






















































































































































































































































































































































































They object to the fact that about ten times as much of the profit goes
to the Gilbert and Ellice Islands Colony administration (from which they receive
no services) as goes to them; this is considered near theft.

The people regard their crusade as right in Christian-moral terms, and they
are charging their Island Council with the responsibility of going out and
winning the case.21

Getting the money is an actualization of group autonomy and a conservation
of group identity; the amount envisioned would allow a high level of consumption
of goods and services; it would give people freedom to do what they want. As
conceptualized, it would solve a multiplicity of problems and allow the expression
of a multiplicity of commitments at onme stroke, Broadly, the pattern suggests a
shift from a socially totalistic response to a culturally totalistic one. Ocean
Island land can act as a dedifferentiating or integrating symbol.

And there 1s something else, On Ocean Island some modern orientations
developed in the context of what was almost a company town, Rambi is quite
different., Without such an industrial enterprise it may be difficult to build
the infrastructure which would support the valued level of consumption and
services without becoming even more involved in Fiji-wide activity. The scale
of the community may be inadequate to support certain levels of differentiation,
and to permit of an organization which would give the people what they want,
with a concurrent impleméntation of the value of maintaining community identity
and integrity in a concrete way, Perhaps even witha phosphate windfall, this is
a problem which in the long run will have to be faced: a more systematic ranking
of goals, or their revision. The phosphate issue deflects attention from

potentially very basic contradictions in the system.
























