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MALDEN TSLAND Miscellaneous Notes on Project

(1) Benjamin B. Nicholson, Wellington St., St. Kilda.

B.B. Nicholson and Co., merchants, 8 Elizabeth St.,
Melbourne. (Merchants, agents, etc.).

Above from Sands & McDougall's Melbourne Directory, 1864.
W. Benjamin Barnard Nicholson.

(2) Mr and Mrs Legre, 6 Monaro Road.

(3) ¥Mr Brett, sen., 120 Williams Street, Melbourne.




| 98 Cornwall Gardens,
London, S.W.7,
19th September, 1962.

MI’ RIL. DI'OI',

27 Grasmere Avenue,
Merton Park,
LONDON, S,™,19.

Dear Vr Drew,

My wife and T are writing a short history of the Malden
Tsland guano trade and several members of the CGrice family in
Melbourne have suesrested to us that you may have some information
on this subject - letters, accounts, newspaper cuttings, or
anything at all - which you might be willing to let us see.

Should this be the fortunate case we should be glad to
cull on you at any time you nominate.

T do hope that you will excuse me for thus troubling you,
but T'm sure that you will apnreciate that it is indeed difficult
to find people who still remember the old days on Malden.

Yours sincerely,

HeBo “Iud._.
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3 Robert,
Herewith the two letters from Urbanivicz.
You said that you might 1ike to extract certain
data on manuscripts contained in them.

Please send them back on completion of

your task.
Ly
T
3.2.72
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Department of Pacific History,
3lst October, 1957.

Flight Lieutenant XK. MOC\lllouﬂh’ M.B.E. g ReAdAeFa (REt'do )’
15 Flat 'The Rockfort!, 59 Upper Pitt Street,
KIARIBELLI, Sydney, N.S.W.

Dear Mr MceCullough,

I am returning herewith the photographs you so kindly
lent me, with many thanks indeed for letting me borrow them.
I should have given them back long ago but T had been keeping
them safe to return to you personally on my next visit to
Sydney.

This event should have taken place weeks ago but it
kept getting postponed, for one resson or another, so I am
now packing them a&s csrefully as T ean and getting a friend
to post them in Sydney. They are less likely to get damaged
that way than if they travelled in a mail bag the whole
Journey from Camberra.

I had the photograshs examined by experts, who reported
that they could be copied but that 1t would give a far better
result 1f the copies could be made from originals,

I shall therefore appesl to Miass McCullough of Burwood
to sllow her originals to be copled professionally in lelbourne,
But there i1s no hurry, as I shall not be in & position to write
up the lMalden materiasl for some time to come.

I nust thenk you also for the copy of a letter to you
from the Ministry of Supply people in Melbourne, which Miss
Leeson duly forwarded. It 1s rather as one thought, and
reinforces my determinstion not to believe anything in the
dally press; but how did they come to get hold of the name
MeCullought

‘Anyway 1t does not seem thet snything was retrieved
from the lsland worth trying to get possession of (at least
no-one is prepared to admit thet anything of value was taken).
Coples of the more ilmportsnt letters covering the World War I
period are still kept by Mr Grice: 1ts the sarlier records
that are missing.

Again many thanks for yvour interes




MALDEN TISLAND

Photographs of HMalden Island.

A. Originals in possession of Miss Eileen lcCullough, 7 Tyne
Street, Burwood E 13, Melbourne, Victoria.

Coples in possession of Flight Lieutenant K. McCullough,
M.B.E., R.A.A.F. (Ret'd), 15 Flat "The Rockfort", 59
Upper Pitt Street, Kirribilli, Sydney, N.S.W.

(1) The Flag Staff - Malden Island.

(2) Drying a Wet Guano Heap - Malden Island.
(3) Brunnville - Malden Island.

(4) Sail Waggons - Malden Islande

(6) The West End - Malden Island.

(6) The Wharf - Malden. Tsland.

(7) Loading Guano - Malden Island.

(8) Cooks Island Natives - Malden TIsland.

(9) Traders House and Store - Rarotonga. (c.1895).

B. Flight Lieutenant McCullough has 8lso:=

(10) an original photo of his father, John McCullough,
who was second in command on Malden during
Abraham McCullough's first period there and who
died in Melbourne on Oct.l7, 1944; and

(11) some photographs of early days on Nauru.

C. JMrs Horn hes a photograph of the schooner which went round
the Cook Islands on behalf of the Malden Company.

S e 0000 0 8006 b 00
e % 05 00 20
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Malden Island

Notes from Flight<Lieutenant K. McCullough:-

(1) Captain Clagg, the representative of United Press
in Melbourne, had a grand-father who was wrecked on

Malden.

(2) Abrahsm McvCullough had two stays on Malden.

Between them he logt his money on land.

(3) Flight Lieutenant McCullough has some reference on
the coral of lalden. I did not quite get what it

was about but 1t might be worth checking up on.

8 sas 00 Rt 9o



COPY/ AW,
UNITED KINGDOMMINISTRY OF SUPPLY STAFF
339Swanston Street,

Telegrams: Splymin, MELBOURNE. Ce 1.
Melbourne.
Telephone: FB 0261 11th September, 1957+

Our Ref, SMs1026

Flight Lieutenant K. Iﬂ.Cullough, M.B.E., ReAsA. P, (Ret'do)
15 Flat "The Rockfort",

59 U per Pitt Street,

Kirribilli,

Sydney’

NEW SOUTH WALES

Dear Sir,

In Mr. Charleston's letter of the 28th
June you were informed that your request for assistance in
recovering diaries of Abraham McCullough which were stated
in a press report to have been found in a hut on Malden
Island had been referred to the Ministry of Supply in
London.

The Ministry of Supply and the Air
Ministry have investigated the press reports and they have
told us that there was no foundation for the story that
officers found diaries on the island. Vhen the first
party landed on Malden Island, one house, almost certainly
that of the old manager, was standing. It was very
geriously damaged both by exposursg to the weather and
apparent bombardment from a passing ship.

There was a large quantity of old doc-
umentse There were bills or records of stores delivered
and supplied, time sheets for native labourers, etc. In
addition, there were a few letters addressed to the manager
from his Company Headquarters in AuSFralia and copies of his
replies. All were dated in the period covéring the Firgt
World War, long after the date when Abraham MeCullough had
died in 1597. There were also a few books and periodicals

of the same period.

| ks wwe Tomallls 0 the house were destroyed

e by f;re to prevent their uge as g sty by the wild pigs J
running loose on the Islavud., Before this was done the
senior officers had a good look through the building and

personally satisfied themselves that nothing remained in it
of any real historieal value,

Yours faithfully,

{sGD.) R. Anderson.

(R. ANDERSON. )




COPY/ AW,

UNITED KINGDOMMINISTRY OF SUPPLY STAFF

339Swanston Street,
Telegrams: Splymin,
Melbourne.

MELBOURNE.Cw 1«

Telephone: FB 0261 11th September, 1957«
Our Ref, SMs1026

Flight Lieutenant K. M.Cullough, IdtBIEO’ R.AA. P, (Ret'd-)
15 Flat "The Rockfort",

59 Upper Pitt Street,

Kirribilli,

Sydney,

NEY SOUTH WALBS

Dear Sir,

In Mr. Charleston's letter of the 28th
June you were informed that your request for assistance in
recovering diaries of Abraham McCullough which were stated
in a press report to have been found in a hut on Malden
Island had been referred to the Ministry of Supply in
Londone

The Ministry of Supply and the Air
Ministry have investigated the press reports and they have
told us that there was no foundation for the story that
officers found diaries on the island. When the first
party landed on Malden Island, one house, almost certainly
that of the o0ld manager, was standing. It was very
gseriously damaged both by exposurg to the weather and
apparent bombardment from a passing ship.

There was a large quantity of old doc-
umentse. There were bills or records of stores delivered A
and supplied, time sheets for native labourers, etc. In
addition, there were a few letters addressed to the manager
from his Company Headquarters in Australia and copies of his
replies. All were dated in the period covering the First
World War, long after the date when Abrsham MeCullough had
died in 1897. There were also a few books and periodicals
of the same period.

The remains 0f The house were destroyed
by fire to prevent their use as a sty by the wild pigs
running loose on the Isdaad. Before this was done the
senior officers had a good look through the building and
personally satisfied themselves that nothing remained in it
of any real historical value,

Yours faithfully,

{S6D.) R. Anderson.

(R« ANDERSON,)
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_MALDEN ISLAND CLIMATE

(8, H. Clayton, World Weather Becords, Smithsonian Miscellaneous -
Collections, vol. 79, Angust 22, 1937, pp. 122-123, 1159-1161.)

SOUTH PACIFIC
MALDEN ISLAND,

Pl . e i W
- H e Y o shil T, " . - '
Lat., 49 1" §, I.g_n‘, 15;? 1_!_':’ e

e L e

Pregsure.

=

g i b
AL T e
-

Authorities: 1890 March to 1918 August. Manuseript returns
communicated by the Malden Island Propristary
Company, Limited, and filed in the Meteorological
Office, London.

Site: 1890 March to 1897 April « - . . + « + « « » 6 1/2 feet
1897 July ¢0 1901 May . . . . . . . « « . - 1B »
1901 June t0 1909 June . . . . . . . S e ST $
1909 July %o 1911 Awgust « . . . . . . . . . 20 .
1911 September to 1912 November . . . . . . 29 .
1913 December to 1918 August . . . . . . . . 26 "

All values are reduced to Mean Sea Level by corrections
"glven in Table A.

Table A. Corrections to reduce pressure values to Mean Sea Level from
various heights.

6 1/3 feet «007 inch 20 feet .020 inch.
18 feet + .018 inch 29 feet + 030 ¥
23 feet + .02¢ * 26 feet ¢ 027 *

Instrument: From 1890 March to 1897 April, an unknown barometer with
an index error correction of $.004" was in use.
From 1897 July probably up to 1918 August, barometer
¥o.C.683 (Adle) with mo known index error correction
was in wuse.

Eours: The hour of observation was 9B throughout.

Hotes: All values are corrected to mormal gravity (lat. 459) by
mlm a Gmtin .f - -07‘ 1‘.0 or - .07? hl
according to the barometer reading.

The pressure values from September 1918 were not
considered sufficiently reliable to be included.




Temperature and Precipitation.

Authorities:

Site:

As for Pressure, 1918 September to 1919 October from
. the same source.

As for Pressure. | . o0 inohes

Obnmtlom ‘!hh ‘standard sdopted is the mean of the dry buld

gy = ia

4
‘?'. -
I.I"'.
"3
-
-
5
y 4

. observations at 9B, as it was found on examination

~“of the mean dally MEXtwmn wnd minisms-values.that
for a number of years these mnmtan were
mordlng meomcily 5

[

- et | S Sl b B el I Sd o

b wihat =
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(MALDEN WEATHER RECORDS -2-)

Pressure at sea level: Cor. to 32° F. and to Grav. at 45° Lat.
Means of deily obaservations at 9B, 29 inches +

Date Jan. Feb., Mar. Apr, May June July Aug. Sept, Oct. Nov, Dee. Year

18% -_ - .-m .839 08&6 0858 0%3 0870 n855 t&? c-m .w -_

1891 -309 sfd 0830 0838 0343 0856 -82“? .847 ‘888_ 08% .859 -843 .843
1892 .812 .820 .799 .827 .863 .802 .820 .86 -85, .853 .799 .821 826
1893 .790 .824 .857 .824 .847 .820 .839 .860 .865 .826 858 .815 .835
189‘ lm 68% .818 .801 .813 .30_3 0832 - an o & A o

1895 .772 .817 .792 .827 845 .819 ,831 821 .87 .816 .838 .759 815

1896 .803 .798 .789 .808 .832 .816 .829 ,835 .827 .833 .816 769 813
1M -732 0774 0798 0814* - - 0319 0828 0834 .844 0842 le - J
1898 o e .. - 2 - 0841 ﬂ851 18“ 0859 0781 ¢819 ':
1399 0811 0832 csu 0787 .811 i817 - - - - - ™
B 107 057 3557 250 a2 et hen 26 N6 SES Sl

1901 778 .815 .799 .800 .809 .853 .830 .873 .911 .881 .866 .814 .836
1902 .818 .849 .785 .806 .820 .800 .795 ,808 .821 -849 .788 748 807
1”3 I762 .301 -W3 -831 9820 P i~ il t897 1881 4 - -
1904 - - 826 .809 ,839 .839 .825 .830 .853 821 ,787 782 -
1905 789 .745 831 .823 ,802 .807 .807 .827 .87 .806 .850 .81, .8l2

19“ .?5‘ -&22 9_846 0‘3‘ .m .309 ;313 lm 0813 l313 .806 «799 .,813
1907 .802 .836 .811 .825 .89 .802 ,80, .837 .868 .866 .835 .801 827
1908 ,826 .828 .833 .814 .872 ,859 .869 872 .897 .889 .860 .832 .85
1909 .827 .855 ,818 ,860 ,868 .856 .858 886 ,877 .870 .83, 816 .852
1910 .794 .818 .816 .806 868 .860 .871 884 .890 ,916 848 .861 852

1911 .841 .828 .855 .83, .856 .862 .8/8 .842 .862 «865 .85, .821 847
1912 - - 1 24 - - -» i .m 0864 0875 a875 o“l -
1913 .864 .882 .867 .862 ,870 .893 .866 - - - =) o -
1914 .839 .841 .844 .853 .829 .824 .836 .841 .852 .842 ,835 .806 837
1915 .738 .m .m - c315 ¢33¢‘ 0“7 '867 0855 0857 -874 -‘51 -

1916 .855 .850 .85, .881 - +851 ,855 .931 .907 .906 .890 .877 -
1917 .890 .92, .866 .278 ,906 .89 .883 .925 -938 912 .893 .876 .899
19.1‘ -m 08” .876 0846 -a“ 0-849 tw lm = = i~ ol

H'n_..i ._‘11 0827- ’325 -829 0842 1837 QS” .857 -366 0358 .'3‘ .81‘ 0837
#18 days' observations only, '
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(MALDEN I. WEATHER REGORD -3-)
Temperature in degrees F,
lMean of one observation daily at oh,

Jen. Feb, Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept.Oct, Nov. Dec.

Date Year
1890 - = 84,0 84,2 82.8 84.1 83.7 83.7 84.3 84.5 84.2 85.2 -
1891 86.3 86.2 86.7 86.8 86.8 85.6 85.0 85.2 84.6 85.7 85.2 84.3 85.7
1892 84.5 84.6 84.8 84.4 84.4 83.8 83,5 83.5 83.2 83.4 82.6 82.7 83.8
1893 82.7 83.0 82.8 83,7 82,7 82.0 83.5 82.9 33.5 82.5 83.3 83.2 83.0
1894 8302 83 3 8303 83 2 8300 8412 84. s -
1895  85.1 84.8 85.3 85.4 85,1 84.9 84.4 84.5 84 ' | 85 6 85.3 85.9 85.1
1896 85.9 86.1 85.7 84.8 85,5 85.8 86.2 86.7 86.1 87.6 87.6 86.7 86.2
1597 bt - e - - 85-8 8&.0 8502 86 6 3607 8702 85 7 -
1898 85.7 84-7 85.7 85.0 86.0 - 8505 85.0 85 5 85.5 85.0 8308 .
18% 8402 8403 8505 &02 8502 850 - ~ -
lm - - - - - - - e - - - 85.6 85- -
1901 85.6 85.7 86.8 86,8 5.3 84.9 85.3 84.7 85.5 £5.9 86.3 84.0 85.6
1902 84.7 84.6 84.5 84.4 85.4 86,0 86,3 86,1 87.1 86,5 85.7 87.2 85.7
1903 83.6 86,0 87.5 86.3 85,2 85.6 85,2 -~ 84,.885.0 - - - -
190" - = 85 5 84 9 840# 8&07 8404 8505 35.2 36.1 86.‘ 8504 -
1905 83.2 85.2 82.9 86.6 85,4 85.5 86.0 86.0 87,0 87.6 87.3 87.2 85.8
1906 87.4 84.6 87.0 86.5 85,8 86.5 85,5 84.6 86.4’ :2" 5.0 84.7 85.8
1907 84.9 84.2 85,0 86,3 85.3 85.3 85.1 85.6 85.6 86.6 85.6 85.4 85.4
1908 82.8 34.3 3‘09 85.4 84.8 &07 8506 85.‘ &-4&-2 B‘m? 8_3.2 84.6
1910 82.8 83.8 83.1 83.0 83.2 84.2 83.4 83.7 84.0 83.6 83,5 82.6 83,4
1911 3.1 83.9 62.8 83.9 85,3 85.1 84.8 85.5 87.0 85.2 86.1 84.4 84,8
1912 84.5 83.2 86.8 84.9 86.0 86.6 84.2 85.5 85.3 85.1 84.7 84.5 85,1
1913 84.4 83.7 84.6 84.7 84.2 84.1 85.2 - - = = B5.3 -
1914 82.8 83,3 82.5 85.1 83.9 85.3 86,2 86.9 86.8 84.8 86,5 87,2 85.1
1915 84.0 84.8 82.9 85,2 87.2 86.7 85.9 85.3 85.4 85.3 84.6 85.0 85.2
1916 84.1 84.0 83.9 84,0 - 84.9 84.4 83.9 83.1 83,0 82.0 80.8 -
1917 81.5 82.2 81.8 81,7 82.8 83.0 83,6 83.3 82.8 83,4 82.2 82.2 82.5
1918 82.8 84.2 82.9 84.1 83.8 85,5 84.9 84.6 86.2 84,5 26.6 87,0 8.8
1919 85.4 84.8 85.2 84.3 85,2 85.1 85,2 89.3 8,.5 84.8 - - %
M'ns 84.2 84!4‘ 8406 84-8 a‘ls 85.0 84-9 84-9 85n2 85.1 85-0 8"06 84-8

— . % s el

b e i



(MALDEN WEATHER RECORD -4-)

Precipitation in inches, Totals

Dl.tr‘ Jlm.

Fﬂba m.

Apr.

May June July Aug. Sept,Oct, Nov. Des,

Year

1890 =~

1891 0,57
1892 0.63
1893 0,00
1894 0.24
1895 0,10

1896 0,06
1897 2.75
1898 0.00
1899 0,09
1900 19.48

1901 1.55
1902 0.24
1903 15.24
1904 =

1905 15.45

1906 1.45
1907 0,00
1908 0,10
1909 0,16
1910 0.15

1911 1.3
1912 4.06
1913 0.49
1914 17.02
1915 17.22

1926 1.31
1917 0.02
1918 0.66

- 0.59

0.06 0,72
0.09 2.35
0,00 0.43
0.35 4.09
0.08 1,34

0.09 4.91
5463 7.66
0.37 2.15
0.97 2.17
303’ 6083

0.21 0.15
0.27 5.13
0.35 1.59

0.32
2-43 13.17

4.88 1,46
0,21 0,39
0,07 0.45
0.23 2.25
0.31 3.38

0,00 4.95
9:.27 1.74
1.22 0,57
4472 25,73

0.65

1.98
2:40
0,87
Ted2
0.91

3.61
5,11
9,86
3.00

3.05
5.62
3042
5,00

0,29

0.94
Re45
1,06
5,20
0.40

5.10
1.84
3.33
7456

1.22
6.31
3.7
3.78

0,95

1,01
3.10
2.,07
2,02
0.83

0.28
0,11
1.11
1.87
0,00
1.73

0.85
1,20

6449 12,30 12.49

3440
0,47
1.24
1.26
5.91

he5
1.16
0.45
2,76
0.88

1.28
2,81

4eTh 25,65 13,34  4oTT

0,08 2,92

2,18

00.’2 1." 5056 306”

0.25 1.27

5436

4o 40

1919 13,20 14.85 16,25 19.10 14.03

M'ng 4,06 2,00 4.7 4463 A2

1,05
2.13
0.42
0.95
0.33

1.14

oou 1.” 0018 0.10 0.61 0.18 -

1.06 0.53 0,78 0,29 0,00 0,00 7,94
o.z..t 0.70 1.44 0.01. 0.11 0.20 7.33

0015 - -
0.48 0.3‘ OOW 0.17 0.53 olu 5.”

0.4k 0453 044 0,43 0.78 1,89 18,56
7013 4.” 0.32 O.N 0.12 0-51 -
0.78 0.15 0.48 0,91 0.00 0,00 =
3edkh 2,86 0,48 5.27 0.13 0.16 29.87
4e35 225 0.42 0,00 0,00 0,00 49,13

0,61 0,34 0,09 0.11 0,05 0.05 7.43
1,72 5,56 3.03 2.14 8,72 0.47 40.94

0Q73 - ocw OOm - -

0-7’ 2.12 1021 OQB‘? 0.95 1.89 o

4,73 3,78 2.65 1.15 1,65 0,97 77.31

0.81 3!32 0.2’ 0021 0.“ 0.3‘ 21.53
2,00 1.48 0.37 0,25 0,41 0,07 8.94
0,31 0.39 0.17 0,10 0,12 0,13 3.95
1,86 1.14 0,05 0,00 0,13 0,12 10.91
0,57 0.75 0,05 0,27 0.03 0,00 12,63

0.90 0,88 0,26 1.26 0,04 8,20 22.46

1.72 10,10 0.88 0,90 o.?a 0,73 0,00 39.41

5:32
3.05
1.18

0+50
1,80
0.92
6425

1494

7 02 - - - 1.22 -
1,04 1,36 2,14 9,57 3.17 2.60 93.58

on” 0-1. 0.31 0 12 0031 0019 r

1,08 1,06 0,69 0,02 0,20 0,16 16,49
0.40 2,92 0,78 1.30 0,59 1.85 20,70

4:30 3,26 2,80 1,40 - =

2,01 1,63 0,85 0,97 0.75 0,80 28,62

(95.45)





