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- 1Mﬂmuu, of Adelaide hus just issued
u:ﬁ‘hﬁm and syllabus for l.dn ensuing
Jand - the lﬁ}l:lm report  of the
. for 1902 The
gfl‘bhtmhnm 172 octasa pages, and
o “-!ﬂ-l.mhtmuuu respecting the forin.
.[mll!!imumﬂan, rupﬂizli:-m-thu mﬂl:::

) yoars examinations, a
h]:!"ﬂﬂ submitted  to candidates inndlt‘}u'.’.

- e

L 1o the elementiry commercil exami
Sl R oE (v DAiated o, ful
and 0 : .
ciency (Xpentid e standard of ¢
: = —Critical Examiners.—

@ notey by examiners are printed, and
form an jnst ruelive :{Hnmmtml'_v u[u'n:' the
work of the competitors in the varions exs
‘_.mimuﬁunh

vary Examination.—Dealing first with
Ly primary, the resolts in Etlﬂ!lﬁh are saiu
::“. be, “as usual,” far from satwfactory, the
ailures are too numerous, and “nearly bill
of those Wiy pams raise doabts in the minds
ol the examiners.” The remark is mide
that candidates enter for the examinations

ore the time whenthey can take thew
comtortably, and wenkness is noticed ‘I
RTammar, amalysis, detinitions, and cssays,
Uut of 86D cntries only M0 passed, Ip arith.
metic 717 satisied the examiners, the ma.
Jority getting at least five problems eorrect
el of the seven propounded, and the lis
tory papers were nearly as successful, $01
candidates seoring 622 passcs. The Greok
and Latin papers are described as easy, and
“those who failed, failed miserably,” There
Were three eandidates in Greek, and one
s while in Latin the ‘éntrics numbered
W50, and the pasics 238, The secoesscs 10
French, 111 passes, 117 {ailures, reached a
bigher standand than Jast year, and’ gave
evidence in many cases of carctul teaching;
bat the failores were glaring, and M per’
cent, of the candidates, it ix stated, should
never have been allowed to it for examina.
tion. Spelling in both French and English
was decidedly weak. The eight failures out
of 42 German jupers were caused, apart
from the ordinary rules of declension, by,

aminer recommends the enforecmeny of the
rule never to moemorise, any German noup
unless  coupled with -its proper definite
article.  Algebra  had 378 pusses and 3971
fatlures, anid the result is noted ax mitisfac
tory. In this oranch, too, many ' wha failed
were unfit' to enter, and the importance o)
ineisting on the relation between alzebrs
and anthmetio is urged,

Junior Examination.~Here again  bad
spelling,  looseness of style, anid careless
compoxition are spoken of a8 charactenatics
of the English literature and history see
tions. In the  latter " 40 per cent.
of the candidates from the 'country centres

'for the test. The answers in the Greek papers
disclosed that the pupils for the more part

el pothing thorcoghly, thiugh the'

Latin work was satisfactory., 'The cand-
dates in French were unéven. In Germian
there was vast divergence of attainment,

and in two cases the work was almost fault-,

lesw, while 11 out of 131 candidates failed
to get oncthird of the marks possible.
Physiology proved a weak' subject  with
many, and ove-fourth of the gompetitars
foiled o socure )  per cent. of marks
while there wis too la a proporiion ui
Teplies characterized by loose and vague ex:
pression, The hotany section reveale rOMIC,

Yague and confused, and there was a ten-

ey to use botanical termom without know.
fix their meaning, For the junior examina.
tion 581 candidates entered, an increase o
156 on last year. ;

Senior Examination.~It ix hardly eredit-s
able that the senjor and bigher Englich
litesature dividon shounld be found wo much
wanting as the first paragraph of the eriti-
dism weems to  indicate. . “'Looseness of
thought and writing” should not be com-.
mon i this of all brinchés covered by the

ination. The charge of too much
rary immorality does not sprak well {or
the sudents. “Vague and often meaning:,
Jewn jargon of appreciation” s a common:

ult in some sdcial circles, which follow,
the literary fashions of the day, and the
examiners are well advised In otlering o
ord of cenxure when they find it among’
idates for the University certificates,
e advice given in respect to history e

Lo the point. that plenty of practice in
writing down ﬁéﬂ fiﬂ' pupil pum_i- omi
mently desirable. In senior Greek great
Ignorance of miu i complained of, and
oo riotable mistake was due 1o “ar want

] and  commonsense.”  Weaker

candidites in Latin cam out very un

o {,:_'in the h'lmhliqnmg'[-w!:n;l‘“?ﬂ,: |
at  Ianguage; mneverilicles, taken all
i ll:ﬂ‘u} performiance was better

i
a

ew cxcellent papers, but the majority were

m]l‘-hq latter dividon great interest will ate

the difficult question of gender, and the ex..

in South Auvstmlia’ were quite nnprepared)
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The report of the Publle Fxam | nat
Beand of the Adelaide Unlversity
Wilys affords mare or less Intervsiin
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|commnnity geovrally lhllﬂﬂi“ stundgand
ot education atialoed Ly the avernge

to mise this standard (= deserviog
support.  The Unilversiiy has contrd.
buted largely, bBoth directly and  fudis
reetly, to the advance uf knowledge In
South Auvstralln. The extended du-
ties of the academy of the stnte are
fraught with o double advantages The
[dea that the TUolyersity exists almost
exclusively for the (nenleation of learn-
ing hax fortunntely passed away, ol
scareely less urgent than lts diveer ope-
ration a8 the highest teachiog nstio-
tion/ in the lund are s comparatively
pewly acquleod fonetlons as oo exn-
mintog body, The value altachiaz to
the ceptitientes 1s<ud In the séveral di-
vislons under which fests are conduct-
il la conslderalde, anid donbtless It
acts as an lneentive o compoetitors 1o
sivive o the utinost to attaln the pro-
Hefeney requisite for thele aeqgaisition.
Even df this were all, there would be
goodl mazon for continulog and Increas-
g the work In this ednnectlon: Lut
perhaps of greater moment Is the in-
centive ziven to professional teac
and principals of schools to adopt me-
thods likely to lead thele puplils to suc-
coss 1t the Univeesity.  With such o
systom of ascertaloing the result of the
| year's work the Iocfliclent or indolent
teacher glands but  little chanee of
(gudning for hig classes a reputation
which will commend them to publie

opinfon. In this matter examlnations |

by the school Inspectors and tests by
University exuwiners are widely diffe-
renf,

It would be Impossible to gavge with
preclsion the real value of any eilu-
entionnl system by mere oxnmipation
test=y but the pew spleit of scholastl-
clam Is perhnps ns warked in the pro-
cordings at these trials 9% in the wodns
operandl of the clagsroom, To lead ont
| the Taculties, 1o sharpen and equip
Cthewm, i2 the gzoal of all trae eduration,
and mere memorizing bas Httle perma-
nent Gilue,  The examioers of the Ade-
lnhle University deserve credle for the
paing they have taken in settng soch
questions as will ln some degeee mea-
sure (e pawer of =tudents to apply the

and Instruetive resdiog.  Fow qoess
tlons ane of more lmportance o the

cltigen, Aoy lonstitutlon which tmg

knowledze they have zalnod.  Koow-
Iedge without thought Is useless. wnd
Ethe Jibe frequently indulged In to the

.affoes thak suscenssful University men
are not beard of lo thelr fulure career

viclons system of “eram’ which so long

leglon, and It I8 no longer essential to

portunity, nre among the

nmd, although the report does not deal

It 1% 0 step townrds It

numbee of entries than wis shown In

may have been mainly due to the

prevalled.  Books of cefercoer  bhave
multiplled so rapldly that thelr name Is

the effective discharge of life's dutles,
evon In one of Its learned walks, that
noman ghonld be an embodied encyelo-
thudin of technleal detadl,  Power to
think, promptitude to act with jmdg-
meat, alerthess (o #ee nnd selze an op-
resulis  for
which eduention shonld strive. A Unl-
versity training I8 desiralde In &0 far
ag 1t will assiat in acriviog at this end, '

with the netual University curdenlu, |
It Is gratifylng to note in the sia-

tistlesd pullslied - by the board that in
ecach divigion thend has been a larger
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wit of Hiermry Hoglish: and

yet thore 1s mmmﬁw
mjdishwent  than that of speaking
and writing Eogllsh well. A pleasiog
feature of the rovised enrricolnm of the

University is the introduction of com-

wnirelnl subjocts ot the lsts of examl-
nntol tests,  Tossibly experiotce may
disclose o poeed for modiication of the
standards for an elementary examilos.
tlon of this kind, but the work pro-
mises 1o be of great utilliey,  The re-
port of W examloers will nol cscape
criticlsm in some parts, but this will
not detract from the lmportant
that South Australia possesses in |
Unlversity nn instioation which Is
coming more and mwore worthy of th
high traditions of s great eXem
In other parts of the King's domin
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HCMOUR AT THE UNIVEERSITY,

Of all humour the uncomscions type s
usually most happy, and specimons of glis-
tening comedy invariably crop oul of *tra-
goedy of the University.” Here are a fen
taken from the report of the last public
examinalions in connection with the Ade.
laide University :—"Domesday bBook was
written =0 as to keep an account of all that
came {o pass of imporfance, whether l.ﬂod;
‘or bad, and it was suppossd to be read at
tho end of the world,'” said one student;
another remarkad thag it was so called be-
e the peoplo believed they would have
to refent of their sins before they died;"”
and a third, who has yet to Jeam some-
thing of the complex pature of men and
the limitations of human knowledge, stated
that “Domesday gave an exact description
of ‘every man, woman, and ohild!” In sush |
“shote’” one ean undervtand the workings
of the candidate’s mind; it is not wo easy
to account for the following:—"John \Vy-
clife was the inventor of the spinning
jeony;” “Dunstan was the man who, when
tnyng 1o convert a tribe of savages, was
mtted to death with trombones Cand:
dates constantly wse terms whose signifi-
cance they do not understand, ax for o
stance—"The Court of Star Chamber was
a law in Henry 11, time, consisting of one
Judge,” &eo; “Thomas Cromwell will al-
ways be known as the Protectorale of Ire-
land;” “Alfred aleo  was an invention!”
which statement might be a sceptical e
ferenco to the uncertainty of documentary
evidence, but was probably due to a some-
what undiznified  identification’ of “Eng-|.
land’s darlmg"” with his geaduated tallow
candle. There, i aleo a curions inconse-
quence about the statoment “Henry 11, and
Decket were great friends Gl Berket was
mada Archbishop of Canterbury. He thml
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the provious year, The total percent-
nge of passes |8 not g0 high as might
be desired: but the conditions  nmder
which stidents ace entonsl nay  to

some extoent aecount for (his .ﬂnnﬂl-l

dites are deawn from all parts of the
sate In oa hﬂhﬂ‘%mw
manner, and o remark of » vernl exa-

minore-hiat i many il
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