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In the Vietorlun school system  wos
sirtick by Mr, Fronk Tate, the newly-
pppointed Direetor of Education, at the
econt couference of the State Schiool
Teachers' Unlon. My Tate rightly as-
gorts that this refoem  agltation  frst
sprang from the teachors  themscives,
and that s motto 18 “reality in edieas
ton.” Much of the educational  work
dooe under oxisting mothods s come
parable ooly with that most uscless of
aperations, “dropplug cmpty buckets
into cmpty  wells, and . growing old
drawing nothing up,”” The word reallty
J& uséd with pecoliae {orce by Carlyle
to denote the speelnl charncteristion of
the temperament of the hero and the
pecullar nnture of his work. The world
alwaya has need of nn urgent call  for
more reallty In every department of hu-
mwan lfe: ot only when sowme slrong
man, ke the lnte Mr, Hartley, or Mr,
Frank Tate (who has himself chafed
voder the systom of pon-reality), hap-
pens (o rise to o position of great lntiu.
ence I8 mueb bhope of real reform pres
sonted where the old polley has prevadl-
el The Victoran Educatlon Depart-
ment In recent yeans has drifted oo
gome such muddle as that which over-
toolk the Britsh War Otliee In Its worst
davs, Professional men who nnuderstocd
thelr work and were  ready to do e
were too often treated as uaderlings of
offee-bred men, whose nearness to tho
fonnt of anthorlty gave them undisput-

il power, aml geoerally precluded
them from learning muelh about the

-t glness which they neminally adminl.
gtered.  Mr. Tate, as a teacher, | de-
termined to stand In a direct persoaal
relationship to the other teachers works-
ine for the Vietorian taxpayer: awmd the
department, which has neither soul vor
bady  to suffer puonlshment for s
faults, must not in future come be-
tween the Instructors  of the  children
and e respoasible beads of the school
syveiem,

One great fault which The Register
Las found with methods In education s
that they set up the memory as a kiond
of fetish, No boy 15 commended  for
thinking hils own thoughts; but Is prais.
¢l fo the proportion in which he may
e suceessiul in cranmmiog  Inta his
Pead other people’s Ideas.  The manly,
original, thinking boy must be brought
cout, aad the prizes which offer the best
chanees in lite wuost not all be glven to
the ehildren who never think out things
for themselves, Mre, Tate says:—

At present there are two boys under every jacket
—tihe active bealthy Loy,  the tree-climbing hay,
who explores nesis and who could be interedled
wir vitally fn all nature-craft; but he (o gencrally
left oulside the school,
sy young lesson«learper und examination.passer,
who doessn't know  anything at all about 1hess
thinge, but who s the joy of his teacher amd the
best boy in the school,  You often find the Gud.
glven, naturalist of the next 3 o 30 vears 1he
phenomenally dull boy of the school,

Penllty In edueation under the new
Victarlan sylabusg will mean that boys
pud girls will begin thelr lessons with
the conslderation of these things which
from thelr lofancy have naturally been
i Joy and a wonder (o them, True edu-
ciatlon commences at the home of the
chlld apd spreads graduadly from that
a= a centre. Thi=s was the dominant
ldea with Mr. Hartley when he formu-
lidedd the plan of teaching geography
Ly starting with the street or road
which led past the schoolhouse, and by
induelng the thonghts to radlate ont-
wards Crom that a8 4 centre, Mr, Tate,
In the same spirit, Is preparing hionds
cor lessons on nature study, regarding
which great elasticlty will be pormit-
e, because the kind of nature learning
which g stimulating to o boy living In
‘b wallee conntry 18 diferent from
thnt which Is approprinte to puplls in
a mining or mapufacturing loeallty,
‘Peachers will be materlally helped in
mparting reality to thelr lessans by ce-
caslopal attendance at the “Summoer
School,” which bas for two succcessive
scears been  highly successful In Alsl.
Bourne, and which attracted GO0 teach-
ers durlng the last Christmas holldays,

South Aumstralin has taken the lead in
one movement of which Mr,
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