cient experience.  Iach
civil engineoring were now
through the full examina-

hey were not cons'dered
n

- : bain. Last week a student
who passed through the university admitted
to him that he was not competent to take
AN asdistant sarveyor’s position, Sinea
1808 17 graduntes had nresented themselves,
8 of whom passed, Only one man p

at the first attempt who had nob had ex-
Perienee a8 A surveyor.

JJQQ@, 23" Gl 1903,

The inherent tendency of students to play,

practical jokes of a rometimes unplessant
kind, and to indulge from time to time in
playful pranks, requires in connection witly
the Melboume University a somewhat fors
midable statute, instructing the professora
to maintain discipline and impose limited
punishment. The coundl of the university;
decided  recently to give the professorial
board extended powers of punmhment, and

cases of misconduct or breach of disciphne,
to inflict such punixhment as it thonght fit,
provided that the council might vary in
any case in which it was propoed lo cx-
clude a student from the university for
mare than 15 months. The President of
the board, it was also recommended, might
inflict a fine not exoceding 20/, or exclode &
student for 24 hours, or till the matter has
been dealt with by the boarnd, and the same
might be done by individua] professors or
lecturers for breaches of discipline in class,
These pecommendations woere adopted by
the council, with the qualification that the
council might go to the length of sctting
aside a sentence of rustication for molg
than 15 months.—Melbourne Age.
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to
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ed to other universl=

sans under tho

dard of wages, and thus paralyse”indusiry
ani! retard the advancement of commeree.’
The balance sheet sbowed a credit of £252
1/d el
—~The Pmﬁdmtlll-d.jdrg;fl] '
The President (Mre. 8, J. Jacobs), in
moving the adoption of mrmnrt and ba.
lanee sheet, sad:—This being the fourth
and probably the last occaxign, ot
any rate for some time, that L shall have
the prvilege -of addresang you. tram the
chair, I 1 (': the um:mitun ty of cﬂ;ﬁﬂ:ﬁ
the Stawd Government for e
oxtended (o meo as President ‘of thia cham-
bors T scant also to n:co-ﬁ:lm the inspiring
interest exhibited by the two successive,
comipiittiees of my presidency in the work |
and objects of the chamber, and I want to
testify to the industre and activaty of the
gecretary (Mr. Creswell), 10 iz also my duty
to refer with grmatitude to the powerful as-
mutapee which the press gives, by liberal
publicity to the work of the chamber, It
s intensely satisfactory to bring under
vour notioe the fact’ that tho number of

the board on Monday recommended that!
the statute be altered to give it power, In'

moembers, of the chamber :Dﬂm igheal on
record during its long pe exislenco
of 61 years, but there are yet.a.great.num-
her engagetd in the com ce+of -this stato
who I ‘shoold be glad [ e adding by
membership to the intluénce hnd power of
a  necessary and important ipstitution.
lairing the yvear the stream of commerce
has {lowed prosperously, and nothing has
%0 much vontributed to its fulness as the
happy ¢hance of agriculturists within the
line of rainfall sceuring plenteous crops at
0 time when the lessa fortimate neighbour-
ing states were suffering from towal ful-
ures, and avere necesaarily buvera at.abnor-
mally high prices. It may be lang befare
farmers again experience such a fortunate
combination of circumstances, and the

will do well Yo bear in mind, the able ad-

viee of Bir Jenkin Coles, and abstain from

basing thear. ealenlations wpon .an igolated
paperrence. « The guing of the wear awill be
best invested by formers in adopting the
moxt modern and scientific methods of cul-
tivation, thus. securing a cheaper cost of
nroduction to cope with the more: difficult
matkets in  the future, (Hear, hear.)
" —Aopstralian Finance,—

There is. every reason Lo  believe that
South Auvetralian producers generally have
suhstnntidly benelited by the ‘inerease of
markets afforded by anterstate _Trﬂ‘til'.'lﬂn.
and no tosk could lhiave been miote inter-
esting than to trace the movements of pro-
duce bebwoeen the stales had the necessary
statistios becn-available, Yourwill have re-
cently read with interest that the Fede-
! Governmeént nre projecting” a  statisti-

ADELAIDE CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE.

T],:r::c l'.-'a{. GENERAL MEETING.

A4ac annual general meeting of the Ade-

!-;l-‘.ic- Chamber of L‘ammrm*-gtga: h';ld nt;

d;lae* rooms, X3 Waymoath sireet, on Fri-

df;t]ul'temapu* hl‘ih'. S. J, Juacobs (Presi-
Was an the chair,

Wis the Jarget on mmd“rhn attendance

be general comnittee, 10 !
[ifty-third annual report, mnimt::(f H:E
?nr?nlmn on the continued growih of the
:1 uence of the chamber. The report stat-
»—""The number of members on the roll
M now 136, which copstitutes n record in
the history of the chamber. The committeo
ale very gratitied at chis further indica-
:t:un ol appreciation of the advantages of
the chamber. A complete list of members
Rwving namer, nddresses. . ings, | codes
used, cable address, &é.. fas been forward.-
ed to all parts of the world in reply to each
:_:I.' the great number of enquiries received
A0F particulars of local firms and their bus-
nesses, At the last hall-year mecting the
1ulen of the chamber were altered ko that

any society, nsocintion, or o n by
pravided it becunie a Memhut-m:!ltﬁl:g cham.
ber, could be represented  on the general
cammittes by ite President or nominec,
' Yirtue of thisv new authocity, the follow.
Kentlemen  have been appainted  ex
o bern of the commitiee: —Mr, It.
Huring, President of the Commercial Tras
| Warehousemen's A msociation:

e Ipatitybe of
sy, ol

cal depariment, but in the meantime there
ix no reason chy the Customs, Departments
chould nob furnish at least monthly, returns
of all imports and  exports between  the

the gift of the principal of a prominent

‘The question of completing the transAue
tralinn railway be regarded as “sub
juﬂiﬂ,“'-m:‘ﬂneﬁi the project to South
Awstralia i not ioo apparent, but its ad-
vantages (o the A in Commenwealth
are snall indeed compared to those which
would accrie from the completion of a
trunscontinental milway from south to
north, N ean be of greater impor
tance to the monwealth than to tﬁ
into q:lu-t:; contact wﬂl&lthe rutdut' t
warld, and a glinee at the map and a Te-
cognitim of the railway projects in Hurope
and Asia will at once convince unbiased m-
vestigators of the immeasurably grealer i
portance in the interesis of progress and
development of the north cver the west
}Iiru-.l Our State Government lln:: to be
wped ame spuring neither mopey no: trou-
h?t!mtn, mu“t: r{ﬁc consmnmation of the
scheme, which surely shoull have command-
ed the encoumgement snd support of a pro-
gressive Federal Govermment., -
r-{‘nmmerrinl-}'.'dmli-uu.ﬂnh S
The active part taken by this chamber,
in the promotion of ‘¢ higher cotnanercial
edieation has been *=tognised by the Une
versity of Adelaide in toc tewnt of
iw-ur ﬁ’itﬁ?!}ﬂﬁdﬁ{{an W cﬁgﬁﬁﬂ!;ﬂi
ippe) and of my sCALE an
of Commercial Studies; and, forther, by

commnercial acdemy of this city of two
scholarsirips tenable for (wo years at his
acadany to be competed for by nominecs
of the members of the chamber.  Every
where the necessity for the higher commer-
il education iz recognised, and there could
I no more mm'inunﬁl teslimony  of if=
vadue than the gift made to the Umversity
for 1ts enconrugement by s able and expe-
rienoed 4 bosipess man as Mr. Joseph
YVisler. (Cheers)) Our young men must
take the matter gecously, or lose the beat
positions in life to those who have taken
the itroable Lo complete their equpment

sinles. Huflr_inﬁrmml:inn wm;ld bc of im-

mense’ value to preducers and merchants,

Nothing makes the prospect of the future
more pleasing than the recent sabstantial
atvancee in the value of metali—an advance
whicli it 1s gencrally believed will e wel)
n'mintained. Io the increased impetus thus
given to important mming  induostries we
shall be able to more comfortably tide over
the depression  ocousioned by  drought.
1t v.lvuq 1!.*:5-.- of lhf ﬂm';:rmnimt to m?d\,itr
gpcnjogst to report on the plospects of ATl
tunga, It wouald have been in the highest
degree injudicious to place any relince on
the wave of speculation created by the
florid sugcestions of irresponsible mining
cxperts, Hear, hear.) Mr. DBrown's
repert is sufliclent  to warrant. an
cntnest  and  svstematic developinent
of o promimng  Held, and i=  not
‘ta be regretted becanse disastrous to wild
speculntors..  The trade generally of this
atate may be characterized as scond and
~wholesome, but there still existz the ne-
| eeswity for prudence, as a further continu-
ance of the drought in the far north would

the 'money market tlmoughout the year
lias been to harden—the scarcity of moncy
artsing. from n series of bad seasons, amd
consequent decredsed  production and ex-
ports; and from an unusually heavy dreain
upon our stores of gold. There have been
much excitement and alurm at the serious
decline in the value of British and colo-
nial Government fecurities.  The fall was
don primarily to the cxtraordinary de-

it afforded opportunity for a vigorous at-
tuck on the sufficiency of security offored
fue thepresent publio debt of Australia.-The
sirong wuggestions that  Austraba, while
recklessly  fina ..1“!1. over-borrowing,
han nt the sune o wbﬂc@aﬂ-'thﬂ_ vislue
of she -c-u_trit? she offers by the socialistic
tendency of her legislation, whether justi-
fied or not, shonkl - Government and
logisdators paoee and thinks, The waming
may be usefal. ir, however, this com-

or  reasonable amounts=and we should
only borrow and spend in reason—can al-

be (loated with kuccesa, The
Mv deposi ts II::-*AW"E ?ll,'l ankers are
n:iunintgj of this, but better atil ﬁﬁ.
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prove a disturbing foctor. The tendency of+

mands on the Eoglish money market, hut'

}m ting element of iﬁ'dar;nut[tﬂu, that loana |

by traming. .
—Customa Administration —

The stringency which characterized the
earhier administration of the Federal Cus-
tomns Act has not, as, was expected, l.:n-th-nl
mcilowed by time. (Lﬁt_rr the gates of the
cunalom honse there i€ still the nd, ™Al
hope abandon ye who ‘incorrectly enter’
here,” (Loud lavghter.) Eserywhere the
Australian * merchant proclaimed  am
honest fellow, and treated as if he Ifﬂ'm

e

itl-a reverse,  (Cheers.) The course of com-
meree is (ogeed by an exaggerated fear for
the safety of the rovenue. (Cheers)
Atwention i called to the increase of the
amount of consaence money paid to the
'Cuatoms Department, but no one 1= sur-
‘prised that bonest traders concea) their in.
nocent mistakes and make good the duty
anonymously. In  the adminmtration of
such an Act as the Customs Act, [rumed
with stringency Lo prevent fraud but not
to hinder commetce, there is necesary a
diserimimating  and  far-scoing  justice. 1
admit that the machinery of such an Act
cannot be #o nicely adjusted as to prevent
friction occurring now and then, but lega-
l{x is not necessarily a test of justice, and
broader views are required in  the intes
reste of commerce. The committee bave
caken the utmost pains to biing before
the Minister for Trade and Customs the
grievances of traders in respect of costoms
administration, In some matters the Minis-
ter bas fixed ideas, and relief mn only be
sccured by certain constitutional methods
tending to the appaintment of o new ad-
ministrator, or amendment of the law, Mr.
Kingston inssts—though it is difficult 6
follow his logie—that a vniform tanfl must/
have a uniform administration, quile irne
spective of the fact that different condi-
tions can, and do, exist in different Aune
tralinn porls neosssititing a variation of
procedure 1o suit the circumstances. Surely:
an adménistration that ignores thiv point of
view must bave a uniformity of 1 ol
and injustice.  Mr. Kingston claims eredit
for consulting Chambers of Commerce be-
fore drafting the Customs Bill, but o far
Crned (b Torethoteht Late enserationd
cerned their Torel and _

for the benefit of the Minister bave
not alwaye had  eficct, Tn a Jotter
to  the Minigter of  Mareh 15, JIHI.I,I
being  before the toms Rl  was
drafted, the committee callel the  atteation
of the '}.'Hu‘lulnr- to the difference of sondi.
tions existing hlgit. _ ' A
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