 toexchange ideas with a real live Greek about -
%8.tod over the chances of doing ditto with a
- German; therefore it is more desirable thathe -
: a viva voce examination was
held in Greek, but not in German ; no doubt
Ahis is @8 it should be, There is one other
matter to which I would seriously desireto
- direct the attention of all interested in com-
- petitive examirations, and I do so now with-
- out besitation, because I have no muﬂ:hu.nr I
ground for suspicion that any abuse has been |
| E: rated, bere, although I believe it has
en elsewhere. It is the factthatthe papers
for such examinations are printed. With the .
_ npgliwm pow available for manifold writing
an (?fjing, I thiok it quite practicable
that the pepers containing the questions |
should not leave the examiner’s hands until -
- banded by him to the candidates at the time j
i on.—I am, &ec., :
: . JOHN A. NORTHMORE. |

- s e e

_ TO THE EDITOR,

Sir—I am not a candidate for University
horors and in no waﬂnterestedin the sub-
Ject. But Iprofess to have an ordinary busi-
- ness acquaintance with the common rules of
arithmetic, and it seems to me that the
blem Mr, Northmore, views with such
. borror as too difficult is nearly as simple as.
the one he regards as altdether too easy. To
.' gut it in a clear form, suppose the examiner
ad been occupied ten times as long. .He
- would then have examined 95 badly arranged

~and 392 well arranged papers. The time
- taken by the good relatively to the bad was H
s 7to12; therefore, as 7 is to 12 s0 is 98 to
A68. So that he could have examined 560
- good papers. Dividing by 10 we gWI
. have no doubt is the correct answer, 56, ' It
- says little for the ability of the candidates or l

_ their champion if they are “‘stumped”
: - such a boys’ sum as thia.f—l am, &c., pod” by _
| ~ - . ’POSSUM, l

e Bl

R
A - COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS, |
g f“"-""" . 3 —Lﬂ—h

WV o |
.-[z’[lU .r_g * -~ .- YO THE EDITOE, *
(; i 1D . _ Sir—Your correspondent ‘‘’Possum,” is%

‘ - pleased to regard me as the champion of can-

A - contra, I think1 am jastified in regarding

! him asthe championoftheabsurd andthenon- |
- sensical, It certainly indicates the possession |
~of a‘*discretion” that savors moreofcowardice !
‘tban of valor, that he is unwilling to defend |
~with the weapons at his command the cause |
' be has eanused without further protecting
' himeelf behind the shield of anonymity, and |
‘the bupgling way he wields his weapons fully
,justifies his caution...**"Possum” says he has
‘an ordinary business aequaintance with the
‘common rules of arithmetic, and that it ap.
‘pears to him there is not much difference in
‘the case with which the two problems men-
‘tioned By me in my former letter could be
‘solved, and then proceeds “‘to pat it
in n," clear form, supposs,” &e. But
what :does this~ *‘ putting it in a clear
form’”’ amountto? Why simply utterly disre- .
garding the expressed terms and conditions |
{ the problem, and only corroborates my
tatement _‘‘divested of ils a.bsurds,tyl
d its nopossibility the FrOblem wa§ nearly
s eavy of solution as the other problems
gﬁtiz-?d." 1f all the terms of the problom
ré to be ignored except the ratio of tho
facility of examination’ and pareunuﬁ 0
ers _examined,.. I caonot  complumg)

P 4 didates for University honors, and as a per- i
|
:




**'Possum” on his method of DU
‘problem in ““a clear form”—gg thz:f:e F! L
‘ratios &0 as 7 to 12:and S0 t0 20 or 49 vo 10
'a clearer way of putting it - leuclw S
~¢vineing a more “ ordinary business q,m; ol
auce with the common rules of arithme

=="Lmuld to say:—AsT7:12.::10 . 1 48
[ OF L, refore as 50 : 57! :: 49 55 ans .
But what is more pertinent 10 the ques
Tion, #nd what 1 want to kngwt
‘1his—Does **’Possum’s” acquaintance wit
'ibe rules of arithmetic enabla him ‘1
'rame the rule which justifies & candidate'ly
‘thus ignoring the expressed conditions of
problem submitted to him for solution : op
oune that alters the meaning of the Eug"'“
Jdanguage to the extent of renderine  the.
numbers “ forty.eight,” “forty-nine.” and
“* fifty;” synonymons terms ? Is it n T?
arrant nonserse, and the height of absurdity |
10 incorporate ints the statement of g problem:
terms that must be left out of consideration. !
vonsidered and disregarded, or considered -
and wilfully violated, or the problem left une
answered ! If ““’Possum” wishes it to be
understood that having regard to all the
terms and conditions contained in the two
problems mentioned in aq?r former letter, he
does not sce any material difference in the
difficulty of solving the two and complyings
with the terms thereof, it is si ¥ an indi-
cation of the erude and imperf&:g-dwe]g i
state of hiy perceptive faculties, otherwise his
letter is simply a shirking of the subjeet
under ‘discussion, As, howe “"Pogsum” |
has so easily and satisfactorily (to himself) |
dealt with this problem, there are two or |
three others I would ask him to solfe, the
sclution of wbich may emphasise his state-
ment as to his knowledge of the common |

‘rules of arithmetio and his powers of solving |

problems therebys = "The problems are—1, |!

At an-election wheYe there were two candi- |

Pates, A and B, S0 per cent, of o electors |

voted fer Ay When the .
wopened it eonftained forty-nine

igﬁny ?x*ﬁ':lqz wﬁgc given 'toth”?sm

£ emqu on't suppose

= stomp " becanse g 3

“clearly shﬂm_ﬁeﬁ -t
92 votes for-one eanGidite“Bnd 30: for the
Ethgr’dtherem m 8 b fficulty in
+his finding a solution-of this prc lem by one
of the.common rules &‘Mthp:t’;ﬁu, hed I

confess my own inability of doing so. P
, énw n::m::r_{a?r 3 Wt o?pspegagc'nmt
rokt 3, I, for the sake df argument, it be ad-

“mitted that a professor by some ocenlt power
- not possessed b minw mortals can odt of
| forty-nine sets ¢ _ Jof two desecri
(preperly and improperly arranged) examine
 dorty-nine sets in ghe proportion of S0 per
. cent, of one and 20 tuer cent. of'the other, and
i the relative rapidi y.of their enmnﬁ’tag‘
- as 12 to 7, in ansger’ to the problemof
' many sets of papers properly ar could |
- be examined in the same Eéma forty-mine
rets, 20 per cenf. of which __rnt.,gm rly
arranged, T should be obliged if “’Possum”
- would 'infurprdniﬂ;if.n:‘the'twmbm n asat =
Ppapers - varied ' from  tWwo papers in(a
- set " to. fourteen E& - how _often the
EI‘. F‘t- 5

fifty-six, the answer given hy+" "Pc |
correct? - In conclusion, my feelings might
_possibiy Jhave -been so wounded by
L *V’Possum’s ™, jeerg about “*stu . ane
“*boy’s questions i but, fortunately formy.
. Peace of mind, the same issue that aned
*""Possum’s” letter also-contained the article
from the Satu '?'dﬂﬁ! Review, not only fully en
dorsing but emphasising the remarks in my
former letter by the statement that *‘ the re-
fined ingenuity of examinersin torturing the
rexamined is too often indulged in, not with |
the object of testing the proficiency of thﬁ i
<sndidate, but to hatfle ard bewilder him,” |
mand that such a course of examination is
not calenlated to bring to the front those with
the greatest of intellect or force of
wcharacter, Fortiicd in my opinion by the
‘Statements of such authorities as those men-
tioned in the article refdkred to, as well as by
Ithe pinion of a writer whose abilities obtain
gforfm articles admission into su *riodil-
cal “ﬁﬁﬂ Sclurday Rovis |

equanimity the _

N urwuo(i, April
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