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BORDER TOWN AND UNIVERSITY
BLOCK RAILWAY. -

| _Mr. Hardy, M.P., accompanied by Mr.
. Fraser, M.P., waited on the C min:sinj;mr of
- Public Works (Hon. J. G. Ramsay) on Wed-
nesday, July 5, for the purpose of presenti |
a memorial signed by twenty-nine influenti
. residents in the Hundreds of Tatiara and
Wirrega, in which they asked that a siding
be put down on the from Custon,
University Block, to Border Town, between |
the south-eastern corner of Section 317 and
the eastern corner of Section 318, Hundred of
Tatiara, for the following reasons:—(1.) The

site mentioned was the natural and most con-
v;n%ﬁtfarthafs:mmﬁthe rtion |
) irrega, and a large portion of Tatiara
lying adjacent to it. {&eoBy constructing

e siding the Government would reap a
benefit by the ] of wheat and other
goods which would otherwise be conveyed to
the present terminus, viz., University Block.
(3.) That if the siding be not constructed the
| | memorialists did not doubt but that it would
be necessary to construct and maintain a
main road through the above hundreds to
Custon, the present natural roads being chuite
| unequai to the traffic which they would be
obliged to carry. _

Mr. HArDY said he went further than the
memorialists, and said that somehow a breach
of faith had been committed, not only as
regards the peugée of the district, but as'
regards the members for the district.. When'
the Railway Bill was brought forward by the
Government the session ore last, it was
pmﬁnsed to carry the line due north as far
as the main road from Border Town to Lock-
hart’s Gate, and this was so obviously unfair
to the people to the westward that the DBill
was opposed by the members for the district
and wn out. Next year the members |
| for the district came forward with strong
| representations from all the ple in the
'| neighbourhood that the line that would best
suit the country was a line from University
Block to Border Town. It was then pro- |
posed by the Government: to ran,
as far north as the corner of Sec-!
'| tion ‘832, and to 0 dircet from
‘| there to Border Town. He and his colleazue |
{| pointed out that this line would not meet the
wants of the settlers fo the westward, and
that the line should be carried to Sections |
317 and 318, on the road from Mundulla, and
' then go to Border Town. This route was |
| adopted, and it was clearly understood that
| a stopping - place would be made at
. Sections 317 and 318. . To his surprise

he heard in December last that instead |
~of a stopping rlace being made as préviously

understood a station was to be erected at

Section 332, and he afterwardsfound that the

contract ]{_:':la.na bore this out. He did com-
- plain that a breach of faith had been com-
mitted, and contend that the residents in the
district had a right to a stopping-place at
Section 317. They had no objection to a sta-
EA tion at Section if there was any traffic |
to accommodate. He would also call atten- |
tion to another matter. In March last My, |
| Henning and himself waited on the Commis- |
| sioner to ask that a road should be cleared |
| from Custon, University Block, direct to the
| Border, as it was thought that such a road '
| would accommodate the wheat traffic from
Victoria, This had been promised, but
nothing had been done to clear the road
referred to; on the contrary, preparations
had been made to clear aroad from Section .
332 to Lockhart’s Gate, and as the whole of
the Victorian wheat country on the border
was to the south of Lockhart’'s Gate, the
traffic would have to go ina northern-westerly
direction en to the south-west, in order
to reach the railway at a point much to the
north of University Block. He hoped
the Commissioner would see to this matter, |

The CoMmMIssIONER said, in replying, that
L Mr. Hardy ‘put up an Aunt Sally in the

alleged breach ‘of faith; just, to have it
knocked down again, because when the Rail-
! way Bill was being discussed no mention was
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| made at all about a station -- made at
he corners of Sections 317 and 318, whereas
it was always understood that there must be
a station on Section 332 or 345, and indeed he
believed this was mentioned in the Bill. It
was stated over and over again in the debate
on the Bill that the station should be tkere
to accommodate the traffic crossing over from
Victoria by Lockhart’s Gate, and it was never
contemplated that there would be a.ndy neces-
sity for another station between it and Border
Town, a %ﬂ! only about seven miles.
| No faith had broken, neither had any
attempt been made to do so; but if it were
shown on enquiry that a siding were neces-
sary at Sections 317 and 318 to accommodate
the traffie he would certainly be in favour of
making it. “The whole of the argument ad- |
dreuog to him had ignored the existence of
e e e
' country which he e thoug ¢
fmgy tratfic would go to the best market
with their wheat, and there were alwaya
more buyers centred about a town where
there was a mill than to an outside station.
With reference to the question of roads he had
romised that there should be a road cleared
m - University  Block "to the border,
but so many different routes had been pro-
: that he was not going to be led nm
y any individual representation, He _

promised a certain and the clearing
would be done. (Mr. Hardy—They :-:3

traffic from across the border, but it wuas no

argument.why the other work should be
|| neglected. Orders had been %wan to get it

done and he would see that it was done as
goon as possible. il bﬁ |
_ Mr. HArDY said that as some donbt had
| been thrown on his statement about the

station at Sections 317 and 318 having been |
Eﬁmised he must reiterate ﬂmg hﬂimllz

t while he did not question ‘what too

place in the islative  Couneil, it
was _distinctly understood in the As.
sembly that that should be the site.
(The Commissioner, “It would be an absurd
thing to do.”) The plan he had shown the
Commissioner was the very one he had shown
the House when the compromise was made,
and as regards the traffic going to Section 332
1t always went to University Block. -

The CoMMIssIONER said that he had a man
showing that the Victorian Government pro-
ec'ed taking their line to the border still
urther north than Lockhart's-gate to get into
good country,

Mr. HARDY replied that all the zood cona.
try lay between the lels of Lockhart’s- |
Eate and University Block and north of the

ate 1t was sandy both in South Australia I

' and Victoria.
~ The interview then terminated.,

Tae NorTHERN TERRITORY.—The re- 2.8
port of Professor Tate on his recent visit 2
to the Northern Territory, addressed to| /&8
the Minister of Education, was laid before

the House of Assembly yesterday., To~
call it a disappointing document would
be unfair; but it reminds one of ‘a
chapter of a serial novel, which discloses
suflicient of the plot to awaken curiosity
as to what the end will be, We suppose -
no one was sanguine enough te hope
that the , Professor’s hurried inspec-
tionn of s small portion 'of the |
Territory would enable him to throw






