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Critielsms of the University examl-
jratons for school boys have appeared
[from the head musters of St Peter's

College and Prince Alfrod College, the
principal of the Christion Brothers'
Colloge, and othor authorities on edu-
cation.  They would all probably Le

found supporting Brother Mogee whien
be wald:—

- I feel inclined to offer a protest to tho
marhid tendency there s abroad (o
| measure the merits of a schoal hy thu
perlorinances of a small section of the
sUdents in these examinations, e
resilts cortainly tell a part of the -
truth, but the school that catera best
for the avermpe boy will not always=
shruw to the best advantage in these
public tosts,

Even more specific in his refercnces
than  the principal of the Chrlstian
Brothers' Collogas, the head master of
St. Peter's College complalned of n
growing unsuitabloness of Unlversity
examinations for school purposes,  Mr,
Gindlestone’s remarks on the point enll
for an explanation from the Unlver-
sity autboriths:—

I think 1t is becoming moro apparond
every year that some of these Umniver.
£ty exnninations are less auitable for
scheols than tley nsed to be, If a boy
i ratorally gifted above hia fellows he
can take n good place without any un.
due pressuro; but the normal boy must
either be reatricted to two or threo subs
jects or driven over his strength to ob-
taie o distinction.. What we want is an
cxstunation for the ordinary school
boy, if we must have one at all, 1 ean
remember the time when schools were
cxempl from  these uncertain  tesls
sure misgnitded pereen, like the man
vvho inttoduced mbbits and snails into
Auwstroba, coneeived the idea of schools'
cxunmeins, 1 hope we shall soon
reacl the erisis of the eraze; for 1 am
(i1 cirtain that a «low bov is harm-
ed by being erammed or told he is vn
gond: ond the qmek boy wants all his
time b6 Jeurn to be human beforo he
Lecomies n gemius,

Still more pointed clinrges were mnde
by the head master of Prince Alfred
College; and Mr. Chapple, lonrg promi-
nently connected with the govierning
body of the University, has mlsed in-
feresting and  Important guestions In
this paragroph:-—

Thie practice of letting a boy who nas
done weli in an examination one year
take the same coorse for the next year
14 sjreoding, and it seems on many
giounds ardesimble, . . . Anothor
matter that needs attention s that can-
didates over age are examined anid clas-
¥ifind with their jumors. By this the
eyaminer is led to expéct maturer judg-
mant anid maore :I:-vﬂo{;mi pawer of
thought from all, and lable therefore to
retise credit to candidates who in an
exaviimabion confined to those of their
own ace would have secured it. In the
scnior [ngliah, for example, out of 21
credite 16 fell to those over age, 1t
beeonies, therefore, incm-dnﬂ?- ditficule
to pemuade Lhe abler bays Lo take
this and =ome othee important aob-
jects If they mut wm scholarships
¥ ‘as to becure that priceless boon, a
Unnversity cducation, they feel that
reyerce and mathematics offer grentoer
prespectsof wuctess than English or ¢las-
siw, We ﬁﬂht for the literne hinenani.
ores, bul fight with the odds against us.

The principal of Univerdty Collogo,
North Adelaide, discussing the evil of
Mermminlng,” deplored the examination
ermze, and accused the University of
(Kol out of Its way to promote |t
Mr. Maegralth also gave the testimony
Of an experfenced banker, to the effect
Mat the cortificntes of the Univorsitios
of Adelnbde, Melbourne, and Bydney,
|Issued o wucoessful candidates, were |
not helpful to employers.  Thus there |
|are flve counts ngminst the Adelaide |
University  public  examinations:—1,
That they ore nsntclont, amd there
fore misleading tosts of theemerits of
oth schools and candldates, 2, That
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The same commissloper, after noting
South Wales, adds:—“Before. public

|examinations Leld under the ousploes

|
of the Unlversity can be ;anaumli
with, It ls absolutely necessary that
rocondary education Iwe properly uml:'
definltely  organized, and that the
teschers In the secondary schools be
professionally  educated and  tradied.”
Though, as Mr. Glrdlestone has Intl-
mated, South Australla J8 fortunate In
her:  high  schools In compari
soll with Eoglish schools, slie has in-
herfted  the Boglish  systom which,
“through want of prganization, lends it
self Lo the evils of outshde exnmina-
tlons, whereas In better systems the
pupll’s progress Is appradsed by those
wlﬁm are fowlline with his everydoy
work.,”  One must not overlook the
fict that the public examinution Inst]-
tution Is a source of Increasing profit
to the Unlversities, for thls conslderi-
tlon naturally has a substantinl inflo-
¢nce In the determinntion of the exist-
g methods, Under a ratlonal system
of uniform curricula, reglstered teach-
rerd, and  possibly moditied Inspection
by a Unlversity visitor, cortificates of
proficiency  Igsued Dby  the colleges
would be accorded the highest pulille
value, In many, kindred establishmenty
in Europe a maturlty cectificate at thoe
close of a complete course 18 accepted
ng n mark of quallfieation for profes-
glons, mul entitles the holder to ]lﬂl*:il:{'!l
bls studles ot a University, as It is In
a sense equivalent to o matelenlation
mes o Austeadla, though Its Intrinsle
oducational merit would prolably be o
great deal highwr than the Iatter.
Though there are difficulties in  the
way of achleving the purpose, Is it
quite Impossibf for the well-equipped
colleges to bring thelr methods into
Hine with those of corresponding Euro-
pean  scholnstle Institutons, so ns to
render thelr own ecertlficates of equal
worth In the public mind with the,
University cortifleates, and to make
them  practienlly exchangenble docua-
menis?  suablect to due safegunrds, the
alterntion would represent an  enor-
cmons ducational advance, It would
(enable the college to prepare the stu-
(deat with nuinterrupted thoroughness,
ikl consequently 1t would elevate the
piane of Unlversity work. Further, It
woutld secure the identity of secondary
‘oduention up to the latest possible
‘perlod, and Inerense the optlons with
reference to specladizing for n enrecr,
Lastly, It would make the subject of
*eramming'” in connection with college
life ooe of curlous speculative histord
cal Interest,

“We light for the Hierae hmmanlores,
but flght with the odds agalnst us"
Mr. Chapple’s remark suggests, quito
apart from the connectlon in whiclh he
used It, the great change which hos
come over the education world relative
to classlcal and sclentifle tealning.  Ac-
cording to 'rofessor IKnibbs, pornmmd
secondory educntion Is Latin, sclonce,
md one modern lougunge, besldes thae
mother tongue; while the elassle coursp
bas becomo a varlation, and the new
scheme conslsty of  modern Inngunges
nmd selence,  Trade and commerce are
the lntest branches. Thoe Bydney Bdu.
catlon Commisslouer heartily approves
of the widespread ambition to becoine
Dbroadly eduawted—an ambition  which
‘b, he thinks, much more o cominend
it to the people of Australia than s

possossod by the geneml (deal of the
Engliali publie _Mhnt__ﬂ_‘lpudi It-
self somewhat to clissionl culture ns n
purticalar type-diseriminant os mnan
the classes of socloty,”  Without refo-
renee to the relations of classics nnd

o, I'rofessor Knibbe, aftor care.
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dfference between wnm
epeciallzation In the earlier stages ot
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has  strikingly indieatid  the

The Baden hend master m yeply |
that the average English !lfvrh‘hm
wcliool having obtained a !
Knowledge, olten nenzmmd oady to b |
!urmtt?tlltml:;Hn;“ijh. he has reecived
A Olt-ki men trammg, and haa
neither been stimuolated tmﬁbr e
od for scientific or originn) study,  He
might assert that the madity of our
pupils are =sarrificed to the gifted mine-
rity in the¢ competition for ecotrince
schalarships at the Universitios and. for

that this competition sometimes claima
even thos¢ who are wuceessiul for ita
Victima, gince  they baye been fill- |
od too early with much speeial know-

ledge, which, in their lack of & hrooder
ecicntrfic trining, they cannot tum to ||
gonl account in further stodies, '

Ad. 297 Dee. (g,

| MUSIC EXAMINATIONS.

To the Editor. \
 Sir==1'was glad to see that London Truth
ﬂ'dm attention to the wielesmess of
the w ¢d “musé cxaminations” held all
over the world, The sssogiated colloge
of London have jutroduced in Auvstralia

Univeraty pomary, costing 106, Would
the authorities mnmﬂi’;ﬁfm the public

of the cxaminations are held at the pre-
misen of the variovs ladies” wehodls. 1
hmve reason to believe that it is rarely an
failures occur at these examinations. 1 will

ﬁ\'e three facts for the public to. digest. A

» whose scholam failed o distinguish
themselves al Univorsity sxaminaticos wix

or Foven yYeamns ﬁf trangerrod  her affec
itions to ']'i-mitj ege.  For two or

vears they mel with even worso disister:
The above beantiful school examinations
were then introduced; tbrse held~ at
[tho” lady’s soboul in quuﬁ::p..hlhm,
{wy or three yeard bgo, 14 '

never had a fulure. . T can prodoce a

:l;unu of so-called school ;j:;uﬁirxﬁnhmf
in  numbet, cos : in en-|
transe fees, to mpl_mﬂﬁv'nu Adelaide

what the percentage of failures 18T Most|
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