PHARHAGEUTIEAL EDUCATION IN SOUTH
AUSTRALIA.

“One who has been through it all'” writes in this

issne opposing the policy of the Pharmacy Board of
South Australin as regands edueation.  He does not
say what ho means by the *it" in tho title he as-

{

sumes, but he doos define his position by saying that

“if the boys nre well up in the * Pharmacopavia,’

|

Squire’s, Materia Medien, and Attficld, and know them |

well, it is r-impi,r all they require.”
dent must not,

ot feelshurt if we remigd him that this
sort of arfuniont. Has ‘qw-q gy &ﬁl ngognst ying-
provemonts n l"lhl[“."ltllhl . "'Rl: ' "ﬁﬁ nl:il
'rithmetic wore good enough for me, and my father,
and I do not seo why my boy should know anything
more; do not sce how it will do lim any good "
Possibly the rising gencration have not heard this
argument, amd can hardly believe that it wax ever
used, DBut their fathers know all about tt, and know
how difficult it was to meet and combat the position
thus taken up.

But what is meant by “ knowing” the * Pharma-
copain,” Squire’s, Materia Medica, and Attfield, and
“Eknowing them well?” Surely it 15 not sufficient to
ba able to answer questions as to the facts and theories
mentiond in these books, Someone must have aceu-
mulated the details and arranged them in proper order.
How was it done? To know a thing well is not merely
to know all that is now being said about it, but to
understand at least the methods by which the pre-
sent state of knowledge hns heon reached.

The * Pharmacopmin' is a striking illustration of this,
Tho compilers themselves do not think they have said
the Inst word. Take even the shortest so-called * mono-
graph.” We open the book at Coriander Fruit, “ the
dried ripe fruit of Coniandrum savitum, Linn.” What
does the word Finn. mean® Surcly, if the book is
to be known thoroughly that must be understood,
otherwise the Comandrum sativum means practically
nothing. Then, what is Coriandri Fructus®? A man
might know perfectly well the definition—the dricd ripe

fruit of Coriandrum sativum—and yet not have the
least idea of what the plant is. No doubt our corres-
pondent would say that he must learn his Materia
Medica, and that will tell him it is a plant belonging
to the natural order Umbelliferwe. But this order
contains many hundreds of different species, and unless
the learner becomes able to distinguish this particular
species from others, he certainly cannot be said to
“know” the * Pharmacopain.” Then, again, comes
the' question of species. What is n specics?  This in-
volvis all sorts of guestions of botanieal philosophy,
the evolutionary theory and the long diseussion run-
ning over the past contury at least, and not yet
ended. Next in the paragraph comes a referenco to
Bentl. and Trim. Med. Pl. What does this mean?
Has the book heen soen? Who were Bentley and
Trimen, and why should their books bo seleeted for tho
purpoce? Then comes a deseription of the characters
of the fruit. To “ know™ this scction of the mono-
graph demands a fairly wide aequaintance with botany,
or the words are absolutely meaningless, -«

It is quite cortain that in a book so condensed as
the * Pharmacopoin’ not a word is inscrted that is
not of importance, and yct onr correspondent seems to
think that Dotany, the only means of acquiring any
knowledge of the phrases used in a very large propor-
tion of the book, is quite unnecessary.

Following up this particular article of the Materin
Maodiea, we turn to “ il of coriander—the oil distilled
from corinnder fruit.” Hero the charnctors and tests
are given in brief referonces, which need moro than a
passing knowledge of chemistry to intorprot them, and
this isx «till more the case in monographs on other
essontial oils.

Wa should be quite preparsd to accept our corres-
pondent's definition of what is necessary for o boy to
learn, and from that alone undortake to show that
nothing that has been included by the Pharmacy Board

of South Australia in.the course of study is outsido
this particular definition.

There is too widely spread an idea at the present.

Our correspon-

doy that all that is necessary to enable n man to get

on in life is to learn as little ax he can, and do as little
as he may, :

arn sorry to hoar any word said that will
pharmacist to think that his interets, or oven his own

~ bappiness in the pumsuit of hLis enlling, ix hest servd
by learning as little as can he, Y : I

ik, X
AT e

That is not the way by which those |
have done well have seoured thejr F;Ili;:‘init:l::lw::w '

lead n young

WALES AT VEY UNIVERSITY.
.u.'-- The general approval of the pharmacists of Ne

‘Pharmacy Doard of New South Wales in mquiﬁng
apprentices to pharmacists to attend at the Sydney
University for tho purpose of hearing the lectures in
‘Dotany, Chemistry, Practical Uhumilt:_'y. ln.ml Materin
Medica, and pass the University examinations .“E these
subjects. But thero are still continunl inquiries -
garding such lectures, showing t_lmt many phurmacists
have not made themselves acquainted with the regula-
tions.  Wo remind them that the l*n.w compels the
mastor to give his apprentice timo tlunn:;_r, t-hf- last. yoar
of the apprenticoship to attend the University. Com-
plaints have been made that the master will not grant
the time, and it is wiso to point out that such refusal
will bring tho master into serious lmuhllr-. See. 1:.2 of
the Pharmacy Act makes it imperative tl}u_t timo
bo granted, and the master breaks the provisions of
the Pharmacy Act if he does not grant the mlunr_m]
time, and i3 liable to bo fined under the Act, while
ho also makes himself liable to damages l'nr- n breach
of tho indentures or articles of apprenticeship.

Complaints are further made that t[m' master does
not give his apprentice time for study. f‘lmru is Just
now @ caso where the master compels his apprentice
to be at tho shop at 7.30, and to attend the shop one
day up to G p.m., and the alternate day up to 11 p.m.
During this time the apprentice is expected to go to
tho University, and attend the lectures, and return
to the shop us soon as the lectures are over. The
lectures at the University in the first term t.q.kn all
morning from 9 to 1, and the master's obligation, to
teach his apprentice the art and mystery of pharmacy,
surely demands an allowance of time, not only for tho
hare attondance at the lectures, but also for study, to
ennble the subjeets of the lectures to be grasped.

There is n solution of the difficulty, if th? master
<hould think it hard on him to let his apprentices have
the time which the law and common justice demands,
namely. to take mo apprentices for less than four
vears. The Act provides that an apprentice must serve
ot less than three years, but no proviso of the Act
prevents the master taking apprent il:!l::'i for four
voars. The Act further states that {hmn‘[._-; the last
;‘nmr of the apprenticeship time must be given to the
apprentice for the lectures, &eo The law does not xoy
that it must neeessarily be during the third year. As
long as time is given during the Ifut yoar the terms
of the Pharmucy Act will bo complied with.

Besides that, it stands to reason that the third year
‘¢ the most important one for the master as well as for
the apprentice. During that year the apprentice is
most useful to the master, and the experience then
gained is of the utmost importance to the approntice.

There is no doubt that masters who obstruet their ap-
prentices in their lawful desire to go to the University,
and to study for the purpose of becoming fit phar-
maecists, will very soon become known, and Tt'il.l b
shunned by approntices and their parents, partioularly
as thero is no supernbundance of apprentices. It
should, therofore, be in the direet interest of the mastor
to help and assist their apprentices, and not to hinder
them.
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