim% as can be seen by svevenson's umasterly
description or his stay witn i1embinoka in nis book * 1n the
southseas:', even so i1 nad an uneasy ieeling when tne poat leit

and 1L was alone wiun the naitives. L nad been wiih the much

wore savage lapltuens and in agy other places guest i1 tue
navives, buuv 1 always had wveen near some wnite soul, nere 1

was ine only wnitve awong completely sirange pepple, whose langua-
ge 1 understood only incompletely, ine aning nad nouv given permission
L0 any white irader vo stari a store on uis island, e wished vo
keep ivile nusiness vo ulmselll and sold copra uvarougn gis
miniscvers directly 1o uvhe capiains or ivhe poaus. iIl€@ i1avner oi

vne peesent Aing lembinoka had done this and the son saw no

reason teo change iwv. ALltnough the old king nad nad some
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uniortunate experience with it. ©e nad bought a boat on the
proceeds oL nis ricn copra earnings 1in Sydney in order tTo bring
nisproducts directly to tne world market. nut either the ship
was wrecked or one o1 tlie cunning captains disappeared with it,
at any rate he lost 1t. L1t was a usurper ramily, these iempi-
nokas, as the grandratnher of¥ fhe present King, ltembidike nad
seized power. Arter ‘l'empinokas deatn in 1890 nis brotner ruled
ior 18 month until tne iven year old King took over tne reign.
Stevenson reports many interesting things about the nistory
ol tne kings,
When 1 came to the large house that stands in the centre
ot the village common, the big New Years dance was neld. 1
saw the relics o1 tnqbld itembinoka hanging Irom the ceiling,
nis throne, decorated witin ovula shells | te bau) and on a
post nis grass skirt, nis pody mat, nis i1rock i1or state occasions
nis urousers, in ivhe centre or the 1loor underneatn the han-
ging throne lay the chieis. Un the one end o1xi the room was
a group o:. dancing men and on tne oivher end a large crowd oz
women who danced in turn together and apart as on monutil
and sang. ‘Ihe turned the upper pody backwards and rorewards
trom the nips and gesticulated with the ariks and when the song
caiie to an end they rinished it always with an ia, ia, ue, ia,
ue,
wnen L nad watched 1or ain nour 1 took myselr to the wea-
ther side or the island in order to aquaint myseli wiilh 1t.
1 now want to explain what 1 saw on that and the i1ollowing

evening with the help oi the sketch rig.21, pinoinane lies
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at tne end or the island oi an atoll cﬁ%le, and like most

villages av une sand beach o1 vne lagoon. +t1the small opening

bertween oinoinano and tie next island nad been rilled with

earth by the earlier sing Lembidnaka in order to extend Lhe

land. 10 The same urpose stonewalls | te bono) nad been erected

onn the narrowest part oI the passazse To aid the siltving and zil-

ling o1 mud oﬁthe still open pools. ‘rhe stone wall on the la-

goon side served also as a bridge iLor the pathn tnat goed& past
pinoinano. 1his rarsightedness or ‘lembinoka will come as no
surprise aiier ithe i1acts already mentvioned. ne was a very practi-
cal person, who did not leave tne trade to tne wnites but seized
1t ror himselr and not only tne copra trade but also the selling
or distribution or smallgoods wnich ne received irom the copra
captains to nis subjecgs. A large stome house with a stone-
wharil on tne northern end otfthe village and a coprasnhed nearby
\rig 22.lert) are still witnesses ©b his work whicn has been
passed-on To nis son. ‘1he houses on the beach oI the lagounj
the living and sleeping quarters or the King, his minister
‘1ingoa, who gave himselt that title, the Queen Neikandak,
penuiakei and ltamaid had all been built on high posts, mucn to
my surprise (see rig,22). put they were not stilt dwellings
in the proper semse , as they stood on dry land; they only ser-
ved to provide sleeping in rresh air, because one thinks nere ot
sleeping on the ground, so popular in Samoa, as unheat thy. One
or the houses was ca.tilevered irom a stonewhari towards the sea
so that it could get most ox tne cooling nigntwinds., 0n the

landside o1 the beach nouses is a 1isnpool and also a i1ew water-
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noles in which the natives bathe irequenctly and irurther south
the big meeting nouse, the maniaba, in werman ' nouse oI the
1sland*', which nes already been mentioned., l1nland zrom tiais
lay tihe 1island road which partiitioned iite village complex Irom the
plantations, as large tarogroups an@ coconut plantations were
situated towards the seaside,

Whnen 1 nad crossed the narrow islmd on the path L came sudden-
ly to a pay whicn 1 called sportsharbour on tne sketch. mne.e the
natives nave sailing contests in boats built specially 1or tnis
purpose, the body or these boats is hardly larger than a root (see
pild 42)., 11 our new modelpoat sailing clubs think tnat Ttuis is
a modern sport they are making a very big mistake. i1he extraormi-
nary tning about these Gilbertese #oyboats is the snail body (tedoa)
in comparison wiitn the long outrigger ( gilaro) which is com-
letely out oI proportion andkne small 1loat | te rama) which is
similar in size to the pbody. As a very big sail { te ie), made
irom thin split pandanus leaves gives the boat a very nign speed

291 and thererore . strong pressure on the saml tnreatens to pull
thhe 1loat out oythe water, to prevent tnis small pointed sticks
(daurama) are put on the end oi the outrigger pos¥s above tne
1loat and on to the stvicks small eggsized coconmts are spiked
( tenemoimoi) as ballast, ‘the mast ( aniang) is held uprignt by
stays and shrouds on thébowspit and on the outrigger. How skill-
tully made the vehicle is, how elegant its small body or pandanus
leaves and planks and ribs$ orthe thin coconut leaves as ribs ot the
boat has to bring fortn true admiration irom any sailing ran, 1t

is notv only a game, it is a real sport undertaken by the chieis
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of' Apamama and also those irom maiana and jarava. Lhere are

people who built tnese specially and who, Jgust like our yacht-
builders think constantly oi: ways and me. s To improve tiie speed o1 1
tne boats . Wiole scnools are iorwed, the pupils imbived with

thelr pariicuwlar wmetnod so tnac tiiey do 1ot lisven to others any
more. Wnen the Apamama weelk STurts, all Tne owiers or the boats

come To the outer beach on the sports narnour and when the tide comes
in and reacnes Jjust above the men's knees then the starters go to

one eund or the bay and on a given sign put their prepared and tack-
led boats into the water to let them sail towards tne inner nar-
bour where other peop e stand at about 100 m distance to catcn The
racers. 1his must be a dirricult undertaking as witn the low

warer resistance and the very large sail tne bozts are supposed

to 11y along like arrowsa. unrortunately there were no races during
my stay and 1 must be satisried witn relating ithe racts the natives
told me. 1ihe sport is pdayed particulurtly passionately on Maiana
and tarava, 1he traders told we thnat tirst village plays against
village then island against 1sland ror weeks, month even years.
Whole islaids nave been eaten bare because nobody looked alter biwe-
the plantation,

When 1 saw the reeir outside the sporisnarbour L round a large
arrow snapced stone trap with ugﬁ'openings at the beginning o1 the
arrow point oiruhe shart. 1this thing called te ma, whicn is used
all over Uceania, serves to catch 1ish from the sea at low tide
so that tie 1isnes cunnot be washed away. Lthis tTrap works on its
own ; day and night, and ir many iisnes=ss nave neen Cyugnt they are

put into the Vvillage pond, especially tne sea perch, te guau,
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\ tne samoan gaiala, the wnite and yellow spotted serranus alvorusc

%
cus bleek) and the seaasn (Ascnen), the mugil itypes which are good

Ior Iceding. put i1 many 1isn  appear in the lajoon the natives
start a big drive to get them into the urap, similar Lo vhe atule
catcn on manu‘a that L will describe below. now large Lhese stone
traps @e is evident irom pild 43, they almost take in the whole
width or the 200m long reer. Un tue outer reet L sSEwW a iisherman
who caugnt nermit craps and smashed them witn themr shells and
Threw Tihlem alt 1nteyvals into the s5¢ea, at The Ssame mqoment ne tnrew
in nhis hook vaited with crabtail and thus cdugnt risn all thne
time. Amongst these was the Just mentioned seranus kind and a
Iew others that ne called tve pawe and te bugepug.
rinally 1 saw some old women by tne lagoon looking over siones,
as they were o1 an honouravle age 1 did not think it dangerous
to ask them their intentions. 1hey snowed me worms that they
pulled out o1 the corals and when 1 asked what they were used
ror they crumovled tnem in their nands and put them under my nose
saying : e pboierar. it smelled strongly oi iodine. they needed
tne worms Lor tne coming dance to rub themselves witn it and to

smell pleasant. Every mite nas its scent: { Une man's meat is

) &

anotner man's poison). (1 d? gette , Bt ot Gt 4y a s Lccad”
11 t..ere were uany extraordinary things to see nere, no less
remarkable than tne place were its people. When 1 arrived
in pinoinane 4 relt as ii L had come irom the wilbert Lslands to
another archiple. Wnile the population or the southern island has

a more Polynesian nose, 1lat betweell tThe eyes and a hollow nose

ridge, broad at the base and thre nostrils rounded, in Apamama

fé‘\ff?_ £ W
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it was nigh ridged on three guarters ol the naxives. 1he eyes
seemed clode r together and the saddle petween them up to lcm
nich, ivhe saddle or the nose bent and tne base comparavively
small, in short ‘*eaglenoses:, ine lips were slightly protuding
but not very broad and oi a prevlLy saape, chiln and Iorenead
The

slightly receeding. Several old men, whom L saw at tne dance in B
maniaba naq!under Their wnite 1ilowing nair/tne appearance or
Nortn American lIndians. 1he women and gi%rs Too reminded me
vividly ox the Auracanians that i nad seen a iew month earlier

in Chile.

un the day aiter my arrival 1 took myselr to ihe maniaba.

flere one was Just extending vue new rears vance 1or anoiner day.
Again 1 i1ound the uen around Tue REXERNEER southern pillar and
The women around uvhe noriviern one, BEverything here was still
genuine and no Buropean clount could pe seen on tne natives.

Lthe men wore a necklace,and@andanus rolls in vtneir ears and as a

/ <

dress the dirrereatly patterned mats around the nips Lo tne kmees
1astened wiith a nair rope. ihe womeil wore grass skirts and imme-
diately awvove a ao_uble velt made oI coconut pieces, dyed darkliy,
about thée size o1 a Ttwo cent piece. 1hese were parily covered
with pandanus leaves, a custvom in Apamama called benugom, lne
Least started witn women and men sliernatvively singing the verses
ot a song. MWhile the wouzen stood dtill the men Trew tunemselves
on the i1loor at the end of eacn verse. Several 50NxS were sung
in Sucit a way that 1 did notv understand tnem withoutr an interpre-
ter, Taus 1 wWas able only to note down tihie las® Lwo vVerses.

ning Pauli goined willingly into all tue games anu dances oifthe

/




men, althougir net in the crowd butv on the leixt side @ rew steps
away. H1isS movements were rather iorial and slow and tie parvici-
pacion seened to pne a duty racther L4narn a L,leasu- e to him.,. Amon St

o e OLaad .
the women too gid I see a giftl, younger and more

gracerul and
lignter in colour tnan the others, she sat on the side without
Juining in and only did so arter repeated requests as i (o please

the people who had asked hem. Une nogieed tnat she was concerned

tnat she might lower ners%@: py doing too much. L surmised tnat

sne must be somebody special and to my satcisiaction 1 nheard that

she was the sister ol the hking, Kabuipbuiea. L£dio not Know ii ‘it

was intereslin the dainty creatute or scientiric nunger that made

m& go rorward, at any rate 1 had gone too i1ar in i1ront or tihe cen-
298 tcral row oi pillars and nad wo pe Told To return to the onlookers,

ine song that rtoiklowed was extraordinary to a high degree and

was Started by the wives oiﬂhe King, 1t was called une dragon-

11y dance, A dragon tly comes, it settles on the white nand and

the white root. 1i1hese words rollowed: white hand, white 1oot,
here buzzes ihe dragon-rly and settles down.

1s the picture not delightiul? ‘the white nand points to the
light skin oz theppper class, as sina means white and is orten
a namne 1or a eniers daughter in Samoa, who appears to pe shiniag
as Tne moon ‘masina’.

Arter this song came a play by the men with the women called
te daga gabo,. the women sang 1n nign snrill ctones: Come nere,
come nere, pull me py my hair, pull me by the arm, 50 46 Two

A
men ran towards the women aud pulied on. e across, nearly all nhad

their turn, only Kabuibuiea was let't out, she was too nopble Tor this
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put she nad a vand around ner anxle, could it have been a disease
or' lowve charm ?

Wnen this game nud [inished the women began theirs'te daubere,'
the name for the fiy—swatter,xstarted. This is really a cuiluroné
gaume, namely the cnildren try to attract the flies with sweets in
order to kill them with the swatter of coconut leaf ribs. Thus too
the women went across to the men with their swatters, selected one
men with it and toolk him to the other side. 1 heard the gathered

299 men callied tunuma and one of the gatheaing women tunuuma te buéibueiu
and the other tunuma te mata. ( In Samoa the siheath for the tattoo-
hooks is called tunuma).

When the game had finished a few offthe natives came to me to ask
for medical aid, as one of the men had broken his arm in a fight, I
told the people to give a cold compress for a while and promised ot
come when I had seen the end of the gume. Lut when 1 arrived later
at the house of the man at the other end of the village I was told
that the man had left and had treated himself. The d'f:ce lasted
until 3 pm. For a fitting end to the feast the King distributed
four boxes oi stick tobacco which had been given to him as part of
sthe payment for copra by Captain hessler. I waited outside the
house tor the end offtine dance as I wanted to take some photographs

of the old men, but tiese were not prepared to let e do that. L

was Jluckier with King Paul whom I asked to introduce me to Princess
Kabuibuiea and give me permission to take a picture of himself and
his sister. He kindly egreed and even brought his younger sister

Ikaboemen along (see Plate 13), I was aiso fertumate to get the dan-

2 et 3 g -
cing group tha tperformed the standing dance. Picture 47 shows a
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snap of them.

A

ey

When the evening came near I took myself to right guarters
at the end ofthe viliage, the ware-nouse of the King. 1t was a.
square, coviored wooden house with a high roof of leaves, under
its overhang ran a small weranda in front and arvund the sides.
1 hung wmy mosgitonet in the northern bilind corner and put a few
of the traded mats on to the floor. I camped here and slept alone,
not disturbed vy anybody because the storehousc of the king was
taboo for the natives. After a frugal meal 1l walked a& little
in the cool of the evening breeze into the village and visited
king Paul. He lay on his mat on the floor in front of his sleeping
nouse and I set down with him and tried as well as 1 could to chat
.ith him. For amusement 1 played the uouth ofgan and as he seemed
to enjoy it I gave it to him to put him into a good frame of mind.
Because apart from the hospitality and protection he gave me I had
my eyes on two beautiful shark teeth spears.

I had left my attack Lor the following xmxxXng last evening.
on t is evening 1 exused myself to return to my lonely abode. When
1 lay there all alone looking at the starlit lagoon with the sound
of the islaud music in my ears I did gel some frightening thoughts.
The natives are usually peaceful but when they are intoxicated
with paim wine after the feast thex,like all drunks are easily
aroused and in tie afternoon I had angered a young man when iE
wanted to put his wife in front og%ne camera. The Gilbert people
are good sports but as far as their women are c ncerned they have
no sense of humour. The copra traders in the idlands always look

their doors at the time of teasts and here I was alone outside onfthe
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beach without any protection. What was the point of worrying!
The ioade¢d gun at my side, 1 settled into half sleep. An hour
migh have passed when suddenly I heard the sound of clinking
pebbles. 1 jumped up anu listened. Could it have been a dog?
now T+ heard steps very closely, tner® must he severa_l persons.
With the gun in my hand I oconfronied them, in the carkness 1
dis .inguished two men and a woman, as their intention: sceuwec
friendly I 1lit a candle and lo behold it was the King witl e

of his four wives and his minister, I welcomed them and after

polite ecxcnanges asked them their wishes. 1 discovered then that the

kind men haa Lelt sorry for me because I had to sleep in so much
isolation and that thzrelore Le had brought me a companion. Happi-
1y he had not chosen tlhiec wost beautiful ol his wives and I had nox=x
difficulty in withstanuing the temptation. I thanked him sincere-

he kind woman I explained

cr

ly and with teuder consideration to
that I had a wife at home and with us it was strictly forbidden
to sleep alone with other women under the same roof. This white A
was readily accepted and&ue three departed with light hearts, ap-
parently conscious of the fact that thgy had done their best for
the well being of their guest, The apparent countradiction between
this action and the otherwise so easily arcused jealousy is ex-
plained if one considers that xkxx= to sin with permission is
different from sinning without. More ogthis later.

By my refusal I seemed to have impressed my noble host, as on
the following day he not #mly gave me the two spears on my request,
but at the farewell also asked if I would stay with him or return
as he wished to give me his sister Kabuibuiea for a wife. 1 told

nim that 1 would consider his kind offer,
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The last day did not bring anything new, I studied and collected.
The tattoowing of the men was similar to that of other islands.

I only saw something new on an older bearded men who showed a
few vertical fished on blue background on his forehead and his
cheeks, just like those found in the western Carolined and

which remind of the diamond shapes plaited with hair on armour

in stylized form (?2?). ) oav wo? gqaite st if b o5 gl

Kitiret Eroemlotis.. oty !
The women had little tatto wing and at the most had one or two
long lines on the inside ofthe arms as is usual ofthe northern
Gilbert and Marshall Islands,

Finally, just one example of King Paul's despotism., He had
given me permission to shoot his wild chickens behind the plan-
tations at the end of the village. As there were no tame chicken
and I had a longing for one in the pot, 500n I returned from
the outer beach with a few 'beach runners' (Strandl#ufer)
and (Brachvbgel) and a chicken, when I met Tentebauru
at my dwelling, he had just come to visit me. But it was not
the bag that he admired, but the gun that made such a miracie
possible, lie wanted to see how it was loaded andwhen the wea-
pon was ready for use he wished to shoot a¥f something. DBut
nothing suitable could be seen on the innet beach. Disappoin-
ted he pointed the gun at a little child that came along the
path, I do not know if he would have shot at it, I just raised
the barrel and took the gun gently from him. I stayed ashore
the last night and at 7.30 am Capt, Kessler touvk me aboard to

continue the journey after three days on Apamama, the most beau-

tiful and unique that I experienced in the Gilbert Islands.



GOVERNMENT SCHOQLS 1898

e

Missionary Herald, August 1898,

ee o0 000000 e

In almost all the islands of the Gilbert Group, the Roman Catholic
missionaries have encroached upon the work of our missionaries.

The British Commissioner has established Government schools on
meny islands in which reading, writing and arithmetic are taught but
there is connected with them no worship, not even a song,

On Tabiteuea, Mr Walkup says '"In these Governmment schools all
these children attend from 9 till 12 o'clock. Of the fifteen teachers
selected only two were Catholic natives, the 13 Protestant teachers
have morning and evening prayers and afternoon sessions with singing
and teaching of the catechism, Many of the scholars are leaving the

Catholics and buying Bibles."




ABENMAMA AND TARAWA, BRITISH RULE ON 1899

Missionary Herald, July 1899,

*eVNTEPIEERIRRREST Y

Of Abemama IMr Walkup writes "Mr G.H. Murdoch was left there in
October as Government Agent., He has resided for about twenty years
in the Gilbert Islands and he understands well the reputation of
Abemame, from long hefore Robert Louis Stevenson's heathen contract
“with King Binoka.

A code of new laws has been published especially for the Abemama
people., One law is that the world 'slave', the title of the people
used by the Chiefs' party, must not be used as there are no slaves
undef %he English flag, The people can be tillers of the Chiefs' land
and they have a share now of all the coconuts and the Chief must not
demand any prepared food from them as herebefore, These laws have
brought great relief to our Christian people., Their earnest Deacon,
Isaiah, says that this which has come to pass is only what I have been
preaching., Give giory unto the Lord and declare His Praise in the
Islands, By these rules all children must attend school,; for the first
absence a fine is imposed, for the second absence the parent or guardian

goes to jail for a week., Besides the two catechists schools, Mr Murdoch

has selected a Christien for s Government teacher,

The first jail is being built, a heavy stocade to be the penitent-
iary for three or four islands.

Persons wishing to marry must be of age and have the permission of

the King or magistrate to do so."




On Tarawa the rule of the Resident Commissioner necessitates the
keeping of the natives at work., After re-building public buildings,
they have had to rebuild their oyn dwellings, raising them two or three
feet from the ground. The Resident insists that all children living
near schools attend either Protestant or Catholic schools, but they attend
empty-handed, having no books, ind in villages where no schools have
been started, he makes no provision for Government schools as on some

other islands,




'TLOONGANA' RETURS RECRUITS FROM QUEENSLAND - 1898-1899

Peter Corris, Introduction to Wawn The South Sea Islanders and the
Quileensland Labour Trade.

Toad

'... inf1898 he [Wawn] entered the island trade again by taking command
of the 279 ton barque Loongana at Balmain, Sydney Harbour. The Loongana,
owned by the only firm of Chinese shipowners in Australia, the On Chong
Company, plied between Sydney and the Gilbert Islands. Wawn's first
voyage in her constituted his final contact with the Queensland labour
trade, for, in addition to mail and other cargo (mostly timber), the
Loongana took back to the islands 65 Gilbertese who had worked in @Queens-
land as indentured labourers. One of Queensland's most experienced ¥&
government agents, Aubrey C. Cecil, supervised the repatriation of the :
islanders and, for once, Wawn did not fall out with the colony's -of;f'icer.47 '

Nevertheless Wawn did experience his usual difficulties - ill-health
and conflicts with his crew and trading associates. In December 1898,
on the first voyage, he found the mate drunk and quarrelsome .......

The Loongana returned to Sydney on 20 April 1899 after a very rough
passage with a cargo of 303 tons of cogra' and 2226 pounds of shark fins:
Wawn reported 'native affairs quiet'.4”? ....... He returned from his
second voyage in the Loongana to the Gilberts on 30 August 1899 with a
cargo of 205 tons of cogra which was sold to Lever Brothers' 'Sunlight!
soap works at Balmain.? :

47 - Sydney Morning Herald 21 April 1899. Private Logs, Loongana, 21
June 1898. The first Gilbert Islanders to be recruited for Queensland
were those brought by the May in 1895. At first high hopes were held
for them and it was thought that the Gilbertese might prove to be a
useful supplementary recruiting ground to the Solomons. But, like
Polynesians from the outlying Solomon Isglands, the Gilbertese were #i
unable to maintain good health under the work and the climate, and many
of them returned to their homes without serving their full terms. The
Gilbertese on the Loongana had worked in the Ingham and Rockhampton dis-
tricts and were returned in this unusual way because Queensland shipowners
would not repatriate them 'except upon very exorbitant terms'. - The
government's claim that the iglanders 'were returned under precisely the
seme conditions as exist on board vessels sailing out of Queengland ports
under the Pacific Islander's Act', is born out by Wewn's log. De Vaux

to Immigration Agent 27 February 1896, Queensland, Colonial Secretary's
Office, Inwards Correspondence 13974/1895; Votes and Proceedings of the
of the Queensland Legislative Assembly 1899:1296, »

49 - Sydney Morning Henl@d 21 April 1899; Sydney Daily Telegraph 21 April
1899. FPrivate Logs, Loongana, 31.12.1898, 9.1.1899 (Mitchell Library,
Sydney) .

50 - Private Logsy 4, 11, May, 7 Sept. 1899; Sydney Morning Herald RX
KREAXXARBRAL 31 August 1899.
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TELFER CAMPBELL 1907

Letter from W, Telfer Campbell, Resident Commissioner, Gilbert and
Ellice Islands Protectorate, to Atlee Hurf@t, Australia,

© 00000000

52/1814 Hill View, Turramurra,

Report sent 20.2.7. 10th February, 1907.

Dear Atlee Hunt,

Many thanks for your note and for promising to fix up matters
connected with giving Murdock's residence in the Commonwealth,

The above is my Sydney address. They were in error in giving
it as care of On Chong and Company. I agree that the latter does not
sound very well, but after all as a permanent address it would be
preferable to the Gilbert Group where the "yellow peril" is by no means
as bad as the "low white peril",

I regret there is no likelihood of our meeting before your
departure for England, I hope you will have an enjoyable visit,

When you meet the C,0, officials do not forget should an opportunity
occur to mention me as an authority on the W. Pacific and hint that as

I know a d = d side to [EiEﬁl much bbout it a change would be desirable
for mes to some other sphere in the interests of the Empire. Should

the G. G. be appointed High Commr. I hope H,E. and the Federal Parliament
will recognize that the duties of the office cannot be carried out

unless H.E. spends six months, not less, every year in MEKXXKE visiting
the various Groups of the Western Pacific, The dual appointments of HE.
& Govr, of Fiji are farcical, There is quite enough work in both
places, Fiji and the W, Pacific, to keep a hardworking & intelligent
chief going in each,

The Gilberts have prospered as far as possible under existing
conditions, British trade is not progressing neither does it deserve
to do so, since the methods pf its emisaries are antedeluvian, The
Germans are getting more than their share of the trade they study the
market and endeavour to satisfy their natives, British firms on the

other hand confine themselves to wasting time in using rotten ships and
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introducing damaged goods mostly salvaged stock from Sydney firms.

May I ask you for another copy of your report on New Guinea?
The copy you were good to give me last year was retained by Sir Everard
im Thurn on my showing it to him.  He expressed great appreciation of
ite I should also like a copy of the recent report, made by the
Commissioners YR®E appointed last year to visit New Guinea, should it
be published, " 1 have seen a summary in a newspaper recently. Some
of the recommendations do not surprise me. The necessity for them
was obvious on my first going to New Guinea seventeen years ago. I am
sorry for indiwidual officials in New Guinea, The system is really
responsible for the wheels not ¥PSESE running smoothly. The system
includes "temporary and provisional appointments" made to—day as they
were in my time,

Bon voyage and au revoir,
Yours very truly
W. Telfer Campbell.

From the Atlee Hunt Papers in the National Library, Canberra.
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Potts, 1.C.T. 1900

In 1900 Campbell confined Lodge, a weak, puling creature, but capable
of pursuing an obsession, and who lived on the prostitution of his
daughter, to Betio as an idle and undesirable person. Lodge enlisted
the aid of Potts, an embittered former official dismissed by Campbell,
who conducted a campaign in the C.0. and Parliament for several years
- Campbell to Berkeley, no.20 of 1899; C.,0. to O'Brien, 7.9.1900 and

7.11.1900y with encs - W.P,H.C., Despatches from S5.0.8.; C.0. to Allardyce,

1.1.1902, with enc., ibid; Im Thurn to Johnson, 28.1.1907 (private) -

.00t 225/80%

Above from Scarr thesis.
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Beru 1908

Alefaio's Report to Newell regarding the walkout of students
in Rongorongo, Beru, 28 July, 1908,

1 If we continue to observe Goward's programme of 'servicet,
the hopes of the Gilberts'! young men will be shattered. Ue
have held many discussions regarding this, and all agreed that
if Goward's behaviour and plans continue then what is the

purpose of their school in the future?

2., There is a lot of criticism amongst the people. If this

continues, it is probable many will leave the campus.,

3. Another reason for criticism is the daily heavy manual

labour owing to Goward's ambitious plans to achieve a name

for himself. He tends to shou off the campus to officers from
ships as well as traders from overseas. These people he has
invited. As a result, school work has suffered. We have
discussed this situation on many occasions. We concluded that
our strength has been misused. We are being used to build neuw
houses, destroy old ones and build replacements according to

the wishes of our master. But when we think of the purpose of
wny we came here, which is to attein knowledge through education,
we have achieved nothing, None of us has improved through lack
of new knowledge.

4, From January 1906, we have counted that not over 40 sessions
of school work (two sessions a day) have been held, We have
had no examinations, in spite of them being announced. No
reason was given. Consequently, much criticism has occurred
amongst the pupils. Time is spent on manual work from Monday
to Friday, and thus, many have left, They have sent word of
explanation: 'We are tired of Mr Goward's cruelty towards usi?

There is even word that 'Mr Goward is a Pharisee, not a Pastor?,

5., July 1907, Further debate on the £1 school fee paid after
5 years. The people claimed that Mr Goward had previously told
them that the £1 was only payable for the first 4 years. The
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problem now is, many of the 4 year students have walked out,
To this Mr Goward replied: 'I have been asking the elders for
a solution, but no reply. I will ask again concerning the 6
and 7 year in schoolt,

6. The pupils further asked Mr Goward as to the number of years
a person has to spend in school before he can become a pastor.
Mr Goward replied: 'First, he must stay in the school, then be
appointed to a village, then come back to school, all the time
paying the £1 school fee,. After this he will be appointed to
a village again. Only after he serves the Church for 8 years
could he then become a pastor. To this the school answered:
%95 'Ue are now aware that there is really no limit to our school
days. Our years spent in school are a waste of time, for we

do not learn anything = there are no classes, so the system is

a trick to keep us for manual work! The school's criticism was
laid down in a letter addressed to Goward,. Here were the main
points:

(a) We are certain you are a Pharisee, not a pastor. The things
you have done to us are many .

(b) The burning of the school's plantation. Took place on a day
when the students were engaged in heavy manual work. Mr
Goward visited the work and for some reasons beyond our under-
standing, he immediately told off some students who had
Just returned from dumping rubbish near the beach, The
students were guite upset at Mr Goward's lack of sensitivity,
and in protest, turned around and burned the plantation
they worked so hard to plant,

(c) Mr Goward struck the head of one student and fined him £5,

(d) Mr Goward announced that prizes will be awarded tg those who
deserve them after the July 1907 exam, These will be
brought from Samoa by the 'J.W.t, But after the exam, no




Kiribati student received any prizes. The only prize
being given to a Samoan woman, the sister of the wife of
Jupeli. The students now believe that Mr Goward only

gives prizes to his special friends.

(e) Incident at a church meeting: Two Sundays before Communion
Sunday, Mr Goward instructed me to call a meeting of the
Church to weave mats for the thatching of houses. This work
would be done on the morning prior to the afternoon service
which was to be held at 2.30 p.me. All of us and the people
were present., When the time of the afternoon service
approached, I asked Mr Goward for further instructions to
which he replied: 'Wait till they have completed all the
weaving, cancel the service?!. The people in turn enquired
as to the service as it was after 3 p.m. They began to
mock Mr Goward. I again asked Mr Goward, but he said 'If
the weaving has finished, tell the people to go home, there
will be no church meeting'. This I relayed to the people
who felt angry and said 'It is true, he is a lying pastor?,
The effects of Mr Goward's behaviour on the people uwere
apparent during the following Sunday services; very feuw
turned upe.

(f) Request for Friday to be a day off so students could go
fishing for food was turned douwne. The students regarded
such a refusal as 'cruelty' in view of Mr Goward's tendency
to disregard the hardship student families were experiencing
at times., For instancem he would request a mat or basket
to be woven by a student's wife although her child may be

Sickc

396 Yet, despite these tensions, work continued, until Mr Goward
and the students' wives had a disagreement. This was over the
weaving of mats for Pastor Jupeli's house and his ouwn. Mr
Goward asked me to go and speak to the wives, This I did,

I spoke to Sipaia to ascertain the cause and she said 'Mr Goward




has told the women that if they do not finish the mats quickly,
all of them will be taken back (to Samoa) when the 'J.u.!
arrives!'. I tried to console and reassure them that perhaps
the missionary did not really mean what he said. But all were
emphatic that Mr Goward had sacked them. The husbands took up
this new incident to justify perhaps their leaving the school,
'Not much point for us to stay if the missionary has told our
wives that the 'J.W.' will take them.'! Later, Sipaia informed
me thatsome of the students had packed their belongings. I in
turn informed Mr Goward later that evening and he merely replied

'It is up to them, if they want to leave - go!.

From: Nokise, Uili F., 'The Role of London Missionary Society
Samoan Missionaries in the Evangelisation of the South lWest
Pacific, 1839-1930'. ANU Ph.D. thesis, 1983. Pp.394-396.




ABEMAMA AND KURIA 1909

G.M. Murdoch to Cogswell, Ag. R.C., Abemama, 4.9.1909.

On the death of Binoka his younger brother Timon became Uea,
and on his death his son Paul, who had been nominated by Binoka.

Tem Baiteke had 4 children: Tem Binoka; Nei Tea; Nei Takuauaj
and Timon.

Nei Tea had issue: Nei Takai; Nei Ruta; Ten Namoriki (known as
Ten Tekenaiti); and Hiram Teekao (an albino).

Timon had Paul and 2 daughters.

Before the birth of Paul it was assumed that Nei Ruta or Ten
Namoriki would be Uea; but Namoriki never claimed the Ueaship
and became the Chief Kaubure.

The money obtained from the sale of copra from the Kuria lands
was originally borrowed by Binoka to pay for the schooner
Coronet, bought from Henderson and Macfarlane in 1878 or there-
abouts.,

Up to 1898 the Kuria people were slaves and got nothing, or next
to nothing, from the sale of the produce of the Kuria lands,
but from 1898 they were awarded one half of the proceeds.

Tem Paul had 242 lands out of the 1,143 on Kuria.

Murdoch advised against the reversal of Telfer Campbell's decision,
which he claimed to have been accepted as just.

mahaffy to H.C., Ocean Island, 2.4.1909,.

Binoka bequeathed his estate and the title of Uea to Tem Paul,
who at his death was 9 years old.

This decision was accepted by the people and Paul was treated with
respect and affection, though petted and spoiled during his long
minority. He was harmless, inoffensive, but somewhat listless,

when Kuria was conquered in BinoXa's reign Mokore was the Uea of
Kuria.

Baiteke was the actual leader of the Abemama people in the war,
while Binoka himself stayed on Abemama.

Mokore was killed; and the few Kurians who remained were treated
as slaves without any claim to their former lands.

Abemamans took over the lands, but later passed them over to the
Uea so that he could pay for the steamer Coronet.

some Nonouti people were also brought over as slaves after the
war there, in order that they should work the lands with the
remnant of the Kuria people.




Binoka paid his servants from the produce of the lands.

On Binoka's death Ten Tebok (a slave of Binoka's) continued to
look after Kuria in Paul's interests, and sold all the produce
of the lands to visiting trading vessels.

Under Campbell's settlement Abemamans (about 80) got back their
lands, while Paul kept Binoka's private lands and the Kuria
people got a share of the copra as their pay.

® o0 a0 60 0 0000000

Murdoch to R.C., Abemama, 12.5.1910.

Report of meeting of Kuria landowners on 11.5.1910.
Prior to the war of TEMOKORO many Abemamans held land on Kuria,

The war of Temokoro was won by the Abemamans, who took the land
of the defeated Kurians.

After the war of TEUEANTATAUA he (Note; who was he?) was defeated
and his personal lands were taken by Baiteke and his relatives.

The produce of the lands was requested by Binoka to buy the
Coronet, but as the Kurians continued to bring tribute to the
Abemamans Binoka destroyed their canoes so that they could not
get to Abemama.,

Quote Dickson, A8+ R.C. to H.C., 14.8.1912, which records the
agreement on the lands question between Paul and the other
landowners and the Kurians.

The Abemaman landowners were confirmed in possession and Paul
received 20 lbs of copra per piece of land. The Agreement
was dath 13-7.19120
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Gilbert and Ellice Islands

“The future status of the Gilbert and Ellice Islands is foé%hadowed by
the fact that the 38,000 Micronesians who live in the sixteen Gilbert
Islands are already thinking of some type of association with their
fellow Micronesians in the American Marshall Islands, and the 10,000
Polynesians who live on eight of the nine Ellice Islands are looking
to their fellow Polynesians in American Samoa. In their view, they

might fare better under American guidance". Remnants of Empire, p.71.
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L.M.S. Chronicle (1951), pp.92-93.

3 L

: :
\\‘ by Emlyn Jones
(Gilbert Islands)

There are several villages on Beru besides
the big Rongorongo Institution. At one of
these took place the tragedy, due to the
demon of drink, which Mr.:Jones tells below

Beru

THE big maneaba (equivalent to a village hall)
"at leriko Village on Beru had just been completed.
The last line of thatch had been laid. As is the
custom . after finishing a heavy communal job,
merriment and festivities were the order of the day.
The people of Ieriko invited their neighbours from
Taboeaki village'to join them in games and dances.
The stretch of broken road leading to Ieriko was
a gay scene as men, women and children, dressed
in their brightest coloured loincloths, ambled along
it, carrying their food in woven baskets suspended
on poles carried shoulderwise, one pole between
two persons.

By sundown the maneaba was dense with people.
An open space had been made in the centre of the
squatting throng. Here one group after another
swayed and gestured in concerted movement,
accompanied by loud thumping on a tin drum and
rhythmic handclapping and chanting of spectators.
As the evening quickly deepened into darkness a

few flickering hurricane lamps cast a faint glow .

on the dancers. TR

Outside, a solitary figure, arms swinging rather
too wildly for sobriety, hurried through the village
of deserted huts towards the glow and noise
of the maneaba. Bakarere, a young man from
Taboeaki village, had Ekeen celebrating the return,
from training in Fiji, of his cousin, a young Govern-
ment school teacher. He had celebrated in sour
toddy, the fermented juice of the palm.

The night was still young for Bakarere. Ahead
in the maneaba was more hilarity and fun. ‘ Stoop-
ing below the low ‘eaves, he stumbled into the
midst of the seated crowd. }-Ic went across to
the section allocated by native custom ‘to his
family. As he approached his father looked up,
and there was no welcoming §m11c on his face
and no word of greeting on his lips.

After an awkward pause, Bakarere growled,
« ’m hungry, give me some of that feod.”

« My son, you are drunk; youshame me before
the people,” said his father. “ Go home and cast
no more shame upon my head.”

These words angered Bakarere, vet he still feared
his father’s authority. He would not- go home;
he moved away to another part of the maneaba.
He sat down on a mat woven from palm leaves,
angry resentment smouldering within him, "He
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Tragedy

was not a child to be sent away hungry. Was not
he a man like his father? He would prove his
manhood before the assembled villagars.
Standing up, he crossed his arms over his chest
and began to slap the bicep muscles. of his arms
in the traditional manner of challenging others to
fight him. He shouted to the surprised revellers,
“] want to fight ; I'll fight anyone here—come
on! Get up somebody and fight me !
Conciliatory voices cried out, ** Sit down with
peace.” Angry women shouted, ** You're drunk.
Go away from here.”” Some Gilbertese policemen,
distinguished only by their red-striped khaki loin-
cloths, stood up and expostulated with him. This
made Bakarere angrier. Seeing that he was getting
out of control, a couple of policemen closed with

~ him, intending to bundle the rowdy disturber out -
of the maneaba.

One of the policemen, a lean
man in his thirties, Timeon by name, put his arms
around Bakarere to pinion him.

As he did so, Bakarere whipped out a toddy-
cutting knife from beneath his loincloth and thrust
it deeply into Timeon's left side. Holding his
wounded side and groaning with pain and fright,
Timeon stumbled across the muaneaba to where
his wife and children were sitting.

Bakarere looked on dazed and uncomprehend-
ing. Timeon was his friend ! °

The unfortunate victim was carried to a nearby
hut. Before daybreak he was dead.

The following day the native magistrate asked
me to conduct Timeon's burial service. Would
I also permit the Ist Gilberts Scout Troop to
parade as a token of respect for the deceased?
We assembled at Rongorongo and went across
the lagoon to the Government station in our
lighter. Arriving, we marched to lIeriko village.
I went to the hut where Timeon’s body lay on a
mat covering the coral shingle floor. Alongside
it was a crudely-made crate that was his coffin.
There had not been enough wood to complete it §
large gaps separated the planks. On one plank
were the words, * Philips Valves,” on another
the Australian announcement, * Tooth’s Pale Ale.”
The wood was from packing-cases used for sending
supplies to the local wireless operator. Gilbertese
are usually buried in mats made from pandanus
leaves, and so this imitation of European custom




was a pathetic endeavour to show great respect.
.con's relatives were honoured by such prestige.
A imat was rolled around Timeon; accompanied
by the loud wailing of his wife and children, he
was lifted into the crate. A Union Jack was
wrapped around it, hiding the gaps from view.
We began to proceed along the long dusty road
to the end of the island where the cemetery was.
It was getting rather dark, so I borrowed a kerosene
lamp. When we came to the track that led off
the road through some bush to the cemetery it
was night.. As we turned off into the bush a
number faltered and hung back, fearing the dark-
ness of the bush where one might meet Timeon’s
wandering spirit. However, plucking up courage
at the presence of a European with a lamp, they
ultimately followed us along the track to the
burial ground. By the glow of the lamplight
Timeon was laid to rest in the sandy coral.

In the limestone prison at the Government
station Bakarere sat, now sober and sobbing with

heartbreaking remorse. Timeon’s bereft wife
clamoured for ‘his death. She came to sce me.
Standing on my veranda, sht=T shrieked, ** White
missionary . - - a life for a life. Bakarere took
the life of him who was mine; he must give his
life, too, that is right and just.”

Bakarere was of the same mind as Timeon's
wife. ; s

« [ killed my friend,” he said; *I, too, should
die. My life for his; that is the price of my evil
work." f o :

He spent his days reading his Bible and praying
to the God Whose image, created in His likeness,
he had destroyed. .

The law did not require Bakarere’s life ; he
was sentenced to ten years’ imprisonment for
hogéf?écrlz.the tragedy therfe had been much spiritual
backsliding at leriko village. Many had been
dropped from Church membership because of
drunkenness and immorality. A Ylll.ag_er name',d
Boati had led a revival of t_he old animistic WOI’Shl.p
of a tree spirit called Beiamatekai, He and his
followers made a * sacred clearing ™ around. a
tree. The branches of the tree were adorned with
feathers to form a big cross. At its foot were
ced large coral slabs, votive offerings of tobacco,
money and food were deposited beneath
The worshippers sat outside of tht::
£ earing,” only Boati and five or six o
h;zag:gt:,lﬂs called “ the Tremblgrs & (b_ecuuse of
the frenzied movements of their 'bodles when
ssed ') were allowed to stand in t_he c]eareq
space. With incantations a‘nd chanting Boati
would wave a palm frond .wh:ch apparently acted
as a conductor transmitting the power of the
spirit from the tree to the.palm frond. When
“ possessed,” Boati transmitted the * power X
through his palm frond to the fronds held by his

pla
matches ;
these stones:

** posse
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assistants, who in turn became ** possessed,” and
with much chanting, wild dancing and abandon-
ment passed it on to the devotees squatting out-
side the low stone boundary of the **sacred
clearing,” they, too, waving palm fronds.

Timeon’s sudden and tragic death was a shock
to all the villagers. They began to searcn their
hearts. Pastor Ariu called the people to repent-
ance. More than fifty of these backsliders re-
nounced pagan worship in order to become
Christian seekers.. Timeon’s death seemed a
pathetic waste of a man’s life, but through his
death others sought- the Life which the Saviour
of the World died to give.

‘The Beatity of [doliness
'by S. E. Ffrench

I TooK the accompanying snapshot early one

Easter morning. It was an important day in the
- lives of the girls in the eighth standard of Jam-

malamadugu Boarding School, for after attending

several classes they were ready to be given the

right hand of fellowship as they joined the Church,

and partook of Holy Communion for the first time
_ in their lives.

I wish my camera could reproduce the colours
of this Easter scene : the milk-chocolate brown
of the girls’ skins contrasted with their white
saris; the blue shadows in the folds of the latter
cast by the early morning sun; the raven’s-wing
sheen of their sleeky oiled hair; their brightly-
hued glass bangles; the blue sky showing through
the cross-shaped window of their school chapel.
etc., etc.

These girls are all from outcaste village homes.
The majority will become tedachers and nurses,
almost certainly all will become wives and maybe
mothers. None of these girls are angels; some
are real schoolgirl * imps,” yet they remind one
inevitably of the words, ** O worship the Lord in
- the beauty of holiness." ;




