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'Sir-~Mr. Hombarg: has, nob delayed i |

forwarding his reply to my challenge. I[u the
interval I have ascertained suthensically the |
| following facts :—1. T'he wpost-mortem on the
body of Aunie Lane was made by Professor
Watson, ths pathologist to the Hospital, and
a recogniged high sushority in his profession,
ia the presemde ot De. Way, Dr. J. A. G. Hamil- |
ton, Dr. Clindening, and Dr. Hone, and not,
-as atated by Mr. Homburg, by astudent, or, in
his revised version, by a House Surgeon. 2.
Mr. Homburg stated that the whole of the
members of the Destisute Bosrd had re-
sented the result of the inquest, und
had = unanimously given Mrs. Thomp-
son & . testimonial. The Cpairman ot
| the Board denies the statement. 3. No
student had for official purposes come to auny
conoclusion as to the cause of the poor woman’s
| death, The absurdity of such a suggestion
seems never to have dawned upon Mr. Hom-
| burg. Ia some hazy fasbion his memory
| told him there had been an opinion expressed,
‘The verdiot of the Coroner’s Jury evidently
haunted his brain, but 1n confusioa and care-
lessnezs he abtributed it to a student. 4,
The verdict of the Jury was—**That the de-
ceased cams to her death from hemorrhage
| after giving birth to a child, and that hed a
raedioal msa been present the woman might
‘have lived, and that the conduot of the mid-
wife in this onse was carelees andopen to grave
| censure, though not amounting to criminal |
negligencs,”
| It ia well to obsarve that this verdiot was
published at the time, Also to note, shat |
every fact to whioh I have now alluded could |
have become known to Mr. Homburg by his
giving five minutes of his @ime for the pur-
pose. If, however, simple facts suoh as I
have narrated could become' so hopselessly
mangled and distorted 1n his mind, what
must the confusion bs 1n Ais imagioation over
the details of a question of conduct when his
feelings towards the Hospital and everything
relating to 16 were, a8 they have long been
known to be, at rabid heat? Can the public
accept the sbtatement he makes, notwithstand-
1ing his assurance that ‘‘he was not in the |
habit of making statements im the House |
unless he belisved them to be true.”
. In hia reply to me he says, *‘ It is too un- |
reasenable to ask me o prove every state- |
ment I hear.” How adroitly he changes tne |
posision. ILuis true that 1t would be unreason-
abie to ask him to prove every statement he
hears, but 1t 18 equally true and reasonabls, |
and imperative aiso that Mr. Hombuarg muss
Drove every statement he mafes, assailing she
charaoter of any one, no matter what form |
that statement may take, Whether ho is |
pleased to pus it as a question or as an asser- |
gion his responsibility remains unaltered, |
Does he propose to shelter himself under the |
theory that he was only inaeceunsly |
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asking for information when he  boldly
affirmed—** Thao he was told that some houss
surgeone from tshe Adeiaide Hospival, and a
number of Uaiversity students, were in the
habit of going down to enjoy the fum at the
confinement of uafortunate women ian the
Destitute Asylum. « « . That some Uni-
versity student had gone down to the instisu-
tion and wmadse rude remarks whiist poor
women were 1n agonyv.” Dges he propose to
add cowardice to his = audacity, and
shelter himself behind a. pistable plea.
that he was only asking the Treasu-
rer & (uestion. 'f'he condition whizn
society would speedily reach if men’s moral
eharacters were permitied %0 be whisked
away LDy any aud every malicious person who
ohose to pretend he was 1a gearch of inforia-
tion omly, 18 very easily piobured. Why,
the days when °‘‘tar and feathering” was
common would be back,upon us. T'he stilesto
of the assa=¢ln bas to be meb with the stiletto |
of the peacsiul civ1zen in self-defence, although
society 18 endangered all vhe same. The |




moral a-sassin is a public offender, and ex-
posure is what he merits. He may with
an air of assumed innocescy tell us
it ijs npot ressonable to ask him to
prove his statements, bus one wonders all tie
same at the obliquiby of his moral sense. It
would appear thao his tender skin is nob o be
touched. [From his rostrum of privilege he
may use hia moral bowie-knife, but no ques-
tions must be asked, or he regards you with
astontshment. I am thankful that freecom
has not yev quite disappeared from fhis coun-
‘try, and thav there 1s suvill lett elbow-room
enough for every peaceable citizen to defend

himself and kis home.

This letter need not have been wribten. Ib
is foreed upon me by Mre, Homburg, I have
waited to find him 1o his place 1n the
Asssmbly express his regret and disavow
his hasty words, 1f he had dome so 1|
should have remained silent. DBub generosity
has its himits. With an efirontery unparal-
leled he defends bunseli, and wicth a moral
obtuseness inconoeivable says—"**T'he 1dea of
doing any of the atudencs an act of injustice
had nsver ocourred to mim.,” Who shall read
this Sphinx? He goes off in his second speech
in the Assembly on the tack of the relative
value of the services of an sxperienced
midwife - with no knowledge of the
 apatomy and physiology of parturition,
and a voung man with a compiete knowledge
- of both applying the same, 1§ cannot compli-

' ment him upon Qis ULLerances, ner upon. the
conolusion he arrived av. But this is not the
poing. Ibv is svill open 0 him to withdraw
' unreservedly &is statvmenbd, and his apology
will be aceepted. 1f, however, he persizts 1n |
. the position he has taken up, circumstances
amply justily my telling him that he - has |
slandered & olass of young men, of whom |
two are membsrs ef my family, in |
the exerocise of & mncble and humans !
benevoleuce, even although it is in the line of |
obtaining professional experience; that ke
has sheltered himaself under the flimsisst of
defences ; that he declined, as no gentleman
wouid have done, 10 withdraw his assertions
when the opportunibty arose for him to do 80
i the Assembly on Wednesday last, I affirm
that he stands convicted of having uttered
- wha' he admits came o him by hearsay, bug
which he never dreamed of venfymé for
himself. He has been the dupe of =
tattler. He has harrowed ‘the feelings
Of this community by drawing a falee
end - shameful pictuare of coldbloosded and
oruel levity, and laid it at the door of a few
young wen who are as little capable of suoh |
conduct as Mr. Homburg himself, I leave |
him- to receive from every well-thinking |
fellow-colonist the ‘measure of respecyd ¢
. Lo , 0
which the position he has taken and from |
which he decline t80 recede entitles him. |

. On behalf of the medical stud
:_ ants
Oolton offers gpontanecusly her expar{;;iz
gathered In connection with the Matern

Association. She wrives to L iy
‘ me :—*“Heelin
I do that a great wrong has been ~d0n: :;

bhe young students of the Adslaide dospital

I wieh to say*hat in all the
Cases t
attended for cuy Maternity Aauoszs?a.t?:?g :l?:;

have been spoken of in the hi T
thmr_ abl}:mtinn! care, and ki%l??e;:g;ﬂaf?r
bearing.” Lady Colton verbally aﬁrmﬁdn'y
addision, thatshe had taken Pains to ascery in
In almost every case the nature of the abhmn
dance by the students, an never onoa reaai::ti i
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a reply derogatory to their conduct, fre-
quently the peor mothers spoke most grate-
fully of the kind attentions they had received
ata critical time. I am grieved ab this con-
troversy with Mr. Homburg. It is notat my
sesking. But 1 shounld be allowing my judg-
ment and feelings to bs trampled upon did I
not defend my own against his bassless asper-

81018,
' I aw, Sir, &o., .
| ~ ALLAN CAMPBELI.
North-terrace, December b, |



