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DIGNIFIED AND ;:l:mmmtw
“It Is not the habdit of the Mouse (nor
would 1t become such wn Assembly) to

:g‘ anks @)y, or on slight ceca
e S . T *:_.
Tho Speaker, an he uttered these words
o Legislative Assombly of Victoria
\y afternoon, indicated the rare

\ying o the honorable Theodore Fink
in giving him, within the bar of the

‘[ Mouch of grey. Mr Mackin
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i the Miges Amendment Bill, in which
£ Was to lead off, came early, In a slough
hat of brown, followed by the leader of

0 Opposition, My Prendergast, In a
non, a col-
league of Mr Fink's on the Commismlon,
vas reaplendent In a veat of blue, under a
Aler of black, and set off with a ruddy
old of the pleasurs he was
eriencing In the honor thit wan to be

to the leader In the labors In which
d assiated, While the Opposition
wers silently taking thelr placea

he

mem
Mr Bent, in blagk, only relieved by the
glint of his spsctacles on the top of his

hend, preceded the Minlsiry, and pre-

House ftdelf, the thanks of Parliament.
splendid  services ‘he has
the people as Pre:udtn;ﬁ
' Commission on tha
of Melbourne, The plea-

caprice of a king “can make &

of the

Unlversity
sure o X
belted kanight a marquis, duke, and a*
s of the people are not |

ney, but are given Jealously and spar- |
Ingly. and only when 'richly descrved. |
to the ceremoeny, and
iteelf, were In Keep-

Importance of the
event. They were dignifled, yel
simple. Nothing extraneous was ob-
treded, and thers was no stralning of
unmeaning compliment—only, and for a
briet half bhour, the representatives of
the people honoredlin a fashion which the
people best approve, a servant who had
Been instinting In his devotion and zeal

the ceremony :
ing  Wwith the

- on thelr behalrl.

The potice paper of the Assembly had
but “one order of the day"—"The hon.
orable Theodore Flnk, Presldent of the
Royal Commission on the University of
Melbourne, to atiend the House (at half-
Half an hour be-
fore that time the galleries, all reserved
on this occasion for the Speaker, and
ireached only by speclal Invitation, had®
Art, scirnce, commosce,
and learning all found representatives,
and with the leaders In each came lndies
whise zsmart cosiumes and sober-gay
bunches of violets caught up the bright
sunshine which streamed In from the
head lighta of the chamber, and danced
playfully to and from the shining brass
chandeliera In the celling.

The Warden of the ESenate of  the

University, Dr 2AM'Icerney. arrived
early, and sealed  himself In the
front raw. of the top gRallery. Along-
side him were Professor Spencer

{Preslden: of the Profezsorial Board),
Professor Allen (Dean of the Faculty of
Medlcine), Professor Nansoan, Profeassor
and Mrz Moore, the Warden of Trinity
Coliege andhMrs Leeper, and the Regis-
trar, Mr W. E. Cornwall, M.A., and Mrs
Cornwall. Other educatlional institu-
tlons were represeated by Mr O, E.
HBlanche, principal of the Chureh of Eng-
land Grammar School, and Mrs Blanche;
Alr W, S. Littlajohn, principal of the
Scoich College, and Mrs Littlejohn: Mr
F. Tate, Director of Education, and Mrs
Tate, the president and secretary of the
Head Teachers' Assoclatlon: the secre-
tary of the Lady Teachers' Association;
Alr Swindley, Chlef Inspector of BEduca-
tion: the secretary of the Teachers'
Unlon; and Mr C. R. Lang, editor of the
State School Paper, and Mrs Long.
The,Law found reprerentatives in Sen-
alor Hest, Mr James Moloney, Mr James
Weatley and Mras Westlay, Mr Wolfe
Fink and Mrs Fink., Sir Matthew Davies
and Lady Davies, and Mr and Mrs L.

| 8. Woolt.

Of those engaged In vacled pro-
fesslons, In commerce, elc., there were
a bost, amongst whom were noted Mr
S. V. Winter, Mr A. H, Massina, Mr
Marc Fink, Mr Joel Fox. Mr W. J.
Skewea (secretary of tha Technlcal Come-
mission, of which. Mr Fink waw pre-
sldent) and Mre Skewes, Mr and Mra
A Ratheram, Mre A, G. and Mrs Hall, Dr

Joske and Miss Joske, Dr Felix Meyer
and Mrs Meyer, Mr Georgs Cartwright.

| Mr Emest Collins, Mra 8. Leon, Mr

'_ Marsden (Publie Woerks Department)

|

And Mra Marsden, Mr and Mrs Georgoe
Isaass, Mra J. A. Boyd, Mrs T. G. Wal-
%om, Mr, Mra and Miss J. Joshua, Mrs
T. G. Watson, Mr and Mrs J. H. Relily,
Mrs J. E. Mackay, Mr and Mrs J. H.
Bowman, Mrs George Swinbume, Mra
A. W, Craven, M T, Altken.

In the Speaker's galleries wers Mra

' Theodore Fink and other members of the
mmm Mra Frank Hl:;dm,
Webd,

Miss Watson, Milas

{ Beat,
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| nounced, “Gentleman, the Speaker.”

~of gosture In thu_d%_ J
'mﬂ'er" In the h’&%\?

sently found himself backed and flanked
by a solld body of Ministerialists, Sharp
on the tick of half-past four d'clogk the
Sergeant-at-Armuy, In “ahorts' apd rufMes,
and welghted by the golden mace, strods
majestically into the chamber, and an-
In
saber black gotwn and full Wig, and lack-
ing the magnificent yellow glashed gown
affected by Rant when he fllled the
chair, Mr Madden bowed (o tha hanorable
mombers=, who had risen to greet him, anl
then took his seat.

\ . The House having been constituted,
the Special business of the day maoved
ferward with precislon and ceélerity. *1
beég to move that a chair be placed on the
fioor of the House for Hlis Honor Sir
John Madden, the Chancellor of the Mel-
boaurne Unlversity,'" =ald’ the Premier.
*I gecond the mollon,'” announced the
leader of the opposition. The ayea had
it, of course, and the chalr having been
pliced on the right of the Speaker, the
Ghancellor, wearing his  splendld black
4nd gold robes of office, and carrylng his
cap in his hand, entered, ¢scoried by tho

sergeant at Arms, still bezring the mace, [

and hnving bowed ceremoniously, =ented
himeelf, The Viee-Chancellor, Sir Henry
Wrixon. was ‘to have attended, and to
have also beon acesmmodated with a
chalr on the laor of the House, hut, as
announced by the Speaker, his medical
advirer had ordered him out of todn
for the benefit of his health, and he was
Jerefore unable o be present. .

Thus far It was Hamilet without
the  Prlags, | and the eyes -~ of
the gallerlos  were fixed on-’' a

vacant easy chalr which had been placed
within the bar of the Houze, alongside
the seat next tho gangway on the front
Minlsterial corner bench—the seat which
Mr Fink had occupled prior to his
retllrement  from  politlcs. - The chalr
did not remain long wvancant, The
Cltrk (Mr Watson) read the order of the
day, the Sergeant at Arms eame in bow-
ing from the rear door of the chamber.
apnouncing that “the President of the
Hoyal Commission eon the AMel-
baurne  Univeralty,” was in at-
tendanse; the Speaker ordered. “Ad-

£ him.” and then, heralded by the
nmace-bearer, Mr Fink entered. The
Houss rose, Mr Fink standing at the
bar, bowed, first to the Speaker, and then
to the members on elther =ide, and took
his seat In the empty chalr, when bade
ta do 20 by the Speaker, The Sergeant at
Arms with the mace “grounded’ and
uprcight, stood beslde the distingulshed
“Strangar.” who was dressed {n a frock
FOit of black, and sat with hls hands
e » & pleture of nervousness, in

Mriked contrast to his wopted casiness
“'“JJ‘ELH

T but “the
‘hoborable member for Jolimont.** th

The Speakor's addiess In prezenting th
thanks of ihe Hause was an nl!urtng wnrf
thy of the occaxion, Justly proportionsd
mn:fn;th, senerous, bui not
praiss, comprehensive In iis grasp of
magnliude of the task which tﬁe h:;l:::f
f:-rahte meémber had performed, and In-
ielligent In its appreciation of the bone-
fita which the accomplishment of that
t.juk had conferred upon tne community,
the address volesd accurately the abllga-
tien of the House to Its late member, who
hid been set In a place of difficulty, and
ad acquitied himself with distinstion.
~aturally, sducation was the dominating
note. “In the midst of many things to

which your strong
mind were given, and skilful hand and

subject, which has always

and engaged the anxious conal ]

and commended the Renerous Hf:r.:fﬂ:'
of our Parliament—ihe universal educn-
tlon of our peopls, When all have lab-
ored at it, you have bean in a ful! sense
Its =elf-macrificing devotee.”

been the hope

then handed by the Cler]
‘who returned thanks, '
spinning  with obvious nervousness,
‘which even the cordial reception of the
‘membera could not evercome, Mr Fink ex-
pressed his great gratification to the
- House for |ts appreciation of the labors of
: himself und the members of the Commlia-
“slon . associated with him. Gathering
confidence as he progressed, he pressed
home up'n membern the vast Iimportnned
to the future of the country of tha mub-

Ject of education, ‘“Industry and come
. merce cannot ba served by half-tralned
| people, and Parllament should eontinue to
L encourage aducational study in a way to
davelop the Egrealeat of natlonal re-
sources — the characteristics and faecul-

tlen of chlildren—ao that well diselplined
" hands might be added to well informed
minds.'" Buch advice as this, backed by
the fulnesa of knowledge gained In a
patient and Intelligent investigation of the
I.xquuunn of education, the.world aver, Mr
\ Fink gave, and this latest address of his
on the subject & not unworthy to sup-
plement that pther one which he made in
Parllament .and which lives In the recol-
laction of those who heard It a=s one of ths
Ainest delivered within the walls of the
House, _ [

Thera followed a characteristle speech
from Mr Hent, promising a1 gocd time" (or
the University, and for educatlon gener-
ally, n brisk address from Mr Prendergast,
with a elarion note at the end—"Educa-
tlon should be free, secular, and com-
pulsory, and extend from the A.B.C. of

the lowest schools to the highest learning |

within the walls of the Univeralty"—and

| ana
‘lasted half-an hour, was over, Mr Fink
the chamber by the

roime remarks from  Mr  Mackinnon, (n
. whlch oteurred the declaration, “That no-
thing thal the Premier sald during his
election campalzn hed pleased him more
than his constantly repeated expresalon
of op:nlan that the posrest ehild In the
community should have nn opportunity,
by elucatlen, of rising to the highest pos-
alble position In the land.”

Tt was to have been expeoted that Mr
Mackionon would not content himael?
withour a classical quotation. He con-
tented himeelf with ones, an apt one,
Eenerously extended to embrace his prasi-
dent, "“Tha finger marks of all men aze on
all knowledge, and the finger marks of Mr
Fink will remain on Vietorian education
for all time."

The speechea of the Speaker and of AMr
Fink were ordered, on the motlon of thas

| Premler, seconded by Mr Prendergast, to

be printed on the records of the House,
the memorable ceremony., which

was escorted from
mace-bearer, the membera rising, and
remalning standing while he deparied.
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