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Abstract

Comprising both theoretical and empirical components, this thesis attempts to convey how
the concaptualization of interests, identifications, boundaries, hisforical forces and tensions
in the pre-20™ Century Arab world persist today among new forms of internationaily
recognized states and regional organisations. The central actor is Lebanon and the thesis
examines its progress towards becoming a 'nation-state’ with its own unique cuiture and
jdentity, and its aspiration to be poiitically and economically independent. In reaiity,
however, the interests held by other nation-states concerming Lebanon’'s geo-strategic
position often results in their resistance to Lebanon's independent political development.

This study investigates contemporary resonances in the new globalised era of
identifications and conceptions of political boundaries, which originally appeared in pre-20"
Century Arab world. This thesis argues that within a 'supra-nationalising’ ‘Middle Eastern’
or regional entity, neither national identity nor nationalism have disappeared as cuitural and
political phenomena. Rather they persist and manifest in variable forms at popular and elite
levels. The basis for the region’s fragmented or only partiat unity, is due primarily to the
failure of the decclonisation project, of which, post-war Lebanon stands as a2 guintessential
case in point. Lebanon is torn between primoerdial indices and on the other hand balancing
a delicate confessicnat eguation, and remains geo-strategically entwined in the broader
Arab-israeli corflict. Conversely it exhibits a desire to drive the region inte the globalised

era of competition, freedom, democracy and development.



