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' Arroo [slands, New

Guincs, and the Northern Terntory on o
pearbshalling expedition: returmed to Eng.
Wnd in 1873, for u time resided in Ger
many, and came back to Australia ip 1878,
{n 1882 he was sppointed cogistrar of the
Adelaide University on the retirement of
Dr. 'ﬂ;ﬂpf. After holding the position for
10 years his bealth broke down. He then
l-rtt_l':lnd again near London, ‘apd had mwid-
ol in England ever sinee, The Chancellor
of the University (Right  Hon,
.Sir  Samuel Way) ecxpresed e
gret  at hearing  of  the doocade of
AMr. Tyaa, an remarked that the late gen-

an was an admomble clasdcal scholar

and an ardent bibliophile. He was also
kegnly interested in art ahd curious brie

| Hundreds of U . Wirrianda, el
E.;, Arkaba Wonoka, and Bardipota, On

| thenee

r-brac, and possesacd valuable collections ‘n
Al those bmopches of which be moade his
hobbiew, Mr, Tyas, =ud Sir Samuel, wos'|
brought into close and valual association
with  Matthew Amold thoough his
moele, AMr., leaf, a great  sik
manwfacturer,  of 8t Paul's Churche.
yard, whose palatial residence adjoined
Armold’'s.  This friendship was much
poeed by Mr. Tyas, who also gained much
from his couxin, Mr, Walter Leaf, who vwas
8 noled Gredian scholar and the editor of
R fine Greek edition of Howmer.,
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arpey be left the tmin 2 i
&rﬁm : MW E Hawker, m:i
to Hookina and Warcowle,
country,”’ said Mr, Dutton, “'is  ooe ol
mf" surpriscs. The year jual. 2=
though in o commercial sensy n fallure—
has been one of the most revnarkable, and
for cight ycams the far north former bas
nover culered upon n pew year with bet-
Lo courage than thit with which be looks
forwand to 1904, Whils merchanta and
creditors wre q.wmlﬂinu aver anolher dis |
appolntmant, he, who has battled i o
Yent,  dogged berotsm in mint and hardship
for nearly a decade, is prepa in strong
confidence for thia year's meeding operi
tions, - Too late in his district the drougly
broke up for -him to secure a payable re
turp: but it has surely broken up, and, ex:
a:-i*]glin: the wheatflelds, the nfn:l?:.ﬁl;:ﬁﬂ
above are ona groal expansc o 1 3
dure, and the m!l;bnnll”nnd Llucbush urv

showing up well again, ]

“Why. then, has the wheat t fafl-
ed P="That s the question; and it might
well mepay the stale to study the probler
on the spot while the stubble in still stand-
ing: for the plant never xipened, To the
surprise and dismay of every one, within
a month of harvest, und wlen it appearcd
to. be safe, most of whent djed off.
The vicisitudes of the growing period
were startling and pumeérgus,  Patchy suin-
me: storms, though  thar  eliects word
quickly effaced by repeated  duststorms,
nureed the faith in a peuring eycle of wet
iyeary, but there wis a racking anxiely
threugh the entire absence of fodder or

140,

' herbage, seed or wouncy, and the Thelpless-
resg wae intensified by the prices current —
wheat 5/8 per bushel and hay £0 per ton.
Hope revived when the seced wheat movie
nient took shape, and home opicris wets
'denied that any available cash might be
' devoled to buying home feed for the sov-
ing of the 24-bag maximum of soed contris
buteil by a  sympathising !mlzlur anit
distributed by a wise Government.
Mueh sced had, perforce, to misd e
chance of o chance of an carly start
giter the Apri! raips: the rains of June
ware cold, though uscful; July and Aujuat
were pretty dry, and after that the expecs
tations of srucecsa'were fnint. Wet weather
m - September and  October brought 1ew
]lu]‘li.", and the plant l?"if:‘l.ll to gFTow ke
pragie,  But in the middle of i!w latter
month the wheat was killed. Some sy
ene frosty night did it: but it 18 scaccedy
credible ' that an exactly smilar _effect
would be thus produced over so wide v
arca and upon such waried  sfagst ol
growth.,  Morvover, froat-Llighted jsants
ceually ripen in the usual way, hut are bar-
ren or shovelled, In these Inr[nlrrd-t, howe
ever, it died as it stood, and did net npen,
except in the pinclied gmmins such as are
jound in extra-ripecut hay,”

“Ia any other theory advanced as o pro-
lable cause?'—"One  thoughtful {anmer
sugeoets that the land itsell, by reasom of
the drought., hnd been starved of necded
liguid nourishment, and just as an:nals
cannot breedlor e fruitful when under
aiross of thirst or hunger, o the dienoght-
warched ground, when the weather ¢cane n
very hot, an it did 1ate in October, absorb-
e¢d  the moisture for ita own sustenance
down to & level below the reach of the
wheat roots, and the Intter starved. \Whe-
ther thie theory be right or wrong, T cam-
oL =ay.; but from thousmnda of acres 'l'!IJ:.'.t
Lromised 2 bags, the reaper is golhering
“ 10 3 bushels of pinched, wm=leable gmin
varving from 55 to 60 b, per bushel and
a disster B0 unioue scemy to call for ex-
rert investigation.”

“What of the folure* Has the fariner
or his ercditor anvy sgsurance that the come-
ing ymr will be différent ?"—"The drought
bas ended, and the seed wheat fund of
lagt year woa not mistaken generosity.
bhave conlidenee in the following fasis:—-
1, The elimalic conditiona have been ateadi-
Iv changing, the summer mips are scaing
L the gubeonil, and lees min next viantsr than
bat shoold suffiee for a good hareest, The
ehimatie reactiom in the axties lasted mto
the scvintios, and the recent dry oyele has
been more severa and protracted. Tt is
reasonable to look for a rorrepadding rnn
of wel seasonn, 2. The Seed Wheat Fund
wos o good national invedtment, It aver-
ted the conestion of the laliowr maaket
theomeh the blank min of thoosands of oor
worthisst countrymen. The gmnt of sred
wave the far north peapls rourage, and the
[rmall rrop taken off will give them seed
»nd four, and enough over In provids for
bare necomaried this vir, Whodras many
hat vear wore not able to properly i
the Tandl soven, 1hé vama fnrmers hiave toe
duy 20 to M0 scres of well-ploneha] fal-
lew rendy for sowing, nnd a larger aereee
of wheat will. be put in, beranse what
:wtr:; I:ﬂ-!} h:hq_-u'l i n‘.tmﬂ-tt #ﬂml-ui:ilp. ’lgh:?

o ot inme, wii plenituly o
elraw, hav, and hirhage. hoe removel the
hopelss tone of 12 months ogo, and the
!‘Wd‘.'::;mh“ ?k-m“l on fﬁu rho-
. siptment  eerainly, - bal strong
I‘l?ﬁhm and firm iﬂ-tlrlﬁrnnlltlﬁn to lemve
o meane untrisd to-make the best of this
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vear and slarl tbe noxt free of dobb™

years.”
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o A SCIENCE CONGRESS™ e
_l' o-morrow there will he opened in Dane.
din, New Zealand, the biennial cﬂwn.:r
the Australasian Assoclation for the Ad.
Vancement of Science, and from all parts of
the Commoawealth learned men have jour-
neyed thither to take part in the discus
siony. . South Australia is represented by
about a score of members, including among
thenm Professor Bragg, of the Adelaide Ual.
vernity, DProfessor Towar, of llhu,.'nﬁhf
Agricultural College, and the Very Rev.
Dean Marryat. The congress will last for
n week, and the learned Jabors of the scicn-
tists will be brightensd and rendered lighter
by various excursions to the chief beauty
spots of New Zealand, Nearly a thousand
men ond women who take an interess in the
spread of exact knowledge on scientific sab-
Jjects will be in attendance, and the procecd-
ings will ba similar to those which marked
the meetings of the association in Adelaide
five or mix years ago. Papers will be read
by experts, and general discussions will fol-
low. The association was formed to give a
stronger impulse and a more  systematie
dircction to scientific enquiry, and to pro-
mote the intercourse of those who cultivate
science in different Aunstralasian States, and
in other countries, . It aims also at obtain.
ing more general attention for the ob;
of science, and at the removal of any disad-

vantages of a public kind that may impede
ite progress.  The assqeiation meets every
two years, and the prescnt will be the tenth’

Cealled together. Each State is selected in
rotation for holding the meeting, and the
New Zealand conference will complete the
second round, Syduey, Melbourne, Adelaide,
and Hobuart having already  been  visited
twice, The New Zealand Government has
given £500 towards the expenses of the cons
greas, and is makiog a further concession by
granting feee ratlway passes to all oversea
vititors, The congress this year wiil be un-
der the presidency of Professor David, of
Sydney University.  The congress will be
divided into two sections, for each of 'rhin_:h
a president will bo appointed.  The pro-
gramme embraces a great variety of scient
fic subjects upon which the delegates 'i“
deliberate. Desides the papers to be read in
the different sections there will be present-
ed reports of the special research commit-
teca appointed at the last mectiog, which
which was held in Hobart. There is that,
for instance, from the seismological mmml}?-‘h
tee upon the progress of investigations in
terrestrial magnetism in Australasia, The
 glacial committee has a subcommittee that
“was appointed to record structural featurcs, |
such ns important folds and faplts in Aus}
tralia, with o view to studying the evolu
of the Australasian land surface, This com-
mitteo also will submit a report upon ilaf
investigations,  ws will another appoints
ol to recommend a uniform system for the
nomenclature of the igneous rocks of Aus
tralasin. Another commitice appointed st
obart wae to colleet lists of names and re-
commenditions as to the spelling of native
| names of places. A committee will also re
‘port on the education of mentally defective
children. Two sections whose dflihﬂﬂu.“’!.'r
will be of special importance are thowo de-
‘voted to public health and qﬂuﬂl“ﬂ‘;_.'_'..}
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occasion on which its members have beea
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