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( We are not responsible for opinions expressed by our
- Correspondents.)

PHARMACEUTICAL EDUCATION IN SOUTH
AUSTRALIA.

Sie,—In orvder to brivg ourselves in ling with the
other States, the Council of the Pharmaceutical Society
of South Australin saw that provision for the cducation
of pharamaceutical students was NCCCSSAry.

Unfortunately, until 1892, South Australin had not
a regulated system of examinations, and then only ono
of a farcical standard. Even under these conditions
the candidates who presented themselves to the Ex-
aminers were so unfit for the standard required that
the Board considered it high timo some arrangements
were made for their instruction.

In 1804 the Board suceceded in coming to an undoer-
standing with the Adelaide University, whereby phar-
maceutienl students could obtain instruction in  In-
organic Chemistry. I may say here that it is a sig-
niheant fact that not one student who presented hime
solf for thy standard examination succcoded in obtain-
ing a pass beforo the opening of these classes,

In the following year or two Botany, Organic
Chemistry, Materia I?\[ﬁdi-‘:;l.. Practical Chemistry, Volu-
metrie Analysis, and Pharmacy were added to the list,
and now our examination compares favourably with
that of Victoria, with her subsidised College of Phar-
maecy.  Unfortunately, within a year of tho opening of
tho Pharmacy olass, the instructor was anecidentally
poisoned, and another has not boeon appointed in his
place.  The greater burden of the apprentices’ educa-
tion has thus been taken from the mastor's shoulders,
and he is responsible only for his apprentices’ eduea-
tion in pharmaey and dispensing.  Your correspondent
complains that the Board has not supplied the proper
course of study., After the foregoing remarks, 1 think
any scnstble man must agree that the Board has pro-
vided an exeellent course second o none in the States.

Your correspondent complains that the edueation of
the apprentice has been taken out of the master's
hand, and the ignominious fatlure of the candidate in
Pharmacy and Dispensing (the ounly subjeets left to the
master) conclusively proves that it was high time some
one stepped in and gave the poor apprentice a helping
hand. For if the master js not capable of giving the
necessary  education in theso branches, how much loss
would ho be in the otheps#

It is perfeotly casy to explain why the master can-
not. tako the same interest in his apprentice, It is
beeanse he is at the disadvantage of being incapable of
giving his apprentice the instruction required. for tho
Standard Examination. He has not had the samo
privileges as his apprentiee, and npparently can neither
appreciato them nor his position, When the appren-
tice knows more than the master it is a SOITY position
for the master. But they must rise superior to theso
humilinting experiences for the snke of tho apprentices
and pharmacy in goneral,  The tendency of the times
s progress, not rotrogrossion. :

There are wide ficlds for pharmaceutical and chemical
research, and it behoves us to place them within tho
reach of the apprentices (the chemists of the future)
by providing a sound and scientific course of education,
f we wish our calling to remain a trade absolute, then
abolish examinations altogether, If we wish our calling

=ame column.,

ston and raiso the status of the pharmacentical §
and I regret to read that Mr. Lawranoe expocted the
society to pay his ex lmmﬂ‘, considering the issae of the
case was to directly ul:fl

would urge all our chemists to join the socicty and take
an interest in pharmaceutical affairs, for “ Union is
strength,” and our weight would be felt more and moro
every year. Therefore, I hope Mr. Lawrance will join
with us and help the society to carry out its objccts,
-.rihicln after all, arc to benefit and protect the gualified
chemists,

" g !
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to bo recognised ay profession, maks l:h'. examinations

worthy of a profession. Then,.and not till then, will
the calling be recognised as s profession.  There can be
no doubt that the fetling of the times is towards this
recognition.  We bave the morsl right, so let us fit
OUr young men to be worthy representatives of this pro-
fession by a liberal cducation, and not revert to old
and obsolete forms of education, which mean social and
political insignificance and swoet. obscurity.—Yours, &c.,

Semaphore, PHYSIC.

Sty—I am glad that the cducation of our appren-
tices 15 getting aired. It is guite time our Pharmacy
Board and Pharmacentical Council had a change of
members.  What we want on both are real live che-
mits who have the boys' mterest at bheart, and who
come in contact with, and are interested’in the daily
requirements of the retail trade. The present system
of our education is simply wrong from beginning to
end, and is wasté of money. :

What can you have bettor than' the books pre-
scribed? I am sure if the boys are well up
in the Pharmacopwis, Squire's, Materis Medica, and
Atthield, and know them well, it is simply all they
require. As  for blaming the assistant Lectarer,
1L 1s simply a lame excuse, as the studeats can venify,
especially the volumetrie olass,

What we want is, as your correspondent “ An Ori-
ginal Member of the Pharmaccutical Society of S.A”
puts it so ably, a School of Pharmacy. or what would
suit is a similar class to the one Mr. Hare . & former
President, conducted some Years ago, to which somo
to-day can look back with pleasure. We have one
qualificd man at least still in our midst who ocould
conduct such a class, and I believe the cost would be
less than the stodents are paying at present.

Where do the bovs at the present. time learn Materia
Medica? Most of them do not know that there is
such a subject. As for the * Pharmacopadia,” it is
simoly o reference book. How many boys are there
that make tinctures to-day, much less plasters and
extracts (fluid)? You can buy them so cheaply that
the apprentice docs not require to make them, and
therefore does not get the training therehy.

The bovs may learn chemistry at the University suit-
able for the B.Sc. degree, but it is most certainly not
suitable, nor does it pertain to the trade of a phar-
macist. f

It is quite time cach and every one of ms nroused
ourselves, and put in only live membe mctive and
yvoung, who will exert themsolves for th?m train-
ing of our young men, so as to teach them more of the
requirements of every-day life of the retail trade.—
Yours, &c.,

ONE WHO HAS BEEN THROUGH IT ALL, 4 245,

Norwood, South Australia, May 5, 1901,

THE PHARMACEUTICAL SOCIETY OF TASMANIA.

Sik,—In your last issue I read with in . Mr.
Lawrance's letter re the Pharmaceutical &ﬁ} Tas-

mania, and congratulate you on your rema i the

Our society are doing their best to uphold nnripmfm-
hemist,

yenefit himself no one else. I

In conclusion, T trust the society will be able to

remedy any defeet in the Act, which allows unqualified
men to either manage or keep open a business, or
grocers to sell drugs or patents, and 1 for on

ready to give my quota to reach that end.—Yours

The P]lﬂl‘l‘l:lﬂﬂ:i‘, New N‘ﬂrfﬂ]'k, T. F.
May 21, 1901.




