MLT0 bo strictly  educatlonal,
HE  service  examinations In
_ Jvere organized as a protection
3gainst the great scandal and cost of
Appolutments and promotions through
political Influence.  Clive and Welliog-
ton, Napolion and Washington, Slr Isane
Newton and Linnaocus, Swift and Scott
were dunces or dlers at school; aod,
though they Hyed In the old stupld days
of teachlng, there Is litde doubt that
they would have ralled under our
modern tests.  Why should all our
educated men be turned out on the
same pattern wheo the whole trend of
evolution Is to differentinte? The com-
petitdon for employment among edu-
cated men s all the keener beeause of
the uniformity of the training they re-
celve.  However, the examination SY8-
tem is in existence, and anll that can be
done Is to suggest some palliatives
which would give It more clasticity.|
Execept for a few important dates, ab-
 solute exactoess I8 not so good as an
approximation to it; for the latter
shows conversance with the period,
while the preclse date may be wmere
rote work. Where two or more facts
give rise to an Iden, It should be congld-
ercd more wvaluable than o greater
nomber of facts without any original
thought. Where one subject 1s Intel-
ligently treated, the paper in swhich It
Is discussed should bave preference
over a colourless essay, which 1s botter
spelt or marked: by superior constrie-
tlon. Political cconomy s one thing:
spellipg and grammar are quite diffe-
rent matters.  The examlipers should
v-nmui'm:u amd not discourage origina-
hity, and they might frame the ques-
tlans to that end. Memory  was not
the only parcnt of the Muses—~the crea-
tive spirlt of Zeus bad  even a larger
share in thelr origin: and memory with-
ont that creative spirit may be both
alavish and tyrannical
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AMUSEMENTS.
—_
ELDER CON SERVATORIUM,
The final concert of the year by the sto-
dents of the Elder Eum{cﬂiﬂrhnii u:.‘:t':t::-r

ol a crowded and most appreciative au-
dience on Tuesday evening. Al of the

regarded a8 the “ernck ‘students of L
institution. Consequently the perform-
apce generally was of a high order, und tlhie
audience attested their approval by re.

lirst movement of Mend n's Octet, Op.
20, for four violins, two vielas, and  two
‘celli, played by Hu-u Clarice Gmemer,
Winnitrod Cowperthwnite, Florenca Cooke,

uIE \'I'hﬂiﬁl :
& young pianist of great promise, dlisplaye

his playving, of Licat's difficuly
fantawin.””  An
‘molo was coniribu
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{cj;ung people who appearad are farly well
wnown to regular attendants at these cons
certe; indeed, the majority may be fairly

calliog every one of the young musicians.
A satwslactory opening wan made with Lhe

Muy, Bae,, Vera Jurs,, and Ethel Ridings.
wnd Mesars, Eugene Alderman, Harold Par-
wony, nnd Fritx Homburg,  In their render-
ing of this attractive work the young in-
strumentalista gave every evidence of care
ivl preparation, and though thero were oc-
cunonal lapses their intonation  waa, on

';\:u'.!. Master Drowster Jnmmi.

eapital technieal powers and mttilﬁnw in

“Rigoletto
r excellent pmaoforte
_ by Miss Helen 1"l
lips, who gave the firt movement (rom

Schumann's A minor con with ' tecli-
mical fiialy and much” tadte. *‘The orcho.

accompaniment -
anclortady r. Ef‘i‘;{h’; T
mg_-.ﬂ'}l Hllh:l:iﬂf.: ¥ '..‘-.:ﬁ a1 ﬂml;..
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‘nists, He was busy preparing for 0

pel
(H.R.H. Prince Chnistian’s), and in July,

climate, wo he resigned his appointment,

THE FIRST LOCAL DOCTOR
OF MUSIC. |

SUCCESS OF MRE. E. HAROLD
DAVIES,

The musical public of Adelaide will
learn with d:-huum of the socoess of Mr.
E. Harold Davies, who has passed his final
examination for the o of Doctor of
Musi¢ of the University of Adelaide, and
thus is the first muscian to win that dis-
tincton. . Prior to this ho held the degroe
ol Mus. Bac. of the samg University and
Amiociatle of Royal Lgﬁm of Urgunists,
London, JMr, E. Harold Daview was
nt Oswestry, England, in July, 1857,
He comes of u muscal famiy, his
father baying been conductor of the local
Handel Socicty, and associated with the
celebrated Dr, Henry lLeslic in the local
ﬁru-t]urtim of many choral works. Ar, I:...I'

arold Davies was educated at the Oswes
try Grammar School, where he was one of
the choristers in the chapel choir. At the
carly age of 16 he became organist of
Christ Church, and remained there until
his departure for South Australia, which
took tl:‘I?u.l:‘: in December, 18586, Mr. Davies
then being in his twentieth year. It was
not, however, until after he bad securad
this appointuent that be entertained se
rious { m:——tvhtg of taking up musc ag a pro-
fession,  When this step daken he at
once became a pupil of DY Joseph C.
Bridge, the emioent organist of hester
Cathedral. On his arrival in Adelaide he
was appointed orgunist and choirmaster of
Christ Church, Kapunda. This position he
held for nearly iwo years, at the mme time
conducting the Kapunda Philharmonic So-
aety. His next position was at St. Peter's,
Glenelg, where Lip eatered upon his duties
in November, 1888, and continved until
Junuary, lw, when he resigned in order
to have a trip to England, Shortly after
s arrival in the old country he secured
the n}}]'ﬂ'ﬁntmmt of organist and choirmas-
ter of the Royal, Windsor Park

1800, he succeeded in obtaining the degree
of Awsovinte of the Royal Mnitmu of .

higher degree of Fellow of the same col-
lege when the approach of a severe winter
made it necessary for him to seck a warmer

and  agein sailed for South Austra-
lia, Soon,  after his  return he
wan  selected  from  a  number of
candidates for the pomtion of and
choirmaster at St, Paul's, Adelaide.  Mr.,
Duvies’s University carcer wis an _excep-
tionally brilliant one, and' he occupies the
unique positon of being the first student
who obtained a first class in each vear of
the musical course.  The degree of Mus,
Ite, was conferred upon him at the Uni-
versity of Adelnide commemoration oole-
bration in Decomber, 1806, The report of
the examiners—Sir Herbert Oakley, M.A,
Mus. Doe,, and I'tofessor J. F. Hnd‘;rm, Mus,
Doc.—on his exercke was most flattering.
They said:=-"Tiwe compasition by My,

Harold Davies np]]ﬂ?m to rank higher than
1es0

‘the average on

occasions, and oon-

‘only quatifications for the degree son

tains wome exeellent wark, Eﬁmlﬁ!tnlﬂ
ignL by
beliove

wially Luilt {or Mr, Davis, He has |
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the candidate, but revesling, wo ‘
decided promise as o composer,” 1is
composition, which. won suoch high enco-
miuma froin_ the English examiners, was a
sotting ot the 145th Peahm, for chorns and
s0lo voices, with an accompaniment for a
nuintet of strings, and ﬁlrrn. Since Apnil,
1807, Mr. Daviea bas held an appointnient
as organist and  choirmastor of the Kent
Town  Wesloyan Chureh, which containa
one of the finest organs in the states, and

been wn v I in the tosching
of composition, having instro in the
art all the graduates whom there are |
now wmixd that have taken the degree of
Mue, Ttae, during the Jast four years. Mr,
Davies i the composer of several songs

His Excellency the Licutenant-Govérnor |
will this morning attend the anauval meet-
ing of the Ol Colonists” Amoclation., Um
Tuesday morning he will, with Lady Way
and Sir John and Lady Forrest, attend
the St. Poter's College annual spoech-day, |
and the gervice in the college chapel. In

the evening his Excellency will hoid an at-
home at the Elder Hall, to the students
| and prnfuggrinlfiuﬂ' teaching staff of the
| University. " On "Weds morning he
will officially receive his Exctllency qlha
Governor-General upon the latter’s armval
in Adelaide., In the aftermoon of l.hl
same day be will, as Chaneellor, r-rut_ﬂfi
at the annual commemoration of the Uni-
versity, and in the evening, at the annual
University dinner. On 1‘I‘hl:.r.m-:!.n.'!’ after-
noon Sir Samuel will attend the =annual
specch-day of Prince Alfred College. On
Friday evening he will preside at the ﬂr‘“‘-
annual speech-day of the Methodist Ladies
College, and Lady Way will present the
prizes. R
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At the last meeting of the counedl of
the Adelaide Unive Mr. E. Harold
Davics, who has just completed his Mas
Do¢, course with distinction, was appoints
¢d to a weat on the board of musical
¢tudied of the University, Mr. Davies will
doubtless prove an acquisition to this de
partment of the University, and the ap.
rointment of soch & prominent member of
the Jocal profession outside of the Ek

Conservatonum should prove popular

mitsical oircles.
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