-Noting the good effectsof the correspon-
wee vou were kind e h to allow in your
amns last year on ﬂ::gom subject, I trust
wvou will again lend the profession your aid to
obtain further improvements and concessions,
especially as the University 1= now in funds.
The point I wish taken up is, that considering
the large amount contributed yearly in fees by
parents for examinations, they have up to now
got no jusé return. A case I now quote I
think will ag&!y to hundreds of disappointed
parents, and [ trust some of them wall have
public spirit inﬂgﬂl to reélate their experiences
with teachers. Mvr. X, had a daughter taught
music for ﬁvﬂm fee £3 3s. per quarter, at

Neading 1es’ college. bey reported
ptarly, ‘“oupil most talented, great natural
t.” &¢. The girl took her First-class Junior
and Firat Sen:or in Practice, and First Junior
and Seeend Senier in Theory, played at school
cencerts, and was the pride of her parents.
She has leit off music lessons for two
| years, and now cannot play anything.
The cergeous DBeethoven sonata is a
dreadiul thing to listen to. She cannot
after all the expafaditure of her parents play a
little dance of any kind for home amusement :
and as to the graceful drawing-room music of
the type of, say Fabian Rose’s ‘*‘ Amorette,”
she cannot teach herself the spirit or swing.
The pater naturally asks why is this? Teachers
may howl, but the principal reason is that
children are mot taught to count their time
aloud and learn every division and accent of
their bar to suiliciently easy music for at least
two years. Teachers say reading at sight is
a gift. What 1s gift? A child should be
kept carefully counting aloud, and should
never play a piece that he or she cannot
'nearly master at one lesson. There is plenty
~of geod, easy, tuneful music, which, properly
ghyad, teaches music and a love of music.

ut, no; you look through each child’s repe-
toire of tuneless effusions—Bach, Cramer,
Bennett; Gale, Hartmann, Grieg, Jensen,
Reinicke, Re: i:crgnr, &c., and to the question
‘do you Itke your pieces I, with rare exceptions,
‘get but one answer, ‘*I hate them.”
'The clever professional is always at
least honest about the question of time,
‘and invariably tells the pupils that their time
 1s bad and must be corrected, but saya—"'* Buy
& metronome and teach yourself.” The reply
perhaps 13—*“L won’t count my time all
through a lesson and turn myself into a wallk-
ing metronome,” The dishonest teacher, of
whom there are many, does not sav a word,
curls himself np on the gofa, goes to sleep, but
collects his £3 3s. punctually. To stop all
this sort of thing parents should give their
| fullest support to any University which will

rotect them by adopting the following re-
orms. We want a competent examiner for

the piano. An organist 18 with few excep-
tions & bad pianist, and what is worse is fully
imbued with the idea that his own bad style,
funny ways, and wiggle-waggles is the best
form in the world. TLet three-fourths of the
test-piece list be struck out, all the more diffi-
cult ones altogether. An easier typs of piece
batter taught and better played would do
more good to music. An absolute guarantee
from the examiner in all points of curriculum,
especially time and easy sight-reading.
On the same lines & good and efiicient
examiner for violin and singing separato
from the theory and organ. Parents want
their cinldren taught so that they may give
some practical pleasure at home. The present
system gives no pleasure to any one. The
utmmtilorl;“l sf ;1;:;&!3& ft;lrm inllll divisions
‘ ory an 108 18 iar too low; 65 per
cent. at least of full marks given should be
required for & pass. The first class of Senior
%@hﬂp-mm the other hand, far :lon hifnh.

18 a groat enocouragement to pupils to feel
that there i1s chance of a first; cutting it to

g isa i_h dlmpgr, and I con- .

1der tha m‘h‘ Crimary it is more impor- |
ftant than ever that & competent violin playver
:,,,ﬂw.,_:g. Xamine. 1% absolutely requires the
AN SR WX ﬁm;ﬁ,’i;" er to .illdio the early
resuits of good tramimg in a baby violinist.




| embryo m:: m_tﬂ:b:;‘thl manner and
style a boginner should be trained in he knows
absolutely nﬂhﬂ .. Every leading teacher of

iolin in A bar one, is dissatisfied.
;h:,:lld:w m have some weight with
the usiocal . Give us a proper

iner, and we will give you at least thirty
m:htu this year. My name is at any-
body's service.
L] s Mt
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DIES AT NAPLES.
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A STROKE OF PARALYSIS.
i London, Apnl 7.
Dr. William Gardner, of Melbourne, and
formerly of Adelaide, succumbed to a stroke
of paralysis at Naples.
The deceased, who had been on a trip to the
old country, was returning to Melbournae.

Dr. Gardner was the eldest son of the Rev..
John Gardner, formerly of Chalmers Church,
and now of Victoria, and was about fort ~eight
| ¥ears of age. He was born in Adelaide, and.
educated at Mr. J. L. Young’s In-
stitution, Stephens-place. Leaving  school
he  wa$  engage i the  English
and Scottish Bank for . several years.
Having expressed a desire to study for the
medical profession, he was sent to the Mel-
bourne University, where he had a brilliant
course. Thence he proceeded to the Glasgow
University. Subsequently in the attain-
ment of the M.D. degree of that University
a thesis was necessary, and he chose
for his subject onein which he had always been
distinguished as a specialist—hydatids.” The
'thmis. of which he did not keep a copy, was

forwarded to the University, and it
was so highly appreciated by the pro-
fessorial staff that he not only secured’
the degree, but the gold medal for
the year—a rare and enviable distinction.
On his return from the Glasgow University to.
Adelaide he was appointed g?minr House Sur-
geon to the Adelaide Hospital in 1875, the late

r.J. Davies Thomas occupying the position:
of Senior House Surgecn.  On the latter's
retirement  to enfer. private practice
Dr, Gardner was unanimously elected’
to < the higher office, which  he ' held
with success to the institution and credit.
to himself for a considerable period. On his
retirement he entered into private practice,
and .very shortly afterwards received the
appointment of Hon. Surgeon to the Adeiaide
Hospital. It wasthen that he obtained the
reputation of being one of the cleverest sur-
geons m Australia, his greatest contempo-
raty being Mr. Fitzgerald, of Melbourne.
He was sent for from qulbourne to perform
& very difficult operation — extirpation of
laryux for cancer of the throat. -The opera-
tion, which he successfully performed,
attracted a great deal of attention.
not only in the colonies, but in Eu-
rope, the Emperor Frederick of ' Ger-
many suffering at the time from a like
complaint, which in spite of the best skill
available in Euro termainated  fatally.

Five years ago Dr. Gardner left Ade
laide for Melbourne, and since ther
his services  had . beon on severa

occasions in request in  Adelaide for the

ormance of intricate surgical operations

- Gardner married the eldest hter of
the late Dr. R. W. Moore, former omal '
Surgeon, and no family. His 18
Mr. Gavin Gardner, of this city, He left
Melbourne a year ago for an extended trip—
partly on at of ill-health and partly to




