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DEPUTATION FROM THE Cu-UﬁcIL;

On 1 Y[nnd&y mornitis @ dfﬂmmtmn repre-
senting the 'council of the WUniversity of

; Adf_-] 1(.11‘ mterviewed the Niimister/of Iduca-

tioh ‘on the subject of the Government grand
to the Medieal’ School, which has been struck
oil the stimates.

The deputation; which was introduced by

Samuel - Davenport, Dr. Stitfing, C.MIG.,

Jefferis and Dr. Paton, Dis. Tiendon and
Verco, Dr. Barlow, Megsrs. Jﬂiendf*raﬂn and
G J. R Murray, Professor; Rentie, and Mr.
C. R. Hodge (registrar of the University).

The Curr Jusrice said Sthe deputation
represented the Universiby €ougidl and they

had not ‘adopted the usual cusfom of asking
 the assistance of any member of Parliament or
anyone engaged in the strife of politics to m-

troduce them ; they preferred to rely on the
inherent.strength of thewr cage.. On a previous
occasion when he was & member of a deputa-

‘tion the Minister had replied that the case was

irresistivle ; they were then. asking a favor,
whereas now the request was for the perfor-
mance ‘of a. promise. It 'was 20 years
since he  had  bsén ‘engazed in active
political hife; but be watclied carefully
the ‘careers of public men, znd no inci-
dent in the Minister’s life had impressed
him so much as when Le availed himself of the
opportunity some eight or nine years ago of
enabiing the council to complete the eurriculum
of the Medieal School wwhcq* adding one
penny to the buidens of the taxpayers. Ubp to
1886 he could remember there was in South
Australia a scholarship which was the apex of

education, and 'which cost the people of the
country £800 per annum.  Owing to the
generosity of Su- Thomas EIder, My Jv 2
Angas, and other contributors the Unwers\ty
(.zuunml were able to start the Medical School,
but. in consequence of the endowments bemg
insufficient they were only able to carry out

two years of the course. Dr. Cockburn had |
then written and said that circumstances had

altered, and it was no longer necessary that
Adelaide Uniy ersity gmdua.tea should be sent
to the other side of the world. ‘Uhis letter led
to  the sugeestion, which if it did  not
emanate from the Minister commended itself
to his approyal, that the £800 which bhad
previously heen spent- in  the scholarship
should be devoted to the completion of the

conncil to complete a curriculum of five years

and to devote to the student a course so com- |
plete that it was recognised in England, |

| s Honor the Chief Fustics g gonsisted of Bir

| Mr. W, R. Boothhy, 0.M.G., the! Revs. Dy

‘Medical School. Thﬂt £800 “enabled the|




daliti LO devote Lo The students a- course S0 CoIn-
plete that 1t was recognised in England,
and those who had passed through the Ade-
laide school could practice thera. At the time
‘the council gave the (GGovernment notice that
1t was on the reliance of tlie £500 that they
‘undertock this great work, ‘and salaries were
paid amounting to £900 per annum. It was
unnecessary for him to recall to the Jinister
‘the benefits of the Adelaide gchool, as nobody
understood them better. It was no longer
necessary for the voung men of South Australia
to go to the other side of the world to com-
 plete thenr medical and surgical curriculum,
which could now be obtained in the capital
city of their native colony, and could be ob-
Jnined: also.without putking the people.af:tha.
colony 'to the additional expense of'gending
their sons away. 1t had o be remembere

that medical students in Adelaide spent about
#£0,000 per year in taking ‘their medical eourse,
and if they had to go to Hurops this money, or
a great portion of 15, would be taken out of the
colony. The University thad 47  students
at the present time and their fees averaged
£30 each per annum, while books, clothing,
and board amounted to an additional £160 per
year. Mncouraged by the amount given by
the Government private munificencé had in-
creased, as £6,000 had been contributed to 1ts
endowments by citizens.  In the Medical
Behiool £11,000 had been subseribed, and if the
Angas 3cholarship for the Chair of Chemistry
were included this amount would be in-
creased to between 16,000 and £17,000.
They would be exceedinely glad if they could
invite students to undertake a course of 1in-
struction free, but that was bayond ther
means, and they did not ask the Government
in effect to undertake anything of that kind.
The question of dimuinishing the expenditure
had nob escaped the attention of the couneil,
and during the last two vears, understanding
tite-firwactals bt which dnelagvernmaie
had had to cope, the University hud cheerfully
co-operated with them when: their attention
was called to the necessity of reducing the
egrant of £800 by £200. The council did not
even write urging the performance of the con-
tract which had been entered into with the
councll, They sumpiy addressed themselves
to economy in every durection, and during the
last two vears the Umversity had anfici-
pated 1n its Medical School the economies
which - had  been forced upon the Public
Library, Art Gallery, and  Museum, Xor
two years the DMedical B School had practi-
cally expended no money wihatever in neces-
sary additions to the library or apparatus.
There were 1 lectureships for the completion
of the last three years of the medical and
surgical course, and as they were provided at a
cost of £900 the Minister would bear him out
that the leaders of the medieal profession had
shown a noble spirit of gelf-sacrifice and gene-
rosity for the beneafic of the students. The fecs
attached to the lectureships varied from £20
to £200 a year, and they iwere small in
comparison and no meassure whatever of the
value of the time the lecturers had devoted to
their duties and the benefit the performmance
of their duties afforded to the students.  The
council had invited the students to enter the
University with the promise that they should
obtain o complete course of 1mstruction there
and qualifications at the end of ‘1t that
would be recognised all the world over, Now
the conncil found themselves face to face
with the difficulty of not hiaving the means
to carry on. The result of the last year
was that they had expended every dpemw of
the revenue except £75. = They coul nqﬁhelp
foeling that the actual state of affairs did not
occnr to the Government at the fime the




-contract which the Government had entered

W OOK3 S DG _. 5 bt |
sbrary for-ref€ronce.  IL ssetaed almost im-
possible to carry on the Medieal School as far
1 as apparatus and literature were concerned |

‘galaries were now genérous it might be dane,

| over to them as they fell in, there was o period

mmfimation was given to the ecuncil, and they |
hoped the Government would enable them to
carry out that contract which the council had
entered into with the students, indeed the

into with them. ' They asked for the continua-
tion of the grant which was promised
eight years ago, and ‘without which
it  would be 1umpossible to carry on
the ‘work of the medical curriculum.
The situasion had become so serious that at a
meebing of the council last ¥riday it was
resolved that unless a favorable reply were ob-
tamed from the Government it would be their
painful duty to inform the various lecturers
that they were unable to provide the means of
paymg their fees for the ensuing year. IHe
hoped the undertaking given eight vears ago
would be confirmed by the answer to their re-
quest.

Dr. J. C. Vrerco said very lhittle could be
added to what the Chief Justice had brought
forward. During the last two years they had
economised 1n reterence to the Medical School
almost as much as they seemed able to do, as
the apparatus and literature had not been in-
creased ab all. ‘In his own department not a
single diagram had been prepared or a beok
ordered for the libvary. All the books required
had been bought cgb of his own pocket, but

e . l

.in_ the University

with the reduction « of the grant. _The |
Mimster of Iiducation would understand 1mn &
Medical School  the necessity there was
for continual yepiacement sOf 1ts apparatus |
and books, as they speedily. became obsolete
hecause “of the advances in medical science.
It might be suggestsd that they might reduce
the number of lecturcers, but the rule of the
Goneral Medical Council was that thereshonld
be a certain number of lecturers and no lec-
turer should be allowed to take up more than
one subject, so that unless they vut tgeir
students under disabilities o, far as  the
(eneral Medical Council was concerned they
could not reduce.the number of lecturers. As
to reducing the salaries of the lecturers—if the

but the highest only received £200 and the
lowest £7. Oub of the £900 for salaries they

would have to deduct £608; which would bring | .

the salaries down 't,g’:g‘hidiﬂulauu degree,
and it would be scarcely dvanta

of South' Australia to have {a Umniversity
where the highest paid lecturer in the
Medical School ﬂnlg received £76. 1f

the fees were i‘h;ie!&asdd they would becoms | .
1

absolutely prohibitive and the students woulid

go to the adjacent colonies or some other

country. They were not asking for an exten-
sion of the grant, but simply for its con-
tinuance so that they should not haveto put
up the shutters of the Medical School and so
publish their impecuniosity. The Minister of
Rdueation, with his professional and university

experience, wonld doubtiess see the desirability
of continuing the grant. i _

Dr. STIRLING said when 1t was found pos-
sible to extend the period of the medical eourse
to five years by means of the South Australian
ccholarships, which the Government handed

Tanaine between then and the time that the
iﬁﬁ; Ev t:’i'aﬁeivnbl'p. and to enable them to
tide over that period and complete the Medical |
Sehool Sic Thomas Ilder supplied them for
gwo years with £5C0 a year until the whole |
sum of the South Australian scholarships fell
n  but that sum, which was made on his own

4

'"to the advanfage|

representations, would not have been given if

-——



1t had been thought that the Hledical School
was to be a thing of & day onlv. 1t ivas not
only to the students that the Medicul Scliovl
had been a benefit, but every medical man
of* any standing in . Adelaide would agree
vhat the establishment of the Medical School
at the University and Hospital had been of
the greatesi assistance in improving the
general chavacter of the inedienl work of the
1Jr9feasion. , |
The MiINISTER of Eoucariox said it was
with the deepést possibile regret and pain that
the Government decided to cut off the vote. |
he council kmew precisuly the position.  The |
Uhaticellor had allnded to tlie stress of the;
finances which led to the generous and |
spontaneous ofier’ of the council that
the grant which previously stood ‘at £560
should® be reduced to £600, and @ the |
hstress which compelled tliat action was even !
greater now. Were theve any ‘certainty that |
1 the Government would einerge from the iinan-|
clal ‘year £6509 to the geod he could ab once
F1Vve an asstirance thatis would be devoted to |
the Medical Bchool; but there was no such
certiunty, and the position was very ditficult.
Nat only the University but many other insti-
tutions which had the highess possible elaim
on the public as ‘ministermg - the highest |
degres to the welfare of the people, educa. |
tlonal institutions of the highest nnportance,
had had to sulier curtailraent, which had
almost paralysed their power of maintaining
their sphere of operasions. Iie had conly to
call to witness that most ‘excellent 1usti-
tution of educational, industrial, and other
forms of art, the Public Library, Art Gallery,
and Museum, which had ‘had to submit to a
reduction out of all proportion to that fo
which the University had been subjected.
Then the School of Iiines, technical schools,
I'and the general education vote had been so
greatly reduced that as Minister of Education
hie had to conduet about 50 more schools with®
about the same amount of money as two years
ago. It was very pamful to him that the vote
to the University had to be interiered with,
and hie had only to say the deputation could
look to im to do his ubmost to 2esist in maim-
taining the efiiciency of the Medical School
More than that he could not say. ‘I'he Uni-
versity stood on a diiferent level to. other |
| educational institutions, as the amount devoted
to it was not on the Hstimates, and had 16 not
been for that fact the vote would never have
been touched. The sum granted to the Uni-
versity was fixed by Act of Parliament, and to
bring in an amending Act reducing the d per
cent. on endowments, which were given in the
first instance, would be worse than the pre-
sent provosal, bad as that was. (The Chief
Justice —**1 can’t ‘imagine any Legislature
taking such action as that short of the
national bankruptey.”) . He would use all his
influence in the way he had in the past for the
| University, but the council could have made
it easter for him if an interview had taken
{)1&0&) earhier. The deputation had sumply fol-
lowed on a letter received by him two or threo
weeks ago from the University, and it would
have been easier for him if bhe could have
brought the matter before Cabinet prior to the
publication of that letter. He had not hadan
opportunity of consulting his colieagues on the
‘subject, but would the deputation be prepared

to say whether they could conduct the school
anats Pwﬂlﬁn

n ity t state of efliciency, with tl
sent excellent professional staff, with
~of something under £60072
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 The Cmiew Justics thanked the Minister of
Jiducation for his sympathetic reply, as they
felt all along that he desived to assiss them 1f
possible.  Perhaps there was ‘some little delay
in brivging the matter before the Minister, but
1t was necessary that a careful and foriual
statement of the ease should be prepared, and
there ‘was nothing in the lettér but a oure
statement of facts and the legitimate conclu-
sions to be deduected from them. The reduc-
tion of £2001n the grant was not a spontaneous
offer by the council, 1'he smaller amount was
placed on the Estimates, and the council recog-
nised the position the Government were placed |
n and Cheerfu %mmﬁﬁﬂad’iﬁiﬂf%ﬁn “reduction. |
He would press on the Minister of Iducation |
that their ¢o-operation with the Grovernment
during the past times of stress ought not to be
used to their disadvantage in the present
instance. Ifor two years they had submitted
to £400 less; to the great disadvantage of the
University, and during that time there had
been hearty co-operation on the part of the!
lecturers, who, as Dr. Verco stated, had been
purchasing their own literature. It was not al
nestion of generosity or desling with a
anvarnment- department, for they had - right
to carry on as they pleased, but the case
of the University was fouunded on contract. |
He believed if they obtaiued %500 for the|
presefit vear they would bave such co-ope-
ration from the Medical School that they
would be able to carry it on with the same
efficiency s in past years.. e had talcen the
responsibility of saying that without formally
consulting the University, but  they would
have such assistance from the lecturers and
others  that if the Mlmister of KEduy-
cation could give @ them  £500, with-
out them ' relinguishing ' their right to
: ’%{)Q_‘;___P; L NOEe. - prosperous. - years, - the
Mediea A~ oh

“Senovol” Teonid T The T earrie
without any diminution in its efliciency.
If the Manister could give him that promise
he would b2 glad, so that the notices which
the council intended giving could Dbe sus-
pended. | |
The MixnrsTer of Eptcarion said he could
not make any such promiss, but he would
consuls hig colleagues and communicate a reply
a8 $00N 48 possible,
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Tae UNIVERSITY OF ADELAIDE. —The com-
memoration of the University of Adelaide was
held on Wednesday afternoon. Judged by
the attendance and the character of the formal
proceedings, the  function Was, as usual, a

brilliant success. Large as it is, the hibrary, -

which the commemoration is celebrated, is un-
fortunately too small for the crowd of citizens
who, together with the members of the
University and the undergraduates, assemble
there annuzily. The Chancellor, Dr. W'a.},
presided, and conferred degrees upon nine
candidate batchelors of the U niversity, and
admitted ad cundem gradwm 2 similar number
of graduates of other Universities. Among
the latter were five graduates in arts of the
University  of L:mnbrldffr inciuding  His
Fxcelleney  Sie T.  Fowell Buxton, D
Harmer, Bishop of Adelaide, and Professors

‘E. von B. Beasly and W. Mitchell, the latest”

additions to the professorial staff of the

University in this city. The Rev. J. Jefferis,

LIL.D., of the University of Sydney, was
alco admitted ad ecundem gradum, and the
dearee of Doctor of Music was conferred in
absentid upon Sir Herbert Oakeley, who has
acted ag examiner of music for that degree in
connection with our University.  Professor
Mitchell delivered the annual address, which
dealt mainly with the state of education here
in the subjects of Ius cnmr——~bnw1r=h and
nhilosophy. e T
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Tllh UNLVERSITY  COM] #l WIORJ&-
TION.

The annual apelogy which the Chan-
cellor finds it necessary to tender to the
ladies who have suficred the inconyenience
of heing crowded together in the heated
atmosphere of the library of the Univer-
sity scemed peculiarly  necessary and
appropriateat the commemorationon Wed-
nesday. Some of those who were 1n posses-
sion of special invitations could not even
get near their seats. whilst a large pro-
vortion of the parents and relatives of
studénts who were to receive degrees and
other honours. were perforce obhged to
aive up the atbempt to obtain entrance at
all.  Surely it would be far better to hold
this annual terminal function m the Town
Hall than to provide the guests with so
little elbow room and breathing space as
they had on W ‘ednesday. In default of
that, the aut‘hm ities would probably be
able to give far more = satisfac-
tion if  they were to —use a larze
marquee. Of course, from one point of
view, it is satisfactory that the public
interest in the University should have
“heen so thoroughly aroused as to""-"d&lli'
| together so large and 1'L1}rcsemismtwe AN
| assemblage, but there is ample reasen for




